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Exchange Club
highway cleanup

Thursday, June 4

The Exchange Club of Waseca
will be holding their highway
cleanup at 5 p.m. on Thursday,
June 4. This is a volunteer op-
portunity and those pitching in
will meet at the Crystal Valley
parking lot.

Tom Sexton 2026
Campaign Kick-Off
Friday, June 5

Minnesota House of Repre-
sentatives member Tom Sexton,
representing legislative district
19B, will be kicking off his 2026
campaign from 4:30 to 7 p.m.
June 5 at The Mill Event Center
in Waseca. The event will in-
clude a $10 burger fry.

Take a Kid Fishing at
Clear Lake Park
Saturday, June 6

The Waseca Lakes Associa-
tion is hosting a Take a Kid Fish-
ing event at Clear Lake Park
from 10 a.m. through noon.
Fishing equipment, snacks and
assistance provided, this event is
free of charge. Children under 10
must be accompanied.

Johnny Frist and the
Heatseekers at Indian

Island Winery June 6

Johnny Frost and the Heat-
seekers will perform at the In-
dian Island Winery from
5:30-8:30 p.m. on Saturday, June
6. They perform seven decades
of music.

Kinda Fonda Wonda
at Pleasant Grove

Pizza Farm June 7

Amanda White of the band
Kinda Fonda Wonda will play
Pleasant Grove Pizza Farm from
1-7 p.m. on Sunday, June 7.
They play deep cuts by Patsy
CLine, Barbara Mandrell and
Johnny Cash.

Vacation Bible School
Immanuel Lutheran
Church June 8-12

There will be a vacation bible
school for grades 3-8 from 8:30
a.m. through 1 p.m. on Monday,
June 8 through Friday, June 12.
Please register before May 24,
call LuAnn Krienke at 521-1834
or Sally Marquardt at 461-3466.
They are located at 30266 35th
St. Janesville.

Blood Drive at
Waldorf Community

Center on June 9

There will be a blood drive at
the Waldorf Community Center
from 1-6 p.m. on Tuesday, June
9. They are located at 109 S
Main Street.

Pottery Wheel for all
levels on Tuesdays

starting June 9

At the Waseca Art Center,
Dustin Larson will be instructing
how to use the pottery wheel for
all skill levels from 5 to 7:30
p-m. on Tuesdays from June 9 -
July 28. Cost for all eight ses-
sions including clay, kiln firing
and glazes: $210 Members /
$235 Non-members. Register on
the WAC website:
https://www.wasecaartcenter.org

GRADUATION - Above left, Olivia Johnson hugs her dad, Jeff, during parent appreciation. Above right, Christian Huntington Cully
walks as Molly Johnson, behind, waves. Below, Camryn and Quinn VanMaldeghem sit behind the podium during commencement.

Class of ‘26 graduates 55

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher/Editor

They stood together for the final
time.

One by one, they walked out into
the world.

The 55 members of the NRHEG
class of 2026 graduated Sunday after-
noon in a packed high school gymna-
sium in New Richland.

Principal Grant Berg got the show

rolling quickly as he said the day was
not about anyone but the students
standing on the stage.

Berg kept the introduction short
and sweet. “Today is their (the gradu-
ates’) day. Thank you.”

Berg introduced the NRHEG choir
which performed “Forever Young.”

Class speakers Chloe Stork, Winter
Pederson, and Kaitlyn Dobberstein,
elected by their peers, addressed the

group’s shared experiences in elemen-
tary grades, secondary school, and
looking toward the future.

“I don’t want to graduate,” Stork
began. “I know that’s probably not
what you want an 18-year-old who’s
supposed to be ready for the next
chapter to say, but it’s never really
been about being ready. I’'m just in-
credibly grateful to be able to say |
had the best high school experience

possible, and it’s because of the
people who surrounded me along the
way.”

Stork talked about what it was like
growing up in such a small town, in a
class under 60 students; class trips and
experiences that shaped who they are
today.

“It's a unique gift to grow up in a

Graduates continued on 14

A word from
The Word

In their hearts hu-
mans plan  their
course, but the
LORD establishes
their steps.

Proverbs 16:9

FREEDOM - The Waseca Exchange Club gathered on May 27 at the WHS to dedicate a “freedom shrine” display. The display is
on a wall near the west entrance, across from the school’s performing arts center.

Freedom Shrine dedicated at W)SHS

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

Members of the Waseca Ex-
change Club gathered at the
Waseca Junior Senior High School
the evening of May 27 for two pur-
poses. The first was to dedicate a
“freedom shrine,” a display of pho-
tograph quality reproductions of
numerous documents pivotal to the
founding and establishing of the
United States. Among these are the

Mayflower Compact, Declaration
of Independence, U.S. Constitu-
tion, Bill of Rights, Emancipation
Proclamation and the Gettysburg
Address.

The display is on a wall across
from an entry to the school’s per-
forming arts center; the ceremony
was held in the hallway next to it.
Representatives from the Steele
County Honor Guard posted and
later retired the colors.

The singing group “Just Friends”

provided a cappella music that in-
cluded “My Country, ‘Tis of
Thee,” the national anthem, and
“God Bless America.”

Waseca Exchange Club pres-
ident Mikhail Rostislavovich em-
phasized the importance of the
documents, and their role as an il-
lustration and reminder of how pre-
cious, and even fragile, the
freedoms given to United States
citizens are. Just as our nation’s
founders faced difficulty and con-
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troversy to establish those free-
doms, said Rostislavovich, today’s
citizens must be mindful and alert
in guarding and protecting them.
Rostislavovich went on to say
students would benefit from the in-
spirational and the thought-provok-
ing elements of the documents,
stating he hoped they would take
time to learn more about the cir-

Shrine continued on 4

Waseca
class of
2026 to
graduate
Sunday

Commencement
exercises begin
at 1:30 p.m.

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher/Editor

The Waseca High School
graduating class of 2026 takes
the stage at the high school for
commencement at 1:30 p.m.
Sunday, June 1. This year’s
graduates number 135, down
from last year’s 154. There
were 120 graduates in 2024,
142 graduates in 2023 and 121
in 2022.

Instead of naming valedic-
torians and salutatorians,
Waseca confers “Latin
Honors,” the type of rec-
ognition often used at colleges.
Students are recognized at
levels such as Cum Laude
(“with honor”), Magna Cum
Laude (“with great honor”) and
Summa Cum Laude (“with
highest honor”) based on their
grade point averages (GPAs).
Under this system, all students
in each grade range are recog-
nized with no limits imposed
by class rank or other systems
of comparison.

At the ceremony, those with
a GPA between 3.9 and 4 will
be wearing white cords; those
with a GPA between 3.75 and
3.89 will have blue and white
cords; anyone with a GPA be-
tween 3.5 and 3.74 will have
blue and gold cords. Plain gold
cords will be around the
shoulders of anyone with a
GPA between 3.0 and 3.49.

Students who earned a 4.0
GPA are: Jolee Nicole Larson,
Vivian Dorothy Mader, Corrick
Justin Medina, Pearl Anne
Moore, Sadie Ruth Schimming,
and Andres Francisco Vasquez-
Neigebauer

Musical selections to be per-
formed by the Waseca High
School band and choir include:

“Pomp and Circumstance” -
Edward Elgar; “Omnia Sol” by
Z. Randall Stroope; “Hlohono-
lofatsa” arranged by Daniel
Jackson; and “River of Life” by
Steven Reineke.

This year’s class officers are:
Student Council President
Layla Keith, School Board
Representative Allen Kopetzki,
Senior Class President Paige
Dufault, and Senior Class Vice
President Andy Vasquez.

Class speakers are: Dufault,
Sadie Schimming, and Keith.

The senior class motto is
"Sometimes you will never
know the value of a moment,
until it becomes a memory.” -
Theodor Seuss Geisel (Dr.
Seuss).

The class colors are Blue and
Gold.

The class flower is a yellow
rose.

Presenting diplomas this year
are Superintendent Dr. Eric
Hudspith and Board of Educa-
tion members Alyssa Bowers,
Dave Dunn and Anne Harguth.
High School Principal Justin
Johnston will be reading the
graduates’ names as they re-
ceive their diplomas.

The 2026 escorts are John
Hanson and Jake Nelson.

This year’s graduates are pic-
tured on Pages 5-9 of this
week’s Pioneer.



2 Thursday, June 4, 2026

Pioneer

Compostings

by Al Batt

Try an aebleskiver

ECHOES FROM THE
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING

You know what they say about
getting older?

No, what?

I don’t remember either.

DRIVING BY BRUCE’S
DRIVE

I have a wonderful neighbor
named Bruce. Whenever I pass his
drive, thoughts occur to me. I
needed a good password. I always
need one. I was trying to recall my
maternal  grandfather’s  third
cousin’s barber’s nephew’s step-
daughter's hyphenated name from
her second marriage. I couldn’t re-
member it. Pity. It would have
made a dandy password.

I met him in Colorado at a 60th
wedding anniversary for people
whom I didn’t know. It’s a long
story. I could tell that the guy liked
parties as long as he could maintain
a position near the potato chips. His
fingers tapped an impatient mes-
sage on the table as he waited for
the chip bowl to be refilled. He
wore a “Pretty good. Not bad. I
can’t complain.” T-shirt. I smiled
and told him I liked his shirt and
that I was a big fan of that song and
the singer, John Prine. He said he
didn’t know who that was and that
he got the shirt at a thrift shop.
Then the potato chip reinforce-
ments arrived.

AEBLESKIVER

Aebleskiver are spherical Danish
pancake balls. The name means
"apple slices" in Danish, although
slices of apples aren’t ingredients
in present-day versions. They are
delicious. Please try them if you’ve
never had the pleasure of having
your pancake roll off the table.

HOW THE LAKE GOT ITS

NAME

I grew up along Mule Lake. The
area had been settled by the Board-
man brothers in 1857 and was
called Le Sueur Lake. The lake was
large then, and abundant in north-
ern pike, wild rice and migrant
ducks. The story goes that the
Boardmans tried crossing the ice-
covered lake with mules, but the
ice was too thin, and a “fine span
of mules” fell through and were
drowned. Local folks called it Mule
Lake after the incident. The lake
was drained in 1914.

IVE LEARNED

Science fiction has become non-
fiction.

If it tastes just like chicken, it’s
probably chicken.

The tallest buildings in Minne-
sota are all in Minneapolis. The
Wells Fargo Center stands 775 feet
high. The Capella Tower is a foot
taller at 776 feet. The IDS Center is
the tallest, adding equipment and
antennas to its top to retain the title.

I miss video stores. There was
drama in the aisles as families ne-

gotiated (argued).

I know members of a family that
had 22 children—all single births.
I don’t know if the parents had dif-
ficulty remembering all the names,
but I know that I’d have had trou-
ble counting them all.

I remember when excessive
screen time was a giant wall of TVs
in a retail store, meant to showcase
the picture quality of various tele-
visions.

BAD JOKES
DEPARTMENT

Did you ever knock on some-
one’s door and then run away be-
fore they could answer? If so, UPS
is hiring.

An alligator can live 50 years.
There is a good chance that one
will see you later.

Why is it spelled "camouflage"
andnot ?

What has 5 toes and is not your
foot? My foot.

NATURE NOTES

A gray catbird with a stubby tail
fed on grape jelly, then did a jazz
riff, and meowed like a cat before
eating more. Why did it have a
stubby tail? The bird didn’t want to
talk about it, but I’'m guessing it
was a stress molt, during which it
shed tail feathers to escape a pred-
ator. Feathers re-grow rapidly when
they’ve been pulled out. Tails are
important but not critical. Tail-less
birds can fly, avoid danger and feed
themselves, but might have trouble
getting a table in an upscale restau-
rant. It’s better than losing a tail in
the winter. Catbirds aren’t here
then, but nobody wants a cold rear
end.

In many turtles, warm tempera-
tures during incubation create fe-
males and cold temperatures
produce males. A friend, Gina
Kemper, told me, “It’s hot chicks
and cool dudes.”

Common mallard nest predators
include skunks, raccoons, coyotes,
foxes, weasels, mink, snakes and
large bird species. A nest success
rate of 15% is a rule of thumb for
maintaining a mallard population.
Delta Waterfowl found that 90% of
egg destruction is due to predation;
the rest is because of weather
events. Approximately 7.5% of
eggs leave the nesting site as live
ducks. The survival rate of those
drakes is around 70% and about
60% for hens after one year.

Habitat loss is the most signifi-
cant cause of declining songbird
populations. A U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service report found that cats are
the top human-related cause of bird
deaths, with collisions with build-
ings/glass a distant second.

MEETING ADJOURNED

Zig Ziglar said, “Don’t judge me
by my past. I don’t live there any-
more.” Be kind.

In My Humble Opinion

by Deb Bently

We should all be
as happy as kings

Though I did not capture them with
a camera, a number of “pictures” from
the last 7 to 10 days keep staying with
me.

The first two descriptions I want to
offer are alike, but different.

At a T-intersection of two gravel
roads, I came to a stop and then made a
right turn. My stop must have startled
a kestrel from somewhere he was roost-
ing, causing him to take flight. For a
few heartlifting seconds, the bird was
flying alongside my car just a couple
feet away from the passenger side win-
dow.

I saw the bird there and it was as if
time slowed down. It seemed I could
see its muscles moving in its chest,
keeping the wings in motion. I can still
picture its sleek outline, the field and
skyline behind it. Though a kestrel is
not a particularly large bird, it is a pred-
ator—a sharp-eyed hunter that needs
strong muscles and quick reflexes.

In those seconds the bird was in my
line of sight, it seemed all that infor-
mation was available to me in its profile

and its intent expression.

The next magnificent surprise [ want
to describe was a swallowtail butterfly.
This time, 1 was leaving the Waseca
Junior Senior High School by its west
doors. Brick and glass behind me, con-
crete below me, asphalt up ahead-not
a setting where one expects an en-
counter with nature.

Yet there it was, flying fast.

The moment did not have the noise
and power of a Thunderbird flyover,
but it had a grace and majesty that stays
with me, again like a short film in my
head. My peripheral vision took note of
movement. | turned my head to see
what it was.

And there, suddenly brilliant and
beautiful only a foot or two in front of
my face was a swallowtail butterfly:
The elegant shape and distinctive yel-
low and black colors stopped me in my
tracks, and caused me to whisper aloud,
“What are you doing here, you magnif-
icent creature?”’

The butterfly was already past me
when I finished. “Go grace someone’s

MAGNIFICENT CREATURE - The elegant shape and distinctive
yellow and black colors mean this butterfly is a swallowtail.

flower garden.”

That “snapshot” moment may have
been only one or two seconds long, but
again, it is locked in my memory and
makes me smile when I recall it.

The third moment of grandeur [ wish
to describe came at the end of one of
our recent oppressive 90-something-
degree days. Of course no Minnesotan
needs to be told that, when the heat and
humidity work together, we get storm
clouds.

The official name for those is “cu-
mulonimbus,” a combination of Latin
words meaning “heaped” or “piled,”
and “raincloud.”

As it came toward evening on one of
those hot days, white, glowing towers
rose powerfully above us, seeming to
reach to space. Though I know what
those towers can become, it was impos-
sible not to look at them with awe and
appreciation—so shining white, so im-
mense, and such a contrast to the sky

around them.

As the sun moved toward the hori-
zon, they became shades of pink, pur-
ple and orange. I couldn’t help thinking
about the rising heat and energy which
fed them and kept them looking fluffy
and marshmallow-like...but with
marshmallows hundreds of feet across.

Like the kestrel and swallowtail, all
I have to do is think about this moment
and the picture appears in my imagina-
tion. Even only the memories cause me
to draw my breath in delight.

I hope my descriptions bring you
pleasure, but even more, I hope you
take the opportunity to appreciate mo-
ments like these when they present
themselves to you. After all, as we were
told in A Child’s Garden of Verse, “The
world is so full of a number of things,
I’'m sure we should all be as happy as
kings.”
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Thoughts and more on graduation day

Graduation is one of my favorite
events of the year. It pulls at my heart-
strings. I enjoy the student speeches, the
parent appreciation NRHEG graduates
leave the stage and present a flower to
their parents during the ceremony), and
the video montage. Graduation Sunday
goes quickly for those of us in the au-
dience, and even faster for the gradu-
ates (at least for me when I graduated).
As someone with a job to do while [ am
there, it still goes lightning fast for me.
T arrived at about 1:15 p.m. Sunday af-
ternoon for the 2 p.m. start.

I found a spot to reserve for myself
in the front row. (Really two spots.)
This year the Stork family had part of
the front row taken and Dan, the district
activities director, arranged for me to sit
next to him. I have known Dan since
kindergarten/preschool. He was my
gym teacher and athletic director at
NRHEG my entire life. It brings me joy
whenever I see him. During my aca-
demic years, [ would stop and visit him
in his office every so often during study
hall. Despite his being very busy, he
never, ever asked me to leave his office.
Instead he would entertain my many
questions about his life and job. (I think
most of my teachers experienced the
many questions I would ask.) From
time to time, he put me to work helping
with various tasks: stocking conces-
sions for basketball games, folding pro-
grams, etc. I am grateful for the
excellent relations I had with teachers
at NRHEG. I imagine at a larger
school, it would not be tolerated for a
student to stop and visit the athletic di-
rector for no good reason during a study
hall. Dan also had a small basketball
hoop in his office that I would shoot at

STAR GAZING

*

by Eli Lutgens

until one day it broke and was repaired
in a way (tape) that it was “just for
looks.”

Thank you Dan, for the kind mem-
ories.

So there I was, two seats reserved.
One in the front row and another on the
end, so that I could photograph the
graduates as they processed in.

With my seats claimed, I headed to
another former teacher’s room, Ms.
Hatton, to find the graduates and take
their photos. I went with the soon-to-be
graduates to the commons area where
I photographed a wide assortment of
groups, including the entire class, honor
students, military bound, and valedic-
torian and salutatorian. Oh, and boy
scout. I asked if there were any other
photos that should be taken and Wyatt
Larson asked if I could take that one.
“Of course,” was my answer.

This year’s valedictorian and saluta-
torian were Chloe Stork and Wyatt Lar-
son. Stork is Dan and Stacy’s youngest
daughter. Wyatt is the son of Shawn
and Jody. Shawn was my sixth grade
teacher and in some parts, my baseball
coach from about seventh grade
through my senior year. He is one of
my favorite teachers and coaches of all
time--at least partly because his class
taught us cribbage, poker, and fantasy
football. I have many fond memories

from that year. The “trash can battle”
Larson had with Aaron Seath; the glitter
stain I caused on his floor during
Christmas festivities; defeating Larson
in chess (My record against him was 4-
3-2. I believe I was the first student who
had defeated him.); and how could I
forget Larson scolding me for reading
fiction books during his math class.
One final thanks for Larson: he encour-
aged reading and gave me many books
to read that year. I am an avid reader to
this day. It was really cool to see Chloe
and Wyatt earn these prestigious
awards, and to see the happy, proud
faces of their parents.

After I had taken the photos I needed
in the commons, I returned to the gym.
There, I chatted briefly with Principal
Grant Berg and Superintendent Mi-
chael Meihak. I mentioned to Berg that,
if he had a speech, I would like to have
the text of it so I could use some quotes
in my article.

“Eli, you should know by now,”
Berg said. “It’s about the kids. I don’t
have a speech.

“All T have to say today is, 'It’s about
the kids.'”

After I sat down in my seat, I chatted
with Dan as he gave me updates on all
his offspring. I enjoyed hearing the up-
dates. As I sat there, I hoped I wasn’t
detracting his attention from the day,

the moment, his last daughter's gradu-
ation. Oh, and I got to meet his grand-
son, Anna and Matt Jensen’s first child.
I played baseball with Matt for a few
years. Watching him play baseball, 1
thought home runs were more common
in high school sports in our area than
they really are. He was an excellent
player and even better teammate.

These thoughts and many others
went through my mind as graduation
started.

I snapped many photos during the
ceremony and worried about the grad-
uates I didn't have as many photos of as
others. The speeches were good. We
print them in the paper because I, as a
former graduate, would love to go back
and read the speeches from my gradu-
ation 10 years ago. Looking back, that
day went by very quickly. The same
can be said of Sunday, as before I knew
it the graduates were walking outside
as they closed this chapter of their lives.

I truly intended to write about the
best baseball game of my life, which I
witnessed Saturday when the Panthers
held on to win 5-4 over Adams. But I
may have to save it for next week.

Thank you to everyone who helped
in the lives of the graduates from the
class of 2026. Sometimes it might be
hard to remember how much impact
you may have on the life of a young
person. I hope my many memories
serve as a reminder of how powerful
and lasting those small acts of kindness
become.

"Behind my graduation cap lies an
invaluable team of supporters. To my
team, thank you for making this pos-
sible." - unknown.
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Look! Want to meet the superheros?

Know what I've learned is better
than vacation? Free vacation.

Last weekend, Jack and I went to
spend the weekend at Gaylord Rockies
Resort located in Aurora, near the Den-
ver airport. It had everything: a water-
park, four restaurants, a spa, outdoor
spaces like mini golf and basketball
courts and lawns, and the best thing
being superhero activities.

See, Gaylord Rockies is a big adver-
tiser with the magazine [ work for, Col-
orado Parent. So when the PR agent for
Gaylord Rockies reached out to me to
see if I’d be interested in writing a story
or producing some editorial content in
exchange for a free stay, | immediately
hopped on board.

After some exchanges, our stay was
booked. A free, two-night stay at the re-
sort in a room with a mountain view (a
big deal around here) and a king bed.
On top of that, we got free parking,
$200 dining credit, a dinner reservation,
and a reservation at their golf simulator
suite. And of course, we got to do all
the superhero things that kids could
sign up and parents could pay for, as I
was there to highlight the resort’s “DC

by Amelia Roessler

Superhero Summer.”

We got there on Friday in time to get
in our room and head to dinner at one
of their restaurants. After a tasty meal,
we decided to use the free s’mores kit
we’d been given (others could pur-
chase) and head to the lawn outside
where they had numerous decorative
fires that also worked well for roasting
marshmallows. It was fun to see all the
little kids running around in the dark,
chocolate and marshmallows in their
hands or sticky on their happy faces.

On Saturday, we walked around and
explored the resort and convention
center, which is ginormous. As it turned
out, there was a DEKA event going on
in the convention center that we had no

idea about. Basically, DEKA is a fitness
challenge similar to a Hyrox, where in-
dividuals or teams compete by com-
pleting a series of physical exercises
and challenges while being timed. It
looked hard, but also exhilarating. I can
see myself doing it someday, and Jack
even said he would be my partner. Plus,
who doesn’t want a cool medal?
Anway, we walked around and then
made it back toward the resort in time
for our craft area time slot, where we
received free superhero-themed bedaz-
zling kits. Then we headed to the pool
patio where they were doing face paint-
ing and temporary tattoos. We consid-
ered the line of children and then
decided it wasn’t worth it for us as two

adults to get temporary tattoos (al-
though they would have been fun).

After exploring that, we headed to
get our seats at the live action superhero
show we had received tickets for as part
of the complementary package. The
show was. . .interesting, to say the least.
It was Jack and I, and two families. So
five children and six adults. Props to the
performer, a woman who was a “super-
hero superfan” there to help kids solve
riddles and learn things. At the end
though, Batman came out to say hello,
meet the kids, and sign certificates for
being heroic. No offense, but Batman
needed to work on his penmanship. But
it was still cool to meet him and take
home our certificates, which are now
hanging proudly on the fridge.

Needless to say, it was a fun week-
end where we got to stay and eat for
free, while I videoed the experience and
will write about it after. Seems a decent
tradeoff.

My Determination: “It’s not who I
am underneath, but what I do that de-
fines me. ” — Bruce Wayne/Batman,
Batman Begins
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En Plein Air (outside)
Painting Workshop at

Farmamerica June 10
Oil Painter Ava Lambert will
lead this en plein air (outdoors)
artist workshop at Farmamerica
from 11 a.m. through 3 p.m.
Wednesday, June 10. weather
permitting. The Art Center can
provide or you can bring your
own. Upon registration, the
WAC will coordinate supply re-
quirements and weather contin-
gencies. $50 for members/$60
for non-members. Limit 12 stu-
dents. Register here:
https://www.wasecaartcenter.org

Car Show for
Children’s Miracle
Network June 10

Owners of classic cars are
asked to bring their vehicles to
the parking lot of the former
Dollar General Store in Waseca:
2000 State Street North, in time
for a show scheduled to last from
5 to 7 p.m. the evening of Wed-
nesday, June 10. Viewers will be
charged $2 to walk through the
show; proceeds will go to the
Children’s Miracle Network. For
more information call 507-835-
2250.

Watercolor Flamingos
at Waseca Art Center
Thursday, June 11

Local artist Cherie Jacobson
will guide through painting a
cheeky and elegant Flamingo
in vibrant colors from 5 to 7:30
p.m. Thursday, June 11.
Supplies will be provided, $35
for members/$40 for non-
members.  Register  here:
https://www.wasecaartcenter.or

g

Catholic Daughters
salad luncheon at

Sacred Heart June 11
The Catholic Daughters of
Sacred Heart Church are hold-
ing a salad luncheon from 11
am. to 1 p.m. on June 11.

More information is available
at 507-461-4726.

Soil Water
Conservation District
(SWCD) Board

Meeting June 11

The SWCD will hold its next
meeting at 6:30 p.m. on Thurs-
day, June 11. All meetings are at
the SWCD Offices, 300 North
State Street, Door 4. Anyone can
attend.

Poor Cousin John at
Club 57 June 11

Poor Cousin John will play at
Club 57 from 6-9 p.m. on Thurs-
day, June 11. They play live
music with some instrumentals.

Barnyard Explorers at

Farmamerica June 12

There will be a Barnyard Ex-
plorers event at Farmamerica
from 10 a.m. through 2 p.m. on
Friday, June 12. A fun-filled,
hands-on event where kids can
discover the animals and learn
their roles on the farm.

Correction: Statements in a
recent article regarding a
request for a variance placed
by Calonett Venues LLC in-
cluded the following errors:
the location is along Old High-
way 14, rather than 13. There
is no direct reference to a
"stage'" in the Calonett vari-
ance application, although
performances by musicians
were mentioned and neighbors
expressed concerns about dis-
ruptive noise levels.

& Residential
Snow Removal

zachbattenfeld@gmail.com

The
Pastor’s Column

CELEBRATING SUCCESS - The Waseca teachers’ education association banquet celebrated staff members in the Waseca school
system. Here, teachers (from left) Olivia Marth, Brenda Nelson, Amanda Anenson, Anthony Scheid, Claire Duncan and Katie Kasen-
dorf show certificates indicating they have been with the district for 10 years.

Waseca teachers celebrate
awards, accomplishments

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

The Waseca teachers’ education as-
sociation banquet at The Mill the even-
ing of May 27 celebrated
accomplishments, anniversaries and re-
tirements among staff members in the
Waseca school system.

Teachers named  Association
member Jake Nelson as their “Teacher
of the Year.” Nelson graduated from
Waseca High School, then returned to
serve as a teacher for 33 years before
being selected as the Junior Senior
High School Dean of Students nine
years ago.

Nelson spoke energetically. He
began by claiming that, when he began

his career as a teacher, “I was a com-
plete buffoon.” Back then, he admitted,
he might have claimed being named
teacher of the year was an indicator he
is successful as a teacher.

But in fact, he went on to say,
teachers who wish to be successful will
be consistent about building and main-
taining relationships—both with their
peers and with students.

It was his relationships with co-
workers, he said, which helped him
overcome being a “buffoon” by watch-
ing what experienced teachers did and
by asking for guidance.

He said building relationships can
allow the sophomore “who swore at
you” to become a graduate “crying on
your shoulder” out of gratitude.

“These moments mean more than
any plaque,” Nelson said of his experi-
ences. “Building relationships means
showing up, caring about kids, and car-
ing about each other.”

Katie Gonzales of State Farm Insur-
ance of Waseca was celebrated as the
Teacher Association “Friend of Educa-
tion.” She was introduced by Junior
Senior High School phy ed teacher
Connolly Turek, who cited her vol-
unteer work, willingness to help with
initiatives, and her contributions as a
business professional which make her
“someone Waseca simply counts on.”
Turek stated he has found Gonzalez to
be “confident, energetic, dependable,
genuine, kind and generous.”

In her acceptance speech, Gonzalez

Pioneer photos by Deb Bently

Hartley teacher Gwen
Kruger was honored for being
with the Waseca school dis-
trict for 35 years.

revealed she had earned a degree in ele-
mentary education in college. Though
she did not become a teacher, she said

Awards continued on 14

e SINCE 1942
Great Home Cooking ¢ Catering
Full Breakfast Menu ¢ Daily Lunch Specials
104 State Street, Waseca MN e 835-1259

BATTENFELD
LAWN CARE

Lawn Maintenance Zach Battenfeld

Cedar Crate
Farms

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

“Everybody has that one crop they’re ex-
cited about,” speculates Dan Zimmerli, who,
with his wife Lara, owns and operates Cedar
Crate Farms not far from Waldorf.

Since 2015, the couple has grown vege-
tables in a garden which has come to be three
acres in size and include six “tunnels,” round-
topped structures covered in transparent plas-
tic which, Dan says, cannot be properly called
“greenhouses” because they lack automatic
monitoring and ventilating systems. He ex-
plains lightheartedly that he and Lara do the
monitoring and ventilating. “When the tem-
peratures start rising, we make the decision it
will get too warm and lift up the plastic on
the sides to let air through,” he summarizes.

Apparently the system works well; Dan
notes that, even without mechanical heat in
its tunnels, Cedar Crate is able to extend its
growing season for certain suitable crops to
10 months of the year. “We’ve expanded it
gradually,” he says of the farm’s online har-
vest calendar, which shows when 30 different
options ranging from asparagus to zucchini
are available for purchase.

Cedar Crate came about when two major
influences in Dan’s life combined.

One was that he found only limited satis-
faction in his job in the Internet Technology
(IT) field. “I was doing important things,” he
says, “but I was in a cubicle all day working
on a screen. It just didn’t line up with who I
am.”

The other factor was his dissatisfaction
with commercially produced vegetables. “I
grew up on a traditional farm near Wabasso,”
he relates, mentioning that his family has

INCH BY INCH, ROW BY ROW - Above, workers at Cedar Crate Farm perform various
tasks in the business's three-acre garden. Below, Dan and Lara Zimmerli have operated
Cedar Crate Farm since 2015. Pioneer photos by Deb Bently
many roots in the Waseca County area. “My
dad managed the farm and the work that it
needed. My mom always grew a large garden.
We would eat lots of fresh foods, and she
would can and freeze a lot of what she grew
to use during the winter.”

Compared to that freshness, Dan com-
ments, vegetables available in most stores
“aren’t good at all.”

Between what he learned from helping his
mother in the garden and the business prac-
tices he learned from his father, Dan says he
and Lara decided to take a shot at the fulfill-
ment being large-scale gardeners could bring.
As a teacher in the Mankato school system,
Lara was able to devote summers to the many
tasks involved.

“At the beginning, I was doing both,” Dan
says of his nine-to-five job and gardening.

Cedar Crate markets its products in a
number of ways. Buyers can find the business
at the Mankato summer and winter farmer

Farm continued on 4

Paintul path
to growth

By PASTOR MIKE
COGLAN

A psychiatrist once told the
story of a brilliant computer
technician whose wife left him
because he was both emo-
tionally distant and constantly
suspicious of her. There was no
intimacy in their marriage, yet
he continually accused her of
infidelity. After years of living
this way, she took their chil-
dren and left him, demanding
that he seek counseling before
any reconciliation could
happen.

During therapy, the coun-
selor discovered the roots of
the man's behavior. As a child,
his parents repeatedly dis-
appointed him. To protect him-
self from pain, he learned to
lower his expectations and
trust no one. If his parents
promised him something, he
assumed they would fail him.
This coping mechanism re-
duced disappointment in child-
hood, but as an adult it became
the pattern for all his relation-
ships. He kept everyone at a
distance so no one could hurt
him.

This man's recovery re-
quired painful change. He
would need to trust people
again and admit the painful
truth that his parents had failed
to love him well. As he moved
closer to this realization, he
began avoiding counseling ses-
sions. Eventually he became
angry at the psychiatrist, view-
ing him as just another untrust-
worthy person.

This story from The Road
Less Traveled by M. Scott
Peck illustrates an important
truth: growth requires dis-
cipline, and discipline often in-
volves pain. Peck wrote,
"Truth or reality is avoided
when it is painful. We can re-
vise our maps only when we
have the discipline to over-
come that pain. ... Mental
health is an ongoing process of
dedication to reality at all
costs." Spiritual growth de-
mands a willingness to face re-
ality rather than avoid it.

Growing people do three
things: they turn from old pat-
terns, they learn God's truth,
and they discern God's dis-
cipline.

First, we grow by turning
from worldly ways to King-
dom ways. Many people see
God's commands as mere reli-
gion arbitrary rules meant to
restrict happiness. But Scrip-
ture teaches that God's laws are
actually the path to life.
Human nature resists rules.
Paul wrote in Romans 7 that
when the commandment came,
sin "sprang to life." Tell people
not to do something, and sud-
denly they want to do it.

But God's commands are not
meant to rob us of joy; they
protect us from destruction.

Honesty is not simply "the
right thing to do." It is the only
way to experience genuine in-
timacy.

Forgiveness is not merely a
command; it is the path to free-
dom. Sexual purity protects the

Growth continued on 14

5607-621-0226

Complete Septic Service and Installation * Excavation

Residential and Commercial Site Preparation and Utilities
Locally Owned and Operated since 1978

patients of all ages!

Serving the Mankato, MN area with
a full range of eye care services,
including routine eye exams,
contacts, glasses & urgent care visits.
At Eye Q Vision we are dedicated
to providing our patients with the
highest quality of optometric care to

507-387-6695 * eyeqvisionmankato.com

OUR STAFF
Jeffery Crowley OD
Angela Johnson OD
Laura Coudron OD

ADDRESS

M Star Street
Suite 101
Mankato, MN
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David Kramer

David Michael Kramer of
Washougal, WA passed away at
home on May 18, 2026 sur-
rounded by those closest to his
heart. His short but intense battle
with pancreatic cancer revealed
his bravery and steadfast heart,
he never stopped fighting to live
to see his son grow up.

Born on October 19, 1979 in
Waseca, MN, he was the cher-
ished youngest son of Bob and
Colleen Kramer. Growing up,
David was known for his love of
reading, sports and spirit of ad-
venture. He attended school in
Waseca and later moved to the
Twin Cities to attend St. Thomas
University. He built a career in
IT as a Systems Director at Phar-
macy Safeguard, which he took
over in early 2025. His care for
his customers was evident in
every interaction.

To his parents, he was a de-
voted and loving son. Colleen
and Bob travelled to the Pacific
Northwest several times a year
to spend time with Dave and
Ronan. They had many adven-
tures - travelling, exploring,
cooking, baking, hiking. Being
a father to Ronan was his life's
greatest achievement, and he ex-
celled in that role. Ronan was
the center of his world. He and
his ex-wife, Laurie, formed a
close partnership as co-parents
and always centered their son's
needs and desires above all else.
Ronan will always remember the
walks he and his father took, the
awesome dinners his dad pre-
pared for him, and gaming to-
gether.

Beyond his family, Dave was
a loyal, funny and caring friend.
Whether he was cheering on the
Minnesota Vikings, indulging in

David Kramer

his love of PC gaming with his
online friends, or trading quips
over fantasy football, his pres-
ence brought joy to those around
him. His laughter was absolutely
contagious. RIP Nemesix.

He was preceded in death by
his grandparents, Francis and
Elaine Gehring Kramer, and
Gerald Donelan and four uncles.
David is survived by his parents
Robert (Bob) and Colleen
Kramer, his brother Scott
Kramer, his son Ronan Kramer,
and his grandmother Gertrude
Harguth Donelan, as well many
beloved aunts, uncles and cous-
ins.

Mass of Christian Burial will
be held at 1:00 PM on Wednes-
day, June 10, 2026 at Sacred
Heart Church in Waseca. Visita-
tion will be held two hours prior
to the service at the church. All
who knew and loved Dave are
welcome to attend and share
their favorite memories.

Memorials in Dave’s honor
are preferred to his son Ronan’s
college fund.

Dsonfuneral.com

m Farm

from Page 3

markets. They can use the com-
pany website to order and pay
for selected products and then
have them delivered to their
homes at no charge—although
delivery is available mostly on
a corridor between Waldorf and
St. Peter, including Pemberton,
Janesville, St. Clair, Mankato
and St. Peter. It is also possible
to place an order and pick it up
on Fridays at the farm.

As is the case for all gar-
deners, Dan says various fac-
tors—especially weather and
rainfall-greatly influence what
vegetables are available and
how plentiful each harvest is.
He remembers excessive rain-
fall and hail which presented
tremendous challenges during
the 2024 growing season, caus-
ing him and Lara concerns
about whether Cedar Crate
could continue.

Despite the challenges, ho-
wever, Dan believes businesses
like his are on the increase. He
can name 15 to 20 growers and
natural food producers in the
region. “We have a real eco-
nomic impact,” he observes,
noting that Cedar Crate has as
many as seven employees and
fills an important niche in the

market.

Based on his own experi-
ences and his knowledge of
others in similar fields, Dan
says he is glad to be on the
steering committee for the
Waseca Food Cooperative, a
local initiative to open a non-
traditional retail outlet in
Waseca.

As summarized in a previous
article in the Pioneer, leader of
the initiative is Jim Boerboom,
Waseca resident and former
deputy commissioner for the
Minnesota Department of Ag-
riculture. Steering committee
members have been meeting,
discussing options, and investi-
gating possibilities for about a
year now. In the previous ar-
ticle, Boerboom mentioned vis-
iting four cooperatives, and
having completed a prelimi-
nary market assessment.

The food cooperative took a
major step forward recently
when it was recognized by the
state as a legal entity, author-
ized to carry out essential trans-
actions including opening bank
accounts, collecting funds, pur-
chasing equipment or real es-
tate, and more.

“It will be exciting to see it
all come together,” says Dan.
“The cooperative will be a real
asset to the area, and to people
who care about where their
food comes from.”

JUST FRIENDS - Above: The all-male gospel group Just Friends provided music during the dedication of a Freedom Shrine at the
Waseca Junior Senior High School on May 27. Below: The Steele County Honor Guard posted the colors for the event.

m Shrine

from Page 1

Offering Commercial
& Residential Services

Excavation

Site Development

Site Utilities

Basement Digging
Trucks & Hauling
Landscape Supplies

Rock, Sand, Gravel & Dirt
Demolition

Water & Waterline Repair

Septic Services
Snow Plowing

Jetting, Camera & Locating

cumstances which led to each of them being

produced.

A second purpose for the ceremony was to ac-
knowledge and thank Caryn Wendt, a member
and leader in area Exchange Club activities
since the 1990s. Wendt has been an advocate for
a number of local freedom shrine displays in ad-
dition to serving in many roles in the region.

During her statement of gratitude, regional

Honor.”

Minneapolis.

Exchange Club leader Katie Smith credited

Wendt with encouraging her to become a local
leader—a beginning which led to a record of
leadership that took Smith all the way to becom-
ing one of the organization’s national vice pres-
idents and being inducted into its “Court of
Smith also described traveling around
the country with Wendt; the two became “Lena
and Tina” to promote the 2001 National Ex-
change Club convention, which took place in

Smith and Rostislavovich credited Wendt
with showing true and faithful support of the
Exchange Club’s primary programs of service:
Americanism, communityservice, youth pro-
grams, and the prevention of child abuse.

Pioneer photos by Deb Bently
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CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH
2200 4th St NE, Waseca
507-835-2235
Service times 9:30 a.m.

* % %
4TH STREET EVANGELICAL CHURCH
605 4th St NE, Waseca
507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew Isker)
Worship Sundays 10 a.m
* * *

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
801 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-3167
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m.

* * *

CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN
CHURCH
309 6th St NE, Waseca
507-835-9176
Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School/Fellowship 10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Eve Worship 6:30 p.m.

* % %

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
401 3rd Ave NE, Waseca
507-833-1703
Sundays 9:00 a.m.

* ok %

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
314 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-2647
Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m.

* ok %

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
503 2nd Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-4548 (office email: 1cwaseca@hick-
orytech.net)

Worship Sunday 10 a.m.

* * *

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 E Elm Ave, Waseca
507-835-1709
Worship Sunday 9 a.m.
* * *
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH
111 4th St NW, Waseca
Father Glenn Ferichs
507-835-1222
Worship Sundays 10:00 a.m., Tues. and Wed. at
8:30 a.m. and Thurs. at 7 a.m.; Saturdays at 5
p.m.
* * *
REAL LIFE CHURCH
620 W Elm Ave, Waseca
507-833-0017
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
* * *

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST LATTER-
DAY SAINTS
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca
507-835-4640
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m.
* * *

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
1221 8th St SE, Waseca
507-835-2213
Sunday School 9:45 a.m., Sunday Worship
10:45 am.

* * *

CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca
507-833-1082

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun Evening 6:00

p-m., Wed. evening 6:30 p.m.
* * *

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

New Richland, Minnesota

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, Choir and
Choir; 10:30 a.m. Worship
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship

* * *

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Otisco, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship
ok %
TRINITY EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Mary Iverson
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, Sunday
School; 10 a.m. Coffee
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirmation; 7 p.m.
Council meeting
* % %
LESUEUR RIVER
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. Sunday
School
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting
* % %
VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
* * *

Waseca Music

C O M P A —N_—Y

YOUR LOCAL MUSIC STORE

Band Instruments - Repairs
Guitars + CD, DVD, & Vinyl

907-835-2980

111 South State Street

ricksappliancewaseca.com

Ry

Sales & Service

507-461-9615

@ Speed Queen

Whirlgool
AMAN A

405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN

507-835-5240
888-835-5244

507-234-5106
888-980-1210

Waseca Office Janesville Office
215 EIm Ave E : 216 N Main St
Waseca, MN Janesville, MN

www.phblawoffice.com

Owatonna Office  Faribault Office
150 W Park Sq 415 2 Ave NW
Owatonna, MN Faribault, MN

507-451-9000
866-451-9010

507-332-7425

Your Trusted Local Law Offices for Over 50 Years

e

507-461-

Waseca, Mn

On-Site Bulk Fuel Delivery

VISTA EVANGELICAL
COVENANT CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Brian Schanil Pastor
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. Sunday
School
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe Ministry, 1-3
p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires and Yard Games, 6
p.m. until dark
* * *
ALL SAINTS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Father Glenn Ferichs
Friday - 10 a.m. on Ist, 3rd and 4th Fridays
p.m. Mass
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m.
* * *
FIRST LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
‘Waldorf, Minnesota
Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Larry Sipe
Sundays: Worship 8 a.m.; 9:10 a.m. Sunday
School and adult bible class
* * *
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Freedom Township
Sunday — 9:15 a.m. Worship
* * *
ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris
‘Waldorf, Minnesota
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
* * *
ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC
‘Waldorf, Minnesota
Father Brian Mulligan
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship
* * *
TRINITY LUTHERAN
Wilton Township
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor
Services 6 p.m. Saturday
* * *
THE CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Brad Donner, Branch President
‘Waseca, Minnesota
www.lds.org

Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.; 11:20 a.m.

Sunday School
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activities, ages
12-18

Tesch Service Genter

Family-Owned Automotive Repair

» wheel alignments
e brake services

° suspension repairs
e towing & more!

Call us today!

* # *

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
412 N. Main Street, Janesville
Pastor Jason Wolter
Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m. Worship
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible Class, 10:30
a.m. Worship
% * *
JANESVILLE UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
401 N. West St., Janesville
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship
* * *
BLOOMING GROVE UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH
43089 180th St., Morristown
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Summer worship hours,
(10:45 a.m. Worship, winter)
* % %
ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH
307 W. 2nd St, Janesville
10 a.m. - Mass
* % %
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 Owen St., Janesville

Pastor Sarah Krolak
* * *

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL CHURCH
Alma City, Minnesota
Pastor Robert Harting
Sunday - 10 a.m. V\’/kors}iip N

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Smiths Mill, Minnesota
Pastor Robert Harting
Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship
* * *
NORTH WASECA LUTHERAN CHURCH
ELCA
404 30 120th St. Waseca
Pastor Sarah Krolak
507-234-6463
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Second sunday
“Young at heart”
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirmation
* * *
NOTE: CHANGES IN CALENDARS
MUST BE MADE BY NOTIFICATION
FROM A MEMBER TO THE PIONEER.

/7

Service

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610
teschservice@mediacombb.net
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GUARDIAN ENERGY

AMERICAN MADE, FARMER OWNED
www.guardiannrg.com

@ATH@LI@ HA‘U@HT%%@

Friday, June 11th

Church, Nativity Hall
Tickets at door

l1am-1pm
at Sacred Heart

$10.00

Come & enjoy freshly made
salads, rolls, & a cookie!
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CONGRATS =

WASECA &
GRADUATES! =

Commencement - Sunday, June 7-1:30 p.m.
Waseca High School Gymn, Waseca, MN

Class Motto:
"Sometimes you will never know the value of a moment, until it becomes a
memory.” - Theodor Seuss Geisel (Dr. Seuss)

Class Representatives
Class Colors Class Flower

Blue & Gold Layla Keith, Allen Kopetzki, Paige Dufault, Andy Vasquez Yellow Rose

Eduardo
Alarcon-Ramirez +Brooklyn Anderson Amelia Ankerholz Brianna Avalos Hunter Barnes
+Slade Barnett Andrew Bartelt Brooke Bartelt Madalyn Benson +Natalie Berndt Liam Biddle
+Maximus
Bodenweiser Ryan Borneke Logan Britton +Ava Bruhn +Ella Bulfer Rylee Burt

+Denotes Minnesota Honor Society Member *Denotes 4.0 GPA or higher
Speakers at graduation - Sadie Schimming, Layla Keith, Paige Dufault

s

REINDGD

GUARDIAN ENERGY Wesoar MN =
(507) 835-8615 0 P @

Hours: o §

at-Sun....é.X.iwCIosPe’a (507) 835-9111 INC. (;D

""""" I info@iWealth4me.com g

AMERICAN MADE Ali and Willy Malecha are excited to continue to 213 15th Ave NE H408 Broadway St’ ALDEN’ MN .
bring you the excellent service you have come artland y M N, 56042 g

FARMER OWNED to expect at Dave’s Body Shop! Waseca MN 56093 507 845_21 00 507-874-3863 $
Serving Waseca and the surrounding ’ P ( ) §

www.guardiannrg.com areas for more than 30 years! e LD-AG.com 507-473-0345 s
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Commencement - Sunday, June 7-1:30 p.m.
Waseca High School Gymn, Waseca, MN

Victoria Calderon +Alexis Claybaugh Teagan Collier Madison Corder Jaida Curry Kelsey Draeger

+Paige Dufault Simon Eldeen Kaden Elias Dulce Reyes Frias Lily Frye Khloe Fuller
Arianna Garcia Kaden Garza Jayden Gehring Jude Gehring Jonathan Gransee Lauren Grant

Maddyn Gostomczik Destiney Gustafson Wyatt Hager Derek Hammer Dylan Hansen Aiden Harrison

Aaliyah Hayes Kody Hess Isabelle Hetchler +Hannah Heusinkveld Ethan Hiller Meraina Hiller

+Denotes Minnesota Honor Society Member *Denotes 4.0 GPA or higher

_ f A, , o
veeo! | (»4O’Brien
SEED? ®  TAX & ACCOUNTING
~—

200 2nd Street NE TYLER HUBER

R (507) 267-3962
Waseca, MN 56093 BECK’'S HYBRID DEALER Matt o Brien 1381 State St. S

';)"'( ((gg;; ggg;‘ggf (507) 461-3756 212 15th Avenue NE Ph: 507-201-3820 Waseca, MN
' corncountryseedco@gmail.com Suite 1040 Fax: 507-201-3822
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GCommencement - Sunday, June 7-1:30 p.m.

Waseca High School Gymn, Waseca, MN

Grayson Hiller +Sophia Hillsman Hollgﬁ:l-r:\liliran lan Hollinger Jenna Hudak Stevie Hunt

Trevin Jeddeloh Emmalee Jes Jordan Johnston Anders Jorgenson Nathan Kaiser Sullivan Kasl
+Haley Kahnke Tailyn Kaput +Layla Keith +Allen Kopetzki +Alyssa Kilmer Blake Langager

Samantha Langer +Madilyn Larrabee +*Jolee Larson Jacob Lawrence Kaylee Lawson Cyrett Long
Brissa Lopez Gabriella Maas +*Vivian Mader Jayden Mann +William Mansfield +Dakotah Marik

+Denotes Minnesota Honor Society Member *Denotes 4.0 GPA or higher

Service
321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610

teschservice@mediacomhbb.net

Lucia’s Cocina
Mobile Kitchen
&
Catering
661-331-4912

Waseca, MN and Surrounding Areas

KRAUSE
FEEDS & SUPPLIES

9352 SW 37th Ave,
Hope, MN, 56046

(507) 451-3043
kfshope@outlook.com
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GCommencement - Sunday, June 7-1:30 p.m.

Waseca High School Gymn, Waseca, MN

Madisyn McClune

+*Corrick Medina

Connor Miller

Riley Mitchell

+Mia Mitchell

Boedy Mokoff

Korbin Mulcahey

+Remy Murphy

+*Pearl Moore

Madison Rasche

Logan Reger

+Catherine Olson

Julius Oviedo

Deven Parpart

Kaden Peirce

Henry Porter

Luis Rivera-Arett

Jude Robinson

Jett Rohl

+Chloe Roemhildt

+Madison Roessler

Jacob Root

Bryghton Rugger

Deron Russell

Rosalyn Sanchez

Lillianna Sanchez

Miguel Sandoval

Paola Sandoval-
Pliego

Jaiden Schafer

+*Sadie Schimming

+Denotes Minnesota Honor Society Member *Denotes 4.0 GPA or higher

Commercial, agricultural and personal banking

102 South Main St
Waldorf, MN 56091
PH: (507) 239-2166
FX: (507) 2392249

WALDORF

T: 507.835.7080
C: 507.521.1360
F: 507.835.7082

203 2nd St NE
Waseca, MN 56093

kevin.x.walter@ampf.com

Ameriprise %

Financial

Kevin W. Walter, CRPC®

Financial Advisor

ameripriseadvisors.com/kevin.x.walter

An Ameriprise Financial franchise

Your Trusted

Local Law

Ofhces for
Over 50

Years
PATTON, HOVERSTEN
& BERG, PA

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
www.phblawoffice.com

#(| in the Vforld
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BLAIN NELSON
Owner/Realtor

(507) 837-9851

o call or text
BlainNelson1@gmail.com
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Commencement - Sunday, June 7 - 1:30 p.m.
Waseca High School Gymn, Waseca, MN

Wyatt Schroeder Joseph Schumacher Lucas Selthun Amin Sharif Kaleigh Skinner Roman Siler
+Kaiya Stagman Zane Staloch Hannah Teague Jada Thomez Brady Tlougan Diego Toapanta
Dehaeli Tovar +*Andres Vasquez Matthew Veroeven Joan Victorino Jasmyn Villafuere +Ellery Waldron
Audrianna
Caden Wambeke +Avery Wetzel Ryann Williams Willingham +Caleb Wulf Emma Yokiel

Class Representatives

Class Colors
Blue & Gold  Layla Keith, Allen Kopetzki, Paige Dufault, Andy Vasquez

Class Flower
Yellow Rose

Not pictured but graduating: Jayden Allen, Alejandro Martin Calderon, Ostin

Pina Enriquez and Logan Raymond Ferris

Special thanks to the many advertisers and business who sponsored

this special graduation edition and next week’s.

&, Rick’s Appliance
V)

ricksappliancewaseca .com

Sales & Service
507-461-9615 LUTCF, FICF, FIC

® Sueed Gueen Financial Associate 810 N. State St.
) Whirinnni" 201 2nd St NE Waseca, MN 56093 oper since 1972
e ' (507) 835-3790

Waseca, MN 56093 220 Elm Ave East, Waseca, MN 56093

o G & wasecafloralcom 33
() rickmorris982@gmail.com  Sun...ccuwwcvusn Closed

507-571-3130 - MYBANKFM.COM
405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN 3 & 700 State St S * 507-833-9935

DIANE BECKMANN

We assist people with disabilities &
mental health in moving forward in life.
Angela Wilson
Director of Program Services
507-995-9323
aleeservices@yahoo.com
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Tourney run ends for baseball Bluejays

As disappointing as the start of
the season was for the Waseca High
School baseball team, the end may
have made up for it.

The Bluejays, who won just two
of their first 10 games, engineered a
second-half surge that saw them fin-
ish 9-14 for the season and make a
respectable showing in the Section
2AA tournament.

Both runs ended Saturday with a
tough 12-5 loss to Tri-City United in
a section elimination game at
Waterville.

"We just about made it to Tuesday
for another game, or more," said
Bluejays assistant coach Tink
Larson. "We had them until the bot-
tom of the sixth."

That's when the bottom caved in
for the Jays, who watched as the

Titans batted around the order while
plating eight runs.

Adding to the Bluejays' frustra-
tion was the fact they left 15
baserunners stranded on the day.

Avery Wetzel was the lone
Bluejay with a multi-hit game,
going 2-for-3 with an RBI. Kaden
Garza also drove in a run with a hit.
Owen Honstad had two RBIs. Tyson
Reger doubled and drove in a run.
Kellen Klinger, Hayden Stencel,
Kallen Glynn and Kamerin Ferch
added one hit apiece.

Stencel started on the mound and
pitched 2 2/3 innings, giving up two
earned runs on four hits. Cash Lynch
went the next 2 2/3 frames and took
the loss; he allowed three earned
runs on two hits. Reger also pitched
in relief.

TCU, seeded the section, outhit
eighth-seeded Waseca 10-8 and had
one defensive error to Waseca's two.

"We were a pretty good team the
second half of the season after strug-
gling in the first half," said Larson.
"It was fun to watch us play during
the second half because our pitching
and defense were both pretty good,
so we kept most teams from scoring
very many runs."

The Bluejays reached the TCU
game with a 2-1 victory in the elim-
ination round at fifth-seeded Sibley
East Thursday.

"It was a very nice win for the
Bluejays," said Larson.

Honstad started on the mound and
was in control over six innings, sur-
rendering one earned run on four
hits, striking out five and walking

two. Reger struck out two in an
inning of relief.

Klinger and Wetzel each had a hit
and scored a run. Schaefer, Glynn
and Riley Mitchell had one hit
apiece.

Each team had two errors defen-
sively.

"We didn’t get a lot of hits, but we
got two of our five hits in the fourth
inning and took advantage of a cou-
ple defensive miscues by Sibley
East to score two runs that inning,"
said Larson. "Kamerin Mitchell had
a nice game defensively at short-
stop. Owen Honstad went six strong
innings on the mound."

The Bluejays, who opened section
play with a 3-1 win over Minnesota
Valley Lutheran, dropped into the
elimination bracket after a 4-0

defeat at top-seeded Cannon Falls
last Tuesday.

"It was a pretty good game," said
Larson. "We played well, but had
only one hit against an outstanding
pitcher. Hayden Stencel pitched
very well for us, too, as it was a 1-0
game until their final at-bat.

The Bluejays had runners on base
in only two innings, on second and
third, but both times had a chance to
take the lead as it was still a 1-0
game.

The Bluejays graduate seniors
Reger, Wetzel, Garza, Mitchell,
Schaefer, Hunter Barnes and Julius
Oviedo.

3 section
Crowns,
2 school

records

WHS tracksters
shine at section

The season's not quite finished yet
for Tovin Grannis and several other
Waseca High School track and field
athletes.

There's a little matter called the
state meet to take care of.

Grannis, a junior, had a highlight-
filled Saturday in the Section 1AA
meet at Faribault, finishing first in
two events while anchoring a first-
place relay. He clocked 38.86 sec-
onds, setting a new school record
while winning the 300-meter inter-
mediate hurdles. He cleared 6 feet, 2
inches for first in the high jump.

But he wasn't done there.

In the final event of the evening,
Sunny Mei, Malachi Noble, Brady
Tlougan and Grannis combined to
win the 4x400 with a time of
3:24.72.

The other Bluejay boy to qualify
for state did so Thursday, when
senior William Mansfield cleared
13-1 for second in the pole vault.

The top finish and only state-qual-
ifying performance for the WHS
girls was in the 4x800, where Stella
Omtvedt, Ellie Kopischke, Ava
VanDenHemel and Maren
Schimming took second in 9:56.48.
Only the first-place relay teams and
those meeting a qualifying time
advance to state.

Toby Jeske, a sophomore, missed
state by one place in the discus, tak-
ing third at 141-1.

Other WHS places: Mei, fifth,
400, 51.78; Landon Rutt, fourth,
1600, 4:44.69; 4x100 relay, fifth,

SECTION ACTION — Above, the Bluejays’ Tovin Grannis clears the high jump bar during Saturday’s Section 1AA meet at
Faribault. Grannis finished first in the event. Below, Toby Jeske competes in the discus.

43.62 (Jonah Worke, Jordan
Johnston, Aiden Kath, Tlougan);
Omtvedt, seventh, 800, 2:37.52;
Owen Rupe, seventh, high jump, 5-
8; Landen Madsen, seventh, discus,
133-1; Kopischke, eighth, 400,
1:03.79; Jett Rohl, eighth, 200,
23.15; 4x400, eighth, 4:27.10
(Omtvedt, Kopischke, Reese
Rodriguez, Schimming); Rodriguez,
ninth, 200, 27.39; 4x200, ninth,
1:35.86 (Jett Rohl, Sam Selthun,
Jaxton Rohl, Edwin Aragon-Rivas).

The state meet is Thursday
through Saturday at St. Michael-
Albertville High School.

"The section meet went really
well," said WHS coach David Abel.
"We had some kids move to finals
that were unexpected, so that was a
nice surprise. Most everything went
as expected. We were hoping the
boys' 4x100 could run the (state-
qualifying) standard, but we came
up a little short. I feel for the seniors
in that group, but we did run a sea-
son-best time, so that is something
to be proud of. Overall, it was a

good section meet."

For some of the Bluejays, it was
better than just good.

"As far as the state qualifiers go,
we really had some fantastic perfor-
mances," said Abel. "Tovin's 300
races were just spectacular. He real-
ly bought into the race strategy, and
it paid off. Will didn't have his best
day, but got the job done. I am con-
fident he will have a good state

meet."

The girls' 4x800 was, according to
Abel, the surprise of the day.

"Coach (Grant) Popp had said that
he thought we had a chance to push
for second. The girls ran their race
and hit their target times and we got
it done," said Abel. "It was so fun to
watch. The boys' 4x400 relay team
came in untested and also bought
into what the coaching staff was

saying. Phenomenal race and super
fast time. It was a great way to end
the meet."

The Bluejays broke two school
records in the meet, by Grannis in
the 300 hurdles and the boys' 4x100
relay.

The state meet is June 4-6 at St.
Michael-Albertville High School.

NRHEG reaches section title game

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher/Editor

pitches, they are required to rest for three

24-hour periods.

three walks.

“We needed to win this game,” Fischer

For Hall of Fame coach Jeff Reese,
retired except for assisting with the
NRHEG baseball team, it was a top-five
game all time.

“Let the magic carpet ride continue,”
Reese said after the Panthers completed
their run to the Section 1A finals with a
thrilling 5-4 victory over Southland on
Saturday at Austin’s Riverland College.

“In 40 years, you see a lot,” Reese said.
“This one is in the top five.”

The Panthers continued their playoff
success, blanking Lewiston-Altura 6-0,
setting up a memorable rematch with
Southland, who defeated the Panthers 6-5
in the winner’s bracket earlier in the week.

A pitcher’s duel for most of the game set
up the nail-biter.

The Panthers went up 2-0 in the second
inning after they loaded the bases and
scored via a single and sacrifice fly.

Pitcher Owen Wayne allowed only one
hit and no runs in five innings of work,
which did not come consecutively.

The Panthers plated three in their half of
the fifth, before pulling Wayne, who had
74 pitches and would be eligible to pitch
in Tuesday's game due to the required rest
days. Once a pitcher throws more than 75

Brooks Gilliland threw two-plus innings
in relief, allowing four-runs.

After the first four batters reached in the
seventh and two-runs were scored via a
double to the left field fence, NRHEG
coach Marcus Fischer made the decision
to re-enter the senior, Wayne, to try and
save the Panthers season.

He did just that.

The first batter he saw hit a ground ball
to third base, which was smothered; there
was no play at first.

With the bases full and no outs, the next
batter grounded to first baseman Brooks
Gilliland, who made the play, throwing
home for the force out.

The next batter lined out to the drawn-
in-infield, to second baseman Calvin
Nissen.

Fittingly, the final batter of the game
grounded out to Wayne who tossed to fel-
low senior catcher Wyatt Larson for the
final out.

Panther hits went to Wayne, Dakota
Schlaak, A.J. Deen and Nissen. Brooke
Gilliland drove in two runs, Dakota
Schlaak one.

The final pitching line for Wayne was
five innings, no runs, eight strikeouts and

said after the game. “I had it in the back of
my mind the entire time that we might
need to bring Owen back in to finish it. I
knew he was the guy to put in.”

During the mound visit in the seventh,
Brooks Gilliland told Coach Fischer to put
Wayne back in the game.

““We gotta win,” Brooks told us on the
mound,” Wayne said after the game. “I
was all for it. I knew I was the guy for the
job.”

In the Panthers’ previous game against
No. 4 seed Lewiston-Altura, Mack
Gilliland pitched six scoreless innings,
fanning four and walking none. He also
led the Panthers offensively with two hits,
including a double. Sean Lassahn hit a
home run in his return from a hamstring
injury that sidelined him the previous
game. Wayna, Wakota Schlaak, Brooks
Gilliand and Brock Holland also hit safely.

The top-seeded Panthers would need to
beat No. 2 seed JWP twice Tuesday in
order to advance to state.

The state tournament is June 11, 12 and
15 at various locations, with champi-
onship games to be played at Target Field
in Minneapolis.

coach Jeff Reese cheers on the Panthers dur-

ing their section semifinal victory over
Southland Saturday at Riverland Community
College in Austin. Photo by Eli Lutgens

Braves
get on
track

Reger’s return
sparks wins
over Austin,
Cleveland

It was only a matter of time
for the Waseca Braves.

The time was last Friday.
And Sunday.

The Braves broke out of an
early-season slump with a 15-
5, seven-inning victory at
Cleveland. It was the second
straight win after an 0-3 start
for Waseca's amateur baseball
team.

"It ended up in a blowout,
but it was a little hairy earlier
in the game when the score
was 6-5 and Cleveland had the
bases loaded with no outs,"
said Braves coach Tink
Larson.

But the Braves broke it open
with a 14-hit attack led by
Cody Huirias and Keato
Roeker. Huiras, a first-year
Brave, went 3-for-4 with three
RBIs and two runs, Roeker 3-
for-5 with two runs.

Jimmy Loonan drove in
four runs while going 2-for-5.
Tyson Reger was also 2-for-5.
Adding one hit each were
Kelvin Nelson, Payton Garza,
Kyle Waugh and Ryan
Hanson. Ben Schoenrock had
an RBI.

Reger was the starting and
winning pitcher, striking out
14 while allowing two earned
runs through six innings.
Hanson pitched an inning of
scoreless relief.

The Braves, who had four
fielding errors to the Spiders'
three, stranded eight baserun-
ners. Cleveland left 12 on
base.

"It was nice to have Tyson
Reger back on the mound for
us," said Larson. "We had 14
hits, so that was nice to see."

The Braves staged a
remarkable comeback at
Austin Friday night, rallying
from an 8-0 first-inning deficit
to win 12-11.

"I remember games where
we were down eight runs and
came back to win, but I don’t
remember ever coming back
to win when down eight runs
in the first inning," said
Larson.

All eight Austin runs were
unearned in the first inning.

"After that our pitchers lim-
ited Austin to three runs on
five hits," said Larson.

Austin also helped the
Braves, giving up six
unearned runs in the fourth on
just one hit, a fly ball that was
lost in the twilight sky. Austin
had an error gave up seven
walks in the inning.

Garza's two-run double in
the ninth tied the score and he
scored the winning run on a

wild pitch.
Zach Hoehn, the fourth
pitcher used by Waseca,

picked up the win.

In his first game of the sea-
son for the Braves, Reger had
a great outing at the plate,
going 3-for-3 with a double
and two runs. He also drew
three walks.

Garza was 2-for-5 with with
two doubles and three RBIs.
Nelson, Waugh, Hoehn and
Hanson had one hit each.
Nelson drove in three runs,
Hanson two.

The Braves survived seven
fielding errors.

Waugh prevented Austin
from scoring more runs with
three great catches in center
field.

The Braves' home opener is
Sunday at 5 p.m. against
Janesville. The Waseca VFW
plays a doubleheader earlier in

the day.

The Braves are at Lake
Crystal June 10 and at
Faribault June 12 before

returning to Waseca's Larson
Field to face Waterville June
14 at 2.
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For the Bulldogs,

another great day

JWP/WEM advances 12 athletes
to state track and field meet

The Section 2A meet went pretty
much the way the whole season has
gone for the JWP/WEM track and
field teams.

For the Bulldogs, it was a very
good day. Again.

The Bulldogs advanced people to
state in seven events while the boys
finished third and the girls fourth
among 24 teams Saturday at JWP
High School in Janesville.

"It's an incredible accomplish-
ment," said JWP coach Sam
Schruin. "Even more exciting, we
are sending 12 athletes to the state
meet!"

Gavin Atherton advanced to state
in two events while taking gold in
both, clocking 22.51 seconds in the
200-meter dash and 48.88 in the
400, good for a new section record.

Also reaching state was Grady
Grohman, who finished second in
the shot put at 50 feet, 11.5 inches.

The 4x400 relay also advanced,
taking second but qualifying by state
standard with a time of 3:32.9. It
included Daulton Bauer, Wyatt Jans,
Tyson Kronbach and Gavin
Weedman.

The JWP/WEM girls advanced to
state while winning three relays.
Katelyn Olson, Ashlynn Wollff,
Nevaech Weimert and Addison
clocked 49.71 in the 4x100. Olson,
Wolff, Weimert and Rachel Mielke
ran the 4x200 in 1:43.92. MaKaela
Westphal, Weimert, Mielke and
Wolff won the 4x400 in 4:00.65.

"It's an incredi-
ble accomplish-

ment.”
— JWP/WEM coach
Sam Schruin

Mielke made state with a first-
place finish in the 300, which she
won in 46.57, and Condon advanced
with a leap of 17-2 in the long jump,
good for second place.

Placing but not advancing to state:
4x100 relay, third, 45.57 (James
Morgan, Weedman, Kronbach,
Ethan Einertson); Weedman, third,
triple jump, 41-7 and sixth, long
jump, 20-2.25; Alese Wolff, fourth,
long jump, 16-8; Condon, fourth,
triple jump, 34-9; Jans, fifth, 800,
2:07.03; Grohman, fifth, discus,
141-10; Trey Richards, sixth, pole
vault, 12-4; Aiden Gruber, sixth,
high jump, 5-10; Einertson, seventh,
200, 23.93; 4x800, seventh,
11:04.24 (Victoria Appel, Norah
Welvaert, Alese Wolff, Kwynn
Krause); Bauer, eighth, triple jump,
38-7; Jacelynn Mulder, eighth, 300
hurdles, 50.77; Ashlynn Wolff,
eighth, high jump, 4-9; Sarah
Bulman, ninth, pole vault, 8-2;
Lydia Bjortmont, ninth, high jump,
4-9.

"Congratulations to  Gavin
Atherton, Daulton Bauer, Grady

STATE QUALIFIERS — JWP/WEM’s Gavin Atherton, left, and Grady Grohman were among 12 Bulldogs to punch their ticket to
state in Saturday’s Section 2A meet at Janesville. Atherton advanced in two events and set a section record.

Grohman, Wyatt Jans, Tyson
Kronbach, Gavin Weedman, Rachel
Mielke, Katelyn Olson, Ashlynn
Wolff, Nevaeh Weimert, Addison
Condon, and MaKaela Westphal!"
said Schruin. "The job isn’t finished
yet, and we can’t wait to see what
you accomplish at state. We are
proud of all our athletes who com-
peted today. Everyone worked

incredibly hard and performed
exceptionally well. Despite the heat
and wind, we had personal records
broken and relay performances that
surpassed previous WEM and/or
JWP school records. The joint team
record book continues to be rewrit-
ten this season! A special thank you
to senior Kwynn Krause for an out-
standing track and field career with

the Bulldogs. Your leadership, dedi-
cation, and success have left a last-
ing impact on our program. We are
excited that you will continue your
running career with the University
of Wisconsin Superior
Yellowjackets. We would also like
to thank everyone who helped host
our fifth and final home meet of the
season. Your efforts made the event

run smoothly and successfully. A
special shoutout goes to Mike
Daschner and our custodial staff for
keeping the facilities looking great.
Jeremy Erler and Nicci Malecha
were also instrumental in making
the meet a success."

The state meet is Thursday
through Saturday at St. Michael-
Albertville High School.

Bulldogs
battle to
section
title game

“That was so much fun,” JWP
sophomore pitcher Ayden Peterson
said after the Bulldogs took down
Southland 4-3 Saturday in the
Section 1A baseball semifinals at
Riverland Community College in
Austin.

“We kept on battling,” JWP coach
Corey Jewison said after the game.
“Our defense played exceptionally
well. Ayden Peterson pitched a great
game. Chase (Gerdts) came in and
(closed it out) and threw strikes.
None of our guys got rattled.”

The Bulldogs jumped out early,
scoring the first four runs of the
game over five innings. One came in
the second on a Blayne Wandrie sin-
gle, scoring Seth Dahlberg; another
in the third a Gavin Bauer fielder's
choice plating Peterson; and two
more in the fourth when Quast and
Blake Bure scored.

Southland left two runs on the
board courtesy of two excellent
defensive assists by shortstop Jaxon

A BIG WIN FOR THE BULLDOGS — At left, members of the JWP baseball team gather after their 4-3 victory over Southland in the Section 1A semifinals Saturday
at Austin. At right, Bulldogs catcher Seth Dahlberg prepares to put the tag on a Southland baserunner trying to score. It was one of two runs cut down at the plate
for the Bulldogs, who also got a strong pitching performance from Ayden Peterson.

“"We've been working at it for a long
fime. It means a lot fo be able to go
out there and get the wins.”

— JWP sophomore Ayden Peterson

Wolff in the third and left fielder
Quast when he gunned down a run-
ner in the fifth.

The Rebels stranded two runners

in the final frame. Peterson got the
pitching win, going 4 2/3 innings,
allowing three earned runs on five
hits, with five strikeouts and three

walks. Gerdts threw 2 1/3 innings of
scoreless relief, striking out two and
giving up two hits.

The Bulldogs backed their pitch-
ers with errorless defense.

The Bulldogs had five hits, two
by Gerdts and one apiece from
Quast, Dahlberg and Wandrie.
Peterson walked twice and scored.

"It was such an exciting game,"
said Jewison. "These boys played so
well. We had so many amazing
defensive plays: Caleb Quast with
an acrobatic catch in the outfield;

Caleb also threw a guy out at home.
Blake Bure had a great backhand
that had a last second bounce and he
got the guy out. Jaxon Wolff made
an incredible throw out at home.
Blayne Wandrie had a very good
backhand towards the end of the
game. Our defense continues to pre-
vail and our continuous effort of
fighting the entire game."

"This is a lot of fun," said
Peterson. "We've been working at it
for a long time. Coach Cory has had
us at morning hitting since seventh

Photos by Eli Lutgens

grade. He and the entire coaching
staff have been there for us. It means
a lot to be able to go out here and get
the wins."

Saturday's win advanced the sec-
ond-seeded Bulldogs to the Section
1A championship played Tuesday,
June 2. If they can win one of two
games against top-seeded NRHEG,
the Bulldogs advance to state.

The state tournament is June 11,
12 and 15 at various locations, with
championship games to be played at
Target Field in Minneapolis.

Season ends for NRHEG tracksters

The NRHEG High School track
and field teams competed in the
Section 2A meet at Janesville last
Saturday.

Unfortunately for the Panthers,
none of their entries advanced to
state.

Kasey Jewison captured the top
place for the NRHEG boys, finish-

ing seventh in the 3200-meter run
with a personal-best time of
10:59.55. Senior Quen Meyering
placed ninth in the 200 and 11th in
the 100. Noah Weller threw a per-
sonal-best 127 feet, 7 inches to fin-
ish ninth in the discus. Gavin
Lewison was 10th in the triple jump
at 36-8.5. Wyatt Tuttle, Brendan

Schlaak, Lewison and Meyering
teamed for 10th in the 4x200 relay.

Senior Gabby Schlaak led the
NRHEG girls, finishing fifth in the
100 hurdles in 17.35 seconds and
fifth in the high jump at 4-11.
Julieann Wobbrock placed in both
distance events, taking ninth in the
1600 in 5:54.05 and ninth in the

3200 in 13:40.65. Ellie Clark
clocked a personal best 50.94 for
10th in the 300 hurdles.

It marked the end of the season
for the Panthers.

"I am proud of the kids and their
efforts this season," said NRHEG
co-head coach Larry Nydegger.

Bluejays’ Braiden Nelson

The Waseca High School boys'
and girls' golf teams traveled to New
Prague last week for the section
individual tournament.

The Bluejays had one player,
Braiden Nelson, make the cut for
day two of the tournament. He shot
80 for 18 holes on Tuesday.

T.J. Corcoran, a sophomore, nar-

rowly missed the cut by just three
strokes with an 83, one of his best
rounds to date.

No WHS girls advanced, though
there were some noteworthy perfor-
mances despite sweltering heat on
Wednesday.

Elli Hoban broke 100 for the first
time in her career, missing the cut by

advances in

just three strokes with a 96. Maddie
Root shot 110, Tyler Stagman 112,
both great efforts according to coach
Bill Dwinells.

"Overall, we had a very produc-
tive season with improvement at
every level of the game and as a
team," said Dwinells. "We feel very
confident about building on these

section golf

things as we look forward to next
year. We will be cheering Braiden
Nelson on as he makes his attempt
to make it to the state tournament."

The second round of section was
Tuesday, June 4, after the Pioneer's
printing deadline.

Waseca's Henry Huttemier fin-
ished in fourth place at singles in
the Section 1A individual tennis
tournament.

Huttemier, a junior seeded No.
2, lost 6-4, 6-0 to senior Hudson
Zimmerman of Schaefer Academy
last Tuesday at the Rochester
Tennis Center.

In the

other  semifinal,

Huttemier finishes fourth

Rochester Lourdes' Evan Ruitter,
seeded No. 1, defeated fourth-
seeded Everett Engler 6-0, 6-1.

Huttemier fell to Engler 3-6, 6-
1, 6-3 in the third-place match.

Ritter defeated Zimmerman 6-4,
6-4 in the section finals.
Zimmerman beat Engler 6-1, 7-5
in the true second place match.

NRHEG High School's Reid
Sandry had a stellar round last
Tuesday in the section golf tourna-
ment.

Sandry, who shot an 86 for 18
holes, was one of three Panthers to
break 100. David Deen shot 93,
Braxton Arnold 95. Rounding out
the scoring for the Panthers were

NRHEG golfers advance

Blake Olson, 101; Chuck Tufte,
105; and Shan Hansen, 111.

Sandry’s showing advanced
him to the second round of section
play this week.

Advancing for the NRHEG
girls were Alexis Olson and
Hailey Staska.
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25 years ago

- The Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton Junior High golf team re-
mained perfect for the year by edging St. Clair 163 to 165 at Ter-
race View Golf Course in Mankato May 1. The Bulldogs have won
both of their starts and are 3-0 overall. Dan Sprengeler led JWP
and earned medalist honors for the meet by shooting a non-over-
par 36. Kevin Pommier fired a 39 to finish in fourth place, while
Lance Meyer and Cory Schroeder tied for fifth place with 44s.
Tanner Barbknecht and Greg Holmes tied for eighth place by
shooting 47s and John Hartfiel carded a 53 to place 13th.

- Junior Girls, front row from left: Jenny Gillette, Tiffany
Goodnough, Ann Ewald, NIkki Westphal, Courtney Morehead
and Maria Schultz. Second row: Julla Ulmen, Lisa Finch,
Terra Borchardt, Brenda Trahms and Jena Yentsch. Third
row: Bridget Kester, Katie Linde, Katie Jorgenson, Brenda
Hilles and Jody Ewert. Back row: Tenh Sylvars, Jenny Page,
LeAnne Finch, Heather Schnept and Keill Christianson.

- Nick Zell has been awarded a $1,000 Academic Scholarship
for the 2001-2002 academic year at Minnesota State University,
Mankato. Zell will graduate from Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton
High School in June, 2001. He is the son of Lonny and Darla Zell
of Janesville. Minnesota State University, Mankato offers 72 grad-
uate programs, the largest number offered in the MnSCU system.
In addition, MSU offers 101 undergraduate programs.

50 years ago

- A daughter, Traci Lynn was born to Mr. and Mrs. Michael
Youngerberg, Route three, Janesville, on Friday, April 23, at St.
Joseph’s Hospital in Mankato. She joins a two-year-old sister,
Kristin Lee. Maternal grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. William
Schroeder, Route four, Mankato. The paternal grandparents are
Mr. and Mrs. Reuben Youngerberg, Route three, Janesville.

- Robert F. Dumbeck, son of Floyd Dumbeck, Janesville, has
been elected mayor of Elgin, Texas. A Janesville High School
graduate, Mr. Dumbeck is the owner of R.F.D. Instrument Com-
pany, Elgin. The firm manufacturers pollution control equipment.
Mr. Dumbeck is the brother of Mesdames Ferman Shaw, Faribault;
Melvin Goltz, and Harlan Klankowski, Janesville.

- Sixth graders, under the able supervision of Gary VonHoltum,
assisted at the Recycling Center last Saturday. Hustling the cans
and bottles were Bob Coonrod, John Donahue, Jon Abraham, Ann
Gessner and Doreen Mulcahey. We are looking forward to work-
ing with the Boy Scouts next Saturday. ONE HUNDRED ONLY
gallon size plastic Hilex bottles are needed for the swimming area
in the park. We would accept this amount only at the Recycling
Center.

75 years ago

- On Friday evening at 8 o’clock the Janesville high school glee
club and band, under the direction of Milton Grein, will entertain
the public in a spring concert at the high school. Besides group
numbers by the glee club and selections by the band there will also
be vocal and instrumental solos. A small entrance fee will be
charged and the proceeds will go for the support of these two mu-
sical groups for the purchase of new and additional music.

- Fisherman of Janesville and vicinity will be pleased to learn
that a “goodly number” of fingerling northern pike were released
into Lake Elysian last Sunday. Billie Schafer, spokesman for the
Janesville Sportsmen’s Club who was instrumental in obtaining
these game fish for stocking, was reluctant to say just how many
of the pike were released by men from the state Game and Fish
Hatchery at St. Peter.

- Jo Stepan has come up with a novel idea which he hopes will
enable hom to help less fortunate persons overseas. This Saturday,
he is offering fifty cents trade in on any pair of old shoes if the
person trading in the shoes buys a new pair. He will then fix up
the old pairs and send them off to Europe to help shoe the bare-
footed urchins and old people that are suffering for want of foot-
wear. No matter how hot the weather this Saturday, the sidewalk
in front of Joe’s Shoe store will be cool because for the second
year he will display a pair of shoes frozen into a cake of ice. Like
last year the lucky person who guesses how long it will take the
ice to melt will win a free pair of shoes.

100 years ago

- The backyard farmer is on the eye of his annual plunge into
the pursuit of agriculture. He is ready to attach the soil with a new
array of instruments and a plentiful supply of seeds and he regret
the area of attack isn’t larger. The latter end of April and the firs
half of May is the proud season for the backyard farmer. After that
period he turns the job over to his wife.-Belle Plaine Herald.

- Tickets to a recent University of Minnesota social function are
declared to have cost student-buyers $15. So it seems that its not
useful education but society prestige that costs Steele county par-
ents so much to send their children to the university. Perhaps, with
a view to the future, the board of regents or some authoritative
body might find some way of forbidding so called “society events”
that cost students more for a scant evening of pleasure than they
will be able to make in a week after then have secure their sheep-
skins. -Owatonna Journal-Chronicle.

- Judge Haycraft was criticized some what when he sent Willard
Jacks, the actor man, who stole some clothes from his fellow ac-
tors at Fairmount recently, to Still water for a term not to exceed
ten years. Jacks claimed it his first offense and the sob sisters
thought the judge was hard on him. Since that time the judge has
investigated Jacks and found that he served time in Nevada a
number of years ago for a similar offense. All the crying and plead-
ing that Jacks did at the time he was sentenced was put on. -Tru-
man Tribune.

Waseca

25 years ago

- These are the Weseca High School seniors who were honored as
part of the 50th annual Student Honors Banquet sponsored by the
Waseca Lions Club and Waseca High School. They are (front row, from
left): Jessica Dehn, Abby Kelling, Heather Treat, Marie Mulcahey,
Kristi Petersen, Nicole Benson, Jenny Yess, Wendy Schroeder, Kristi
Schons and Josey Meurer. Back row: Amanda Ziemke, Karen Prechel,
Josh Stenzel, Joe Stenzel, Andy Guse, Andy Johnson, Cassie Hoveisrud,
Katie Miller, Nicole Frederick, Katherine Gulbrandson, Audra Ross,
Jene'e Lanckmann, and Leah Hows.

- A second Casey’s General Store was approved by a 6-1 vote by the
Waseca City Council, with Al Rose the dissenting vote. Casey’s plans to
build on the corner of 6th Ave. SW and So. State St. An alley adjacent to
the property was vacated by the city to expand the green space between the
store and the property to the south. The building will be constructed of brick
on three sides with a metal back. Asked why the city would allow another
gas/convenience store in the south end of town, Mayor Tom Hagen said,
“it is not the city’s role to decide what makes economic sense.”

- Waseca High School Graduation Ceremony: Sunday, June 3, 2001
at 1:30 p.m. at the Waseca High School Gym. Class size is 175. Colors
are Blue and Gold. Class motto: “The hardest years, the wildest years,
the desperate and dividing years; These shall not be forgotten years.”
Honorary escorts are Chuck Ayres and Cheryl Hanson. Ceremony
Music is “Leave You With a Smile” — Montimallow and “Your Heart
Will Lead You Home” — Sherman. Speakers are Sarah Korb, Jeff
Mosser and Britt Oraskovich. Class Officers are President Sarah Jew-
ison, Vice President Jake Bjerke, Secretary/Treasurer Britt Oraskovich
and Representative Nikki Benson. The top five students in alphabetical
order are Crystal Bye, Sarah Korb, Katie Miller, Doug Nelson and Britt
Oraskovich.

50 years ago

- Two Wasecans were injured in two separate incidents Thursday night,
one a car-pedestrian accident at the intersection of State Street and Elm Ave.
and the second a bicycle accident at the intersection of 7th Ave. and 4th. St.
SE. Involved in the car-pedestrian mishap was L.W. Fell, R. 2, Waseca.
Bathke was taken by Seewald Ambulance to the Waseca Area Memorial
Hospital where he was treated, then admitted for observation. This mishap
occurred about 9:35 p.m. Fell was not injured. Also treated for injuries at
the Waseca Area Memorial Hospital was Morgen Behsman, 15, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Ted Matz, 411 7th Ave. and 4th. St. SE when he apparently lost
control and fell off. He apparently cut his head, hurt his shoulder and sus-
tained other bruises and cuts. He was taken by Seewald Ambulance to the
Waseca Area Memorial Hospital and was treated, then released.

- Most of Waseca will be shutting down next Monday in observance of
Memorial Day. No mail will be delivered, city and county offices will be
closed, the library will not be open, and even the Journal will not be pub-
lished. Publication will resume on Tuesday. However, that doesn’t mean
the town will be dead on Monday. The annual parade and program at the
courthouse begins at 9 a.m. and this year, a special program, the dedication
of Memorial Park will follow at 10 a.m. on the east edge of town.

- The First State Bank made it four in a row with a smashing 16-6 victory
over Rose’s Bar. The Bankers record now stands at 4-2. Taking a 7-0 lead
after two innings behind the two home runs by Rich Grotberg, the Round
Bank plugged for six more runs in the last two innings to win easily. Roger
Supalla had a near perfect night going 3-4. Brad Ewest, Don Wobschall,
Tuffy Christensen and Tom Goetz each added two hits apiece for the
winners. First State meets Depot Liquor next Tuesday at 9:00 p.m. at the
fairgrounds field.

75 years ago

- Friday, May 4, is Dollar Day in Waseca and most Waseca merchants
have joined the parade of values presented on that day. THe Dollar Day is
sponsored by the Waseca Chamber of Commerce as an event in which the
dollar will buy a great deal more than usual. This edition of the Herald con-
tains many display ads calling attention to the bargains being offered on
Dollar Day. Local merchants have cut prices to a level not seen for some
time and shoppers are certain to be in a position to make substantial savings
on items purchased Friday. The Herald urges all readers to check the ads
closely and to take advantage of the money saving values offered by your
hometown merchants. Dollar Day will convince shoppers that there is still
live in the google old American “one buck.”

- The Monday Study Club will hold the last meeting of the club year
1951-52 on Monday, May 7, at 2:30 p.m. at the home of Mrs. Fred Hager.
The topic, “Ten Commandments for the Homemakers,” will be given by
Miss Adaline McMartin. The club is observing the 47th year of its organi-
zation and short history of club activities through the years will be given at
the meeting. There will be the usual election of officers and a social hour.

100 years ago
- The probable origin of the term “Kitty” in a poker game is the old-fash-
ioned “kist” from which we get our modern word “chest.” A money box
was a kist, so came the pool in a poker game to be called the kist, then the
kit, and, finally, the kitty.

New Richland

25 years ago

- Selected New Richland-
Hartland-Ellendale-
Geneva 2001 Teacher of the
year Elizabeth Knudson is
happy to represent the dis-
trict. She has served as an
elementary instructor in
the local district for 16
years. Beth will be compet-
ing with other teachers of
the state for the honor of
Minnesota Teacher of the
Year, which will be an-
nounced in the fall.

- Mollie Holmes of Wal-
dorf was selected by Thomas
Madden American Legion
Post #587 Post Auxiliary as
their 2001 Girls State candi-
date. Mollie is attending Minnesota State University-Mankato
full-time under the Post Secondary enrollment options and plan-
ning a career in the medical field.

- Minnesota State University Mankato student Julie Fleming
has been named as the recipient of two scholarships from the
College of Education, Fleming of New Richland, was awarded
the $500 Jane Neubert scholarship, in addition to the $250 Ki-
wanis-Munsun scholarship for the 2001-2002 school year.

- The Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton girls softball defeated
Medford 19-3 and Alden-Conger 10-0 in Wednesday and Thurs-
day games last week.

50 years ago

- These three members of the Waldorf-Pemberton High
school band have been selected as participants in the Minne-
sota All-State Band, according to Jim Kopetzki, Waldorf-
Pemberton band instructor. They are from the left: Linda
Mensing, Kary Eichhorst and Noreen Pfeffer.

- Mr. and Mrs. Walter Kent of rural New Richland announces
the engagement of their daughter, Edna Jean to Kevin Burns of
rural Janesville. An August 21st wedding is being planned.

- Coastguardman Daryle B. Rudolph was recently promoted
to Chief Petty Officer at the Coast Guard Station, San Francisco,
California. Chief Rudolph is a former resident of New Richland
and is the son of Mr. and Mrs. H.J. Rudolph of Albert Lea.

75 years ago

- Miss Loraine Wenzel became the bride of Winston Evenson,
Wednesday, June 27, at a ceremony performed at St. Peters Lu-
theran church at 2:30 in the afternoon. Rev., Wm. F. Lehmann
read the double ring service. Mixed garden flowers decorated the
altar.

- Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Miller (Mildred Proehl) of Hartland, are
the proud parents of their third son, born in Waseca Memorial
hospital Monday, June 25, weighing eight and a half pounds. The
older Miller boys are Stuart and Eugene.

- You just can't expect to come off on top when your opponent
has the ability or good fortune to get 11 runs on four hits, espe-
cially when you are able to get only four hits yourself and make
them good for only one run. And that is exactly what happened
last Friday evening at Manchester when the New Richland Amer-
ican Legion team met up with the Manchester team.

([ www. heartlandhealthcare. nen

Ken Bentson, P.A. P:507-234-6161
303 East 1st St. E: HeartlandHC@bevcomm.net
LJanesviIIe, MN 56048 F: 507-234-6711 )

715 S State St,
Waseca, MN

(507) 835-8615

Hours:
Sat-Sun.......... Closed
M-F.......... 8 AM-5 PM

Ali and Willy Malecha are excited to continue to
bring you the excellent service you have come
to expect at Dave’s Body Shop!

Serving Waseca and the surrounding
areas for more than 30 years!
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SUMMIT
ON SECOND

Story Idea?

507-837-6767 APARTMENTS

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL
507-201-3474

Johnson We are accepting
APARTMENTS applications for:
507-456-9514

1 bedroom apartments
Income guidelines apply
Vouchers accepted

Operating in
Waseca, Steele,

SUBSCGRIBE

2 bedroom & 3 bedroom

Free born WASECA’S UNI-Y LUCAI—'—Y ent based on income
. OWNED & OPERATED rentbesed
Counties NEWSPAPER! _ _
johnsonrents.com $59 .. IN WASECA COUNTY /meess'ma"y managed by:
$69......... IN STATE OF MINNESOTA
§79. OUTSIDE STATE 4 BwTCQ}ER

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

WASECA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Notice is hereby given that the Waseca County Board of Commissioners will hold a public hearing at 9:30am
on Tuesday, June16, 2026, at the Waseca County East Annex (Commissioner’s Room), 300 N. State Street,
Waseca, MN 56093 to consider the following items:

A. Request for a Conditional Use Permit to create a pond closer than the required 75ft setback.
Taylor J. R. Erickson and Benjamin P. Doyle request a Conditional Use Permit to create a pond on
their common property line. The parcels (PID: 05.030.1110 and 05.030.1150) are in the
A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning district. The requested proposal is pursuant to the requirements
of Section 4.13(A)(2)(e)2 of the Waseca County UDC.

The staff reports and Board Memorandum on these items will be available at the Waseca County Planning
and Zoning Office, 300 N State St., Waseca during regular business hours 8-4:30, and will be on the county
website www.wasecacounty.gov at the agenda tab by June 12, 2026. Oral comments will be accepted at
the meeting. Upon request, accommodation will be provided to allow individuals with disabilities to
participate in all Waseca County services, programs and activities.

Tina G Wilson, Planning and Zoning Administrator

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUMMARY OF WASECA COUNTY UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE
SECTION 6.22 SO SHORELAND OVERLAY DISTRICT ORDINANCE No. 165

The WASECA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS adopted a newly revised Shoreland Overlay District
ordinance at the May 5, 2026, County Commissioners meeting. The ordinance was based off the
Minnesota Rules and Statutes and the Department of Natural Resources model Shoreland Overlay
ordinance.

SECTION 6.23 FO FLOODPLAIN OVERLAY DISTRICT ORDINANCE NO. 168

The WASECA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS adopted a newly revised floodplain ordinance at the
May 19, 2026, County Commissioners meeting. The ordinance was based off the Minnesota DNR model
floodplain ordinance, to satisfy the state and federal standards detailed in Minnesota Statutes, Chapter
103F; Minnesota Rules, parts 6120.5000 — 6120.6200; the rules and regulations of the National Flood
Insurance Program in 44 CFR 59 to 78. The ordinance provides the general regulations for development
in floodplains, as well as procedures guiding administrative responsibilities.

ARTICLE 7, ADMINISTRATION, FEES, VIOLATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT ORDINANCE NO. 167
Pertaining to SECTIONS 7.04, 7.05 and 7.06

The WASECA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS adopted a newly revised Article 7, Administration,
Fees, Violations and Enforcement Sections 7.04, 7.05 and 7.06 at the May 5, 2026, County
Commissioners meeting. This ordinance is a part of the Waseca County Unified Development Code.

These ordinances are in effect as of the date of this publication
A copy of these ordinances in their entirety are available for inspection at The Planning and Zoning

Office, 300 North State Street — Door 3, Waseca, MN 56093, Monday through Friday, between the
hours of 8:00am to 4:30pm.

SWEET SOMMERS VFW POST 1642 June 2026

5 MEAT Raffle

3 épm Bar Bingo | 4 7pm BINGO 5:30 6 QUEEN OF
H.orse racin HEARTS
6:30pm g DRAWING 5pm
D DAY
7 87 pm Post 9 10 6pm Bar 117pm BINGO | [ZMEATRaffle 43 queen oF
Bingo . q HEARTS
& AU.X. zgf)f“:a““g DRAWING 5pm
Meeting
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VETERANS DAY
14 ARMY 15 16 17 6pm Bar 18 7pm BINGO | 17 MEATRaffle 50 queen oF
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DAY
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SUN.—- MON. CLOSED

TUE.— 1pm to 11pm Tue. Is Lady’s nite 2 for one-Men Busch light $2.50 from 4 to 6pm.

WED.— SAT.-1pm to 11 pm

POST & AUX MEETING 7pm club open 6pm MEMBERS only. Mn. Gambling license number 00385

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID
WASECA COUNTY RE-USE FACILITY

Contractor's sealed proposals for the construction of Waseca County Re-use Facility will be received by
the Owner in accordance with the plans and specifications prepared by:

ARCHITECT
WIiDSETH
3777 40th Avenue NW, Suite 200
Rochester, MN 55901

SITE VISIT INFORMATION
Pre-Bid Meeting: Wednesday, June 17, 2026, at 10:00 AM (CST)
Location: 31080 State Hwy 13, Waseca, MN 56093

BID DATE INFORMATION: WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 2026

Bid Time: Wednesday, July 15, 2026 at 10:00 AM (CST)
Location: Online via QuestCDN vBid
Attn: Jim Kollar, Public Works Director
31080 State Hwy 13, Waseca, MN 56093

at which time they will be submitted electronically via QuestCDN - vBID. Bids will be received and
evaluated, the awarded by will be announced on July 21, 2026 during the County Board meeting.

Bids will be received for the following Prevailing Wage project:

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Expansion of County owned existing 1,150 s.f. wood framed storage facility
with new 1,135 s.f. addition. Building is for storage and resale of donated items. Existing building
currently has hazardous materials but is not classified as ‘H’ occupancy. New structure is wood framed
with insulated walls, roof and prefinished metal exterior materials.

Each bid must be accompanied with a cashier’s check, bid bond, U.S. Government Bonds (at par value)
or certified check equal to five percent (5%) of the amount of the proposal. Security is payable to the
Owner as a guarantee of prompt execution of the contract in accordance with the proposal and Contract
documents, along with furnishing Payment and Performance Bonds of One Hundred percent (100%) of
the bid amount acceptable to the Owner.

For a electronic bid submissions provide a scanned copy of your Security bond with your bid. Provide a
original copy to the Bid Recipient within five (5) days of bid due date.

This Bidder shall be required to execute the Agreement and obtain the Performance Bond, Labor and
Material, Payment Bond and Project Insurance within ten (10) calendar days from the date when Notice
of Award is delivered to the Bidder.

Complete digital project bidding documents are available at https://widseth.com. Click “Bid Documents”
in the top right corner of your screen or go to www.questcdn.com and enter the Quest project No.
10197520 on the website’s Project Search page. Please contact QuestCDN.com at (952) 233-1632 or
info@questcdn.com for assistance in free membership registration, downloading and working with this
digital project information. You may download the digital plan documents electronically for $25. An
additional fee of $45 will be charged to electronically bid the project. An optional paper set of project
documents is also available from CES Imaging for a nonrefundable price of $30 plus printing costs. If you
choose a paper copy you will get all addenda as paper copies and will be charged for the printing costs.
Please make your check payable to CES Imaging and send it to 1701 James Circle N, Brooklyn Center,
MN 55430. Please contact CES Imaging Repro Dept at (763) 560-9098 or (800) 831-8587 for pricing and
if you have any questions.

The successful bidder must be a “responsible contractor.” The term “responsible contractor” means a
contractor as defined in Minnesota Statutes Section 16C.285, subdivision 3. Any prime contractor,
subcontractor, or motor carrier that does not meet the minimum criteria or fails to comply with the
verification requirements is not a responsible contractor and is not eligible to be awarded a construction
contract for the project or to perform work on the project. A prime contractor, subcontractor, or motor
carrier that makes a false statement under oath verifying compliance with the minimum criteria will be
ineligible to be awarded a construction contract on the project and the submission of a false statement
may result in termination of a contract awarded to a prime contractor, subcontractor, or motor carrier that
submits the false statement. A prime contractor shall include in its verification of compliance a list of all
of its first-tier subcontractors that it intends to retain for work on the project. Before execution of a
construction contract, a prime contractor shall submit a supplemental verification under oath confirming
that all subcontractors and motor carriers that the prime contractor intends to use to perform project work
have verified to the prime contractor, through a signed statement under oath by an owner or officer, that
they meet the minimum criteria for a responsible contractor.

Bids may not be withdrawn within forty-five (45) days after the scheduled closing time for receiving bids
without consent of the Owner. The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids and rebid the project
until a satisfactory bid is received.

By: Jim Kollar, Public Works Director
Waseca County
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m Growth

from Page 3

possibility of real love. Confes-
sion brings healing and growth.

Jesus said in John 10:10 that
He came to bring abundant life.
In the Old Testament, God ex-
plained that His laws were given
"so that we might always prosper
and be kept alive." God's ways
are not arbitrary restrictions; they
are reality itself. Growth begins
when we stop treating obedience
as burdensome religion and start
seeing it as the path of life.

Second, we grow by learning
God's laws. Paul prayed in Phi-
lippians 1:9 for believers to grow
in "knowledge and depth of in-
sight."  Knowledge comes
through study, but insight comes
through experience and relation-
ships. None of us sees ourselves
clearly. David admitted in Psalm
19, "Who can discern his errors?
Forgive my hidden faults."

That is why growth requires
community. Everybody wants
community, but few are willing
to take the risks necessary for it.
Authentic Christian fellowship
requires honesty, vulnerability,
accountability, and grace. In
healthy Christian community,
everyone is a sinner, SO no one is
superior. Yet everyone is ac-
countable because all of us have
blind spots.

The early church described in
Acts 2 modeled this kind of life
together. Believers shared meals,
prayed together, confessed strug-
gles, and supported one another.
Their fellowship was so compel-
ling that people were drawn to
Christ daily.

Real life change rarely
happens in isolation. Worship
services are important, but deep
transformation usually occurs in
smaller circles of trusted rela-
tionships where people know
one another well enough to en-
courage and correct each other.

Third, we grow by discerning
the will of God through dis-
cipline. Proverbs says, "Do not
despise the Lord's discipline."
God often uses pain to redirect
our lives, correct our attitudes,
and develop maturity. Discipline
is not punishment; it is training.

Paul spoke of a "thorn in the
flesh" that God refused to re-
move. Whatever the thorn was, it
forced Paul to rely on God rather
than himself. God told him, "My
grace is sufficient for you, for
power is made perfect in weak-
ness."

Even disciplined people still
need correction from outside

themselves. God often works
through other people to expose
our blind spots. People who want
to grow take risks with trusted
friends. They confess embarras-
sing sins and admit painful strug-
gles. This is difficult because it
threatens pride and exposes
weakness, but healing cannot
happen without honesty.

In seminary, I participated in
support groups for hospital chap-
lains. One classmate failed badly
during a difficult moment with
grieving parents whose child had
died. Overwhelmed by fear, he
could not enter the room and
eventually walked away. Later,
he confessed his failure to the
group. His peers did not excuse
the behavior, but they supported
him while helping him face the
seriousness of what happened.
Through that process he grew,
and eventually became a hospice
chaplain serving dying children.

Growth happens when people
lovingly confront us with truth. I
once experienced this personally
when a group challenged my
own emotional detachment.
They noticed I could discuss
painful childhood experiences
without emotion. Someone asked
how I would feel if my own chil-
dren were treated the same way.
Suddenly I felt overwhelming
anger and grief. That moment
exposed how much pain I had
minimized and denied.

Receiving correction is diffi-
cult. It requires humility and
trust. It begins by admitting
problems honestly:

"I struggle with anger."

"I feel lonely."

"I battle lust."

"I'm depressed."

"I’m irresponsible."

The longer pain is ignored, the
worse it becomes. But when
struggles are confessed to trust-
worthy people, their power be-
gins to weaken. James 5:16 says,
"Confess your sins to each other
and pray for each other so that
you may be healed."

Confession also creates re-
sponsibility for the listener.
When someone reveals failure or
fear, they are placing enormous
trust in your hands. A harsh or
judgmental response can shut the
door to healing. But grace, truth,
and prayer can become instru-
ments of restoration.

Opening our hearts to others
may be one of the hardest things
we ever do. It takes courage to
admit weakness and risk rejec-
tion. Yet this vulnerability is
often the doorway to freedom,
healing, and spiritual growth.
Without the power of God, few
of us would choose this path. But
through His grace, all of us can.

Celebrating 20 years in the district for WEA Members are (from left) Hartley teacher Erica Hoff-
meister; JHHS special education teacher Anne Mitchell; JHHS math teacher and WEA president
Eric Teders; JHHS special education teacher LuAnn Ross; and JHHS social studies teacher
Brad Wendland. Not pictured: JHHS speech and language pathologist Heidi McCabe.

Hartley teacher Amy
Krautkremer was honored for
reaching the milestone of 25

years in education.

Allen Kopetzki received an
award for being a student
school board representative.

Friend of Education Katie Gonzales of State Farm Insurance,
with JHHS PhyEd teacher Connolly Turek, who nominated her
for the award and introduced her during the banquet.

Claire Duncan received a
certificate of achievement for
10 years of dedicated service

Jake Nelson stands with Karen Anderson after
receiving his award for Teacher of the Year.

Ruth Hines received an
award for Support Staff of the
Year.
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she lives by principles taught to her by
her own family and by her instructors
across her school career. After mention-
ing a string of individual teachers for
their contributions, Gonzalez said,
“Waseca Public Schools helped shape
who I am today,” and for that reason
along with many others, she prioritizes
“giving back to the community.”

Waseca school district superintendent Dr. Eric Hudspith with staff
members retiring after 35 or more years: (From left) Hudspith; Kari Zafft,
kindergarten teacher retiring after 37 years in the district and in education;
Lori Miller, high school physical education teacher retiring after 33 years in
district and 35 years in education; and Mike Buker, head building custo-
dian at the Junior Senior High School retiring after 38 years in the district.

Hartley Elementary teachers Amanda Anenson, Katie Kasendof, Jackie Wolfe, and Alli Poppe
with their retiring co-worker, kindergarten teacher Kari Zafft (at center).

Ruth Hines, who helps in the media
centers of both the intermediate and
high school, was named as the associa-
tion’s support staff of the year.

Graduating high school senior Allen
Kopetzki was recognized for his serv-
ice as a student representative to the
school board from 2024 to 2026.

Retiring teachers Lori Miller and
Kari Zafft were presented with hand-
held bells. Miller has been a physical
education teacher for 35 years, 33 of
them in the Waseca district. Kinder-
garten teacher Zafft spent her entire 37-
year career in Waseca. Also receiving a

bell was Mike Buker, head building
custodian at the junior senior high
school, who has been with the district
for 38 years.

Also retiring from the district are Pa-
tricia Larkin (30 years), Dawn Barrie
(29 years), Deb Nelson (23 years),
Cindy Ruedy (17 years), Sharon Bo-
thun (8 years), Julia Deetz (5 years) and
Bonnie Kyte (4 years).

Teachers John Hanson and Gwen
Krueger were recognized for 35 years
in the district; Jennifer Follstad-Popp
and Amy Krautkremer for 25 years;
Erica Hofimeister, Heidi McCabe, Anne

Mitchell, LuAnn Ross, Eric Teders and
Brad Wendland were honored for being
Education Association members in the
district for 20 years. Anastasia Garza
has been with the district for 15 years.
Katie Kasendorf, Claire Duncan,
Amanda Anenson, Seth Anderson,
Brenda Nelson and Anthony Seid were
recognized for being association
members for 10 years; Stephanie
Baima, Julia Deetz, Tanah Janike, Li-
zeth Martinez-Ayala, Olivia Marth and
Kiley Worke were recognized for five
years as members.

m Graduates
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community like ours,” Stork con-
tinued. “Many of us have known each
other since the days of mismatched
socks and boogers.

“Somewhere in the middle of all of
that, we learned things that mattered...
We learned the importance of kind-
ness, integrity, and working hard even
when nobody was watching. I carry
the values I do today because of my
experiences throughout high school,
and I hope that many classmates can
say the same.”

Looking back now, we really were
lucky,” Stork concluded.

Pederson spoke next and reminded
those in attendance that today is the
final time the class of ‘26 will see
each other together.

“Today is the day that we all close
a very important chapter of our lives
together,” Pederson said. “As each of
us walk across this stage today, we
aren’t just celebrating making it
through high school and getting a di-
ploma. We also celebrate our growth,
our determination, and our resilience.

“I want everyone to embrace how
powerful the present moment can be,
instead of dwelling on the past or wor-
rying about the future, because the
present is the foundation for every-
thing yet to come,” Pederson con-
cluded. “Thank you to everyone that
believed in us and helped us get here
today.”

Kaitlyn Dobberstein spoke about
the future.

“Some of us have known exactly
what we want to do after high school,
while others are still trying to figure it
out,” Dobberstein said. “I think the
thing that makes the future both excit-
ing and scary is that we truly don’t

know what’s coming next. We are en-
tering a world full of change.

“The future is not just about jobs,
success, or achievements,” Dobber-
stein continued. “It's about learning to
be kind when the world feels harsh,
brave when life feels uncertain, and
hopeful even when things don’t go as
planned.

“Our future will not look the same
for all of us, and that's okay,” she con-
cluded. “Success is not defined by one
single path because each of us will
create our own stories. Congratula-
tions to the class of 2026. The future
is waiting for us.”

Berg introduced the NRHEG band,

which played the traditional “last song
together,” a composition played
sometime during the seniors’ career,
and one they selected as a favorite.

This year’s choice was “(Risk) Ev-
erything for a Dream,” arranged by
Richard L. Saucedo.

Gabrielle Schlaak led the parent ap-
preciation statement, after which
graduates came down off the stage
and delivered flowers to the parent
figures in their lives.

Following the parent appreciation,
a compilation of videos and photos
from the class of ‘26 was shared.

Berg introduced salutatorian Wyatt
Larson and valedictorian Chloe Stork.

Short biographies of both these
honored students appear in this
week’s Star Eagle.

School board members Amy Ihrke
and Kelly Delacruz, alongside super-
intendent Michael Meihak and Prin-
cipal Berg, presented diplomas to the
graduates.

When finished, Berg told gradu-
ates, "It's time,” and asked the gradu-
ates to stand and move the tassels on
their caps.

“You are now officially graduated,”
said Berg. “I want to congratulate all
of the graduates and thank everyone
for their attendance. I wish you all the
best.”
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