
And I tell you, ask, 
and it will be given 
to you; seek, and you 
will find; knock, and 
it will be opened to 
you.          Luke 11:9

A word from 
The Word

LOCAL COMMUNITY-DRIVEN NEWSPAPER SERVING ALL OF WASECA COUNTY

■ Inside:
• 3 - Dave Zika 
• 4 - Obituaries 
• 5 - Living history 
• 6 - Government 
• 7 - Looking back 
• 8 - May Bulldogs 
• 9 -Sports 
• 10-11 - Classifieds 
• 12 - Hay Daze Hay Daze

 ■ Page 12

No. 25 Vol. III  $2                      Office at 111 Elm Avenue West, Waseca               Friday, June 21, 2024

Waseca Art Center Art 
on the Avenue June 22 

Waseca Art Center will provide 
an outdoor art show on Second 
Avenue Northeast in Waseca 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, 
June 22. The work of local artists 
will be on display. Live bands 
will be performing and vendors 
and food trucks will have items 
for sale. There is no admission 
cost; the show will take place 
“rain or shine.” For more infor-
mation contact the Art Center at 
507-835-1701; ask for Mikhail or 
Christy. 

———————————— 
Waseca Fire  
Department  
Fish Fry June 22 

The Waseca Fire Department 
will hold its annual fish fry fund-
raiser starting at 4 p.m. on Sat-
urday, June 22, at the community 
Public Safety Building. An all-
you-care-to-eat fish dinner with 
chips, potato salad, vegetable and 
a cookie will be $15. A $5 hot 
dog meal will include chips, a 
vegetable and a cookie. 

———————————— 
Willingham meet and 
greet June 29 at Clear 
Lake Park 

The public is invited to a meet 
and greet with Waseca natives 
Malik and Kyreese Willingham 
to celebrate their recent success 
as members of the NCAA Divi-
sion 2 Basketball Championship.  

The event will be June 29 from 
2 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the Clear Lake 
Basketball courts. Hot dogs and 
chips will be served. The rain out 
location will be the VFW in 
Waseca.  

———————————— 
Waseca Hockey 
Summer Bingo June 
29 at Boat House 

The Waseca Hockey Associa-
tion is sponsoring a summer Bingo 
event at the Boat House in Waseca 
on Saturday June 29 beginning at 
1 p.m. Eight games at $2 per sheet. 
Various prizes available.  

———————————— 
New Richland Farm 
and City Days July 5, 
6, 7 

This annual event will start a 
week earlier than usual, begin-
ning on Friday, July 5.  

———————————— 
Waseca County Free 
Fair July 10-14 

The annual Waseca County Free 
Fair is scheduled to be at the county 
fairgrounds on July 10 to 14.  

———————————— 
Fellowship of  
Christian Athletes 
Junior Sports Camp 
July 30 - August 1 

Young athletes in grades 3 to 8 
can take part in a Christian-cen-
tered camp which has them con-
centrate on one sport each of the 
three days of the camp, Tuesday 
through Thursday, July 30 to Au-
gust 1. Registration is $60 per 
camper, with scholarships and 
generous family discounts avail-
able More information and reg-
istration are at 
minnesotafca.org/waseca-jsc.  

———————————— 
Waseca Farmers  
Market Saturdays 
from 8 a.m. until noon 

Every Saturday untill the fall 
season the Waseca County Fair 
Grounds will be hosting a farmers 
market from 8 a.m. until noon.  

By TRISTAN GEHRING 
Staff Writer 

LakeFest 2024 will take place 
at Clear Lake Park, Waseca, be-
ginning at 12:00 p.m. on July 4. 
The event will include live 
music, food trucks, drinks, vol-
leyball and bean bag tourna-
ments, a boat parade, vintage fire 
trucks, a bounce house and kids 
activities, and will round out the 
evening with a fireworks show 
over the lake. The day will also 
feature the nineteenth annual 
Freedom Run and Wigglebutt 
Dog Walk. Registration opens 
for the day at 7:30 a.m., with the 
Kids 1-mile walk/run beginning 
at 8 a.m., the 5-mile walk/run 
around Clear Lake and Wiggle-
butt Dog Walk beginning at 8:30 
a.m. Registration with a T-Shirt 
is $25; registration only is $15.  

The bean bag tournament be-
gins at noon; teams must register 
online by noon of July 3. The 
cost to participate is $30, pay-
able at the event. All teams are 
guaranteed three games. There is 
a cash prize for the top three 
teams, and “hardware” for the 
champions of the tournament. 
For more information and to reg-
ister, visit 
https://forms.gle/RrXsSXxXY
Wg1Adeo8.  

Check-in for the sand volley-
ball tournament begins at 2:00 
p.m. with a 3:00 p.m. start time. 
Teams must pre-register by noon 
of July 3. Teams must consist of 
5 to 8 players, all over the age of 
16; at least two players must be 
females. Entry is $50 per team. 
There will again be cash payouts 

Waseca 
Lakefest 
set for 
July 4

Lakefest continued on 4

JANESVILLE JOURNAL - Janesville’s Hay 
Daze celebration offered visitors a variety of 
events from June 10 to 16. Unfortunately, so did 
Mother Nature. Though the weather started off 
relatively dry, one of the busiest days, Saturday, 
June 15, became soggy, and was followed by the 
hottest day of the year so far on the final day of 
festivities. 

The week kicked off with Simply Saved’s elev-
enth Annual Fashion Show at the Trinity Dis-
cipling Center on Monday, June 10. Since 2013, 
the thrift store has raised more than $250,000 to 
be given away as grants to community organiza-
tions, businesses, and schools, including Trinity 
Lutheran. Tuesday, June 11, featured Janesville 
Bowl’s annual moonlight colored-pin bowling. 

The weather threatened to make the Hay Daze 
5k run a little dicey on Wednesday, June 12. Rain 
and thunderstorms were forecast in the morning, 
and the forecast threatened more rain around 6 

p.m., when participants were supposed to register. 
Thankfully, the evening settled on being “partly 
cloudy” with only a hint of humidity. Nearly 100 
participants took part in the kids’ 1k and the 5k 
Fun Run and Walk.  

The Miss Janesville Pageant at the JWP Audi-
torium and Paradise City Wrestling’s (PCW) 
“Main Street Mayhem” both took place on Thurs-
day evening. It was PCW’s second visit to Janes-
ville; the wrestling match took place, well, on a 
main street. 

Friday brought what was arguably the nicest 
weather of this year’s Hay Daze, with sunny skies 
for a golf tournament at Prairie Ridge Golf 
Course. It was also the first day for Crescent City 
Amusements to open its rides; a fairly long line 
of excitement seekers formed to buy tickets. Gen-
eration Gap began the first musical performance 
of the night with a packed crowd showing up to 
see IV Play on the Guardian Energy Stage. There 

were reports of a line of concert attendants start-
ing from the chamber tent to the fire department 
before IV Play hit the stage. 

Saturday featured a wet start to the morning. 
The rain held off for some time as Whispering 
Creek Nursing Home hosted the carnival and tur-
tle races. Although rain continued throughout the 
day, bean bag tournaments still went on as sched-
uled. As a precautionary measure for the impend-
ing rain, the Hay Daze committee decided the 
“show must go on” and moved the musical enter-

Tyler, Anna, Felix, Sawyer and Walter 
Fellows, above, solved the clues and lo-
cated the Hay Daze Medallion.

Paradise City Wrestling’s "Main Street Mayhem" drew a crowd the evening of Thurs-
day, June 13. Below: Madyn Holland and Victoria Blomstrom ride in the parade.

Hay Daze continued on 12

Janesville's Hay Daze 
brings parade, beauty 
pageant, and 'Mayhem'

By DEB BENTLY 
Staff Writer 

According to records kept at the 
University of Minnesota Southern 
Research and Outreach Center 
(SROC), this past May was the third 
wettest since record-keeping began 
in the county. 

May of 2024 delivered 7.5 inches 
of rain; in 1991 the area received 
7.76 inches. The all-time record-
setter was May of 1945, with 7.78 
inches. 

SROC scientist Tom Hoverstad 
points out, though, that the center’s 
practice is to record the rainfall from 
a 24-hour period on the following 
morning. Close to 2 inches of rain, 
1.84, fell during the hours of May 31, 
but was recorded on June 1. 

“If that had been one day sooner, 
2024 would have been the record 
holder,” he said. As it is, the differ-
ence between the three records is less 
than three tenths of an inch. 

Along with receiving about three 
inches more rain than normal, the 
area also experienced 18 days with 
measurable rainfall amounts. “That 
didn’t leave much of a planting win-
dow,” Hoverstad said. 

Coupled with that was 4.5 inches 
of rain in April, 1.23 inches more 
than normal, now being followed by 
an unusually wet June. The first 13 
days of the month brought 8 days 
with rain, shrinking planting oppor-
tunities even further. “Area farmers 
have been fighting that wet soil all 
spring,” Hoverstand observes. 

As a tour of area fields shows, the 
majority of farmers managed to get 
seeds in the ground only to have 
fields soaked and sometimes left 
with large areas of standing water.  

According to Hoverstad and area 
agronomist Mark Bernard, this 
creates different complications de-
pending on the individual circum-

stances. 
In some fields, the water drained 

away relatively quickly, leaving the 
crop standing in very wet soil. In this 
case, according to the two scientists, 
the root systems of the plants may 
not develop as they should for con-
tinued growth and optimal yield. 
Corn roots typically reach 2 to 3 feet 
into the ground to support the plants’ 
height and to find nutrients. With so 
much water available near the sur-
face, they might not reach for that 
optimal depth as they are developing. 

Even in fields where the water 
drains away without pooling, farmers 

Complications for farmers
Showers bring third-wettest May in Waseca County history
SROC’s 

Hoverstad 
talks rain

Muddy water covers a patch of cornfield for the third time. Ac-
cording to crop scientists, plants can survive as many as five 
days underwater if the water temperature remains low. 

     Pioneer photos by Deb Bently

A group of cattle wade in and drink from a pool of standing 
water on a patch of land that is normally grassy pasture. 

May continued on 3



Living alone is so odd. Much of 
the time I count myself as blessed to 
be able to walk around my apartment 
singing and dancing with no worries 
of being seen or heard. But then the 
sun goes down and I’m turning off 
the lights in the kitchen and running 
to my bedroom because it’s scary in 
the dark.  

I live in a four-bed, four-bath 
apartment on the eighth floor. Two of 
my roommates moved out never to 
move back in (drama, I know), and 
the third roommate is living at home 
for the summer because of her in-
ternship and coming back to campus 
every couple of weekends. So for 
now it’s just me living in this spa-
cious new, lonely apartment.  

But I have discovered there are 
perks to living alone. I can leave my 
door open at all times, watch tv both 
in my room and in the living room as 
loud as I like, organize things how I 
want them to be (feng shui is impor-
tant), strew my budding succulents 
all over the place, and leave messes 

and not have to worry about cleaning 
them up right away worried someone 
might judge me.  

Then there are the not-so-nice 
things–mostly just being alone (does 
anyone like being constantly alone?). 
In high school, I had no problem 
being a homebody, but I had my par-
ents, sister, and dogs to socialize 
with. Here it’s just me, my plants, 
and the flag of Bibble from Barbie, 
but there is an urge to go out, social-
ize, and see the world. An attitude of 
“I’m in the Cities - there has to be 
something for me to do!” was born 
when I came to school and I cannot 

get rid of it. And for the life of me I 
can’t tell if time seems to move faster 
or more slowly when alone. Maybe 
it just moves.  

I say all these things as if I am a 
hermit living in solitude. I am not. I 
have work daily and, thankfully, I am 
able to spend time with my boyfriend 
most days; he keeps me sane. But it 
makes me think, if I did not have 
him, what would become of me in 
this solitude? Would I truckle to my 
bed and never come out, sad of what 
I am missing out on? Or would I 
thrive, spend my plentiful free time 
going to the gym, honing my writing, 

reading, and cooking skills so that I 
come out on the other side of this 
time triumphant? Who knows.  

It makes me think of people's situ-
ations in life where they might have 
become widowed and now live alone 
in an older age. What does one in 
that situation do with their days? I 
know my grandma, for one, loves to 
go out and have lunch with her 
friends; I’ve always found that ador-
able. Each day it’s a guess as to 
which of the four “Barbs” she has 
had lunch with. 

People still watch the local news, 
right? I feel like I would enjoy wak-
ing up early and watching the news 
in the morning before having break-
fast, then sitting down with the local 
paper - really digging into the gossip 
and news of the town.  

My Determination: "Why must 
our only options be to squawk and 
settle or to never leave the nest? 
What if I want to fly?" — Eloise 
Bridgerton, Bridgerton

Have I become a hermit living in solitude? 

Aah, that moment. The hair-thin 
second when one must act on im-
pulse or let the impulse pass, never 
to know what might have been. 

I acted on impulse this past week. 
I was driving west on West Elm 

Avenue when I came upon a car 
standing still in my lane. I looked at 
my passenger, my sister-in-law Joan, 
visiting from out of town. 

“What’s he doing?” I asked, per-
haps a bit annoyed. 

Her line of sight was better than 
mine. “He’s rescuing a turtle,” she 
answered. 

My annoyance gone, I said some-
thing like, “Oh, that’s nice.” 

As the unknown individual got 
back inside his car, I looked at Joan 
and said, “I’m going to follow him 
and take his picture. 

“It’s something newspaper writers 
have an excuse to do.” 

Given that she was trapped in the 
passenger seat, she had no choice but 
to accompany me–but she has 
enough of a sense of adventure that 
I’m willing to claim the prospect 
pleased her. 

As the vehicle drove away, I fol-
lowed, making the same turns, al-
ways leading toward access to the 
edge of Loon Lake. 

As his car stopped, he jumped out 
and walked briskly lakeward. I had a 
rare moment of panic–my camera 
was in the back, I feared I would not 
be quick enough to leave my seat, 
open the back door, grab the camera 
and still somehow get to the man and 
the turtle in time for my photo. 

I did the only logical thing. I got 
out of the car and called out–perhaps 
somewhat frantically– “Please stop. 
I want to take your picture!” 

Fortunately, my unexpected 
request (or was it the tone of desper-

ation?) was enough to bring the fel-
low–who I soon learned is named 
Ben Revermann–to a stop. I grabbed 
the camera and my notebook and 
walked after him, explaining as I ap-
proached that I work for the news-
paper, that I saw him rescue the 
turtle, that I thought it was a very 
kind thing to do, and that I wanted to 
include his picture in the paper. 

He, in the meantime, was strug-
gling to hang onto the turtle. Some-
how the 10-inch-long creature did 
not understand it was in the process 
of becoming famous: It was clawing 
and, uh, wetting itself defensively, as 
Ben waited for me to catch up with 
him. 

“Oh,” he said. “I thought you were 
going to yell at me for stopping in the 
road.” 

He continued his struggle to hang 
onto the squirming turtle. I repeated 
my request to put his picture in the 
paper. 

“I guess so,” he said. “As long as 
you mention my book.” 

Touche, Ben. The first unexpected 
request had been topped by a second 
one. 

“Seems fair,” I responded. There 
wasn’t a lot of time for negotiations, 
what with the struggle and the, uh, 
defensive wetting. 

I snapped a couple photos, neither 
of which had the framing or position-
ing I might have chosen under less 
pressing circumstances, and Ben set 
the now-famous turtle into the water.  

Somewhere in there, my sister-in-
law had caught up with us. 

Ben told us he has had a lifelong 
appreciation for turtles. He shared 
some of what he knows about the fe-
males who leave the water to go bury 
their eggs. He mentioned with a tone 
of awe that he has held some “silver-

dollar-sized” hatchlings. He said he 
does whatever he can to help turtles 
he sees which have put themselves in 
danger. 

Remembering our negotiations, I 
asked him about his book–he elabo-
rated that he has written 14 of them, 
all self-published on Amazon. His 
most recently completed is titled “I 
am Lying to Queen Victoria,” and he 
is currently working on “I am Lying 
to Hitler.” 

Both our vehicles were parked 
somewhat awkwardly, so our con-
versation was rushed, but I took 
down his name for the sake of the 
“cutline,” (that’s the journalist’s term 
for the information printed beneath 
photos), and asked for his phone 
number, in case I needed more infor-
mation.  Somewhere in there, Ben 
mentioned he had considered apply-
ing to be a writer for the newspaper. 

I encouraged him to do so. We 
parted company, each of us with an 
entertaining story to share with our 
respective families, friends and ac-
quaintances. 

So look here, Ben!  I’ve published 
your photo, mentioned your book, 
and made the turtle famous, just as I 
agreed. 

And reader, look around. Within 
only a few days of our conversation, 
Ben consented to write a piece for 
the Pioneer!  He found local artist 
Victor Gilmore at the Waseca 
farmers’ market this past Saturday 
and has shared the story (See page 
4). If we have our way, you’ll prob-
ably see more of Ben’s writing in up-
coming issues. 

Aah, impulse. You just never 
know what can come of a split-sec-
ond decision. 

‘Stop! I want to 
take your picture’

by Deb Bently
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DEADLINES: Pioneer: Noon Tuesday    
GOLDEN LINK: Previous Friday

SERVING THE WHOLE OF WASECA COUNTY 
including the communities of Waseca, Janesville, New Richland, and Waldorf

               ELI LUTGENS          Publisher 
                 JON LUCCA          Ad Design 
                DEB BENTLY          News Editor 
              JIM LUTGENS          Sports Editor/Dad 
      AMELIA ROESSLER          Editorial Assistant 
     TERESA ROSACKER          Advertising Sales 
       JESSICA LUTGENS          Staff Writer 
     TRISTAN GEHRING          Staff writer 
        RACHAEL JAEGER          Staff Writer 
          MELISSA DUNN          Staff Writer 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
        $59 Per Year, Waseca County Residents 
$69 State of Minnesota • $79 Outside Minnesota

PHONE: 507-837-6767 
email: news@wasecacountypioneer.com  

Address: Office at 111 Elm Avenue West 
Mail: PO Box 578, Waseca MN 56093

Contributing writers/photographers: Dave Zika, Al Batt, Pastor Ken Andrs

Waseca County Pioneer (USPS permit #25304) is published weekly on Friday, by Pioneer 
Publications Inc., 111 Elm Avenue West, Waseca, MN, 56093.Entire contents copyright 
© 2024 PIONEER Publications, Inc. and respective authors. Opinions expressed in edito-
rials or letters to the editor are those of the individual authors, and do not necessarily rep-
resent those of the Waseca County Pioneer or PIONEER Publications, Inc. Letters may be 
edited for content or length. Periodicals Postage at New Richland, MN. POSTMASTER: 
send address changes to Waseca County Pioneer, P.O. Box 578, Waseca, MN, 56093.

2     Friday, June 21, 2024                                                                                                                                                                                      Pioneer

Compostings
by Al Batt

I have no idea what  
everyone else is thinking

ECHOES FROM THE 
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING 

 Someone robbed me at the gas 
station. 

 Oh, no! Do you know who the 
robber was? 

 Yes, it was Pump 6. 
 

DRIVING BY BRUCE'S 
DRIVE 

 I have a wonderful neighbor 
named Bruce. Deep thoughts occur 
as I drive past his drive. I had pro-
vided fine dining opportunities to 
multitudes of female mosquitoes, 
but it was still a good day. I’m sure 
it’d be in the top 10 days of the 
week. I headed to town. It would be 
8 miles if I turned one way or 
24,901 miles if I turned in the op-
posite direction. It was the first 8 
miles in a journey of 237 miles. On 
that journey, I stopped at a conven-
ience store to get gas and some fruit 
for lunch. There were roller dogs 
available. Hot dogs on a roller grill; 
sausage in a logrolling competition. 
I read something a few years back 
saying that Minnesotans eat 197 hot 
dogs per capita per year while Io-
wans eat 207 per capita annually. I 
passed on the roller dogs. 

 It rained most of the day, but in 
the early afternoon, the sun peeked 
out. That was the highlight of the 
day until I reached my workplace, 
wishing I’d been wearing a T-shirt 
reading “Before” on the front and 
“After” on the back. 

 
I’VE LEARNED 

 The good old days were when I 
had no idea what everyone else in 
the world was thinking. 

 I can’t remember the last time I 
said “rhombus.” 

 Cargo pants are important be-
cause you never know when you 
might get a job as a cargo ship. 

 Life is getting used to doing 
things you’ll later need to get used 
to not doing. 

 When I tipped the canoe, I dis-
covered it was cap-sized. 

 The sign said, “Employees must 
wash hands,” but I washed my own 
as I couldn’t wait for them. 

 
IN THE NEWS 

 Man walks into a bar and loses 
limbo contest. 

 Mime arrested for doing un-
speakable things. 

 Jeweler charged with making a 
customer’s ear ring. 

 Local woman gets new car for 
her husband. She considered it a 
good trade. 

 
BAD JOKES DEPARTMENT 
 He called his horse Mayo. 

Sometimes Mayo nays. 
 What looks like half of a Twin-

kie? The other half.  

 Is a child who is in pre-K in J?  
 What word is always spelled 

backward? Backward.  
 Be prepared—read a step-by-

step guide to falling down the stairs.  
 Ducks ate my neighbor’s dog. I 

warned him not to get a purebread 
dog. 

 Where do you see yourself in 
five years? In mirrors, in other re-
flective surfaces and in selfies.  

 
NATURE NOTES 

 Kathryn Tollefson of New Rich-
land asked why she sees pigeons in 
the same place near the Le Sueur 
River Lutheran Church frequently. 
With humans and other animals, the 
attraction to a particular place is 
often food. Maybe there is some-
thing to eat there—pigeon chow. 
Pigeons, like us, are creatures of 
habit and adhere to traditions. They 
have better homing instincts than 
we do, so they can find where they 
want to be without a GPS. Perhaps 
they are waiting for an invitation to 
attend church services. 

 I watched a couple of turkey vul-
tures make Venn diagrams in the 
sky and spotted hoofed ruminants 
that are deer to us. A crow dipped a 
colorful snack bag in the water of a 
pond. I don’t know what was in it. 
Crows are notorious for soaking 
food in water. They’re not cleaning 
it, and it's more than softening the 
food to make it more palatable. 
Baby crows rely on their parents to 
provide food containing enough 
moisture to prevent dehydration, 
and moistened food helps. 

 Serviceberry, also called june-
berry, shadbush or Saskatoon berry, 
is a small tree or shrub native to 
Minnesota. Ripe fruit can be eaten 
fresh or used in jams, jellies and 
pies. Serviceberry is attractive to 
pollinators, birds and other animals. 
One story maintains the first settlers 
in New England planned funeral 
services at the same time the tree 
bloomed, a sign the ground had 
thawed sufficiently to dig graves. 
The tree became known as the ser-
viceberry. That origin is disputed. 

 Wild ginger is sometimes called 
woodland ginger, Canada ginger, 
snakeroot, colic root, coltsfoot, 
namepin and sturgeon potato. It has 
fuzzy, green, heart- or kidney-
shaped leaves and below them is a 
small brown to burgundy, bowl-
shaped flower. The color and scent 
of the blooms attract early spring 
gnats, flies and beetles. The flowers 
smell like rotten meat, although the 
scent isn’t noticeable to me. 

 
MEETING ADJOURNED 

 I flipped a switch and a light 
came on. I’m most grateful for that 
and for all the people who made 
that possible. Be kind.  

Marching Jays

About 70 members of the Marching Jays participated in the 
group’s first parade of the year at Straight River Days in Lake 
Crystal the evening of Friday, June 14. According to band direc-
tor Devon Lawrence, the musicians will continue to practice as 
the summer progresses. Their next parade will be during the 
Minnesota State Fair at the end of August. 

Pioneer photos by Deb Bently

Local author Ben Revermann and the now-famous turtle. Re-
vermann, who has published a number of books on Amazon, 
makes it a habit to help turtles in distress whenever it is safe to 
do so.                                                    Pioneer photo by Deb Bently
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I consider myself an agriozoo-
phile–a real lover of all wild ani-
mals. I’m a pet lover, a pet person, 
and a real friend to all animals–
well, almost every animal. 

Here are some high-powered 
new vocabulary words for all those 
who work crossword puzzles and 
like to toss out big words to im-
press others. A “biophile” is some-
one who loves nature and the 
experiences it has to offer. An “or-
nithologist” is a birder, someone 
who feeds, observes, and finds joy 
in studying and learning about 
them. Bet you’ll never guess what 
defines a “dogophile.” Yep, a per-
son who really enjoys canines. And 
just maybe, a group of dogophiles 
would consider chasing an “ailuro-
phile,” someone who loves any-
thing and everything about cats. 

Unfortunately, not everyone ap-
preciates and loves the warm and 
fuzzy fellow occupants of the 
planet. Thoughts surrounding cer-
tain creatures can lead to full-
blown anxiety and panic attacks.  

“Arachnophobia” is the fear of 
spiders and scorpions; if you can’t 
tolerate the eight-legged creatures, 
be sure not to watch the movie 
with the same name. 

If you scream every time you see 
a snake, you may have an extreme, 
overwhelming fear of snakes 
called “ophidiophobia.” 

If you keep a tennis racket 
handy, have nightmares about 
squirming creatures tangled in 
your hair, and get the creeps even 
thinking about bats, you may be 
suffering from “chiroptophobia.” 

Deb Bently and I would really 
appreciate some of our readers in-
teracting with the paper. We’re 
hoping you will consider submit-
ting some of your thoughts, stories 
or articles. 

As Deb wrote in her June 14 col-
umn, maybe describe something in 
nature, something that inspires you 
or makes you happy. Maybe you 
can choose something from the 
plant kingdom. Deb’s piece about 
the yellow lady slipper was a great 
example.  

I challenge you to write a story 
about an animal–maybe a pet dog, 
cat, rabbit, bird or even a pig. 
Maybe a camping story about army 
worms falling into your supper or 
your tent being swept away in a 
torrential downpour. The possibil-
ities are endless. You can submit 
your writing to the Waseca County 
Pioneer at news@wasecacounty-
pioneer.com. 

I’m closing this column with a 
memory, one I acquired thanks to 
my pet duck, Oscar. 

I was a young lad and on my 
way home from the swimming 
pool with friends. Our three-mile 
bike ride took us around the mill 
pond. There we saw quite a com-
motion down on the water: There 
was a large group of grown and 
baby ducks quacking and splashing 
away.  

We investigated, the ducks de-
parted, and there remained a fuzzy, 
yellow duckling, injured. 

I wrapped it in my towel and 
carried it home to the Zika emer-
gency treatment facility. 

My family welcomed the duck-
ling. Kept in a big box in the base-
ment, it recovered fairly quickly 
under our loving attentions. 

It ate everything: seeds, insects, 
worms, cereal. I know it came to 
recognize me as its loving parent. 
Before she fledged out, I didn’t 
know whether she was a greenhead 
or hen, only that she was a mallard. 

That’s my excuse for naming her 
“Oscar.” I gradually recognized my 
misnomer as she grew into a beau-
tiful brown hen mallard with a 
blazing blue wing patch. We had a 
fenced-in backyard, so when Oscar 
was big enough, she was safe 
spending hours outdoors on our 
lawn. 

Why didn’t she fly away? Be-
cause her “dad” also raised pigeons 
and was well versed in the art of 
clipping wings. 

I have many special memories 
of that duck. Once, my dad was ro-
totilling a section of our garden. 
Oscar followed close behind gob-
bling up worms the process had 
brought to the surface. 

Oscar enjoyed scolding our dog, 
Charlie. Her high-pitched quacking 
could be heard around our neigh-
borhood. 

The local newspaper published a 
picture of Oscar and me. Every 
once in a while, Oscar would cud-
dle up and snooze, head and neck 
down, in my lap. 

When fall arrived, Oscar 
changed. Her personality grew into 
that of a hen mallard in the wild. 
Dad said, “Time for Oscar to go.” 
I had two choices: release her at the 
mill pond or–the option I chose–
take her to Uncle Willie’s farm 
near Jordan. The farm featured a 
big flock of domestic mallards and 
some Muscovy ducks, which are 
so big and ugly I always took them 
for a breed of goose.  

We visited my uncle’s farm 
frequently, so I figured I would 
have the opportunity to visit with 
my buddy. On our first visit, I did 
get to see her. She was now fully 
fledged and had become a member 
of Uncle Willie’s flock of mallards. 

The farm had a big, fenced-in 
pasture, a woods, and a marshy 
section with a small pond. Uncle 
Willie’s report was that Oscar was 
doing fine, but was a bit of a rene-
gade: He said she would frequently 
go off into the pasture alone, away 
from the other ducks. 

On our next visit to the farm, 
Uncle Willie informed me Oscar 
was missing and had been gone for 
several days. I surmise one of two 
things happened to her. Either she 
had an encounter with a predator in 
the pasture, or sauntered into the 
woods, found the pond, and met 
the greenhead love of her life. I’ve 
always chosen that version of the 
story: it brings me pleasure to think 
that first she, and now her off-
spring, are migrating overhead to 
go south every fall and come back 
north every spring. 

My duck tale

Bits and Pieces
by Dave Zika
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By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

About 30 area middle schoolers will take to the 
Junior/Senior High School Performing Arts 
Center (PAC) stage at 7 p.m. on Friday and at 2 
p.m. on Saturday to perform “The Princess and 
the Pea.”  

Though many are probably familiar with the 
traditional version of the story–in which a prin-
cess is identified because of her tender back–cast 
members suggest they will find some interesting 
new elements in their version.  

Khloe Nelson and Keegan Rodriguez, per-
forming respectively in their first and and sixth 
summer productions, have been cast as the king 
and queen of Paragonia. Since their son Pete, 
played by Jerimy Bohlmann-Little, is of an age 
to marry, the two are in search of his perfect prin-
cess. Brier Hayes, performing in her fourth com-
munity education summer play, suggests 
audiences will be surprised by the dance 
numbers, the variety of characters, and perhaps 
especially, the ending. She also thinks it’s a nice 
touch that members of the crew, rather than 
simply waiting in the wings to make scene 
changes, are able to dress as royal footmen and 
be on stage. 

Maddie Halla, cast as the palace lady in wait-
ing, is performing in her fourth community edu-
cation play, and is excited by the challenge of 
having many lines. 

Though she is not a princess–a significant 
point as the story develops–Halla believes au-
dience members will enjoy the costumes and 
characters of the 17 people who are wearing 
fancy dresses and tiaras. 

Director Karen Pfarr Anderson says she has 
been impressed with the progress her cast 
members have shown, especially given the short 
turnaround time from when practices began right 
after the school year ended to this week’s per-

formance. “It’s amazing what they’ve done in 
only 13 practices,” she comments. “In some 
cases, I’ve asked a great deal of them, and 
they’ve delivered.” 

Pfarr Anderson began working with the youth 
summer theater in 2007, co-directing for three 
years with Jack Williams. Since 2010, she has sat 
in the figurative director’s chair, often inviting a 
high-schooler to be assistant director. This year, 
Sadie Schimming has taken that position on. 

Another element of this year’s production 
Pfarr Anderson finds particularly exciting is the 
size of the cast. She is thrilled to have had more 
than 30 students attend auditions. 

Wanting all the aspiring actors to have their 
chance, the director even wrote additional lines 
and a new scene. She estimates she added 10 or 
more minutes to the length of the production, 
which she expects to run about 45 minutes. 

Pfarr Anderson expresses her gratitude to the 
actors and crew, PAC technical guru Chuck Pol-
lock, and to parents who helped ensure their chil-
dren could get to practices. 

This weekend’s performances are sponsored 
by the community education department. The 
play received grants and support from the 
Waseca Area Foundation, and from the non-
profit Waseca Drama Department. 

Tickets are $5; children ages 5 and under are 
free. Tickets are available for sale at the door be-
fore the performances. 

Princess and the Pea

may lose the expensive nitrogen fer-
tilizers they have applied to their soil. 
Corn is especially dependent on suf-
ficient levels of  nitrogen for con-
tinued development: nitrogen in the 
soil tends to bond with water, and 
thus is prone to leach away as the 
water drains. Exposure to water can 
also cause the nitrogen to undergo a 
slight chemical change and become 
prone to a form of evaporation. This 
leaves farmers with decisions to 
make about cost-to-benefit advan-
tages of applying additional ni-
trogen–which will entail not only the 
cost of the fertilizer, but the time and 
resources to apply it and potential 
damage to plants which might occur 
during the application. 

Yet another complex choice con-
fronts farmers who have fields with 
pools of standing water. Hoverstad 
explains that, in cool weather, plants 
can survive even up to four or five 
days of being submerged. If the 
water warms, however, bacterial 
growth accelerates and causes irre-
versible damage. Farmers with areas 

where no crop remains must weigh a 
surprising number of factors as they 
make decisions about replanting. 

Among their choices, agronomist 
Mark Bernard jokes, are “so many 
decisions it could make your head 
explode.” 

Many farmers have a “prevent 
plant” clause in their crop insurance, 
“They’re guaranteed a certain level 
of income from that,” Hoverstad  ob-
served. “But they don’t like to use 
it.” 

Based on what he saw in the wet 
year of 2013, he speculates that it 
goes against a farmer’s nature to give 
up on a crop. Farmers must weigh 
the likely sale price of any crop to be 
harvested from the replanted portion 
of the field against the costs and time 
needed to do the replanting. 

They must decide whether there is 
another hybrid of the corn or soy-
beans which will mature fast enough 
to “catch up” with undamaged areas. 

For any who decide not to replant 
drowned-out sections, “they’re going 
to want a cover crop,” says Hover-
stad. “There’s a rule of thumb about 
what happens when you let part of a 
field grow wild unchecked: ‘One 
year’s weeding equals seven years 
seeding.’” In other words, farmers 
might consider planting soybeans or 
some other dense crop on the open 

part of the field simply so the culti-
vated plants will take over the space 
and prevent weeds from thriving. 

“There’s nothing wrong with 
planting soybeans as a cover crop,” 
said Hoverstad, mentioning there are 
also other choices. 

Agronomist Mark Bernard men-
tions insects and pathogens as 
another factor which may have been 
affected by the unusually wet soil. 
For example, he says, the mild 
weather probably allowed soybean 
aphids to overwinter in strong 
numbers giving them “the potential 
to be a problem.” However, if soy-
beans should reach canopy over un-
usually wet soil, “it is likely to create 
advantageous conditions for patho-
genic fungi which help keep aphid 
numbers in check, in conjunction 
with beneficial insects such ladybird 
beetles, lacewings, syrphid flies and 
parasitic wasps.” 

He also suggests “the wet con-
ditions are definitely favorable for 
disease development as the season 
wears on.” Among the diseases he 
names are stalk rots and leaf disease 
in corn and white mold and sudden 
death syndrome in soybeans. 

Bernard can’t help mentioning that 
weather patterns in early April had 
given the impression the spring 
would be relatively dry. 

“Nobody saw this coming,” he 
comments. 

Just as they must every spring, 
farmers had made decisions about 
what crops to plant on which fields 
at what time. As the surprisingly wet 
year materialized, some of those 
decisions turned out to be “lucky,” 
while some did not. 

“We know there’s been damage 
done, now farmers have to decide 
how they’re going to respond,” said 
Bernard. As to whether this next set 
of choices will be “lucky,” Bernard 
says the only time those factors can 
truly be weighed is during harvest, 
when the results are measurable. 

“They’ve seen this before,” he 
says somewhat philosophically. 
“Farmers use what they know from 
past experience with all the vari-
ables–the seeds, the contour of the 
land, the fertilizers and herbicides 
they use. 

“They have to hedge their bets and 
go with their gut.” 

At this point, Bernard suggests, 
farmers can do essentially nothing 
while the fields and soil remain so 
wet. “I think their approach is, ‘We’ll 
get through this. We can’t do any-
thing about it right now, but we will 
take care of things when we can.” 

■ May 
 from Page 1

Cast members of "The Princess and the Pea" carry on a fairy tale beauty contest as 
they attempt to find the perfect match for Paragonia's young prince. 
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David Thompson 
DAVID GARRY THOMPSON, 

age 74 of Shakopee, died on June 
16, 2024 at St. Francis Regional 
Medical Center in Shakopee. 

David was born in Owatonna on 
February 26, 1950 to Melvin and 
Loretta (Sleper) Thompson.  He 
graduated from Kenyon High 
School.  He was married to Nancy 
and together they had one son, 
Lucas, before they later divorced.  
David enjoyed fishing in his 
younger years, and when he wasn’t 
fishing, he was hunting.  He liked 
tinkering and building, and often 
collected scrap metal.  He liked to 
laugh and was always known to 
have a smile on his face.  He loved 
being around his friends who 
would call him Clyde, and he 
loved movies and enjoyed watch-
ing his favorite westerns. 

David is survived by his son, 
Lucas Thompson of Waseca; 
siblings Wendell (Diane) Thomp-
son, Dean Thompson, Tony 
Thompson, and Verna (Morris) 
Hildebrandt.  He was preceded in 
death by his parents; one sister, 
Marcia Drew; and one sister-in-
law, Susan Thompson. 

A public visitation will be held 
from 4-7 p.m. on Friday, June 21, 
2024 at the State Street Chapel of 
Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt Funeral 
and Cremation Service in Waseca.  
A closing prayer will begin at 7:00 
p.m.  Interment and graveside 
prayers will take place at the Vang 
Lutheran Cemetery near Dennison 
at a later date.  (dsofuneral.com) 

Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt 
Funeral and Cremation Service 
Waseca ~ Janesville ~ Waterville

David Thompson

for the top three teams, and “hard-
ware” for the champions. To reg-
ister or learn more, visit 
https://forms.gle/gnCYbEqy-
qugb9rzV9.  

Participation in the boat parade is 
free, and requires pre-registration. 
Boats will line up at 2:30 p.m.; the 
parade will begin at 3:00 p.m. trav-
eling from near the Boat House 
Restaurant following a route that 

passes Maplewood and Clear Lake 
Parks. There are cash prizes for the 
top three boats in each of three 
competitive categories: “Most Pa-
triotic,” “Most Creative,” and “Best 
Party Barge.”  To register or learn 
more, visit 
https://forms.gle/H4SsagmgZ32vEr
sS7. The schedule for live entertain-
ment is as follows. From 12:00-
1:15, Melissa Schulz; from 
1:30-3:00, Miller-Dehn; from 3:30-
5:15, Gary West & The MN 
Players; from 5:30-7:20, Los Te-
quileros; and from 7:40-9:40 AZBY 
Band. The Fireworks show over 
Clear Lake will begin at 9:50 p.m. 

■ Lakefest 
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LeVine Paulson 
LeVine Raxine (Loken) Paulson 

passed away on June 13, 2024, at 
the New Richland Care Center. 
She was 98 years old. LeVine was 
born on January 30, 1926, to Clar-
ence and Palma (Olson) Loken at 
the Norby farm in Ellendale, MN. 
She was baptized at First Lutheran 
Church in Ellendale, started Wed-
nesday school at the church at the 
age of three years, and was con-
firmed at LeSueur River Lutheran 
in 1940. LeVine attended first 
grade at District 53 country school 
in Lemond Township as well as 
several other country schools be-
fore graduating from New Rich-
land High School in 1944. After 
graduation, she attended the Naeve 
School of Nursing in Albert Lea, 
MN graduating in the Class of 
1947. LeVine was employed as a 
registered nurse at Naeve Hospital 
in Albert Lea, Birds Eye in Waseca 
for 25 years, and Country Neigh-
bors in New Richland for nine 
years. 

LeVine was united in marriage 
to James Paulson in 1948 at Le-
Sueur River Lutheran Church. 
James and LeVine farmed the 
Paulson farm east of St. Olaf Lake 
for nearly 50 years. They traveled 
extensively, setting foot on six con-
tinents. LeVine enjoyed gardening, 
genealogy, history, and above all--
her family. She especially loved to 
watch her great-granddaughters 
performing music and dancing. 

LeVine is survived by a daugh-
ter, Ranae (Niel) Berg of Hartland, 
five grandchildren: Evan (Kerry) 
Berg of New Richland, Tait (Lind-
sey) Berg of New Richland, Kellen 
(Hannah) Berg of Minneapolis, 
Mandy (Pat) Sutherland of Eagle 

Lake, and Ryan Paulson of Sioux 
Falls, SD; four great-granddaugh-
ters: Lily Sutherland, Ada, Lyla, 
and Mina Berg; two step-great 
grandchildren: Cora Sutherland of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and Owen 
Sutherland of New York City; 
daughter-in-law Linda Paulson of 
Mankato, nieces: LeAnn (Dean) 
Buendorf of New Richland, Mar-
sha (Bob) Heers of Owatonna, 
nephews: John (Cheryl) Herbst of 
New Richland, and Kevin (Lori) 
Herbst of Albert Lea as well as 
several great nephews, nieces and 
cousins. LeVine was preceded in 
death by her husband, James in 
1995, son, Randy in 2000, sister-
in-law, Doris Herbst in 1991, and 
brother-in-law, Stanley Herbst in 
2018. 

A private family service was 
held at LeSueur River Lutheran 
Church in New Richland. Expres-
sions of sympathy may be shared 
by visiting www.BonnerupFuner-
alService.com 

LeVine Paulson

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

Raising a garden has always been 
a summer tradition for Bev and Dar-
ryl Gehring, both 76, who are life-
long Waseca area residents. The two 
live on a piece of land originally 
homesteaded in pioneer days by an 
earlier generation of Darryl’s family. 
They raised their own children on the 
homesite and still continue to find 
ways to maintain and improve it. 

That goes perhaps double for the 
garden. 

Darryl has taken items to the 
Waseca area farmers’ market for 
about the past 10 years. The weekly 
event is from 8 a.m. to noon each 
Saturday beginning in May and con-
tinuing into September. It has been in 
various locations on the fairgrounds, 
and is currently located in the park-
ing lot along Third Street Northeast. 

According to the two, the number 
of vendors and the items offered for 
sale tend to evolve with the growing 
season, but there is always a good 
variety and a friendly atmosphere. 

Darryl began taking items to the 
farmers’ market for a very practical 
reason: “I had extra produce, and I 
didn’t want to see it go to waste.” In 
addition to his lifelong work as a 
farmer raising traditional corn and 
soybean crops, Darryl has always 
kept a garden about half an acre in 
size. 

Bev has always canned or frozen 
some of the produce to keep over the 
winter, “Especially when we had 
kids at home.”  

Now with only the two of them, 
they grow what they like–and what 
tends to be popular at the market. 
When it comes to summer vege-
tables, this includes beets, cu-
cumbers, tomatoes, green beans, 
cabbage, onions, and a few kohlrabi 
(a dense vegetable with a cabbage-
like flavor). They also grow pump-
kins and “a few squash.” 

Though beets are one of those 
vegetables famous for being disliked 
by children, Darryl says they are a 
favorite of his. After taking them to 
the market a few times, he learned he 
is not alone. He also learned many 
people want them as fresh from the 
garden as possible because they like 
to prepare the “greens,” that is, the 
leaves, as well as the round, red root 
the plant produces. In order to keep 
up with demand, Darryl says he 
plants an additional row of beets 
weekly through the late spring and 

early summer, and many years does 
the same with green beans. 

Once they begin, cucumbers and 
tomatoes continue to produce re-
peatedly. In their case, he says, he 
simply has to be sure to give them 
enough space. 

In order to make the garden work 
a bit easier, Darryl has built raised 
garden beds. In addition to a large 
“traditional” ground-level area, he 
now has four raised beds, each 20 
feet long and 4 feet wide. He and 
Bev especially appreciate them for 
cucumbers, which have such long, 
thick vines as the summer progresses 
that finding the vegetables can be 
very tricky. 

“God should have made those 
things orange,” jokes Darryl about 
the way the green cucumbers dis-
appear among the green vines and 
leaves. 

The couple estimates they grew 
and sold 700 pounds of cucumbers 
last year, in three different forms: 
small ones are sold at the market to 
people who want to make pickles, 
large ones are sold as “slicers.” 
Those picked in a sort of “medium” 
size are made into Bev’s “Bread and 
Butter” pickles and sold in jars. 

Bev admits that, although she has 
never managed to get dill pickles 
“right,” she has made an art of refin-
ing her recipe and technique for the 
thick-sliced pickles she sells. “They 
snap,” she says of their texture, men-
tioning that many buyers stop at her 
sales booth looking specifically for 
her pickles. 

Another recipe she has worked to 
perfect is for “corn relish.” The 
canned mixture uses sweet corn, 
peppers, and a variety of other ing-
redients she declines to reveal. She 
sells it in pint jars, and it, too, has a 
following among her customers. Her 
beet pickles will begin arriving once 
the beets are ready. Also coming as 
the summer progresses are her Rus-
sian dill sauce with horseradish and 
canned sauerkraut. 

Darryl says work on their garden 
begins as soon as possible in spring, 
including sometimes starting certain 
plants indoors to be transplanted out-
side when the weather allows. But 
even without transplanting, the 
ground is prepared and limited plant-
ing begins in April. 

Still, since the farmers’ market 
opens on the first Saturday in May, it 
is too early to sell any fresh produce, 
with the possible exception of rad-

ishes. 
This past weekend, the Gehrings’ 

stand featured corn relish and rhu-
barb sauce. Rhubarb, of course, is 
one of those things that can be har-
vested very early. As for the corn rel-
ish, Bev relied on sweet corn 
available for sale in local stores. 

The two are watching their garden 
and will begin bringing fresh pro-
duce as soon as possible–but are en-
countering complications thanks to 
the weather. 

“We’ve replanted some things four 
times already,” observes Bev, men-
tioning that one time their rows of 
beets were under standing water. 
Another time, the water drained 
away quickly but left silt burying the 
small plants.  Even the cucumbers in 
the raised bed weren’t completely 
safe: strong winds and blowing dirt 
literally cut off some of the sprouts. 

Still, they persevered and the gar-
den is progressing nicely. 

The couple admits that, while they 
probably take in enough money to 
cover their expenses and have a little 
left over, they do not bring home the 
kind of income which would cover 
the cost of the time they invest. 

Bev reveals her favorite part of 
going to the farmers’ market is the 
opportunity to meet people and talk 

about shared interests. “You can 
learn a lot about people in a five-mi-
nute talk,” she says. “It’s fulfilling to 
make something and have other 
people appreciate it,” she comments. 
“We make connections, we have a 
pleasant time, and sometimes we 
learn from each other.” 

“I do it because I enjoy it.” 
Another “connection” she has 

made is with customers who have 
special requests. Bev says she has 
modified a number of her recipes 
based on requests such as using sea 
salt for the sake of its minerals or 
caraway seed for its distinct flavor. 

A new addition to the farmers’ 
market last year was the Power of 
Produce Club (POP), a special ar-
rangement through the University of 
Minnesota Extension office which 
allowed anyone 18 years old and 
younger to sign up for the “club,” 
then select $5 worth of edible pro-
duct each week. POP repaid vendors 
for selections made at their booths. 

Because families would come with 
their children, Bev observes, the 
number of people visiting the market 
increased greatly and business 
picked up. The program is scheduled 
to become available again a bit later 
this summer. 

Farmers’ Market is more 
than only a sales venue

By BEN REVERMANN 
Contributing writer 

It bothered me for most of that 
morning, Saturday, June 15. Why 
had I been to the farmers’ market be-
fore? It was cloudy as my children 
and I approached the Waseca 
Farmers’ Market located at the 
Waseca County Fairgrounds.  

“Beets!” I blurted out. My chil-
dren asked “What about them?”  

I replied, “Beets. That’s what we 
came here for July of last year.” I 
had wanted the leaves and stems and 
the beets themselves. My children 
replied, “So what?” My recollection 
is that no, they didn’t care much 
about the raw vegetables I bought 
that morning–but that Teriyaki Beef 
recipe with beet leaves and stems, 
they cared about that after the work 
was all done: They loved it. But 
there were no beets in mid-June, it’s 
still too early in the season.  

Wandering through the Waseca 
farmers market, my daughter found 
bracelets she thought were pretty. 
My sons found peanut brittle, 
honey–but no honeycomb, just the 
honey in squeeze bottles. There 
were also jellies and a few candies.  

Then Deadpool in puppy form ap-
peared.  

If you don’t know, Deadpool was 
an X-Men addition to the movie 
franchise in 2016, Deadpool 2 in 
2018 and soon to be released Dead-
pool & Wolverine in 2024. But as 
far as Deadpool puppies go, this was 
a first. 

Victor Gilmore is the man guilty 
for this unexpected pup. Turning the 
page found a baby bird in a gritty 
Batman outfit. The next page, a 
steampunk cowboy. 

Victor approached with a smile 
and heavy weight in his hand. The 
tent over his makeshift 
studio/sellers’ corner was tipping 
over, ever so slightly from the wind. 
As we discussed before, it was 
cloudy and rain was anticipated. The 
wind was not taking it easy on the 
VG Artworks tent.  

Victor Gilmore, a lifelong Waseca 
resident, 36 years old with 3 chil-
dren finds time and dedicates it to 
making pictures no one’s ever 
thought of. But isn’t that the point?  

Artificial Intelligence is picking 
up steam as we head further towards 
2025. Computer programs like Run-
way, GIMP, Comfy UI, Discord all 
have options which let you type 
prompts in and have pictures gener-
ated. These can be aided by Photo-
shop, but it takes practice.  

Steampunk is defined by Web-
sters as “A subgenre of science fic-
tion or fantasy that uses aesthetic 
design and technology inspired by 
nineteenth-century steam-powered 

machinery.” Think Victorian era 
meets the future. 

“So,” you ask, “What about Spid-
erman as a little boy calf? Does Vic-
tor Gilmore have that?” As a matter 
of fact, he does. Turning the page of 
his display portfolio revealed a very 
attractive gothic lady astronaut with 
hot-pink eye shadow and lavender 
hair. The page after that, a baby 
lamb Joker. Seriously, does  this guy 
have everything? The Witcher, 
Beauty and the Beast, The Night-
mare Before Christmas, Little Red 
Riding Hood. 

Although he has no immediate 
plans for attending conventions, 
Victor says he will have his display 
at as many Waseca farmers’ markets 
as he can. Regarding longer-term 
plans, VG Artworks will be at Austi-
Con in Austin from October 18 to 20 
this year. Austi-Con is a festival 
about tabletop gaming. There will 
be a silent auction at that event with 
proceeds going to the Autism Day 
Camp program in Austin, run by the 

Hormel Historic Society. 
Items in his artwork which really 

stood out for me were the steam-
punk cowboy or any one of the 
strikingly beautiful women in the 
many different settings. Some of his 
artwork resembles lady pin-up vam-
pires, witches, etc. But rest assured 
all his work is G rated, nothing inap-
propriate here, and all are easy on 
the eyes. 

Victor with his partner Erin and 
their three children Alistair, Cillian 
and Skyler have over a thousand 
pictures in Victor Gilmore’s port-
folio and five plus years’ experi-
ence. He adds more every week. 
This full-time Waseca resident artist 
and his computer aided, AI-assisted 
artwork will reach out and grab you, 
so be careful. But if you’re looking, 
and one of his drawings makes eye 
contact, don’t turn your back. It is 
advisable to get his artwork before 
it gets you!  

Visit Victor Gilmore’s website at 
vgartworksmn.square.site. 

A Saturday  
at Waseca’s 
farmers 
market

Lifelong Waseca area residents Bev and Darryl Gehring have 
been taking home-grown and homemade products to the 
Waseca farmers' market for about 10 years. 

Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

Waseca artist Victor Gilmore in his booth at the Waseca farmers' market. 
Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann
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By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

Self-proclaimed “muleskinner” 
Donna Thoreson, 85, has owned a 
stagecoach since 2003. She and her 
husband LeRoy traveled over a five-
state region taking it or other mule-
drawn vehicles to parades, “wagon 
train” trips, horse shows and historic 
reenactments. 

While she has an extensive collec-
tion of fond memories, she says one 
of her favorites was taking the stage-
coach to the Albert Lea area’s Big Is-
land Rendezvous. There at the 
pioneer village, she would dress in 
period costume and tell the groups of 
school children who visited that she 
was a traveler who had been stranded 
when robbers attacked the stage and 
stole not only all the valuables aboard 
the coach, but the horses which had 
been pulling it as well. 

She says she used her narrative to 
educate the children about the hard-
ships and realities of early settlement 
days, as well as the determination and 
hardiness shown by those arriving in 
the newly opened territory. 

After she and LeRoy farmed for 50 
years between Owatonna and Bloom-
ing Prairie, and after raising sons 
Kraig and Kevin and daughter Sheri–
all of whom are now parents and two 
of whom are already grandparents–on 
the farm, Donna is now retired and 
living in Albert Lea. The stagecoach, 
however, is not retired and, if she has 
anything to say about it, never will be. 

“I’ve told my kids,” she jokes, “that 
if they ever get rid of that stagecoach, 
I will come back from the dead and 
haunt them.” 

Donna has consented to loan the 
stagecoach to the Waseca County 
Historical Society (WCHS) for the 
duration of the Waseca County fair 
from July 10 to 14.  Though planning 
continues, her current thought is that 
she will be giving her “stranded trav-
eler” presentation at 6 p.m. the even-
ing of Thursday, July 11. 

Joan Mooney, WCHS director, says 
the organization requested the coach 
because of attention called to early 
settlement travel by the June release 
of Waldorf-area writer Judy Joecks’ 
self-published book, “Stagecoaches 
across Waseca County and Neighbor-
ing Counties.” 

The coach will be kept indoors 
throughout the fair, will not be giving 
rides, and will be available only for 
viewing. 

Donna believes being able to see 
and stand near the coach will help 
people begin to understand the time 
and places when such vehicles were 
“luxurious” in comparison to typical 
means of travel. 

She is also willing to share it be-
cause, she says, she wishes to honor 
the people who have been associated 
with it. 

First on that list is her brother, 
Glenn Adams. “He was an amazing 
woodworker,” Donna recalls. “He 
could make anything and it would 
look beautiful.” 

While visiting the Thoreson farm, 
“He was just fascinated with the 
mules,” Donna said. “One time he 
said to me, ‘I would like to build a 
stagecoach before I die.’ Then he 
asked me, ‘If I build a stagecoach, 
could I give it to you?’” 

Donna remembers saying to her 
husband, LeRoy, afterward, “I may be 
blonde, but I knew enough to say 
yes.” She learned later that anyone 
desiring to buy a full-sized replica of 
a stagecoach is likely to pay $40,000 
or more. Glenn was in his seventies 
and beginning to experience macular 
degeneration as he began the project. 
He lived in Washington State; over 
the three years he continued to plug 
away at the various steps, his wife 
was diagnosed with dementia, placed 
in a skilled care facility, and even-
tually died. Donna remembers his 
work on the stagecoach as being a 
kind of therapy. “I know there were 
times he would be in that workshop 
of his night and day.” 

He touched base with her persist-
ently to find out her preferences and 
send her pictures of how the work 
was progressing. She consulted back 
and forth with him and paid for the 
materials. During that time, Donna 
says she remembers sometimes being 
nervous that she and her brother were 
coming at the project from two differ-
ent angles: “Me being a muleskinner, 
and him being a woodworker, there 
were times I worried we weren’t on 
the same page,” she said. 

As more time passed, Glenn’s mac-
ular degeneration gradually wor-
sened, but he continued working on 
the coach. Donna remembers he 
would wear his glasses and a jew-
elers’ headband magnifier, and also 
kept a magnifying glass handy. 

Though Glenn had intended to 
build the wheels for the stagecoach, 
by the time the project had advanced 
that far, his health no longer left room 
for the possibility. 

Donna remembers the 2003 trip 
with LeRoy out to Washington State 
to pick up the body of the  stagecoach. 

“We were so proud,” she re-
members of herself, Glenn and 
LeRoy. “Glenn had accomplished so 
much, and he was thrilled to be send-
ing it home with us. 

“Seeing what he had built, I real-
ized we were on the same page all 
along.” 

The wooden wheels were built by 
wheelwright  Gene Jacobson of Ki-
ester. Donna remembers that he hap-
pened to have hubs actually made by 
a stagecoach company, and so they 
were used at the centers of the four 
handmade wheels. The wheels, she 
mentions, are somewhat smaller than 
were used in the 1800s. The body of 
the coach, though, is within an inch of 
the length of an original stagecoach. 

The lettering was done by Ryan 
Bergeson of Twin Lakes. Though 
Bergeson specialized in motorcycles, 
Donna comments she would have 
been willing to believe he spent all his 
time on stagecoaches. She says she 

chose the burgundy color with yellow 
accents because she liked the combi-
nation and thought it would look 
striking. The fictional business name, 
Bestemor Stage Line, uses the Nor-
wegian word for “grandmother.” 

“I’m a grandmother, and it was 
given to me,” she says lightheartedly. 
“That’s how I chose the name.” 

Donna says she did the upholstery 
herself, using a sturdy, leather-like 
vinyl to cover the seats, make the cur-
tains, and cover the “boot,” the other-
wise open back end of the carriage. 

Donna is pleased to report her 
brother saw and rode in the finished 
stagecoach more than once. She re-
members he was nearly speechless 
each time. 

The coach was road ready in 2004 
and began some of its many travels. 

It was nearly always pulled by the 
mule team of Nellie and Nacho, both 

of whom were bred and raised on the 
family farm. Donna remembers the 
synchrony she and LeRoy shared 
with the two, who were part of their 
daily lives for nearly two decades. 
She and LeRoy had owned riding and 
driving horses for most of their time 
on the farm, then followed through on 
an interest in raising mules.  

Numerous online sources say the 
word “skinner” was slang used in the 
1800s for anyone who could “out-
smart” mules enough to get them to 
do what was needed. 

“People say mules are stubborn,” 
says Donna of her experiences. “But 
they’re not stubborn. They’re smart, 
and they have long memories. If they 
got away with something once, 
they’re more likely to try and get 
away with it again. 

“I had to stay one step ahead of 
them, and then everything would be 

fine.” 
She remembers that when LeRoy 

would be asked how he managed to 
work with mules, his standard answer 
was “You’ve got to be their mother, 
father, and god.” 

LeRoy, who was “120 percent Nor-
wegian,” died in 2021. The two of 
them had been married 62 years. Be-
fore meeting him, Donna said she had 
“never even touched a horse.” 

“He taught me everything I knew 
about it,” she remembers of her path 
to becoming a muleskinner. “I loved 
every minute of it.” 

And so, in addition to honoring her 
brother for building the stagecoach, 
Donna says she wants it to be seen 
and used to honor her husband and his 
beloved mule team. 

She remembers the many children 
at the Rendezvous who were fasci-
nated by the coach and by her 

“stranded traveler” story. She re-
members the real-life travelers who 
once crammed as many as nine 
people into a single stagecoach to 
journey across rough, barely passable 
roads. She remembers the horses who 
would pull the coach, often at a full 
gallop, working so hard they had to 
be changed out about every 10 miles. 

“All of that deserves to be remem-
bered,” she says. “So of course I’m 
willing to let the historical society use 
the stagecoach.” 

She is also grateful her son Kraig 
continues to keep mules and make use 
of the stagecoach; it is available for 
hire for special events including wed-
dings, birthdays, and other gatherings. 
Anyone interested is invited to con-
tact Donna at 507-456-3373, or Kraig 
at 507-363-1910. Emails with in-
quiries can be sent to 
kraigth@gmail.com.
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Donna Thoreson rides shotgun with LeRoy. During their 62-year marriage, the couple enjoyed riding and driving horses and also 
breeding, raising and driving mules. 

A piece of 
living history

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

About 700 people visited the Farm Bureau “Taste of the Farm” free dinner 
offered on the county fairgrounds the evening of Tuesday, June 11. Serving 
began at about 4:30 and continued until about 7 when the last people in a 
very long line got their food. Offering visitors their salads and burgers were 
staff members of FM Bank, who, according to Waseca Farm Bureau pres-
ident Gary Schoenfeld, volunteered for the job.  Offering beverages were 
the smiling faces of Sleigh and Cutter pageant royalty. Root beer floats were 
available for dessert. 

Schoenfeld explains Farm Bureau has offered the dinner since 2017 as 
part of its advocacy program. The idea, he says, is to provide an opportunity 
and a pleasant atmosphere where town and country dwellers can mingle and 
build relationships. Perhaps as conversation starters, pieces of agricultural 
equipment are parked in the vicinity. 

“We didn’t have as many as usual this year, though,” Schoenfeld observes. 
“We had too many folks who were still planting.”

‘Taste of the 
Farm’ feeds 700

The Bestemore Stagecoach in use. Hand built by Donna Thoreson's brother, Glenn Adams, the stage will be available for viewing 
during the county fair at the Waseca County Historical Society's display. Thoreson is loaning the coach to the historical society; its 
presence is meant to call attention to the recent publication of "Stagecoaches across Waseca County and Neighboring Counties" 
by Waldorf area resident Judy Joecks.  

David Trcka of Waseca’s FM BANK volunteered to serve the 
food during the event. To his right is FM BANK Presidenet Jon 
Butler. Serving began before 5 and lasted until after 7 p.m.

Kevin Hanson of Kibble Equipment serves popcorn to area 
farmer Marv Guse.                                Pioneer photos by Deb Bently

Members of the royalty selected during this year's Sleigh and 
Cutter pageants were on hand to serve beverages.

About 700 people waited in line for the free meal and compan-
ionship offered at Farm Bureau's "Taste of the Farm" event last 
week.
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CHRIST COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 

2200 4th St NE, Waseca 
507-835-2235 

Service times 9:30 a.m. 
*     *     * 

4TH STREET EVANGELICAL 
CHURCH 

605 4th St NE, Waseca 
507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew 

Isker) 
Worship Sundays 10 a.m 

*     *     * 
FAITH UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 
801 4th Ave NE, Waseca 

507-835-3167 
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
309 6th St NE, Waseca 

507-835-9176 
Worship Sundays traditional 8:30 

a.m., 9:45 a.m. Sunday School/Fel-
lowship; 10:45 a.m. contemporary 

service 
*     *     * 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
401 3rd Ave NE, Waseca 

507-833-1703 
Sundays 9:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

314 4th Ave NE, Waseca 
507-835-2647 

Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
*     *     * 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH 

503 2nd Ave NE, Waseca 
507-835-4548 (office email: 
1cwaseca@hickorytech.net) 

Worship Sunday 10 a.m. 
*     *     * 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
300 E Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-835-1709 
Worship Sunday 9 a.m. 

*     *     * 
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 

CHURCH 
111 4th St NW, Waseca 
Father Glenn Ferichs 

507-835-1222 
Worship Sundays 10:00 a.m., Tues. 

and Wed. at 8:30 a.m. and Thurs. at 7 
a.m.; Saturdays at 5 p.m. 

*     *     * 
REAL LIFE CHURCH 
620 W Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-607-8245 
Sunday worship 10 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-835-4640 
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 

1221 8th St SE, Waseca 
507-835-2213 

Sunday worship 10:45 a.m., 6:00 
p.m. 

*     *     * 
CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY 
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-833-1082 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun 
Evening 6:00 p.m., Wed. evening 

6:30 p.m. 
*     *     * 

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota  
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, 
Choir and Choir; 10:30 a.m. Worship 
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters 
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Otisco, Minnesota 

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor  
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study 
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
TRINITY EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Mary Iverson 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, 
Sunday School; 10 a.m. Coffee 
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting 
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirmation; 
7 p.m. Council meeting 

*     *     * 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Pastor Pamela Jensen 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

LESUEUR RIVER 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Pastor Dan Kordahl 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School 
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

 *     *     * 
VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Pastor Dan Kordahl 

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

VISTA EVANGELICAL 
COVENANT CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Brian Schanil Pastor 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. 
Sunday School 
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe 

Ministry, 1-3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires 
and Yard Games, 6 p.m. until dark 

*     *     * 
ALL SAINTS 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Father Glenn Ferichs 
Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and 4th 
Fridays p.m. Mass 
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m. 

*     *     * 
FIRST LUTHERAN 

Missouri Synod 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Larry Sipe 
Sundays: Worship 8 a.m.; 9:10 a.m. 
Sunday School and adult bible class 

*     *     * 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
Freedom Township 

Sunday – 9:15 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST 

Pastor Ava Adams-Morris 
Waldorf, Minnesota  

Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Father Brian Mulligan 
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

Wilton Township 
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor 

Sunday – 10:45 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

THE CHURCH of JESUS 
CHRIST 

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
Brad Donner, Branch President 

Waseca, Minnesota 
www.lds.org 

Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.; 
11:20 a.m. Sunday School 
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activ-
ities, ages 12-18 

 *         *        * 
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

412 N. Main Street, Janesville 
Interhim Pastor 

Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m. 

Worship 
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible 
Class, 10:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
JANESVILLE UNITED METH-

ODIST CHURCH 
401 N. West St., Janesville 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
BLOOMING GROVE UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 
43089 180th St., Morristown 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Summer worship 
hours, (10:45 a.m. Worship, winter)  

*     *     * 
ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

307 W. 2nd St, Janesville 
10 a.m. - Mass 

*     *     * 
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

300 Owen St., Janesville 
Pastor Sarah Krolak 

*     *     * 
ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL 

CHURCH 
Alma City, Minnesota 
Pastor Robert Harting 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LU-
THERAN CHURCH 

Smiths Mill, Minnesota 
Pastor Robert Harting 

Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship 
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship 

 *         *        * 
NORTH WASECA LUTHERAN 

CHURCH ELCA 
404 30 120th St. Waseca 

Pastor Sarah Krolak 
507-234-6463  

Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Second 
sunday “Young at heart”  
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirmation 

*     *     * 
    NOTE: CHANGES IN 
CHURCH CALENDARS MUST 
BE MADE BY NOTIFICATION 
FROM A MEMBER OF THE 
CONGREGATION TO THE 
WASECA COUNTY PIONEER.

By PASTOR KEN ANDRS 
I grow two things in my garden, 

tomatoes and peppers.  My wife, 
Naomi, on the other hand grows 
what seems interesting to her any 
given year.  This year she is grow-
ing vine cucumbers, snap peas, 
strawberries, tomatoes and a 
bunch of stuff I haven’t recognized 
yet.  She is enjoying last year’s 
mother’s day present of her raised 
garden bed and this year’s present 
of it being loaded with compost. 

The few things that I know 
about gardening I learned by trial 
and error, one year I mistakenly 
pinched off the female flowers on 
my pumpkin vines, that year I had 
a great crop of pumpkin leaves.  
Another year I didn’t get my toma-
toes in early enough, but I also 
gave up on the garden when my 
back yard got washed out 3 weeks 
into the growing season and noth-
ing seemed to survive.  I was sur-
prised when I cleaned out the 
weeds in the fall to find a crop of 
tomatoes and brussels sprouts. 

This year and the years since I 
have been in Waseca, I have my 
peppers in pots on the back porch.  
I don’t start the peppers myself, 
but I rely on those that plan ahead 
and have extra plants to share with 
me, then in August or September I 
harvest my crop and make a batch 
of pickled peppers.  I didn’t start 
them, I don’t know how spicy they 
will be, but I do water them, har-
vest them, and pickle them. 

The spiritual life is similar to the 
way that I garden.  A pastor, Sun-
day school worker, parent or 
friend may have had an impact on 
your relationship with God.  There 
maybe someone else who comes 
along and teaches you something 
more about your faith.  Then you 
may move or life happens and 

God brings someone else into your 
life to walk along side you, or you 
may be that person for someone 
else.  God has a way of putting 
people into your life that are there 
to teach or support you for a time 
or you are there for them. 

In the early church there was di-
vision or conflict over who you 
were following in your faith.  
Some picked one of the apostles, 
others focused on Paul or Apollos, 
who were teachers in the early 
church.  They tried to make their 
faith and their teachers a source of 
pride, but God had other plans.  In 
1 Corinthians 3 Paul corrects the 
church and redirects their focus off 
of a source of pride to the source 
of our salvation. 

5 What then is Apollos? What is 
Paul? Servants through whom you 
believed, as the Lord assigned to 
each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, 
but God gave the growth. 7 So 
neither he who plants nor he who 
waters is anything, but only God 
who gives the growth. 8 He who 
plants and he who waters are one, 
and each will receive his wages 
according to his labor. 9 For we 
are God's fellow workers. You are 
God's field, God's building. 

I don’t cause my peppers and to-
matoes to grow, I am a steward of 
the plants and trust that God will 
bring about a harvest.  It is the 
same way in the kingdom of God, 
God calls us to share our faith, to 
engage in fellowship, to correct 
and encourage ourselves and 
others, but it is He who causes His 
people and ultimately His church 
to grow.  We have been called to 
be faithful in doing our part as the 
church, to plant and water, watch-
ing God cause the growth in us 
and those that would come to 
know Jesus as Savior and Lord. 

The early church
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Our Services
• Financial Planning

• Accounting Services

• Bookkeeping

• Payroll Services 

• Tax Planning & Preparation

• Return Preparation Services

• Estate and Trust Planning 
115 North State Street, Waseca, MN

(507) 201-2484   

By MELISSA DUNN 
Staff Writer 

In his report to the school 
board, Superintendent Eric Hud-
spith said licensed teaching posi-
tions are filled for the coming 
school year for all but a few spe-
cial education positions, but there 
are good candidates. Hudspith 
said there has been focus on con-
versations with community 
members such as what they’re 
seeing within the district or what 
activities are exciting to them. 
Preparations for the upcoming 
school board election this fall are 
also underway. Teachers are in-
volved with curriculum mapping 
and scope and sequencing for 
their next year as well as literacy 
training for the Read Act. Lastly, 
the district’s operational plan and 
vision card was reviewed briefly 
and will be examined in full in 
July, with new vision cards being 
brought to the board for approval 
in August and September.  

Business Director Matt Moline 
presented the fiscal year 2025 pre-
liminary budget. Moline under-
scored that the projected fund 
balance showed a slight decrease, 
but overall the budget shows a 
balance between revenues and ex-
penses. Board policy states the 
general fund should be between 
15 and 35 percent. At 23 percent, 
next year’s proposed budget is 
projected to be within the desired 
range. The board approved the 
preliminary budget which is avail-
able for viewing on the district’s 
website under the “District Of-
fice” heading. 

Board members gave commit-
tee reports if there was infor-
mation not previously covered. 
Superintendent Hudspith men-
tioned new junior student board 
representative Allen Kopetski, 

who was unable to attend that 
evening, who will be joining sen-
ior board representative Collin 
Dettmer. “We value our student 
board members and their input,” 
Hudspith said, “and as we con-
tinue to find more ways to include 
them in our work, I’m looking for-
ward to taking the thoughts of last 
year’s reps and going forward.” 

The results of a recent eval-
uation of Hudspith’s work were 
addressed as part of the action 
items on the agenda. Board Chair 
Dave Dunn said Hudspith re-
ceived scores of ‘effective’ or 
‘highly effective’  from all seven 
board members on each of his 
goals (strategic plan implementa-
tion, community engagement, 
budget stabilization, doctoral pro-
gram). Hudspith thanked the 
board for taking the time to com-
plete the evaluation.  

“The feedback I receive from 
this process is extremely benefi-
cial to how I continue to work and 
grow as the leader here. I’ve been 
honored to be here now for four 
school years, and we are seeing 
some really positive things com-
ing out of the pandemic.” Hud-
spith says he appreciates the 
ongoing dialogue he has with 
most board members each week 
and asks for that to continue. “We 
have some decisions to make 
about where we want to go as a 
district. I can support you if I 
know what you’re thinking or 
give you the information you need 
to make a better decision.”  

All other items having been ad-
dressed, the meeting adjourned. 
The next meeting will be July 11. 

Preliminary 
budget presented

             WASECA                
      SCHOOL BOARD

By RACHAEL JAEGER 
Staff Writer 

During the Janesville council 
meeting on June 13, Senior Gov-
ernmental Audit Associate Kelsey 
Larson summarized the results 
her firm reached after examining 
the city’s 2023 financial records. 
Larson pointed out the city did 
well in that its expenditures were 
lower than originally anticipated, 
but so were its revenues–to an ex-
tent where they did not com-
pletely cover expenditures. She 
warned that the city should be 
careful about what it spends in 
the next several years. 

She noted the city’s “debt per 
capita” index is higher than in 
past years because the city “is-
sued bonds,” which essentially 
means “borrowed money and is 
paying interest” for funds used to 
complete those projects.  

Larson shared the city currently 
has a policy of keeping an 
amount equal to about 35 percent 
of its annual budget in a separate 
account, known as a “general 
fund.” The saved money collects 
interest and, perhaps more impor-
tantly, would be available in case 
of a long-term emergency. De-
spite the policy, she noted the 
general fund has been trending 
downwards to just over 34 per-
cent. Bringing the level back up 
to policy, she said, will require 
the city to reduce its expendi-
tures. 

“Looking at your general fund 
budget, revenue came in 
$170,000 under budget. The main 
contributor there is you did not 
receive your fire state aid due to 
late file submissions,” Larson 
continued. “Charges for services 
were under budget by about 
$25,000 and the miscellaneous 
revenues were under by about 
$50,000.” Larson attributed that 
to a “restructuring” of funding for 
the school resource officer (SRO) 
reimbursement.  

She then turned her attention to 
the variation in general fund reve-
nues throughout the last several 
years and noted “a large spike” in 
delinquent collections for the 
city’s taxes in 2022 which re-
turned to 90 to 99 percent in 
2023. She also observed that 
charges for services were on “a 
great increase.” 

After providing some detailed 
analysis of various line items in 
the audit, Larson turned her atten-
tion to bonds the city has issued 
and when the city will be able to 
stop paying interest on them. 

“The main thing I want to note 
here is we try to keep those ten 
years when you have those debt 
payments pretty level so we don’t 
have to keep adjusting the debt 
service levy,” Larson said, adding 
that meant the city didn’t have 
much flexibility for funds in the 
next decade. “You have a little bit 
of a drop in 2027 but then not 

really until 2032. When you’re 
looking at street projects and 
such, it’s somewhere to look if 
you want to keep the debt levy 
service the same.” 

Next year, City Administrator 
Clinton Rogers informed Larson 
that the city will have the First 
Street project paid off and the 
next street construction bond will 
be paid off in 2031. He agreed 
that it will probably be a few 
years before the city looks into 
another street project. He also 
said the city council plans to dis-
cuss a capital improvement plan 
at the July meeting. 

 
Councilmember Jim Mulcahey 

inquired if there is anywhere the 
city is deficit. Larson responded 
that the business funds look good, 
but the main concern would be 
the general fund and trying to get 
the unassigned balance back level 
with policy. 

During the public forum, the 
council approved a request from 
Boy Scout Eagle candidate Daul-
ton Lotton to remodel the pavil-
ion near the baseball field in 
Lakeview Park as a project. Lot-
ton reported he has already found 
a private donor who has supplied 
paint and has gathered a crew of 
people willing to help him. He es-

timates he will need less than 
another $150 in supplies, and re-
ported it should take him no more 
than a month to complete the 
project.  

In new business matters, the 
council addressed a resident’s 
concern regarding the speeds 
drivers reach along West North 
Street. The resident suggested 
posting a speed limit sign, since 
there isn’t one along that stretch 
of the road. After some discus-
sion, it was decided to have po-
lice officers increase patrols;  
council members said they re-
main open to putting a sign in 
place if the issue persists. 

Also during the meeting, the 
council approved Cole Schlueter 
as a regular full-time employee 
with the beginning wage of 
$26.87 per hour. For the last few 
years, Schlueter has worked part-
time during the summer months, 
primarily in public works. During 
last year’s budget discussions, a 
decision was made to add a full-
time position for the second half 
of 2024. 

The council accepted donations 
totaling $600 for the music in 
Veterans Park from local busi-
nesses Synergy Home Care of 
Mankato, Autumn Acres Farm, 
LLC, Utility Consultants, Janes-
ville Agency, and James Manage-
ment.

Annual audit review presented
          JANESVILLE                 
        CITY COUNCIL

Your Trusted Local Law O�ces for Over 50 Years

www.phblawo�ce.com
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415 2nd Ave NW
Faribault, MN
507-332-7425



Pioneer                                                                                                                                                                                       Friday, June 21, 2024      7

1924 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Goff drove down from Minneapolis Friday 

morning to participate in Memorial Day exercises. Their numerous 
friends in Janesville were highly pleased to meet them again. As is well 
known, Mr. Goff is the assistant district attorney of Hennepin County. 
He is next to the chief, with fourteen other assistants. As prosecutor for 
the state, he is assigned murder and robbery cases, during the last three 
years, he has tried twelve murder cases and numerous robberies. His 
success, which has been noted from time to time in the city papers, has 
been phenomenal. Born and raised in Janesville, it is perfectly natural 
and in the eternal order of fitness that Janesville is always interested in 
what he does and in his success. 

 
1949 

The Janesville Red Sox won their third straight game at Madison 
Lake, Sunday, by downing the Lakers, 105. Their percentage mark now 
reads .500, having won three and dropped three contests. Story per-
formed on the hill for the Sox, allowing 7 blows and struck out two. 
Allen, the Laker chucker, gave up eleven hits and whiffed five. The only 
extra base knocks were by Allen with a 2-ply smash, and Librare with 
a triple to their credit. “Don’t let an accident spoil your Memorial Day 
weekend trip,” is the plea of J. E. P. Darrell, traffic engineer of the Min-
nesota Highway Department. “Holiday travel is too often accompanied 
by serious accidents,” warned Mr. Darrell. “Eight were killed in the Me-
morial Day week and in Minnesota in 1948, three in 1947 and ten in 
1946. Many more were injured, some of them seriously.” 

 
1974 

- In 1974, heavy rains in Janesville formed a lake in what were 
the Mary Lohmann apartments on West Grove Street. While the 
water was still high, the “puddle” was dubbed Lohmann Lake. 

- Minnesota’s 10,000 lakes easily doubled in number early Tuesday 
morning as rain swept through southern Minnesota leaving wet base-
ments, washed fields, and farmers still further behind in their planting. 
Area residents were at their windows as midnight approached Monday 
night watching storm clouds brewing and weather moving in from the 
north. When it came, local storm sewers just couldn’t handle the flow. 
Weatherman Roy Anderson said his rain scale increased 2.8 inches. 
Other estimates ranged from three to four inches.  

-When Russell Winter graduated from Trinity Lutheran School last 
week, it ended 69 years of uninterrupted family association with the pa-
rochial school. Russell, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Martin P. Winter, was 
the last 23 Winters to complete eight grades there. 

 
1999 

The end of the school year means the start of a new beginning for 
Vince Straub, principal of Trinity Lutheran School, Janesville. After 10 
years of teaching at Trinity Lutheran School, Straub has accepted a cal-
ling to Zion Lutheran School in Corvallis, OR. “Everything wit this 
move is saying that I’ve been led by God to do this,” Straub said. “It is 
time for a new adventure.” This is in fact Straub’s third call to Corvallis, 
OR. The first call came when he was in California. He declined this cal-
ling because it came at the end of August with a new school year about 
to start. The following spring he had already accepted a call to Fergus 
Falls when the second Corvallis call came in. You name the item and 
Doug Engstrom, owner of Kraftwerk Upholstery, can recover it whether 
it be a couch or a tractor seat. “The sky’s the limit. I can do anything 
that can come in the door,” Engstrom said. This past February, Engstrom 
purchased property on West South Street in Janesville. What was once 
a machine shed now houses his upholsery business, Kraftwerk Uphol-
stery.

25 Years Ago 

- Top to Bottom at Hay Daze – Dave Trahma rides the slide Saturday 
afternoon with his three daughters, Prew, Ni and Malta, during the 
39TH Annual Janesville Hay Daze. The celebration in Janesville was 
capped Sunday by the parade that saw entrants from across Minnesota 
wind their way through the streets.   

-Summer in Minnesota ... lakes, blue skies, warm sun, and mosquitoes. 
There was a time when the sound of spraying was heard through the night 
in Waseca. Then came the warnings about the hazards of chemicals used to 
kill the mosquitoes and the spraying stopped. There are cities spraying 
today, including neighboring Owatonna.  

- FCI celebrates Federal Correctional Workers Week – Waseca Fed-
eral Correctional Institution (FCI) Warden Rick Stiff (left) presented 
Jackie Zimmer with the Institutions Rookie of the Year Award. Rich 
Hall was presented with the Correctional Worker of the Year Award 
and Andy Riehm was presented with the Correctional Officer of the 
Year Award. These and other awards were presented at the FCI 
Waseca’s Correctional Worker’s Week Memorial Service and General 
Staff Recall held recently at the Institution. The memorial service was 
held to remember the 22 federal prison employees who have been killed 
in the line of duty.  

- Waseca High School Cook Manager Velma Morris has decided to 
retire after serving meals to more than 20,000 students over the past 
27 years.  

50 Years Ago 
-“We can never thank you enough for helping our family come to know 

Jesus,” a Filipino woman expressed to missionary Jake Toews. Hear him 
tell of his work in the Philippines when he speaks at Evangelical United 
Methodist Church on Sunday, June 23 at 9:00 a.m. fellowship and 10:00 
a.m. morning worship. 

- Dough creatures – PAT MANWARREN, Welcome, Minn. showed 
women enrolled in the Dough Art class some of the trick to the trade at 
the annual multi-county Craft Fun Do Wednesday afternoon. Over 350 
women are enrolled in the event that is featuring classes in all types of 
handicraft. The Craft Fun Do is being held at UMW.  

-Transcendental Meditation is a simple, natural, scientifically verifiable 
technique which allows a person to begin to make use of his full mental po-
tential while giving profound physical rest. Practitioners claim they experi-
ence increased energy, creativity, and inner stability.  

100 Years Ago 
-In the United States, there are 2,940,061 miles of public roads, of which 

422,724 miles are surfaced, according to a recent national survey. For the 
improvement of these roads have been issued bonds totaling more than a 
billion dollars - $1,101,910,730 to be exact, the same authority disclose. 
Minnesota stands seventh of the list both in point of total and surfaced mi-
leages.  

-At a meeting of the stockholders of the Dry Buttermilk Company, which 
had been in operation one year, held last week, it was decided to change 
the name of the concern to the Ward Dry Milk Company. This change was 
considered advisable inasmuch as the impression was given that the com-
pany was making a sour milk product. Lacalac, as the product is named, is 
a sweet cream buttermilk dried to a powder and is in great demand by bakers 
and ice cream manufacturers and is used in the preparation of many other 
food products. 

New Richland

Janesville Waseca

25 Years Ago - June 17, 1987 

-  Geneva resident Troy Utpadel won $21,000 in Iowa’s lottery, the 
first to do so. Utpadel, who is a truck driver for his father Vern, was 
on his way back to Minnesota when he picked up a ticket in Iowa for 
the lottery. His ticket added up to ’21’ with $21,000 written beside 
it. He had to have the attendant re-add the sum as he couldn’t believe 
he could be so lucky. How will the money be spent? Well, the gov-
ernment got their share first, he spent some on his home, and the 
rest will be placed in the bank until he decides what to do with it. 
Said Utpadel, “I don’t believe it happened!” 

- Ellendale-Geneva high school principal Paul Chilgren resigned after 
one year of employment at the Thursday night board meeting. He said 
in an interview he did not feel under pressure to resign and that he did 
not wand his leaving to create additional controversy in a district that 
“needed some calm.” Chilgren said he saw his role with staff and students 
as one of peacemaker and a facilitator of cooperation in the district. He 
said the year was rewarding professionally for him because of some pro-
gress in gaining staff cooperation. “The staff really did a bang up job de-
signing the new educational program for next year and I don’t think most 
people in the community are aw3are of that,” he said. Chilgren alluded 
to personal reasons for resigning but chose not to state them. 

- Jim Sanberg, Bruce Busho and Bernie Soukup, representing the 
Eagles Club of Owatonna, presented the City with $2700.00 for play-
ground equipment and landscaping in Ellendale Park at Thursday night’s 
meeting. The council expressed the City’s sincere thanks for this gener-
ous gift. 

- School Patrol Pins were handed out at Elementary Field Day. 
Front, l-r: Michael Olson, Scott Kocek, Mike Nesdahl, Sarah Wood-
land, Lisa Nechanicky. Middle row: Mark Dobberstein, Missy Mis-
gen, Colette Holmes, Ryan Strand, Matt VanHal, Natalie Reiss. 
Back: Stacey Seath, Greg Schimek, Jane Northern, Nathan Sapnde, 
Jill Anderson, Keven lLarson, Harlan Buelow. 

-At Tuesday evening’s meeting of the city council the sewer extension 
program came in for a lengthy discussion. For some time there has been 
an apparent demand for the extension of the sewerage system to the 
south side of the city which would almost complete the system in 
Waseca. A few small selections of the city on the north and east sides 
would finish the system.  

75 Years Ago 

- ATTEND NATIONAL 4-H CLUB CAMP – Outstanding Min-
nesota 4-H club members attending the seven-day national 4-H 
Club camp in Washington, D.C. interview Rep. August H. An-
dresen, left Red Wig of the agriculture committee. With him, left to 
right, are Mrs. Doris Wyman, home demonstration agent from 
Waseca; Catherine Duevel, Robbinsdale and Richard Angus, Farm-
ington. The camp theme this year is “Know Your Government.”

Hours: 
Sat-Sun .......... Closed
M-F .......... 8 AM–5 PM

715 S State St, 
Waseca, MN 

(507) 835-8615

Ali and Willy Malecha are excited to continue to 
bring you the excellent service you have come 

to expect at Dave’s Body Shop!

Serving Waseca and the surrounding 
areas for more than 30 years!

BATTENFELD
LAWN CARE

zachbattenfeld@gmail.com

Zach Battenfeld
507-521-0226

Lawn Maintenance
& Residential

Snow Removal

• Since 1942 •

Great Home Cooking • Catering
Full Breakfast Menu • Daily Lunch Specials

104 State Street, Waseca MN • 835-1259

Life’s Moments Deserve Beautiful Flowers - Let Us Help!

Store Hours
Mon-Fri ......................8 AM-6 PM
Sat ...............................9 AM-5 PM
Sun ....................................... Closed

810 N. State St.
Waseca,MN 56093
(507) 835-3790

Family owned and
operated since 1972

wasecafloral.com
rickmorris982@gmail.com

Get your news in the Pioneer 
• news@wasecacountypioneer.com 

• Call (507) 837-6767 
• Office at 111 W. Elm Avenue
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Bulldogs of the month, May 2024

Brooklyn Okins

Colin Gunsolus

Mason Handt

Westyn Okins Elsa Dieker Ava Place Macey Golombiecki Sophia Donovan

Derek Budahn

Trenton Johnson

Brydon Olson Jackson Ling Zander Wheelock Gabby Gahler Carly Abraham Elsie Jaeger

Isaiah Dallman Percy Schutrop Lola Peterson Sawyer Fellows

Rhylnn Danberry Cooper James Raymond Folkerts Holden Bowen

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610

teschservice@mediacombb.net

Tesch Service Center
Family-Owned Automotive Repair 
• wheel alignments
• brake services
• suspension repairs
• towing & more!
Call us today!

Mallory Olson
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NRHEG softball players pose with their awards during the spring sports banquet held Tuesday, 
June 4, 2024 in the high school gymnasium.

NRHEG track competitors pose with their awards during the spring sports banquet held Tuesday, 
June 4, 2024 in the high school gymnasium.

NRHEG golfers pose with their awards during the spring sports banquet held Tuesday, June 4, 
2024 in the high school gymnasium.

NRHEG seniors pose during the spring sports banquet held Tuesday, June 4, 2024 in the high 
school gymnasium. 

NRHEG baseball players pose with their awards during the spring sports banquet held Tuesday, 
June 4, 2024 in the high school gymnasium.

NRHEG track competitors pose with their awards during the spring sports banquet held Tuesday, 
June 4, 2024 in the high school gymnasium. 

NRHEG holds spring sports banquet
By ELI LUTGENS 
Publisher/Editor 

NRHEG Activities Director Dan Stork ex-
tended many thank-yous as he opened the 
2024 Spring Sports Banquet ceremony Tues-
day night, June 4 at 6:30 p.m. in the high 
school gym in New Richland. 

All NRHEG Spring sports were recog-
nized, and coaches and representatives from 
the team spoke. 

All of the senior athletes were recognized. 
Many deserving awards were handed out 
during the evening. A sense of gratitude en-
compassed the room as speakers, coaches 
and players reflected on their memorable sea-
sons, and for some, entire careers. 

The banquet concluded with photos and 
good conversation among the hundreds of 

students, parents, family, and coaches in at-
tendance. 

The following awards were handed out: 
Golf 

Most Improved - Braydon Rollag, Elsie 
Schultz 

MVP - Hudson Chrz, Meela Budach 
Captains Award - Shan Hansen, Meela Bu-

dach 
Sportsmanship Award - Shan Hansen 
Honorable Mention All Conference - 

Meela Budach 
Honorable Mention All Conference - Hal-

lie Schultz 
Sportsmanship Award - Olivia Wilkenson 

Baseball 
Golden Arm - Jared Lee 
Golden Glove - Carter Martens 

Golden Bat - Alden Dobberstein 
Most Improved - Jordan Brouwers 
Captains - Alden Dobberstein, Jared Lee 
Plaque 
1st Team All Conference - Jared Lee 
3rd Team All Conference - Alden Dobber-

stein 
Honorable Mention All Conference - 

Carter Martens 
Sportsmanship Award - Wyatt Larson 

Softball 
Golden Glove - Isabel Stadheim 
Golden Bat - Preslie Nielsen 
Oil Can Award - Erin Peterson 
Most Improved - Izley Boerner 
MVP - Preslie Nielsen 
All Conference - Faith Nielsen, Isabel 

Stadheim 

Honorable Mention All Conference - Izley 
Boerner 

Sportsmanship Award - Payton Bunn 
Track and Field 

Most Valuable Track Events - Levin Kit-
zer, Quinn VanMaldeghem 

Most Valuable Field Events -Jaylin Raab, 
Malonna Wilson 

Most Valuable Track and Field Events - 
William Tuttle, Evelyn Nydegger 

Most Improved - Harbor Cromwell, Chloe 
Riewer 

Rookie of the Year - Gavin Lewison, Ju-
lieann Wobbrock 

Captains - Will Tuttle, Malonna Wilson, 
Levin Kitzer, Evelyn Nydegger and Parker 
Bunn 

All Conference 

Will Tuttle 4x100 
Evelyn Nydegger 100 LH 
Will Tuttle 110HH 
Sierra Misgen 4x200 
Will Tuttle 300 IH 
Clara Buendorf 4x200 
Levin Kitzer 4x100 
Sierra Misgen 4x200 
Jaylin Raab 4x100 
Chloe Riewer 4x200 
Jaylin Raab Long Jump 
Harbor Cromwell 4x100 
Honorable Mention All Conference - 

Gabby Schlaak, AnikaLadlie, Julieann Wob-
brock, Parker Bunn, Jacob Karl and Gavin 
Sletten.

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

The first four batters in the Austin
Bluejays' lineup scored off Waseca
Braves starting pitcher Ryan Hanson
last Friday night.

It was not a sign of things to
come.

Hanson settled down after the
early uprising, shutting out the
Bluejays over the next seven innings
as the Braves went on to a 7-5 vic-
tory at Austin. He finished with 10
strikeouts.

Hanson, however, was not the
only pitching standout for Waseca.
Sebastian Teague came in to pitch in
the ninth inning with no outs and the

tying run at the plate and retired
three straight batters for the save.

"It was a very nice win," said
Braves coach Tink Larson.

Kyle Waugh got Waseca back into
the game with a three-run home run
in the seventh inning to tie it 4-4.
Hanson finished with three hits,
including a double, while Tyson
Reger, Kelvin Nelson, Alex Feeney
and Teague had two hits apiece. 

The Braves lost at North Mankato
11-4 June 11.

Nelson and Chris Glynn had two
hits each. Jimmy Loonan, Waugh,
Feene and Teague also hit safely.
Nelson took the pitching loss.

"North Mankato beat us quite

handily by the score," said Larson.
"Sometimes scores are misleading.
Ten of their 11 runsd scored after
two were out, which means we're
only one pitch away from all of
those runs being scored. Kelvin
Nelson continued his torrid hitting.

The Braves jumped off to a solid
first inning at home against Lake
Crystal, scoring seven runs without
a hit and only one Lake Crystal error
on their way to a 13-3 triumph at
Tink Larson Field June 12. The
Braves received six walks, had two
batters hit by pitch and had four runs
score on wild pitches in the inning.

Nelson had two hits and scored
four runs. Reger, Loonan, Waugh,

Chaz Verduzco and Zach Hoehn
contributed one hit each. Loonan
doubled. Reger stole three bases.
Verduzco drove in two runs. Teague
was the winning pitcher.

"Sabastian made his first mound
appearance a winning one, pitching
five good innings," said Larson.

He gave up one unearned run on
four hits, while walking one and
striking out five.

After a Wednesday home game
with Eagle Lake, the Braves play
Friday at Gaylord and Sunday at
Wells. They're back at Larson Field
Wednesday, June 26 at 7:30 p.m.
against Waterville.

The Waseca American
Legion dominated Kasson at
Tink Larson Field last week,
winning 7-1 while allowing
only four hits.

"It was a great game for the
Legion," said Waseca coach
Tink Larson.

It started with pitching as
Tyson Reger struck out 13 and
walked none for Post 228. He
lost his shutout bid when he hit
the No. 9  batter on an 0-2
count with two outs in the bot-
tom of the seventh. The next
batter then got a hit to score a
run.

"It might be the first game I
can remember of him throwing
a complete game without issu-
ing a walk," said Larson.

Keaton Roeker led Waseca
offensively, going 3-for-4.
Reger had two hits, Sebastian
Teague and Nate Engel-
Mueller one each.

"Keato had a nice night at the
plate," said Larson.

The team is home against
Albert Lea Monday, June 25, at
Winnebago Tuesday and at
Mankato American Thursday. 

Senior McKyla Hasselquist
was Waseca’s reprentative on
the 2024 Big South All-
Conference Softball Team.
Sophomore Madison Roessler
earned honorable mention.

Waseca senior Cody Vagts
and junior Hunter Anderson

made the all-conference team
in boys’ golf. Senior Emma
Keith made all-conference in
girls’ golf.

Senior Sebastian Teague and
junior Colten Ruedy received
honorable mention for base-
ball.

Waseca Tennis Junior Tournament June 21, 22
The 2024 Waseca Tennis

Association Junior Tennis
Tournament is set for Friday, June
21 for singles and Saturday, June 22
for doubles.

Events and starting times: 
10U and 12U  Boys & Girls

Singles Friday  9 a.m.
14U and 16U  Boys & Girls

Singles Friday 11 a.m.

18U Boys & Girls  Singles Friday
2 p.m.

10U and 12U Boys & Girls
Doubles  Saturday 9 a.m.  

14U and 16U Boys & Girls
Doubles Saturday 11 a.m.

18U Boys & Girls Doubles
Saturday 2 p.m,

Cost: $10 per event
Site: Waseca High School tennis

courts
Prizes: Given to winners and run-

ners-up
Entry deadline: Tuesday, June 18

at 5 p.m.  
Register online at: https://wase-

ca.ce.eleyo.com/
Tournament regulations:
1. Match will consist of two sets

to four. (Scoring and length of

match may 
be adjusted by the tournament

director).    
2. Continuous Play. 
3. Knowledge of scoring is

required.   
4. Please bring your own water.  
5. Age groups may be combined.

Hanson pitches Braves past Austin Reger, Roeker spark
Legion team over Kasson

Four Bluejays all-conference



gregwilmesroofing.net
gregwilmesroofing@gmail.com

(507) 202-7070

Commercial • Residential • New Construction • Remodeling

GREG WILMES
EXTERIORS

 ⧈ Shingles, Steel, Rubber Roofing
 ⧈ Vinyl, Steel, & Cement Board Siding
 ⧈ Windows & Doors: Insulation, Sheetrock
 ⧈ All Flooring: Concrete, Patios, Decks
 ⧈ Seamless Gutters & Gutter Protection Systems
 ⧈ CertainTeed® Claims Specialist

Greg Wilmes Exteriors LLC • Building Contractor #BC793885

“Footings
to Finish”

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUY

Statewide 
Advertising

ONLY 
$279

Call Today!
800/279-2979

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 

up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 

prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

GET DISH 
satellite TV + internet! Free install, free 

HD-DVR upgrade, 80,000 on-demand 

movies, plus limited time up to $600 

in gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309 

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for any-

one who struggles on the stairs, 

is concerned about a fall or wants to 

regain access to their entire home. 

Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506 

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime warran-

ty. Top-of-the-line installation and 

service. Now featuring our FREE show-

er package and $1600 Off  for a lim-

ited time! Call today! Financing avail-

able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882 

BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just 

$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 

low price! Call today and get the latest 

iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621 

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 

assist the blind and visually 

impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 

vehicle pickup and secure a generous 

tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 

the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

LIVE AUCTION WEBSITE & SHOP
   FOR LOCALS, BY LOCALS!

Turn your quality items into cash 
at WaSeekers! Write a short 
description, bring your items in 
and they will go on WaSeekers 
next auction. We sell just about 
anything! WaSeekers takes in 
new & gently used items, lists 
them on our online auction 
platform, & displays them in our 
safe & secure store where you 
can inspect them in person!

Tons more to see!  •  waseekersonlineauction.com 
or come in person at: 1372 South State Street, Waseca

507-833-SEEK(7335) 

WASEEKERONLINEAUCTION.COM

Store hours: W-T-F: 10 am – 6 pm, 
Sat: 9 am – noon

NEW AUCTION
ENDS EVERY
WED, 8pm!

Contact Tina Mittelsteadt
507-351-4608

tina@waseekersonlineauction.com
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NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

CP 2024-081-001 
WILTON TOWNSHIP PUBLIC LAND SURVEY SYSTEM (PLSS) REMONUMENTATION 

Sealed electronic bids will be received by the Waseca County Board of Commissioners until 10:00 AM on Tuesday, June 
25, 2024, through Waseca County’s online electronic bid system (bidVAULT). At that time, the bids will be electronically 
opened, read publicly at the Waseca County Public Works building, 1495 5th Street SE, Waseca, MN 56093, and results 
posted online at https://mn-co-waseca.app.rtvision.com/oneoffice/bidding for the following project: 

Contract # 812409 
CP 2024-081-001 
WILTON TOWNSHIP PLSS REMONUMENTATION 

The work includes the following major items: 

RECOVER & RE-ESTABLISH PLSS CORNERS 133 EACH 

Complete digital project documents are available at https://mn-co-waseca.app.rtvision.com/oneoffice/public/bidding.  
To become a registered plan holder and to bid electronically, bidders must create an account at: https://connex.uccs.com. 
There is no cost to register or download the project documents.  Project documents may be viewed at the County Highway 
Engineer's office located at 1495 5th Street SE, Waseca, MN 56093.   

Bids will only be accepted by submitting an electronic bid using bidVAULT at https://bidvault.mn.uccs.com.  No hard 
copies will be accepted.  Instructions on submitting a bid electronically can be found on the bidVAULT website.  The cost 
to submit a bid is $25. 

A Performance Bond payable to Waseca County, in the full amount of the bid, shall be furnished by the successful bidder. 

The Waseca County Board of Commissioners reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to waive defects. 

Jim Kollar, PE 
Public Works Director/County Engineer 

Publish  in Waseca County Pioneer: Friday, May 31, 2024 
Friday, June 7, 2024 
Friday, June 14, 2024 
Friday, June 21, 2024 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
 

Electronic bids will be received by the County of Waseca via QuestCDN.com through their VirtuBid online bid service until 
2:00 p.m. on Tuesday July 9th, 2024.  Preliminary results will be posted on QuestCDN by 3:00 p.m. on July 9th.   Bids are for 
the furnishing of all labor and materials for the following project: 
 

Waseca County Highway Cold Storage Bldg 
 

This is a single lump sum bid contract for a cold storage building with minor site improvements.  Bid includes alternates 
for the building structural system of Pre-Engineered Metal Building or Post Frame construction.  Site work, landscape, 
electrical, door/hardware, and overhead doors to be included in the base bid. 
 

 
Owner 

County of Waseca 
307 North State Street 

Waseca, MN  56093 
Phone: (507) 835-0661 

Architect 
Oertel Architects, Ltd. 
1795 St. Clair Avenue 
St. Paul, MN  55105 

Phone:  (651) 696-5186 
 
A complete digital copy of the specifications and drawings are available at www.questcdn.com.  Documents may be 
downloaded for a non-refundable fee of $22.00 by inputting QuestCDN project #9174943 on the web site’s Project 
Search page.  Prime bidders will also incur a $42.00 online bid fee.  Please contact QuestCDN at (952) 233-1632 or 
info@questcdn.com for assistance in registration and downloading the digital project information.  Ensure your company 
is registered with Quest.CDN online bidding prior to bid day to ensure timely submittal of bid. 
 

Sets of documents are available for review at: 

1. The office of the Architect 
2. Minnesota Builders Exchange (MBEX) 
3. Dodge Data Analytics 
4. CMD Construction Market Data  
5. St. Cloud Builders Exchange 
6. LaCrosse, WI Builders Exchange 
7. The Blue Book 

 
Bids shall be submitted via QuestCDN.com only.  The bid shall be accompanied by a certified check, cashier's check or bid 
bond in the amount of five percent of the total bid price, made payable to the County of Waseca, as a guarantee that the 
bidder will enter into the proposed contract within the time specified and at the price bid. 
 

The Waseca County Board reserves the right to reject any or all bids, to waive any irregularities and informalities therein 
and to determine whether a bid is responsive or non-responsive.  The County further reserves the right to select 
alternates and award the contract in the best long-term interests of the County. 
 
Jim Kollar, Public Works Director / County Engineer 
Published in the Waseca County Pioneer on, June 14, June 21, June 28 and July 5, 2024 

10  Friday, June 21, 2024                                    C l a s s i f i e d                   Pioneer

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

2 3 4   5  6pm  
BAR Bingo 

6  7pm HALL 
BINGO 

7  MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 6:30pm 

8 

9 10  7 pm Post & 
AUX. Meeting 

11   12  6pm  
BAR Bingo 

13  7pm HALL 
BINGO 

14  MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 6:30pm 

15 

16 17 18   19  6pm  
BAR Bingo 

20  7pm HALL 
BINGO 

21  MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 6:30pm 

22 

23 24 25   26  6pm  
BAR Bingo 

27  7pm HALL 
BINGO 

28  MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 6:30pm 

29 

30       

SWEET SOMMERS VFW POST 1642 
June 2024 

HOURS OF OPERATION 
SUN.– MON. CLOSED 
TUE.– WED.-3pm to 11pm Tue. Is Lady’s nite 2 for one-Men Busch light $2.50 from 4 to 6pm. 
THUR.—1pm to 11pm 
FRI.– SAT.-11am to 1 am 
POST & AUX MEETING 7pm club open 6pm MEMBERS only. Mn. Gambling license number 00385 

���������	
Associate Broker, REALTOR®
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14040 State Hwy 30
New Richland, MN 56072
$125,000

• High Visibility
• Corner of Hwy 13

& Hwy 30
• Asphalt Driveway

& Parking Lot
• Garage with Drain
• Private Septic & Well
• Wall AC
• In Floor Heat
• 100 AMP Electrical

Landmark Real Estate is 
a highly skilled team of 

commercial & residential 
real estate agents serving 

the greater Mankato area & 
surrounding communities in 

Southern Minnesota.

MLS# 7034341
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We are accepting 
applications for:

1 bedroom apartments
Income guidelines apply

Vouchers accepted

2 bedroom & 3 bedroom 
Rent based on income

Professionally managed by:

SUMMIT
ON SECOND

APARTMENTS
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL

507-201-3474

Johnson  
APARTMENTS 

507-456-9514 
Operating in 

Waseca, Steele, 
Freeborn  
Counties 

johnsonrents.com

Rick’s Appliance

Hours
M-F .... 7:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat ..... 7:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Sunday ................. Closed

Visit our new Showroom!
405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN

507-461-9615
Sales & Service

ricksappliancewaseca.com

Waseca Music 
C O M P A N Y

5 0 7 - 8 3 5 - 2 9 8 0
1 1 1  S o u t h  S t a t e  S t r e e t

YOUR LOCAL MUSIC STORE
Band Instruments • Repairs

Guitars • CD, DVD, & Vinyl

www.guardiannrg.com

AMERICAN MADE 

FARMER OWNED

www.phblawoffice.com

PATTON, HOVERSTEN 
& BERG, PA

Your Trusted 
Local Law 
Offices for 
Over 50 
Years

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Waseca Music 
C O M P A N Y

5 0 7 - 8 3 5 - 2 9 8 0
1 1 1  S o u t h  S t a t e  S t r e e t

YOUR LOCAL MUSIC STORE
Band Instruments • Repairs

Guitars • CD, DVD, & Vinyl

13 NORTH 
EXPRESS 

LUBE
NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED!

507-833-7667

1201 North State St.
Waseca, MN 56093

715 S State St, Waseca, MN 

(507) 835-8615

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

PIONEER

WASECA COUNTY

(507) 837-6767
news@wasecacountypioneer.com

NEWS FOR LOCALS
BY LOCALS

Daniel J.
Johnson
���������	
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115 North State Street, Waseca
(507) 201-2484   

Barb & Mark Buker

Personalized 
PRINTINGPRINTING
&APPAREL

100 S. STATE ST - WASECA MN
PHONE: (507) 835-7565

INFO@PPRINTWASECA.COM

Bluejays
Merch &
Apparel

You
Want it? 

We
Make it!

Custom
Printing
& Design

gregwilmesroofing.net

(507) 202-7070

GREG WILMES
EXTERIORS

810 N. State St. Waseca,MN 56093

wasecafloral.com
rickmorris982@gmail.com

(507) 835-3790

Dennis 

Steffel

Omtvedt

109 3rd Street NE

Waseca, MN 56093

Funeral  and 

Cremation Service

405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN

507-461-9615
Sales & Service

Rick’s Appliance
ricksappliancewaseca.com

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610
teschservice@mediacombb.net

Check out our 
Eco-friendly, 
artful, Paper  
& Bamboo or 
Walnut cases 
for the iPhone, 
Handmade in 
Waseca, MN!

twigcase.com
since 2011

JOHNSON 
APARTMENTS

JOHNSONRENTS.COM

507-456-9514
OPERATING IN

WASECA, STEELE, 
& FREEBORN COUNTIES

SWEET - SOMMERS 
VFW POST 1642

113 E Elm Ave
Waseca, MN 56093

(507) 835-1811

• Since 1942 •

Great Home Cooking
Catering • Full Breakfast Menu

Daily Lunch Specials

104 State Street
 Waseca MN
835-1259

BATTENFELD
LAWN CARE

Zach Battenfeld

507-521-0226
zachbattenfeld@gmail.com

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS .COM

LAND AUCTION
156.5 AC± | 1 TRACT
RENVILLE CO, MN

OPEN HOUSE: 6/29/24 | 10AM-1PM
COUNTY ROAD 1, DANUBE, MN 56230

IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE, LLC
GREG GRACZYK, AGENT: 320.420.5196

BRYCE MCVICKER, AGENT: 507.430.8518

IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE LLC (40316821) | Jeff Evans, Minnesota Broker, License # 40316820 | Joe Gizdic, Director, Ranch & Farm Auctions, 217.299.0332
Greg Graczyk, Minnesota Land Specialist for Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC, 320.420.5196 | Bryce McVicker, Minnesota Land Specialist for Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC. 507.430.8518

ONLINE ONLY 7/11/24
BIDDING ENDS AT 4:00 PM

Please join us in celebrating the life of Debra on
Tuesday, July 2, 2024. Graveside memorial services at 
Woodville Cemetery in Waseca at 11 AM, followed by 

lunch at Saint Johns Lutheran Church.  
All are welcome to attend. Thank you so much!

Celebration of life for 
Debra Rietfort-Wisely

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON 
PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL TAX ABATEMENT 

   Waseca County will conduct a public hearing pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 469.1812 
to 469.1815 for the purpose of receiving oral and/or written comments for a proposed 
Residential Tax Abatement (2024-23) for the County portion of property taxes for a new 
residential structure to be built on property within the City of Waseca, as described as follows:  
Lot One (1), Block Two (2), Fox Meadows 2nd Addition.  The Parcel Identification number is 
17.285.0210. 

 The public hearing will convene at approximately 9:30 A.M., Tuesday July 2, 2024 in the 
Waseca County Board Room, 300 North State Street, Waseca, MN  56093. 
 The County’s abatement term cannot exceed 100% of the County’s share of annual 
taxes for up to three years.  The total abatement of the County’s share of taxes on this parcel 
described above shall not exceed $6060.33 in total.   

Waseca County held a hearing on and approved the City of Waseca and Waseca County 
Residential Tax Abatement Program on May 16, 2023.       

Pertinent information is on file at Waseca County Planning & Zoning.  Persons wishing to 
make written comment may do so by mailing them to Waseca County, 300 North State Street, 
Waseca MN 56093. 
Waseca County.  
Published in the Waseca County Pioneer on Friday, June 21, 2024. 

SUBSCRIBESUBSCRIBE  

$59 ........... in Waseca County
$69 ...  in State of Minnesota 
$79 .................. Outside State

Call, EMAIL, 
or STOP IN 

OUR OFFICE!

WASECA’s ONLY LOCALLY OWNED 
and OPERATED NEWSPAPER!

NEWS FOR LOCALS
BY LOCALS

PIONEER

WASECA COUNTY

111 WeST ELM AVE, Waseca, MN

(507) 837-6767
news@wasecacountypioneer.com
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JANESVILLE JOURNAL - “Adapt” and  
“overcome” were two words for part of the Miss 
Janesville 2024 pageant at the Janesville-Waldorf-
Pemberton School Auditorium on Thursday, June 
13. 

Despite some technical difficulties causing a 
hitch in the show, the pageant went on smoothly 
the rest of the way. 

Ariana Aguilar received the 2024 crown and 
sash as she became the new Miss Janesville; 
Madyn Holland and Victoria Blomstrom are her 
attendants. The three, along with Lilly Ewert, were 
vying for the title.  

Genna Mueller was selected among nine con-
testants to become 2024’s Little Miss Janesville. 
The pageant featured Brandon Johnson and Kristin 
Ziemke as the masters of ceremony: Becky Bor-
neke provided some musicianship on the piano. 
The judges for the evening were Carrie Moriarty, 
Kylie Bohnert, and Sherri Wakefield. 

The theme for this year’s pageant was a swanky 
soiree that brought the audience back to the Roar-
ing ‘20s. The opening number was, appropriately, 
“All that Jazz.” 

All four Miss Janesville contestants nearly 
glowed in their gowns as they responded to inter-
view questions.  

Ewert was asked, “If you were to become Miss 
Janesville, how would you contribute to the com-
munity?” 

“I believe that being Miss Janesville means 
being a big role model for younger kids,” Ewert 
responded. “I believe that younger kids should 
learn to be themselves and have people love them 
for who they are and not try to be anyone else.” 

Blomstrom’s question was related to her future 
ambition of being a teacher. “How do you plan to 
make an impact through elementary education?” 

“I have always enjoyed leaving an impact and 
working with younger children,” she replied. “I 
love encouraging them to be themselves no matter 
what other people think because other people’s 
opinions do not define who they are. I want to 
work with them, and that would help me in my fu-
ture career and using my leadership skills.” 

Aguilar’s question was, “What advice would 
you give to a child, and why?” 

“Some advice I would give to a child would be, 
whenever an opportunity comes to you, always 
take it, because you never want to live with re-
gret,” she answered. “I remember my freshman 
year in high school when I didn’t go out for the 
high school musical. I was pretty upset about it. 
So, I went out for it the next year, and I saw what 
an incredible opportunity it was, and I haven’t re-
gretted it since.” 

Holland’s question was, “How do you measure 
success?” 

“I measure success in the failures that I make 
because I learn from them at the end of the day,” 
she responded. “If I get a bad grade on a test, I 
learn to study more. At the end of the day, it’s not 
a failure for me. It’s a learning experience. It is a 
learning curve, but it’s one that I can get over and 
not deal with in the future.” 

The contestants then showed off their talents, 
starting with Ewert performing a great vocal ren-
dition of Jennifer Hart’s “Half the Man” with Bor-
neke on piano. When it came time for 
Blomstrom’s vocal performance of Lady A’s 
“American Honey,” the audio went haywire. 

While Borneke tried fixing the issues, Johnson 
gave the audience a taste of his comedy by sharing 
some Christian-friendly swear words. Miss Janes-
ville 2023 Sophia Coulsey also shared a memory 
of when she and first attendant Abby Sobolik 
found out they both shared a fear of clowns; they 
were nearly driven to tears by a group of them dur-
ing a parade in Le Center. 

With the audio not cooperating, Plan B was to 
play the backing tracks of Blomstrom’s perform-
ance through a phone and use a mi-
crophone to amplify the sound. After 
showing great patience, Blomstrom 
drew excitement from the crowd with 
her performance. Holland put her 
public speaking skills to good use, 

sharing a monologue called “More Than Just a 
Crown and Sash.” The monologue featured a 
slideshow highlighting past Miss Janesville roy-
alty and their accomplishments and showing many 
events centered around Hay Daze. 

Aguilar capped off the talent portion of the show 
with a beautiful clarinet cover of Elvis Presley’s 
“Can’t Help Falling In Love,” with Borneke ac-
companying her on piano. As the judges tabulated 
scores, Coulsey performed a vocal solo of Pink’s 
“Cover Me In Sunshine.” The Little Miss Janes-
ville candidates also entertained the crowd with a 
dance routine to Hilary Duff’s “What Dreams Are 
Made Of.” Emcees Johnson and Ziemke presented 
a medley of songs from “The Greatest Showman.” 

Coulsey then gave her farewell speech as Miss 
Janesville. “As I stand here tonight, I am faced 
with the realization that my time as Miss Janesville 
has come to an end. It has been an honor and a 
privilege to represent this community throughout 
the past year, and I am grateful for the opportuni-
ties, trust, and support you have provided. This 
year would not have been possible without so 
many people, and I appreciate every single indi-
vidual who has been part of this journey.” 

She teared up halfway through her speech as she 
talked about her mother. “No detail was ever 
skipped over with my mom, and she made sure I 

got the most out of my experience with Miss Ja-
nesville. My mom drove me to the parades, helped 
me pick outfits — even when I had my Miss 
Drama Queen Janesville moments — and even 
funded my trip to the St. Paul Winter Carnival, 
where I got to meet so many people and educated 
them about what Janesville has to offer. None of 
this would have been possible without my mom, 
and I am forever grateful to her.” 

With that, she signed off as Miss Janesville 
2023, took one last walk, and crowned Aguilar 
Miss Janesville 2024. 

Along with the crownings, the contestants won 
cash prizes. Holland, who was named first atten-
dant, received $100 along with the title; she also 
won the $25 prize which came with the talent 
award. Blomstrom earned $50 as the second atten-
dant. She was also named Miss Congeniality, an 
award based on votes cast by all the candidates; 
each one chooses a fellow candidate who is con-
genial, charismatic, and supportive. Along with the 
title of Miss Janesville 2024, Aguilar received a 
$300 award. Everyone’s reaction to receiving their 
crown and sash was terrific to see. Aguilar’s re-
sponse to winning Miss Janesville was joyful 
tears. Her beaming smile as she took her first walk 
made it obvious she was delighted.  

Janesville 
Beauty 
Pageant

tainment for the evening to a tem-
porary stage inside a tent: The 
rain throughout the day had made 
the outdoor Guardian Energy 
Stage too wet to use. 

Although the band Family Tra-
dition had no problems playing 
their set, dark clouds loomed dur-
ing Junk FM’s soundcheck. Al-
though they were able to play, the 
power cut out in the middle of 
their set. Heavy thunderstorms 
kept crew members working ener-
getically to keep pools of water 
from forming and splashing down 
on the crowd. 

Although the power was re-
stored, storms showed no signs of 
slowing down. Those attending 
the performance were eventually 
instructed to leave the tent. While 
some braved the heavy down-
pours and lightning to head home, 
many went to the Purple Goose to 
seek shelter and continue the 
party. The saloon was so packed 
there were no open seats and 
barely any standing room. 

Sunday saw a scorching end to 
Hay Daze; temperatures reached 
the mid-80s, and the rain left the 
air humid. Strong winds picked 
up during the parade. The after-

noon ended with some bingo; mu-
sical entertainment was offered by 
members of the JWP Swing 
Show, who performed solos, 
duets, and in groups. 

While the weather certainly 
kept things interesting, Hay Daze 
was once again a great success, 
with hundreds in attendance 
throughout the week and about a 
thousand at the peak of all the ac-
tivities during the weekend. 

■ Hay Daze 
 from Page 1

Daniel J.
Johnson
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Our Services
• Tax Planning & Return Preparation Services
• Estate and Trust Planning & Tax Preparation
• Financial Planning
• Accounting Services
• Bookkeeping
• Payroll Services

Hours: 
Mon - Thu

8 am - 4 pm
Fri

8 am - 12 pm

115 North State Street, 
Waseca, MN 56093
(507) 201-2484   

I’m Daniel J. Johnson. For the past 
13 years, I’ve proudly served our 
community by o昀ering personal-
ized accounting services for you 
and your small business. From 

tax preparation and bookkeeping 
to 昀nancial planning, I’m here to 
provide you with professional, 

trustworthy, and reliable assistance. 
Let’s work together and make your 

昀nancial dreams a reality!

50th Wedding Anniversary Celebration
in honor of Marvin & Kathy Guse

Please join us Sunday, June 30, 2024
Open House 1-4 pm

Trinity Lutheran Church Discipling Center
412 North Main St., Janesville, MN 56048

No gifts, please.

Hay Daze

Members of the JWP National Honor Society and FCCLA  
spent the morning of Saturday, June 15, 2024 running the 
Hay Daze Kiddie Carnival at the Whispering Creek Nursing 
Home.

2024 Miss Janesville Royalty: Miss Janesville - Ariana Aguilar; Second Attendant - 
Victoria Blomstrom; First Attendant - Madyn Holland; Little Miss Janesville - Genna 
Mueller. Below participants in the Hay Daze parade.
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