=TSs0S

1||9 |

H Inside:

E=¥=y=4

=

||s

- 3 - Mock Crash
* 4 - Obituaries
- 5 - Past and Present

* 5 - Local Government
* 6-7 - Homecoming

» 10-11 - Classifieds

» 12 - Church and wrestling
* 13-15 - Sports

» 16 - Marching Classic

LOCAL C@MMUNI[TY—DRI[VEN

No. 39 Vol. lll $2

-
-

4 >

ALY

Office at 111 EIm Avenue West, Waseca

B Pages 6-7

Fitch

to leave
Chamber
at the end
of 2024

Waseca, MN — September 18,
2024 — After six years of ded-
icated service, Ann Fitch will
step down as Executive Director
of the Waseca Area Chamber of
Commerce at the end of 2024.
Her tenure has been marked by
transformative leadership, com-
munity advo-
cacy, and
unwavering
commitment
to advancing
Waseca’s busi-
ness and eco-
nomi ic
landscape. She
will be taking
another, as yet
unnamed, posi-
tion within the community.

“Ann Fitch leaves the Waseca
Area Chamber of Commerce
with a strong foundation for con-
tinued success and growth. Her
leadership, passion, and ded-
ication will be greatly missed,
but her impact on the Waseca
community will endure for years
to come,” stated Chamber Board
President Nick Wobig.

Fitch

Fitch continued on 2

Waseca High School
Choir’s Walking Tacos

Friday, Sept. 27

The Waseca High School
Choir will be selling walking
tacos in the high school com-
mons on Friday, Sept. 27 from
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Price is $8 per
ticket and will also include a
cookie and bottle of water.

Waseca American
Legion breakfast fund-
raiser 8 a.m. to noon
Sept. 29

The Waseca Sons of American
Legion is hosting a breakfast
fundraiser from 8 a.m. till noon
on Sunday, Sept. 29 to support
the Memorial Day Avenue of
Flags. Cost is $12 for adults, $8
for kids 12 and under. Unlimited
pancakes, eggs, biscuits & gravy,
sausage, milk, orange juice, and
coffee.

Farmamerica Open
Corn Maze every Sat-
urday Night in Oc-
tober from 6 to 9 p.m.

Every Saturday night in Oc-
tober from 6-9 p.m., Farmame-
rica will host a maze under the
stars. Cost is $5 per person; event
includes food trucks, yard games
and entertainment. Farmamerica
is partnering with local FFA chap-
ters for these nights.

More information is available
online at
farmamerica.org/event/corn-maze

Briefs continued on 3, 9

A word from
The Word =

Now there are also
many other things
that Jesus did. Were
every one of them to
be written, I suppose
that the world itself
could not contain
the books that would
be written.

John 21:25

More than 1,000 young musicians, their fans and their families came to Waseca Saturday, Sept. 21,
for the Marching Classic. This was year 37 for the event, which featured a parade along State Street
at noon and a field competition at the high school football field beginning at 5:30. More photos can
be found on Page 16 of this week’s edition.
Pioneer photos by Amelia Roessler, Deb Bently and Ben Revermann
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At the Waseca Area Foundation celebration in Waseca's North-
east Park on Sept. 19, diners enjoyed live music from Whiskey
Whiskers while choosing among menu items offered by Tacos
La Reyna, Kelm's BBQ and Polly's Pantry Treats.

Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

Three-and-a-half
decades celebrated

WAF recognized anniversary Thursday

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

Despite the rainy weather, the
Waseca Area Foundation held its 35-
year anniversary at Waseca’s North-
east Park in Waseca the afternoon of
Thursday, Sept. 19. Representatives
from the Janesville (JAF) and New
Richland Area (NRAF) Foundations
were there to help out as well. So
was the live band Whiskey Whiskers
and three separate food trucks,
Polly’s Pantry Treats, Kelm’s BBQ
and Tacos La Reyna.

The Waseca area Foundation
(WAF) states on its website: “Our

mission is to provide an opportunity
for groups or individuals to leave a
legacy through contributions which
build a permanent community fund
committed to meeting the changing
needs of the Waseca area.”

Rosalie Grams, a representative of
the JAF,there to assist, said, “The
WAF provides an umbrella for many
funds, for example, the Janesville
fund and New Richland.” She men-
tioned upcoming events that support
the organizations.

WAF continued on 8

WASECA COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

County
sets 1.5%
preliminary
budget
Increase

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

During their Sept. 17 work
session and meeting, Waseca
County Administrator Michael
Johnson presented members of
the Waseca County Board of
Commissioners a preliminary
2025 budget of $39,025.972.
The number is $361,500 lower
than the 2024 budget amount
listed on the county website.

However, as Johnson said dur-
ing the meeting, “Budget does
not equal levy, and it never will.”
The numerous other funding
sources for the county, including
payments from the state, some
from the federal government,
and some from grants applied
for by county departments, pro-
vide more than half the money
needed to operate county pro-
grams.

In 2024, the county levied
$17.8 million in property taxes.
In 2025 it is submitting a prelim-
inary levy amount of $18.1 mil-
lion: $267,500 more than in
2024, a levy increase of 1.5 per-
cent.

Like school districts, town-
ships and municipalities, the
county is required by state law to
determine a preliminary levy
amount by the end of September.
It then combines its own levy
with those of other agencies
funded by property taxes and
sends out a statement in mid-No-
vember to all property owners
summarizing what their highest
anticipated taxes payable in
2025 will be.

Having submitted a prelimi-
nary number, agencies may then
continue to refine their expected
budgets until December, when
they must determine their final
tax levy. which may be the same
as or lower than the preliminary
amount, but cannot be higher.
Taxpayers who have questions
about their levy are invited to at-
tend a “Truth in Taxation” meet-
ing which the state requires all
levy-funded agencies to hold.
Waseca County’s is set for 6

County continued on 12

‘For the birds’

Putnam on display at Waseca
Arts Center through November 2

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

The Waseca Arts Center’s newest
displays include the work of
painter/sculptor Charlie Putnam,
alongside another feathery exhibit by
the Art Center staff and the Wednes-
day Art Appreciation Group titled,
‘For the Birds’ opened the evening of
Thursday, Sept. 18.

Putnam, who has degrees in Studio
Art and Art Education from MSU-
Mankato, worked as an art teacher at
the Le Sueur/Henderson school dis-
trict for 29 years and also instructed
at MSU-Mankato for 28 years. Of his
work, he says, “Sometimes my inten-
tions may be obvious, while other
times there is no conscious intent, but
instead is the result of my sense of
visual unity and balance arrived at
through creative play.” There is a

Minnesota flavor to every one of his
paintings.

Putnam’s work was presented in
the Beckman Gallery: When he got
up to speak he said, “As a teacher,
one of my favorite things was work-
ing with kindergarten and first-grade
kids right after lunch; my room was
their favorite place to be.” Putnam
has liked, especially with his current
series, the unintentional connections
with work he has done in the past,
“Which I suppose defines the art and
myself as an artist.” He was recently
awarded money to explore his craft,
said Putnam, “I got a grant to explore
the connection between ceramics and
relief print making.” An online
source said about printmaking, “Re-
lief printing is a family of printing
methods where a printing block,
plate or matrix, which has had ink

Present for the Sept. 18 opening of the newest displays
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at the Waseca Art Center were (Back

row from left): Penny Vought, Brad Donner, Deanna Bendix, Shirley Baker, Dawn Schwartz, (Front)
Christy Easton, Trudi Redman-Fischer, Char Harguth, Mary Shemonek, Charlie Putham and Mikhail
Rostislavovich. For the next few weeks, the multiple artist exhibit "For the Birds" will appear along-
side the paintings and pottery of Charlie Putham.

applied to its non-recessed surface, is
brought into contact with paper.”
The “For the Birds” section, on
display in the Harguth wing of the
Center, was inspired by the actions of

a Waseca Arts Council Board
Member and Chief of Police Penny
Vought. Vought began collecting bird
cages around four years ago, so it
was concluded that it would serve as

Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

an inventive and fun theme for a dis-
play. Everyone embraced the idea

Putnam continued on 8
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Compostings

by Al Batt

Murmurations
of starlings

ECHOES FROM THE
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING

You should come over and see
my new dog. It’s a rescue.

Ah, you’ve finally realized I'm a
dog whisperer.

No, that’s not it. I want to see if
the dog bites.

DRIVING BY BRUCE'S
DRIVE

I have a wonderful neighbor
named Bruce. I went for a stroll.
There was no time like the present,
as I could see the dust of the day gal-
loping away from me. There were a
good number of people scrolling as
they walked. I hoped they weren’t
ruining a good walk by doomscrol-
ling. "1l admit to yapping on the
phone occasionally while walking.

Earlier, I’d been working in the
hot sun. Moving one pile to where
it used to be and another to where it
once had been. It was exciting work,
but it was a scorcher. I mumbled to
myself, “It must be 100 degrees.” 1
talk to myself because I know I’m
listening. It wasn’t 100 degrees, but
I'had to check when the latest day of
the year had been when the tem-
perature reached 100 in Minnesota.
It was on Sept. 22, 1936, when it hit
100 degrees in Ada in Norman
County. I was in Des Moines for
work a while back and read that Des
Moines had hit 100 degrees on Sept.
11, 1927. I reckon other parts of
Iowa, a well-known tropical get-
away, likely hit 100 at later dates.
On July 20, 1934, it was 118 de-
grees in Keokuk and on April 20,
1918, Lenox received 24 inches of
snow. I needed to tell myself about
the snowfall in order to dry the
sweat | feared I might drown in.

A family member visited. He
lives in Phoenix, along with
1,608,139 other people. He doesn’t
know them all. T guess it’s not a
close-knit community. Shade is a
hot commodity there, but he likes
Phoenix because it has a dry heat.
Apparently, you have to tell some-
one “It’s a dry heat” every day or
you’re forced to leave Phoenix.
Phoenix's record-breaking streak of
100-degree days this year ended on
Sept. 17 after 113 consecutive days
of triple-digit temperatures. It had
been as hot as a stolen habanero.
How hot was it on Sept. 17? Only
93 degrees. Parka sales at the Phoe-
nix boutiques skyrocketed.

PVE LEARNED

Eating, sleeping and breathing
are words to live by.

To respect my elderberries.

If we were penguins, you’d re-
mind me of everyone I know.

People who tell us to do our own

research have never done their own
research. 8’

Rewards programs are good at
saving us money on things we
wouldn’t buy if we weren’t
members of a rewards program.

The three stages of life are want-
ing stuff, accumulating stuff and
getting rid of stuff.

ASK AL

"What is a co-signer?” An idiot
who can write.

“What football player wears the
biggest helmet?” The one with the
biggest head.

“What would you do if you had
$1 billion?” Nothing.

NATURE NOTES

Pale green corn rootworm bee-
tles wander away from cornfields in
late summer to visit gardens where
they feed on flowers and vegetables.

I’'m seeing murmurations of star-
lings, those wondrous shape-shift-
ing flocks. 1 listened to the
hummingbirds—the hum of the
wings and their chittering voices.
Hummingbirds drop their internal
temperature, inducing a temporary
state of torpor, and need less energy,
and therefore less food, to withstand
frigid temperatures. If you spot a
motionless hummingbird, don’t be
alarmed. It’s torpor. Young
hummers migrate along the same
routes and winter in the same places
their ancestors have, some making
an 18-hour flight across the Gulf of
Mexico.

One group of pelicans will drive
prey towards another group of peli-
cans. The American white pelican
eats up to three pounds of fish per
day. It also eats salamanders, tad-
poles and crayfish.

The downy woodpecker makes a
whiney call that descends in pitch at
the end. The hairy woodpecker’s
call is similar but doesn’t descend in
pitch at the end.

Mast is a term used to describe
the fruit of trees and shrubs. A mast
year is when a particular species
produces more fruit than normal.
Oaks have cycles of high and low
yields. Oak masting happens every
2-5 years. In a mast year, seed-eat-
ing animals are unlikely to eat all the
seeds produced, leaving the rest to
sprout. An abundance of acorns is
said to augur a harsh winter, but
that’s untrue.

In September, monarch but-
terflies congregate in large numbers
and by the end of October, they have
left the state in a mass migration to
their winter grounds.

MEETING ADJOURNED

To have a kind word and not
share it is like stealing.

Ignorance Is dangerous

The saying goes that “ignorance is
bliss,” but this past week I learned a
better adage might be “ignorance is
dangerous.”

Perhaps you saw the piece a cou-
ple weeks ago which shared infor-
mation about the Greater Mankato
Area United Way (GMAUW) fund-
ing kick-off held at The Mill. Per-
haps you remember the organization
has a $2,350,000 goal, and that
Waseca Area United Way leader
Diane Beckmann mentioned the
GMAUW provided more in funding
to our area in the past round than our
area donated.

In addition to all that, information
was distributed about events the
GMAUW is sponsoring in the re-
gion. One evening session was titled
“Opioid and fentanyl crisis aware-
ness.” This column shares my per-
sonal impressions and reactions after
attending.

Simply put, I was shocked and
horrified.

When it comes to substances I
choose to ingest, I’m a rather conser-
vative individual. I have never al-
lowed myself to get drunk, have
never used marijuana, and have no
idea what it’s like to be high on a
substance. When it comes even to
legal and authentic pain medication
known to be, um, mood-altering, I’ve
never really needed any. I suppose |
have to admit to a caffeine “add-
iction,” since I sometimes get a with-
drawal headache when I haven’t had
any in a while.

My life has also not yet been pro-
foundly affected by someone else’s
addiction. I use the word “yet” be-
cause of what I learned September
17 at the United Way event in Mank-
ato.

Law enforcement and health care
professionals in Mankato have seen
exponential growth in cases involv-
ing fentanyl, an unimaginably potent
opioid which is available in con-
trolled doses as a pain medication,
but is sometimes used in a very cal-
culated way by drug dealers.

My largest “ignorance is danger-
ous” perception is based on this: an
amount of fentanyl equal to three
grains of rice is fatal.

Blue Earth County Sheriff Jeff
Wersal was among the speakers. He
mentioned that, prior to being elected

In My Humble Opinion

by Deb Bently

sheriff, he served on the county’s
drug task force, and so had numerous
experiences involving fentanyl. He
shared that, whether on purpose or
because of accidental cross-contami-
nation, more and more other sub-
stances—for example marijuana—are
laced with fentanyl. One result is that
the theoretically less-addictive sub-
stance becomes highly addictive, in-
creasing sales for dealers. Another is
that it becomes potentially deadly.
Because of its cheapness and po-
tency, fentanyl is also mixed in with
other addictive substances including
heroin, cocaine and methampheta-
mine.

Wersal told of one instance where
three men had purchased a single pill
of fentanyl and divided it among
them. One of the men was dead at the
scene; the other two were rushed to
the hospital where they were intu-
bated.

One speaker, a former addict now
working as an advocate, told of some
of the side effects of fentanyl with-
drawal. One is to become completely
incontinent. Some experience psy-
chosis—a disconnection from reality
which can include hallucinations and
delusions. Those withdrawing from
the addiction may do or say out-
rageous things which they are not
likely to remember a day or two later.
Addicts in withdrawal must be su-
pervised very closely since they are
likely to consider and then attempt
suicide.

Among those present that evening
were parents of young people who
had died because of fentanyl: some
of the young people were using the
substance for the first time, others
were completely unaware they were
using it

I was particularly impressed with
a family of advocates whose organi-
zation was named the Travis Gustaf-
son Foundation: Forever 21. The
family had lost Travis and made it

their goal to try and prevent that
same pain from occurring in other
families.

Sheriff Wersal and others shared
information about the substance Nar-
can. It was explained that opioid
overdoses kill by connecting with
certain brain receptors; if too much
opioid is present, the brain no longer
realizes it needs oxygen and the vic-
tim stops breathing.

Naloxone (marketed as Narcan) is
a substance which can interfere with
the binding process and, if admin-
istered very quickly after the over-
dose, can be lifesaving.

If you go online for information
regarding what to do if you come ac-
ross someone experiencing an over-
dose, you will likely find information
which says to call 911, then advises
you to wait for public safety person-
nel who will administer naloxone if
it’s needed.

The message at the crisis aware-
ness session was that, well, everyone
should carry Narcan with them just
in case they come across someone
experiencing an overdose. Neither an
ambulance nor a law enforcement of-
ficer can get to the scene within the
90-second window between when
breathing stops and death occurs.
Their recommendation was to in-
struct someone nearby to call 911
while you administer the dose of
Narcan.

We were told we are protected by
Minnesota’s 2023 “Good Samaritan
Law,” which not only exempts
people acting in good faith from civil
or criminal prosecution, it protects
people from being prosecuted for
possessing or using controlled sub-
stances in that instance. The idea is
apparently to encourage people who
are breaking the law to call law en-
forcement or emergency medical
care “anyway,” rather than running
away in fear and doing nothing.

Furthermore, we were assured

Narcan is not harmful if it’s admin-
istered under mistaken circum-
stances.

There were people in the room
who were extremely cautious about
fentanyl exposure. One woman
spoke up saying she makes deliveries
in buildings all over Mankato and in
all types of neighborhoods. She ex-
pressed concern she would come to
harm if she accidentally touched or
breathed in fentanyl-which is often
ingested as a powder.

She was told touching fentanyl is
not likely to be dangerous, and that
the substance does not “hang in the
air” like a deadly cloud.

The example was elaborated upon:
a good samaritan trying to help
someone experiencing an overdose is
also not likely to be affected. It is
okay to touch the person, and even to
administer mouth-to-mouth resus-
citation.

The organizations at the crisis
awareness event were so serious
about their beliefs they were giving
Narcan doses away freely. I men-
tioned I know someone who was
likely to want a dosing kit, one was
handed to me to deliver, no questions
asked. We were informed that, if we
walked into a drug store with the in-
tention of buying the doses, we
would likely be charged about $50.

During his time at the front, Sherif
Wersal commented “If you can’t find
Narcan for free, you’re not looking
hard enough.”

The Minnesota Department of
Health has an online “drug overdose
dashboard” that provides many sta-
tistics—although the most recent are
from 2022. That data shows, ho-
wever, that more than 1,000 Minne-
sotans died of opioid overdose that
year; it also shows a rapidly rising
death rate which turned sharply up-
ward in 2018 and has continued to
balloon. Data indicated the age group
from 25 to 34 years was the most
likely to visit an emergency room
seeking help for an overdose.

If you’ve made it this far, perhaps
you are currently as shocked and hor-
rified as I was that evening. I learned
I had been living in ignorance—and
ignorance is clearly and unquestion-
ably NOT bliss.
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Another year, another "Classic" weekend

Remember when I said last time
I was hoping it would be the last
warm week? I think I manifested it.
Saturday was warm, but when I
walked out of my apartment on
Sunday, I was hit with an actual
cold breeze. It brought me so much
joy. It is officially sweater weather
and I am truly happy about it.

Last weekend was a busy one for
me, though. I’m sure everyone was
out watching the Waseca Marching
Classic, right? Well even if you
weren’t, | was, so I’ll be happy to
fill you in and show you how it is
to be a band host, the incredibly
important job I was given during
this year’s Classic. [ am exaggerat-
ing though; there were many
people with much more important
jobs that day than mine. Mine was
just fun.

My Classic day started off with
waking up to pick up my mom at
the library as she had dropped her
car off there to be ready for after
the parade to bring her band’s drum
majors to their clinic on time. After
that, it was just a waiting game
until the parade at noon. It was
crazy to see how many people al-

To Be Determined

by Amelia Roessler

ready lined the street hours before
the parade in order to get a good
spot.

I found it endearing how much
they looked forward to and cared
about the parade.

While I did not have a band to
lead or take care of for the parade,
I was able to wander around and
take pictures of the bands, the
parade, the people watching and
those involved. It was a lot of fun,
since I like taking pictures and I
was able to move around at will be-
hind the scenes, and sometimes
even walk on the street during the
parade. It made me feel very spe-
cial.

After the parade, | had an hour to
kill before my band, Blaine,

showed up, so I helped my mom
with the tasks of hosting her as-
signed band, Luverne. When
Blaine did arrive, it was my job to
give the director the information
packet, tell the group where they
needed to go and at what time, and
then help with any questions or
concerns. My duties also included
bringing or leading my band to
their clinic and when they had to
perform their field show, to the sta-
dium on time. It was a lot of fun
and Blaine was a fun band to be
around. Looking around, though, it
was fun to see how many people I
recognized from being in the
Waseca Marching Jays or simply
from the band community.

What is funny is that I realized

that I might have former teachers
read my column, and that is a
slightly scary thought. I was talking
to a previous teacher in passing
about how I was a band host and
also taking pictures for the Pioneer
and it hit me that some of my
teachers might read the paper, and
subsequently read my column. I
couldn’t help thinking about how I
really write my columns for my
grandparents and the population of
Waseca that I do not know (sorry).
So it tends to be quite casual, flow-
of-consciousness writing. But
knowing that some or any of my
former teachers read my column is
like having them read my mind. It’s
an odd thought that I’'m probably
just overthinking and exaggerating.
But to my teachers, I’'m sorry, [ am
capable of using better grammar
than this, I remember the historical
significance of some things, I still
love music, I forgot all my Spanish
(sorry Senoras) and I can barely do
mental math anymore.

My Determination: “You got to
embrace the chaos. You have to.
That way, life might just astonish
you,” - Hot Tub Time Machine
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m Fitch

from Page 1

Since joining the Chamber in Sep-
tember of 2018, Fitch has led numer-
ous initiatives that have had lasting
local impact. One of her standout
achievements was getting Waseca
recognized as a finalist in the na-
tionally renowned Small Business
Revolution. This recognition brought
significant visibility to Waseca’s vi-
brant business community, showcas-
ing its entrepreneurial spirit and
commitment to growth.

During the challenges of the
COVID-19 pandemic, Fitch became
a beacon of support and information
for both businesses and residents.

Under her leadership, the Chamber
served as a vital resource, offering
timely updates, guidance, and solu-
tions to help local businesses navi-
gate through unprecedented times.

Fitch also plays a crucial role in
ensuring the continuity of Waseca’s
cherished traditions. She was instru-
mental in securing funding and logis-
tics for Waseca’s Independence Day
fireworks, a celebration that brings
the community together each year.
Her efforts ensured this patriotic tra-
dition remained vibrant, even in dif-
ficult times.

Her tenure saw the Chamber’s
energy revitalized, with a renewed
focus on education and workforce
development. Fitch established the
Immersive Career Education Day in
collaboration with local schools, giv-
ing students hands-on experience in
various industries. She also spear-

headed the Career and College Expo,
an annual event that connects area
students with opportunities to ex-
plore their future paths and engage
with local employers and higher edu-
cation institutions.

Throughout her time as executive
director, Fitch has been a tireless ad-
vocate for Waseca, representing the
region at both state and regional
levels. Her voice collaborated
strongly with other chambers in ad-
vocating for policies and initiatives
that benefit local businesses, ensur-
ing Waseca’s interests are well rep-
resented.

Fitch says she is grateful to the
members and the community for the
support she has routinely received.
“There is so much about this position
that I will miss. The next executive
director will find their time at the
Waseca Area Chamber gratifying,”

she stated. Administrative assistant
Kristie Biehn will continue to carry
forward the familiarity and continu-
ity of the Chamber.

As the Chamber prepares for this
shift, Mikhail Rostislavovich, Board
Vice President, has been brought in
to help manage the transition while
Ann remains at the helm until her de-
parture on December 31, 2024. Ros-
tislavovich will assist Biehn in
maintaining continuity during this
period and help set the stage for the
Chamber’s future leadership. The
Chamber will begin the search for its
new executive director in January
2025, taking a thoughtful and delib-
erate approach to find the right can-
didate to build on Fitch’s legacy.

Waseca Area Chamber of Com-
merce

Nicolas Wobig, Board President
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Curtis and Patti Tesch enjoy bicycle riding on two different

\"
41

levels: Patti is a more casual rider, while Curtis holds national
competition championships. Each of them owns and uses an
electrically augmented bike, although Patti has only the one and
Curtis has a number of bikes in various configurations.

Tesch family
rolling along

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

“We’ve always loved bike riding,”
observes Russell Tesch. “It’s a great
way to be outdoors, see nature, and
get some exercise.”

Both 82, he and Marie, who have
been married for 63 years, share spe-
cial memories of their decades-long
tradition of visiting the Lanesboro
area of southern Minnesota for a
week or so each summer and riding
a few hundred miles on the trails.

It went beyond that, though. Rus-
sell says his love of bicycle riding is
lifelong, and one he and Marie have
shared for much of their marriage.

In 2008, that tradition was threat-
ened when Marie experienced a
stroke. “I couldn’t balance,” she
says, remembering the frustration
she felt when she tried to mount a
bike. Fortunately, though, a solution

presented itself: a side-by-side bi-
cycle. Theirs has four tires, upright
seats, and joined handlebars, “so we
both steer in the same direction at the
same time,” she jokes.

They acquired the side-by-side
about 15 years ago; their shared rides
and summer trip were again a regu-
lar thing.

Time moved on. “The kids must
have noticed we were slowing down
a bit,” comments Russell, speaking
of their three adult children Curtis,
Mason and Kathleen and their
spouses Patti, Roger and Bob.

For Marie’s birthday this spring,
the three couples went together and
purchased an after-market modifica-
tion which includes an electric motor
and controls for the side-by-side

Tesch continued on 8
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Russell and Marie Tesch, both 82, have enjoyed bicycling as a
lifelong hobby. The side by side bicycle helped when Marie ex-
perienced problems with balance; electric enhancements added
this spring have allowed the couple to continue enjoying their
frequent bicycle rides. Pioneer photos by Deb Bently

Farmamerica
Agricultural
Exploration Field
Trips, Oct. 1-4 from 9
a.m. till 1:30 p.m.

Auvailable to students in grades
3-6 and homeschool groups, this
immersive journey takes partici-
pants from the 1800s Minnesota
to the present day, exploring our
farming legacy.
farmamerica.org/event/field-trips

Blue Earth County
History Center
October Genealogy

starts Oct. 1

The Blue Earth County History
Center is offering Tuesday night
genealogy search courses begin-
ning Oct. 1. Cost is $10, with a
discount for Center members or
for registering in advance for all
five sessions. Contact the Blue
Earth County History Center at
507-345-5566 or check online for
more information.

Free Salmon Dinner
fundraiser 6 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 4 at Real

Life Covenant Church
The Real Life Covenant
Church is offering a free-will sal-
mon dinner fundraiser beginning
at 6 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 4. The
salmon is coming directly from
Alaska. Real Life is located at
620 Elm Avenue West in Waseca.
More information is available at
pastor@reallifecov.com.

Benefit breakfast for
the family of Kialyn
Quillen from 7:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. at
Waseca American
Legion Sunday,
October 6

A benefit for the surviving
family of Kailyn Quillen will
take place at the American Le-
gion from 7:30 a.m -12:30 p.m.
on Sunday, Oct 6. It will be $10
per plate and will have pancakes,

scrambled eggs, sausage, juice
and coffee.

A

picture.
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NRHEG Mock car crash
goes off without a hitch

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

Students from the NRHEG sec-
ondary school took some time away
from their classes the afternoon of
Friday, Sept. 20 to view a “Mock Car
Crash” arranged by staff from the
New Richland ambulance and fire
departments, the Ellendale ambu-
lance crew, the Waseca County Sher-
iff’s office and Bonnerup Funeral
and Cremation Services.

Students saw two badly damaged
vehicles. In and near them were
seven “injured” victims—student vol-
unteers with makeup used to simu-
late injuries.

The point, according to organiz-
ers, was to make clear to the young
visitors that poor choices can lead to
serious consequences. New Richland
Ambulance representative Sarah
Sundve said the dramatic represen-
tation is meant to provide “high im-
pact with low cost. If it saves one
life, that makes all this worth it.”

Sundve and other members of the
organizing team began planning the
event in April. Said NRHEG second-
ary principal Grant Berg, “We’re
hoping this will educate the students,

this is real, whatever damage we can
prevent is good.”

A damaged sedan and minivan
were provided for the event by Mis-
gen Auto Parts. The scenario repre-
sented is that driver Winter Pederson
was not only intoxicated, but texting
while behind the wheel when her car
collided with the minivan. Peder-
son’s injured passengers were Hazel
and Violett Botten. Passenger lan Ri-
skedahl was lying “dead” on the ve-
hicle’s hood after having been
thrown through the windshield

Driver of the minivan was Orion
Rider; in her vehicle were injured
passengers Jayden Tonkin, Jade
Bauldry, and Laila Schmidt. The
teacher who supervised the activity
was drama club advisor Holly Ped-
erson.

As the high school kids began
crossing the road to approach the
crash scene, the “victims” were al-
ready in position, the idea being that
the accident had only just occurred.
Actors continued their roles as one
by one the police arrived, then the

Crash continued on 8
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From left: Mark Griffith, Sarah Sundve and teacher Holly Pederson during the NRHEG mock crash staged near the NRHEG sec-
ondary school on Friday, Sept. 20. lan Riskedahl played the part of a crash victim, but stepped out of character for the sake of the

WASECA
CITY COUNCIL

Waseca
sets 5.2%
preliminary
tax levy
Increase

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher/Editor

The Waseca City Council ap-
proved its preliminary 2025
budget during its regular council
meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 17.
Two options were presented to
the council; one entailed a levy
increase 5.2% higher than last
year’s, the other reflected an in-

Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann
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crease of 7.2%.

Council members were in
agreement the final levy for
taxes payable in 2025-which
must be determined by De-
cember—will be less than was ap-
proved Tuesday evening. The
7.2% option was quickly dis-
carded. City manager Carl Son-
nenberg offered: “As an
alternative to the proposed 5.2%
preliminary levy, the council
may consider increasing the pre-
liminary levy if you wish to get

Playing the roles of accident participants in the sedan during
last week's "mock crash" were lan Riskedahl, Hazel Botten, Vi-
olett Botten, driver Winter Pederson. In the van were driver Orion
Rider and passengers Jayden Tonkin, Jade Bauldry, and Laila
Schmidt.

a head start on phasing out spe-
cial assessments.”

In order to phase out special
assessments, for example, those
used on local street repairs, Son-
nenberg explained the city levy

D

I’'m Daniel ]. Johnson. For the past

would need to be increased ap-
proximately $240,000 to offset
the annual assessment income. A
phased approach over several
years would be an option to ease
the corresponding levy increase.
In the future if the council de-
cides to phase out special assess-
ments, it would likely consider a
5-to 10% rebate for currently as-
sessed properties.

Council member Jeremy Con-
rath said phasing out special as-

Council continued on 4

13 years, I've proudly served our
community by offering personal-
ized accounting services for you

DanieldJ.
Johnson

and your small business. From
tax preparation and bookkeeping
to financial planning, I'm here to
provide you with professional,
trustworthy, and reliable assistance.

* Financial Planning
e Accounting Services
* Bookkeeping

* Payroll Services

ACCOUNTING

Our Services
* Tax Planning & Return Preparation Services

* Estate and Trust Planning & Tax Preparation

Let’s work together and make your
financial dreams a reality!

LLC

115 North State Street,
Waseca, MN 56093
(507) 201-2484

Hours:
Mon - Thu
8 am -4 pm
Fri
8am - 12 pm

(507) 835-2770
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Emery Weber

EMERY WILLIAM WEBER,
age 98, of Waseca, passed away on
Wednesday, September 18, 2024,
at Benedictine Living in Owa-
tonna.

Born on May 24, 1926, in
Waseca, he was the son of Rudolf
and Lydia (Kruetz) Weber. Emery
attended rural Waseca Country
School until the eighth grade. On
December 11, 1944, Emery joined
the United States Army and served
his country during WWII until his
honorable discharge on December
2, 1946. He married Grace Wood
at the First Congregational Church
of Waseca on September 7, 1957.
Together, they operated a dairy
farm in rural Waseca, raising two
sons, Joel and Harold. In 1983,
they transitioned away from dairy
farming but continued to live in
rural Waseca, where Emery as-
sisted a cousin with his farm. He
also worked in building mainte-
nance at Corchrans in Waseca.

Throughout his life, Emery had
a deep appreciation for auctions.
He loved attending them and often
traveled across a five-state area to
participate in these events. This
lifelong interest eventually led him
to work with various auctioneers
until a few years before his pass-
ing. The friendships he formed at
these auctions and stories he col-
lected over the years became a
cherished part of his life. Emery
enjoyed caring for his properties
and socializing with friends at the
VFW. He was a cherished member
of the First Congregational Church
in Waseca and Sweet-Sommers
VFW Post 1642.

He is survived by his two sons,
Joel (Betty) Weber and Harold
(Joan) Weber, both of Waseca;
seven grandchildren: Jon (Kris-

Emery Weber

tine) Weber, Melissa Gilmore,
Christopher  (Kristin)  Weber,
Megan (James) Flintrop, Alicia
(Dustin) Stewart, Nicholas Weber,
and Andrew Weber; and great-
grandchildren: Bradley, Camdyn,
Adelynn, Elijah, Ezekiel, Henry,
Emery, Wallace, Grace, Dakota,
Emma, Adrian, Eileen, Leo and Jo-
seph; sister-in-law, Arlene Weber;
nieces, nephews other relatives and
friend.

Emery was preceded in death by
his parents; wife; two brothers,
Marvin and Melvin; sister-in-law,
Janet Weber; and several uncles,
aunts, and cousins.

A memorial service will be held
at 10:30 AM on Friday, September
27, 2024, at the First Congrega-
tional Church in Waseca, with Rev.
Ken Andrs officiating. Interment
will follow at Woodville Cemetery
in Waseca with military honors
provided by the Waseca VFW and
American Legion. Visitation will
be held for one hour prior to the
service at the church.

dsofuneral.com

Marcia Priebe

MARCIA ANN PRIEBE, age
79, of Waseca, passed away fol-
lowing a short illness on Monday,
September 16, 2024, at Owatonna
Hospital.

Born on September 10, 1945, in
Waseca, Marcia was the daughter
of Henry and Marie (O’Riley)
Paulson. She attended Waseca
Public Schools and graduated with
the class of 1964. On December
19, 1964, Marcia married John E.
Priebe at First Congregational
Church in Waseca. They began
their married life in Mankato while
John continued his education. For
the next ten years, they lived in the
Twin Cities, where Marcia worked
as a record keeper for North Me-
morial Hospital. In 1976, they re-
turned to Waseca, where they
raised their three sons. Marcia later
worked at Waseca Memorial Hos-
pital in record keeping before start-
ing her own business, assisting
others with their finances. She ini-
tially operated this business from
their farm home before moving to
Otisco Bank and eventually work-
ing alongside her husband at the
Priebe Financial office in Waseca.

Marcia enjoyed playing cards,
especially with the Monday Card
Club, traveling, and attending her
grandchildren’s sporting events.
She was an active member of
Trinity Lutheran Church in Wilton
Township, where she helped with
funeral lunches and participated in
various church activities. Marcia
was always willing to lend a help-
ing hand and will be remembered
as a devoted wife, caring mother,
and loving grandmother. Blessed
be her memory.

Marcia is survived by her sons:
Jim (special friend, Laurie Mari-
ner) and Justin, both of Waseca,;
grandchildren: Jovae Priebe, Jalea
(Eric) Spies, Zach Smith, Ben
Priebe (special friend, Madi
Luebke) and R.P. Priebe (special
friend, Grace Baker); great grand-
children: Kyra, Kendrich, and Cal
Spies, Kendyl Priebe; daughter-in-

Marcia Priebe

sisters-in-law, Yvonne Priebe and
Norine Paulson; many nieces,
nephews, other relatives and
friends.

She is preceded in death by her
parents; husband of 58 years; son,
John P. Priebe, grandchildren in in-
fancy, Noah and Samuel Priebe;
brother, Wayne Paulson; brothers-
in-law, Gerald Priebe, Dennis
Priebe, Dean Ihrke, and Phillip An-
derson.

Visitation will be from 2:00 —
5:00 PM on Sunday, September
22,2024 at the State Street Chapel
of Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt Funeral
and Cremation Service in Waseca.
Visitation will continue for one
hour prior to the service at the
church on Monday.

Funeral Service will be 11:00
AM on Monday, September 23,
2024 at Trinity Lutheran Church in
Wilton Township, Waseca County
with Rev. Larry Sipe, officiating.
Interment will follow at Woodville
Cemetery in Waseca.

Marcia’s family would like to
extend a special thank you to the
Waseca Police Department and the
staff at North Memorial Ambu-
lance, Mayo Clinic Health System
in Waseca and Owatonna Hospital
for the loving care their mom re-
ceived.

Memorials are preferred to the
Marcia Priebe Family to go to-

law, Jenny Priebe; siblings: IveLee ~ wards

(Norm) Wolfe, Dorothy Ihrke, Suicide Prevention and Mental

Ilene (Bob) Nikoley, Diane Ander- ~ Health Awareness.
DSOFuneral.com

son, and Dale (Linda) Paulson;

Service organizations
collaborate to raise
more than $5,000

“National Community Week”
unites members of Rotary, Ex-
change, and Lions in a powerful
week of collaboration.

For many years, this initiative has
shown the incredible impact that
can be achieved when local service
organizations work together.

Rotary co-president Amy Potter
challenged both the Exchange Club
and the Lions to help raise dollars
for the Waseca Area Neighborhood
Service Center’s Back Pack Pro-
gram.

Potter said, “We are so thankful
for the Waseca Area Neighborhood
Service Center and all of the vol-
unteers who coordinate this pro-
gram that helps provide our students
with nutritional food throughout the
coming school year.”

This is just one of the programs
local service clubs participate in that
addresses key community needs,
said Diane Beckman, president of
the Waseca Lions Club. “We were
proud to join the challenge.”

“With the commitment of all the

clubs’ members, we were able to
raise $5,126.00 and collect some
food donations this year for the
BackPack Program,” Potter said.

Exchange Club leader Mikhail
Rostislavovich observed, “By pool-
ing resources and efforts, we as
service organizations are able to
create lasting, positive changes in
our community. This project high-
lights the power of partnership and
community involvement.”

Cindy Kolander, executive direc-
tor of the Waseca Area Neighbor-
hood Service Center said, upon
receiving the check, “All I can say
is WOW! What a great way to start
the new school year. With the help
of Rotary, Exchange, and Lions, the
BackPack Program we will be able
to fill over 1,000 backpacks for stu-
dents who may need extra food over
the weekend.

“Thank you, thank you, thank
you, for your support of this pro-
gram. We couldn’t do it without all
the community support your organ-
izations have given us.”
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rated to raise more than $5,000 for the Waseca Area Food Shelf
"Backpack" program, which sends food home each weekend
during the school year with children who live in food insecure
settings. Pictured are (from left) Amy Potter, Rotary; Beverly Her-
findahl, chair of the Waseca Area Neighborhood Service Center
(WANSC) board; Diane Beckmann, Lions Club; Mikhail Rostisla-
vovich, Exchange Club; and Cindy Kolander, executive director

of WANSC.

Skoll! Row the boat! Go Bluejays!

The Minnesota Vikings lost their
star quarterback to free agency. Cap-
tain Kirk opted for the millions of
dollars offered to him by Atlanta.
Our new hopeful, J.J. McCarthy,
went down with a knee injury in a
preseason game. We drafted him
high out of national champion Mich-
igan and he appeared to be our future
QB. All of the football experts and
many of the loyal Vikings fans ex-
pected the Vikings to have a down-
season.

Enter Sam Darnell, a QB who has
not done well for NFL teams in the
past. Despite that, he's been spectac-
ular leading the Vikings to a couple
of early wins and given Viking fans
hope; maybe a trip to the playoffs.
He delivered a highlight, 97-yard
touchdown pass to star receiver J.J.
Jeferson in a win over highly re-
garded San Francisco.

The Minnesota Gophers are off to
a good start and are “rowing the
boat” to victory. The Big Ten confer-
ence has added several new teams,
making Gopher football much more
interesting. Football has gone from a
four-team to a twelve-team playoff to
crown a national champion, bringing
new excitement for college football
fans everywhere.

Our high school football team is
also off to a great start. Head coach
Brad Wendland puts a super compet-
itive squad on the gridiron every fall
season. Ed Hoehn does a tremendous
job running the Blue Jay youth foot-
ball program and develops a great
number of young players for Brad

Wendland's varsity. Brad and staff
coach them up, aligning the Blue
Jays to be in the conference and play-
off hunt every season.

I coached in the varsity Waseca
football program for many seasons
and was honored and privileged to be
the defensive coordinator for head
coaches Terry Gilbertson, Keith
Kottkee, and Joel Tlayford. I worked
with Terry for 25 years. Time to
share some memorable Bluejay foot-
ball moments.

Probably the biggest game I was
involved in was a win against St
Peter. Their team was ranked number
one in the state and was loaded with
athletes, even some division 1
players. We upset them and won in
front of a packed house on our home
field. Joe (Rocka) Hoehn rushed for
over 200 yards, our players left ev-
erything on the field. St Peter went
on to easily win the state champion-
ship. Pioneer sports writer Jim Lut-
gens covered the game for our local
paper. Jim was a young, rookie,
sports writer back then. He wrote a
page and a half article with the story,
pictures, interviews and did an
Emmy Award winning performance
covering the game.

Another great moment, we were
playing at New Ulm and were behind
by a couple of points and had the ball
for the last play. We were 60 yards
from the end zone, leaving little hope
for victory. Lucas Miller caught a
short pass and ran right with the en-
tire Eagle defense on his heels. He
eluded a couple of tacklers, reversed
his run, and scampered down the left
sidelines for the winning score.
Coach Bill Walter ran down the side-
lines, escorting him to the endzone,
running over others in his way.

Gilby was a creative sixth-grade
teacher and came up with the most
creative coaching preparation I’ve
been involved with. St Peter and
Fairmont were perennial conference
powers. We’d lost a couple of home
games and were undefeated on the
road. We were playing Fairmont at
home for the conference champion-
ship. We decided to make it a road
game. The late Bill Kemp drove us
in a bus around Lake Sakatah in Wa-
terville. We unloaded at our locker
room, got dressed, played football,
and won a conference championship.

I've also been involved in a couple
of unbelievable football coaching
bloopers.

We decided to punt on a fourth
down. The punt team took the field
and prepared for action. The signal
caller began barking cadence to the
center to snap the ball to the punter.
I yelled out “Coach, where's the
punter?” the coach yelled back “He's
standing next to us.” Before we
could call time out, our center
snapped the ball to no one. The op-
ponent recovered the bouncing foot-
ball.

We were having a difficult season
winning football games and playing
at Jackson. Our opening drive stalled
inside the Jackson ten-yard line. We
were huddled with the defense on the
sidelines delivering a five-up talk.
We took a little too long. The referee
signaled to start the clock. Jackson
was lined up ready to go without a
Blue Jay on the field. Their coaches
yelled at them to run a play. The
Jackson running back ran down the
sidelines, uncontested, toward the
end zone. The Blue Jay defense ran
at an angle onto the field in panicked
pursuit, just managing to tackle the
Jackson player on our seven-yard
line. The stands behind us were si-
lent. I remember someone calling out
“What kind of a bleeping football
play was that?”

Have fun watching football this
fall. You never know which ap-
proaching moment will provide you
with stories to tell for decades.
SKOLL, Row The Boat, and GO
BlueJays!! GO Panthers!! Go Bull-
dogs!!
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sessments is a good idea.

“This is a big deal,” Conrath con-
tinued. “I don’t think this should be
rushed into. It’s going to take a lot of
council and staff time and lots of
public hearings.”

Conrath said this could get started
in 2026.

“When we do things quickly, we

get them wrong,” Conrath con-
cluded. “When we do this, I want to
get it right.”

Mayor Randy Zimmerman said
his biggest concern is the commit-
ment, which he said will take 20
years because it is “a fundamental
change in government and how we
do things.”

Ultimately the council approved 6-
1 the levy increase of 5.2%, with
council member John Mansfield vot-
ing no. Mansfield, who is not seek-
ing re-election, has frequently
expressed his strong dislike for spe-

Ali and Willy Malecha are excited to continue to
bring you the excellent service you have come
to expect at Dave’s Body Shop!

Serving Waseca and the surrounding
areas for more than 30 years!

715 S State St,
Waseca, MN

(507) 835-8615

Hours:
Sat-Sun.......... Closed
.......... 8 AM-5 PM

cial assessments.

Sonnenberg explained increases in
this year’s budget, which total about
$300,000 more than last year, are
based mostly on three factors. Health
insurance provided to employees as
part of their benefits package will
cost $226,000 more than last year.
Adjustments in wages paid to staff
will add $101,000. Cost of living ad-
justments in wages are expected to
be $157,000.

The total number of anticipated
cost increases, Sonnenberg said,
would have resulted in a budget up-

tick of 10.9%, but Sonnenberg and
the finance director used one-time
transfers from state aid funds to help
bring the number down to 5.2%.

The final levy, which is scheduled
to be adopted by the city council on
December 17, cannot be higher than
the preliminary levy, but it can be
lower. Further discussion regarding
the general fund budget and levy will
take place after health insurance
quotes are received at the end of Sep-
tember.

A budget work session is sched-
uled for Oct. 15.

& Residential
Snow Removal

CAFE,

e SINCE 1942 »

Great Home Cooking ¢ Catering

Full Breakfast Menu ¢ Daily Lunch Specials
104 State Street, Waseca MN ¢ 835-1259

BATTENFELD
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Lawn Maintenance Zach Battenfeld
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zachbattenfeld@gmail.com
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Rachel and Joe Riska played the role of "Dr. and Mrs. Forth-

o i, T

right" for the Sept. 17 "Quacks and Cure-alls" trivia contest held
by the Waseca County Historical Society.

enjoyed popcorn, beverages, and equal parts of confusion and
humor as they answered questions about bizarre forms of med-
icine offered during the 1920s and '30s.

Pioneer photos by Deb Bently

‘Quacks and
Cure-alls’
contest full

of fun,

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

About 20 people gathered at the
Waseca County Historical Society
(WCHS) the evening of Sept. 19 to
take part in the Society’s special
event built around their current ex-
hibit. On display in the museum are
items ranging from elaborately
formed stoppered bottles to needles
and stethoscopes to a ceramic serv-
ing jar designed to infuse water with
radioactivity. All are part of the mu-
seum’s presentation “Snake Oil: The
Dark Side of Early Minnesota Med-
icine,” which will continue through
early November.

Also associated with the display is
an Oct. 19 program named “Violet
McNeal’s Medicine Show World,”
which invites those in attendance to
see both “a human snake alive” and
a sword swallower. The WCHS fall
newsletter tells that Violet McNeal
operated a widely popular show in
the 1920s which used spectacle and
misrepresentation to market
“McNeal’s Miracle Elixir,” which
she claimed could “cure anything

humor

from rheumatism to a broken heart.”
The Oct. 19 event will provide some
entertainment imitating McNeal’s
techniques.

The Sept. 19 trivia contest fea-
tured Mankato area actors Rachel
and Joe Riska playing the part of
“Dr. and Mrs. Forthwright.” Partici-
pants formed teams to take part in “a
simple game of trivia” which asked
about quack medicine marketed dur-
ing the 1920s.

Questions asked participants to
name the most common ingredients
in some of the “elixirs” of the day,
learning they were alcohol and min-
eral water. As the hour of questions
continued, participating groups were
given time to consult among their
members regarding possible answers
to questions like, “What was the
‘electromagnetic helmet’ advertised
to cure?” (Chronic headaches) and
“What toxic substance was widely
regarded as having healing proper-
ties?” (Mercury).

WCHS continued on 9

In charge of planning and operating the Historical Society's

trivia contest were (from left) Historical Society staff member
Amy Danielson, volunteer Dale Groskreutz, researching Virginia

w

McCarthy, and Joe and Rachel Riska.

The "Nosy Nurses" took home a hard-won set of prizes after
an evening of 1920s and 1930s trivia questions.

-~/ School Board
As NRHEG

Board
approves
preliminary
2025 levy

By DEB BENTLY
Staff Writer

During the New Richland-
Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva
(NRHEG) school board’s regular
monthly meeting on Sept. 16,
district business manager Karla
Christopherson summarized
briefly that, of the district’s $13
million annual budget, about $2 4
million is covered by property
taxes levied against land, homes,
and structures within the district’s
boundaries, which reach into
three counties including Waseca,
Freeborn, and Steele. The antici-
pated levy amount reached in
preliminary calculations is that,
whereas the district levied for
$2,402,000 in 2024, it is likely to
levy for $2.472,000 in 2025,
about $70,000 more, which
amounts to less than a one-per-
cent increase.

Based on state law, all pub-
licly-funded agencies must sub-
mit a preliminary tax levy to
relevant county governments.
Counties then send property
owners a statement during No-
vember letting them know what
their anticipated property tax bur-
den from all sources will be dur-
ing the upcoming year. Taxpayers
have the opportunity to attend a
“truth in taxation” meeting in De-
cember, where they can acquire
further information about how

NRHEG continued on 8

JWP approves preliminary levy

By RACHAEL JAEGER
Staff Writer

During the Janesville-Waldorf-
Pemberton (JWP) school board
meeting on Sept. 16, board members
approved the district’s 2025 prelimi-
nary levy amount.

Business Manager Wendy Dieker
told board members the district saw
a big drop in its “adjusted daily
membership” (ADM), from 678 to
623. Although not exactly the same
as the number of students attending
the school, ADM is the figure used
by the state to determine some por-
tions of the funding the school will
receive.

Dieker told board members the
largest factor in the falling number
are “post-secondary option” enroll-

ments—an opportunity for qualified
students in grades 11 and 12 to begin
taking college courses rather than at-
tending classes at JWP.

JWP’s budget for 2023-’24 was
$10.4 million, of which $2.5 million
was levied from local property taxes.
Its 2024-°25 revenues are expected
to be about $85,000 higher; the dis-
trict’s preliminary levy amount is set
at about $8,000 less than in 2024.

Dieker explained to board
members that many school districts
list the maximum allowable levy in
their September preliminary reports
since the final number, due in De-
cember, can be lower than the one
provided at this time but cannot be
higher. She further explained if JWP
asks for less than the maximum,
there’s a chance the district could

JWP
SCHOOL BOARD

short itself as further data is collected
and numbers are revised.

The school board also approved a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) between the JWP School
District and the JWP Education As-
sociation for the statewide Reading
to Ensure Academic Development
(READ) Act. As part of this recently
legislated program, school districts
receive supplemental funding for the
extra time teachers must spend to be-
come acquainted with the expected
materials and protocols, but receipt
of the funds is dependent upon reach-
ing an agreement with teachers re-

garding how much time and how
much pay they will receive for the
training.

JWP has determined at least some
teachers will need 87 hours of train-
ing and collaboration time to meet
the state’s expectations. Superintend-
ent Jeremy Erler told board members
roughly 64 of those hours would be
within the school calendar, leaving
teachers to use about 23 hours of
their own time. The MOU specifies
the $24 per hour rate of pay they will
receive for those hours, as well as the
means they will use to verify com-
pletion of the work. Erler anticipates
participating teachers will receive
about $480 for the training over the

JWP continued on 12

Sandi Prange, owner of Past & Present in Waseca, in the pro-
cess of changing the decor in her specialty shop from late

summer to early fall.

Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann
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27 years at Past
and Present

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

“Past and Present” is a cozy little
shop on the west side of North State
Street, just past its intersection with
Eleventh Avenue. Upon entering, the
visitor is met with the smell of
home-baked goods or floral scents,
along with the peaceful sound of
water fountains at the entry.

Sandi Prange and her husband
Randy are the owners of Past &
Present. Their experiences seem to
show operating a store for 27 years

is no easy feat. The couple acquired
the building after it had been in use
as a gas station called Dave’s Service
and Marine. To set up their retail
shop, Sandi says the front counter
was relocated, but other than that not
much of the building’s layout has
changed. The first room to the right
has a 1948 Plymouth sitting on the
hoist; it’s been there the past 27
years. Adding to the “automotive

Prange continued on 12
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Waseca
sets 1.3%
preliminary
tax levy
Increase

By MELISSA DUNN
Staff Writer

September is the Minnesota
School Board Association’s
School Board Recognition
month, and Superintendent Eric
Hudspith began this month’s
regular meeting with a brief
video honoring the duties and re-
sponsibilities of members.

Community Education (CE)
director Nikki Benson presented
a report of youth and adult en-
richment classes and recreation
programming offered to the
community during the summer
and into this fall as well as up-
coming offerings. Benson told
the board many of the youth pro-
grams were full and additional
sections were added, and that her
department is in need of a pro-
gram coordinator to assist with
the student enrichment and rec-
reation programs as well as take
charge of the gymnastics pro-
gram. After temporarily using
only online resources to share in-
formation, the CE department
returned to printing a small

Waseca continued on 8
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WASECA HOMECOMING 2024

WASECGA ROYALTY
3023 Ava Omtvedt, Jack An-
erson
2022 Samantha Azure, Will
Kin
202!‘ Alayna Akers & Miguel
Beltran
2020 Gabriela Rodriguez &
Zander Fitzsimmons
2019 Gus Boyer & Xander
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2016 Jessica Hodge & Tom 1 & ,« ‘ Vi Wa
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The 2024 Waseca Homecoming Gourt: (front, from left) Kendall Bowers, Lexi
Kanewischer, Addison Pfeifer, Sophie Chanra, Lucia Mansfield and Mia Kane-
wischer. Back, from left: Joseph Mixteco-Perez, Ben Hagen, Damarius Russell,

2014 Jordyn Berg, Mikayla Rol-
ling & Jared Rudolph
2013 Gorinne Dennis &

i

;gfé“ f:,glngeal:,ie & Gunner Tauston Rupe, Braydon Hoof and Garson Ohnstad. Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

Johnson

2011 Erica Hall & Kevin Glynn

2010 Crystal VonEndee & Bran-

don Pederson WASECA H@MEC@MHNG 2@24

2009 Danni Collins & Justin E——— T T T P TR
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2008 Stephanie Possehl & v -y '

Galeb Davis

2007 Taylor Froehle & Ethan

Schultz

2006 Abby Neigebauer &

Dustin Platte

2005 Katey 0'Neil & Kyser Bar-

telt

2004 Molly Kolpin & Matt

Strehlow

2003 Megan Conway & Zack

Walgenbach

2002 Charity Hall & Matt Hines

2001 Katie Bluhm & Ben Janike

2000 Lindsay Wadd & Jeff

Mosser

1999 Josie Yess & Levi Kaiser

198 Molly Armold & Reid Bar- BLUEJAYS

telt

1997 nn Staloch 8 Mark 1989 Tricia Hansen 1977 Shawn Milbrett

Krautkremer 1987 llelg Gehring 1975 Elizabeth Welna

1995 Katie Anderson § Jacob 1986 Jodi Mullen 1974 Nancy Markus

Conway 1985 Deb Kuhns 1973 Penny Felber

1993 Julie De 1982 Julie Gehjnﬂ John Gleason

1992 Angela ‘arguth 1981 Anne Pfeifer 1971 Mary Welna

1991 Tanya Jensen 1980 Dawn Peterson 1970 Jan Nicolin

1990 Cristeen Schumacher 1978 Lisa Fuller 1969 Garol Gollins
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WASECA HOMECOMING 1979

Patti Paschall escorted by Tim Warweg, Sara Sandberg escorted by
Steve Kohnert, Jackie Johnson escorted by Dave Roesler, Kay Neu-
mann escorted by Eric Henderson, Kelly Mokoff escorted by Jeff
Sjoberg, Stevonna Isaacson escorted by Jayson Bezdichek

i a

THE QUEEN’S GCOURT
Queen Sandra Warner and her atten-
dants are pictured here. Seated on the
top row from left are the senior class at-
tendants — Barbara Osmundson and
Anita Torbert. The junior class repre-
sentatives — Judy Bartz and Sharon
Klinger are seated on the bottom row.

Jr Royalty
Gilson,
Milo DeWees
2022 Ella Marlin,
Emmett Byron

2021 Mya Marlin,
Peyton Teders & Kor-
bin Collins
2020 No Jr Royalty-
ga‘l';dsw L

ney Langager
& Keenan I':t‘{llinsg y
2018 Abby Gilson &
Ashten Benavides
2017 Zoe Popp & Miles

5373 Audrianna Will-
ingham & Ryan DeW-
ees

2015 Ellie Hoehn &
David Hodgkins

2014 Avery Madsen &
Riley Mitchell

2013 Ella Holub &
Alen Kopetzki

2012 Katelynn Hodg-
kins & Owen Link
2011 Lindsey Kopetzki
& Parker Link

2010 Sophie Alinder & Ryan Wendland
2009 Reagan Vilt & Blake Wendland
2008 Kennedy Hodgkins & Marcus
Priebe; Gourtney Davison & Jonah Jimmer-

2007 Lexi Hodgkins & JP Swanson
2006 Alexa Shafer & Tyler Wendland
2005 Andrew Kaiser & Glaire Harris
2004 Ben Weller & Whitney Davison

KING AND

Kyser Bartelt and Katherine 0’Neil

QUEEN 2005

2001 Torren Byrd & Gaitl
illiams &
1999 Tim Christopherson & Keari Harris
1998 Kyle Gosens & Mackenzie Koble
1992 Peter Swanson & Elizabeth Hansen
1990 Omni Ayers & Justin Ask

1989 Brittany Feder & Golby Swanson
1988 Katie Zika & John Robert Currie
1986 Lindsey & Brin

1985 Heidi Hammond & Brian Kunz

F e 2 NEE
CORM/COUNTRY
\ /),

\A )
Ny SEED?

TYLER HUBER
BECK'S HYBRID DEALER

(507) 461-3756

corncountryseedco@gmail.com

pLINT & TIESENT

Antiques, furniture, decorative
finds - vintage and new! Stop in
and find your perfect treasure!
Open Tues - Sat, 10 -5!
1101 North State Street
Waseca, Minnesota

A G

SCORPION DEN

SELF DEFENSE
& TRAINING

Robert Tackett
661-616-7026
101 State St South, Waseca MN

beckshybrids.com 507-835-4000 The RED Alley Door
( A, ’ o ) v
(2+O’Brien MINNWEST
GUARDIAN ENERGY | | o TAXE&ACCOUNTING WA BANK
Matt O’Brien
212 135::1:}{823e NE 102 South Main St
AMERICAN MADE Waseca, MN 56093 Waldorf, MN 56091
FARMER OWNED Ph: 507-201-3820 PH: (507) 239-2166

www.guardiannrg.com

Fax: 507-201-3822

email: matt@wmnta.com

\ J

FX: (507) 239-2249
WALDORF iBic &

QUEEN’S GOURT: Terry Welander, DeeAnn Nissen, Queen

<

Mary Welna, Kathy Eberline, Laurie Larson, Junior Atten-
dants; Wendy Nelson and Greg Eberline.

1983 Anne Gilbertson & Mark Zika

1982 Hilary Feder & Jared Dufault

1981 Angie Hammond & Ghad Gilbertson
1980 Katie Walter & Joel Wessman

W MINNWEST
/A BANK'

Commercial, agricultural and personal banking

200 2nd Street NE
Waseca, MN 56093
PH: (507) 835-4220
FX: (507) 835-7751

WASECA ibic &2

Hours: i

Sat-Sun 715 S State St,
Closed

M-F Waseca, MN
8AM-5 PM (507) 835-8615

1978 Krissy Williams & Tim Beckman
1976 Katie Bendix & Kevin Walter

1974 Eddie Williams & Debbie Williams

1971 Wendy Nelson & Greg Eberline

GRANDSTAY.

HOTELS

2201 STATE STREET NORTH
(HWY 13 N), WASECA, MN 56093
www.GRANDSTAYHOSPITALITY.com

507.835.0022
866.936.STAY

thrivent

DIANE BECKMANN

LUTCEF, FICF, FIC
Financial Associate
201 2nd St NE,
Waseca, MN 56093
(507) 835-9899

Ameriprise %

Financial

Kevin W. Walter, CRPC®
Financial Advisor

203 2nd St NE

Waseca, MN 56093-2903

T: 507.835.7080
C:507.521.1360

F: 507.835.7082

kevin.x.walter@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/kevin.x.walter

An Ameriprise Financial franchise

Waldor,
Welding & Machine
Design & Fabrication..You break it,

dream it or want it we can make it!

403 S Main St, Waldorf, MN

(507) 239-2395

waldorfwelding@gmail.com
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Federal assistance
deadline extended
to October 27

ST. PAUL —Homeowners and
renters who suffered damage to
their property from the severe
storms and floods of June 16 to
July 4 have additional time to apply
for federal disaster assistance. Al-
though the Waseca Disaster Recov-
ery Center will close at the end of
the business day on Sept. 27, appli-
cants have other channels which
can be used to submit their infor-
mation.

FEMA has extended the applica-
tion deadline to October 27, 2024,
for survivors in 21 Minnesota
counties.

FEMA assistance may include
funds for temporary housing while
you are unable to live in your home,
such as rental assistance or reim-
bursement for hotel costs; funds to
support the repair or replacement of
your primary home, including pri-
vately-owned access routes such as
driveways, roads, or bridges; and
funds for disaster-caused expenses
and serious needs, such as repair or
replacement of personal property
and vehicles, funds for moving and
storage, medical, dental, child care,
funeral expenses, and other pre-ap-
proved miscellaneous items.

Disaster survivors who have not
yet applied for FEMA assistance
should apply online at DisasterAs-
sistance.gov, use the FEMA App on
their phones, visit a Disaster Recov-
ery Center or call 800-621-3362. If
you use a relay service such as
video relay service, captioned tele-
phone service or others, give
FEMA your number for that service
when you apply.

For even more information about
the disaster recovery operation in
Minnesota visit www.fema.gov/dis-
aster/4797.

i

Disaster recovery assistance is avail-
able without regard to race, color, reli-
gion, nationality, sex, age, disability,
English proficiency, or economic status.
Reasonable accommodations, including
translation and American Sign Lan-
guage interpreters via Video Relay
Service will be available to ensure ef-
fective communication with applicants
with limited English proficiency, dis-
abilities, and access and functional
needs. If you or someone you know has
been discriminated against, call FEMA
toll-free at 800-621-3362. If you use
video relay service, captioned telephone
service or others, give FEMA your
number for that service.

m NRHEG

from Page 5

their money is being distributed.
NRHEG?’s truth in taxation meeting
was set for 6 p.m. Dec. 16 at the
district’s secondary site located in
New Richland.

Public comment was received
from Tracy Smith, who has chil-
dren in the district. Smith pointed
out that, while the nurse’s office at
the Ellendale site is manned full
time by a licensed practical nurse
(LPN), the office at the New Rich-
land site is sometimes not. “Unli-
censed staff does not have the
training to understand the types of
side effects or unexpected out-
comes which might be caused by
some medicines,” said Smith. Stat-
ing that errors made by staff have
already put students in danger, she
went on, “For everybody’s safety
and welfare, the district should
have licensed [medical] staff avail-
able at all times.”

School board members were pre-
sented with certificates of appreci-
ation in observance of “School
Board Appreciation Month,” as
sponsored by the Minnesota State
School Board Association. As he
presented the certificates, district
superintendent Michael Meihak
thanked board members for their
dedication to the district’s students
and their willingness to contribute
their time, experience, and knowl-
edge to keep the district moving
forward.

During administrative reports,
elementary principal Craig Ko-
petzki told board members parents
have been complimenting the new
student drop-off zone which is part
of the expanded paved area added
during this past summer’s construc-
tion projects. Kopetzki explained
the new zone has a clearly marked
one-way traffic pattern which re-
duces wait times and congestion.

District community education di-
rector Macy Whiteside provided in-
formation  about  preschool
education programs. At the Ellen-
dale site, 18 3-year-olds and 23 4-
or 5-year-olds are registered; in
New Richland, there are 17 3-year-
olds and 23 4- or 5-year-olds, for a
total of 82 participants.

Secondary principal Grant Berg
told board members students seem
to be complying with the newly im-
plemented cell phone policy which
forbids phones from being visible
or in use during class hours. He re-
ported that “Impact Teen Driver”
seemed valuable and worthwhile,
and that he hopes to schedule it
every year from now on. The hour-
long presentation, which includes
comments and observations from
state highway patrol officers and a
dramatic video regarding the con-
sequences of poor choices while
driving, was presented to NRHEG
sophomores on Sept. 4.

Student travel arrangements oc-
cupied a significant portion of the
evening’s meeting.

Secondary social studies teacher
Theresa Buendorf summarized the
summer trip to Australia which she
supervised this past summer
through the student travel company

Education First (EF). Buendorf said
a total of 48 travelers from NRHEG
spent 10 days in Australia and New
Zealand; the group included six
parents who paid to accompany
one of their children, as well as one
adult chaperone for each six student
travelers—the EF company’s rec-
ommended number.

Buendorf was given approval to
organize a 2026 trip to Europe. She
told board members the 10-day
journey would include London,
England; Paris and Versailles,
France; Switzerland; Lichtenstein;
and Munich, Germany. As has been
the case for previous tirps, partici-
pants would be expected to pay for
the trip in advance; EF’s price is
$4,829. Any who cannot pay the
cost all at once can arrange to pay
monthly installments.

A trip to the 2024 Future Farmers
of America (FFA) national conven-
tion came within one vote of being
disallowed by school board
members, all of whom expressed
disapproval they were learning in
September about the organization’s
intent to transport 10 students to In-
dianapolis for an October 22 to 25
event. Members also expressed dis-
comfort with the request to use a
district school bus and driver as
transportation, and with the appar-
ent intent to have only one male
chaperone even though the trip was
scheduled to include participants of
both genders. After a motion to dis-
allow the trip failed on a 4 to 3 vote,
board members instead came up
with a list of criteria which needed
to be met before the trip would be
allowed. These included -either
sharing transportation with other
FFA groups in the region or finding
another means of transport which
did not entail a school bus; taking
at least two chaperones, one of each
gender; and ensuring that criteria
for selecting participants were fair
and equitable.

After spending roughly 40 mi-
nutes of their meeting time on the
topic, board members asked Mei-
hak to draft a set of criteria for all
future requests which involve stu-
dent travel.

Before going into a closed ses-
sion to address the annual eval-
uation of Superintendent Meihak’s
job performance, board members
authorized spending up to $51,000
for new storage cabinets to be in-
stalled in the secondary band room.
They also authorized spending no
more than $4,000 as a retainer fee
to a legal firm whose task is to take
care of legal paperwork which will
transfer ownership of two parcels
of land on the east side of School
Street to the school district. Current
owners of the property have agreed
to donate the land, which Meihak
says total to be about the size of
two residential lots, to the school,
as long as the district takes care of
the necessary legal work and fees.

FFA advisor Dan Sorum has
since told the Pioneer he is able to
comply with the criteria and is
going forward with the trip. He ob-
served that his request to take a
school bus was to make the trip eli-
gible for a $500 grant from the
Minnesota Corn and Soybean
Growers Association: the grant was
contingent upon using a vehicle
powered by biodiesel fuel.

m WAF

from Page 1

“We’re sponsoring a comedian
named Mary Mack and Trinity
Church Ladies-Up from the Base-
ment comedy show. It’s going to be
at the St. Ann's Parish Hall in Janes-
ville and will start at 5 p.m. on Oct
12.” Anyone interested in going, the
schedule will be: From 5-6 p.m. is
happy hour/food. 6-6:30 p.m. will be
the Church Ladies and Mary Mack
will perform at 7 p.m. Grams made

assurances that all the comedy is
very family friendly, “There is a lot
of off-color comedy out there, this
isn’t that. You can bring your kids.”
Tickets will be $40 and are also
available at Gidgets in Janesville and
Janesville Bank.

The celebration at Northeast Park
in Waseca was a way for the WAF to
say thank you and give back a little
to the community and have some
fun. Waseca Foundation president
Amy Potter, who helped organize
Thursday’s event said, “We’ve lasted
35 years because of all the giving
from Waseca businesses and com-
munity members. From 1985

through 2024, and in that time we’ve
helped Waseca county to receive
$5.8 million in donations.” For ex-
ample, the organization awarded
$83,050 in scholarships. In 2023
there were $9,950 in grants awarded
and so far in 2024 $20,400 has been
given away.

To further understand the WAF
and how they work, 16-year-old
Abigail Claire Wendland’s life was
tragically ended in 2011 in an auto-
mobile accident. Abigail’s parents,
Brad and Monica Wendland, started
the Abigail Claire Wendland Per-
forming Arts Fund to help fund per-
forming arts initiatives in the Waseca

community. Abigail also had a
brother and sister named Matthew
and Olivia. Because of the hard work
and determination from Abigail’s
parents and the WAF to acquire
funds, students like Anna Burns re-
ceived an Abigail Claire Wendland
Spirit Award in 2012. And Whitney
Storvick was a 2013 Scholarship Re-
cipient. Anyone interested in giving
to the Abigail Claire Wendland Per-
forming Arts Fund, or to WAF in
general, visit, https://wasecaare-
afoundation.org/give/. Leaders also
suggest that giving volunteer time is
another important way to contribute.

m Putnam

from Page 1

and ‘For the Birds’ was born.

The first thing Vought said when
she got up to speak was to give credit
where credit was due, “Shirley Baker
was our ringer because she used to be
a florist.” But the credit for the bird
cages didn’t stop with Baker or

Vought. The Wednesday Art Appre-
ciation group, along with Art Center
staff Dawn Schwartz’s bird paintings
were on everything from buckets to
canvases—including the cartoon fe-
line Sylvester eyeing Tweety Bird.
Executive  Administrator  Brad
Donner, Education and Program-
ming Director Christy Easton,
Deanna Bendix, Mary Shemonek,
Char Harguth, Cherie Jacobson and
Trudi Redmund-Fisher all had pieces
on display adding to or pertaining to
the bird cages. One at the entrance

was titled, “Attempted Murder,” and
featured crows surrounding what
looked like a birdcage acquired from
the Addams Family house.

Vought said she did her best to
come by all the bird cages, antique or
otherwise, locally. For the gallery
show, bird cages are classified by
season, so the complementary colors
and mood enhance the display. One
interesting aspect of the “For the
Birds” installation was that Vought
simply brought in her bird cages and
left: When she saw the display for

the first time, she said, “They did
such an outstanding job. I was just
amazed when I walked in, and
they’ve only had the bird cages since
Labor Day.”

As the speakers said thank you and
the crowd was dispersed to the Tea
Room for sparkling cider and choc-
olate tier or to appreciate the artwork,
Putnam asked everyone, “Please,
when you look at my artwork, I’'m
more interested in what it says to you
than to answer what inspired it.”

m Tesch

from Page 3

bike. Russell and Marie now have
their choice: They can pedal the bi-
cycle as before, use the electric
motor for assistance on hills or when
they grow tired, or simply turn on the
motor and head out for a ride, no
pedaling needed.

“I didn’t think it was possible,” re-
members Marie, “but it sure was a
good idea.”

The bike is about 20 pounds heav-
ier than before, the two observe.
Though it might be able to go faster,
they limit their top speed to about 15
miles per hour. With a fully charged
battery, they can ride about 25 miles
before it needs recharging.

When asked how it feels to ride
the bicycle without pedaling, Marie
responds simply, “It feels like we’re
enjoying ourselves.”

The two ride almost daily during
the warm part of the year, mostly
around Waseca. From their home in
town, they say they have endless
choices. They make use of the city
trails and often ride around one or
both of Waseca’s lakes. They will
also sometimes join up with family
or friends. Other favorite places to go
riding include Rochester and, as al-
ways, the southeast corner of the
state.

Russell and Marie speculate that,

without the modification, they might
barely be riding their bike at all any-
more. “We’re getting so much enjoy-
ment out of it,” says Marie
enthusiastically. “I feel like we could
go all day.”

Russell and Marie’s son Curtis and
his wife Patti are also regular bicycle
riders —although they do not typi-
cally go riding together. Curtis
chooses to ride competitively, and so
rides as much as 4,000 miles a year
in all types of weather in locations
scattered across the country. Patti
classifies herself as more of a recre-
ational rider, going for rides up to 10
miles long about five days a week
during the warmer parts of the year.

Patti, 60, jokes that Curtis, now 62,
“was glad when he turned 50 so he
could be in the senior divisions” of
competitions. Patti noticed she was
slowing down about five years ago
when her knees began to bother her,
taking so much of the pleasure out of
her rides that “I really wasn’t going
out much anymore.”

She remembers that, at that time,”
electric bikes were not well known,
and some of her acquaintances
laughed at the idea. Still, bicycles
were so much a part of her everyday
life, she wanted to give one a try.

Curtis arranged for a trial run and
she’s been riding one ever since.
Like Russell and Marie, she has the
option of pedaling the bike entirely
under her own power, using the elec-
tric motor for occasional assistance,
or simply letting the motor do all the

work. She says she chooses her
speed based on conditions. By law,
they are not supposed to go faster
than 28 miles an hour; faster speeds
would classify them as vehicles.

She says her almost-daily rides
take her “Wherever I feel like that
day; all over Waseca and around the
lakes.”

As for Curtis’s rides, “daily” has
been an absolute for the past 15 years
or more ““You just need the right tires
and good gloves, and you can ride
anytime,” he claims. “Sometimes I
have to wait for the snowplow to
come, but it’s rare that I don’t get in
at least 10 miles.” Curtis says he
rides back and forth to work at Tesch
Service Center along Elm Avenue
every day, purposely choosing a
route at least 10 miles long round
trip.

He says it all started when, as an
in-line skate racer, he decided to use
cycles for cross training. He discov-
ered he preferred bicycling, partly
because it felt safer and partly be-
cause time spent training can also be
enjoyable social time. If he’s not
traveling for a race or competitive
ride, he says he often joins rides
sponsored in the Mankato area by the
owners of the Nicollet Bike Shop.

He says groups of 6 to 10 people
who “like a challenge” will get to-
gether and ride 30 to 40 miles on
gravel roads with speed as a priority.
Among the group, Curtis says, most
have traditional bikes, but he is one
of three or four using an electric bike.

“It’s really useful when they want to
catch up,” he observes. His E-bike
weighs 29 pounds; when in use, the
motor automatically disengages
when the bike reaches 28 m.p.h.--
Curtis explains part of the reason is
that any two-wheeled vehicle ca-
pable of speeds above 28 m.p.h. can
no longer be classified as a bicycle.

Curtis owns nine bikes, only one
of which has electric enhancements:
each is set up for differing uses. One
is a “recumbent” cycle, which has
the rider much closer to the ground
than a typical bike, and which re-
quires a rider to use different mus-
cles.

By traveling to participate in com-
petitive rides, Curtis has been able to
qualify for national-level competi-
tion: “You have to be among the top
four in the state,” he explains, adding
that it doesn’t have to be the rider’s
home state.

He has three gold medals from the
2023 national competition: two were
won in timed events, the third was
for being the most accomplished sen-
ior cyclist “overall.”

He mentions having taken part in
a 200-mile gravel-road race in Kan-
sas which is “among the largest in
the world,” and another which takes
place in Oklahoma in March. He
says he typically attends 8 to 10 com-
petitions a year; his next one will be
a mountain bike event in Wisconsin
during September.

m Crash

from Page 3

fire department, then the ambu-
lances, then the hearse. The jaws of
life were used to take the top off the
car to remove the deceased victim,
who was loaded into the hearse and
driven away. Winter Pederson was

given a mock sobriety test, which she
failed; she was arrested, handcuffed
and put in the back of a police car.
Mark Griffith, director of South-
Central Emergency Medical Serv-
ices, was present making sure his
ambulances performed correctly.
Said Griffith, “Not only does this
give these emergency responders a
chance to use tools they might not
otherwise be able to use, which
equals more training, it also saves

lives. With school starting we have a
lot of kids on the road and if they’re
going to be out, we want them to
make smart choices.”

Griffith estimates it has been about
seven years since a mock crash was
organized in the area. The majority
of the emergency responders were
volunteers. There had been a drone
in the air but it was not a police one,
Waseca Sheriff’s sergeant Joshua
Langr said, “Usually officers drone

an area for evidence, so the judge
and lawyers get a better understand-
ing of what happened. If criminal
charges come up in court, all of that
is used.” Extra credit should go to
Winter Pederson, who put up a pretty
good fight when she was being “ar-
rested.” The entire event started at
1:30 p.m. and was over by 2:30,
when the students returned to their
classes.

m Waseca

from Page 5

number of brochures, which are
available at various locations around
town.

Benson said CE strategic planning
includes getting to know the com-
munity and learning more about the
opportunities its residents would like
to see offered. “We’ve been utilizing
our Facebook account as well as con-
tinuously updating our website, just
trying to get our information out
there and getting more people reg-
istered for our classes,” she said.
“Everybody’s got some sort of skill.

If we can find somebody to come in
and teach somebody else that...It
doesn’t have to be a three-hour class.
A few weeks ago an individual came
in and taught how to can tomatoes. It
was one hour, just ‘this is how you
do it.”” Benson said she is always
happy to talk to people about things
they want to teach or learn about.
“We can make anything into a class.
We’ll make it fun,” she said.
Superintendent Hudspith gave a
start-of-school update beginning
with the cell phone policy; he said
high school teachers have been re-
porting students are complying with
the policy that phones must be turned
off during class. “Everybody’s got
them turned off for that hour, so
they’re not missing out on anything.
Everyone’s in the same boat,” said

PH
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&B

Waseca Office
215 EIm Ave E
Waseca, MN
507-835-5240
888-835-5244

. 216 N Main St
: Janesville, MN
. 507-234-5106
| 888-980-1210

A PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION / ATTORNEYS AT LAW

. Janesville Office |

' Owatonna Office Faribault Office
. 150 W Park Sq = 415 2™ Ave NW
¢ Owatonna, MN | Faribault, MN

. 507-451-9000
. 866-451-9010

Your Trusted Local Law Offices for Over 50 Years

. 507-332-7425

Hudspith.

The superintendent also intro-
duced the possibility of a girls’
hockey program collaborating with
school districts in Faribault, Water-
ville, and New Richland. The co-
operative could be beneficial, he
said, since the Waseca program cur-
rently has fewer than 10 players.

He also reported that enrollment
numbers are holding at their current
levels, requiring a new posting for an
intervention teacher at the intermedi-
ate school. Interviews for a new busi-

ness manager took place last
Tuesday and Wednesday, with finals
taking place Monday.

“I’ve been in the buildings a lot
these first few weeks,” Hudspith said
as he wrapped up his report, “it feels
like a positive vibe. Obviously there

are the beginning of the year hurdles,
but it’s as smooth as you’d expect it
to be.”

Business manager Matt Moline
thanked board members for their
support as this meeting was his last.
In his report, Moline recommended
the board approve the maximum al-
lowed property tax levy and not set a
dollar amount, which is what he said
95% of all the districts in the state
will be doing. The preliminary 2025
tax levy is approximately 1.3% or a
$70,322.02 increase over 2024.

Finally, the board officially ap-
proved the 2024-25 school board
goals, updated the three-year govern-
ance plan, and officially approved
the new student cell phone use pol-
icy. The next workshop will be Oc-
tober 3.

GUARDIAN ENERGY

AMERICAN MADE, FARMER OWNED
www.guardiannrg.com

ETHANOL
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1924

- The writer and Bibbie are standing on the street near the Studebaker
establishment while the expert is testing the car. Something is the matter
with the clutch. It don’t amount to much but must necessarily be at-
tended to. We step into a corner drug store a moment and from here
note the immense traffic on the streets which is hardly less than is no-
ticeable in the big Twin Cities. In the meantime the balance of the party
have wended their way to the camp and placed the tent in position. Later
the car is brought to the garage and all walk several blocks up the in-
cline until we strike a street car line. A long distance is covered and we
are dropped off at the intersection of a street leading up through a forest
of poplar, pine and spruce and just where a high bridge crosses the dash-
ing stream of water that flows from the extreme heights above.

- W. R. Cabhill returned last week from a trip of over a thousand miles
to Prince Albert in Canada. He went from Janesville to Winnipeg and
then on to the westward. The trip was undertaken for business purposes
mainly but other incidental things transpired to make it interesting. The
country has been exceedingly dry in many portions which accounts for
the light crop of wheat which is but two hundred and seventy million
bushels this year to four hundred and seventy last year. This accounts
in a very large measure for the rise in the world’s prices in wheat. The
country seems to be thriving nevertheless.

- Last week the strict Conference of Southern Minnesota of the an-
gelical Lutheran Missouri Synod met at Janesville. Several papers were
read in which doctrinal matters were treated and biblical truths set forth
and besides a number of practical questions pertaining to Christian life
and church, polity were discussed. The keynote of all the discussion
was sounded in the sermon of Rev. Pfotenhauer. He based his remarks
on the words of the 19th Psalm: “The statutes of the Lord are right;
more to be desired are they than golf, yea, thou much f ine gold; sweeter
also than honey and the honeycomb.”

1949

- A week ago Sunday more or less excitement was in the air on count
of a black cat that had wandered to high places and landed up the roof
of St. Ann’s Catholic Church. Members of the Janesville Fire partment
and a number of citizens had gathered to rescue the feline climber from
its perch on high. Neighbors reported that the cat was seen on the roof
of the church on Thursday, so it is probable that it had been up there
for three days and night, or longer. In the accompanying pictures the
black spot on the upper view shows the cat calmly watching the pro-
ceedings.

- The benefit baseball game played here at Northside Park Sunday
afternoon between the Merchants and Red Sox resulted in a win for the
latter by a score of 14-5. Art Cahill and Billie ast, former high school
stars, shared honors on the hill for the Merchants with Harry Schroeder
behind the bat. Bob Schueneman dished m up for the Red Sox with Joe
Finley catching. Some of the players did not show up for the Merchants,
but the boys put up a pretty fair article of ball, considering never having
played together. Well, that winds up the baseball season for 1949.

1974

- The Golden Bears blanked Morristown 14-0 Friday night, but the
win didn’t impress the Janesville head coach. “Overall, I was very dis-
appointed,” Wiebusch told the Argus. “We had all the opportunities,
but every time we got in close, some simple mistake or missed assign-
ment would cost us the touchdown. Luckily for the locals, Morristown
was making the same mistakes.

- If 20 singers decided to join the Janesville High School chorus
today, rector Nancy Boettcher literally wouldn’t know where to put
them. With present practice facilities, she would have to hang them
from the ceiling or cram them into the trophy case that lines one wall
of the practice room. Supt. rwin Lochner would like to see more stu-
dents participate in chorus, but he doesn’t know where a larger group
could practice. “The only room available now for chorus practice is the
ticket lobby of the old gym,” he said. “This area has 280 square feet,
about the size of a 14 by 20 living room.”

- Immanuel Lutheran Church of Freedom Township is celebrating
their Centennial this to to s Sunday, September 9. A service of thanks-
giving and mission will be observed at 10 a.m. with the Rev. Herbert
Mueller, of Ann Arbor, Michigan, officiating. The Rev. Walter Mueller,
Austin, Minnesota, will be the guests speaker at the 2 p.m. service. Both
of these men are sons of the congregation. Special music by the Sunday
School and the band will be provided. The Rev. Stanley Rosenau cur-
rently is pastor at Immanuel.

1999

- The Janesville-WaldorfPemberton School strict has successfully
started its 19992000 school year. Along with new facilities, JWP has
welcomed 10 new staff members including high school principal Bill
Bunkers. Joining Bunkers at the high school are Sheryl mlo, vid Pe-
terson, Kersten Peterson, rcy Reed, and Mike Skinner. Joining the
JWP Middle School are Pat Jarvis and Kathy Lawson; and joining the
JWP ementary School are Cheri Barbknecht and Liz Winters.

- Janesville-WaldorfPemberton High School will celebrate home-
coming week Monday, Sept. 27-Friday, Oct. 1. Queen candidates are:
Brooke Anumdson, daughter of Blane and Kerry Amundson; Rachel
Hahne, daughter of Bill and Paula Hahne; Heidi Johnson, daughter of
Ritchie and Cherrie Johnson; Tenia Westphal, daughter of Mark and
Maria Westphal, and Lindsay Wolff, daughter of Tim and Sue Wolff.
King candidates are: Dan Gerdts, son of ug and Colleen Gerdts; Mike
Goettl, son of Mark and Sandra Goettl; llon Kruse, son of vid and
Rose Kruse; Carstin Nelson, son of Bill and Jody Finnegan; and Mike
Singleton, son of Avie and Charlene Singleton. otes for queen and
king candidates will be cast later this week. Students in grades 9-12
will vote.

- It took five games, but the Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton volley-
ball team stretched its winning streak to two at Glenville Sept. 14.
The Bulldogs won games two, three and five to pull out a 3-2 Gopher
Conference victory over Glenville- mons. The two teams split a pair
of five-game matches last season. Both teams evened their records at
2-2 for the year. The wgs won their second straight, and picked up
their first road victory of the year.

Waseca

25 Years Ago: September 21

-Members of the 1999 Waseca Marching Jays took to the streets Saturday
morning as part of the 12TH Annual Marching Classic. Taking home the
parade sweepstakes was the band from Grand Rapids which brought a total
of 171 students to Waseca.

-"This is a smaller remodeling jo,” said Bob Breck, building supervisor,
in reference to the interior construction work currently going on in the
Human Services building at 123 Third Avenue Northwest. Prior to this proj-
ect, Breck and his staff were involved in the recent remodeling of the Sher-
iff’s Department.

-John Ross, maintenance foreman for Waseca County, has been working
as the agricultural inspector part-time for the county for the past several
months. At the County Board of Commissioner meeting recently, Ross said
he’d put in thirty-six and a half hours a month in this capacity. He had been
able to handle seed sampling, weed inspection and complaints.

50 Years Ago: September 23

-Warm welcome — U OF M PRESIDENT C. Peter Magrath (center)
joins hands with UMW student Senate secretary Jen Manthey of
Waseca and Provost E.C. Frederick during Magrath’s first visit to the
University’s facilities this morning.

-Waseca’s two-year technical college branch of the University of Min-
nesota will have support from the new U of M president but will apparently
have to solve its own student housing problems. “I’m comfortable with the
knowledge that there should be a technical college in Waseca, Minnesota,”
Dr. C. Peter Magrath told newsmen during a press conference kicking off
his first visit to Waseca this morning.

-School resumes — UMW FRESHMAN Joel E. Johnson of Hector

(right) signs for a visit at the home of a faculty member this morning
as students began arriving for the start of fall classes at the University
of Minnesota at Waseca. As of noon, 526 students were registered.

75 Years Ago

-MRS. ELIZABETH HEFFELFINGER, prominent woman in Minnesota
affairs and observer in DP camps, will speak at Central high school audito-
rium Thursday, September 29 at 8 p.m. on Displaced Persons. She spent a
month this past spring in Germany as a guest of the U.S. Army. This was
the first time a woman had gone as an official observer.

-Four persons left Waseca yesterday and another will leave today to join
the United States Army. All of them were enlisted by Sgt. Jim Carlin in the
county court house. The four who left yesterday are Leroy A. Salsbury of
Janesville, Charles Sutlief of New Richland, Arthur J. Cahill of Janesville
and Harry L. Schroeder of Janesville. Salsbury enlisted for one year; the
other three signed for three years. Cahill and Schoreder will enter the signal
corps.

100 Years Ago

-A good way to store seed corn is to make shelves using chicken wire or
small mesh woven wire for the bottom of the shelves. This will give free
circulation of air. Make these shelves about three feet apart one over the
other. An old bed spring may be used for the bottom of the shelf too.

-Characterizing Defense Day as an occasion fully as productive of sen-
timent for world-peace as it is productive for an understanding of the ne-
cessity for national defense, Rev. C.M. Brandon, in his address at the
meeting Friday evening, expressed the opinion that persons who failed to
participate in the observation missed an opportunity to register their stand
for general amity.

-Jesse V. Kreeger, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harley D. Kreeger, returned last
Thursday after four years service in Uncle Sam’s navy, most of which the
time the young man spent on a revenue cutter, U.S.S. Cygan, on coast guard
duty in Alaskan waters. These cutters which are employed in chasing down
and intercepting rum runners, poachers and the like, are sturdy little 110-
foot boats with a 14-foor beam and develop about 16 knots.

In Brief

New Richland

25 Years back

e Homecoming 1999 officially got underway on Monday night at New
Richland when the Homecoming Royalty was introduced and the new
King and Queen were crowned. The gymnasium was decorated in black
and gray and white pillars that served as a backdrop on the stage for the
royal court. The candidates were all welcomed to the stage area and each
of the five couples then took their turn of walking on the runway, which
was lit with small white lights that had been laid out on the gymnasium
floor.

Margie Borys with the samples of the new “ELLENDALE” fra-
grance and cologne.

In June 1999, Margie became an independent Sales Representative for
Good Scents Ltd. The business originated in Princeton, Ill. Mary Jo He-
trick started the business in the basement of her home, mixing fragrances
and filling mail orders. She now runs a store in Princeton making custom
fragrances.

eMicheal Randy Dobberstein, son of Jim and Melanie, was born on
September 8, 1999 at 10:08 p.m. weighing 7 pounds. 15 ounces and
measuring 22 inches long. Grandparents are EImer and Mable Dobber-
stein of Ellendale and Donald and JoAnn Ress of Faribault. Micheal has
two big brothers, Brian and Jeff and two big sisters, Michelle and Ally-
son.

eCole Brody Thompson, son of Jena and David Thompson, was
brought to the Lord in Holy Baptism on Sunday September 19th at the
Community Lutheran Church. Brody Richards and Stacey Kubiatowicz
proudly served as sponsors for little Cole.

eThe Women's Resource Center of Steele County (WRC) will hold
the 4th annual Walk For Peace on Thursday, September 30, 1999, from
noon to 7 p.m. at Owatonna Central Park. The Walk For Peace is a com-
munity awareness event sponsored by the WRC to kick off October as
Domestic Violence Awareness Month. The Walk is designed to provide
an opportunity for people of all ages from Steele County to show their
support for a non-violent community.

50 Years Back

oThe Ellendale-Geneva Raiders girls worked themselves into a
late holiday present by winning the first Ellendale Holiday Tourna-
ment Saturday night January 3rd. In their opening game with Em-
mons the girls got off to a sluggish start and trailed Emmons, 7-12,
at the end of the first quarter. They started to pick up the Tempo in
the second quarter and managed a 26-26 tie by the half. Then early
in the third quarter, the Raiders defense took over while at the same
time the offense ignited and the girls scored 22 points while holding
Emmons to just 6 thus, led by 12 at the end of the quarter, 48-36.
Each team scored well in the fourth quarter, but Emmons Couldn't
overcome the lead and fell to the raiders, 67-57.

oQuilting came from the East long, long ago. Nobody knows who
began it, where it began, nor when. Quilting is also an American craft,
born out of Womens need to stretch their scarce dollars by using scraps
of fabric to make bedspreads and at the same time to tell their families
story and socialize with other women.

Woodyville Cemetery Tour

Sunday, Oct. 6
Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt Funeral
and Cremation Service is planning a
walking tour of Woodville Cemetery
for the afternoon of Sunday, October
6. The organization invites interested
individuals to keep an eye on the
company Facebook page for more
information and “sneak peeks.”

House of Rep. seat 19B
debate 7 to 8 p.m.
Tuesday October 8

Edel Fernandez and Tom Sexton,
both running for open Minnesota
House of Representatives seat 19B,
will face off in a debate from 7 to 8
p-m. Oct. 8 at the Waseca High

School Performing Arts Center.
Sponsored by the Waseca Area
Chamber of Commerce, this debate
is free and open to the public.

Christ the King Baked Po-
tato Bar Friday
October 11 from 11 a.m.

until 1 p.m.

Christ the King Lutheran Church,
Women of the Word (WOW), will be
holding a Baked Potato Bar luncheon
with all of the delicious toppings--
plus dessert, on Friday, October 11,
from 11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., at 309 6th
St. NE, in Waseca. Cost is $8/person.
Proceeds will go to Missions. A
drawing will be held for a mission
quilt that has been donated by the
CtK Quilters. Supplemental funds

provided by Thrivent. All are wel-
come!

Farmamerica Fall Festi-
val from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, October 12

Farmamerica’s Fall Festival will
be from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday,
October 12 at the Farmamerica
grounds. There will be tram rides to
view historic sites, a corn maze, con-
cessions, bounce houses, puppies
and farm animals. There is a $7 en-
trance fee, members get in free.

Pub & Grub Comedy
Tour at Starfire Event

Center 7 p.m., Oct. 12
Andrew Wegleitner will be per-

forming his comedy show beginning
at 7 p.m. Saturday, October 12, at the
Starfire Event Center in Waseca.
Also performing will be Dave Kous-
gaard. Ticket info is available at
www.BarComicTix.com

Kenneth Brae prison
camp survivor at 6 p.m.
Oct. 13 at Christ Com-
munity Church

Missionary Kenneth Brae was
held prisoner in a North Korean
prison camp and will share infor-
mation about his experience begin-
ning at 6 p.m. Oct. 13 at Christ
Community Church, 2200 Fourth St.
NE, Waseca. Korean snacks will be
available. Admission cost is a free
will donation.

m WCHS

from Page 5

Since neither reason nor logic
tended to be helpful in determining
the answers, responses tended to
consist of guesses, with partici-
pants offering some highly humor-
ous possibilities.

The “electric bath,” for example,
was not advertised to end “life” or
“infidelity” as some in the room
suggested, but rather rheumatism—
soreness in the joints and muscles.

Thus, “Dr. Forthwright’s” state-

ment at the start of the contest may
have been proven true: “Never un-
derestimate the ability of people in
groups to know less than an indi-
vidual.”

The “Nosy Nurses” eventually
prevailed over their competitors,
the “Sassy Sisters,” “Spellcasters,”
and “Hoorahs,” to take home the
prize: gift certificates to be used
for WCHS programs and merchan-
dise.

Along with the Riskas as em-
cees, the evening’s entertainment
was overseen by volunteer Dale
Groskreutz and WCHS staff
members Virginia McCarthy and
Amy Danielson.
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Waseca Music

C O M P A N_Y

YOUR LOCAL MUSIC STORE

Band Instruments  Repairs
Guitans - CD, DD, & Vinyl

907-835-2980

111 South State Street

Ry

AMANA

Rick’s Appliance

ricksappliancewaseca.com

Sales & Service
507-461-9615

Hours

M-F....7:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat.....7:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Sunday .....ccoveeeennn Closed

@ Speed Queen

Whirlpool

What do Smokey the
Bear & Norm Eckart
have in common?

Come

help Norw celebrate!

October 4th, Gpm-9pm, at the
Waseca American Legion

WE
i

Visit our new Showroom!
405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN

Turn your quality items into cash
at WaSeekers! Write a short
description, bring your items in
and they will go on WaSeekers
next auction. We sell just about
anything! WaSeekers takes in
new & gently used items, lists
them on our online auction
platform, & displays them in our
safe & secure store where you

can inspect them in person!

Contact Tina Mittelsteadt
507-351-4608

tina@waseekersonlineauction.com

Waseca

| Realty

info@waseca-realty.com
www.waseca-realty.com

c)\;a“\‘“ Tracto,

Your Presence is your gift!

LIVE AUCTION WEBSITE & SHOP
FOR LOCALS, BY LOCALS!

WASEEKERONLINEAUCTION.COM

NEW AUCTION
ENDS EVERY
WED, 8pm!

Tons more to see! ¢ waseekersonlineauction.com
or come in person at: 1372 South State Street, Waseca

507-833-SEEK(7335)

215 N State St., Waseca, MN

507-835-8116

Chuck Huebl
Broker

Kellie Roessler
Moseley
Executive
Assistant

Traci Schuch
Agent

Joe Glynn
Broker

Jenny
Goodlander
Agent

Waseca, MN
$29,900

Restaurant & Bar
204 1st Ave
Pemberton, MN

$310,000

- We’ll Lead You Home

300 2nd Ave
Pemberton, MN
3 bed - 1 bath
$109,900

1208 State St S
Waseca, MN
$305,000

5 LOTS FOR
SALE

Very nice large building lots
on the edge of Janesville.
Nice country view with 5 lots
available. Get them before
they are gone and build your
new home today!

xxx N West Street,
Janesvile, MN
$53,000 ea

108 N Main
Janesville, MN
Commercial

$99,900

nﬂ\“

o

2-bd, 1-bth home w/ basement
family room & large deck in a
peaceful setting in Otisco.

29067 132nd ST
Waseca, MN
$150,000

Johnson
APARTMENTS
507-456-9514
Operating in
Waseca, Steele,
Freeborn
Counties
johnsonrents.com

Aging in Place?

AmeriGlide offers affordable stair
lifts to keep you safe on the stairs.

Benefits of an AmeriGlide stair lift:
& Regain your independence

& Eliminate the risk of falls
on the stairs

~ CALLNOWTO
' SAVE $200 o

& Access all levels
of your home

AméVrTélide

SUMMIT
ON SECOND

APARTMENTS

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL
507-201-3474

We are accepting
applications for:
1 bedroom apartments

Income guidelines apply
Vouchers accepted

2 bedroom & 3 bedroom
Rent based on income

GET YOUR
DEGREE.

GET TO
WORK.

Schedule a campus
visit today!

T
™ |

S@QUTHEAST

Professionally managed by:

% BRUTGER

EQUITIES, INC.

Technical College

605-367-6040 | admissions@southeasttech.edu
SOUTHEASTTECH.EDU/VISIT
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1 Burger nite 5- | 2 6pm 3 7pm HALL 4 MEAT Raffle 5
7pm BAR Bingo BINGO 5:30
Horse racing 6:30pm
6 7 8 Burger nite 5- | 9 6pm 10 7pm HALL | 11 MEAT Raffle 12
7pm BAR Bingo BINGO 5:30
Horse racing 6:30pm
13 ALL YOU can 15 Burger nite 5-| 16 6pm 17 7pm HALL 18 WALLEYE | 19
EAT Breakfast VFW 7, BAR Bi BINGO
8:00amr—81$0£:SYour pm ngo or SHRIMP
Host Waseca Fu- DINNER 5:30
sion Volley Ball to 7pm
20 22 Burger nite 5-| 23 6pm 24 7pm HALL | 25 MEAT Raffle 26
7pm BAR Bingo BINGO 5:30
Horse racing 6:30pm
27 ALL YOU can 28 29 Burger nite 5-| 30 6pm 31 7pm HALL
EAT Breakfast VFW 7pm BAR Bingo BINGO
8:00am —~Noon Your
Host Waseca Cho-
rale

HOURS OF OPERATION
SUN.—- MON. CLOSED

TUE.— WED.-3pm to 11pm Tue. Is Lady’s nite 2 for one-Men Busch light $2.50 from 4 to 6pm.

THUR.—I1pm to 11pm
FRI.- SAT.-11am to 1 am

POST & AUX MEETING 7pm club open 6pm MEMBERS only. Mn. Gambling license number 00385

MCAN

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network =%

WANTED TO BUY

BUYING AND SELLING
silver bars, silver dollars, rare coins,
gold coins, gold jewelry, any gold-silver
items, collector coins, currency. I have a
750,000 line of credit and own 1475 acres
of land near Ormsby. Kuehl’s Coins, Fair-
mont, MN, 507/235-3886 507/399-9982

IBUY OLD MUSIC
and concert posters, movie post-
ers, lobby cards and photos, and

pre-1970 comic books. 213/944-9601
streetsof2024@gmail.com

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
the snow flies.. Call Dan 612/720-2142

ASPHALT SEAL COATING
GSB-78 oil base sealer. Cracks
filled. Holes repaired. Call today
for a free estimate 612/398-3243
Crews in your area. Senior and vet-
eran discounts. No job too big to small.

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for any-
one who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. Now featur-
ing our FREE shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

GET DISH
satellite TV + internet! Free install, free
HD-DVR upgrade, 80,000 on-demand
movies, plus limited time up to $600
in gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and  visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER!
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 20%
off entire purchase. Plus 10% senior &
military discounts. Call 833/489-0260

BOOST INFINITE!
Unlimited talk, text and data for just
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one
low price! Call today and get the latest
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

Advertise here statewide in 200* newspapers FOR
only $279 per week! Call 612-332-8844
or this newspaper

NOTICE is hereby given that the Waseca City Council will meet at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, October 15,
2024, in the City Hall Council Chambers at 508 South State Street in Waseca to hold a public
hearing, consider, and possibly adopt, the proposed final assessments against abutting properties for the
11 Avenue NW Rehabilitation Project (City Project No. 2024-02 — Assessment Roll #285).

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The project improvements consisted of asphalt mill and overlay, replacement of deficient sections of
concrete curb and gutter, ADA sidewalk ramp upgrades, pavement striping, and other related items of
work in the following location:

= 11 Avenue NW between State Hwy 13 and 10" Street NW

The proposed assessment roll is on file for public inspection at Waseca City Hall. The total construction,
engineering, and administration cost for this project is $300,982.20. The total amount of the proposed
assessments is $36,423.75. Written or oral objections will be considered at the hearing. Adoption by
the City Council of the proposed assessments may occur at the meeting. No appeal regarding the
amount of the assessment may be taken unless a signed, written objection is filed with the City Clerk
prior to the hearing or presented to the presiding officer at the hearing. The Council may take action to
consider any objection to the amount of a proposed individual assessment at a future meeting.

An owner may appeal an assessment to the District Court pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section
429.081 by serving notice of the appeal to the City Clerk within thirty (30) days after the adoption of the
assessment and filing such notice with the District Court within ten (10) days after service upon the City
Clerk. However, no appeal may be made as to the amount of the assessment adopted pursuant to
subdivision 2, Minnesota Statutes Chapter 429.061 unless a written objection signed by the affected
property owner(s) is filed with the City Clerk prior to the assessment hearing or presented to the
presiding officer at the hearing.

Under Minnesota Statutes Sections 435.193 to 435.195, the Council may, in its discretion, defer payment
of this special assessment for any homestead property owned by a person 65 years of age or older for
whom it would be a hardship to make the payments in accordance with City Policy. Under this
deferment, payment of the assessment plus accumulated interest would be delayed until the property
is sold or transferred. Any assessed property owner meeting the requirements of this law may contact
the City Finance Director for the deferral of payment form and apply for deferment of the special
assessment on their property within thirty (30) days of confirmation of the assessment.

Nathan Willey
Director of Engineering
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Statement of Ownership, Man-
agement, and Circulation (All
Periodicals Publications Ex-
cept Requester Publications)
1. Publication TitleWaseca
County Pioneer 2. Publication
Number 3. Filing Date09/26/2024
2534
4. Issue FrequencyWeekly
5. Number of Issues Published
Annually51 6. Annual Sub-
scription Price$59
7. Complete Mailing Address of
Known Office of Publication (Not
printer) (Street, c(%y, county,
state, and ZIP+4~)111 Elm Ave-
nue West, Waseca, Waseca
County, Minnesota, 56093
Contact PersonEli Lutgens
Telephone (Include area
code)(507) 461-5283
Complete Mailing Address of
Headquarters or General Busi-
ness Office of Publisher (Not
printer)
111 EIm Avenue West, P.O. Box
578 Waseca, MN, 56093
Full Names and Complete Mail-
ing Addresses of Publisher, Edi-
tor, and Managing Editor (Do not
leave blank)
Publisher (Name and complete
mailing address)
Elijah James Lutgens, P.O. 248,
New Richland, MN, 56072
Editor (Name and complete mail-
ing address)
Elijah James Lutgens, P.O. 248,
New Richland, MN, 56072
Managing Editor (Name and
complete mailing address)
Elijah James Lutgens, P.O. 248,
New Richland, MN, 56072
Owner (Do not leave blank.
If the publication is owned by a
corporation, give the name and
address of the corporation im-
mediately followed by the names
and addresses of all stock-
holders owning or holding 1 per-
cent or more of the total amount
of stock. If not owned by a cor-
poration, give the names and
addresses of the individual
owners. If owned by a partner-
ship or other unincorporated
firm, give its name and address
as well as those of each individ-

ual owner. If the publication is
published by a nonprofit organi-
zation, give its name and ad-
dress.)

Full Name
ing Address
Pioneer Publications 111 Elm
Avenue West, P.O. Box 578
Waseca, MN, 56093

Elijah Lutgens P.O. 248, New
Richland, MN, 56072

Complete Mail-

Known Bondholders, Mortgag-
ees, and Other Security Holders
Owning or Holding 1 Percent or
More of Total Amount of Bonds,
Mortgages, or

Tax Status (For completion by
nonprofit organizations author-
ized to mail at nonprofit rates)
(Check one)

The purpose, function, and non-
profit status of this organization
and the exempt status for federal
income tax purposes: Has
Not Changed During Preceding
12 Months

Has Changed During Preceding
12 Months (Publisher must sub-
mit explanation of change with
this statement)

13. Publication TitleWaseca
County Pioneer 14. Issue Date
for Circulation Data
Below09/19/2024
15. Extent and Nature of
Circulation Average No.
Copies Each Issue During Pre-
ceding 12 Months No.
Copies of Single Issue Pub-
lished Nearest to Filing Date

a. Total Number of
Copies (Net press run)

b. PaidCirculation (By
Mail and Outside the Mail)
(1) Mailed Outside-County
Paid Subscriptions Stated on PS
Form 3541 (Include paid distribu-
tion above nominal rate, adver-
tiser’s proof copies, and
exchange copies) 87

(2) Mailed

In-County Paid Subscriptions
Stated on PS Form 3541 (In-
clude paid distribution above
nominal rate, advertiser’s proof
copies, and exchange copies)
881 881

(3) Paid
Distribution Outside the Mails In-
cluding Sales Through Dealers
and Carriers, Street Vendors,
Counter Sales, and Other Paid
Distribution Outside USPS®

135 135

4) Paid
Distribution by Other Classes of
Mail Through the USPS (e.g.,
First-Class Mail®) 0
0

c. Total Paid Distribution
[Sum of 156b (1), (2), (3), and (4)]
1016 1016
d. Free or Nominal Rate

Distribution (By Mail and Outside
the Mail) (1) Free or
Nominal Rate Outside-County
Copies included on PS Form
3541 8 8

(2) Free or
Nominal Rate In-County Copies
Included on PS Form 3541
8 8

(3) Free or
Nominal Rate Copies Mailed at
Other Classes Through the
USPS (e.g., First-Class Mail)
0 0

4) Free or
Nominal Rate Distribution Out-
side the Mail (Carriers or other
means) 0 0
e. Total Free or Nominal
Rate Distribution (Sum of 15d

(1), (2), (3) and (4)) 16
16

f. Total Distribution
(Sum of 15¢c and 15¢) 1032
1032

g. Copies not Distributed
(See Instructions to Publishers

#4 (page #3)) O 0
h. Total (Sum of 15f and
g) 1032 1032

i. Percent Paid(75c di-
vided by 15f times 100) 98.4%
98.4%
* If you are claiming electronic
copies, go to line 16 on page 3.
If you are not claiming electronic
copies, skip to line 17 on page 3.

Statement of Ownership, Man-
agement, and Circulation (All
Periodicals Publications Ex-
cept Requester Publications)

16. Electronic Copy Circulation
Average No. Copies Each
Issue During Preceding 12
MonthsNo. Copies of Single
Issue Published Nearest to Fil-

ing Date
a. Paid Electronic
Copies 0 0

b. Total Paid Print
Copies (Line 15¢) + Paid Elec-
tronic Copies (Line 16a) 1032
1032

c. Total Print Distribu-
tion (Line 15f) + Paid Electronic
Copies (Line 16a) 1032
1032

d. Percent Paid (Both
Print & Electronic Copies) (16b
divided by 16c x 100)  98.4%
98.4%
| certify that 50% of all my dis-
tributed copies (electronic and
print) are paid above a nomi-
nal price.
Publication of Statement of Own-
ership

If the publication is a general

publication, publication of this
statement is required. Will be
printed

Publication not required.

in the 9/26/24
issue of this publication.

Signature and Title of Editor,
Publisher, Business Manager, or
Owner
Date

09/26/2024

| certify that all information fur-
nished on this form is true and
complete. | understand that
anyone who furnishes false or
misleading information on this
form or who omits material or in-
formation requested on the form
may be subject to criminal sanc-
tions (including fines and impris-
onment) and/or civil sanctions
(including civil penalties).

Elijah J. Lutgens

Waseca County Pioneer Pub-
lisher

9/26/24

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF WASECA

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.: 81-PR-24-588
In Re: Estate of
RALPH A. HAGEN
Decedent
NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEAR-
ING
ON PETITION FOR FORMAL
PROBATE OF WILL AND AP-
POINTMENT OF PERSONAL
REAPRESENTATIVE IN UNSU-
PERVISED ADMINISTRATION
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS:

It is Ordered and Notice is hereby
given that on the 6" day of No-
vember, 2024, at 9:30 a.m., a hearing
will be held in the above Court at
Waseca, Minnesota, for the formal
probate of an instrument purporting
to be the will of the above named
decedent, dated April 19, 2010, and
for the appointment of Larry Hagen
whose address is 42390 120™ St,
Waseca, MN 56093, as Personal
Representative of the Estate of the
above named decedent in unsuper-
vised administration, and that any

objections thereto must be filed with
the Court. That, if proper and no ob-
jections are filed, a Personal Repre-
sentative will be appointed to
administer the Estate, to collect all
assets, to pay all legal debts, claims,
taxes and expenses, to sell real and
personal property, and to do all nec-
essary acts for the Estate. Upon
completion of the administration, the
representative shall file a final ac-
count for the allowance and shall dis-
tribute the estate to the persons
thereunto entitled as ordered by the
Court, and close the estate.

Notice is further given that ALL
CREDITORS having claims against
said Estate are required to present the

same to said Personal Representative

or to the Court Administrator within

four months after the date of this No-
tice or said claims will be barred.

Dated: September 6, 2024

s/Carol M. Hanks

Judge of District Court

/s/Shannon Asselin

Deputy Court Administrator

PATTON, HOVERSTEN &
BERG, P.A.

William L. Hoversten, #47478
215 E Elm Ave, PO Box 249
Waseca, MN 56093

Phn: 507-835-5240

Published in the Waseca County
Pioneer on Sept. 19 and 26, 2024

» Office at 111

Get your news in the Pioneer
* news@wasecacountypioneer.com

- Call (507) 837-6767

W. Elm Avenue

INJURED?

We've Helped Thousands
Get Compensation

Contact Us Today

For Free Advice

Steve Fields
Minnesota Attorney

Workers’ Compensation

Car Accidents
Personal Injury

W FIELDS

INJURY LAW

507-900-5480

www.Fieldsinjury.com

Estate Taxes must

REAL ESTATE
TAXES DUE

To avoid payment of penalty, 2nd Half Real

be paid on or before

October 15, 2024

Make Checks Payable To:
WASECA COUNTY

Open weekdays 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Use dI’Op box (located north side of courthouse)
Pay on-line at www.wasecacounty.gov

or postmark by due date

PO Box 47, Waseca MN 56093

§ Say “NO” to Cleaning '
Out Your Gutters. ]

Your Entire Purchase*

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

@

LET THE PROS |yt
'HANDLE IT!

202

Filter

PROTECTION

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

+

Seniors + Military

++ We offer financing that fits your budget!*

1-833-489-0260

+See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details. AR 366920923,
AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL (BC056678, 1A (127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225, MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328,
262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229, OR 218294,
PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

GUARDIAN ENERGY

AMERICAN MADE
FARMER OWNED

www.guardiannrg.com

P H Your Trusted
Local Law
Offices for
& B Over 50
Years
PATTON, HOVERSTEN
& BERG, PA
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

www.phblawoffice.com

Waseca Music

C- O M P A N Y

YOUR LOCAL MUSIC STORE

Band Instruments + Repairs
Guitars + CD, DVD, & Vinyl

907-835-2980

111 South State Street

J

Daniel J.

Johnson
ACCOUNTING

LLC

115 North State Street, Waseca
(507) 201-2484

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

810 N. State St. Waseca,MN 56093

(507) 835-3790

wasecafloral.com
rickmorris982@gmail.com .

Rick’s Appliance

ricksappliancewaseca.com

A\

Sales & Service

507-461-9615

Q Speed Gmeen.

MAYTAG Whirlpool
A

AMAN

405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN

13 NORTH
EXPRESS
LUBE

NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED!

14 n
INTERSTATE]
'BATTERIES

VALVOLINE I

1201 North State St.
Waseca, MN 56093

507-833-7667

aEs

\ & ;@%@’W /

715 S State St, Waseca, MN

(507) 835-8615

WASECA COUNTY

BY LOCALS

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
(607) 837-6767

NEWS@WASECACOUNTYPIONEER.COM

PIONEER
NEWS FOR LOCALS

PRINTING
&

You

Bluejays E®VEj{e11y]
Merch & W=/g{s]i]gTe]
Apparel

Want it?
We
& Design | Make it!

Barb & Mark Buker
100 S. STATE ST- WASECA MN
PHONE: (507) 835-7565
INFO@PPRINTWASECA.COM

EXTERIORS

GREGWILMESROOFING.NET

(507) 202-7070

DENNIS
STEFFEL

OMTVEDT \/
FUNERAL AnD

CREMATION SERVICE

109 3RD STREET NE
WASECA, MN 56093

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610

teschservice@mediacomhbb.net

twigcase.com

Check out our
Eco-friendly,
artful, Paper

& Bamboo or
Walnut cases
for the iPhone,
Handmade in
Waseca, MN!
since 2 QI )

=
SWEET - SOMMERS
VFW POST 1642

113 E Elm Ave
Waseca, MN 66093
(507) 835-1811

* SINCE 1942 «

Great Home Cooking
Catering * Full Breakfast Menu
Daily Lunch Specials

104 State Street
Waseca MN

835-1259

BATTENFELD
LAWN CARE

ZACH BATTENFELD

JOHNSON
APARTMENTS

907-456-9514

OPERATING IN
WASECA, STEELE,
& FREEBORN COUNTIES

JOHNSONRENTS.COM
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=+ Pastor’s Column

Grace, mercy
and peace to all

By PASTOR KEN
ANDRS

This past Summer, I was able
to reconnect with several friends
from High School and College.
We had not seen one another in
years due to life, kids, work and
moving. [ was able to see
friends from Camp, college, and
ministry. It was good to see
these friends and renew our re-
lationship with one another.

We spoke of the past, what
God had done in our lives from
our last meeting, and where God
was using us now. We spoke of
what mattered to us, as if no
time had passed between us. In
these meetings and connection
points we shared how God was
leading and teaching us.

In this sharing and renewal of
relationship, we were able to
reconcile and encourage one
another in our faith and ministry.
One of the harder discussions
was with a person I had not
liked when we were younger,
not for any specific reason, but
just because I didn’t like him. I
was able to apologize for my
dislike and we were able to rec-
oncile past feelings to one
another. I am glad that we were
able to mature in life to forgive
and renew our friendship.

We live in relationships with
one another; we are connected
to others, and we are fallible hu-
mans who cause harm to others.
God desires that we be recon-
ciled to Him and to one another.
Paul wrote to us specifically
about this in 2 Corinthians 5:16-
21

16 From now on, then, we do
not know anyone in a purely

human way. Even if we have
known Christ in a purely human
way, yet now we no longer
know Him in this way. 17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creation; old things
have passed away, and look,
new things have come. 18 Ev-
erything is from God, who rec-
onciled us to Himself through
Christ and gave us the ministry
of reconciliation: 19 That is, in
Christ, God was reconciling the
world to Himself, not counting
their trespasses against them,
and He has committed the mes-
sage of reconciliation to us.

The early church would have
had people who had met Christ
in person. They would have
known Him in a personal way,
but now know Him in a spiritual
way. He desires to have us
know Him in a spiritual-rela-
tional way. Let us renew our re-
lationship with Him on a daily
basis to know Him more and to
be reconciled to Him through
the forgiveness of our sins.

God desires that we be recon-
ciled to Him both in the sense of
knowing Him more as well as
receiving forgiveness from Him.
As followers of Christ, we have
been given the ministry of rec-
onciliation; a ministry that re-
quires grace, mercy, and peace
to be extended from us to others.
In this way we can be reconciled
to Christ and one another
through the mutual forgiveness
and renewal of relationship.
God is wanting to use you to
forgive and be forgiven in our
relationship to God and one
another.

m Prange

from Page 5

ambiance,” the light fixtures from
the original service garage are also
still in use overhead. And the orig-
inal tire racks are still hanging on
the ceiling as well.

Near the space with the ‘48
Plymouth is a parts rack now serv-
ing as a home decor display; it,
too, originates from the time of
Dave’s Service. Not far from the
service rack is an upturned boat;
across from that is another display
with assorted jams, jellies and
dips. An entire bookcase offers
candy choices for the kids, perhaps
mostly to keep them quiet so the
shopping can continue. Offered
nearby are small solar lights for
use indoors or in the garden, solar-
charged candles,and real candles.
There are also wind chimes and
charming water fountains made
from antique milk buckets.

Sandi’s connections to Waseca
span generations. Her parents
were local as well; she grew up
with six siblings—three brothers
and three sisters. A lifelong res-
ident of Waseca, Prange has four
grown children, her oldest son is
the owner of Waseca Glass in
town.

Sandi’s business card sum-
marizes the store’s offerings: Vin-
tage furniture, local handmade

barnwood furniture, silk florals,
Minnesota souvenirs, candles and
accessories, jewelry, local honey,
linens, lighting, home décor, gar-
den décor and greeting cards.

She’s recently started turning
over her summer décor for the fall
and Halloween decorations. With
September underway, better to get
a head start than to put it off. She
pointed to the wall in back and the
windows there, “This used to be a
large garage door for semis when
they fixed them here.” There’s an
employee kitchen in the break-
room and a warehouse in the very
back.

The “DeSoto room” was space
to display new vehicles when it
was still Dave’s Service and Ma-
rine, said Sandi, “The glass win-
dows in front go all the way to the
floor so you could see the whole
car.” The tour continued past
another original parts rack now
holding boxed soups, beer bread,
dips, cheeseballs, local honey and
of course lots of puzzles. Said
Sandi, ‘“Puzzles have been very
popular lately.”

The kitchen in back also serves
as the preparation area for Sandi’s
free sample days Friday and Sat-
urday every week. The samples, of
course, are of products for sale in-
side.

Anyone wishing for a cozy little
stop where life slows down, find
Past & Present at 1101 North State
Street. The phone number is 507-
835-4000.

m County

from Page 1

p-m. Tuesday, Dec. 17.
Community development co-
ordinator Tina Wilson updated
commissioners  regarding a
number of groups and agencies
she is working with to advance fi-
nancial development within the
county. She said she will be “on
the road” much of the next two
weeks as she meets with various
organizations and groups to assist
with programs meant to expand
the economic profile of various
communities. She mentioned up-
coming meetings regarding the

business climate in Janesville, an
intended “event center” in New
Richland, a “Forward” program
meant to encourage rural students
to seek employment and careers in
local settings, continuing efforts
toward acquiring grant funding for
a “workforce development center”
the county would like to establish
in the human services building at
1000 W. Elm Avenue in Waseca,
and meeting with a group from
Germany looking for a “sister re-
gion” to partner with on projects
having to do with agricultural in-
novation and energy development.

Wilson said Waseca County has
many features which make it suit-
able for the German partnership,
so she intends to meet with them
and share information.

The Mill hosts
Pinnacle Pro Wrestling

By BEN REVERMANN

Staff writer

Pinnacle Pro Wrestling took place at The Mill
in Waseca on Saturday, September 21. Food and
cocktails were available. Sponsors were Cars-N-
Credit, 507 Cards, Ash’s Trainer Stop-tabletop
games, Worth Clark Realty and Realtor Jason Sa-
razine and Cardboard Vault, a card shop that spe-
cializes in gaming cards such as “Pokémon” and

“Magic.”

It was dark inside The Mill, there was screaming
and the announcer was loud. The wrestling ring
looked just like those seen on television. The
corners of the ring have padded ends, the ropes
have some elasticity to help with the show, the
lights in the house are aimed only at the stage. The
event followed through on all the familiar ele-
ments, including engaging the audience on an
emotional level, with energetic cheers and gaffs.
The house seemed to be at about eighty percent of

its capacity.

Wrestlers Miles Mora and redhead ‘Irish’ Aaron
Corbin were going at each other and the crowd
was eating it up. Mora pulled Irish and flung him
against the ropes on the other side of the ring. The
crowd expected a body slam, but Irish was able to
turn away at the last moment; the unexpected
move left Mora open to be picked up and thrown
to his back on the floor. The referee in his black-
and-white-striped shirt slid over to the two men on

the floor where Irish was on top of Mora. The ref-

tinued.

eree began pounding the mat only to have Mora
kick his legs. Irish was flung off; the match con-

In the end, Mora was the winner. The referee
grasped his hand and held it high. There was a lot
of cheering as both men left the ring—both looking
exhausted and shining with sweat. They slowed
their exits briefly to give high-fives to fans.

Pinnacle Pro Wrestling is Minnesota’s newest
premier pro wrestling promotion, established in
2023. Wrestlers include Miles Mora, Jason Rage,

Aaron Corbin competing on Saturday,
Sept. 21 at The Mill in Waseca

Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

Ghetto Gear Solid, Ethan Everheart, El Bano, and

two-man team Caribbean Arrogance, Armando Al-

varez, Aaron Arsenal, ‘Irish’ Aaron Corbin, Paul

nolia.

available

Virk, Petey Brown and The System. They also
have on their roster women wrestlers including
Malcauly Rose, Leslie Michelle and Kelsey Mag-

The next Pinnacle Pro Wrestling event is sched-
uled for Oct. 5 in Austin. More information is

at

https://pinnacleprowrestling.com/tickets/.

Alaska salmon fundraiser at Real Life Covenant

By MIKE COGLAN

Real Life Covenant Church of
Waseca invites area residents to meet
Patty Burchell, General Manager of
KICY Christian Radio in Nome,
Alaska, during a salmon dinner to be
served in the church social hall, 620
Elm Avenue West, Waseca, at 6 p.m.
Friday, October 4. The free KICY
Salmon Fundraising Dinner will be
served by Patty herself; on the menu
are freshly caught Alaska salmon and
other dishes. After dinner, Patty will

speak about the joys and challenges
of leading a frontier Christian mini-
stry. Donations are welcome but not
required.

Friday, October 4 at 6:00 p.m.
Nome Alaska is a hub for gold pro-
spectors, travelers to and from in-
digenous villages and mushers in the
Iditarod Dogsled Race. It has also
been home to the international Chris-
tian radio station KICY. Since 1960,
in addition to Christian music and
teaching, KICY shares world news,

weather reports, public service infor-
mation, and live local sports cover-
age, including the Iditarod Dogsled
Race. It is a vital connection for
more than forty remote indigenous
villages. The station also broadcasts
across the Bering Sea in the Russian
language.

Patty Burchell has a long history
of service to KICY and became Gen-
eral Manager in 2016. Besides the
programming duties and compliance
with the Federal Communications

Commission, Patty is responsible for
a long list of tasks. These include
fundraising, staffing, strategic plan-
ning and spiritual impact. She is also
the station archivist, and recently
published the pictorial history book,
KICY: 60 Years of Memories.

RSVP to Pastor Mike Coglan @
pastor@reallifecov.com;

Real Life Covenant Church, 620
Elm Avenue West, Waseca, MN
56093

m JWP
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course of the current school year.

He further explained that the
MOU specifies the schedule under
which the district will distribute the
additional pay.

The school board altered its em-
ployee recognition program to in-
clude years of service provided by
teachers during their tenure at JWP.
The change will allow the district to
use school funds to serve a meal for
its staff or other employee rec-
ognition programs. Under the policy,
however, donations remain the pri-
mary funding source. As the policy

is currently written, it only rec-
ognizes employees after they’ve re-
tired.

“So if you have a year where you
have ten people that are going to be
recognized, is it an all in one thing or
do you do ten different rec-
ognitions?” Board member Tim
Burke inquired.

Whether it’s a teacher or a para-
professional, Erler replied, there
would be a different recognition for
each month, depending on what the
state decided should be recognized
for that specific month.

In other business, the members
unanimously voted to postpone sev-
eral billing agreements indefinitely
as they expressed concern about
being overcharged. They planned to
revisit the topic at the next meeting

after verifying the numbers of the
different amounts.

School board members approved
the 2024 Notice of Election; Laura
Seyes abstained since she is on the
ballot.

Also, after the school board
opened up for positive recognition or
comments, it was announced Palmer
Bus Service, which transports the
school’s students, received the Con-
tractor of the Year award through the
National School Transportation As-
sociation (NTSA). Palmer Bus serv-
ice also received Top Transportation
Teams Honorable mention at the
NTSA Expo in Reno, Nevada.

School Board Member Katie Ca-
hill complimented district social
studies teacher Sam Schruin for an
incident she witnessed having to do

with the school’s new cell phone pol-
icy.

JWP National Honors Society-
members were recognized for help-
ing stain the fence at an area farm.

The Future Farmers of America
(FFA) received a two-star chapter
award from the National FFA organ-
ization and, in October, will be
awarded when they travel to Indian-
apolis. On a similar note, Sabrina
Brownstead will also be awarded the
American FFA degree at the National
FFA Convention.

Ariana Aguilar, Miss Janesville,
ran a back-to-school drive during the
summer Music in the Park perform-
ance on Thursday, Sept. 19. It was
told she received an outstanding
number of school supplies for stu-
dents in need.
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CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH
2200 4th St NE, Waseca
507-835-2235
Service times 9:30 a.m.

* ok %
4TH STREET EVANGELICAL CHURCH
605 4th St NE, Waseca
507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew Isker)
Worship Sundays 10 a.m
* * *

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
801 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-3167
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m.
£ * £

CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH
309 6th St NE, Waseca
507-835-9176
Worship Sundays traditional 8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m.
Sunday School/Fellowship; 10:45 a.m. contempo-
rary service
* * *

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
401 3rd Ave NE, Waseca
507-833-1703
Sundays 9:00 a.m.
£ * £
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
314 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-2647
Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m.

* ok %

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
503 2nd Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-4548 (office email: 1cwaseca@hickory-
tech.net)

Worship Sunday 10 a.m.

* * *

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 E Elm Ave, Waseca
507-835-1709
Worship Sunday 9 a.m.
£ * £

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH
111 4th St NW, Waseca
Father Glenn Ferichs
507-835-1222
Worship Sundays 10:00 a.m., Tues. and Wed. at
8:30 a.m. and Thurs. at 7 a.m.; Saturdays at 5 p.m.
* * *
REAL LIFE CHURCH
620 W Elm Ave, Waseca
507-607-8245
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
£ * £

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST LATTER-DAY
SAINTS
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca
507-835-4640
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m.
* * *

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
1221 8th St SE, Waseca
507-835-2213
Sunday worship 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m.
* £ *

CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca
507-833-1082
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun Evening 6:00
p.m., Wed. evening 6:30 p.m.
* % %
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, Choir and Choir;
10:30 a.m. Worship
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship
* * *
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Otisco, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship
* % %
TRINITY EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Mary Iverson
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, Sunday School;
10 a.m. Coffee
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirmation; 7 p.m.
Council meeting
* £ *
LESUEUR RIVER
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. Sunday
School
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting
ES * £
VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship

J
Daniel .

Johnson
ACCOUNTING

LLC

115 North State Street, Waseca, MN
(507) 201-2484

Our Services
Financial Planning
Accounting Services

Bookkeeping

Payroll Services

Tax Planning & Preparation
Return Preparation Services

Estate and Trust Planning

£ * £

VISTA EVANGELICAL
COVENANT CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Brian Schanil Pastor
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. Sunday School
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe Ministry, 1-3
p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires and Yard Games, 6 p.m.
until dark
® ok *
ALL SAINTS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Father Glenn Ferichs
Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and 4th Fridays p.m.
Mass
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m.
*® ok *
FIRST LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
Waldorf, Minnesota
Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Larry Sipe
Sundays: Worship 8 a.m.; 9:10 a.m. Sunday
School and adult bible class
£ * £
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Freedom Township
Sunday — 9:15 a.m. Worship
£ * £
ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris
‘Waldorf, Minnesota
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
® % *
ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC
‘Waldorf, Minnesota
Father Brian Mulligan
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship
* * *
TRINITY LUTHERAN
Wilton Township
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor
Sunday — 8 a.m. summer worship; 10:45 a.m.
Worship starting Sept. 1
£ * ¥
THE CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Brad Donner, Branch President
Waseca, Minnesota
www.lds.org
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.; 11:20 a.m.
Sunday School
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activities, ages 12-18
* * *

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

412 N. Main Street, Janesville
Interhim Pastor
Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m. Worship
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible Class, 10:15
a.m. Worship
* * *
JANESVILLE UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
401 N. West St., Janesville
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship
* *x %
BLOOMING GROVE UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
43089 180th St., Morristown
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Summer worship hours,
(10:45 a.m. Worship, winter)
* £ *

ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH
307 W. 2nd St, Janesville
10 a.m. - Mass
* £ *
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 Owen St., Janesville

Pastor Sarah Krolak
* £ *

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL CHURCH
Alma City, Minnesota
Pastor Robert Harting
Sunday - 10 a.m. W(;rshig

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Smiths Mill, Minnesota
Pastor Robert Harting
Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship
£ * *
NORTH WASECA LUTHERAN CHURCH
ELCA
404 30 120th St. Waseca
Pastor Sarah Krolak
507-234-6463
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Second sunday
“Young at heart”
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirmation
* ® %

NOTE: CHANGES IN CHURCH CALEN-
DARS MUST BE MADE BY NOTIFICATION
FROM A MEMBER OF THE CONGREGA-
TION TO THE WASECA COUNTY PIO-
NEER.

o

INSURE CAREFULLY,
DREAM FEARLESSLY.

CALL (507) 835-2770 FOR A
NO-OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE.

s aa

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I.
American Family Insurance Company,

AMERICAN FAMILY
[ INSURANCE |

Matthew R. Petsinger Agency, LLC
Matthew Petsinger, Agent

101 S State St, Waseca

® MRPAgencyLLC.com

6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783
006441 — Rev. 11/15 ©2015 — 10793941
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the Bulldogs are supported by (mostly) vocal fans.

Bulldogs
trim Hayfield

The JWP High School volleyball
team swept Hayfield 3-0 at home
last week, winning 25-7, 25-17, 25-
23.

Individually: Brielle Bure 16
digs, 1 ace, 2 set assists; Ava Appel
1A 3D; Nevaeh Weimert 13SA, 3
digs; Paige Walz 5 K, 1D; Lilly
Strauss 7K, 1A, 3D; Claire Walz
3K 1B, 1SA, 1D; Aubrey Weedman
3A, 100% serving, 16SA, 4K, 8D,
1 block; Ellah Oliver 2A, 100%
serving, 6D; Presley James 3A, 9K,
2B, 1SA, 6D; Katie Olson 6K, 7D.

The Bulldogs improved to 2-2 in
the Gopher Conference and 6-6
overall while the Vikings fell to 2-2
and 2-7. JWP plays Saturday in the
Nicollet Invitational beginning at 8
a.m. They play Tuesday at Kenyon
and host NRHEG next Thursday.

i

Dyq |

MOWING DOWN HAYFIELD — At left, the Bulldogs Aubrey Weedman passes the ball in a 3-0 win over Hayfield last week. At right,

Photos by LeAnn Kavitz
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ONE FOR ALL — The Bulldogs celebrate a victory over Hayfield. Among those pictured: Alexis

Dahlberg (13), Aubrey Weedman (8), Nevaeh Weimert (3) and Isabelle Rider (10.

first confe

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

The Bethlehem Academy
Cardinals came to town last
Thursday brimming with confi-
dence, having won all four of their
Gopher Conference matches
while assuming an all-too-famil-
iar first place.

They’re still atop the standings.
But their conference record now
contains a loss, thanks to a come-
from-behind 3-1 victory for the
NRHEG volleyball team at New
Richland.

After dropping game one 25-
22, the Panthers stormed back to
win 27-25, 25-22 and 25-23 to
claim a hard-fought and, accord-
ing to first-year coach Bethany
Tennis, much-needed victory for
NRHEG.

“The girls battled BA,” said
Tennis. “This win was much
needed for our program. “We
have been working hard this sea-
son and have had a lot of close
matches end with us on the bot-
tom. The girls played their volley-
ball and finished each set with the
mentality that they weren't doing
down easy, which is something
we had not been executing to the
best of our abilities in previous
matches.”

Strong defensive play enhanced
the Panthers’ ability to attack
offensively, according to Tennis.

The coach said Gabby Schlaak
had a great night with 21 kills, 4
blocks, and 10 digs. Addy
Stadheim had a season high of 42
assists and middle Chloe Stork
was big at the net with 9 blocks.
The team effort from all players

Panthers hand BA

rence loss

was present during tonight's
game, and we plan on continuing
with that same energy for the
remainder of the season.”

Complete statistics: Schlaak
21K, 10D, 4A; Camryn
VanMaldeghem 7K, 18D 185, 5A;
Anika Ladlie 6K 2D, 3B; Mallory
Schlinger 6D, 1A; Izley Boerner
8D; Stadheim 2K, 8D, 428§, 3A,
2B; Chloie Riewer 11D; Stork
7K, 3D, 1S, 9B; Meela Budach
1K, 3D, 1S, 1B.

The win improved the Panthers
to 2-2 in the conference and 7-6
overall. BA fell to 4-1 and 6-6.

Two nights earlier, the Panthers
lost 3-0 at Medford, falling 25-18,
25-13, 25-20.

“Coming off some tough losses,
we were hoping to play with
cohesiveness and confidence,”
said Tennis. “Our record does not
showcase the talent on the team.
We are going to continue to take
each loss as a learning opportuni-
ty, making adjustments so we can
come out on top. I am proud of
this team's flexibility in switching
up our defense and I trust we will
make the connections that need to
happen for future success.”

Individually: Schlaak 9K, 13D;
VanMaldeghem 7K, 10D, 3B;
Ladlie 2K, 1D, 3B; Boerner 8D,
1A; Howe 4K, 2D, 1A; Stadheim
1K, 4D, 22S, 1B; Riewer 9D, 1A;
Stork 1K, 1D, 5B; Budach 3D.

After hosting Jordan Monday,
the Panthers play tonight at
Blooming Prairie, Saturday at the
Tri-City United Invitational, Oct.
1 at home against Hayfield and
Oct. 3 at JWP.

Karl 4th, Wobbrock 19th
in Panther CC Invitational

WEM/JWP teams finish fifth, fourth

The NRHEG High School cross
country teams hosted several
schools for their annual Panther
Invitational last Tuesday at
Riverview Golf Course near New
Richland.

Teams in attendance were
Blooming Prairie,
Mankato/Loyola, Maple River,
Medford, Pacelli, Randolph, Tri-
City United, WEM/JWP and
NRHEG.

As usual, the Panthers’ Jacob
Karl had another strong perfor-
mance., placing fourth with a time
of 18.09.

Mankato Loyola showed its
strength as a team by taking four
of the top 10 spots, winning the
event with 24 points.

“Jacob showed that he is one of
the stronger runners in this area
and I feel that he will be getting
below that 18-minute barrier very
soon,” said NRHEG coach Larry
Nydegger.

The WEM/JWP boys finished
fifth. Places and times: Mulder,
18th, 20:39.8; Alexander Kleve,
19th, 20:48.2; Auston Holicky,
40th, 23:26.8; Wesley Heinz, 43rd,
23:37.2; Jaxon Hillney, 54th,
26:20.5; Maddox Moreno, 56th,
27:02.8. Soren Kelly of Mankato
Loyola/Cleveland won in 16:45.2.

On the girl’s side, Pacelli took
the team title with 33 points.

Julieann Wobbrock and Ella
Jenno were the top two finishers
for NRHEG, clocking 24.09 and
2421 to finish 19th and 21st,
respectively. Amelia Duryee
(28.54) and Holly Bartness

NRHEG’s Jacob Karl

(30.49) finished 44th and 47th,
respectively.

“We didn’t have a full team to
score today,” said Nydegger.
“Julieann continues to be our top
finisher for the girls.”

The JWP/WEM girls were

fourth. Places and times:
MaKenzie  Westphal, ninth,
22:43.7; Onikia Herme, 20th,

24:19.4; Madeline Hoehn, 29th,
25:48.8; Madalyn Miller, 30th,
25:49.1; Emma Huelsnitz, 32nd,
26:14.5; Kwynn Krause, 34th,
26:53.3; Ellie Schlie, 39th,
28:11.1. The winner was Charlotte
Meyer, an eigth-grader from
Loyola/Cleveland who clocked
18:43.7.

The Panthers run today at 4:30
in the WEM/JWP Invitational and
next Thursday at 4 p.m. at
Waseca’s Lakeside Golf Course.

SCOREBOARD

Gopher Conference Volleyball
Conf. Overall
Bethlehem Academy 4-1  6-6-0
Kenyon-Wanamingo 32 6-6-0
Waterville-Elysian-M 32 11-6-0
Medford 2.1 7-8-0
Triton 2-1 10-5-0
United South Central 2-1 2-7-3-1
Hayfield 22 2-7-0
Janesville-Waldorf-P 22 6-6-0
NRHEG 2-2 7-6-0
Randolph 0-4 5-0
Blooming Prairie 0-5 2-12-2
Football
Mid Southeast - West
Lester Prairie 4-0
Norwood Young America 4-0
Cleveland 3-1
Randolph 3-1
Waterville-Elysian-Morristown 3-1
Gibbon-Fairfax-Winthrop 2-2
NRHEG 2-2
United South Central 2-2
St. Clair/Loyola 1-3

Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton 0-4
Mayer Lutheran 0-4
Medford 0-4
South Central - White
Conf. Overall

Waseca 1-0  3-1-0
Jordan 1-0  1-3-0
Tri-City United 0-0 1-3-0
Albert Lea 0-1 0-4-0
Belle Plaine 0-1 1-3-0

Class 3A Minnesota Football Ratings

Compiled by Star Tribune
As of Sept. 16, 2024

1. Stewartville 3-0
2. Dassel-Cokato 3-0
3. Fairmont 3-0
4. Albany 3-0
5. Holy Family 3-0
6. Pequot Lakes 3-0
7. Pine Island 3-0
8. Pierz 3-0
9. Waseca 2-1
10. Fergus Falls 3-0

WHS CC girls edged for first at Albert Lea

The Albert Lea Invitational was
the stop for the Waseca High School
cross country teams last Tuesday.

Belle Plaine edged the WHS girls
for the team title with 27 points to
Waseca’s 31. Albert Lea was third at
71.

Bluejay places and times: Callie
Dufault, second, 21:38; Maren
Schimming, third, 21:52.8; Ellie
Kopischke, fifth, 22:16.2; Taylor
Markeson, 11th, 23:29; Ava

VanDenHemel, 12th, 23:35.2; Jenna
Yoder, 13th, 23:439; Kelsey
Draeger, 16th, 23:59.3.

Finishing first was Adrianne
Nelson, a Belle Plaine freshman
who clocked 20:49.6.

Leah Wilson took second in the
girls’ junior high race. Camila
Staloch was third.

WHS boys places and times:
Tristan Godwin, eighth, 19:11.5;
Tyler Jellum, ninth, 19:35.4; Tanner

Hanson, 13th, 20:24.3; Wyatt Hager,
15th, 20:31.3; Luke Feldkamp,
22nd, 21:57; Ryan Yoder, 25th,
22:47.2; and Machah Grannis, 28th,
23:55.2.

Belle Plaine junior Kelton Koepp
was first in 17:05.7.

The Bluejays are in action today
at the WEM/JWP Invitational at
4:30. The Waseca Invitational is
Oct. 3 at 4 p.m. at Lakeside Golf
Course.
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JWPsenior Isaac Gahlon breaks up a pass.

JWP football squad falls short at

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

It’s almost always a challenge to
win a football game at Waterville.

Last Saturday was no different.

The JWP Bulldogs traveled to
face Waterville-Elysian-Morristown
looking for their first win of the sea-
son, but came home with another
loss to fall to 0-4.

The Bulldogs managed to keep it
close early, trailing 7-0 after one
quarter, but the Buccaneers explod-
ed for 28 second-period points, tak-
ing on 14 more in the third.

Landon Johnson scored on a 63-
yard pass from Daulton Bauer, and
Carson Schultz ran 12 yards for a
score before Gavin Bauer passed to
Seth Dahlberg for the two-point
conversion.

The Bulldogs were outgained
367-192 in total yards and had seven
first downs to WEM’s 20.

JWP fumbled seven times, losing
four, and possessed the ball for
15:04 to 32:56 for the Bucs.

On Saturday, the Bulldogs host
St. Clair/Mankato Loyola at 1 p.m.

WEM 47, JWP 15
JWP 0 7 8 0—15
WEM 7 26 14 0—47

First Quarter

WEM — Gavin Atherton 6 run (Avery

Breyer kick)
Second Quarter

WEM — Atherton 7 run (Breyer kick)

JWP — Landon Johnson 63 pass from
Daulton Bauer (Ethan Born kick)

WEM — Atherton 8 run (Breyer kick)

WEM — Brady Murphy 8 run (Breyer
kick)

WEM — Breyer 2 run (Breyer kick)

TOUGH YARDS — At left, the Bulldogs’ Chase Gerdts runs the football during last Saturday’s game at Waterville. At right,

Photos by Jay Schneider, Lake Region Life

Third Quarter
WEM — Dawson Slechta 35 fumble
return (Breyer kick)
JWP — Carson Schultz 12 run (Gavin
Bauer pass from Seth Dahlberg)

Fourth Quarter
No scoring

JWP WEM
Total plays 41 54
First downs 7 20
Rushing 35-96 37-121
Passing 3-7-1 7-15-2
Passing Yds. 96 246
Total Yds. 192 367
Third Down 39 2-7
Fourth Down 2-5 1-1
Fumbles lost 7-4 0-0
Turnovers 3 2
Penalties 1-6 2-10
Punts-Avg. 1-39.0 1-28.0
Time of Poss. 15:04 32:56

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

Rushing — JWP: Chase Gerdts 13-36;

Waterville

Dahlberg 1-30; Lucas Morsching 3-22;
Schultz 1-12; Gavin Bauer 1-11; Gavin
Marineko 2-7; Tyson Kronbach 2-3; Born 1-
0; Daulton Bauer 1 —5; WEM: Murphy 8-
94; Atherton 15-83; Taylor 7-38; Breyer 5-
25; Zachary Quast 1-1

Passing — JWP: Daulton Bauer 3-7-1, 96;
Dahlberg 0-0, 0; WEM: Talen Taylor 7-15-2,
121

Receiving — JWP: Johnson 3 96; Gavin
Bauer 1-0; Born 1-0; Caleb Quast 2-0;
WEM: Tarek Tolzman 6-64; Murphy 1-30;
Quast 2-22; Atherton 2-5; Brad Holicky 1-0;
Jacob Androli 1-0

JWP Defense — Quast 1 assist, 1 int.;
Michael Walker 1 assist; Parker Geariety 1
assist; Isaac Gahlon 3 tackles, 1 assist;
Johnson 2 tackles, 1 assist; Isaiah Berndt 3
tackles, 1 assist; Schultz 1 assist; Born 5 tack-
les, 1 assist; Gerdts 3 tackles, 2 assists, 1 int.;
Morsching 4 tackles, 7 assists; Avery Fall 2
tackles, 2 assists; Jaxon Miller 1 tackle; Luke
Cahill 2 tackles, 2 assists; Aidan Rider 4
assists; WEM — Androli 6 tackles, 1 assist;
Cole Bartz 5 tackles
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Blowout at
Belle Plaine

Football Bluejays roll 35-7,
extending win streak to three

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

Is the Waseca High School foot-
ball team ready for Homecoming
week?

The Bluejays definitely didn’t let
it distract them last week.

Making their second long road
trip in a row, the Jays asserted them-
selves early and, after a slow start
on the scoreboard, took a 28-0 half-
time lead en route to a 35-7 triumph
at Belle Plaine last Friday.

The Waseca offense continued to
roll, while the defense remained
stellar as the Bluejays won their
third game in a row.

Especially impressive was senior
quarterback Carson Ohnstad, a con-
verted wide receiver. He completed
16 of 28 passes for 244 yards, giv-
ing him 200-plus yards for the
fourth consecutive game.

Longtime statistician Rob Helms
said he couldn’t remember another
Bluejay passer achieving such a feat
through the last 25 years.

“He is using his athletic ability
and processing at a high level,” said
WHS coach Brad Wendland. “It is a
credit to him, his receivers and the
offensive line.”

Helms reported that Ohnstad is
68-for-103 for 956 yards and seven
touchdowns through four games.

“That, coupled with his comple-
tion rate, is pretty salty if you ask
me,” said Helms.

Ohnstad has added 159 yards on
the ground, scoring four touch-
downs.

Damarius Russell was again daz-
zling at Belle Plaine, scoring on a
14-yard run and a 27-yard pass from
Ohnstad. For the game, Russell
caught six balls for 77 yards.

Ohnstad was the rushing leader
with 80 yards on six carries. Bennett
Ludwig continued to run hard,
amassing 47 yards in 10 tries.
Deven Parpart caught two passes
for 55 yards, Deron Russell four for
47.

Included among the key moments
was a heads-up play on a second-
quarter kickoff, which no player on
the Marshall team went near. Max
Wirtz gathered it in and the
Bluejays had an unintentional on-
side kick.

“Wirtz is a tough kid who loves
football,” said Wendland. “He plays
hard. Good things happen to kids
who play hard.”

For the night, the Bluejays out-
gained the Tigers 446-130 in total
yards.

Wendland said it was fun to see
some new faces on defense provide
some flashes, citing the play of
Cyrett Long and Parpart.

The bad news coming out of the
game for the Bluejays was that
Ohnstad was ejected in the second
half, meaning the senior is ineligi-
ble for this week’s Homecoming
game.

“We are excited for Homecoming
week,” said Wendland. “It is a great
celebration of our school and com-
munity. We’re looking forward to
playing a good Jordan team.”

The Bluejays and Hubmen tee it
up Friday at 7 p.m. on the WHS
field.

.

i
T

GET THAT OUT OF HERE — The Bluejays’ Brandyn Jascha (58) swats away a pass by Belle Plaine quarterback Reed Creighton
(12) in the first quarter of last Friday’s 35-7 Waseca victory at Belle Plaine. At left is Waseca head coach Brad Wendland.
Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens
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Waseca 35, Belle Plaine 7
WAS 0 287 0-—35
BP 0 0 0o 7-7
First Quarter
No scoring
Second Quarter

WAS — Micah Allen-Haas 4 run (Owen
Rupe kick)

WAS — Carson Ohnstad 12 run (Rupe
kick)

WAS — Damarius Russell 14 run (Rupe
kick)

WAS — Da.Russell 27 pass from Ohnstad
(Rupe kick)

Third Quarter / "
WAS — Der.on Russell 13 pass from ' BA 5 Lt .
Ohnstad (Rupe kick) NOSE FOR THE GOAL LINE — Damarius Russell (3) dives to the pylon on the

Fourth Quarter
BP — Walker Koepp 20 run (Adrian
Grilla kick)

Waseca sideline on a second-quarter touchdown at Belle Plaine last Friday.
Russell finished the night with six catches for 77 yards, adding a rushing touch-

WAS BP down as the Bluejays won for the third week in a row. At left, Max Wirtz (22) holds

First downs 16 8 up the ball after recovering an unintentional on-side kick.

Rushing 28-202 23-52

Passing 16-28-1  12-25-1

Passing Yds. 244 78

Total Yds. 446 130

Turnovers 1 1

Penalties 4-45 1-10

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

Rushing — WAS: Ohnstad 6-80; Bennett
Ludwig 10-47; Jett Rohl 5-31; Allen-Haas 1-
14; Kallen Glynn 1-4; Cyrett Long 1-4;
Da.Russell 1 —1; BP: Koepp 15-49;
Treyden Hiles 3-2; Reed Creighton 1-2;
Jacob Fogarty 1-2; Ryan Sutherland 1-2

Passing — WAS: Ohnstad 16-28-1, 244,
BP: Creighton 12-25,78

Receiving — WAS: Da.Russell 6-77;
Deven Parpart 2-55; De.Russell 4-47; Rohl
2-43; Ethan Hiller 1-17; Kolyten Quillen 1-5;
BP: Jack Buerkle 2-25; Joseph Peterson 2-
20; Caleb Eppen 2-15; Koepp 3-7; Josh
Sparby 2-7; Jenrik Shutes 1-4

Waseca Defense — Long 5 tackles;
Da.Russell 2 tackles, 1 int.; Hiller 1 tackle;
Quillen 3 tackles, 1 assistj; De.Russell 1
assist; Caden Danner 1 assist; Hayden
Stencel 1 tackle; Parpart 3 tackles, 1 assist;
William Mansfield 1 assist; Allen-Haas 3
tackles; Kyle McGuire 3 assists; Tauston
Rupe 4 tackles; Brady McKenna 2 tackles;
Lucas Selthun 1 tackle, 1 assist; Kaden Garza
3 tackles; Brandon Jascha 1 tackle, 2 assists,
1 pass deflection; Dylan Hansen 2 tackles;
Julius Oviedo 1 tackle; Max Howard 1 tack-
le; Trey Jenzen 1 tackle; Kamerin Ferch 1
tackle; Malachi Noble 1 pass deflection

Editorial note: There was a lot of time to
think during the last two road trips, to
Marshall and Belle Plaine, who share the
same team nickname in Tigers, the most
common mascot among American high
schools.

After seeing nothing but corn for many,
many miles on the way to Marshall, it was
thought that the Tigers should probably be
called the Cornhuskers. Just makes sense.

The Belle Plaine Tigers might just as well
be called the Belle Plaine Outlanders,
because I drove on two gravel roads to get to
the field, the first time that’s been done since
a state playoff game in Fredericksburg, Iowa
many years ago.

tober 6, 2024

The Woodyville Cemejtery Walking Tour is rejturning for its second year. Experience the
hisjtory of some of Waseca’s well known - and lesser known - business leaders.

The bus will leave from the Third Street Chapel of Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt Funeral and
',Cremajtior_] Service and shuttle ajtjtendees-Jt_o and from the cemejtery. b

'"Th,ef]tdtjr is free!  Donations will be accepjted'-JEp benefit Jthe‘W‘aLs:e_'c‘a Counjtkaithorical‘ \
Sociejty and Woodbville Cemejtery : i ‘
- "1

=k
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 Registration can be done online at dsofuneral.com. by calling
o Jth_e‘"fu‘he,;rla‘lﬁb_fmé? ajt50783521900r usin :3{-h_,§:i-;QR code:

WEL )
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BREAKAWAY ABILITY — The Bluejays’ Deven Parpart (25) is WiT o
brought down by Belle Plaine defensive back Mason -‘ BTN
Bungarden (4) after a long gain. i

Fa
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Better-than-

expected
WHS spikers
keep rolling

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

To be fair, first-year Waseca High
School head volleyball coach
Krissy Plonske warned everyone
before the season started, stating the
Bluejays would be better than peo-
ple predicted.

So far, she’s been spot on.

The Bluejays are 3-1 in the Big
South East and 11-6 overall after
last week’s victories over Tri-City
Unted and New Ulm and Saturday’s
showing at the Austin Invitational.

At home against TCU last
Tuesday, the Bluejays were edged
in a back-and-forth first game, 29-
27. They bounced back to win 25-
10, 25-21, 25-21 and 25-21.

“We really came together as a
team,” said Plonske. “We were
smiling on the court and off the
court. It was a great match.”

Siri Kuhns handed out 29 set
assists, Aliyah Taylor led with 13
kills, adding 17 digs, while Ellie
Hoehn and Ellery Waldron regis-
tered nine kills apiece. Kalea Sartori
had three solo blocks and four
assists. Kendall Bowers had 19
digs, Kuhns 14 and Hoehn 13.

The Bluejays ventured to New
Ulm Thursday and again dropped
the first game, 25-20, but came back
to win 25-9, 25-22 and 25-17.

“Slow start, but we pulled togeth-
er to pick up the W,” said Plonske.

Individually: Taylor 20K, 21D;
Sartori 14K; Kuhns 23D; Bowers
16D; Kilmer 13D.

At Austin, the Bluejays fell 2-1 to
the host team, 22-25, 25-18 and 16-
14, and dropped a 3-1 decision to
Red Wing, with game scores of 23-
25,25-21 and 15-9.

The Jays defeated a pair of Big
Nine Conference teams, Albert Lea
25-21 and 27-25 and Faribault 25-
15,25-18.

Individually for the tournament:
Taylor 49K, 30D; Kuhns 90A, 24D;
Hoehn 20K, 27D; Bowers 50D;

SCORING POINTS — At left, Waseca’s Alyssa Kilmer spikes against Tri-City United during last’s week’s 3-1 victory for the

Bluejays. At right Kalea Sartori delivers a kill.

Katy Eldeen 20D.

“I changed the rotation a lot,”
said Plonske. “I am still trying to
see who fits best in what positions.
We just have to remember wherever
we are at one the court, we succeed
and back each other up as a team.”

Upcoming: Oct. 1 vs. Jordan,
7:30; Oct. 3 at Blue Earth Areak,
7:15; Oct. 8 at Belle Plaine, 7:15.

Big South East Conference
Volleyball Standings

Conf. Ov.
Belle Plaine 3-0 8-4-0
Waseca 3-1 11-6-0
Tri-City United 2-1 4-3-0
St. Peter -1 9-5-0
Blue Earth 1-2  3-7-1
New Ulm 1-3 2-14-0
St. James 0-1 1-6-0
Fairmont 0-2 2-9-0

PASSING PLAY — The Bluejays’ Ellery Waldron passes the ball during last week’s victory over
visiting Tri-City United.

Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens

Tennis girls
close to
wrapping
up season

The Waseca High School
girls’ tennis team defeated Tri-
City United 6-1 in LeCenter last
Thursday. The JV lost 4-3.

Singles:

No. 1 - Ellie Adams def.
Takya Schoenrock, Waseca, 6-2
,1-6 ,6-4;

No. 2 - Vivian Mader, Waseca
def. Anne Cooper, 6-2, 6-2

No. 3 - Maddy Benson,
Waseca def. Reagan Steffen, 7-6
4),6-2

No. 4 - Ava Miller, Waseca
def. Destynee Wolff, 6-4 , 6-2

Doubles:

No. 1 - Addie Pfeifer and Mia
Kanewischer, Waseca, def. Ava
Flintrop and Avery Lerfald, 6-0,
6-1

No. 2 - Paige Dufault and
Layla Keith, Waseca def.
Addison Houn and- Cristina
Cruz, 7-5, 6-1

No. 3 - Pearl Moore and
Hannah Rugger, Waseca, def.
Camryn Holicky, and Hallie
Holicky 6-4, 6-3.

A day earlier, the Bluejays
traveled to St. James and lost 7-
0. The JV fell 6-0.

On Friday, the Jays were
edged 4-3 at Blue Earth Area
while the JV won 1-0.

Varsity wins were by Benson
and Pfeifer at singles, and the
doubles team of Dufault-
Kanewischer.

The Bluejays, 10-3 overall
and 3-2 in the Big South East,
begin section team play Oct. 7
after wrapping up the regular
season Tuesday.

Big South Conference East
Girls’ Tennis Standings

W-L
St.Peter 6-0
Blue Earth 5-1
Waseca 3-3
Fairmont 3-3
Belle Plaine 3-3
Tri- City United 1-5
New Ulm 0-6

Another blowout for NRHEG

Panthers pound St. Clair/Mankato Loyola, 34-0

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

After the first two weeks of the
season, it looked like it could be a
very big challenge for the NRHEG
High School football team to turn
things around after sta.

So far, so good.

A week after handling Mayer
Lutheran, the Panthers ventured to
Mankato Friday to face St.
Clair/Loyola and came home with a
lop-sided 34-0 victory.

“It was a really great game for the
Panthers,” said coach Marc Kruger.
“We dominated in all areas. We’re
very proud of the effort. There was a
ton of standout performances. The
defense pitched a shutout, we
blocked a few punts, we were able
to move the ball through the air and
on the ground. Now, it's time to get
ready for Homecoming.”

Last Friday, it was obvious the
Panthers were only thinking about
the task at hand.

The Panthers scored the only
points of the first quarter on a safe-
ty, forcing the quarterback into
intentional grounding in the end
zone.

It was 16-0 at halftime as Harbor
Cromwell scored on a nine-yard run
and Jase Knudson caught a 17-yard
pass from Alden Dobberstein.
Aaden Hanna caught a pass for a
two-point conversion, NRHEG’s
lone successful PAT of the night.

Owen Bartlett tallied two thouch-

"We dominated in all areas. We're
really proud of the effort. There was a
ton of standout performances.”

— NRHEG coach Marc Kruger

downs in the third quarter, on a 1-
yard run and a 16-yard pass from
Dobberstein.

Sean Lassahn tacked on a fourth-
period score on a 15-yard run.

Cromwell finished with a team-
high 67 yards rushing on 12
attempts. Lassahn ran six times for
50 yards, Ryan Schlaak 39 on eight
runs.

Dobberstein was 4-for-10 passing
for 54 yards and two interceptions.

The Panthers, 2-2, host Medford
for Homecoming this Friday at 7
p.m.

NRHEG 34, St. Clair/Loyola 0
NRHEG 2 14 12 6—34
SC 0 0 0 0—0

First Quarter

NRHEG — Safety (intentional grounding

in end zone)
Second Quarter

NRHEG — Harbor Cromwell 9 run (kick
failed)

NRHEG — Jase Knudson 17 pass from
Alden Dobberstein (Aaden Hanna pass from
Dobberstein)

Third Quarter
NRHEG — Owen Bartlett 1 run (PAT
failed)
NRHEG — Bartlett 16 pass from

Dobberstein (kick failed)
Fourth Quarter
NRHEG — Sean Lassahn 15 run (kick
failed)

NRHEG SC/ML

Total plays 43 43
First downs 12 4
Rushing Yds. 177 33
Passing 4-10-2 6-14-1
Passing Yds. 54 63
Total Yds. 231 96
Third Down 3-6 0-10
Fourth Down 0-1 0-3
Fumbles lost 0 0
Turnovers 2 1
Penalties 5-51 4-20
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

Rushing — NRHEG: Cromwell 12-67;
Lassahn 6-50; Ryan Schlaak 8-39;
Dobberstein 7-17; Gavin Sletten 1-3; Bartlett
1-1; SC: 25-26

Passing — NRHEG: Dobberstein 4-10-2,
54, SC: 6-14-1, 63

Receiving — NRHEG: Knudson 2-28;
Bartlett 1-16; Aidan Schlaak 1-10; SC: 6-63

NRHEG Defense — R.Schlaak 6 tackles, 1
assist; Jace Ihrke 4 tackles, 2 assists;
J.Brouwers 2 tackles, 1 assist, 1 safety;
Carter Martens 2 tackles; Cromwell 1 tackle;
J.Fleming 1 tackle, 1 assist; Wyatt Larson 1
tackle; Cole Hutchens 1 tackle; A.Schlaak 1
int.; H.Winkler 1 int.

chool footbal

The NRHEG
the season last Friday, 34-0 at St. Clair/Mankato Loyola. At left, the Panther’s Aaden Hanna (9)
blocks a punt. At right, Jordan Brouwers (54) gets into the face of the quarterback.

Pioneer photos by Eli Lutgens

BLUEJAY FOOTBALL

WHS soccer boys break into victory
column; girls just keep on winning

The Waseca High School boys’ soccer team finally

broke into the win column.

The WHS girls’ squad just kept on winning.
The boys knocked off Wings United 1-0 at home last

Tuesday and topped New Ulm Thursday, improving

to 3-1 in conference play and 7-2-1 overall.

Tuesday. Two nights later, they fell 4-1 at New Ulm and  United, 7 p.m.

Friday 7-0 at Austin, running their record to 0-4 in the

Big South and 1-9-1 overall.

Upcoming for the boys: today at Zumbrota, 4 p.m.;
Saturday at Red Wing, noon; Tuesday vs. Tri-City

For the girls: Saturday vs. Red Wing, noon; Monday

at Kasson-Mantorville, 7 p.m.; Tuesday at TCU, 7 p.m.

The girls, meanwhile, defeated Wings United

| team won its second game of

Lucas Selthun

starting guard on offense,
LBondefense.

Bluejay Football Player of the Week Sponsored by:

®Wealth

Your Dreams Become Our Goals

Planning « Investments « Insurance

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice
offered through iWealth Financial, LLC, a Registered Investment Advisor.
iWealth Financial, LL.C and iWealth are separate entities from LPL Financial
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PERSONALIZED PRINTING
: ano APPAREL

S 107 West EIm Avenue  Waseca

Pioneer photos by Amelia Roessler, Deb Bently and

Ben Revermann

N 507.835.7565
| info@pprintwaseca.com

OUR APPAREL SHOP
is open
Monday - Friday

9:30 AM - 4 PM.

===
Enter the
Store by
the BIG
FLAG on

Old Hwy 14.

New Subscription
[0 6 months-$25

[1 12 months - $40

Renewal
[1 12 months - $47

WASECA COUNTY Sign me up for the best in local news!

Mail to: Address

Waseca County Pioneer

P.O. Box 578 City

State  Zip

Waseca, MN, 56093
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