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Night out

Senior card games
12:15 p.m. Fridays

Card playing enthusiasts
should keep the Waseca Area
Senior Center card game ses-
sions in mind. The Center, lo-
cated at 308 N State St. in
Waseca, hosts them every Friday
beginning at 12:15.

* *x *

Waseca Braves
play Saturday at 2

p-m. in Jordan

The Waseca Braves will play
in Jordan at 2 p.m. on Saturday.
If they win they play Sunday
night at 7 p.m. If they lose, they
play at 1:30 p.m.

* *x *

Hofmann Apiaries
Open House 4 p.m.
Saturday Aug. 19

The Waseca County Historical
Society and Larry and Jan Hof-
mann of Janesville are holding
an open house Saturday, Aug. 19
from noon to 4 p.m. at their
event location, 4661 420th Ave
in Janesville.

* *x %

Tuscan Lodge Nr 77
Tuscan Lodge Number 77
holds meetings every fourth
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m.
at the Masonic Temple in
Waseca, 831 Third Ave NE.

* *x %

Annual Corn and

Burger Feed Aug. 25
The Waldorf Fire and Rescue
Department is hosting its annual
corn and burger feed on Friday,
Aug. 25. The dinner is from
5:30-8:30 p.m. and a dance fol-
lows at 8:30 p.m. $10 for the
meal and $15 for the dinner and
dance. Kids under 5 are free.
Events will be held in or near the
Waldorf Community Center.

* *x %

Waldorf Car and

Truck Show Aug. 25

Members of the Waldorf Days
Committee will be hosting a Car
and Truck Show from 4-7:30
p.m. Aug. 25. MyGlobalDJ will
be providing music with a Kids’
Zone held between 4:30-5:30
p-m. Prizes will be given away at
the Kids’ Zone.

* *x *

New Richland’s
Night to Unite Aug. 8

at 6 p.m.

New Richland Police Dept.
will be hosting Night to Unite
Aug. 8 at 6 p.m. at City Park in
New Richland. They will have
hot dogs, chips and cookies. The
fire department and ambulance
will have their trucks there to
check out.

* * %

Relay For Life of
Steele/Waseca
County. Sept. 23

from 5-10 p.m.

Steele/Waseca County will be
having a Relay For Life event
from 5-10 p.m. at the Steele
County Fairgrounds. There will
be a silent auction, entertain-
ment, survivor recognition, raf-
fle, kids activities and food.

A word from
The Word

Do your best to
present yourself to
God as one ap-
proved, a worker
who has no need to
be ashamed, rightly
handling the word of
truth.

2 Timothy 2:15

Waseca county jail
forced to upgrade

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

After a regularly scheduled inspection of the
Waseca County Jail, the Department of Correc-
tions (DOC) informed county leadership that the
facility risks being downgraded if certain im-
provements are not made before next May.

At this time, the county jail has the capacity to
hold more than 25 prisoners and requires about
8 staff members to operate. Typical daily occu-
pancy, according to county administrator Mi-

chael Johnson, is about 9.

At this time, the facility is listed at class 3, a
“jail,” which is authorized to hold prisoners “365
days a year,” according to Johnson. Statute
specifies a class 2 facility as a “lockup,” and au-
thorizes it to hold prisoners for no more than 90
days. Class 1 is a “holding” facility, not meant
to keep incarcerated individuals for more than
72 hours—essentially long enough for them to
take part in preliminary courtroom activities be-
fore being transferred elsewhere.

Jail continued on 8

OUTDATED - Built in the late 1960s, the Waseca County jail has already out-
lasted Department of Correction expectations by 25 years.

Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

STAYING COOL - TOP: Volunteers at Nite to Unite. BOTTOM LEFT: Lifeguards and Police Officer Nick Wellman cool off in the air
conditioning. From left: Haydn Lynch, Britney Ross, Tegan Flatau, Wellman, Morgan Ebnet, Jadyn Olsem and Brielle James.
BOTTOM RIGHT: Luz Natalia won a bike.

Pioneer photos by Amelia Roessler

Nite to Unite attracts hundreds

By AMELIA ROESSLER
Editorial Assistant

The Waseca Nite to Unite held
from 5 to 7 p.m. Tuesday at the wa-
terpark brought a few hundred
people in for the sixth year.

Nite to Unite is organized by the
police department and put on “to
allow the community to relax and in-
teract with police, fire and EMS in
order to build partnerships that create
awareness and increase public
safety,” according to the city police
department’s Facebook post.

This year’s Nite to Unite featured
free admission to the waterpark; a
free meal which included grilled hot
dogs, chips, water, and freeze pops;
and drawings which gave away two
bikes and backpacks from Walmart.

“It’s for the community and bring-
ing them together to showcase our
parks,” said Penny Vought, Waseca’s
Chief of Police. “We’ve found it to
be very beneficial and it lets people
have fun.”

Vought and council member Sta-
cey Schroeder shared their recollec-

tions regarding the history of Nite to
Unite and its beginnings more than
twenty years ago. They discussed
how they believe it originated as a
house party for a neighborhood
watch, then expanded to a block
party, and eventually became the
large-scale event held first at Trow-
bridge Park, then the fairgrounds and
now the waterpark.

“We’ve done it here just because
we have the facility,” says co-
planner, Officer Nick Wellman, ob-
serving that the setting makes it

“easy to bring people together.”

Wellman said the important part is
bringing neighbors together to get to
know each other and enjoy one
another's company. He explained that
was part of the reason such a variety
of activities was offered, so there
would be something for everyone,
whether at the pool, talking with the
officers and firefighters giving out
food, listening to artist Melissa
Schulz sing live music, or with the
lifeguards handing out water bal-
loons.

YOUNG LOVE - Dolores and Marvin Sommers early in their
marriage. They farmed for more than 30 years in Wilton town-

ship.

Contributed photo

Dolores, 101
years youndg

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

“Alot of hard work, I guess.”

When lifelong area resident Do-
lores Sommers says it takes “hard
work” to reach the age of 101, she’s
not talking about exercise machines.

“She was always a busy lady!” ex-
claims her daughter, Marsha Voll-
brecht.

Now a resident at Colony Court,
Dolores celebrated her 101st birth-
day on Wednesday, August 2. Born
in 1922 “out on the farm,” she was
the oldest of four children.

She married Marvin Sommers in
1949, and the two of them took on
the operation of a dairy farm in Wil-
ton Township from 1950 until retir-
ing in 1987. They raised four
children: Marsha, Debbie, Dennis
and Mark, born between 1953 and
1960.

“I no sooner got done washing

diapers,” Dolores remembers, laugh-
ing, “than the next one would come
along.”

In addition to operating the—at the
time—350-acre farm, the couple
milked about 25 head of dairy cattle.

They also raised poultry including
chickens, ducks and geese. They
sold eggs, both serving buyers who
would visit the farm and delivering
to regular customers in town.

Butchered poultry was also for
sale. Marsha describes times in the
fall when the extended family, aunts,
uncles, cousins, would arrive at each
others’ farms in turn to set up an as-
sembly line of sorts, butchering
sometimes dozens of birds to be de-
livered fresh to customers or frozen.

“I kept a large garden,” Dolores
remembers. She names an extensive

Sommers continued on 6

WASECA COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

County
allocates
$50,000
to district

By AMELIA ROESSLER
Editorial Assistant

Introduction of new staff
and discussion of the Ripar-
ian fund dominated the Au-
gust 1 regular meeting of
Waseca County Commis-
sioners.

The meeting started off
with the introduction of new
staff by Sheriff Jay Dulas,
Public Health Director Sarah
Berry, and Court Services Di-
rector John Schiro. Dulas in-
troduced deputies Mary
Ulrich and Brandon Herman
and welcomed them to the
Waseca department. He also
introduced Sarah Sundve as
the new dispatcher and Erin
Heitkamp, the Sheriff office’s
summer intern from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota-Twin
Cities.

Berry introduced the public
health department’s three
new hires: Taylor Merges,
Kirston Janike, and Andrea
Kronbach; Schiro introduced
Carrie Deml and John Frid,
who recently joined the court
services office.

The Land and Water Re-
source staff presented three
separate contracts regarding
cover crop cost share projects
within Waseca County. All
three were eventually ap-
proved, but only after lengthy
discussion regarding whether
growers should be able to de-
cide for themselves whether
to harvest and sell the crop,
or would be required to leave
all plantings as cover crop
only, receiving a flat rate
reimbursement of $40 per
acre.

As discussed at the July 18
commissioner meeting, the
board members approved the
finance of the Youth Mental
Health Navigator Program,
which is meant to help stu-
dents and families gain ac-
cess to mental health
resources and services. The
board allocated $50,000 over
five years; funds will be
drawn from opioid settlement
dollars..

Board members approved
installing a new bathroom,
septic system and dump sta-
tion at Courthouse Park using

Waseca continued on 12
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Compostings

by Al Batt

People hate math
until they get a receipt

ECHOES FROM THE there.”
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING I protested because it was our
I didn’t catch a single fish on field.

my trip to Ontario.

How come?

I couldn’t tell a single one from
a married fish.

He responded, “And it’s the
work of a good farmer.”

BAD JOKES
DEPARTMENT
Lawrence Welk had twin
daughters—Anna 1, Anna 2.

I was hit by a violin, a clarinet
and a French horn. It was an or-
chestrated attack.

A cow, a pig and a chicken walk
into a BBQ joint. The end.

Yoda’s last name is Ladywho.

Someone phoned me, sneezed
and then hung up. It was a cold
call.

DRIVING BY BRUCE'S
DRIVE

I have a wonderful neighbor
named Bruce. Whenever I pass his
drive, thoughts occur to me. I was
thinking about the great job I once
had at a helium balloon factory.
My boss spoke highly of me.
People weren’t supposed to leave
the balloons in a hot car because
helium expands in the heat and
could cause the balloons to pop. I
had no balloons in my car to pop,
but it was so hot, I saw a robin
blow on a worm before eating it.
Air conditioning is a wonderful
thing. I grew up without it. It was
a learning experience. I learned as
a teenager that if I was going to
take off my clothes and open all
the windows on a scorcher of a
day, I should get off the school bus
first. I spent a few days putting on
miles and miles of miles on my
car, which caused me to realize
that U-Haul has the worst drivers
on the road.

I walked down another road. I
wore sandals that are fond of pick-
ing up pebbles. I picked one up
and began walking that weird way
I do when I’m stepping on a wet
floor in front of a person holding a
mop. I hoped the pebble might
tumble out. One of my coaches,
Tom Smith, told me to walk things
off. He gave that advice no matter
what was the injury. If I'd have had
two broken legs and a stubbed toe,
he’d have told me to walk it off, so
I figured it would apply to a pebble
under my foot. I tried to walk it off,
but I must suffer from a gravel-in-
tolerance. As I walked, the pebble chickadee’s song is a simple two-
grew to be the size of a boulder. I  note whistled “fee-bee” or “sweet-
watched a YouTube video on how ie.”
to remove a pebble from a sandal
safely and I followed the proper
pebble removal protocol.

IVE LEARNED

People hate math until they get
a store receipt.

You’re getting old if you re-
member when politicians resigned
amid a scandal.

A cellphone can replace a
watch, a camera, a GPS, a calen-
dar, an alarm clock and a life.

Nothing seems more like “just
yesterday” than mowing the lawn.

Patience is a virtue at 10 mph
over the speed limit.

NATURE NOTES

Canada geese molt when their
goslings are about one-month old
in late June or early July. They are
flightless for 4-5 weeks and regain
their flight feathers about the time
their goslings reach the flight
stage.

I’d been on the road and staying
in a hotel. Across the street were
stores of every kind. I wanted to
get a large bottle of iced tea to put
in my room’s refrigerator and de-
cided to walk to a store. | won-
dered aloud, “But which store
should I go to?” A chickadee whis-
tled, “Hy-Vee.” The black-capped

Erica McAlister, a curator of
Diptera (flies) at the Museum of
Natural History in London, re-
ported there are an estimated 17
million flies per person in the
world. I don’t know who counted
them.

Raccoons let us know when the
sweet corn is ripe. Vultures fly in
circles because they are buffering.

POOR FARMER VERSUS A
GOOD FARMER

My father said you could tell a
poor farmer from a good farmer by
the number of weeds in his fields.
A weedy field was brought about
by a poor farmer or poor land. I
went with Dad on a Sunday after-
noon drive. He claimed you were-
n’t a true farmer unless you’d gone
into the ditch at least once while
looking at a neighbor’s crops. Dad
was a true farmer. He pointed at a
weed-free field and said, “That’s
the work of a good farmer right

MEETING ADJOURNED

“Life is short, and we have
never too much time for gladden-
ing the hearts of those who are
traveling the dark journey with us.
Oh be swift to love, make haste to
be kind.”—Henri Frederick Amiel.

Minnesota’s new marijuana laws now in effect

Minnesota is now the 23rd state to
make it legal for adults to use mari-
juana recreationally.

That means a lot will change in the
next few months and years. Soon it
will be legal to grow and smoke mar-
jjuana. Cities and counties must
allow licensed cannabis shops to
open. People with certain marijuana
convictions will have them effec-
tively erased.

MPR News host Angela Davis
talked with Sen. Lindsey Port, DFL-
Burnsville, who sponsored the bill
and Beau Kilmer, the McCauley
Chair in Drug Policy Innovation at
RAND, a non-partisan think tank
headquartered in Santa Monica,
Calif.

The three discussed this shift in at-
titude towards and policy about mar-
ijjuana as well as what the new law
means for people who use cannabis
products and those who do not.

Here are 10 key questions and an-
swers about the new Minnesota can-
nabis law.

What does this new law say about
tribal medical marijuana dispen-
saries?

Port: We really wanted to make
sure we respected the sovereignty of
our tribal nations here in Minnesota.
So all of the tribal ability to do their
medical marijuana programs or get
into the recreational side is able to be
done to their specifications through
compacting. So that is sort of the
agreements that they make with the
state government and tribal govern-
ments each year or each couple of
years. We don't restrict it in any way
in the bill. We say that is all a deci-
sion that their sovereign nations

make with the governor, and they are
able to be in control of that.

What does the law say about ex-
pungement?

Port: If you have a misdemeanor
possession, conviction on your
record, it will be automatically ex-
punged. And if you have a felony
conviction for sale or for possession,
it will be looked at by a board indi-
vidually on a case-by-case basis to
see if it should be resentenced into
something smaller or expunged alto-
gether based on the circumstances.

Expungements will happen even
for non-citizens.

Kilmer: The fact that [the law] al-
lows for automatic expungement, I
think it's a really big deal. You know,
when Washington and Colorado first
legalized, you know, 10 years ago,
expungement wasn't part of the con-
versation. And then over time, as
other states legalize, they began to
allow some offenses to be expunged.

But oftentimes, they would still
put the onus on the individual, you
know, they would have to petition
the court, they might have to hire a
lawyer, right. And, you know, in de-
pending on the amount of resources
you have, you know, that would de-
termine whether or not you could ac-
tually have the offense expunged.
But by making it automatic, and kind
of putting the onus on the state. Now,
that's a big deal. And that's going to
make it much more impactful for
Minnesotans.

Are there any restrictions on
where you can use cannabis?

Port: That's gonna depend city to
city. In August, cities will be able to
decide if they want you to be able to

use in public spaces, like at parks. So
a city can adopt a local ordinance just
like they can for smoking.

Just like you can for cigarettes,
people can ban smoking, cities can
ban smoking on public grounds, have
non-smoking areas, things like that.
And that will be the same for public
consumption. You also can't con-
sume it in your motor vehicle, just
like alcohol. And then the final place
where there's a restriction is on
smoking in multifamily units like
apartment buildings.

You can still use edibles, tinctures,
oils, but there is a ban on smoking.
Many landlords banned smoking in
buildings anyway. But that was a
public health concern that we ad-
dressed in the bill.

What are the rules to grow canna-
bis in an outside garden?

Port: You are able to grow eight
plants and up to four of them flower-
ing at any one time. So you can grow
out in your garden, you can grow in-
side, it doesn't matter. It does need to
be sort of cordoned off. So you need
to put a little fence or something
around it if you are growing outside
in a visible place. But you are able to
grow in your backyard or under grow
lights inside.

Kilmer: Most of the places that
have passed legalization in the U.S.
also allow some form of home grow-
ing. Now, in some places it may be
six plants, in some places, it may be
more, but also this idea of having
some plants that are flowering and
some plants that aren't, that's pretty
consistent.

Can employers prohibit the use of
marijuana by their employees?

Port: So we specified a group of
safety-related jobs. If you care for
children, if you care for medical pa-
tients, if you drive a truck, if you
drive a school bus, sort of those
safety-dependent jobs — and there's
a list of them in the bill — then your
employer can still do regular drug
testing. They do have to let you
know that they will continue to do
regular drug testing or if they're
going to.

But if you have a job outside of
that, so you work in retail or you
work in manufacturing or at a ware-
house and you are not in one of those
safety-related jobs, you are able to
use cannabis in your off time.

Obviously, you can't use it while at
work, your employer can still pro-
hibit that and just like you couldn't
show up to work intoxicated on alco-
hol, you also can’t and your em-
ployer could fire you for showing up
intoxicated on marijuana.

Will research be done about the
impact of legalization?

Kilmer: As a researcher, one of the
things I really liked about the bill is
that it allocated over $3 million to the
University of Minnesota to set up a
center for cannabis research.

Port: The University of Minnesota
research grants, specifically, will
document both use and public health
effects, but also the different pro-
ducts and the different types of can-
nabis that are out there and how they
affect public health and public con-
sumption plans.

We also have a baseline survey in
here, which will be done over the

Law continued on 8

This moment will just be another story

Everyone’s version of a day at the
lake is different. Even my lake days
vary from time to time depending on
a couple different things.

First, the lake. A lake day’s vibe
depends heavily on which lake one is
at. For example: spending time at a
lake up north is luxurious and has a
first class feel. It’s more because it’s
usually happening during vacation,
when everything is luxurious—be-
cause there is no work involved.
Going to a lake close to home is tem-
porary, usually for a day or maybe
even a weekend. So for me, a stay at
anearby lake usually feels a bit more
rushed, so the luxury of just enjoying
the time and relaxing doesn’t really
happen.

Then you have the lake day activ-
ities that vary depending on what’s
available. This past weekend I went
on a jet ski for the very first time be-
cause my family doesn’t own one, so
my friend’s family brought theirs. I
went knee boarding for the first time
as well. I highly recommend both;
they were extremely fun. Knee
boarding reminded me of skiing,
something I haven’t done yet during

a lake day this summer.

I’m a skier. Tubing is great, but
having to share a tube with your
sister who is scared of tubing isn’t
really the greatest time. Plus, once
when [ was a kid, the rope pulling the
tube got pulled down into the water
on a turn, and the rope came across
and smacked me in the face, leaving
a giant red mark running across my
nose, which hurt a lot. It also gave
me a nose bleed; I was sure I had
broken my nose, although I hadn't.

Luckily that hadn’t made me fear
for tubing or the water so instead I
took up the next challenging water
sport I could think of - skiing. My
family likes to ski, so I spent a
summer learning how to get up and
stay up, then a couple years enjoying

the thrill of weaving back and forth
in and out of the wake.

There’s power in skiing. It’s a del-
icate balance between gliding atop
the water like a pro and smacking
face first into the water like a car-
toon. I enjoy the tension it brings in
my arms and my back, the balance
and shift in my legs and the wind
whipping through my hair as I try to
focus on breathing.

So I mastered that and it was time
for me to learn to slalom ski, where
you drop one ski and plant both your
feet on one, not needing the two to
balance. This is where I’'m stuck
now. Last summer, [ spent some
good hours getting up on two skis,
going around once, dropping the one
ski, planting my now loose foot on

the other ski, and then promptly fall-
ing face first, somersaulting, or lit-
erally tripping into the water when I
lost my balance trying to move back
into the wake behind the boat. I
would fall so forcefully that my long-
sleeved swimsuit would be rolled up
to my bicep.

So hopefully skiing will be a part
of my next day at a lake. Or tubing.
Or paddleboarding. Or kayaking. All
things I enjoy doing.

And then there’s fishing, another
great lake day activity and one that I
know some people prefer over the
other water sports. I also enjoy fish-
ing, whether that be bobber or trol-
ling.

I am very thankful to live in the
land of 10,000 lakes—and have access
to a handful of them. As a side note,
I will say I was slightly offended and
upset when my Wisconsin-native
roommate told me that Wisconsin ac-
tually has more lakes than Minne-
sota.

My Determination: "This moment
will just be another story someday."
- Stephen Chbosky, The Perks of
Being a Wallflower
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Good news, bad news, and

Two of our readers had significant
birthdays this week: Dolores
Sommers and Helen Fowler. The
Sommers family put a birthday no-
tice in the paper last year when she
turned 100 and did so again this year.
That got me thinking. Deb Bently
really enjoys the company of Helen
Fowler each time they’ve visited.
These over-100 ladies really are fa-
mous (and loved), so, why not send
Deb to chat with Mrs. Sommers?

As my work day was winding
down Tuesday evening, Gloria But-
ler gave me a call to let me know
Mrs. Fowler was celebrating her
103rd birthday at Lakeside Golf
Course. I learned how personable
Mrs. Butler is when I interviewed her
last year as she retired from the in-
surance business at State Farm. I’'m
grateful to see business continuing
smoothly there as Gloria enjoys the
“full week of Saturdays” that is re-
tirement.

Speaking with Gloria last year was
very memorable. At some point most
of my interviews for feature stories
usually stop being a flow of ques-
tions and simply transition into a rich
conversation. That’s what happened
with Gloria, basically from the start.
Those are the best kind of inter-
views/stories. I don’t know if it’s
selfish, but I generally use the excuse
of the newspaper to hear really good
stories in person, and/or through our
writers at the paper. Everyone has a

story, and hearing the best parts over
an hour (or sometimes three) is truly
enriching. I’'m grateful for the oppor-
tunity and the privilege of hearing
about people’s experiences and in-
sights.

Speaking of experiences, [ made it
to the Saturday Braves game. We
won 4-2 and breathed a sigh of relief
as we earned two more games this
season. I kind of had a feeling we
would play poorly on Sunday given
the high stress nature of Saturday’s
game. Unfortunately I was attending
a birthday party and did not make it
Sunday. Well, we lost that one.

So what was the feeling like Sat-
urday? Both coaches, Tink and
Blake, spoke about how it’s hard to
watch from the sidelines. “Players
don’t understand what it’s like.”

They’re both right. I only coached
baseball for two years, and at the
middle school level, but man is it
hard to watch while also being in
charge of the players.

I remember a “relay” gone bad
after which I almost stormed onto the

field. I’'m not much of a “yeller” but
in this instance, I lost my temper a
bit. A parent (I knew all of the par-
ents because of my role with the
newspaper at the time. Oh, and [ was
19.) cautioned me, “Eli, they’re
kids,” or something to that extent. “I
know,” I growled back, “but I just
care.”

Another time I found coaching
hard was when [ wanted to pinch hit
(then eighth-grader) Ben Schoenrock
late in a game we were losing. Ben,
who currently also plays for the
Braves, was on the eighth-grade
team at the time; I was coaching sev-
enth-graders. The move wouldn’t
have been illegal, but it was much
too competitive for that level of ball.
One of my coaching and umping
mentors (I umpired baseball up to the
sophomore level from age 15 until
about 22) pulled me aside and vetoed
my decision. I’'m grateful he did and
I’'m grateful for the lessons learned.

That said, I agree with Tink. I
don’t know how he made it to his age
looking much younger than his years

baseball

in the face of all this baseball-in-
duced stress.

On a more personal note. We will
not be running the Waseca Jail roster
in the paper again. Many readers
asked/requested that we include it; I
was not a particular fan of the idea,
but I am a fan of doing what readers
want. After it appeared last week,
more than one reader reached out via
phone and email. After hearing their
concerns, [ agree. People who are in-
terested in the roster can easily ac-
cess it online: As much as possible, 1
prefer that the Pioneer remain a
“good news” publication.

“Alot of times good news happens
slowly and bad news happens all at
once. And so we tend to focus on the
bad news that’s crashing over us in
waves, and not on the slow long-term
work that people are doing together
to try to make a better world for us
to share.”

— John Green

“Bad news travels at the speed of
light; good news travels like mo-
lasses.”

— Tracy Morgan

“The good news is that every
morning we have the choice; not to
be controlled by circumstances nor
our past but by purposely designing
our day, hence our lives better. Not
to react to life but to respond with
love.”

— Bernard Kelvin Clive
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A family photo taken last summer: In front is Mallory. Behind
her, from left, are Faith, Emily, Joanie, Lyncon, Alison and Kate-
lyn. Also in the picture is the family dog, Bane.

Benefit concert
in NR a delight

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

Genuine delight.

The Blue Ringers concert and
dance sponsored by the Finly’s
Wings philanthropic organization
the evening of Saturday, July 29, was
a welcome evening of fellowship
and fun for Joanie Olson and her
daughters, all of whom came. Along
with them were a few friends and
about 15 members of the Olsons’ ex-
tended family.

“It made me feel truly good to see
my daughters enjoying the music,
dancing with their cousins and
friends, and mingling with the
crowd,” recalls Olson. An estimated
250 people or more gathered for the

event which went from 8 p.m. to
midnight. Finly’s Wings covered the
cost of booking the band; everyone
attending was invited to make a do-
nation to be given to the Olson
family.

Olson is a member of the Janes-
ville-Waldorf-Pemberton  school
board, lifelong Janesville area res-
ident, and Spanish Language Arts
teacher for 20 years at NRHEG. Late
this past spring, Lyncon, her husband
of more than 21 years, died suddenly
of a heart attack at age 49. She and
her five daughters, Emily, 20; Faith,
18; Alison, 17; Katelyn, 15; and

Wings continued on 4

Joanie Olson was presented with a reproduction of a famous
piece of art by Mexican artist Frida Kahlo.

Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

Melissa Schulz

Making
waves

Waseca based
musician

Melissa Schulz

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

Waseca-based musician Me-
lissa Schulz is making waves
in southern Minnesota through
her ongoing string of perform-
ances at local festivals, fairs,
breweries, and more. Some of
Schulz’s recent bookings in-
clude Waseca’s Lakefest and
the Waseca and Rice County
fairs. A classically trained pia-
nist and singer, Schulz per-
forms songs from an array of
genres including pop, country,
jazz, rock, and anywhere in be-
tween. In addition to a con-
stant stream of gigs as a live
musician, she is a voice and
piano teacher with nine stu-
dents under her wing.

Schulz is a native of Du-
buque, lowa and earned a
bachelor degree in music per-
formance and education at
Decorah’s Luther College. “I
wasn’t sure which way I
wanted to go, so I chose both,”
said Schulz. She said she had
opera and broadway dreams,
but worked as a music teacher
at a few public schools in her
20s when she didn’t feel ready
“to go gung-ho into the per-
forming route.” During a
period of reflection, Schulz
took on a variety of jobs like
working at a call center and
clinic, leading ZUMBA dance
classes, and substitute teaching
at Waterville-Elysian-Morris-
town Schools. Around that
time, Schulz began teaching
lessons at her music studio in-
dependently. Starting in 2011,
for four years, she was also a
dance teacher for Waseca
Community Education.

After leaving her Com-
munity Ed position, Schulz

Schulz continued on 5

WASECA COUNTY

Annual
church
night

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

“There you go,” says Christ Com-
munity youth pastor Scott Bryant en-
thusiastically. “Thanks for coming!”

Bryant has a row of rainbow-col-
ored ice treats in front of him, and
they’re disappearing quickly as folks
come from conversations at the well-
filled Northeast Park pavilion picnic
tables for a light dessert.

“We planned for about 300
people,” says Bryant of the crowd.
“We probably had a fair number
more than that, since we’ve started to
run out of food.”

Hot dogs, chips and beverages
were on the menu, and have been
being served for most of two hours
as the iced treats continue to dis-
appear. All around Bryant’s serving
location, families are talking; chil-
dren are playing on the nearby equip-
ment while adults supervise.

Christ Community Church, lo-
cated just across the street from
Northeast Park, has reserved not only
the pavilion, but also the nearby wa-
terpark for this evening’s events. The
meal they are serving is free to all
comers.

The purpose of the gathering,
Bryant says, is to broaden the
church’s presence in the community.
The church has recently finished its
summer Vacation Bible School pro-
gram and is looking forward to its
fall programs for children and youth.

“We wanted to provide an event
that served families, that gave them
a setting where they could mingle
and enjoy fellowship.”

Christ Community Church has
been in Waseca since the 1960s. Its
250 members are currently served by
both Bryant, in charge of youth pro-
grams, and senior pastor Rick Wulf.
In addition to its regular worship ses-

Top, five-year-old Aubrey Heroff balances her way across the floating obstacles as helpful adult
Adam Troyer watches for her safety.
Left, Christ Community Church youth pastor Scott Bryant distributes frozen treats during the
church’s evening of fellowship at Northeast Park in Waseca.
Right, Christ Community Church office manager Jeannie Hadley serves hot dogs during the
free meal offered the evening of Sunday, July 30.

sions, the church offers a Spanish
service on Monday evenings.
Bryant estimates that roughly 40
percent of the people present this
evening are members of Christ Com-
munity. The rest, he says, are likely
present because of the extensive out-
reach members have done to invite
families for the evening. He says he
is thrilled that so many families are

joining in on the sense of community
which the evening is meant to pro-
vide.

“And we plan for even more over
at the waterpark,” he observes.
There, the church has paid to open
the swimming facilities free of
charge for all comers.

In the pool, people of all ages
enjoy the variety of facilities; by 7:30

Pioneer photos by Deb Bently

p-m., nearly 400 people have already
arrived.

“This is really fun,” comments
diving board gymnast Ashton Hayes.
“It was really nice of the church to
do this for us.”

“I’ve never come here before,”
comments one nearby adult. “This is
a great park...and we all get to swim
for free!”

Some of my favorite fishing experiences

I’ve had a couple of wonderful
fishing experiences this summer. Pier
fishing is available to people who
don’t own a boat but enjoy fishing
from shore. I decided to head to
Fountain Lake in Albert Lea to fish
from a pier. I took some buddies
along, since angling alone isn’t my
cup of tea: I enjoy conversation and
company whenever I go.

It was a hot summer day; fishing
from a floating dock was spectacular.
We caught bluegills of all sizes, some
were 8-9 inches and great size for a
fish meal. I caught a trophy one just
under 11 inches; in my younger years
that big guy would have gone on the
wall. We threw enough fish for meat
into a bucket and helped two ladies
and daughter put gills in their bucket.
Their husbands work at Hormel in

Bits and Pieces
by Dave Zika

Austin and they wanted to surprise
them with a fish supper. I wonder if
the ladies cleaned them? When I re-
turned home, I cleaned mine-had
enough for a meal and decided to
present a meal to those who appreci-
ate them. Time for a random act of
kindness. I went out to Waseca -
Clarks Grove Vet Clinic with a cou-
ple of bags of fresh sunfish filets. Sue
Borglum is a wonderful employee
who assists pet owners daily, always

with a smile. Sophie cuts and grooms
hair and nails for our wonder dog
Sammie, always doing a first class
job. Sammie really enjoys her bath
and hair styling. Every time I pick
her up, she prances out, head held
high, a real lady. Sue and Sophie
both enjoyed a fresh meal of fish.
Jim Panzram had been trolling for
northern pike in an area lake. To my
delight, he invited me to tag along.
Jim trolls with an ancient lure called

the spoonplug; you can’t buy them
anymore. The spoonplug is made of
curved metal and has eyes resem-
bling an owl; it trolls right to the bot-
tom. If you have any for sale please
call Dave Zika. Jim handed me a
thick, 5 ft. rod with heavy, colored
line. He instructed me to let out a
section of line to the purple color,
and away we went trolling his hot
spots at 4 mph.

It was a hot summer day and we
trolled from 2-4 p.m. in the heat of
the day. I experienced something I’d
book a trip to Canada for. I caught
and landed 7 northern pike ranging
from 26” to 34” long, in two hours
of fishing. The biggest weighed just

Deanna Summers

Summers
honored

Roger J. Wolfe
award celebrated
during annual
MVAC dinner

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

Deanna Summers of Janes-
ville was honored posthumously
by the Minnesota Valley Action
Council (MVAC) with the 2023
Roger J Wolfe service award.
Before her sudden death in
2021, Summers helped organize
and start Simply Saved Thrift
Store, serving on the board of
directors, managing the fi-
nances, and planning the annual
fashion show fundraiser. She
was a co-president of Janesville
Matters where she worked tire-
lessly writing grants and fund-
raising for various
improvements to the Janesville
community. She also vol-
unteered with Trinity Lutheran
Church and School, Big Sisters,
school reading programs, and
community education crafting
classes. She was a member of
Trinity Lutheran Church in Ja-
nesville.

The Roger J. Wolfe Achieve-
ment Award was established in
memory of Roger J. Wolfe who
served on the MVAC Board of
Directors for 22 years. During
this time, Roger contributed his
time and energy to help improve
the lives of others. This honor
goes to someone who symbol-
izes the ideals that Roger repre-
sented.

MVAC announced this award
during its 57th annual meeting
and awards dinner, during which
numerous other honorees were
named.

MVAC honored an
“achiever” or a “supporter”
from each of the nine counties
that represent the agency service
area.

Honored as an “achiever” in
Waseca County was Peyton
Crow. The criteria to be selected
is to be someone receiving
MVAC services who demon-

Zika continued on 6
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Delency Sutlief

Delency Louis Sutlief, age 88 of
Waseca, died Sunday, July 30,
2023, at Mayo Health System —
Mankato.

Born on March 25, 1935, in
Waseca, a son of the late Austin
and Esther (Duitman) Sutlief. He
was baptized as an infant on May
6, 1935. He graduated from Cen-
tral High School in Waseca, Min-
nesota. In April of 1958, he was
drafted in the United States Army
during the Korea Occupation, serv-
ing until April of 1960. He would
continue in the Army Reserves
until his honorable discharge in
March of 1964 earning the rank of
Sergeant E5. On May 5, 1962, he
married JoAnn Sutter at First Con-
gregational Church in Waseca. He
would go on to work the next 45
years as a Laborer for Birds Eye
General Food’s in Waseca until his
retirement in 1997. Following his
retirement, he found joy in being a
bus driver for many years for
Waseca Area Schools. He was an
active member of the Waseca
VFW Sweet-Sommers Post 1642
and was also a member of First
Congregational Church in Waseca.
Delency loved his family, being
active in VFW events, playing
cards with his brothers, calling
Bingo, and reading western books.

He is survived by his wife of 61
years, JoAnn Sutlief of Waseca;
children, Lisa (Scott) Borst of Wa-
terville, Michael (Leann) Sutlief of
Waseca, Mitchell Sutlief of
Waseca, Denise (Kelly) Pforr of
Prior Lake, Craig Sutlief of
Waseca; eight grandchildren, Na-
tasha Sutlief of Virginia, Minne-
sota, Cayla (Blu) Anderson of
Kitzville, Minnesota, Joshua Sut-
lief (Anne Wetherbee) of Fay-
etteville, Georgia, Jon Borst of
Plymouth, Minnesota, Tyler Borst
of Owatonna, Michael Sutlief of

Delency Sutlief

Owatonna, Brandon (Hannah) Sut-
lief of Pella, lowa, Layne Pforr of
Prior Lake; great-grandchildren,
Warren Sutlief, LeAura and Lottie
Melheim, Bryant and Wyatt Kun-
kel; one brother, Rolland Sutlief of
Treasure Island, Florida. He is pre-
ceded in death by his parents; four
brothers Donald and his wife Aud-
rey, Byron, Orville, Melvin and his
wife Virginia Sutlief; two sisters
Virgie Lehman and her husband
Lester and Pearl Peterson and her
husband Arvid; sister-in-law
Cleone Sutlief.

In honoring his wishes, he will
be cremated. A Memorial Service
was on Wednesday, August 2,
2023, at 11:00 AM at First Congre-
gational Church in Waseca with
Reverend Ken Andrs officiating.
Burial followed in the Woodyville
Cemetery in Waseca. Visitation
was held two hours prior to the
service at the church. Following
the burial, all were invited to the
Waseca VFW Sweet-Sommers
Post 1642 for a time of fellowship
with the family. Dennis-Steffel-
Omtvedt Funeral and Cremation
Service handled the arrangements.

Dsofuneral.com

Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt

Marilyn Lykken

Marilyn J. (Danielson) Lykken,
age 82 of Waseca, died Monday,
July 31, 2023, in Redwood Falls,
Minnesota.

Born April 14, 1941, in Lanes-
boro, MN, a daughter of the late
Elnor and Myrtle (Olson) Daniel-
son. She graduated from Lanes-
boro High School, Class of 1959.
On February 1, 1974, she married
Richard Lykken in South Dakota.
Marilyn loved her family, she en-
joyed fishing, baking, crafting,
knitting, crocheting, and going to
casinos.

She is survived by her husband
Richard; children, Katherine
Bruhn of Burnsville, Lorrie (Brad)
Kohl of Harlan, Iowa, Patricia
(Kevin) Kirchberg of St. Michael,
Tammy (Todd) Zimmerman of
Mankato; grandchildren, Larry
(Romina) Esk of Omaha, Ne-
braska, Jesse (Angie) Bruhn of
Elko New Market, Lindsey Bruhn
of Minneapolis, April (Steve)
Riley of Harlan, Samantha Kirch-
berg (Shayne Zurn) of Maple
Grove, Alex Kirchberg of St. Mi-
chael, Alexis Overholt (Jon Au-
mann) of Des Moines, lowa, Bella
Overholt of Mankato; great-grand-
children, Amelia Bruhn of Elko
New Market, Christina Kirchberg
of St. Michael, Charles Riley of
Harlan, Skyler Rockwell-Esk,
Ashton Rockwell-Esk, Amelia Esk
all of Omaha; siblings, Linda
(Tom) Jensen, Marlys Paulson
(Elvin Paulson), Darlene Suther-
land; sister-in-law, Linda Daniel-

Marilyn Lykken

son; several nieces, nephews and
extended relatives.

She is preceded in death by her
parents; one son, Danny Lykken;
siblings, DeLoyce Danielson
(brother who died in infancy),
Roger Danielson, Gloria Vrieze,
and her husband Nevin, Phyllis
Ellis and her husband David, Ger-
ald Danielson and his wife Barb,
Bob Danielson, Vernon Danielson
and his wife Jackie; sister-in-law;
Marge Danielson; brother-in-law
Bruce Sutherland.

Visitation will be held, Sunday,
August 13, 2023, from 1:00 PM —
3:00 PM at the Dennis-Steffel-
Omtvedt Funeral and Cremation
Service, Third Street Chapel. Den-
nis-Steffel-Omtvedt Funeral and
Cremation Service is handling the
arrangements.

Dsofuneral.com

Council continues to review budget

By JONAH STAFFORD
Staff Writer

Council members continued
their review of the city’s projected
2024 budget at the July 24 Janes-
ville City Council meeting. The
Janesville Police Department’s
general fund budget is expected to
increase by nearly 9% to $720,389
in 2024, compared to $661,610 in
2023. Like other aspects of the
city’s budget that have increased,
it was said by the council to be
partially due to a rise in insurance
costs. The cost of natural gas for
heating was said to have been un-
derestimated last year and was
raised for 2024. Finally, human re-
source allotments were also raised
because of an expected increased
need. City administrator Clinton
Rogers reminded the council that
they have until September to “run
preliminary numbers” on all as-
pects of the budget. Then, it will
be sent for review at the Waseca
County Courthouse.

Janesville’s current accounts re-
ceivable were accepted by the
council. It was noted that while
the city received the first half of
its local government aid (LGA) at
the end of the previous week, that
payment was not reflected in the
documents available at the meet-
ing. The closing of three streets
near Veterans Memorial Park for
the Janesville Night Out on Sun-
day, July 30 was approved by the
council as well.

Police Chief Dave Ulmen re-
ported that two candidates had
been interviewed for a new ser-
geant position in the Janesville
Police Department. Steve Johnson

was chosen for the position by the
department; the council approved
his hiring.

The council discussed updated
designs for new playground
equipment to be installed at Vet-
erans Memorial Park. Although
the equipment cost about $2,000
more than originally planned, the
council agreed to pay the ad-
ditional costs with Park Forward
funds.

The council reported receiving
a quote from ISG of Mankato, re-
garding the cost of building a city
community center, an item that
will be handled at future meetings.
While the possibility of adding a
sales tax to fund the project was
discussed at the previous meeting,
members were since made aware
that due to a recent law, no new
sales tax decisions can be made
until after a moratorium set to end
on June 1, 2025.

Kelsey Carson CPA from Abdo
appeared to deliver the company’s
audit of Janesville’s 2022 budget.
Carson said that the company was
planning on finalizing the report
within the next week. She said
that under generally accepted ac-
counting principles (GAAP),
Abdo found no evidence of mis-
statements or non-compliance of
Minnesota law in the budget.

One auditor recommendation
was made to the council. “The
majority of your cash is sitting in
an account that earns 0.5% inter-
est,” said Carson. “The current
market rate is much higher than
that,” she added, saying that find-
ing a better interest rate would be
worth looking into.

JANESVILLE
CITY COUNCIL

2022’s general fund balance
was $2,132.419. Revenues above
anticipated amounts included an
extra $71,000 in property taxes
and two years of Fire State Aid
from the Minnesota Department
of Revenue. However, other mis-
cellaneous revenues fell short of
what was anticipated by about
$35,000.

Some expenses were also over
budget, due to safety personnel
services and increased engineer-
ing costs for the “safe routes to
school” project. Carson reported
that a main cause for decreased
fund balances was transfers out to
other accounts or projects. The
“safe routes to school” transfer
amounted to $67,000 that was not
budgeted for.

In general revenues, Carson
said that taxes saw “quite an in-
crease,” due to an uptick in levy
and delinquent collection. Carson
said that the city had about
$146,000 in leftover revenues
from 2022 to spend, which are ex-
pected to be used on street im-
provements.

Carson said that the Prairie
Ridge Golf Course’s fund “had a
great year,” with operating re-
ceipts over $450,000 and operat-
ing disbursements of $350,000.
Carson said that this showed a
growth of profit from year to year.
Council members added that
while the golf course is not in
debt, it had to pay interest on a
PPP loan and for golf cart leases
in 2022.

Overall, Carson said that Janes-
ville’s budget was about in line
with other Class 4 Cities in Min-
nesota, including those in Waseca
County.

Council person Ivan Maas said
he recently had a meeting with the
residents of Park Road Plaza
Apartments, who wanted to thank
first responders for being quick to
respond to an emergency call. He
added that community members
wanted to issue a thank you to Ja-
nesville’s power workers for fix-
ing an outage during Hay Daze in
June, despite the Father’s Day
holiday.

Austin Carda of Janesville Boy
Scout Troop 89 spoke about his
plans to renovate Lakeview Park’s
shed in September or October as
his Eagle Scout project. He said
that these repairs are highly nec-
essary, as the lock to the shed is
“smashed” and it has become
prone to break-ins and nesting ani-
mals. Other areas of repair include
cinder blocks that need to be filled
in and fixing the shed’s tin roof.
Carda said that the project is ex-
pected to cost about $2,500 and he
is willing to solicit contributions
at community businesses if he
does not receive that amount from
the city government.

Arnoldt said that the city’s parks
board has already discussed
Carda’s project and he expects the
full $2,500 to be paid from the
equipment fund. “The project
sounds like a terrific idea and
we’re awfully thankful to have
you do it,” said Arnoldt.

m Wings

from Page 3

Mallory, 10, not only had to face that
immeasurable loss, but the task of
planning, preparing for, and attend-
ing an unexpected—unanticipated—fu-
neral.

The Finly’s Wings organization ar-
ranges a concert most summers,
making all arrangements and paying
for all costs. A person or family is se-
lected to receive the free will admis-
sion money paid by those who
attend.

For Olson herself, a highlight was
touching base with many of her
former students who came to support
her: With about 50 new students each
year over the 20 years of her career
at NRHEG, Olson has touched the
lives of at least 1,000 NRHEG youth.

“It was heartwarming to see them
and find out where their lives have
taken them,” recalled Olson. “T loved
hearing their stories and having them
describe their memories from Spa-
nish class.”

A surprise for the evening was a
gift from New Richland resident
Brenda Kampen, who had acquired a
large print of a painting by well-
known Mexican artist Frida Kahlo.

Get your news in the Pioneer
* news@wasecacountypioneer.com
* Call (507) 837-6767
» Stop in person 103 S. State St.

"My family and | are truly grateful and
humbled to have been chosen as the
benefactors for this event.”

— Joanie Olson

Kahlo achieved fame in the 1940s
and ‘50s for her stylized self por-
traits. Kampen presented the print
with the intent that it could be dis-
played in the NRHEG Spanish lan-
guage classroom.

Olson expresses her thanks to ev-
eryone who attended the evening’s
event, and to the Finly’s Wings or-
ganization. “They do so much for the
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NRHEG community,” she says. “A
person just can’t say enough about
the caring spirit, the kind hearts and
the generosity that motivate them to
keep making our community a better
place.

“My family and I are truly grateful
and humbled to have been chosen as
the beneficiaries for this event.”

Service

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610
teschservice@mediacombb.net

5607-621-0226

zachbattenfeld@gmail.com




Pioneer

Friday, August 4,2023 9

Beware phone
call scams

Submitted by Waseca
County Sheriff Jay Dulas
Fake Law Enforcement scams
Area law enforcement has re-

ceived multiple calls from cit-
izens saying that someone has
contacted them demanding
money because of a missed court
date or because they missed jury
duty. The caller requests an elec-
tronic transfer of funds or directs
the victim to buy gift cards to re-
solve the matter.

These calls are fraudulent.
Law enforcement will not solicit
an electronic transfer of money
by phone or gift cards. Officers
caution that modern technology
makes it possible for callers to

alter the identification which
shows up on the receiving
phone, and warn folks not to rely
on that as verification of the
caller’s identity. The scammers
are using the names of law en-
forcement staff to try to convince
victims the call is legitimate.
Anyone who has experienced
a financial loss as a result of this
scam is encouraged to call their
local law enforcement agency at
507-835-0500 to report the inci-
dent. Additional information on
common scams can be found at:
https://www.fbi.gov/how-we-
can-help-you/safety-
resources/scams-and-safety and
https://consumer.ftc.gov/scams

Security Detail

Where can vehicle
safety recalls be
found online?

“ASK A TROOPER” by
Sgt. Troy Christianson of the
Minnesota State Patrol

Question: I bought a used ve-
hicle a while back. Where can
I check to see if there have
been any safety recalls on it?
Thank you.

Answer: There are several
different ways and places to get
this information. One place to
look is the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) website.

NHTSA's recalls look-up
tool lets you enter your vehicle
identification number (VIN) to
quickly learn if your vehicle
has a critical safety issue that
has not been repaired. It also
tells you how to get that repair
done for free. You can also
download NHTSA’s SaferCar
app and enter your vehicle and

equipment information. If a re-
call is issued, you’ll get an alert
on your phone.

NHTSA'’s recall look-up tool
https://www.nhtsa.gov/recalls

NHTSA’s Safer Car app
https://www.nhtsa.gov/cam-
paign/safercar-app

You can avoid a ticket — and
a crash — if you simply buckle
up, drive at safe speeds, pay at-
tention, and always drive sober.
Help us drive Minnesota To-
ward Zero Deaths.

If you have any questions
concerning traffic related laws
or issues in Minnesota send
your questions to Sgt. Troy
Christianson — Minnesota State
Patrol at 2900 48th Street NW,
Rochester MN 55901-5848.
(Or reach him at, Troy.Chris-
tianson @state.mn.us)

Shown above were members of the security team on opening night for the 2023 Waseca County Free Fair. Individuals shown are
representing Waseca County Sheriff’'s Office, Waseca County Mounted Posse, and Waseca Police Reserves. From left: Doug Gerdts,
Victoria Rethemeier, Jeff Androli, Traci Hodgkins, Cole Ulrich, Scott Rew, Jolene Gundermann, Ken Borgmann, Erin Heitkamp, Bran-

don Herrmann, Joshua Langr, Sheriff Jay Dulas, Matt DeWees, Josh Knudtson, James Johannsen.

Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

m MVAC

from Page 3

strated success by overcoming mul-
tiple barriers, making vast improve-
ments, and accomplishing significant
achievements. Also selected this
were Julie Wurmnest, Blue Earth

County; Myra Rosin, Brown County;
and Lily Gonzalez-Frahm, Sibley
County.

MVAC also selects “supporters.”
These are acknowledged for helping
to support, strengthen, and sustain
the goals of community action
through selfless donation of time,
energy, materials and knowledge.
This year the supporters were Paula
Metzler, Faribault County; Gene

Lewis, Le Sueur County; Kevin &
Sally Schmitz, Martin County; Shan-
non Kruckeberg, Nicollet County;
and Rachel Jones & Luisa Trapero,
Watonwan County.

Minnesota Valley Action Council
is a community action agency that
serves nine counties in south central
Minnesota. Since 1965, MVAC has
delivered more than $500 million
dollars in services to create opportu-

nities for people and communities.
The majority of those funds helped
stimulate our local economy as they
were spent with local, small busi-
nesses on behalf of low-income fam-
ilies. While MVAC provides
assistance to low to moderate income
families with its core programs. The
agency also works to identify and re-
duce barriers that keep people from
getting out of poverty.

m Schulz

from Page 3

began growing her presence as a
live musician by working as a
church pianist and serving as an
accompanist at Waseca High
School choir concerts. Schulz’s
solo act started properly in 2019,
when she started booking shows to
entertain residents at nursing facil-
ities, senior centers, and memory

care homes. Schulz “realized there
was a market to make income”
through those performances, so by
the following summer, she decided
to expand to public venues as well.
Three years later, Schulz reports
that her “schedule is quite full,” as
she usually has 4-6 days a week,
all throughout southern Minnesota.
While booking live gigs was often
a “waiting game,” in the begin-
ning, Schulz said that it has be-
come significantly easier to land a
show these past six or so months.

\ VERSATILE /
™ JOHN DEERE 7
B

TRACTORS

“When they see that you’re busy it
makes you more desirable to hire,”
said Schulz.

To promote her live entertain-
ment business, Schulz has become
increasingly active on social media
apps like Facebook and Instagram
under the “Melissa Schulz Music"
brand. Her main forms of market-
ing include flyers and social media
posts designed using Canva.
Schulz has also created her own
website, melissaschulzmusic.com,
with a list of upcoming shows,

booking information, reviews from
her fans, and more.

One challenge that Schulz has
faced while making her way as a
live entertainer is not being seen as
more than her profession. “Al-
though being a musician is a very
large part of my life, it’s not my
entire being,” said Schulz, adding
that she enjoys activities like water
aerobics, leading dance and fitness
classes, and listening to other mu-
sicians just as much as she enjoys
taking to the stage.

LARGE FARM RETIREMENT AUCTION

SATURDAY, AUGUST 12, 2023 - 9:30 A.M.

Location: From Waseca, MN half mile south on Waseca Cty. 4 then 2 1/2 miles west on County Rd. 9 or
340th Ave. then half mile south on 100th St. 33684 100th St. Waseca, MN 56093

Auctioneers Note: After 50 years of farming the Guse’s have decided to retire and hold a public auction. A very good auction
to attend with some well cared for farm equipment. Please note: Approx. half hour of mics. items. — Tracy Holland

LOW HOURED VERSATILE - J.D.

TRACTORS - COMBINES - WAGONS

* Versatile 2375 4WD Classic, Only 1446 Hrs, Auto Steer,
710/70R-38” tires, rear suitcase weights, Cummins engine, 4
Hyd., Tractor No. 334929, No Def., one owner, NICE

¢ John Deere 4640, Quad range, shows 8617 Hrs, 18.4R - 42”
tires with axle duals, two Hyd., RockBox, S.N. 020612R

* John Deere 4430, Quad range, Aprox - 8952 Hrs tach re-
placed at 3157 hrs, two Hyd., 18.4R-38” tires with axle duals,
Rock Box, S.N. 003032R

¢ John Deere 4020 Diesel, Quad range, tach not correct shows
4410 Hrs, 18.4-34” tires, rear weights, two Hyd., Rock Box,
S.N.T213R137222R p 1 ! e
* John Deere 5055E Diesel, Only 240 Hrs., single Hyd., 3 pt. brake?rystee 600 Bu gravity wagons, center unload, lights
14.9-28” tires, S.N. IPY5055ECGG101820, one owner like

new 2003 - Chevy 2500, 4x4, V-8 engine, auto, reg. cab, longbox,

Aprox. 150,000 miles,
* Oliver 770 Gas, WE with Westendorf Hyd. loader and bale prox. 15 miles, one owner
and pallet fork attachments 1972 - Chevy C-60 Grain truck, single axle, newer floor

FARM EQUIPMENT + MISC. ITEMS

Case I.H. Ecolo-Tiger 530C Disc Ripper, 5 Shanks, Disc. levelers, lights 3" Grain Blower, 3 phase, 15 HP motor, air lock bad
John Deere 980 field cultivator, 44 1/2°, w/ 3 Bar Harrow Farm King 6’ rotary cutter, 3 pt.

Riteway model 1200 rock rake, 12°, Hyd. Driven

Riteway model 700 reel type rock picker, high lifc

L + D Ag. Land Tender, 1000 gal. tandem axel, w/ Honda motor
DMI 17 shank Anhydrous Applicator, cold flow, 42 1/2’

I.H. 480 Disk, 18 1/2’, w/ 2 Bar Harrow

LH. 720 Plow, 4 bottom x 18”, Auto reset

M.C. Stalk chopper, 20, 1000 PTO, 4 wheel

Hardi sprayer frame, 1250 gal., 90’ Booms, Hyd. pump, 380/95-38”
tires, Raven 450 monitor

White 550 L.P. Fork lift, side shift, 14.9-24” tires
New Idea 5407 Rotary cutter, 5 disc, 3 pt.
J.D. 400 Rotary Hoe, 20’

John Deere 7100 Planter, 12 row x 30, liquid Fert, kinze corn units,
2 sets of plates, monitor

* Oliver super 88 Gas, NE with Vaughn Hyd. loader with bale
fork and manure buckets

* John Deere 6620 Sidehill, Diesel shows 4123 Hrs, chopper,
plumbed for RWA, w/rear wheel assist attachment sells w/com-
bine, S.N. 504474

« John Deere Titan II side hill, chopper, head reverser, shows
3259 Hrs, S.N. H06620X615553

* John Deere 6620 sidehill, shows 3958 Hrs, chopper, S.N.
505620

* John Deere 643 corn head, 6 row x 307, pixel stalk rolls

4-ACRE
BUILDING SITE
SATURDAY, AUGUST 5, 2023, 10:00 A.M.

LOCATION: From Clarks Grove, MN, half mile north on Cty. Rd 24 then one mile
north on 770th Ave.

3 pt. 60’ x-fold Booms w/ Raven 440 monitor, electric shut off
1000 gal. Fuel Barrel w/ 2-Pumps

500 gal. Fuel Barrel w/Pump

500 gal. fuel Barrel

300 gal. used oil Barrel

Homemade single axle trailer

J.D. RM cultivator, 6 row x 30”

Portable Grain dryer shed
LIVE&ON-LINE
bidding available at

www.proxibid.com/holland

Auctioneer's Note: If you have always wanted to own that acrage that you can call
home away from home or just that get away property, here’s one for you. Tracy Holland

OPEN HOUSE WEDNESDAY, JULY 26, 4:00-5:00 P.M.

Lindsay fanning Mill
14-].D. combine weights

Hydraulic oil cooler

Portable cement mixer
MBW Hyd. hitch w/ controls

Inductor tank w/ pump

REAL ESTATE:

Consisting of 4 acres, more or less, with an older two-
story home that needs some T.L.C. Two plus bed-
room, kitchen, living-dining rooms, finished attic,

detached garage and other outbuildings, mature oak
trees. Property has been surveyed.

J.D. 12 row x 30” FM front Mount cultivator w/ rolling shields
J.D. AT600A 8 row x 30” front Mount cultivator w/ rolling shields
Hopto model 120TM54 Portable Backhoe

7 1/2’ x 16’ Flat Rack w/ gear

5 section spike tooth drag on cart

J.D. 6000 Sprayer, shows 6272 Hirs, air ride seat, 60’ x-fold century booms,
Accumulator, Raven 440 monitor w/ single front wheel assembly and fenders

McCormick 10’ grain drill, Double Disc, mechanical lift, low rubber, grass seed
500 gal. Diesel Tender, tandem axle w/ Honda motor

Pair of 28L-26” combine tire and rims
Pair of Poly saddle tanks w/ brackets
Alumacraft 17’ canoe

Alumacraft 12’ boat w/trailer

Larson 12’ Boat

Drive shafts for sidehill 220 Grain Head

Brush Auger 6” x 22’, electric motor

2-Hook system quick hitches
Bulk seed fork frame

Large chain Hoist, 4 ton
Hossfeld Bender

Reed Bench lath 147

10 ton floor jack

N.H. 510 Apron type manure spreader, single axle FOR FULL COLOR

PICTURES & LISTING

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

www.hollandauction.
com

SnowCo portable grain screener

N.H. 855 Round Baler

N.H. 55 side rake

J+M seed tender wagon, 2 compartments, MN gear w/ sudenga Brush auger, tarp

Terms: Successful bidder shall be required to pay $3,000 down (non-refundable) and sign a purchase agreement following the con-
clusion of the real estate auction. The balance shall be due on or before Sept. 5, 2023. Seller’s attorney for real estate and handling
all earnest moneys. Any verbal announcements made day of auction takes precedence over print.

WAYNE A. WANGSNESS- OWNER
30097 770th Ave. Clarks Grove, MN 56016

HOLLAND AUCTION - 507-684-2955 1 wimimis

Tracy Holland and Associates
FOR FULL COLOR PICTURES & LISTING VISIT
OUR WEBSITE www.hollandauction.com

Drive over grain Hopper, Hyd. motor Century 225 amp wire feed welder, (less tank)

3 pt. Stump grinder Large Vice opens to 15 3/8”

Westgo 10” x 51 grain auger, PTO drive Single phase air compressor

Westfield WR 60-51 grain auger, 6™x 51°, w/ 7 1/2 HP electric motor  pp 2 Power

DAVE + KATHY GUSE - OWNERS - 507-521-1189
33684 100th St. Waseca, MN, 56093

HOLLAND AUCTION - 507-684-2955  ..imsh

Terms: Cash or Good Check, & Picture ID Required. No property removed until fully settled for:
Sales Staff and Owners Not Responsible for accidents. Any verbal announcement made day of
auction takes precedence over print. Clerk: Holland Auction LLC

Tracy Holland and Associates
Ellendale, MN #7405002
(507) 684-2955 or
(507) 456-5128 (cell)

Ellendale, MN #7405002
(507) 684-2955 or
(507) 456-5128 (cell)
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University of MN
salutes 2023 Farm
Families of the Year

ST. PAUL, Minn.
(7/11/2023) — Families and
growers from all of Minne-
sota’s 87 counties will be repre-
sented as the University of
Minnesota honors them in the
2023 Farm Family of the Year
ceremony. This is the first time
in recent memory that every
county has selected agricultural
leaders for this recognition.

The farms will be recognized
in a ceremony beginning at
1:15 p.m., Thursday, Aug. 3, at
the annual Minnesota Farmfest
on the Gilfillan Estate near
Redwood Falls. The event is in
the Wick Buildings Farmfest
Center on the estate grounds.

Those honored cover a wide
spectrum of farming, from tra-
ditional crops and livestock to
community-based ventures fo-
cused on organics and tradi-
tional native foods. They were
chosen by county-based local
University of Minnesota Exten-
sion committees based on their
demonstrated commitment to
enhancing and supporting agri-
culture.

“This year's Minnesota's
Farm Families of the Year re-
flect the breadth and variety of
agriculture in our state," said
Extension Dean Bev Durgan.
"The University of Minnesota
is proud to honor these families
and their innovation and ded-
ication to Minnesota agricul-
ture."

A sampling of farmers and
their contributions to agricul-
ture follows. All the 2023 fam-
ilies are profiled at
extension.umn.edu/farm-fam-
ilies.

Pennington County
Neal and Nicole Peterson

Neil and Nicole Peterson’s
multi-generational farm con-
sists of 1,100 acres of rotating
crops of soybeans, alfalfa, oats,
wheat and corn. The Petersons
grow 30 to 40 varieties of fruits
and vegetables and 60-plus va-
rieties of pumpkins. In 2010,
the Petersons began producing
canned goods to sell at the
Thief River Falls Farmers Mar-
ket. In 2015 they launched a
small community-support agri-
culture enterprise and five years
later, sold their beef herd.

All of the Petersons’ children
and their families are involved
with the farm; Nicole’s parents
also help. Neil has served on
the Pennington County Board
since 2011, where his duties in-
clude serving on the Extension
Committee. He devotes his
time to a wide range of com-
munity service organizations.
Nicole coordinates the Red
Kettle Campaign for the Salva-
tion Army in Pennington
County and takes part in Pen-
nington County One Vegetable
Community Group and serves
on the county fair board.

Scott County
Vern and Becky Wick

The Wicks purchased their
farm from Vern’s parents in
1990. The current farm consists
of 46 Jersey and Holstein milk
cows; they also have dry cows
and raise their own calves for
replacement heifers. They grow
corn, alfalfa and oats — all to
feed their livestock — on 160
acres. They also raise broiler
chickens and laying hens. In
2016, they converted all their
acreage to no-till and twin-row
planting. They plant winter rye
as a cover crop following corn
silage and small grains, and
they rotationally graze the
milking cows, dry cows and
heifers on the cereal rye. They
were the 2020 Scott County
Conservation Leaders of the
Year.

The Wicks have four adult
children, all of whom helped on
the farm as they grew up. They
are Dairy Herd Improvement
Association and Minnesota
Farm Bureau members, and are
very involved with their parish
church in Jordan. They also like
to harvest maple syrup, garden,

explore new holistic and fer-
mented foods, and enjoy deer
hunting.
Big Stone County
Olson Family

Les and Jessica Olson’s farm
was founded by his great-
grandparents in 1888. Today,
it’s one of two sites that make
up Big Stone Garlic Company,
where garlic is grown in a re-
claimed cattle yard and sold
both locally and across the
country. With daughters Rosa
and Anika, the family does
planting, weeding harvesting,
processing and sales.

Les, Jessica, Rosa and Anika
are involved in planting, weed-
ing, harvesting, processing,
packaging and sales. Rosa han-
dles website administration and
Jessica takes care of the book-
keeping. The Olsons work with
University of Minnesota Exten-
sion and Bonnie’s Hometown
Grocery to pioneer a backhaul-
ing process that enables small
specialty crop farmers to access
larger markets with their pro-
duce. They’re active in sustain-
able farming efforts, while the
daughters are leaders in their 4-
H club.

Dodge County
Glenn and Carolyn Hahn

University of Minnesota
alum Glenn Hahn and his wife
Carolyn started a small dairy in
1993 on a rented farm when
their son Brian joined the oper-
ation. The Hahns sold their
dairy herd in 1997 and ex-
panded the crop side of the
business. In 2014, son Brian
and his family traded farms
with Glenn and Carolyn when
Brian took over a major part of
the operation in both acres and
management. Today, the farm
consists of corn, soybeans, can-
ning corn and hay on about
2,000 acres of owned and
rented land.

Glenn is a member of the
Dodge County Corn and Soy-
bean Growers Association. He
served on the Dodge County
FSA board for nine years and
currently is a Dodge County
Soil and Water Conservation
District supervisor and a
member of the county livestock
siting committee. Glenn also
devotes time as a policy board
member on the Root River One
Watershed One Plan and is a
supervisor for the Vernon
Township board. The Hahns are
40-plus-year members of the
Minnesota Farmers Union,
where Glenn served as county
president for more than a dec-
ade and Carolyn remains as
secretary/treasurer. They are ac-
tive members of Sacred Heart
Catholic Church in Hayfield.

Ramsey County
Urban Roots

Over the years, Urban Roots
organizers have provided a
range of community devel-
opment services with a com-
mon thread of empowerment,
engagement and innovation.
Since 1996, Urban Roots has
provided paid internships to
youth on the East Side of St.
Paul. Interns develop leader-
ship, entrepreneurial and life
skills through the program’s
Market Garden, Conservation,
and Cook Fresh programs.
Each year up to 80 interns, ages
14-24, participate in Urban
Roots’ progressive, tiered pro-
gramming connects to each
other and the world around
them.

Urban Roots’ Market Garden
Program wouldn’t exist without
the hard work of its staff:
Skyler Hawkins is the farm
manager, Jaclyne Jandro serves
as the youth program manager,
Marcos Giossi is the farm co-
ordinator, Paloma Cardoza is
the coordinator of youth pro-
grams, Alfredo Alvarado is the
group’s market coordinator, and
Hayley Ball is the executive di-
rector of Urban Roots.

CHRISTMAS 1963 - From left:
Dennis and Mark Sommers.

m Sommers

from Page 1

list of vegetables and laughs, “Lots
of times, I had so much food I didn’t
know what to do with it all.” Like
most farmers of her time, Dolores
used currently available techniques
to preserve as much of the food as
possible for future use. This meant
“putting up” food in Mason jars in
earlier years and freezing it later on.
Dolores describes making many dif-
ferent kinds of pickles and process-
ing tomatoes all through the last half
of the summer.

When it comes to the garden, Mar-
sha remembers the extended family
gathering to dig each household’s po-
tatoes and get them put away for the
winter.

Asked about how technology de-
veloped over her time on the farm,
Dolores remembers the “party line”
phone. A certain number of house-
holds would all be connected using
the same phone line. When a call
would come in, it would be accom-
panied by a specific combination of
rings, for example, two longs and a
short. Party line users knew by the
individualized ring who, among the
several households, the particular
call was meant for. When any family
was using the line, all others had to
wait until the current user was fin-
ished. It was also possible to pick up
the receiver and listen in on other
people’s calls.

Dolores comments, however, that
she was always too busy to use her

Marvin, Delores, Marsha, Deb,

time spying on others.

A piece of technology she re-
members being very glad to acquire
was a barn cleaner. “After that, we
didn’t have to fork the mess any
more,” she says.

In addition to her work at home,
Dolores worked for 15 years at
Winegar’s Machining, which was
owned by her brother at the time. She
remembers being assigned a machine
that produced especially small, fine
parts, and jokes that she broke more
than her share of the pieces she pro-
duced. Despite that, she remembers
her brother was grateful to have the
help.

While still raising her family, she
also took seasonal work at Bird’s Eye
for both the June pea harvest and the
summer sweet corn pack for a bit of
extra income.

As an active member of St. Johns
church, Dolores joined the quilters,
helping make blankets and quilts to
be distributed through missions. Ac-
cording to Marsha, she also made
covers for family members, perhaps
most especially for new babies. She
embroidered pillowcases and towels,
another common pastime, and dec-
orated special little “tooth fairy
packets” as gifts for young children.

“She did a lot of volunteer work,”
emphasizes Marsha, mentioning that
Dolores served as a “Meals on
Wheels” driver for 15 years.

Given all that she’s accomplished,
then, it seems completely accurate to
summarize Dolores’ system for liv-
ing longer than a century as “a lot of
hard work.”

These days she enjoys the pas-
times and company at Colony Court,

BROTHER AND SISTER - Don and Delores Winegar

JUNE WEDDING - Delores and Marvin were married on June

1, 1949.

visits from her 4 children, 8 grand-
children and 12 great-grandchildren,
and the occasional treat—including

Contributed photos

deliveries from her son Dennis,
owner of Grandma D’s Kettle Corn.

m Zika

from Page 3

over 8 Ibs. They were all thick,
healthy, fish and we released them all
back into the water. It was an unfor-
gettable fishing experience and I
can’t help but thank the DNR Water-
ville fisheries for my wonderful fish-
ing this summer. Oh, and yes, thank
you, Jim.

I’m a huge fan of the DNR Water-
ville fish hatchery. When I listen to
someone complain my response is
simple: “Where would we fishermen
be without them?” All of the crew
employed at the hatchery have to
deal with climate change, drought,
increasing technology, and fishing
pressure 12 months a year on our
many southern Minnesota lakes. The
hatchery is also a division of our
great state of Minnesota, so naturally
they have to deal with politics.

Our lakes are divided into 3 tiers.
Those rated number 1 are regarded
as a high priority for management.
An example: Clear Lake in Waseca
is a tier 1; Loon Lake is tier 3. Hatch-
ery biologists and the crew can as-
sess a lake and professionally figure
its health in regards to fish pop-
ulation. Area lakes are -electro
shocked, and netted to survey the
fish population. With the data gath-
ered the hatchery takes measures to
make the lake the best it can be for
fishing. You can contact the Water-
ville hatchery any time and they will
give you up to date statistics on sur-
veyed lakes.

The hatchery gathers female wall-
eyes in the spring from area lakes,
fertilizes the eggs, and grows mil-
lions of fry to be stocked. Some of
the fry go into shallow area lakes
where they are released in the fall as
fingerlings. If you catch a walleye in
Madison or Washington Lake, it’s

been stocked by the hatchery. This
spring the hatchery successfully
raised a number of muskies that will
be stocked in lakes throughout the
state for musky fisherman to enjoy.

Lake Elysian was a great lake to
fish last summer and my family en-
joyed great fishing for walleyes and
crappies. The lake suffered a severe
winter kill, both game fish and rough
fish. The fisheries will be busy this
summer stocking the appropriate
game fish, bringing the lake back to
good fishing. Mazaska Lake was sur-
veyed and it was determined that the
sunfish there needed help. The result,
a five-fish limit.

I’m sure Mr. Bluegill breathed a
sigh of relief and is on his way to re-
covery.

The Waterville fishery also has a
hand in boat landings, aerators, and
fishing piers. Note: many of these are
under the management of the county
or city.

Ducks, pheasants, deer, and tur-
keys all have organizations interested
outdoorsman can join to help with
habitat and hunting. Until recently,
fishermen didn’t have an organiza-
tion to help them be heard and offer
political clout. Ron Schara and other
big names organized, and started
MN-FISH. The mission; bring a
strong, unified voice to St. Paul ad-
vocating for our anglers, our fish-
eries, and our next generation of
anglers. Mission accomplished, their
lobbyists were heard by the right
people in St. Paul. The Waterville

fishery is receiving a nice chunk of
money to update a hatchery that had-
n’t been updated for years. If you
fish, you might consider joining for
a worthwhile $35.

The staff at the Waterville hatchery
does welcome public input and ideas.
A while back they held a round table
in Mankato and over 100 people at-
tended. They shared valuable infor-
mation and received feedback from
anglers.

As 1 grow older and breathe a sigh
of relief, I sit back and smile. It ap-
pears my lakes are in good shape for
generations to come; fishing will be
good.

Until next time: may your bobber
go down—way, way down!

GREG WILMES
EXTERIORS

COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIDENTIAL ¢ NEW CONSTRUCTION ¢« REMODELING

O O o @ @ O

SHINGLES, STEEL, RUBBER ROOFING
VINYL, STEEL, & CEMENT BOARD SIDING

WINDOWS & DOORS: INSULATION, SHEETROCK

ALL FLOORING: CONCRETE, PATIOS, DECKS

SEAMLESS GUTTERS & GUTTER PROTECTION SYSTEMS
CERTAINTEED® CLAIMS SPECIALIST

CREG WILMES EXTERIORS LLC ¢« BUILDING CONTRACTOR #BC/23885

“Q&&ﬁmy@
to CLrucd/e

GREGWILMESROOFING.NET
GREGWILMESROOFING@GMAIL.COM

(507) 202-7070
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Bridge players MaryLou Kaderlik, Robert Hunter and Frances Kunz during the Waseca Senior Citizens Center’s Friday card tournament.

$20 sports
screenings
for students

MANKATO, Minn. — Student
athletes entering grades 7 through
12 in the 2023-2024 school year
can receive a $20 sports screening
at one of the Mayo Clinic Health
System locations across the South-
west Minnesota region at events in
July and August.

Appointments are required at
most locations. Schedule an ap-
pointment through the patient por-
tal, the Mayo Clinic App or by
calling the listed location number.

Sports screenings will be held at
the hospital in Waseca (501 North
State Street) from 5 to 6 p.m. on
August 3. More information can be
acquired by calling 507-835-1210.
Screenings are also offered at the
Mankato Clinic’s offices in the
Madison East Health Center at
1400 Madison Avenue, Suite
100AA, from 5 to 8 p.m. on July
19. More information available by

calling 507-594-2600.

New this year is the ability to re-
ceive immunizations during the
sports screening event. Parent or
guardian consent is required to re-
ceive immunizations. Student ath-
letes must bring the completed and
signed Consent to Treat Unaccom-
panied Minor form to the sports
screening event.

Request immunizations when
scheduling the sports screening ap-
pointment. Insurance will be billed
for any immunizations given.

Student athletes should wear
gym shorts and a T-shirt to the
screening, bring their school iden-
tification and a completed Minne-
sota High School League sports
screening form. Any participants
under the age of 18 should have a
parent or guardian accompany
them.

Get your news in the Pioneer
* news@wasecacountypioneer.com
« Call (507) 837-6767
» Stop in person 103 S. State St.

Card games at
senior center

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor
“Have you seen her garden?”
“Forget about that, wait until
you see the inside of her house...

Conversation is lively as people
arrive and settle in for Friday af-
ternoon card games at the Waseca
Senior Citizens Center. The
Bridge players have a 12:15 start
time; 500 players don’t officially
begin until 1:00, when a bell is
rung to let everyone know the
games they are playing are no
longer “just practice.”

On this particular Friday, 24
folks have gathered from quite a
wide area to play 500. Regular
participants LaVonne Kalke and
Sharon Smith indicate occupants
of various tables who have come
from Wells, New Richland, Owa-
tonna, Pemberton, Morristown,
and Faribault. Smith, who lives in
Wells, mentions that she also
goes to Thursday afternoon
games at the Easton senior center.

And what’s the attraction?
“Social interaction,” says Kalke,
as though the answer is obvious.

“A chance to get out and talk
with people,” answers Smith.

Alvin Miller, a now-retired
farmer who operated a hog farm
in Blooming Grove Township
much of his life, says he rarely
misses one of the Friday-after-
noon tournaments. He qualifies
himself as a slightly-above-aver-
age card player, but states that
winning or losing are not really
the objective. “It’s meeting
people,” he says. “It’s visiting
with folks.”

Player Nancy Berndt of Waseca
agrees. “It’s more fun when there
are lots of players,” she observes.
“And the most fun of all when
you’re winning.”

“I like winning,” agrees Edy
Barber. “But then, I think we all
do.” She goes on to say, though,
that win or lose, the card games
are an enjoyable part of her week.

The system at the Waseca sen-
ior center is that each player pro-

2

vides a $2 ante at the 1:00 start
time. Tables of 4 compete, and at
regular intervals the winning pair
receives a punch and rotates for-
ward. At the 3:00 finish time, the
players with the most punches are
proclaimed the winners and are
refunded their $2 entry fee. The
two who place second are re-
funded $1.

With playing finished for the
day, everyone enjoys coffee and a
treat—today’s will be apple turn-
overs, according to center direc-
tor, Tarin Kuball. “Then
everybody chats and visits until
we tell them they have to leave,”
she adds lightheartedly.

Over at the Bridge-playing side
of the room, numbers are some-
what smaller and expectations are
slightly different. For one thing,
according to coordinator and
player Don Frankenberry Sr,
Bridge players are asked to sign
up a week in advance so that ev-
erything possible can be done to
arrange for full tables of 4 players
each.

Today, despite Frankenberry’s
efforts, there are 7 players. This
leads to the difficult circumstance
of one person from the four-
player table having to “fill in” at
certain points at the three-player
table. “It’s not how we like to do
it,” says player Robert Hunter,
“but we’re doing the best we can
under the circumstances.”

At this point Frankenberry calls
out, “Tell people we need more
players! We’ll take them even if
they can only come once in a
while!”

Throughout the games, playing
and banter continue. Every now
and then, 500 player Smith
checks on her small white dog,
Ohso Cute, now 16 years old.
Housed in a stroller, Ohso looks
on patiently as play continues.
Smith mentions that’s one reason
she’s chosen the Waseca card
tournament—management had no
objection to the dog's presence.

In among the players, director
Tarin Kuball and volunteer Kari

810 N. State St.
Waseca,MN 56093

(507) 835-3790

wasecafloral.com
rickmorris982@gmail.com
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Life’s Moments Deserve Beautiful Flowers - Let Us Help!

Family owned and
operated since 1972
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GETTING THE NEWS OUT - Kari (left) and Tarin (right) Kuball
send out the center’s monthly newsletter.

Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

“"We need more (Bridge) players. We'll
take them even if they can only come

n”

once in a whilel,

— Robert Frankenberry Sr.

Kuball (her mother) watch the ac-
tivity while also preparing the
center’s monthly newsletter for
mailing. Tarin explains the center
has about 260 members who re-
ceive the newsletter. Joining is
only a matter of completing a
brief form and paying a $10 an-
nual fee—there is no minimum age
or residency requirement.

She explains that the center re-
ceives funding from the United
Way and from both the county
and city governments. Her job as
director is to plan and coordinate
the activities which fill the calen-
dars currently being mailed.

In addition to the Friday after-
noon card games, the center holds
Bingo on Wednesdays beginning
at 12:30 p.m. The schedule in-
cludes 20 games of Bingo fol-
lowed by a snack. On the second
Thursday of each month there is
a $5 “Bingo Supper.” Lasting
from 3 to 5 p.m., the event fol-
lows the agenda provided by its
name: About 2 hours of Bingo
followed by a supper prepared by
some of the center’s members.
“And they’re good cooks,” says
Kari. “So it’s a good time to be

here.”

Also on the center’s weekly
schedule is an afternoon of pool
which begins each Tuesday at
1:00, for which roughly a dozen
people usually come.

The newest weekly event,
begun a few months ago, is a Eu-
chre tournament, also held on
Tuesdays beginning at 1. So far,
about 8 people typically arrive for
that. Afterwards is—who could’ve
guessed—coffee and a treat.

Also offered at the center are
“Stay Active and Independent for
Life” (S.A.I.L.) exercise classes
each Tuesday and Thursday from
9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

The center is closed on Mon-
days.

“We look for activities and
events that help make life a little
better,” observes director Tarin.
Indicating the very full calendar
in the newsletter, she comments,
“We’re always open to new ideas
and suggestions.

“It’s fulfilling to see all these
folks getting together and enjoy-
ing each others’ company.”

1715 S. Broadway
New Ulm, MN 56073
507-354-8531

Formally Waseca Optometric Center

Now Serving Waseca:

Our health care team is
committed to providing our

patients with unsurpassed
comprehensive eyecare.

Dr. John Gutfleisch

623 W. Rock St.
Springfield, MN 56087
507-723-2020

1111 2nd St. NE
Waseca, MN 56093
507-835-2020
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City talks marijuana
laws, public meeting set

By JESSICA LUTGENS
Staff Writer

With the passage of legal recre-
ational marijuana in the State of
Minnesota going into effect Aug.
1, the New Richland City Council
heard from city attorney Jason
Moran regarding the city’s options
moving forward during its second
council meeting of the month on
Monday, July 24.

“This is a big change for law
enforcement and a big change for
all of us in the legal community,”
Moran said.

Currently, the city has two op-
tions: to pass an interim ordinance
prohibiting retail sale and issu-
ance of retail licenses for cannabis
up to Jan. 1, 2025, or to do noth-
ing and allow. After Jan. 1, 2025,
the city would have to allow at
least one license for sale. The in-
terim ordinance would allow the
city time to get zoning ordinances
regarding hours, places, and
manner of operation, figured out
between now and the deadline of
Jan. 1,2025.

It was noted that the state’s De-
partment of Cannabis will even-
tually license retail THC
establishments, though the state
will not be ready to license estab-
lishments until early to mid-2024,
giving the city more time for dis-
cussion and decision making re-
garding sales of THC in the city.

The council agreed to hold a
public hearing on the matter,
which has been scheduled for
Aug. 14 at 6:35 p.m.

A public hearing was held dur-
ing the meeting regarding vacat-
ing an alley running east to west
between Cedar Avenue North and
Birch Avenue North. With no
members of the public present for
comment, the council approved
Resolution 23-13 to vacate the
alley.

Bob Johannsen presented the
care center report, stating that the
center’s average census for June
was 36.3. There were six admis-
sions during the month and two
residents were discharged to their
homes. Overall, Johannsen said
June “was a good month.”

The 2022 audit for the care
center, which was due months
ago, has not yet been completed,
but is expected to be received by
the first week in August. Until the
audit is received, the city cannot

NEW RICHLAND
CITY COUNCIL

file its own audit, and City Ad-
ministrator Tony Martens has
been in contact with the company
conducting the audit on multiple
occasions.

The care center still has open-
ings for CNAs, RN or LPN, and a
bus driver.

“If you know of anybody in any
of those positions, please forward
them to us,” Johannsen said.
“We’d like to fill up [the posi-
tions] and not have to use agency
staffing any longer.”

It was also noted that the care
center’s advisory board is now
full. The report was approved.

The PeopleService report was
submitted in writing, and it was
noted that recent smoke testing
identified one property with issues
that is in the process of being ad-
dressed. The report was approved.

In the Water and Street report, it
was stated that 25 blue cards were
issued in June with one shutoff
due to lack of payment. A catch
basin was put in at 1st St. NE by
the care center on July 13, and Af-
fordable Jetting cleaned city hall
on July 13 as well. In preparation
for a new fence at Legion Field,
the backstop was removed July
17-19, and a fence was removed
behind the north softball field on
July 11. Work to be done on the
infield and outfield at Legion
Field due to uneven ground at a
cost of $2,743.75 was approved
along with new tin on the dugout
at the field at a cost of $3,600. The
report was approved.

An update was given on St.
Olaf Lake concession stands,
which, having not been utilized as
much as hoped for this year, will
only be open while lifeguards are
at the lake. It was noted that the
lake has not been used much this
year despite an increase in swim-
ming lesson participation, and it is
thought this is due to the amount
of weeds in the lake.

A contract with Jobs Plus for
city hall, library, and fire hall
cleaning was approved, which is
expected to save the city about
$2,000/year beginning with the
2024 budget. The administrator’s
report was approved, and the
meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.

m Jail

from Page 1

The most recently published in-
spection report states outright: “It is
recommended that the Waseca
County Jail be reduced to a 90 day
facility,” a significant downgrade
from its current “jail” status.

It also states, “The Waseca County
Jail was built in 1970. The life expec-
tancy for a facility of this size is on
average 25 years and this jail is now
over 50 years old. Double bunking
also reduces the life expectancy of a
jail with added use and wear on the
infrastructure. Although the facility
has been maintained and updated
where possible, the limited size and
age of the physical plant is no longer
meeting the needs of the inmate pop-
ulation.”

According to Johnson, the DOC
has given the county until its next in-
spection, in May of 2024, to find so-
lutions for the shortfalls cited in its
report. Strongest emphasis, he says,
is placed on the current failure to
comply with the expectation that
prisoners being moved from the jail
to the courtroom are brought through

“secure areas” with camera surveil-
lance. Since the jail is not physically
attached to the courthouse, incarcer-
ated individuals actually walk out-
doors for part of the move. “This is
well known and creates a safety risk
for the inmates and staff,” states the
report.

Other safety concerns listed in the
report are deficiencies with the “line
of sight” and quality of lighting
within the facility. Problems with the
nurse’s office, attorney conference
space, and recreational opportunities
are also mentioned in the report.

Johnson seems to concur with the
validity of the state’s assessment:
“There are many things within the
jail that most people would recognize
are not satisfactory,” he says. The
plumbing system, for example, was
first constructed using cast iron
pipes, was later augmented using
copper, and most recently made use
of PVC plumbing.

Given the state’s determination re-
garding the jail, members of the
Waseca County Board of Commis-
sioners have been researching pos-
sible responses.

Johnson says options range from
designing and building a new facility
which meets all state expectations to
finding a “hybrid” solution which

does just enough to preserve the fa-
cility’s class 3 status as a “jail.”
Another option is to allow the down-
grade and find a different location to
house those incarcerated individuals
with sentences longer than 90 days.

The county has been working with
BKYV Group, an architectural design
firm out of the Twin Cities. BKV has
provided some preliminary concep-
tual work which suggests building a
new facility could cost as much as
$45 million, Johnson reveals. Given
the typical jail population of fewer
than 10 persons a day, he points out,
that price might be difficult to justify.

Less expensive but still costly
would be repairing, upgrading and
extending the current facility. Al-
though estimates are still being de-
termined, Johnson says, costs to
repair the plumbing system alone
have been put at $1 million in the
past; an upgrade that includes many
of the improvements specified by the
DOC has been bid at as much as $33
million in the past.

On the other end of the spectrum,
board members have made visits to
area facilities to explore adopting a
“regional” approach to housing in-
carcerated individuals. Although no
daily rates have been officially dis-
cussed, Waseca County could work

out an arrangement under which its
prisoners would be kept at, for exam-
ple, the current Steele or Blue Earth
County facilities. Costs for housing
inmates in past circumstances,
Johnson says, have been about $150
a day.

During a July 5 work session,
commissioners DeAnn Malterer and
Doug Christopherson described a
tour they had taken at the Steele
County jail near Owatonna. Discus-
sion at that time surrounded the
travel time and any complications
that might arise for family members
and attorneys who would want ac-
cess to inmates.

Johnson said that commissioners
plan to continue investigating and
exploring options. Once they feel
sufficiently informed, they will begin
reaching out for public input, includ-
ing holding at least two listening ses-
sions.

“The board takes major capital ex-
penditures very seriously,” said
Johnson. “Whatever path forward is
chosen, they want it to be a long-
term solution that makes the best use
of funds while meeting the statutory
requirements and taking public needs
and interests into account.

“Finding that path takes time and
deliberation.”

m Law
from Page 2

next year, so that we can get exactly
that: What are folks using now? And
how is that going to change then
once the stores open? And we'll do
another survey after the stores open
so that we understand the public
health outcomes and how we can
best address them.

There's over $5 million in this bill
for studies and surveys to make sure
that we are getting accurate infor-
mation from broad public health, but
also from youth: how are youth
using? And how does that change
with legalization?

Does legalizing cannabis affect
youth use?

Kilmer: Typically, what research-
ers would do is they would look at
the states that legalized it and com-
pare them to the states that didn't le-
galize it. Early on, you only had a
few states, you didn't have a lot of
data. I would say the early research
on this suggested that as states legal-
ized, it didn't really have much of an
effect on what we would call “past-
month prevalence.” That is, did you

YOU DESERVE THE VERY BEST

use in the past month? And so the re-
search tended to suggest that legal-
ization doesn't have much of an
effect on past month use, or may
even decrease it.

That said, there was a new study
that came out a little less than a year
ago, which was much more rigorous
and used additional years of data.
And they actually found that when
states adopted recreational marijuana
laws and they had dispensaries, that
it increased the past-month prev-
alence by 15 percent.

But we need to step back and say:
well, do we really care about the past
month’s prevalence in terms of when
we're thinking about the health con-
sequences? A lot of what we need to
do is not just whether or not some-
body used in the past month, but how
frequently were they using, what
products were they using and this is
where the surveys that Sen. Port ref-
erenced I think are gonna be really
helpful.

The takeaway is we have a lot to
learn about how cannabis legaliza-
tion affects problem use.

Are there some provisions that
will make it more equitable for
people who want to start a business?

Port: We know that communities
of color have been disproportionately
harmed by cannabis prohibition. So

we wanted to make sure with this
bill, that they're also able to really
take advantage of being a part of this
brand new industry. So there are so-
cial equity applications, for folks
who live in a community that has
been disproportionately harmed by
cannabis and who have been per-
sonally harmed by cannabis [policy].

So if you have a past cannabis
conviction, you're able to apply
under this, if you live in an area that
has been sort of over-policed, you are
able to apply under this social equity
application, and those jump to the
beginning of the line, those are really
given sort of higher preference in li-
censing. So we want to make sure
that those folks across our state are
able to get licenses to open those dis-
pensaries.

How will tax revenue from mari-
juana sales be used?

Port: We kept our taxes pretty low.
That was an ongoing choice that we
made because we didn't want to out-
price the legal market from the illicit
market. So the tax rate is at 10 per-
cent, and 20 percent of that goes to
local communities, so cities and
counties, to help with enforcement,
public health, things like that.

We really worked in partnership
with the cities and counties to make
sure that they had the resources to

appropriately monitor regulations.
The rest of it goes into the general
fund to continue to build our state's
ability to provide the services that
our residents need.

Will marijuana prices in Minne-
sota go down?

Port: We absolutely expect the cost
to go down with the recreational pro-
gram, knowing that availability, de-
mand and supply will massively
increase across the state. Right now
there are only two medical marijuana
companies in Minnesota. So with the
creation of a whole industry that will
be able to sell, we absolutely expect
the cost to go down significantly.

Also, starting in July, we’re lower-
ing medical patients’ annual fee or
registration fee to zero. We want to
make sure that folks have access to
their medical marijuana as easily as
possible and we understand cost has
been very prohibitive here in Minne-
sota.

We did put things in place to start
driving that cost down and opening
up not just the recreational market
but also the medical market to new
companies.

I'm Daniel ]. Johnson. For the past
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Johnson
ACCOUNTING

LLC

13 years, I've proudly served our
community by offering personal-
ized accounting services for you
and your small business. From
tax preparation and bookkeeping
to financial planning, I'm here to
provide you with professional,
trustworthy, and reliable assistance.
Let’s work together and make your
financial dreams a reality!

American Family is proud to be named one of America’s Best

Insurance Companies of 2022 by Forbes. Plus, when you bundle
your home and auto insurance with us, you may save up
to 23% on both policies together!*

Contact me today to learn more about our customizable insurance options.

*Customers who bundle auto and homeowners insurance policies with American Family
Insurance may save up to 23% on both policies together (as of October 2021).

Matthew Petsinger, Agent
Matthew R. Petsinger Agency, LLC
101 State St S, Waseca
MRPAgencyLLC.com
mpetsing@amfam.com

115 North State Street,
Waseca, MN 56093
(507) 201-2484

Our Services
* Tax Planning & Return Preparation Services
* Estate and Trust Planning & Tax Preparation

* Financial Planning H
ours:

Mon - Thu
8 am -4 pm
Fri
8am - 12 pm

e Accounting Services
* Bookkeeping
* Payroll Services

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. & its Operating Companies,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, Wl 53783 ©2021 20504 — 12/21 — 16554773
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1998: LEFT: John Grams of the Janesville Jacks and Jills
and his horse Poncho came home with a number of rib-
bons from the 1998 County Fair. Grams received a grand
champion in the key hole race; grand champion in the
jumping figure eight; reserve grand champion for the
poles - novice; and grand champion in barrels - novice.
RIGHT: Brenda Hiles of the Janesville Jacks and Jills par-
ticipated in the 4-H Dog Show on Thursday, July 23, at the
Waseca County Fair. Pictured is Hlles with her American
Eskimo dog, Sadie

Argus

archives

Family of 66:
who can top it?

100 Years Ago — 1923

- A wrestling match has been staged to take place at the pavilion
on Saturday evening next to which all the sportsmen in the country
and all others are cordially invited. The contestants are Kid Norton
of St. Paul and Frank Knapp of Madison Lake, both professional.

- A Ku Klux Klan lecturer was not given a hearing in Waseca ac-
cording to reports from that city. He tried to get in but the new mayor
refused to allow him to talk.

- On Friday last shortly after one o’clock in the afternoon Alfred
Hirscher was badly burned about the head and arms when his hair
and clothing ignited from a gasoline stove. He was making a medic-
inal soap whose contents was a mixture of carbolic acid and oils.

- Brick work on the new Lutheran church was completed the latter
part of the week. From now on the carpenters will put on the roofing
and erect a twenty-eight foot steeple, while the basement will be ce-
mented.

75 Years Ago — 1948

- Following is a copy of the Proclamation of the Governor estab-
lishing the dates of registration of the male citizens of Minnesota in
the age group 18 through 25, pursuant to the provisions of the SE-
lective Training and Service Act of 1948.

- Reports have come in that polio cases have finally appeared in
Waseca county with the first one being reported on Thursday of last
week at New Richland and shortly thereafter two cases were reported
in the Waldorf territory.

- LOST: Three small ducks.

- Mr. and Mrs. Ole J. Anderson are 82 and have been married 61
years. They have four sons, six daughters, eleven grandchildren, nine-
teen granddaughters, eleven great grandsons, thirteen great grand-
daughters. Counting Pa and Ma that reaches the imposing total of 66.
Who can top it?

- Midshipman John Edward Hogan, USNR, son of MRs. Ellen
Hogan of Janesville is participating in the two-month Naval Reserve
Officers Training Cruise aboard the aircraft carrier USS Boxer.

50 Years Ago — 1973

- A free lunch, bargains galore, and the opportunity to dunk Rotar-
ians are some of the highlights of Janesville’s third annual Flea Mar-
ket set for this Saturday.

- You’ve all heard people say, “I never won anything in my life.”
You won’t hear that remark from Bob Krause family of Janesville.
Last year Bob won the big prize, a Johnson motor, in the Sportsmen’s
Club annual summer drawing. This year his son, Steven, won the
motor.

- Arthur Plath, principal of Trinity Lutheran School, has completed
a 240-hour training course as a Right to Read director in the Minne-
sota Right to Read Program at Mankato State College.

- Jane Sexton, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Sexton, Janesville
and Richard Greenwood, son of Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Greenwood, New
Richland, were united in marriage at a six o’clock nuptial mass by
Father W.D. Sullivan at St. Ann’s Catholic Church, Janesville, on
June 29.

- Janesville welcomes seven new residents this week. They include
Mr. Elmer Digner, a retired farmer.

25 Years Ago — 1998

- After 22 years of employment, Janesville resident Jeanette Bartelt
decided to retire from State Farm Insurance. “I’m very happy for
her,” said Jack Frank, agent. “She was the best.”

- Debra Rence Born and Robb Andrew Nelson were united in mar-
riage Sept. 6, 1997 at the Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Minneapo-
lis. The Rev. Roger Holland performed the 3 p.m. double-ring
ceremony.

- Minnesota’s mammoth drainage system will eventually fail unless
some dramatic changes are made, said an economist with the Uni-
versity of Monnesota’s Extension Service.

- A new education tool for this country’s middle school science
teachers is helping improve nutrition skills by capturing the imagi-
nation of children. The “Fueled for Flight” video education Kkit,
created with checkoff funding from Waseca County beef producers,
uses the exciting world of space travel to deliver a message about
good nutrition and the role of beef in a healthful diet to fifth and sixth
grade students.

- The Waseca County Farm Bureau Promotion and Education is
planning a Farm Safety Clinic at the Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton
Elementary school in Janesville for all fourth-graders on Tuesday,
Sept.22.

Meat shortage
INncreases crime

100 Years Ago — 1923

- There are about forty vacancies to be filled in the country school dis-
tricts of Waseca county at present. Only eight prospective teachers took
the examinations this week. They were: Mrs. Crystal Reinertson, Misses
Pearl Roesler and Dorothy DeBar of Waseca; Misses Sarah Goltz and
Laura Marsh of Janesville; Miss Cecelia Conway of St. Mary; Miss
Genevieve Haley of losco; Mr. Ralph Crim of Cedar Falls, lowa.

A large number of people went out to Clear Lake last Sunday and en-
joyed a flying stunt exhibition, given by George Vanselow. He gave a
parachute drop into Clear Lake which proved quite a thriller and his other
antics in the airplane were also enjoyed.

Clerk Madigan says the city council, at the meeting last week, passed
the largest batch of bills acted upon at any one meeting in years. There
was a total of 80, calling for an outlay of between $2,400 and $2,500.
Nearly all of them were for work on the streets and for the expenses of
the recent election.

George Boucher came in from his Blooming Grove farm Tuesday with
a truck load of about the finest Early Ohio potatoes we have seen in years.
They were smooth-skinned, solid and even in size and commanded a
ready sale. Mr. Boucher says he treated the seed with formaldehyde last
spring and now finds that the improved appearance of his potatoes pays
him well for his time and expense.

75 Years Ago — 1948

- The right of a veteran of World War II to have first opportunity to
buy or to rent a dwelling completed after June 20, 1947 and prior to April
1 next year, was emphasized today by Blake Haddon, Area Rent Direc-
tor.

- Prime beef, top hogs, and lambs will be offered for sale by 4-H club
members when they display their 4-H club projects at the annual sale.
Some of the 4-H members have had their beef on feed for almost a year.
In 4-H club work requires that a beef animal must have feed at least six
months, pigs for three months and lambs for three months.

- Carol Ann Larson, 4-year-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Lar-
son slipped and fell while climbing a tree Wednesday. Five stitches were
needed to close the gash in her leg.

- Dr. Ralph L. West, formerly of Waseca, will speak on “Observations
of the Foot and Mouth Disease Control program in Mexico” at a meeting
of the Twin City Veterinary Medical Society at 8 p.m. Friday in the Vet-
erinary building in Minneapolis.

- Effective August 11th, Father Gregoire will become the new spiritual
director of the new St. Mary's Preparatory Seminary to be established on
the campus of St. Mary’s College, Winona.

50 Years Ago — 1973

-WINNERS- Champion in the Midget League is the Dairy
Queen. Front row left to right: Ron Dahnert, Larry Welch, Brad
Root, Dean Spies, Jeff Janssen. Back row left to right: Mike
Miller, Dave Janssen, Dan Atwood, Scott Murphy, Doug Root,
Keith McKay.

- Enrollment at the University of Minnesota Technical College-Waseca
is 201 for Summer Quarter, it was recently announced by James Hesch,
supervisor of admissions and records.

- LOST: Golden Retriever, answers to name Tuffy.

- Dave Wagner was appointed 3rd Ward Councilman last night to re-
place Bob Korteum who has moved from the city.

High in Waseca from 8 a.m. Wednesday to 8 a.m. Thursday was 74;
low 49 according to the Southern Experiment Station. No precipitation
was recorded.

- The Waseca Braves warmed up for the start of Four County League
play-off action by stopping Hayward 6-4 Wednesday night in an exhi-
bition game at Community Field. The win puts Manager Warren Dunn’s
Braves above the .500 mark for the first time in quite some time. The
Braves are now 14-13 on the season.

- The meat shortage has increased the crime rate in Waseca County
over the weekend according to Don Eustice, Waseca County Sheriff. HIs
office is investigating the possible theft of a 600 Ib pig from the Herb
Clausen farm in Alma City and an attempted burglary at Eisen’s Sausage
Company in Waldorf.

25 Years Ago — 1998

- The Waseca American Legion Post 228 Men’s Marching Unit earned
first-place honors in the parade competition at the 80th annual Depart-
ment of Minnesota American Legion Convention in Bloomington on July
17.

- University Park to turn into Vietnam Veterans Memorial - After each
of the two 123-foot walls arrive Tuesday night, they will be unloaded
Wednesday at University Park. Organizers say Waseca can expect up to
30,000 visitors who will come to see the replica.

- The Waseca School Board unanimously approved a resolution cre-
ating a school liaison officer (SLO) position in the district Thursday at
its meeting.

- The Waseca School Board unanimously approved a resolution at its
Thursday meeting expanding the Waseca Area Learning Center (ALC)
to include seventh- through ninth-grade students.

- Letters to the editor: I read with alarm articles stating Congress should
reopen the Farm Bill and go back to supply management. Please ... have-
n’t America’s farmers suffered long enough under those insidious rules?
We need to produce for a market, not the government.

- Waseca will soon benefit from a local bowling alley once again.
Bowler’s World owned by Loren Kaiser, LEs Cheever, and Harvey
Cheever, is projected to open tomorrow.

LOOKING BACK

100 Years Back - 1923

-Today the village that has been dead for 40 years was laid away
in peace when the Waseca county board wrote an order dissolving
the charter of the village of Wilton. Wilton was a city, once with
a volunteer fire company, newspapers, lodges, county offices, and
a wealth of real estate dealers and a rosy future. Now all that is
left is a gaunt frame building, once the Wilton hotel.

-A new firm engaged in automobile repairing is making a bid for
trade beginning this week. Ben Smith and Ernest Kroeger have
formed a partnership of Smith & Kroeger and have rented the build-
ings and repair department of the Lewer, Woodhall Co.

-An argument over a Rochester-Austin basketball scrap of last
winter resulted in a free-for-all fight between Rochester and Austin
base ball fans at the Jefferson Cafe at Albert Lea Thursday. Dishes
were broken, chairs flew across the room, tables were turned over,
perfectly good steaks, potatoes, gravy, bread, butter, and other deli-
cacies skidded across the floor as waitresses skidooed from the room.
Three arrests were made when the cops called.

-If the engine of your car is missing you will not be able to recover
it at the Star office. A variety of accessories and tags have been left,
however, that may belong to you. Read them in the Star’s “Want” col-
umn.

-N. E. Lowery of the Matawan neighborhood returned Tuesday
after a stay of two months in the vicinity of Browns Valley, Minn.
Corn, he states, is showing the effects of the drought in that territory,
more so than in Waseca county.

77 Years Back - 1946

-Gene Mobley, Red Cross swimming instructor, is urging parents
to continue sending their children to the regular swimming lessons
and not to fear that poliomyelitis will result from the contact with
other children.

-It was definitely decided by the Waseca County Fair board that
everything at this year’s 4-H fair is to be free, including the gate and
grandstand. The entertainment is to be principally by the Red River
Gang and clowns to supply free acts Tuesday afternoon and evening.
There will be a fireworks display the first and third evenings.

-Last Thursday the Waseca Jaycee nine were soundly trounced by
the local American Legionnaires 14 to 2 in a softball game at Skelly
field. Billy Bell pitched creditable ball for 4 innings allowing but two
hits. Kenny Finseth tossed the final three innings and shut out the vis-
itors with two hits.

-Mr. and Mrs. Thorvold Shelby of Minneapolis and Halvard Lang-
lie of Waterville visited at the Reuben Jacobson home Monday after-
noon.

-For the past two weeks Mrs. Leonard Mortenson and son, Benny,
visited relatives at Bemidji, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Krueger at Black-
duck, and Mrs. Ralph Hayward at the cities. They returned Friday.

-“It’s a grand and glorious feeling,” was Earl Lange’s comment on
moving into their new dwelling the middle of last week. The new
home in the west part of town is not comp;leted on account of the
shortage of material, but it is in livable condition.

-We wish to extend our thanks to the New Richland fire department
and the neighbors who responded so promptly to our fire call Sunday.
We appreciate your efforts, although there was no fire.--Mr. And Mrs.
John Kelleher.

50 Years Back - 1973

-In a story in the Minneapolis Star Monday about the demise of
Lea College, Albert Lea, Reed Waller, a student at the college, was
quoted. In the interview, Waller said he stayed on at the school this
past year because “Other schools I’ve been to won’t let you be a per-
son. I needed an education, but I wanted it to be personally meaning-
ful. I found that Lea College was the only school which could provide
that.”

-An estimated $50,000 in non-negotiable checks, $250 in cash and
several other checks were taken in a burglary at Hartland Elevator
sometime early Saturday morning. The thieves gained entrance to the
elevator through a rear window and peeled the safe. According to
Mrs. Lawrence Knutson, bookkeeper, they were neat, moving several
knick-knacks and books from one desk to another.

-Well, folks, I discovered something while away. Upon arriving
home I read “Unofficial UFO Landing??” I wondered who had
written the article and discovered that it was Tim Flor and LaJean
Berg. From now on, when I “ain’t got” a power of imagination, I will
tell Tim to write the sports and LaJean to write the feature stories.--
E. H. Engesser

-Afternoon visitors at the Clarence Reese home Saturday were Mrs.
Norman Holmen, Cindy and Paulette.

-Mrs. Alvie Arnold and Tami of Owatonna visited at the Milford
Berg home Monday evening.

-Thursday, Mr. and Mrs. Carl Mickelson attended a picnic dinner
at the Elmer Jensen home south of Albert Lea. The honored guests
were Mr. and Mrs. Tore Nelson of Norway.

25 Years Back - 1998

Get your news in the Pioneer
* news@wasecacountypioneer.com
« Call (607) 837-6767
» Stop in person 103 S. State St.

-Minnesota Lake’s Festag royalty was crowned following
the parade Wednesday, July 15. They are from left: Miss
Congeniality Melissa Bruegger, First Runner-Up April
Becker, Miss Festag 1998 Katie Maras, and Second
Runner-Up Taryn Treanor. Parents of the girls are Richard
and Cindy Bruegger, Richard and Anne Becker, Denise and
Brian Esser and Arlyn and Sandy Treanor. Katie is the
granddaughter of Dennis and Barb Byrne of New Richland.

-Kathleen Foster was promoted to serve as Hartland’s Postmaster
in July this year. She was formally installed in a special ceremony,
Monday, Aug. 3 by Postmaster Dan Heins of Austin.

-Pemberton will celebrate Summerfest Saturday, Aug. 15 with lots
of exciting events including a parade, a beef and turkey supper and
the crowning of Miss Pemberton 1998. Candidates are Lana Bur-
meister, Lindsay Hines and Katie Oftedahl. All will be juniors at JWP
High School this fall.

-Family heritage items, music and albums of old and new pictures
were featured at a gathering of 80 descendents of Espen and Gjertrud
Hatle on July 12 during Farm-City Days in the New Richland City
Hall.
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BIG WIN — The Waseca Braves defeated visiting Minnesota Lake 4-2 last Saturday to earn a spot in the upcoming Region 6C
Tournament. At left, Kelvin Nelson takes aim during his complete-game pitching victory. At right, Kyle Waugh is congratulated by
Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens

teammates after hitting a home run.

Receiving faith
in god as a kid

By PASTOR KEN ANDRS

“Let the little children come
to me.”

There is something encourag-
ing about kids feeling safe in
church. You have probably
seen these kids before. The kids This scripture shares a few
that feel safe are the ones that important theological ideas with
sing loudly, move quickly, and us. First of all, Jesus wanted
don’t care that someone else is nothing to stand in the way of
talking. children meeting God. What

This week at First Congrega- barriers, traditions, or expecta-
tional Vacation Bible School is tions have we created that stand
in full swing. We have inten- in the way of children coming
tionally started small, reaching to know Christ? What are we
those in our church and our doing to reduce barriers for chil-
family members nearby. The dren to feel safe, encouraged,
children have started to feel and loved by us and God?
safe, they are playing games, Secondly, Jesus promised the
and eating snacks. Most impor- kingdom of God to children. I
tantly though, they are learning have heard it said more than
that God is real, and He loves once and have adopted this next
each one of them. statement for my life and mini-

It is a start, not only to Vaca- stry. “Children are not the
tion Bible School, but to the church of tomorrow, they are
lifelong discipleship that we the church with us.” Children
hope to teach children, who will ~are shaping the church of to-
become teenagers, and ulti- morrow, how are we encourag-
mately adults. What we have ing them to use their gifts,
started to do is to reveal to chil- talents, and abilities to give God
dren that God loves them. We glory and share the truths of
have been called to be faithful, God’s word with friends and
the results are left to Him. family?

Jesus understood the need for Finally, we are to receive faith
children to encounter God, in in God as a child. Jump with
Luke 18 we see the true story of both feet into faith, don’t go
Jesus interacting with children.  halfway or hold anything back.

15 People were also bringing Put your faith in God, like a
babies to Jesus to have him child trusts a parent. When we
touch them. When the disciples put trust in God everything
saw this, they rebuked them.16 changes, we become His chil-
But Jesus called the children to  dren, we inherit the kingdom of
him and said, "Let the little chil- God and have direct access to
dren come to me, and do not God.

hinder them, for the kingdom of
God belongs to such as these.17
I tell you the truth, anyone who
will not receive the kingdom of
God like a little child will never
enter it."

WASECA BRAVES SCHEDULE - 2023

Waseca Braves continue playoffs

Saturday at 2 p.m. in Jordan

The Waseca Braves will play in Jordan at 2 p.m. on Saturday. If they win
they play Sunday night at 7 p.m. If they lose, they play at 1:30 p.m. If they
lose both, their season will come to an end.

Serving Waldorf and Surrounding Gommunities for over 47 years

MCCARTHY OIL LLcC

Waste 0il Pickup
and Recycling
507-420-7429

Braves

reach

region tourney

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

It’s early August, and there are
still games to play for the Waseca
Braves. That can only mean one
thing: they’ve qualified for the dou-
ble-elimination region tournament.

The Braves, already enjoying a
successful season, defeated
Minnesota Lake 4-2 at home
Saturday, sending them to region.

“It was a good win against a good
team,” said Braves coach Tink
Larson. “We always have great
games against them. We were fortu-
nate that things went our way
today.”

Kelvin Nelson was in control on
the mound, tossing a complete
game six-hitter. He fanned 10 and
walked four.

“Kelvin was very good again,”
said Larson. “His changeup was
very good today.”

Nelson also had a couple hits, a
walk and a sacrifice bunt. Kyle
Waugh hit a solo home run.

“That’s always nice to see,” said
Larson.

Tyson Reger, Seth Anderson,
Jimmy Loonan and Ryan Wangen
had one hit apiece.

“With the adversity we’ve had in
the past couple weeks after having a
very good regular season, it was
rewarding to win today so we can
advance to the region tournament,”

said Larson.

The Braves lost 8-1 to
Morristown at home on Sunday for
seeding in the region tournament.

“We had a very bad fourth
inning,” said Larson. “Morristown
put together six straight hits.”

Sabastian Teague did a nice job
with 3.2 innings of hitless reliet
after giving up a couple hits and
runs in the disastrous fourth inning.
Danny Cromer started and took the
loss.

“We didn’t do much at the plate,”
said Larson.

Alex Feeney went 2-for-3. Reger.
Nelson and Payton Garza also hit
safely.

“I have to give credit to Doug
Harmon, Morristown first base-
man,” said Larson. “He was the
only Morristown hitter with two hits
and I think he is 55 years old. He
can still swing the bat well.”

The Braves, 17-6-1, are seeded
fourth in the Region 6C Tournament
and play Saturday at 7 p.m. af
Jordan. On Sunday, they’ll play at
either 1:30 or 7 p.m. in Jordan
against Waterville or Belle Plaine.

Top bracket seeds, in order: Blue
Earth, Gaylord, Morristown,
LeSueur. Bottom bracket: Jordan,
Waterville, Belle Plaine, Waseca.
The tournament continues Aug. 6
and Aug. 12 at Jordan and ISG Field
in Mankato.
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CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH
2200 4th St NE, Waseca
507-835-2235
Service times 9:30 a.m.

* * *
4TH STREET EVANGELICAL
CHURCH
605 4th St NE, Waseca
507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew Isker)
Worship Sundays 10 a.m
* ok ok
FAITH UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
801 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-3167
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m.

% % *

CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN
CHURCH
309 6th St NE, Waseca
507-835-9176
Worship Sundays 9 a.m., 10:15 a.m. Sun-
day School/Fellowship
* ok ok
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
401 3rd Ave NE, Waseca
507-833-1703
Sundays 9:00 a.m.

* * *

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
314 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-2647
Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m.

* * *

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH
503 2nd Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-4548 (office email:
1ewaseca@hickorytech.net)
Worship Sunday 10 a.m.
* * k

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 E Elm Ave, Waseca
507-835-1709
Worship Sunday 9 a.m.

* * *

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
CHURCH
111 4th St NW, Waseca
507-835-1222
Worsihp Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sundays
8:00 and 10:00 a.m., weekdays 8:30 a.m.
Tues., Wed. and Fri., 7:00 a.m. Thurs.
* k k
REAL LIFE CHURCH
620 W Elm Ave, Waseca
507-607-8245
Sundays 9 and 10:30 a.m.

PERSONALIZED

PRINTING
SAPPAREL

PRINT .

LOCAL!
Barb & Mark Buker

100 S. STATE ST - WASECA MN
PHONE: (507) 835-7565
INFO@PPRINTWASECA.COM

BROCHURES, PACKAGING,
MULTIPART FORMS, LABELS,

* k *

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
LATTER-DAY SAINTS
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca

507-835-4640
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m.
* * *

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
1221 8th St SE, Waseca
507-835-2213
Sunday worship 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m.
% * *
CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca
507-833-1082
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun Evening
6:00 p.m., Wed. evening 6:30 p.m.

* % *

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, Choir
and Choir; 10:30 a.m. Worship
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship
* % %
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Otisco, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship
* % £
TRINITY EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Mary Iverson
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, Sunday
School; 10 a.m. Coffee
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirmation; 7
p-m. Council meeting
* % *

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Pamela Jensen

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship
k * *
LESUEUR RIVER
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. Sun-
day School
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting
* * *

VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH

BUSINESS CARDS, SIGNS,

ENVELOPES, POSTCARDS,
EVENT TICKETS, FLYERS,
ADVERTISING, CARDS,
..AND EVERYTHING ELSE!

& DESIGN

e Spring!

(507) 835-3790 wasecafloralcom

New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
3k 3k 3k
VISTA EVANGELICAL
COVENANT CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Brian Schanil Pastor
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. Sunday
School
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe Ministry,
1-3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires and Yard
Games, 6 p.m. until dark
* k k
ALL SAINTS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Father Brian Mulligan
Saturday - 5 p.m. Mass
* * %
FIRST LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
Waldorf, Minnesota
Rev. Michael Mathews, pastor
Sundays: Worship 9:45 a.m.
* * *
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Freedom Township
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
3 * *

ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris
‘Waldorf, Minnesota
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worshi
* * *
ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC
Waldorf, Minnesota
Father Brian Mulligan
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship
* * *
TRINITY LUTHERAN
Wilton Township
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor
Sunday — 10 a.m. Worship
k * *
THE CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Brad Donner, Branch President
Waseca, Minnesota
www.lds.org
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.; 11:20
a.m. Sunday School
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activities,
ages 12-18
* * *
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
412 N. Main Street, Janesville

Interhim Pastor
Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m. Worship
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible Class,
10:00 a.m. Worship

* * *
JANESVILLE UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
401 N. West St., Janesville
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship

*k * %k
BLOOMING GROVE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
43089 180th St., Morristown
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 10:45 a.m. Worship
%k %k %k
ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH
307 W. 2nd St, Janesville
Father Brian Mulligan
10 a.m. - Mass
% £ £
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 Owen St., Janesville

Pastor Sarah Krolak
£ £ £

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL CHURCH
Alma City, Minnesota
Vacancy

Sunday = 1 p.mQ‘Wquhlg<

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LU-
THERAN CHURCH
Smiths Mill, Minnesota
Vacancy
Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship
* * *
NORTH WASECA LUTHERAN
CHURCH ELCA
404 30 120th St. Waseca
Pastor Sarah Krolak
507-234-6463
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Second sun-
day “Young at heart”

Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirmation
* * *

NOTE: CHANGES IN CHURCH
CALENDARS MUST BE MADE BY
NOTIFICATION FROM A MEMBER
OF THE CONGREGATION TO THE
WASECA COUNTY PIONEER.
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Rick’'s Appliance

Legal notice

Ry

ricksappliancewaseca.com

Sales & Service

@ Speed Queen

507-461-9615

Hours

M-F....7:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat.....7:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Sunday ......cceeeeee. Closed

Whirlpool’

Visit our new Showroom!

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF WASECA

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION
Court File No.: 81-PR-23-494
In Re: Estate of
KATHERYN M. WEBER,

405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN

Johnson

APARTMENTS

507-456-9514
OPERATING IN
WASECA, STEELE,
FREEBORN
COUNTIES

johnsonrents.com

Decedent
NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEARING
ON PETITION FOR FORMAL PRO-
BATE OF WILL AND APPOINT-
MENT OF PERSONAL
REAPRESENTATIVE IN UNSUPER-
VISED ADMINISTRATION AND NO-
TICE TO CREDITORS

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:

It is Ordered and Notice is hereby
given that on the 13" day of September,
2023, at 2:00 p.m., a hearing will be held
in the above Court at Waseca, Minnesota,
for the formal probate of an instrument
purporting to be an unsigned copy of the
last will of the above named decedent,
dated May 17, 2011, and for the appoint-
ment of Robert Weber and Nathan
Weber, whose addresses are 407 2" 407
2" Ave NE, Waseca, Minnesota 56093,
as Co-Personal Representatives of the
Estate of the above named decedent in an
unsupervised administration, and that
any objections thereto must be filed with
the Court. That, if proper and no objec-
tions are filed, the Co-Personal Repre-
sentatives will be appointed to administer

the Estate, to collect all assets, to pay all
legal debts, claims, taxes and expenses,
to sell real and personal property, and to
do all necessary acts for the Estate. Upon
completion of the administration, the rep-
resentatives shall file a final account for
the allowance and shall distribute the es-
tate to the persons thereunto entitled as
ordered by the Court, and close the es-
tate.

Notice is further given that ALL
CREDITORS having claims against said
Estate are required to present the same to
said Co-Personal Representatives or to
the Court Administrator within four
months after the date of this Notice or

said claims will be  barred.
Dated: 07/27/2023
s/ Carol Hanks
Judge of District Court

/s/ Shannon Asselin
Deputy Court Administrator

PATTON, HOVERSTEN & BERG,
PA.

John D. Scott, #47478

215 E Elm Ave, PO Box 249
Waseca, MN 56093

Phn: 507-835-5240

(Published in the Waseca Pioneer on
August 4 and August 11, 2023.)

SWEET SOMMERS VEW POST 1642

August 2023

FRI.- SAT.-11am to 1 am
POST & AUX MEETING 7pm club open 6pm MEMBERS only. Mn. Gambling license number 00385

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat “
1 2 3 4 MEAT Raffle 5
6pm 7pm BINGO f{:30 .
BAR B' orse racing
ngo 6:30pm
COAST GUARD
P 7 s 9 10 7pmBINGO  |/] MEAT Raffle |I2
PURPLE HEART 6pm :30
DAY BAR Bingo US. DEPARTMENT | Horse racing
DEFENSE BIRTH- 6:30pm
DAY it
13 14 7 pm Post & 15 16 6pm 17 18 MEAT Raffle |79
AUX. Meeting BAR Bingo 7pm BINGO 5:30
Horse racing
NAVAJO CODE 6:30pm
NATIONAL AIR-
TALKERS DAY BORNE DAY
20 21 22 23 24 25 MEAT Raffle |26
6pm 7pm BINGO 5:30
BAR Bingo Horse racing 6:30
pm
27 28 29 30 31
RESERVE BIRTH. | AR 7pm BINGO
oY BAR Bingo
HOURS OF OPERATION
SUN.- MON. CLOSED
TUE.— WED.-3pm to 11pm Tue. Is Lady’s nite 2 for one-Men Busch light $2.50 from 4 to 6pm.
THUR.—1pm to 11pm

Get your news in the Pioneer

* news@wasecacountypioneer.com
- Call (507) 837-6767

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL DIREGTORY

Join the professional directory for free today with purchase of any regular weekly advertising
Phone: 507-837-6767, Mail: P.O. Box 578, email: news@wasecacountypioneer.com, physical address 103 S. State Street

GUARDIAN ENERGY

Guardian Energy
4745 380th Avenue
Janesville, MN 56048

Collaboration. Scale. Excellence.

Marianna Mayo
Associate Merchandiser

0O: 507-234-5002
C: 507-720-1443
F: 507-234-5011

Marianna.Mayo@guardiannrg.com

g Spring!

(507) 835-3790 wasecafloralcom

Tesch Service Genter
Family-Owned Automotive Repa
e wheel alignments

* brake services
° suspension repairs
e towing & more!

Call us today!

ir

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610
teschservice@mediacombb.net
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* Accounting Services

Bookkeeping

* Payroll Services

* Tax Planning & Preparation
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Like many, 18-month-old Gus Nordquist, son of Chloe and
C.J. Nordquist of Waseca, escaped last week’s heat by visit-
ing the city-operated waterpark. Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

Green Team from left: Isaac, Nash, Abel, Teagan,
Evan, Loretta, Jacob, and Braxton

COMMUNITY - Jasnseville volunteer firefighters and their fam-

ilies

Pioneer photos by Jonah Stafford

400 attend Night
Out in Janesville

By JONAH STAFFORD
Staff Writer

Nearly 400 people crowded into
Veterans Memorial Park for the Ja-
nesville Night Out on Sunday. The
event was Janesville’s version of the
National Night Out, also known as
“Night To Unite,” in which com-
munity members enjoy an evening of
activities which help them become
better acquainted with members of
local law enforcement and emer-
gency response agencies, local gov-
ernment, and community partners.
The Janesville Area Foundation
sponsored two activities during the
event: face painting by Carrie Goet-
tlicher of Making Faces Mankato
and a golden retriever “puppy hold-
ing session” by local dog breeder
Heather Dimmel.

Andy Arnoldt said that Sunday
was his “first night out as mayor.” He
was elected shortly before the onset
of the Covid-19 pandemic. Since
then, restrictions and guidelines pre-
vented holding the Janesville Night
Out for three consecutive years. To
mark the event’s comeback, Arnoldt
said he sought to “expand it” through

new inclusions, such as live enter-
tainment at the park’s recently con-
structed amphitheater. Arnoldt also
donated ice cream from the city’s
Dairy Queen and, with his wife
Sarah, served free sundaes through-
out the night.

Members of the Janesville Police
Department and the Waseca County
Mounted Sheriff Posse operated the
law enforcement booth. “It takes a
team to help the community come
out,” said Janesville Police Officer
Dan Peach, who has served since
2015. The booth featured free police
badge stickers and safety handouts
for youngsters. The group also pre-
sented two educational demonstra-
tions for the public: The first was a
surveillance drone flight. For the sec-
ond, two people volunteered to be
shocked with a taser by Peach.

The Janesville Fire Department in-
vited children to “touch a truck,” sat-
isfying curiosity about its response
vehicles. Janesville Fire Fighter
Cody Dobbertstein said that his fa-
vorite part of the job is “helping
people.

“It’s nice to give back to the com-
munity,” said Dobberstein.

TOP: A participant volunteered to get tazed in a police dem-
onstration. - BOTTOM LEFT: Sarah and Andy Arnold served sun-
daes. BOTTOM RIGHT: from left, Morgan Dimmel, Nora Welvaert

and Heather Dimmel.

Also present were Nicole Bowman
and Tim Engle from Palmer Bus
Service, which provides bus service
for a number of regional school dis-
tricts including Janesville-Waldorf
Pemberton (JWP). Engle, who oper-
ates the Janesville hub, said that JWP
currently has six regular buses in use.
The pair attended the Janesville
Night Out as part of a push to recruit
potential bus drivers. “We’re looking
for more bus drivers, even for odd
trips,” said Bowman.

Janesville Matters, a non-profit or-
ganization dedicated to the beautifi-
cation of the city, was represented by
Jan Prail, Mike and Judy Ready,
Vicki Bornecke, and Cheryl Schuch.
Arlene Pooley, noted for being an ex-

ceptionally active member of the
group, took on double duty by rep-
resenting both it and the Janesville
Area Foundation. “There are so
many other wonderful volunteers,”
said Ready. Besides offering infor-
mation to prospective volunteers, Ja-
nesville  Matters  hosted a
rock-painting activity for children.

After the strong attendance at Sun-
day’s festivities, Arnoldt said that
community members can expect the
Janesville Night Out to happen again
next year. He added that he’d like to
see large community gatherings like
this happen “more often,” now that
he knows they can be executed suc-
cessfully. “It’s great for the com-
munity,” Sarah added.

Nash Willow

Coach Jessica Stensland
helps grey team set up

Coach Lizzie Roessler leads
Evan to first base

Loretta Abel

‘Leave the dirt
on the ground’

Community Ed t-ball concludes

By AMELIA ROESSLER
Editorial Assistant

The Waseca Community Educa-
tion t-ball program ended with
some big games last Thursday,
July 20. Six teams of kids aged
three to six played against each
other at Tink Larson field in
Waseca as a way to end the season.
Each team was assigned a different
color, so that teams dressed in red,
gold, light blue, royal blue, green,
and charcoal took turns playing
against each other throughout the
season, which started the first
week of June, with practices run-
ning every Tuesday and Thursday.

“I'loved all my little t-ball kids,”

said green team coach Lizzie
Roessler, who had fun assisting the
kids running bases, teaching them
how to bat, and where to stand in
the field. “But I kept having to say
‘let’s leave the dirt on the ground,
please’” Roessler laughed.

Gray team coach Grayson Hiller
said that he believed t-ball went
very well. “It was fun getting to
know the kids, and it was awe-
some to see how much they
learned.”

Community ed offers many
other summer programs including
dance, aquatics, gymnastics, art
programs, and other sports for
both children and adults.

BIRTHDAY- Helen Fowler celebrated her 103rd birthday with
friends at the Lakeside Golf Course in Waseca on Tuesday, Aug.
1. A member of the Lakeside Golf Club since the 1940s, she
stopped golfing when she was 99-but still meets friends almost
every week for a “Ladies’ Night” meal. To commemorate her
101st birthday, the golf club began waiving the usual annual
membership fee indefinitely. Pioneer photos by Amelia Roessler

transfer of funds from fund 25 to
fund 41, the extension of a zon-
ing permit for Lucas Boelter and
the approval of solid waste col-
lection and transportation li-

m Waseca

from Page 1

) censes.
American Rescue Plan Act

(ARPA) funds. The worn-out
bathrooms will be replaced with
a facility that meets the expecta-
tions of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act; the dump station
will be added for current or future
campers or RVs. The goal is to
make the park more user-friendly
and inviting to prospective
campers.

The Fiscal Year 2024 cooper-
ative agreement for the Steele -
Waseca Treatment Court with the
Third Judicial District was pre-
sented for approval by Court
Services Director John Schiro.
Cost for the agreement is $10,000
lower than last year, which
Schiro believed could be due to
decreased activity and other fac-
tors. The total cost of reimburse-
ment to Waseca County should
not exceed $153,275.

The commissioners approved a
residential tax abatement for
Gary and Linda Seifert for their
application for residential devel-
opment.

Other items approved during
the meeting include the approval
of previous county board mi-
nutes, approval of bills, June
transfers and transfer request,

Got news?
507-837-6767

Sat, August 5th
8amtolpm

\@ Sacred Heart
Parish Center
(use East door)

Funds used in support of
Sacred Heart School & Students,
Bethlehem Inn of Waseca,
Pregnancy Options in Faribault,
Habitat for Humanity
& other local charities

PRINTING
&APPAR E L ... & EMBROIDER T-SHIRTS,

HATS, UNIFORMS, CAPS,
WORKWEAR, WARMUPS,
PRINT
LOCAL! .
Barb & Mark Buker

JACKETS, CHILDREN’'S
APPAREL, TEAM & CREW
APPAREL, MAGNETS, SIGNS
100 S. STATE ST - WASECA MN
PHONE: (507) 835-7565
INFO@PPRINTWASECA.COM

...AND EVERYTHING ELSE!

CLEANING

Same Day Service by Carlson’s Pillow Cleaning

Feather & Microfiber
pillows are cleaned,
deodorized, sanitized, &
new ticking (cover) put on

New Feather & Down
pillows awvailable for sale!

Sponsored by Catholic
Daughters of the Americas
Court Sacred Heart #1424
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