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Team Academy representatives (including Director Jill Court-

Early start

By MICHAEL ROY
Editor

The Waseca Intermediate School played host to the 41st Annual Waseca
Early Childhood Fair on Friday, March 24 from 5 to 8 p.m. Some 23 organ-
izations from Waseca and the Waseca area participated in the event, coordi-
nated by the Waseca Family Education Center.

The purpose of the fair is to provide families with the tools to help their
children succeed while encouraging them to participate in their child’s edu-

There were plenty of opportunities for the students to have fun. Some of
the highlights included Waseca County Dairy Princess Maia Bartelt making
an appearance with a calf for children and adults alike to pet. Kim and Steve

ney, middle) provided parents with information about the school

while giving kids Play-Doh.

Pioneer photos by Michael Roy
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Waseca County Sheriff Jay Dulas with Nate at the 41st Annual
Waseca Early Childhood Fair Friday, March 24.

WASECA
CITY COUNCIL

Vista
Villa
due for
Facelift

By MICHAEL ROY
Editor

Under a plan approved by the
Waseca City Council during its
March 21 meeting, Vista Villa
Park will receive a significant
facelift.

Brakemeier Properties, owner
of the modular home park, re-
quested council approval for a
rezoning plan which would
allow numerous changes, includ-
ing making lots within the prop-
erty larger. City zoning and
planning coordinator Bill Green
explained that Vista Villa was
originally zoned in the 1960s
when mobile homes tended to be
much smaller . The smaller lots
have meant that variances would
have to be requested for many of
the newer structures likely to use
the facility.

Green explained that Brake-
meier (located in Vista Villa
Court west of Loon Lake) is
planning a spring cleanup, re-
moving junk vehicles, and bring-
ing newer models of mobile
homes onto the properties.

Green offered five recommen-
dations, which included a new
survey in place by June 15, ease-
ments required by the city be
recorded by July 31, a mainte-
nance-free six foot privacy fence
312 feet in length be installed on
the east side of the property by
July 31, that Brakemeier obtain
all necessary permits prior to
construction (after approval of
their survey), and that all costs
shall be paid by the property
owner.

When the public hearing
opened at 7:33 p.m., Brenda

Council continued on 4

A word from
The Word

Beloved, never
avenge yourselves,
but leave it to the
wrath of God, for it
is  written, ‘“Ven-
geance is mine, [
will repay, says the
Lord.”

Romans 12:19

Drug program

improves lives

Participants given their
‘last’ second chance

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher

The National Institutes of Health have found
that inmates who leave jail or prison are not only
likely to begin using drugs again upon release,
they are more at risk for death by overdose than
other addicts. Even if they may have been forced
to “get clean” during incarceration, returning to
their former social circles and circumstances often
encourages them to pick up old habits.

The Waseca/Steele County “Drug Court” pro-
gram focuses on helping people whose lives have
included drug use to change their habits while also
building resources to help them resist the tempta-
tions they will inevitably encounter.

Offenders who have been brought into the court
system because of drug-related crimes—everything
from drug possession or sale, DWI, or even crimes
such as burglary which were motivated by a desire
to get money to buy drugs—may be referred for
consideration for this research-based program.

Once candidates are assessed and consent to
take part, they undergo a rigorous program which
is meant to help them change their outlooks and
their habits.

Waseca County Attorney Rachel Cornelius and
Steele-Waseca Drug Court Coordinator Nicole
Grams are two members of the team which iden-
tifies likely candidates for the drug court program.
The two recently shared the philosophy and facts
of their service at a meeting of the Waseca Rotary
Club.

“If you put people in jail, they don’t get any help
for their substance use disorder. What is going to
happen is that those people are going to continue
to burglarize, sell drugs, victimize people in ways
to do anything they can to get more money for
drugs. Whereas, if we are working on the chemi-
cal dependency, and working on their criminal
mindset, it is a better method to approach long-
term sobriety,” explained Cornelius.

The Waseca County program serves roughly 15
participants at a time. It has so far graduated just
shy of 100 people, and boasts a 75- to 80-percent
success rate; that is, about that many participants
are never again brought into the court system.
Some numbers indicate that incarceration without

Waseca/Steele County Drug Court Coordinator Nicole Grams and Waseca County At-
torney Rachel Cornelius spoke at a recent Waseca Rotary Club meeting.

treatment can lead to recidivism rates as high as
80 percent.

Participants in the drug court program are not
placed in jail, but are instead remanded to a treat-
ment system likely to last 18 months to 2 years.
Under its terms, they are subject to random testing
about 3 times a week. They are required to meet
the expectations of any probation program they are
following while also attending as many as three
treatment meetings a week. They must often
comply with curfew requirements, and are
checked on by everyone from law enforcement
and probation officers to mental health therapists.

According to Grams, the program begins by as-
suring participants receive mental health eval-
uations and have “safe, sober housing.”

The next step is to help them enter the work-
force. They are expected to set short-term goals
which can eventually translate into long-term pro-
gress meant to help them reenter society on stable
footing. These include learning the job skills

needed to stay employed, then developing a
budget plan which will support reliable housing
and food stability.

The process is often complicated because par-
ticipants did not finish school. “It doesn’t happen
overnight,” observed Grams. “Some of these folks
quit school in the seventh or eighth grade.” For
them, working toward their GED also becomes a
goal.

Progress is rewarded with various “incentives.”
On the other hand, If participants violate the terms
of drug court, “disincentives” can be imposed.
“Flash jail” is one such consequence—a one- to
five-day incarceration meant to remind anyone
who strays to stay on track.

As their lives stabilize, participants are expected
to find ways to meet financial obligations such as
restitution to victims and paying any drug court

Court continued on 2

Editor

Police organization
holds celebration

By MICHAEL ROY

man took first prize, while Whitney
Reim and Bradley Casper placed

A dozen members and volunteers of the Fraternal Order of Po-
lice Lodge 16 helped out at their event at the Mill last Saturday.
Serena Frazier (middle row, 3rd in) is the president. Local vol-
unteers include Rachel Cornelius (second row, 1st from the left)
and officer Sheila Jewison-Appel (second row, outside right).

Pioneer photo by Michael Roy

‘What can be better than delicious
barbecue, discounts on drinks, bean
bag tournaments, horse races, live
music, and auctions of signed Justin
Jefferson and Kirill Kaprizov jer-
seys?

The Minnesota Fraternal Order of
Police Lodge #16 had all of that and
more at The Mill in Waseca Sat-
urday, March 25.

Starting at 10:30 a.m., the lodge
hosted a bean bag tournament. It
took a little longer than anticipated
to decide the winners, but in the end,
the duo of Cody Hyatt and Nick Sill-

second and Nolan Wetzel and Gabe
Androli settled for third.

Universal Sports Auctions col-
laborated with the Fraternal Order of
Police to hold a silent auction. The
main items for sale were sports
memorabilia ranging from signed
football and hockey jerseys (includ-
ing a custom Waseca Bluejays jer-
sey) to portraits of legendary
athletes.

There were food trucks available

Police continued on 3
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Gaiter Lake
controversy
continues

By MICHAEL ROY
Editor

A hot button issue in Waseca
for the past few years has been
the Gaiter Lake development
project. The controversy sur-
rounds a 62-acre property owned
by the city and slated for devel-
opment, including possible in-
stallation of a storm-water
retention pond, water and sewer
lines, and more at city expense,
then offering the lots for sale.

The city has made more than
one attempt to entice developers
to take charge of the project, but
has received very limited re-
sponse, with only one proposal
coming from Southwest Minne-
sota Housing Partnership. After
area residents made their opin-
ions heard during a March 21
meeting, the city council ap-
proved  seeking additional
“requests for proposal.”

Deb Dobberstein was the first
member of the public to share
her concerns. According to her,
residents of the neighborhood
near Gaiter Lake have spoken up
several times about the planned
development of the city-owned
property currently known as the
“Lewer Farm.”

“We thought our concerns and
logic were considered, but we’re
starting all over again,” Dobber-
sten said, pointing out that, when
requests for proposals (RFPs)
have been published regarding
past development plans, re-
sponses were limited or nonex-
istent. When a later RFP was sent
out, the only response came from
the Southwest Minnesota Hous-
ing Partnership. Even with the
difficulties and controversies,
she stated, the council tabled
plans for a 2023 project at the
lake.

Dobberstein  claimed she
wants to prevent another situ-
ation like Pondview, a recent de-
velopment project north of
Gaiter Lake. “There are lots at
Pondview that have sat empty
for several years,” she said. “If
the [Gaiter Lake] field is devel-
oped, who is to say that those
empty lots won’t stay empty?”’

Gary Dobberstein stated that
his personal calculations deter-
mined the land cost and infras-
tructure to develop around 60
lots on the Gaiter Lake devel-
opment would be about $63,000
per lot. “That’s a far cry from the
$55,000 we were told,” he said.
“Also, if residential development
is such a big deal, why aren’t de-
velopers coming to us instead of

Lake continued on 4
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Medicine has
a unigue taste

ECHOES FROM THE
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING

I could recite the Gettysburg
Address when I was only 13 years
old.

I’1l bet your parents were proud.

They had reason. Why not even
Lincoln could have done that when
he was 13.

DRIVING BY BRUCE'S
DRIVE

I have a wonderful neighbor
named Bruce. Deep thoughts
occur as I drive past his drive. It’s
nice when the ice leaves the lakes,
but it’s magical when the ice
leaves my driveway. Back when
my Beaver Cleaver world leisure
travel was taken in the backseat of
a Pontiac Canardly that “can
hardly” start. My mother used to
make chicken noodle soup with
homemade egg mnoodles and
chicken from chickens we knew
by their first names. Before supper
one day, I told a younger member
of our family that the chicken
noodle soup was made from hen
heads. Her eyebrows leaped up-
wards and she refused to eat the
soup.

The medicine cabinet of my
formative years housed first aid
products and a lot of cure-alls—
pioneer health insurance pur-
chased at Rexall Drug. I needed
healthcare as I did my own stunts,
mostly unintentionally. Horehound
candies were hard and had a
unique taste, like licorice and mint
floating in root beer. The distinc-
tive flavor came from their name-
sake herb, a bitter flowering plant
in the mint family. Horehounds
were supposed to soothe sore
throats, curtail coughs and ward
off witch’s spells. Mercurochrome
and Merthiolate, both containing
mercury, and iodine came in little
bottles with glass daubers used on
cuts and scrapes. Mercury was
used in making felt hats, which re-
sulted in mad hatters. They were
all capable of stinging me far more
than 1 wanted. I was advised to
blow on a treated wound to lessen
the sting and was reminded that if
it didn’t sting, it wasn’t effective.
Mercurochrome and Merthiolate
left an orange or red color on the
skin, commonly called “monkey
blood.” Vicks VapoRub was a top-
ical cough medicine that was used
for breathing congestion, as a chest
rub and was occasionally con-
sumed. A sock slathered in Vicks
VapoRub was pinned around my
neck by a safety pin when I had a
cold. I heard from Grandma’s gen-
eration of Dr. Tichenor’s antiseptic
mouthwash credited with many
other uses, Fletcher’s Castoria

children’s laxative and the cure-all
Hadacol, whose primary ing-
redient was alcohol. I took castor
oil and cod liver oil, but never
while operating heavy equipment.
Castor oil was suitable for treating
constipation and curing a cough.
One swallow (often referred to as
a slug) and I was afraid to cough. I
wasn’t a willing patient and less
than thrilled to drink something
meant for a John Deere. Egyptians
used castor oil as fuel for lamps.
There is a fine line between safe
and effective, and murderous.

I posted a public notice. I used
three tacks because I couldn’t find
four tacks. When I was in grade
school, tacks taught me to always
look before I sat.

I don’t complain about the price
of gas. I try not to complain about
much, but some things deserve it
more than gas. I tried riding an os-
trich once and saved a lot of
money on gas, but I fell off the
enormous bird.

NATURE NOTES

“I saw a quail in Le Sueur. Is
that part of its natural range? “No,
that northern bobwhite would have
been a pen-raised bird that was re-
leased or escaped. Various surveys
have found no wild populations,
only introduced birds in Minne-
sota. The organization, Quail
Forever, said there are less than
1,000-1,500 birds found primarily
in Houston County. The official
records in Minnesota kept by the
Minnesota Ornithologists” Union
(MOU) list the wild bobwhite as
extirpated.

“What are my chances of hit-
ting a deer?”” State Farm estimates
there were over 1.9 million animal
collision insurance claims in the
U.S. between July 1, 2021, and
June 30, 2022. A South Dakota
driver has a 1 in 51 likelihood of
animal (not just deer) involved
collision. Wisconsin has a 1 in 54
chance, Towa 1 in 57 and Minne-
sota 1 in 70. The highest risk is in
West Virginia 1 in 35. Nevada has
the lowest risk at 1 in 698 unless
the District of Columbia is in-
cluded, which is 1 in 907. Accord-
ing to the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration,
there are around 1.5 million car ac-
cidents with deer each year, which
kill 200 Americans, cause over
10,000 personal injuries and result
in over $1 billion in vehicle dam-
age. The number of collisions is
much higher than that because of
all the unreported accidents.

MEETING ADJOURNED

“We can't help everyone, but
everyone can help someone.”—
Ronald Reagan.

Sprinting into spring sports

Well, we’re officially back in that
time again; spring sports season is
here!

We’re pushing to get the preview
out for the local area schools’ teams
next week. But in true track and field
fashion, local area track teams are al-
ready sprinting headlong into the
season with indoor track meets at
MSU - Mankato.

Both the boys’ and girls’ track
teams of JWP have a chance to take
the conference and maybe even the
section. I might be biased, and I'm
basing this on an indoor track meet,
but all I’'m saying is...when you take
first place by 78 points like the boys
did, that’s pretty good.

As a reporter, it’s definitely
tougher to take sports pictures in an
indoor track. That’s a bit weird to
say, I’ll admit. But it’s a shorter part
of the season, it’s a smaller track, and
everything that isn’t the track events
(hurdles, runs, and relays) is in the
center of the arena. An added com-
plication is being one of five photog-
raphers in an already crowded track.

That being said, Myers Field
House (which I see is often spelled
“Meyers” by mistake) is an awesome
place to take pictures. It presents a

Music to my Ears

new challenge trying to get photos of
the long jumpers while the people
running the meet have all the athletes
pile right in between me and the sand
pit which the jumpers leap into. (No
offense to those in charge of the
MSU meets; they have limited space
to work with.)

While we bring up some occupa-
tional hazards here at the paper, I’d
like to add another one: eye strain.
Between Sunday and Monday, I
spent the majority of my day looking
at the computer screen writing. As I
write this column, I feel the slightest
dull pain in my eyes looking at this
screen.

I don’t want to complain too
much. I’d rather have slightly dull
pain in the eyes than have my whole
body ache working in a factory. But
it’s an indicator of how hard I work

between two papers.

Speaking of hard work, I'm ac-
quiring renewed respect for my step-
dad. He’s closing in on his mid-50s,
and he still works 12-hour shifts as a
boiler operator.

We’re getting into what is argu-
ably our busiest time of the year. I
say this for two reasons.

The first is that the spring sports
season brings the most teams for us
to cover. For example, JWP’s winter
sports coverage involves two basket-
ball teams and the wrestlers.
(Hockey players from JWP go to
Waseca, of course). In the spring,
there are two track teams, two golf
teams, baseball, and softball-twice
as many.

My second reason for believing
we’re hitting our busiest time of the
year is that it’s getting warmer. Once

we break through these awkward
weeks when it can be 50 degrees one
day and 30 the next, we’ll have a ton
of people chomping at the bit to be
outside. That usually equates to more
events to cover.

We’ll be churning out a lot of
content in the next few months. From
here, we’ll more than likely stay con-
sistently busy; we like covering
summer sports, so that part of our
workload will stay consistent. Once
school is out, there will no longer be
the centralized focus of those larger
events—instead we’ll be traveling
farther and wider to attend the vast
array of smaller happenings at their
various locations.

We’ll be in a good position to stay
busy and provide plenty of content
for you readers. It’s going to be one
great ride, so come along with us as
Wwe near our one-year anniversary!

This week in music

On March 31, 1984, Kenny Log-
gins scored a number one hit in the
US with the legendary single with a
legendary namesake movie “Foot-
loose.” It stayed on top of the charts
for three weeks (a fantastic feat for
1984) while peaking at number six in
the United Kingdom.

Beautiful,

I’ve had a revelation. While trav-
eling, I’ve noticed that I’ve enjoyed
the sights and seeing all the new
things that Spain and Europe have to
offer, but every time I’ve visited a
new place or seen an interesting
landscape, there’s always been some-
thing missing.

For a while, I couldn’t place it.
Maybe it was just me adjusting to
being in a foreign land. Maybe it was
the fact that although the land itself
is different here, there are still some
similarities to the United States and
the land that I know.

But I realized what it is. Whenever
I traveled around the U.S., there was
always still that sense of home, that
sense of belonging. My family went
to the east coast for Easter a couple
of years back and we stayed in a
house right on the beach, with patios
and decks facing the ocean merely an
arm’s stretch away. I loved that
house. I loved being able to go out at

night onto the deck and watch the
waves and the moon. Maybe I loved
it because there was always a pos-
sibility that I could have that life. If
should choose to someday, there was
the genuine possibility I could move
to North Carolina and live my life on
the beach watching the waves. A
plausible dream inspired by my
dreamy experience.

Anywhere I traveled in the U.S.,
there was always a sense of shared
ownership. Does that make sense or
do I just sound arrogant? I could look

at the forest or the lakes or the open
fields and feel that I could belong
there someday.

Here, it’s not the same.

I look out at the open and desert
fields, the mountains that I pass on
the bus and don’t have that secure
feeling of citizenship. This foreign
land could never be mine, never be
my home. I don’t know its history, I
don’t know how old it is, how livable
it is - even in my imagination.

It’s beautiful. It’s inspiring. It’s a
privilege to be here. But I am, and

ut not quite home

will always be, an outsider. It’s just a
different feeling, you know?

As you can probably tell from
these ruminations, it’s been a chill
week and a chill weekend. I visited
the labyrinth of Tim Burton and
watched a children’s Spanish movie
at the theater (so I could better under-
stand what was happening). I spent
quite a bit of time reading in a cute
cafe and ended up becoming stressed
because author Diana Gabaldon
really likes to keep her readers on
their toes I guess.

The countdown for my return is
around 40 days now, which is ac-
tually incredible since it still feels
like I got here barely a month ago.

My Determination: “I believe that
life is a game, that life is a cruel joke,
and that life is what happens when
you're alive and that you might as
well lie back and enjoy it.” - Neil
Gaiman, American Gods
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Most famous person in Waseca

A lot of things jump to my mind as
I sit down to write this evening.

I’m pretty sure Dave Zika is fa-
mous, at least in Waseca. Compli-
ments for Dave and his writing keep
on coming. I’m grateful to have him
on our team here at the paper.

This week has been somewhat of
an adventure in the ‘newsing’ world.
Much of what I’ve been doing is lay-
ing some foundations for future
weeks.

The Waseca band went to Florida
this week. I had originally intended
to take photos of the sports teams,
but when I began talking with
Waseca sports coaches via email on
Friday I learned too many people
were missing for me to get the photos
I wanted. Then I called down to the
school to talk to activities director
Joe and, well, he was on vacation. |
told the nice lady I was talking to
about my intention to show up to
practices that afternoon. I was met
with a hearty “good luck.”

So I showed up. I knocked out a
couple interviews, took photos of the
baseball team and scheduled photos
for the Track, Softball, Golf, and
Tennis squads.

Tennis hadn’t started practice yet.
Golf only had half of their team.
Softball was scrimmaging in Austin.
And, well, the tracksters were all
there but sometimes I hear grumbles
from the females on these teams
when they don’t know their pictures
are going to be taken.

But baseball, there was no good
reason I couldn’t take their pictures.

Good luck indeed.

Golf has a new coach, Tony
Schied.

I spoke briefly with him and
learned he’s a Waseca teacher. I look
forward to learning more.

I talked to coach Dave of the track
team. He was great to chat with. He’s
been head coach since 1999 and I've
only been alive since 1997 so he had
a lot to say.

Taylor Phelps coaches baseball
and is preparing for year number
two. He served as an assistant prior
to taking over the head job. He’s a
nice young man, but I can tell the dif-
ference between folks with a couple
years under their belt compared to a
lifetime.

What I mean is, Taylor seemed a
little nervous and Dave was cool as
a cucumber. So when I was done in-
terviewing Taylor, as soon as my mi-
crophone was off I asked, “So how
do you actually think they’re gonna
do?”

He didn’t miss a beat and looked
like he relaxed a bit as we talked for
another five minutes or so off the
record. I didn’t follow last year’s

team all that closely, but when Dave
Zika and the Nelson brothers start
talking sports in my office, I learn
real quick.

My head baseball coach used the
strategy of putting our best pitcher
against a team's worst pitcher. We
were a so-so team and by doing this
in the regular season we ensured we
beat the teams that we should beat.
Instead of losing close games, we
had our best ace on the mound and
they had their worst. It was all about
matchups. Taylor assured me he
would “match competition with
competition” this season. But he did
get a smile and laugh when he
learned of this “alternative” coaching
method.

Back when I first began planning
for this newspaper I knew it would
take some adjusting from folks.
People down at the school aren’t
used to having the media there as
often as we are. And people in the
community, I don’t think, are used to
having members of the local paper
out and about as often as we are.

It’s a learning experience for all of
us.

Oh, so speaking of things on my
mind, I turn the page to a more
somber point.

My cousin Taya called me today
asking for a photo. My friend Bryant
(Taya’s husband) died in October of
2022 and she and family were cre-
ating the headstone/footstone. They
wanted to use a photo I took and
wanted the original. I never thought
when I took that photo or any photo
for that matter, that it would be used
this way. It was a really good photo.
I think about my friend every day.
When I’'m having a bad day I think it
would be nice to see him. And when
I’m having a good day, I want him
there. It’s really hard to lose a life-
long friend.

Back to ‘newsing.’

Saturday Deb and I went to visit
the Root family in New Richland to
learn about their family history
which includes 5 brothers who all
served in WWIIL. We were surprised
to find we were treated to lunch and
a mini family reunion all at the same
time. It was only supposed to be me;
Nona, 94; and her son Ron. Well,
Buddy Root, his wife, Greg Jewison,
Kathy (Nona’s daughter) and three
others via phone call also showed up.

We had a splendid time.

Three hours, two full bellies and
many stories later, my Saturday af-
ternoon was complete.

Here’s to another week.

“I think all good reporting is the
same thing — the best attainable ver-
sion of the truth.” — Carl Bernstein

m Court
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fines or fees. Their attention is then

often turned toward getting a driver’s
license.

“Alot of these people haven’t had
licenses for years,” Cornelius men-
tioned. This doesn’t necessarily
mean they haven’t been driving.
“That makes them at risk,” she said.
“They’re driving around without in-

surance; what happens if they get
into an accident?

“So many things come into play.
Once they work through these steps,
they start to have pride in them-
selves.”

As they progress and begin to
phase out of the program, partici-

pants are expected to become more
and more self-sufficient. “We want to
see how they do without us looking
over their shoulders,” Grams ex-
plained. “Folks work toward a well-
integrated recovery community to
help with their long-term sobriety.”
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Bits and Pieces
by Dave Zika

copyright © 2022 by Dave Zika

True meaning

behind

Easter is just around the corner and
the Easter Bunny is busy filling bas-
kets full of eggs and candy preparing
his annual visit to all of the young
children. Moms and dads, grandpas
and grandmas are busy shopping for
groceries and getting ready for the
big family Easter meal.

I'have so many great memories of
Easters past. Our son Marc was 5
years old and we decided it was time
for him to participate in the annual
Clear Lake Park Easter Egg hunt. It
was a cold day and he was dressed
for winter. We arrived at the park
with family and Grandpa John and
Grandma Jean. John lined up with
Marc and his basket surrounded by
hundreds of egg hunters of all ages.
The whistle blew, loosing a stampede
of kids running to the eggs. When the
dust cleared, Marc and Grandpa
were standing with three plastic eggs
in the basket. The newspaper took a
picture of Marc standing with a for-
lorn look on his face, in his cute little
winter outfit.

Easter with our children, Marc and
Katie, was pretty low key. Church,
Katie dressed in her Easter outfit,
baskets for each full of goodies, and

Easter

a big ham dinner with grandparents
was the norm.

After Lisa and myself retired with
grandchildren, all boys, we really
stepped up the game. Our Easter egg
hunt became a real production. Our
first year we set out over 100 plastic
eggs everywhere in the yard and in
trees. The eggs were all filled with
goodies and the grannies were sent
on a scavenger hunt, reading clues to
find the big prize egg. On the first
hunt, we discovered the two older
boys filled their baskets with many
more eggs than the younger two.
Problem solved: the next year, we
put names on the eggs and even color
coded them.

Our four grandbabies are now
grown up boys and don’t have much
interest in an egg hunt. We now fill
plastic buckets with goodies and
plastic eggs containing $2, $5, or $10
bills. The egg bake has become the
traditional Easter Lunch. One thing
that never changes in our traditional
Easter celebration is its true meaning;
Easter is the true celebration of the
resurrection of our savior Jesus
Christ.

Smokin' Barrel Barbecue of Albert Lea provided food dur-
ing the Fraternal Order of Police's event. Shane Chapek

(right) is the food truck's owner.
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all day long, starting with Lucia’s
Cocina of Waseca from 10 a.m. to
noon, a Breakfast Menu food
truck, and Smokin’ Barrel BBQ of
Albert Lea later in the day.

Other activities included horse
races, a gun raffle, and “Sure Shot
Tactical,” a firearms simulator. The
main event was IV Play, who per-
formed from 8:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m.

Minnesota Fraternal Order of
Police Lodge #16 is an organiza-
tion that covers a 12-county area
including Waseca, Mankato, Albert
Lea, and as far north as Eagan.
Their main mission is to provide
members an opportunity to support
and interact with fellow law en-
forcement agencies as well as give
back to their local communities.

“It’s made of different types of
law enforcement, whether they’re
police or sheriff’s offices,” lodge
president and Waseca County
Sheriff member Serena Frazier ex-
plained. “We get together like a le-
gion or VFW.”

While some of the lodge
members were at the event, many
more locals from Waseca, Janes-
ville, and other surrounding areas
volunteered.

The lodge raises money for itself
and its several communities. For
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example, it sponsors activities like
“Shop with a Cop” and “Badges
and Bobbers.”

“We’re just trying to give back
to the community as well as our-
selves when we need help,” Frazier
added.

One such example of helping
out fellow officers was when
Waseca officer Arik Matson was
shot in early 2020; the order helped
out the Matson family and, to this
day, there is a link on their website
to a Caring Bridge blog with up-
dates on Matson’s recovery.

The event the order put on at the
Mill last Saturday was “six months
in the making,” according to Fra-
zier. “We had to book the venue
and the band back in August of last
year, because everything gets
booked up quick,” she elaborated.
“There were thirteen sponsors that
helped us pay for the band and dif-
ferent items going on throughout
the day.”

Proceeds from the event at The
Mill will benefit the lodge and the
local communities. “All the money
we make from the gun raffles and
all that will go back to the com-
munity for helping anyone that
needs it,” Frazier said. “They can
always reach out to us to donate or
if they are looking for something,
and we can help them, we will.

“We want to make sure the pub-
lic knows that we’re good people,”
she concluded. “We are willing to
help and give back.”

Impact one
can leave

In September the Waseca Exchange Club requested
84 applications for “student of the year” honors. From
those applications, 12 finalists were selected and asked
to write essays. The winning essay for the 2022-23
Waseca High School year was penned by Christian Ro-
driguez. Alexander Honstad took second. Both winners
received scholarships and Rogriguez’s essay is entered
in the district wide competition with a chance to advance
to the national level.

Rodriguez’s essay about the impact of coach Brad
Wendland follows here: Honstad’s article about Ted
Hammond will appear in next week’s edition of the Pio-
neer.

The Impact That One Can Leave

I am the first to admit that I was always unsure
of what I wanted to do with my life. I felt like at a
young age I was just following what the majority
was doing by going to school, participating in ac-
tivities, and simply getting by. For me, it wasn't
until high school when one person made me realize
that I could be so much more than just someone
"getting by". He inspired me to challenge myself
physically and mentally to be the greatest possible
student, athlete, and leader that I could possibly be,
as well as finding a new found devotion in helping
those in need. The mentor that really opened up my
eyes was my varsity football coach, and very good
friend, Mr. Wendland. There are many different in-
credible stories that I could write about for hours,
but I have narrowed it down to two incredibly im-
pactful events about him that have changed my life
and need to be shared because of how great they
really are.

First, it's important to understand that when I had
reached high school I was a much quieter kid than
the social person that people know today. I've al-
ways enjoyed some peace and quiet for myself and
there was nothing wrong with that, but the issue
that came from this was that I lacked the con-
fidence to push myself forward to the next step in
the classroom and in my activities. Sure, I was
above average at the things I did but I lacked the
direction to make myself go from above average to
great. It wasn't until the Fall of 2019 when I had
really sat down and talked with Mr. Wendland
about stepping things up for myself. When we
spoke he saw so much potential in me the same
way he sees potential in evelyone that he talks to
and when we were finished speaking I was highly
motivated. When he recommended that I come to
the school's weight room at 6:15 A.M. three days a
week for self improvement I instantly knew that it
would be a huge challenge for myself, but the way
he raised me up by speaking to me made me realize
that I could be so much more than what I was set-
tling for and in order to get to that next level in my
life I'd have to work hard to get what I wanted for

Winners of the Waseca Exchange Club “student of the year program” were, first
place, (middle left) Christian Rodriguez and, second, Zander Honstad. Also pictured

are Brad Wendland (left) and Ted Hammond (far right).

once. Once I had made that commitment to train I
instantly felt the positive effects of working out
during those mornings with him because I was
much more driven, determined, and confident at
school and when I'd play sports. To this day I still
give all of the credit to Mr. Wendland and the
weight room for when I went to state in wrestling
as a freshmen. Without the intense workouts I un-
doubtedly would not have been able to do as well
as I did with the seniors and juniors I was wrestling
with at that time. It was at fifteen years old when [
saw my life change from someone who didn't have
a single clue what they wanted to do or if they'd be
good at anything to someone who was excelling in
the classroom and truly taking the next step as an
athlete. I felt the effects of self improvement and I
knew that I couldn't keep it all to myself which
made me want to help others the same way that Mr.
Wendland has helped others. That step I took in my
life is the reason why I'm going to Gustavus Adol-
phus College to pursue a Computer Science degree
while also playing football. I want to help the spe-
cial people in my life to feel as good as I was made
to feel and I hope that one day I can improve the
world, even if it's only something small.

Now, the second story that I need to share comes
from the Fall of 2021. In week one of the football
season Mr. Wendland went down on the field and
suffered a cardiac arrest in the 4th quarter of a close
game. However, instead of focusing on the tragedy
that came from that night I want to focus on the af-
termath that came from his successful recovely. I
remember the feeling that everyone had felt upon
seeing him when he initially returned from the hos-
pital to greet the football team at a pre-game meal.
It was something that seems almost unexplainable,
almost as if there was a different kind of energy in
that room that day. It was a feeling of something
greater than joy seeing him come back from some-
thing very serious and rising back up. His recovery
inspires me quite often when stop and_ think about
him. I felt so inspired by this that I decided to speak
in front of a crowd of Waseca Locals at an FCA
event for Mr. Wendland. I spoke about how his
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Coach Wendland and senior Christian
Rodriguez embrace after the Waseca
Football team’s season-ending loss to
Fairmont. Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

ability to recover from something like that is some-
thing that only happens to special people and how
the unrelenting support that he received from the
community while recovering is something that you
won't be able to find everywhere you go. It wasn't
until I had got into my back into my vehicle that
night when I realized just how much he had
changed me as a person. I didn't even flinch at the
opportunity to 'speak in front of a large crowd
when it came to speaking about him, which was
something that I wouldn't have dreamt of before.

Ever since I was able to really process those en-
counters with Mr. Wendland I've attempted to take
a big step in devoting, myself to helping people
more than ever before. If anyone ever needs some-
thing I try to be the first one to help because I know
that's the same way that he is. I won't argue that I'm
nowhere near perfect because I'm only human, but
if I can help with just one thing everyday I consider
it a success, for I know that he would be proud of
me.

Conway steps down after 11
seasons as Lady Jays’ coach

By DAVE ZIKA
A tribute to Joan Conway

After 11 seasons, 203 career wins,
three conference titles and three state
tournaments, head coach of the
Waseca Lady Bluejays’ basketball
team, Joan Conway, has made the
difficult decision to step down.

When a school hires a teacher or
coach they look for a dynamic per-
son with many qualifications. The
teacher must relate and connect with
all of their students, be patient with
those who struggle, and challenge
those with the highest potential. They
must know their content, have a
sense of humor, and keep their stu-
dents engaged. A good coach has the
same attributes in the classroom and
on the court. A good coach also has
to be a good role model, know their
X’s and O’s, and win some games. In
a nutshell, this is Conway. Joan is
stepping down after coaching the
Waseca Lady Jays varsity basketball
team for 11 years.

Joan graduated from Waseca High
School and played basketball for Ted
Hammond. She received her math
degree from St. Ben’s where she also
participated in basketball. Her first

‘Waseca.

teaching/coaching job was in Ona-
mia, MN where she coached JV
girls’ basketball. She applied, and
was hired, back in her hometown of

I’ve had the privilege to work with
Joan during my coaching years. To
Joan, life is all about her students and
athletes. I remember fall football and
getting players conditioned for the
season in August. Joan would be
coming off the practice field after
working with the Marching Jays
drum line, we’d pass and have a
lively conversation. Joan coached
9th-grade and B-squad girls’ basket-
ball for years and was always loyal
and helpful to her head coaches. On
our many, many long bus rides Joan
would spend time in the back of the

"I had to pull the kids off the bus as
the administration came down with
the news. I'm not sure I'll ever get over
not getting to play that game. ”
— Joan Conway

head girls’ coach.

In Conway’s 11 seasons as head
girls’ basketball coach, her teams
averaged 18.5 wins a season. She
coached six teams to conference
championship games, winning three.
In three trips to the state tournament,
Conway’s team lost two games, won
one, and received medals and a state
tournament trophy in 2020. Arguably
the best team, that 2020 squad was
sent home when Covid canceled
their run after a win over undefeated
Pelican Rapids in the state semi-

finals.

bus helping girls with their math as-
signments. She put in many good
years before she was hired as the

“I had to pull the kids off the bus,
as the administration came down

Joan Conway with senior
Kloe Wadd after she scored
her 1,000th career point in a
51-35 win over Belle Plaine
Thursday, Feb. 16, 2023.
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with the news,” Conway recalled.
“I’m not sure I’ll ever get over not
getting a chance to play that [next]
game.”

The team received medals and a
state tournament trophy.

Teaching and coaching has be-
come ever so much more demanding
in today’s world. Joan has decided to
step down and put all of her energy
into teaching math students. Thank
you Joan for making a difference for
so many girls’ basketball players and
giving them memories they will live
with forever. Happy trails to you as
you take your dogs Bennie and Duke
for a walk. Put your feet up and cud-
dle with them: after another long, re-
warding day of teaching. But know
you will be missed on the hardwood!
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Thomas Ewing

Thomas “Tom” Ewing, age 83,
of Waseca passed away on Sunday,
March 26, 2023 at Lakeshore Re-
habilitation Center in Waseca.

Tom was born on August 28,
1939, to Thomas and Stella
(Strand) Ewing, in Minneapolis.
He graduated from Central High
School, in Minneapolis. He furth-
ered his education at the University
of Minnesota and University of
Mary in Bismarck, ND. He
proudly served in the MN Army
National Guard. On December 16,
1961, he was joined in marriage to
Harriet Kimberly at the United
Methodist Church in Anoka. To-
gether, they raised their three chil-
dren, Jeanne, Mike, and Jenn.

Tom spent his career as an ac-
countant and later worked in cus-
tomer service. In his free time,
Tom spent much of his time vol-
unteering. He was a proud blood
and plasma donor with over 39
gallons donated throughout his
lifetime. He was an Eagle Scout
and was active with the North Star
Boy Scout Council. Tom was a
dedicated member to the Masons,
where he received the Hiram
Award for outstanding service to
Freemasonry. His family brought
much joy to his life and was very
proud of his children, grandchil-
dren and would spend his time at-
tending and helping at their
activities. He will be dearly
missed.

Soccer night at Pizza Ranch

Thomas Ewing

Tom is survived by his wife of
61 years, Harriet Ewing of Waseca;
children, Jeanne (Thomas) Sexton
of Waseca, Michael (Kristin)
Ewing of Saint Cloud, Jenn (Nick)
Johnson of Shoreview; seven
grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. He was preceded in
death by his parents, Thomas and
Stella Ewing; and brother, William
Ewing.

A celebration of life will take
place at a later date. Dennis-Stef-
fel-Omtvedt Funeral and Crema-
tion Service are handling
arrangements. In lieu of flowers,
memorials preferred to the Waseca
Masonic Scholarship Fund and/or
give blood to any local blood bank.

Dennisfuneralhomes.com

Cameras to be
allowed inside
courtrooms

By MARK ANFINSON
MNA attorney

The Minnesota Supreme Court
has announced a major change in
the rules governing the use of
cameras in state criminal cases.
Beginning in January of 2024, a
newly-filed court order mandates
that cameras and other audio-
visual devices can be used to
record proceedings during many
criminal trials.

The Court’s order eliminates
the long-standing prohibition on
cameras in criminal trials unless
all parties and the judge consented
— something that virtually never
happened. Under the new rules,
cameras will be permitted at the
discretion of the presiding judge.

While this change won’t auto-
matically enable camera coverage
of all criminal trials, the experi-
ence we’ve accumulated over the
past few years since the high court
gave trial court judges discretion
to allow cameras in the courtroom
during criminal sentencing hear-
ings strongly suggests that many
judges will accept cameras during
the trial phase of a criminal case,
because many have permitted
them during sentencing hearings.
And there’s reason to believe that
as the trial courts in Minnesota be-
come more familiar with the pres-
ence of cameras, allowing them
will become increasingly com-
mon.

The Supreme Court did adopt
certain “guardrails,” as it calls
them, limiting the use of cameras
in some situations. Those include

jury selection, testimony of vic-
tims without their consent, cover-
age of minor witnesses and
defendants, and pretrial proceed-
ings. In other words, the new rules
aren’t a complete victory for
audio-visual access. But the
Court’s recent order represents
what is by far the biggest move
forward in state history on this
issue. And again, as experience
with cameras accumulates, and
the judicial system acquires
further evidence that camera ac-
cess not only provides substantial
benefits for the general public but
for the court system as well, it’s
plausible that many of the remain-
ing restrictions on camera access
will be removed.

The Minnesota Newspaper As-
sociation took the lead in the ef-
fort to persuade the Court that it
should expand camera access in
criminal cases, partnering with the
Minnesota Broadcasters Associa-
tion by submitting a detailed
memorandum to the Court de-
scribing the reasons for support-
ing that access. MNA and MBA
also appeared at the hearing con-
ducted by the Court last Sep-
tember, represented by attorney
Mark Anfinson.

If you would like to review a
copy of the Supreme Court’s
Order itself along with the spe-
cific amendments to the Rules of
Criminal Procedure adopted by
the Court, you can find them on
the state court website at:
https://bit.ly/3ZQnZVh.

The Waseca Soccer Association held a fundraiser at Pizza Ranch Monday, March 27 from 5 to 8 p.m. Eight volunteers — who were
mostly kids involved in the Waseca soccer programs — worked at the event. Michelle Feeley (pictured right) stated that proceeds
would go to purchasing new equipment for all the Waseca soccer programs, from the summer 10U teams to the high schoolers in

the fall.
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Byron informed the council that she
felt the recommendations for the
fence were agreeable to the nearby
neighborhood. Chris Weber’s only
concern was the setbacks and dis-
tance between the lots. “If a fire
breaks out, you could have multiple
structure fires,” he said. “Just make
sure [any code changes] consider the
life and safety of people residing in
those areas.”

Green assured Weber that the plan-
ning, zoning and building inspector
would inspect for fire safety before
issuing any building permits.

Steve Neusbaum, a representative
of Brakemeier, shared further details
about the owners’ plans for the park.
“We’ll assist people in financing
their updates to their home projects,”
he said. “We’re looking to speed up
the process.”

Council member John Mansfield
responded positively to the proposed
improvement process, saying that re-
zoning of the whole area would be
faster than creating individual paper-
work for each lot. After closing the
public hearing at 7:39 p.m., the coun-
cil approved Green’s recommenda-
tions and the rezoning request.

In other business, the council ap-
proved M.W. Blacktopping’s bid of
$84,844.76 for the rehabilitation of
the city hall parking lot. One of six
bids opened by city engineer Nate
Willey and other staff, M.W. Black-
topping’s proposal came in at a little
over half of the original estimate for
the project of $161,000. Council
members Mansfield and James Eber-
towski opposed.

“I’m not voting no because Nate
did a bad job,” Ebertwoski clarified.
“I just don’t feel comfortable giving
ourselves a facelift.” Mansfield con-
curred.

The bid of $49,981.83 for the
Trunk Highway 13 trail connector
project presented by D.M. Construc-
tion was approved unanimously. This

bid came in lower than expected as
well. “It’s $22,802 below the esti-
mate,” Willey said. “We were pleas-
antly surprised.”

Council member Jeremy Conrath
was happy with the bid and called
the contract the “final piece of the
puzzle to make sure kids get to
school safe.”

In addition to those discussions,
they awarded contracts for the city
parking lot rehabilitation and the
Highway 13 Trail Connector Project.
The council also had a lively discus-
sion about the Gaiter Lake project
with residents who attended the
meeting. The council approved seek-
ing additional “requests for pro-
posal,” with a timeline for
development by 2026.

Planning and zoning coordinator
Bill Green said that the request for
vacating the easements between the
three lots on the south side of 22nd
Avenue NW was for the properties to
“give themselves more green space.”

“With the split lots, a new ease-
ment will be added,” he said.

Reports and Announcements

According to Mayor Zimmerman,
the Waseca Economic Development
Authority planned on updating proj-
ects concerning the election site
forum in April. There will also be a
retail trade and lodging analysis pre-
sented to the EDA next month.

In  announcements, council
member Daren Arndt shared that he
was named the chair of the city’s
planning commission. Fellow coun-
cil member Mark Christiansen
shared that the Waseca band is mak-
ing a trip to Florida in the next week.

Council member Stacey Schroeder
said that a “young member of the
community” brought up planting
trees with the city’s parks depart-
ment. “She was wondering if they
would be fruit bearing trees,” she
said, which Zimmerman thought
would be a good idea.

Zimmerman brought up his time at
the Farm and City Luncheon. He
also took time to state his apprecia-
tion for the city staff. “It’s been a fun
process being mayor so far,” he said.

The meeting adjourned at 8:27
p.m.
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us coming to them? It doesn’t make
sense.”

Another resident, who was a bit
more emotional about the project,
said that her family moved to Waseca
in 2019 because of the view from the
field. “Like the neighbors, we like to
watch the wildlife,” she said. “I think
it’s unfair to have these devel-
opments with businesses leaving and
shops closing. 1 think it’s time to
focus on something to help the city.”

One more speaker said that if they
were going to move on with this
project regardless of concerns, they
want to see the city “do it right, not
fast.”

“This RFP makes it look like
something would be slapped together
as quickly as possible,” she said.

During discussion about possibly
moving forward with a proposed

RFP, council member Jeremy Con-
rath echoed the last resident’s con-
cerns. “l agree with the public
comments; I want to do this right,”
he said. “If it takes longer to do it...
as far as I’'m concerned, if it goes to
2027, that’s fine by me.”

Mayor Randy Zimmerman agreed.
“Any progress should emphasize
thoroughness over speed.”

He also mentioned concerns about
the type of housing proposed. “I’'m
more interested in seeing single
family houses in that area,” he said.

However, Zimmerman also stated
he would like to see the timeframe of
the development kept brisk. “I know
it’s been dragged out, and here we
are moving forward,” he said. “I
think we can still get it right and ex-
pedite the timeframe.”

When council member Stacey
Schroeder asked city engineer Nate
Willey what it would take for the city
to move forward, he answered: “It
would be a special project that the
city staff would have to devote a lot
of time to. The ideal situation would
be to sell the property or the lots as

quickly as possible to a developer to
get it off our tax roll and onto some-
one else’s.”

The council approved allowing
Willey and city staff to put out an
RFP on the project with a timeline of
buildable lots by 2026. Council
member Mark Christiansen put for-
ward an additional motion to go with
the Southwest Minnesota Housing
Partnership’s offer if the council
doesn’t get any other bids with the
RFP. Council member James Eber-
towski entertained the motion.

“My wife and I work out of town,
and we pay into Waseca,” he told ev-
eryone. “I try to buy everything here.
I work with people in Mankato that
can’t find a $250,000 house there.
We have that here; in Mankato, you
have to have $350,000 to buy a
house.

“I drive to make more [money| out
of town,” he admitted. “Living here,
I have made $50,000 in savings in
ten years just on the mileage and
having a house in Waseca. I’'m not
even including interest saved com-
pared to that $350,000 house in

Mankato.

“We have a piece of property
available and ready to go. We’ve
been sitting on this since 2016. We
could be making great money in the
next 50 to 100 years.”

On concerns about not expanding
in other ways in the city, Christiansen
pointed out, “We have an expansion
of a local pizzeria, among other ex-
pansions. We have great schools. |
understand the cost concerns of land
development. But people have to
make money.”

He named housing as a much
bigger issue at the moment. “We
have eight houses for sale within the
city limits today. That’s it. If we
really look at the numbers, it’s far
more effective and cheaper to de-
velop this land than anywhere else
around Waseca.”

His proposal to take on Southwest
Minnesota Housing Partnership’s
proposal if no other developers were
interested fell through. The submittal
deadline for the RFP will be April 28.

Residential
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Roles and hours
of staff reduced

Reductions in staffing were a
major element of the March 20
NRHEG School board meeting.
School Nurse Carrie Petsinger had
submitted a request that her posi-
tion be reduced from full time to
one day a week beginning with the
2023-24 school year. Although the
board accepted the request,
members Terri Engel and Pat
Theuer expressed concern that the
reduction might leave students
“underserved.”

Under her new schedule, Pet-
singer will be present in the school
buildings only one day a week;
nurse’s offices at both the New
Richland and Ellendale sites will
be staffed by others, as they have
been whenever Petsinger was per-
forming other duties or at the other
school site.

Still, Theuer and Engel re-
quested that further information be
assembled and the matter re-
viewed, even raising the possibility
of seeking a second qualified nurse
to be present some days of the
week.

Another reduction at the March
20 meeting was to the amount of
time three teachers are scheduled to
spend in the classroom during the
2023-24 school year. Registration
numbers for classes taught by Dan
Sorum, Brad Root and Lise Weeg-
man were below previous levels,
leading Superintendent Mike Mei-
hak to recommend their respective
positions be reduced between one
and three class hours over the
course of the year.

Elementary teacher Devin Red-
man, currently in her third year
with the district, was given a notice
of non-renewal, meaning that her
position with NRHEG ends as of
June 30.

In contrast, board members were
also introduced to Jason Toupence,
newly hired to serve as the dis-
trict’s “Teaching and Learning Co-
ordinator” beginning with the
2023-24 school year.

During a work session the even-
ing of March 27, board members
heard about a recent discussion
Meihak had recently held with
New Richland City Manager Tony
Martens regarding traffic flow in
front of the secondary building.

Although no plans were final-
ized, the discussion included the
possibility of making a portion of
S. Ash Avenue one way. The con-
versation with the city stemmed
from upgrades planned to the
school’s east parking lot scheduled
for the summer of 2024, but being
placed up for bids during June. The
lot will be expanded onto property
at its south end which had once
been residential, but was acquired
by the school and the house razed.
The upgrade in 2024 will include
grading and paving the additional
space. Work on changing and im-
proving Ash Avenue could be fa-
cilitated by a “Safe Routes to
School” grant, if the school is ap-
proved for one.

Regarding the school district’s
finances, Meihak presented a sum-

School Board
NRHEG

mary which showed that the dis-
trict is likely to finish the school
year with a “general fund balance”
of nearly $3.5 million; an amount
equal to about one-third of its an-
nual operating budget. Meihak
stated that the board’s policy is to
keep a fund balance of 22% to
28% , and thus is continuing a trend
which began in 2018 of finishing
above its target: The fund balance
that year was 28.4%, and rose to
this year’s high of 34.7%.

Meihak credited “conservative
budgeting and conservative spend-
ing” which had made the district
“able to preserve our fund balance
over the years.” Meihak also sum-
marized a list of benefits the dis-
trict had experienced thanks to
state and federal monies which
came from Covid-inspired funding
and from “Compensatory Aid,”
which is money granted to the dis-
trict based on the number of stu-
dents who receive free or
reduced-price lunches due to
family income.

Meihak’s summary listed 5 full-
time positions’ worth of staff
members who were retained over
the past few years because of the
extra monies, including 2 elemen-
tary teacher positions which had al-
lowed class sizes to stay low, a
math interventionist, and a teach-
ing and learning coordinator.

The superintendent’s report also
cautioned that, although the district
expects more than $350,000 in
Covid-inspired “Exercise Science,
Sports and Recreation” (ESSR)
funds next year, that money is not
expected to continue beyond 2024.

Of his report and his projections,
Meihak admitted, “We’re gues-
sing.” He pointed out that the
amount of state funding—and the
expenditures that will be mandated
along with it, are still uncertain, as
are the outcomes of district nego-
tiations with various employee
groups. “Compensatory” funding
will be the same in 2023-24 as it
was this school year, but with the
recent statewide decision to pro-
vide free meals to all students, the
number of applications for free and
reduced lunches in the future—the
chief determining factor for the
federal monies—will be nonexist-
ent. What new criteria will be ar-
ranged has yet to be determined.

“There’s a lot to look at and con-
sider, here,” concluded Meihak, as
he pointed out that the district must
have its 2023-24 operating budget
approved by June 30. He asked
board members to reflect on the
level of “deficit spending,” that is,
spending above the level of income
from local taxes, state and federal
sources, they would be open to
considering. His presentation also
suggested that they “start thinking
about how much in reductions”
they would consider approving.

About 60 guests were served pancakes and sausage at the
Waldorf Community Center Sunday, March 26.

Pioneer photos by Michael Roy

Waldorf pancake breakfast

By MICHAEL ROY
Editor

The Waldorf Fire Department
served between sixty to eighty
people at its annual pancake break-
fast in the Waldorf Community
Center the morning of Sunday,
March 26.

People arrived throughout the
morning, with the busiest time
around 9:15 a.m., when the crowds
from three local churches arrived
after services.

About a dozen fire department
members helped out at the event.
Cody Dobberstein was one of the

people in charge of the front, while
another member dressed up as
Sparky the Fire Dog.

All the donations and funds raised
at the pancake breakfast go directly
to the Waldorf Fire Department.

Janesville enacts n

By MICHAEL ROY
Editor

The Janesville Council passed
nine ordinances at its Monday,
March 27 meeting after holding a
public hearing concerning them.

During the hearing, which opened
at 7:03, City Attorney Jason Moran
explained that only a few of the or-
dinances had major changes. The
main item of brief discussion during
the public hearing was the prohi-
bition of ground water connections.

The ordinance, 2023-G, amended
the city code on connecting private
systems or equipment, including
sump pump drains, drain tile, and
others, to the city’s sewer or waste-
water disposal system. Moran stated
the new law should reduce pressure
on the city’s water treatment facil-
ities.

“If people leach water into the san-
itary sewer, you’re treating that water
when you don’t necessarily need to,
and it increases costs,” he elaborated.

The ordinance as presented also
required an inspection of the prop-
erty before every transfer of own-
ership, whether the transfers

happened a decade or two years
apart. County Commissioner and Ja-
nesville resident DeAnne Malterer
pointed out that having an inspection
conducted during every property
transfer may not be necessary.

“It’s not terribly expensive to do
the inspection,” she admitted. “But
Mankato and North Mankato allow
an exception within five years. I just
want the city to be thoughtful of
property owners. Otherwise, it looks
like you’re trying to take a fee on a
fee.”

Council member Jim Mulcahey
agreed with Malterer. “It’s redundant
to have inspections within a short
time,” he said, proposing the council
allow the five-year exception. The
council voted to adopt his proposal.

Ordinances 2023-C and 2023-1
concern mobile food vendors. 2023-
I allows food vendors exemption
from licensing fees if they operate
entirely on private property without
a point-of-sale cash exchange or they
are operating during the Hay Daze
celebration.

Under both new ordinances, even
though the fee for the license is ex-
empted, vendors must still apply for

Ine new ordinances
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and receive the license. They are also
required to pay for and pass the rel-
evant background investigation.
Both ordinances specify that relevant
fees, which can be “amended from
time to time” are listed in the city fee
schedule.

Ordinance 2023-A changed the
city’s handling of garbage and recy-
cling via Waste Management. In-
stead of billing the recycling pickup
through Janesville Utilities, residents
can decide for themselves if they
want recycling and pay Waste Man-
agement directly.

Ordinance 2023-D allows a 48-
hour period for actively unloading
recreational vehicles. Moran ex-
plained that the phrasing of the ordi-
nance is meant to help the police
department monitor people’s han-
dling of their relevant vehicles.

Ordinance 2023-E, which has
been discussed repeatedly over time,
gives corner lots an exception to the
rule that recreational vehicles cannot

be parked in the front yard for more
than 48 hours. Owners of corner lots
may place their recreational vehicles
on an “impervious surface in the
non-primary front yard.”

Ordinance 2023-F gave an ad-
ditional exception to the parking
rules, allowing vehicles to park in
their front yards between November
15 and April 15. This was added re-
cently when council member Ivan
Maas felt the city needed to be more
lenient on parking situations during
snow emergencies.

Minor language changes were
made to other ordinances. For exam-
ple, the city no longer specifies a 6
a.m. to 1 a.m. limit on lawful gam-
bling, but instead allows it as “regu-
lated by Minnesota State Statute.”

Ordinance 2023-H concerning
golf carts also received minor
changes, including being changed
from a “resolution” to an “ordi-
nance.” The revised law affirms that
golf carts are allowed on city trails
and in city parks.

Upon completion of the public
hearing at 7:15 p.m., council
members unanimously approved all
changes.
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Johnson

By MICHAEL ROY
Editor

The Janesville Council spent the
first 15 minutes of its Monday,
March 27, meeting holding a public
hearing on nine ordinances, adding
language to one of them, and even-
tually approving them all. An in-
depth  explanation of these
ordinances appears in a separate
story in this week’s paper.

In other news, the council ap-
pointed Sarah Johnson to fill the
vacancy created by the resignation
of former council member Melissa
Kopachek.

“We’re fortunate to have a life-
long Janesville resident who vol-
unteered to take the position,”
Mayor Andy Arnoldt said.

Johnson will take her oath of of-
fice at the April 10 meeting.

The council also heard a request
from Prairie Ridge Golf Course to
buy a new heavy duty utility cart.
Jacob Lehrke, who helps manage
the course and its grounds, ex-
plained that the cart currently in use
is from 1993 and has already had
three different motors. “It’s time to
replace it,” he said.

The council was satisfied to hear
that the cart was a budgeted item
and that the golf course received
three quotes. However, they were

speaks up to fill council seat

not satisfied with the financial
plans.

Lehrke tried to explain that the
golf course was getting a loan from
the Janesville State Bank to help
pay for the new utility cart. “We
went with a three-year loan to be on
the safe side, and we’re figuring
that into the budget next year,” he
said. “It would be one annual pay-
ment every year.”

However, he could not explain
what the interest rate was for that
loan offer, which city clerk and of-
fice manager Andrea Moen said
was important to know. “We’d want
to know what the interest rate is,
because we’re making an upfront
payment on this.”

Council member Ivan Maas ex-
pressed frustration. “In the short
time I’ve been here, this is the third
time we have had to turn back
someone for incomplete quotes,”
he said. “It’s monotonous that we
have to keep doing this, and we
don’t get the information we need
the first time.”

Before tabling the issue, council
member Jim Mulcahey suggested
ways the golf course could try to
pay for the utility cart without ac-
quiring a loan. When suggesting
potentially using stimulus money,
council member Andy Ahlman felt
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like doing that would cause “a lot
of backlash.”

Mulcahey then suggested the
golf course use the profits from the
past few years. “If we don’t have to
finance, I’d rather use some of that
money,” he said.

In other business, council
members approved a $9,195 dona-
tion from the Janesville Area Golf
Association for the new ball dis-
penser at Prairie Ridge. They voted
to pass a set of rules for council
etiquette which had previously
been tabled. A budget work session
was scheduled for May 15.

Reports

Council member Maas and
Mayor Arnoldt reported on a recent
visit to look at the St. Peter com-
munity center. Maas explained that
the facility is 90,000 square feet, in-
cludes a childcare center, meeting
rooms, a large gym, an outdoor
pool, a weight room, and other
spaces.

Maas also talked with people in
Lake Crystal about the recreational
center there, which is a 64,000-
square-foot property with 80 park-
ing spaces. “Somebody said it

didn’t cost the residents of the city
a penny,” he claimed. “But it costs
$80,000 a year to maintain and 20
employees work there.”

Maas also visited a new childcare
facility in Lake Crystal which
serves 80 children and 16 infants.
“They are located in the old Crystal
Valley office building,” he said.
“There was money donated to bring
it up to standards.”

Pete Madel of Whispering Creek
updated the council on the nursing
home’s status, reporting that staff-
ing has been a challenge while ac-
knowledging the contributions of
long-serving staff members. “We’re
blessed to have long-term employ-
ees,” Madel said. “We have a lot of
the same faces from 20 years ago.”

He called the nursing home’s
bank balance “decent,” and said
that it could be eligible for a
$600,000 grant credit. “The first
two months of this year are also off
to a nice start,” he reported. “That’s
usually not the norm even in a typi-
cal year.”

Madel then thanked the council
for 23 years as the Whispering
Creek manager, and stated his hope
o be around for a few more.

The meeting adjourned at 8:09
p.m.
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Charles N. Luther standing outside the First National Bank
building where he had his barber shop in the basement be-
ginning early in the twentieth century.

‘The barber shop’

By PATRICIA L. DUNN
Submitted story

In the early days, barber shops
were called “Tonsorial Shops.”
The dictionary says that “tonso-
rial” means “of a barber and his
work.” Usually used humorously!

In the year 1915, Charles N.
Luther rented the basement area
from Waseca’s First National Bank
to be used as his “Barber Shop.”
(Frank Sankovitz was the president
of the bank at that time.)

To enter the shop, one needed to
walk down the steps on the outside
of the south side of the building. A
door and long windows were in-
stalled. The steps have since been
removed and the wall and step area
have been closed up.

In the barber shop, there were
three barber chairs with counters
and mirrors behind them. The
floors were covered in linoleum.
Chairs for waiting customers were
on both sides of the entry door.
There was also a deacon’s bench.

At the front (west) end of the
space there was another room used
at one time by Marie Eustice (Mrs.
Joe) as a beauty shop. She gave
permanents and cut and styled
ladies” hair. To the immediate right
of that room was one with a bath-
tub (claw foot of course), a chair
and railing for a towel and a small
mirror to see one’s face. The
charge for using the tub, water,
and, of course, soap was 25¢ or
50¢. The bath was used mostly on
Saturday evenings by men prepar-
ing for Sunday church services—or
whatever.

The east end of the building’s
basement housed the furnace and
utilities. The building custodian,
George Krenke, had his shop,
workbench and supplies there as
well. George made the wooden
valances for the front window of

the Waverly Hotel building. Since
ceasing to be a hotel, the building
had been turned into apartments
and offices. At work in one of the
Waverly building’s front offices
were Don and Jerry Welna, a pair
of brothers who were both dentists.
The building was owned by Frank
Conway, owner of the “Savings
and Loan” business next door.

Dr. Ben Gallagher, M.D. had his
office in the far east end of the
bank building. The stairs are still
there and are still used today.

Harvey Larson was a longstand-
ing co-worker to Barber Charlie.
Harvey intended to take over the
shop when Charlie retired, but that
never happened as Harvey died of
a heart attack while ice fishing on
Clear Lake one winter.

Charles brought his barber chair
and mirror home when he retired
and made a special place in his
basement to continue cutting hair
for friends and family. Some of his
many grandchildren still live in
Waseca. Among them are Dave
Dunn, who is on the Waseca
School Board, his wife Melissa
Dunn who writes for this paper and
teaches at NRHEG, Barbara
Buker, who owns and operates
Personalized Printing and Apparel
with her husband Mark in the old
Didra building on the southwest
intersection of Elm Avenue and
State Street, and his granddaughter
Jane Dunn, who owns and operates
Healing Hands with Linda Grant in
the Eye Doctor Siegfried Oeljen,
M.D. brick house on the opposite
corner from the Waseca County
Courthouse.

Charlie subbed a few years for a
barber in Owatonna. And he also
helped out Bob McCarthy quite a
bit. Otherwise you could find him
fishing on Clear Lake!

Lions Pancake Breakfast

Volunteering at the Waseca
Lions pancake breakfast Sat-
urday, were, to the right, from
left: Jim Ferch, Ryan Ludwig,
Jared Dufault, Lucille Young-
berg, Jenny Kluvers, LION,
Diane Beckmann, Tiffany
Lynch, Neil Fruechte, Steve
Graff, Bob Hunter, Larry
Johnson.

Below, from left, volunteers
Mary Cornelius and Diane
Beckmann dishing up pan-
cakes and pancake flipper Jim
Ferch.

Photos by the Lions
and Tristan Jensen

Breakfast open |

By TRISTAN JENSEN
Staff Writer

The Waseca Lions Club returned
to the tradition of its annual pancake
breakfast fundraiser on Sunday,
March 26. The organization first
formed in 1927, and pancake break-
fasts were among its first fundraising
endeavors, making this a long-held
tradition in the city. This year's was
the first in four years, after the
COVID-19 pandemic required a
pause. Attendance was down some-
what from previous numbers, but
that didn't carry over to the Lions
working the breakfast. All members

of the Lions Club help with the
breakfast, with tasks ranging from
setup, cooking and serving food, or
cleanup. They also get assistance
from Waseca's scouts, who handle
table service. Thirteen scouts of all
ages volunteered at the 2023 break-
fast. “It takes the community to get
this going,” said Diane Beckmann,
one of the primary organizers. “And
if it takes a year...” added Lucille
Youngberg, another member, with a
shrug.

The proceeds from the annual pan-
cake breakfast go to several causes.
The Lions Club is the chartered or-

ganization for Waseca's male and fe-
male BSA Scout troops and the cub
pack, and those groups receive part
of the proceeds. The breakfast also
supports the Lions Club scholar-
ships, which amount to about $3,000
given to graduating seniors, diction-
aries provided by the Lions for all
local third-graders, and eye services
to needy kids. The Lions Eye Bank
is also listed as a beneficiary of the
breakfast, though the main work for
the eye bank comes from donated
glasses. Old pairs of glasses can be
donated at Minnwest Bank, Thrivent
Financial, Munson Eye Care, Dr.

or first time in 4 years

Akre and Clarke Optometrics, the
Dennis-Steffel Funeral Home, Grace
Lutheran Church, and the Waseca
Senior Citizens Center. The glasses
collected are cleaned and measured
for strength, then provided to people
in need in third-world countries.

In addition to the community
members who attend and the scouts
who volunteer, the Lions Club gives
thanks to Kwik Trip, which donated
orange juice, milk and eggs, and
Owatonna's HyVee, which donated
the sausages, pancake mix, and
syrup, for the success of the fund-
raiser.

Dream Catcher

Sleigh and Cutter royalty and committee members gathered to raise money for the Children's
Dream Catcher program with their annual bingo event.

Pioneer photo by Tristan Jensen

Sacred
Heart
to offer
pillow
cleaning

The Catholic Daughters of
America, Court Sacred Heart
#1424 invites everyone to Carl-
son’s Pillow Cleaning Service,
which will be operating in front
of the Sacred Heart Parish Center
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday
April 15. A mobile unit will de-
odorize, sanitize, fluff and re-tick
the pillows. Pillows will be ready
and returned on the same day.
Custom made NEW pillows and
comforters are for sale. Proceeds
go to support Sacred Heart
School, Habitat for Humanity
and other local charities.
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Crafty

The Mill in Waseca hosted a spring craft show Saturday
Pioneer photos by Tristan Jensen

March 25.

Tawnia and Darius Garten representing Willow Creek Es-
sentials, an Elysian-based minimal ingredient soap line.

Dan and Teagan Collier from Dan's Rustic Creations and
Teagan's Tasty Treats of Waseca with one of Dan's hand-

made coolers.

Waldorf
Veterans
Memorial?

Barnes presents
his plan for park

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher

In early March, the city of Waldorf received a
grant for $3,000 from Prairie Lakes Regional Arts
Council for completion of a 50-foot-long mural.
The location is the old “Eisen” building across the
street from the community center. Part of the grant
application included an announcement of another
project, the “Waldorf Veterans Memorial Park.”

The project, at this point, is still foggy and may
not actually happen.

But it will if Waldorf resident Charlie Barnes
has anything to say about it.

“I’ve got all this in my head and I think we can
do it,” Barnes said during a public presentation at
the Waldorf City Council meeting on March 13.

“I really shouldn’t put a number on it, but I
think this project is going to be around $80,000,”
Barnes said. “Although I want to see this through,
I don’t expect this to get done this summer. This
project is for the veterans, for the community... I
want to hear music. We’ll get the barn boys out
there.”

Barnes and mayor Rob Wilkening hint that the
project may already have one large backer and
point to numerous local groups who could support
the park, including the Waseca Area Foundation,
area veteran organizations, and the Waseca Me-
morial Park Committee which Barnes is a
member of.

The purpose of the Waldorf Veterans Memorial
Park (WVMP) is “to provide a commemorative
place to celebrate the historical community of
Waldorf, Minnesota, and the memory of all Amer-
ican Veterans who served our country to protect
and provide us our freedom and peaceful way of
life.”

“It’1l really beautify the downtown area,” Wil-
kening said during the meeting.

Everyone in attendance, including Barnes,
agreed the city would not participate financially
in this project.

So how would it work?

Once the city of Waldorf gives the okay for
Barnes to proceed, he will donate the land across
from the community center to the city. The size of
the space is about 50 feet by 70 feet long.

Next, a design, currently in development,
would be discussed and then approved by the city
council.

The design would include the following

1. Three flag poles to be used for the American
Flag, the State of Minnesota Flag, and a POW
flag. These poles must include appropriate foun-
dation and lighting.

2. A large memorial rock or stone that will dis-
play a memorial plaque to be provided by the
American Legion.

3. A large 20° gazebo designed in a tasteful

The Waldorf City Council approved for a mural to be painted on the white wall shown
above. It is hoped that the area in front will be Waldorf Veterans Memorial Park.

“I've goft all this in my
head and | think we can
doit. ” — Charlie Barnes

manner with appropriate foundation, lighting, and
power connections.

4. Park benches that will surround the gazebo
for public enjoyment.

5. Lighting for evening enjoyment of the park
and mural.

6. A cobblestone walkway from the street side-
walk to the gazebo.

Barnes provided a rough design for what the
project could look like.

He also provided the council with a list of “stip-
ulations”:

1. The City of Waldorf will recognize this plot
of land as the Waldorf Veterans Memorial

Park.

2. The City of Waldorf may not modify the use
of, or sell this plot of land for a period of 50 con-
secutive years.

3.The City of Waldorf must manage the cost of
maintenance, upkeep, and repairs to the Waldorf
Veterans Memorial Park.

4. The City of Waldorf will maintain appropri-
ate insurance for public use of the park, and cov-
erage for any damage to the park or the mural.

5. The City of Waldorf will recognize and in-
clude the Waldorf American Legion Post #587 in
regard to any changes, mediation, upkeep, or is-
sues pertaining to the Waldorf Veterans Memorial
Park.

Barnes assured everyone the town of Waldorf
will not be asked to provide any “primary fund-
ing” for the initial development and building of
the Waldorf Veterans Memorial Park.

“Funding for the park should be raised through
grants and voluntary donations from patrons, or-
ganizations, and businesses who wish to be in-
volved in our endeavor,” a handout provided to
residents read.

Barnes outlined the steps the city should take if
they decide to move forward:

A rough sketch of what Waldorf’s Vet-
eran’s Memoiral Park could look like.

1. Assign a director to manage and document
fundraising and the use of money raised for the
Waldorf Veterans Memorial Park.

2. Open a bank checking account to be used
solely for the Waldorf Veterans Memorial

Park.

3. Approve the use of the City of Waldorf tax
exemption status for park fundraising.

Barnes cited several cost considerations the city
should take into account before proceeding: main-
tenance (short and long term), insurance, electri-
cal, water/sewer, taxes and supplies.

In order to move forward the city council will
need to proceed with a public hearing and then
take action on the project. No action was taken
during the March meeting and the topic will be
discussed in great detail in April.

“Everybody feels encouraged about this?”
Mayor Wilkening asked.

He was met with a collective “head nod” from
all those in attendance.

“Thank you kindly.” Barnes concluded.
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Charlie and Danielle Androli of C and A Designs, which

has a newly opened storefront in Waseca.

Scheffert brought piglets and a baby
goat.

If a mini petting-zoo wasn’t quite
what the kids were looking for, there
were many other activities including
a giant Connect Four game, a fishing
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pond, and Play-Doh tables. Even the
Waseca Fire and Police Departments
and the County Sheriff made an ap-
pearance and provided fun activities
which also gave information about
safety.

While the children had fun, organ-
izations from all over the local area
provided the parents with infor-
mation they could find useful. Some
of the agencies are located in town,
including TEAM Academy School,

Jays’ Nest, and Waseca Head Start.
Other agencies outside of Waseca
County were the Lutheran Social
Services of Minnesota (based out of
Mankato) and Families First of Min-
nesota.

Lutheran Social Services of Min-
nesota provide support to families
that may be struggling with nurturing
their children due to financial strains
or housing problems. Families First
is an agency that has a Head Start

program for preschools.

The evening provided many op-
portunities for both the soon-to-be
students and their parents to learn
more about the options available to
them. It especially gave the parents a
chance to get educated themselves on
how they can get more involved in
their child’s education while receiv-
ing support along the way.
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OPENING DAY — Boys’ and girls’ track teams from around the region faced off during a tournamet at MSU’s field house last Thursday. From left: Kya Hoof handing the baton to Ella Dufault in the
4x400 relay; Center photo: Evie O’Brien runs in the relay; Far right: Colton Schroeder and Tristan Godwin.

Pioneer photos by Michael Roy

WHS track & field teams open season indoors

Ahlschlager, Russell, Sampson win events as boys edged by a point at Minnesota State-Mankato

By MICHAEL ROY
Staff Writer

Two points were the difference be-
tween Mankato East, Waseca, and
Jordan’s boys at the Waseca High
School track and field season opener
Thursday, March 23 at Myers Field
House, Minnesota State University-
Mankato.

Waseca had tough competition at
the indoor meet.

Mankato East took the gold from
Waseca with 62 points. Waseca
scored 61, Jordan 60. Maple River
totaled 41 points.

The Lady Jays took third with 35
points, getting bested by Mankato
East, who ran away with it with 145

points, and Jordan with 37. Maple
River scored 19.

Girls’ results

The girls found success in the 60
hurdles, where senior Camille Ring
took the gold. She clocked 9.89. Viv-
ian Mader placed 4th.

The Lady Jays finished first in the
4x800 relay in 11:02.82, second in
the sprint medley relay and third in
the 4x200.

The Lady Jays’ best finish in the
60-meter dash was by Camila Mar-
quez, who placed 9th out of 36 ath-
letes.

Brooklyn Flatau had more luck in
the 200, placing 6th with a time of

30.5. Maren Schimming took 5th in
the 800 in 2:51. Sophomore Callie
Dufault performed best out of all the
girls’ runners with a 3rd-place finish.

The jumpers had a bit of a tougher
day. High jumper Haydn Lynch
cleared 4-4 for sixth, tying Gabby
Lopez. Ring had more success with
a 3rd-place finish in the long jump.

Rounding out the girls’ perform-
ance at MSU was sophomore Kalea
Sartori and senior Sam Azure on the
shot put. Sartori placed 3rd while
Azure took 4th.

Boys’ results
The boys’ portion of the meet was
neck-and-neck. Senior Kyle Ahl-

schlager took 1st in the 60-meter
dash in 7.0 seconds, while Kaeden
Johnson took 3rd and Micah Allen-
Haas placed 5th. Damarius Russell
bested Mankato East’s Aaron Stewart
for 1st place in the 200, while
Johnson took 3rd.

In the 800, Tristan Godwin placed
10th and Colten Schroeder 11th.

Isaac Feldkamp gave the boys a
boost with a 4th-place finish in the
1600. Cole Schultz placed 9th in the
60 hurdles.

The relays were where Waseca
found the most success. The boys’ A
team took st in the 4x200 while the
B team took 3rd. The boys took the
top spot in the 4x400 with the B team

taking 6th. The
4x800 A team
took 3rd.

Pole  vaulter
Addison Sampson
took the top spot,
while Ahlschlager
took the top spot

in the long jump.

Carson Ohnstad’s
3rd-place finish in
the triple jump was
an added bonus.

The boys’ shot put ended the
Waseca meet with Eddie Herman
taking the top spot with Ethan Sten-
zel in 3rd.

Waseca had another meet at MSU

Ahlschlager

Russell Sampson

on Tuesday, March 28 against Mank-
ato Loyola, Minnesota Valley Lu-
theran, St. Clair-Immanuel Lutheran,
and St. James Area.

NRHEG track teams
2nd in indoor meet

Tuttle, VanMaldeghem pace Panthers

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

The NRHEG track and field teams
opened the season with the USC/AC
Indoor Invitational at Minnesota
State-Mankato Monday, March 27.

The Panther boys and girls turned
in a strong performance, both finish-
ing second to JWP.

JWP won the boys' meet with 148
points, followed by NRHEG with
120, GFW 88, WWG/RRC 63 and
USC/AC 9.

Will Tuttle was the high point man
for the Panthers, winning three
events. He took the 55-meter high
hurdles in 7.83 seconds, the 55 inter-
mediate hurdles in 8.18 and the triple
jump at 37-1.5. Notably the triple
jump was Tuttle’s first experience in
the event. Coming into the meet he
was not expected to compete in the
triple jump.

“For someone who's never com-
peted in the triple jump, that was a
really, really good performance,”
NRHEG Coach Duey Ferber said.

The rest of NRHEG firsts were by
Sawyer Prigge, 55 dash, 6.82; Devin
Nelton, 1600, 5:38.97; and Jaylin
Raab, long jump, 19-6.

Other places: Raab, second, 55,
6.84; Prigge, second, high jump, 5-

"It felt good to be
out competing
again.”

— NRHEG coach
Duey Ferber

10; Conner Nelson, second, 800,
2:26.26; Lucas Hanna, second, shot
put, 38-11.25; Aidan Deyle, third,
200, 25.75; 4x200 relay, third,
1:52.86 (Parker Bunn, Levin Kitzer,
Logan Scheill, Gavin Sletten; Kitzer,
fourth, 55 high hurdles, 9.47 and
fourth, 55 intermediate hurdles, 9.29;
Bunn, fifth, 55 highs, 9.60 and fifth,
55 intermediates, 9.36; Sletten, fifth,
800, 2:33.57; Nelson, fifth, pole
vault, 8-6.

"We saw some nice performances
tonight," said Ferber. "It felt good to
be out competing again. Six first
places and two second-place finishes
is a good way to start the season."

JWP ran away with the girls’ title
with 189 points. Following were
NRHEG with 89, USC/AC 65, GFW
65 and WWG/RRC 50.

Taking first for NRHEG were

FIRST-PLACE FINISHES — Above, the Panthers’ Anika Ladlie clears the high-jump bar on her way to placing first at 5-0. Will Tuttle,
below, hurdled and jumped his way to three victories Monday night in Mankato.

Quinn VanMaldeghem, 1600, 5:51.6;
Anika Ladlie, high jump, 5-0; and
the 4x400 relay, 4:54.18 (Kiera Le-
nort, Sierra Misgen, VanMaldeghem,
Clara Buendorf).

Malonna Wilson was second in the
triple jump at 29-7 and Josie Strom
second in the shot put at 29-3.5.

Others: Misgen, third, 400, 1:10.8
fourth, long jump, 12-6 and sixth, 55
dash, 8.24; Paige Johnson, third, 200,
31.69 and third, long jump, 13-9;
4x200 relay, third, 2:17.32 (Kyra

Spies, Winter Pederson, Orianna
Degen, Anika Ladlie); Makenzie
Mueller, fourth, shot put, 26-10; Le-
nort, fourth, high jump, 4-4 and fifth,
400, 1:11.67; Buendorf, fifth, 400,
1:12.28 and fifth, long jump, 12-
0.75.

"We had some nice performances
by the girls tonight," said Ferber.
"We were a little shorthanded be-
cause of the band/choir trip. It's nice
to have an indoor meet while there's
still snow on the ground."

Pioneer photos by Eli Lutgens

JWP track squads bring home the gold from Mankato

By MICHAEL ROY

While conditions aren’t quite favorable yet
to be outside on the track, that’s not stopping
the JWP track and field teams.

Both the boys and the girls took first in the
Gopher Conference Indoor Meet at Minne-
sota State University-Mankato on Saturday,
March 25.

“It sure was a beautiful day to be a track
athlete,” coach Samuel Schruin said. “We
had an incredible start to the 2023 track sea-
son.

“Very strong” may be an understatement
concerning how big of leads they took for
first place.

The girls took the gold with 125 points,
with Kenyon-Wanamingo-Goodhue a distant
2nd with 79. Hayfield scored 59, Triton 53,
Medford 52 and Blooming Prairie 46.

The boys compiled 167 points. Taking 2nd

with 78 less points was Blooming Prairie.
Medford totaled 48, Triton 44, Hayfield 39,
Kenyon-Wanamingo-Goodhue 14.

Zach Groll, Alex James, Derek Gustafson,
Shane Witts, Charles Adams, and Noah
Brock-Oxner debuted for the boys while Ne-
vaeh Weimert and Chloe Kaiser debuted for
the girls.

Junior Kaden Baker took 1st in the 55-
meter hurdles. Ava Appel took 2nd for the
girls in the 55 hurdles.

Sophomore Isaac Gahlon took 2nd in the
55 dash, with Dylan McWaters taking 4th.
McWaters took 5th in the 200. Ryan Kron-
bach took 2nd in the 200 and 3rd in the 400.
Kronbach was only bested in the 200 by
Daulton Bauer, who took the gold while plac-
ing behind Kronbach in the 400 with 4th.
Memphis James rounded up the short runs
with a Sth-place finish in the 400.

In the boys’ 1600, three JWP runners took
the top spots. Alexander Kleve took 1st place,
with Derek Gustafson taking 3rd after lead-
ing most of the race. Sophomore Luke Ca-
hill, who was tripped up near the final lap,
sprinted as hard as he could after falling be-
hind and finished in 2nd.

The girls did well in the sprints and runs,
too. Madeline Hoehn had the best day in this
category, placing 2nd in the 800. Sophomore
Lilly Strauss also had a 2nd-place finish in
the 200 while taking 3rd in the 400. Fresh-
men Nevaeh Weimert and Katelyn Olson
took 4th and 5th in the 200, respectively.
Brielle Bure took 5th in the 55 dash, and Ash-
lin Keyes took 5th in the 400.

Relays: Usually the strongest part of the
girls’ team in years’ past, their performance
on Saturday was business as usual. The
4x200 team of Presley James, Raquel

Fischer, Brielle Bure, and Katelyn Olson
took Ist place, with the 4x400 team of
Kwynn Krause, Faith Olson, Lauren White,
and MaKenzie Westphal taking second in the
4x400. Another 4x400 team made of of
James, Bure, Madeline Hoehn, and Madison
Kunst took 3rd.

The boys’ 4x200 also took home the gold
with the team of Isaac Gahlon, Nick Johnson,
Jack Cahill, and McWaters. The team of
Luke Cahill, Derek Gustafson, Alex Kleve,
and Memphis James took 2nd in the 4x400.

Jumps and Pole Vault: While Kronbach
had a great day running, he was at his best in
the high jump and long jump, where he took
the gold in both categories. James also took
a top spot for the Bulldogs with the triple
jump, while Isaac Gahlon placed first in the
pole vault.

Other finishers for the boys in this category

were McWaters in 4th in the long jump, Mi-
chael VanRavenhorst 3rd in the triple jump,
and Alex James 5th in the long jump.

Strauss placed 4th in the long jump while
Ashlin Keyes took 2nd in the high jump.
Presley James and Claire Walz took 4th and
5th in the triple jump, respectively.

Shot Put: Senior Raquel Fischer took 2nd
while senior Michael VanRavenhorst took
4th for the boys. Aubrey Weedman took 4th
while Caitlin Kleve took 5th.

The boys and girls’ track team traveled to
MSU again to face GFW, NRHEG, United
South Central, and Westbrook-Walnut Grove
Monday, March 27. They had another go at
MSU the following Thursday against Blue
Earth Area, Hutchinson, and Mankato East.
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IN FULL SWING - Jim King, general manager of Prairie
Ridge Golf Course in 1998, was ready for spring to begin.

Chickens running
amok In Janesville

1923

-In the matter of the restoration of passenger trains No. 507 and No.
6 upon complaints by the Dodge Center Commercial Club, the Winona
Association of Commerce, the Rochester Civic and Commerce Associ-
ation and the Civic and Commerce Association of Mankato, the State
Railroad and Warehouse Commission on Thursday, March 22, handed
down a decision which in effect restores these trains or trains that will
run upon a similar time schedule. No intimation as to the exact date
when the service will become operative has been received. But in all
probability it will become effective next Monday, the 2nd of April.

-Last week Professor Cole supplied this office with data relative to
the activities of the local American Legion Post No. 281. The members
are now meeting regularly in the Krueger building which was recently
leased for a year. The room has been supplied with the necessary fixtures
and is so fully equipped as to form a really enjoyable meeting place.
Discussions in the two last meetings clustered around the idea or sug-
gestion that the Legion as an organization should become a power for
good in the community. This might be worked out and manifested in
various ways and in numberless activities.

-The owners of chickens in the village do not seem to comprehend
that the state law against chickens running at large means and includes
all seasons of the year. Of course, they are kept shut up during the winter,
but with the coming of the first warm days they are turned loose to roam
when and where they will, to wallow around and uproot choice plants
and shrubbery, scattering dirt and other filth over walks and incidentally
bringing down upon their owners heads the anathema of right-minded
people who do not believe in annoying their neighbors.

1948

-About thirty-five 4-H club leaders and officers from the county 4-H
clubs met at the Community Building in Waseca for the second institute
this year. At the meeting session, Mrs. Evelyn Dose, State Club Agent,
gave a demonstration on making a worked buttonhole and then analyzed
her procedure. She have helpful suggestions for the introduction of a
demonstration, judging method of preparing an outline and dividing the
work in case of team demonstrators, and the way to summarize or close
demonstrations.

-Highlighting the close of the football and basketball seasons of 1945-
46, Janesville High School held its annual lettermen’s banquet in the
home economics room. During the tasty dinner, which was prepared and
served by Miss Frederickson’s home economic classes, various short
and appropriate speeches were given by the master of ceremonies, Supt.
Palmer. He stressed the value of physical fitness and the benefits one
can derive from sports.

-From present indications it looks as though Janesville will be pro-
vided with natural gas before the year gets too far along. About four rep-
resentatives of the gas company were in town checking on the local
situation in an effort to get an idea on how many of our citizens will be
in the market for gas. Three of the gas company men were covering the
town to find out who is going to want gas when the installation of gas
mains has been completed.

1973

-Ticket sales have picked up this week for Janesville’s Professional
Wrestling Card, scheduled for 8 p.m. Friday night in the Janesville High
School gym. Tickets are still available from Rotarians and will be sold
at the door. Seven well-known professional wrestlers will see action in
three matches. In the opening match, Stan Kowalski (better known as
The Big K), will try to mess up Larry (Pretty Boy) Hennig. Kowalski
stands 6-4 and weights 275. Hennig is a former Vern Gagne students
who has turned to “rough house” tactics.

-Jack Johnson is betting $100,000 he can rid southern Minnesota of
junk cars and make a decent living doing it. Johnson, the owner of JJ &
Sons Auto Crushing, Eagle Lake, has recently invested $100,000 into a
car crusher, tractor, and related equipment. You might have noticed his
advertisement in area papers. It’s headline: WANTED - 100,000 JUNK
CARS.

-Jeff Ketzeback, 8, is three dollars richer after he proved once again
that old adage “Honesty is the best policy.” Jeff, the son of Mr. And Mrs.
Gary Ketzeback, was uptown after school Friday when he spotted a bill-
fold laying in the street near the post office. The young second grader
never hesitated a bit. He brought the billfold, with all its credit cards and
$41 cash, into the argus office. Jeff went on his way, but shortly there-
after, Mr. B.R. Martin of Wells, Minnesota, came in looking like he had
lost his best friend. He hadn’t lost a friend, but he had lost his billfold.
He was one happy man when he learned that Jeff had found the billfold.

1998

-The dean’s list for winter quarter 1998 at Winona State University
has been announced by Vice President for Academic Affairs, Dennis
Nielsen. To be named to the dean’s list, a student must be an undergrad-
uate enrolled full-time (at least 12 credit hours for a grade) and achieve
a minimum grade point average of 3.5. Nicole Ewert, daughter of Don
and Sandy Ewert of Janesville, was named to the dean’s list.

-Decreasing enrollment figures mean fewer staff in the Janesville-
Waldorf-Pemberton School District. During a special meeting on Mon-
day, March 30, the JWP School Board approved position reductions for
seven staff members. Overall, the district is seeing a total of 16 program-
matic and position reductions. These reductions do not mean the end of
programs, rather a decrease in the number of sections.

-While area golfers are anxiously awaiting the season opener, none
can be more excited than general manager Jim King, who will be leading
Prairie Ridge in its third season. “I’m excited about it,” King said.
“We’re going to have a great year.” While King is a new employee, he
is not a new face. An avid golfer, King has been playing the Prairie
Ridge course for the past two years, and has been golfing for some 30
years.

1973: Boycotting
high meat prices

Waseca Herald, 1923

-A fair sized audience was present
at the city hall to hear the debate be-
tween Mayor Swartwood and his
critics. Albert Neidt presided at the
meeting but the audience was dis-
appointed, as no one accepted the
Mayor’s challenge to debate his offi-
cial record. When the meeting was
called to order, the Mayor asked if
the party who wrote the anonymous
criticism of his administration was
present. No one answered. He then
asked if any office or member of the
so-called “League of Tax-Payers”
was present. There was no answer.
He said that if anyone had any criti-
cism of his public record they ought
to be present and make their state-
ments in the open like men.

-In the battle of ballots last Mon-
day, Geo. H. Goodspeed was elected
mayor, defeating Mayor Swartwood
by 28 votes. The result was generally
expected by those who paid any at-
tention to the political contest, Mr.
Goodspeed had a well-organized
bunch of workers, while Dr. Swart-
wood did no campaigning himself.

-Four men robbed the Leuthold-
Armitage clothing store at Waterville
of about $5,000 worth of clothing
and silks about 3 o’clock Friday
morning. They left two big touring
cars near the furniture factory, then
came up town with a gasoline can,
met the night policeman, Sheridan
Bruce, and asked where they could
get gasoline, as they were stalled out-
side of town. Before Bruce realized
what was happening, a man was on
each side of him and two guns were
rubbing his ribs. He was quickly dis-
armed and while one man guarded
him the other three broke into the
store basement through a coal chute,
forced a trap door, came upstairs and
made their clean-up.

-Waseca music lovers enjoyed a
treat Tuesday evening in the presen-
tation of the sacred cantata “Joy
After Sorrow” at the Methodist
church. The cantata was given by the
church choir with orchestra accom-
paniment under the direction of Prof.
S. C. Huffman, and each number on
the program was a credit to both the
director and those taking part, and
demonstrated that the musical talent
of Waseca is far above the average.

Waseca Herald, 1948

-Waseca will be stepping back into
a pre-war atmosphere next June
when it holds its first “Overall Days”
on the 15th and 16th and there are
new wrinkles along with other ideas
in store for the celebration. The dates
of the two-day frolic were set by a

committee of three men this week
from the Chamber of Commerce
which is sponsoring the plan. At the
annual meeting in February, the
membership voted unanimously to
revive the celebration.

-The charge of writing a check
without sufficient funds in the bank
was dismissed in district court Tues-
day morning by Judge Axel B. An-
derson after the state’s evidence was
presented. Joseph o’Rourke, 23 year
old Waseca man, who had the charge
planed against him after cashing a
check at the Army Surplus store op-
erated by Al Liggett on January 31,
was free.

-Candidates for city offices in the
spring election next Monday turned
up at a voters’ rally, sponsored by the
League of Women’s Voters, with the
definite opinions why they were run-
ning and what they stood for. And on
the other side some 400 voters turned
out with a strong interest in city gov-
ernment and questions on city prob-
lems and what candidates thought
about city issues. City planning,
maintenance of streets and sewers,
the library building and how to con-
trol dogs in the city were all a part of
the session between candidates and
voters.

-Sweet corn picking machines will
become a definite part of Fairmont
Canning Company’s agricultural
program in 1948, company officials
announced today with confirmation
of the purchase of a considerable
number to be distributed among the
company’s various factory districts.
The machines have been under test
here and at many other places in the
United States for several years. In
1947 they were used in Minnesota
for the first tie on a commercial
basis.

Waseca Daily Journal, 1973

-Waseca County NFO (National
Farmers Organization) members will
join in the fight to protect their mar-
ket prices by attending a “Plan for
Action” meeting in Rochester to-
night which will include farmers
from Minnesota, lowa, and Wiscon-
sin. The purpose of the meeting will
be to get the farmers’ feelings on
what should be done about the drop-
ping meat and grain price and to plan
organized action to regain the
farmers’ price.

-Waseca Sherift’s Department re-
ported a burglary at Janesville High
School sometime during Thursday
night. According to the Sheriff’s of-
fice four electric typewriters were
stolen from the business department
at the school. The theft was noticed

READY TO RECORD — Mark Schuster (left) stands with Mike
Miller, owner of Imagine Studios, in the control room of the
studio. At this point in 1998, the company had been around for
three years and moved to 114 South State Street in Waseca.

at 7:45 a.m. today as teachers came
to work. Authorities are investigating
the incident.

-Waseca’s world walkers, David
and Peter Kunst, resumed their walk
for UNICEF Tuesday and are ex-
pected to reach the Pakistan border
Sunday. The brothers have obtained
their visas to walk through Pakistan
and also India, in case they cannot
obtain permission to talk through
China. David and Peter expect to
spend one week in Islamabad, the
capital of Pakistan, working on ob-
taining their visa for china.

-Spaghetti, macaroni, chicken and
seafood topped the Sunday dinner
menus for thousands of Americans
on the opening day of a week-long
meat boycott protesting high prices.
Most meat markets were closed on
Sunday, so it was hard to judge
whether housewives were crossing
beef, lamb, and pork off their shop-
ping lists. President Nixon an-
nounced last Thursday night that a
ceiling on the price of all beef, pork,
and lamb was to go into effect today.
But leaders of consumer groups said
the boycott would be held anyway
because the ceiling would not be ef-
fective.

Waseca County News, 1998

-The Sunday night storm that left
devastation in its path through south-
ern Minnesota propelled Wasecans
into early action early Monday
morning. While the storm merely
dumped a half inch of rain in five mi-
nutes in Waseca County, a tornado
killed a child and displaced several
families and individuals in neighbor-

ing St. Peter.

-Like all good things, Dorothy
Speight’s career came to an end Fri-
day. Speight, a constant for the past
24 years in Waseca County’s High-
way Department, adapted well as
another constant, change, swirled
around her through her years. While
Speight’s title, duties and the tech-
nology surrounding her were mod-
ified, her tireless dedication to
department accounting did not.

-A recent study that came out of
the University of Illinois revealed
that the Drug Abuse Resistance Edu-
cation (DARE) program may not be
as efficient as some think. One point
the study made was the program
does not work by the time kids reach
high school age, when drugs and al-
cohol are more available to them.
What they have learned in the pro-
gram has not been retained for later
years.

-Mike Miller, owner of Imagine
Studios, wants to provide Waseca
with the ability to do one-stop shop-
ping. Imagine Studios has the capa-
bility to record weddings or record a
music video. “We have everything
under one roof, a one-stop studio,”
Miller said. The three-year-old com-
pany was previous located just out-
side of Waseca on east Highway 14.
During that time the company
recorded four records. Miller said he
is extremely appreciative to Gene
Miller for helping them get their start
and allowing them to rent space from
his building.

New fire trucks, bulls, and staters

1923

- A 2,000 pound, four year old
Shorthorn bull was received by Fran-
cis McGrath at this place Monday of
this week. The animal was purchased
of Geo. Lingren at Hallock, Minn.,
and was sired by an animal that has
twice won the grand championship at
the Minnesota and North Dakota
State fairs and at the Crookston Mid-
winter Show. His granddam was an
imported cow and was three times
grand champion milking Shorthorn
at the International show at Chicago.

- Mr. and Mrs. P. D. Breilein were
very pleasantly surprised by about
fifty relatives and friends last Tues-
day evening, it being their twenty-
fifth wedding anniversary. The
evening was spent at cards and other
amusements. A delicious lunch was
served at midnight. Mr. and Mrs.
Breilein were presented with a purse
of silver and other gifts as a token of
their regard. Rev. Herbst, who was to
have been a guest of honor, for some
reason could not be present, but sent
a letter of blessing and good cheer,
which was read by Mrs. Herbst.

- Sig. Haugdahl, famous automo-
bile racer who holds several world's
records for speed; passed through
Hartland Saturday in a Ford sedan.
Saturday, as all car drivers know, was
not an ideal day for joy-riding. In
fact, Sig and his Ford were the only
ones known to be out skidding the
rough places and bucking the snow
drifts and the driver was getting
through the same as he wins races
and smashes records in the good old
summer time, regardless.

1948

- New Richland's new fire truck

on order for many months arrived

Wednesday. It is a Dodge and
comes from Stav Motors, Waseca,
the low bidders. Art Stensrud, Ethan
Allen, Russell Peterson, and Fred
Sable, with Allen's car in which to
return, took the truck to Lindstrom,
northeast of St. Paul, where the fire
fighting equipment will be attached.
It will still be some time before the
truck is complete and ready for use.
It is a greatly needed addition to the
fire fighting apparatus of New
Richland.

- Richard Tyrholm of Crumb &
Tyrholm informs the Star that his
company will definitely move its
factory to Hartland and by April 15
may be doing business in the new
location. The firm has made the
purchase of what has been known
as the Community building in the
main part of Hartland. Arrange-
ments have been made to move the
building from its present location to
a spot along the railway track, ac-
ross the street from the Standard
Lumber Co.'s lumber yard. The
building is 40 x 68 feet, ample size
for the tile making business and
will have the advantage of trackage
for receiving materials and shipping
out tile manufactured.

1973

- Members of the New Richland
FFA chapter's Crops judging team
took first in the district and regional
crops contest this weekend. They are
Allen Miller, Orlen Modene, Gary
Hagen and Randy Hagen. The first
three boys were one, two, and three
individually in the contest and Randy
was fifth. Waldorf-Pemberton's FFA
chapter's Crops team placed second
in the district and third in the region.
They are William Marzinski, fourth

individual; Dan Geary, sixth individ-
ual and Mark Meyer, seventh indi-
vidual. These boys took care of most
of the top ten places.

- The hearing on the construction
of County Ditch 47, south of the vil-
lage of New Richland with outlet
into the creek running through the
village was continued to a future date
by the Waseca County Commis-
sioners, Monday, after two hours of
discussion at which no agreement
could be reached. The adjourned
hearing will be called when the engi-
neers for the project complete an
amended report and do further
checking into the ditch route through
property owned by Eugene Warke,
where the ditch would outlet into the
natural stream running through the
village of New Richland.

- Three junior girls, Cheryl Wa-
knitz, Clarann Drager and Cathy Bla-
shack, waited anxiously last
Thursday evening for the members
of the auxiliary of the Thomas Mad-
den American Legion Post 587 to
choose Waldorf's Girl Stater for the
year at their meeting at the club-
rooms at Waldorf. These girls were
selected by candidates by the high
school faculty at the Waldorf-Pem-
berton high school. They were
judged on leadership, character, hon-
esty, cooperation and physical fit-
ness. Each of the girls was given an
opportunity to speak to the meeting,
telling them why they would like to
attend. Cheryl Waknitz, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Waknitz, was
chosen.

1998

- Dennis and Virginia Roesler and
family of rural New Richland were
selected as the 1998 Waseca County

Farm Family of the Year. The
Roesler family was nominated by
Waseca County Extension Educator
Jurgen Peters and chosen by the Ex-
tension Service for their achieve-
ments in farming and contributions
to local civic and agricultural organ-
izations. Outstanding farm families
were honored at the 18th annual ban-
quet and recognition program held at
the University of Minnesota Ball-
room Atrium on Thursday evening,
March 19.

-The Panthers', Bulldogs', and
Blossoms' girls basketball teams
each had three members named to
the Gopher All Conference squad re-
cently. Named from the New Rich-
land-Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva
squad were seniors Heidi Crabtree
and Lisa Kyte and junior Amanda
Moon. Janesville-Waldorf-Pember-
ton's all-conference players were
seniors Angie Sheehan and Mandi
Wolff and sophomore Lindsay Wolff.
Named from Blooming Prairie were
seniors Kristen Olson and Katie
Skala and sophomore Andrea Ban-
ton. The Blossoms' Jana Peterson, a
sophomore, received honorable men-
tion.

-Cathy Stringfield from New
Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-
Geneva School District was among
the 600 delegates to the Minnesota
Education Association Representa-
tive Assembly the weekend of March
7 in Bloomington. Delegates heard
from gubernatorial candidates,
passed business items and reaffirmed
their commitment to public educa-
tion.
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Feet are touchy
subject for some

By PASTOR KEN ANDRS

Feet can be a touchy subject for
a lot of people. Over this past week
my feet and ankles have caused me
a lot of pain, mainly from past in-
juries. For others their feet are
overly ticklish and cause much
mirth and laughter. Feet are not
something that get touched by
others a whole lot unless you need
help to care for your feet.

In the cold and snow, we tend to
wear socks and shoes all the time.
Perhaps during summer we will
wear flipflops, or just run around
barefoot. Generally though, our
feet are more protected as we walk
from place to place. This protection
is a necessity in our area for the
weather and comfort.

In the Middle East though, sock
and shoes are not the norm. To take
it a step further, pardon the pun,
during Jesus’ time you wore the
same leather shoes or sandals all the
time if you had them at all. Now
imagine walking the streets, you
put on your new sandals and step
outside into the street and are im-
mediately stepping into the dust and
grime of the street.

In no time your shoes are cov-
ered with dust, not to mention wha-
tever the animals left behind. You
would walk to the streets and at-
tempt to dodge the messes, but you
would get to your destination cov-
ered with the dust and grime that
stuck to the sweat on your feet. You
may have left your house nice and
clean, but then arrived caked in
things you don’t want to think
about.

What would you do walking into
someone’s house, you don’t want
your mess all over their floors. The
home owner didn’t want your mess
in their house either, so they would
provide a service to those who
came to visit. They would have a
servant wash your feet and clean
your shoes. Foot washing was a
humble job, you touched their feet
and whatever the person stepped in.

At the last supper the disciples
rushed to the upper room, they
picked their seats and settled in

without stopping to clean their feet.
Jesus had a plan. He planned to
teach them how to serve one
another. In John 13:1-5 we see His
actions.

1 It was just before the Passover
Feast. Jesus knew that the time had
come for him to leave this world
and go to the Father. Having loved
his own who were in the world, he
now showed them the full extent of
his love. 2 The evening meal was
being served, and the devil had al-
ready prompted Judas Iscariot, son
of Simon, to betray Jesus.

3 Jesus knew that the Father had
put all things under his power, and
that he had come from God and was
returning to God; 4 so he got up
from the meal, took off his outer
clothing, and wrapped a towel
around his waist. 5 After that, he
poured water into a basin and began
to wash his disciples' feet, drying
them with the towel that was
wrapped around him.

Jesus took the humble job at just
the right time to reveal His plans
and purposes. Jesus demonstrated
love to His disciples through wash-
ing their feet. He showed them
how to serve one another by doing
those things that no one wanted to
do.

How can we follow Jesus’ exam-
ple and demonstrate love to one
another? How can we serve one
another? How can we set aside our
personal preferences and demon-
strate love to those that seem unlov-
able? This is the challenge Jesus
gives us in washing the disciple’s
feet. He shows us how to love one
another, even at inconvenient times.

You may not wash another per-
son's feet, but maybe you can do
something else? What is that thing
you could do? It will be revealed at
just the right time and it may be
something that will stretch your
preferences, but it is within your
ability. God may be calling you to
set aside your preferences and serve
others as a demonstration of God’s
love. Be watching for ways you
can show God’s love to others.

Fear of attack

By SANTIAGO RAMIREZ
OCAMPO

Brennan Manning, writer and
preacher known particularly for de-
claring that: "the Lord loves you as
you are, not as you should be be-
cause no one is as they should be.”
I discovered him precisely because
of that statement, in the middle of a
song by a Spanish singer, Alex
Sampedro. The song is called Gra-
cia. Even if you listen to it in Spa-
nish, you will be able to understand
Brennan's statement as it is in his
voice in English. The thing is that
this statement caught my attention,
and soon, I discovered a couple of
his books and preaching.

In one of his books—The signa-
ture of Jesus, 2004—Brennan is se-
vere regarding the carrying and use
of weapons here in the United
States and even declares that if we
would teach and apply one of the
beatitudes that says: blessed are the
peacemakers because they will be
called children of God, maybe so-
ciety would be different. I must
confess that after four years of liv-
ing in the United States and loving
this country, I still cannot combine
Christianity with carrying guns. In
the beginning, even with many
questions in between, I chose to re-
spect the cultural difference and
leave the issue there, that maybe I
did not understand it because I
come from another culture. The
passing of the years has allowed
me, I believe, to overcome that cul-
tural barrier in many other aspects,
so much so that I am still con-
vinced, and with even more argu-
ments than before, that I do not
understand any justification for car-
rying weapons, no matter if it is
legal or illegal.

This column, and I want to be
emphatic in this, is from the lens of
a Christian speaking to Christians.
These words do not apply, nor are
they directed to a person who does
not believe that Jesus lives and does
not recognize Him as the Savior
and Lord of his life.

Why do we live in such fear of
being attacked? I do not understand
this persecution complex that we
so-called contemporary Christians
have. We believe that the whole
world is against us, that they want
to see us ruined, that the Aliens,
Russia, China, or the communists
are going to come and destroy us
just because we dress nice, we have
comforts, we go to church well
groomed, immaculate, we tithe, and
we are against homosexualism,
abortion, sex outside of marriage,
drug use and that kind of things that
above all show moral hypocrisy. It
amazes me time after time to see in
the Bible how the apostles did not
defend themselves from persecu-
tion but instead felt honored to be
persecuted just as their Master was
persecuted for preaching the King-
dom of Heaven! It's absolute mad-
ness wherever you look at it. Even
Paul, a persecutor, is converted and
suffers the aggravation, and if that
were not enough, he goes around
teaching to suffer annoyance too! I
don't understand anything, as I do
almost every time I read the Bible.

In the New Testament, the first
followers of Jesus saw overcoming
evil with sound as the call that Jesus
gave them; they did not defend
themselves when they were judged
and singled out for living the life
their Lord commanded them to live.
And we, two thousand years later,
are not able to sleep without having
a gun in the house, or worse, on the
night table because we feel unpro-
tected, not that they come to mis-
treat us for being servants of Christ
(which, if it were the case, the same
son of God, Jesus, our Lord, in
theory, told us: Blessed are you
when they persecute you for my
name, outrage you), but because
they will take away all the comforts
blessings that the first globalized
and technological world offers us.

I don't know, but something in all
this is out of place. And we have yet
to talk about wars.

Owing it all to God

The Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge Choir performed and gave testimonies for the Waseca Assembly congregation Sunday,

March 26.

Pioneer photos by Michael Roy

Challenge Choir at Christian Assembly

By MICHAEL ROY
Editor

The Christian Assembly in Waseca
played host to the Minnesota Adult
and Teen Challenge Choir Sunday,
March 26.

Based out of Rochester, the choir
has 42 members, all of whom were
Christian men with troubled pasts.
The purpose of the choir is not only
to give them an outlet while fighting
against addictions or working to be-
come better people, but to help them
find their faith in God.

Sara Friezen, who works within
the Minnesota Adult and Teen Chal-
lenge organization, shared that over
100,000 people in the United States
died from alcohol-related issues in
2022, while in 2021,107,000 people
passed from chemical use.

“We’re seeing the trends rising in
large numbers every year since
2020,” she said. “That’s why we do

what we do and have the ministry
that we have. We’re in the business
of saving lives. The Lord is doing
amazing things through this pro-
gram.”

After further explaining the organ-
ization’s mission, the challenge choir
performed for the congregation,
starting with “Amazing Grace.”
Throughout the performances, var-
ious members performed individual
verses as solos. In between numbers,
members shared testimonies of how
they faced their addictions and trou-
bles with the help of faith.

Christopher, the first to share a tes-
timony, said that he was raised in a
loving, Christian home. But when he
turned 13, his family split and the
stability he knew turned into every-
one around him using alcohol and vi-
olence to cope with the problems.
“We had left the church,” Chris-
topher said. “I found my comfort in

other teens with similar dysfunc-
tions.”

As an adult, he strived to better
himself, and in 2015, when he first
graduated from the Teen and Adult
Challenge program, he built a better
life and got married. He now has his
family and church community
“fighting for him.”

“There’s a battle for my life,” he
said. “What gets me sober is the
Lord.”

Another testimony came from
Joelle, a 28-year-old who was born
in Haiti but grew up in Wisconsin.
He also struggled with addiction as a
teen and found God. “It’s amazing
how backwards following God is,
because the rest of the world tells
you to put yourself first,” he said.

Andrew Bruno, another 28-year-
old from St. Paul, didn’t know his
parents for a while. “My mom wasn’t
ready for me,” he said. “I grew up

with my grandparents. There was a
lot of love, but not a lot of dis-
cipline.”

He talked about the times he went
to prison, bringing up how his father,
who also went to prison, became a
born-again Christian. It inspired him
to find God himself and begin a re-
lationship with his mother, who is
going through a journey to his. “I’'m
proud of her; she is currently an as-
sistant manager at Wendy’s,” he said.

After the testimonies and the
choir’s performance, Pastor Brad
Wickersheim invited the congrega-
tion and the choir to make a semicir-
cle, place a hand on each other’s
shoulders, and pray for each other.
The congregation and the choir then
enjoyed a potluck dinner after the
service.
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CHRIST COMMUNITY
CHURCH
2200 4th St NE, Waseca
507-835-2235
Service times 9:30 a.m.
* * *
4TH STREET EVANGELICAL
CHURCH
605 4th St NE, Waseca
507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew
Isker)
Worship Sundays 10 a.m
% * *

FAITH UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
801 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-3167
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m.
% * *

CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN
CHURCH
309 6th St NE, Waseca
507-835-9176
Worship Sundays 9 a.m., 10:15 a.m.
Sunday School/Fellowship
* * *

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN
CHURCH
401 3rd Ave NE, Waseca
507-833-1703
Sundays 9:00 a.m.
% % *

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
314 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-2647
Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m.

* * *

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH
503 2nd Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-4548 (office email:
1cwaseca@hickorytech.net)
Worship Sunday 10 a.m.
Ed % *

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 E Elm Ave, Waseca
507-835-1709
Worship Sunday 9 a.m.

% % *

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
CHURCH
111 4th St NW, Waseca
507-835-1222
Worsihp Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sun-
days 8:00 and 10:00 a.m., weekdays
8:30 a.m. Tues., Wed. and Fri., 7:00

a.m. Thurs.
% % %

REAL LIFE CHURCH
620 W Elm Ave, Waseca
507-607-8245
Sundays 9 and 10:30 a.m.
ok ok

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
LATTER-DAY SAINTS
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca

507-835-4640
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m.

% % *

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
1221 8th St SE, Waseca
507-835-2213
Sunday worship 10:45 a.m., 6:00

£ P
CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY

900 14th Ave SE, Waseca
507-833-1082
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun
Evening 6:00 p.m., Wed. evening
6:30 p.m.
kK %

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

New Richland, Minnesota

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School,
Choir and Choir; 10:30 a.m. Worship
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship

* % *

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Otisco, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship
PR *

TRINITY EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Mary Iverson
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship,
Sunday School; 10 a.m. Coffee
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirma-
tion; 7 p.m. Council meeting
* * %

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Pamela Jensen
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship
* * %

LESUEUR RIVER
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting
* * *

VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
* * %

VISTA EVANGELICAL

COVENANT CHURCH

New Richland, Minnesota

Brian Schanil Pastor
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m.
Sunday School
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe
Ministry, 1-3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires
and Yard Games, 6 p.m. until dark
* % %

e Spring!

(507) 835-3790 wasecafloral.com

ALL SAINTS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Father Brian Mulligan
Saturday - 5 p.m. Mass
L * *

FIRST LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
Waldorf, Minnesota
Rev. Michael Mathews, pastor
Sundays: Sunday School 9 a.m.,
Bible Study 9:20 a.m., Worship
10:30 am.
% * *
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Freedom Township
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
% 3k *

ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris
Waldorf, Minnesota
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
% 3k *

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC
Waldorf, Minnesota
Father Brian Mulligan
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship
* * *

TRINITY LUTHERAN
Wilton Township
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor
Sunday — 10:30 a.m. Worship
* * %

THE CHURCH of JESUS
CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Brad Donner, Branch President
Waseca, Minnesota
www.lds.org
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.;
11:20 a.m. Sunday School
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activ-
ities, ages 12-18
* * *
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
412 N. Main Street, Janesville
Interhim Pastor
Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m.
Worship
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible

PERSONALIZED

PRINTING
SAPPAREL

Toon: |

LOCAL‘-
Barb & Mark Buker

100 S. STATE ST - WASECA MN
PHONE: (507) 835-7565

Class, 10:00 a.m. Worship
* * *

JANESVILLE UNITED METH-
ODIST CHURCH
401 N. West St., Janesville
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship
* * *

BLOOMING GROVE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
43089 180th St., Morristown
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 10:45 a.m. Worship
* * *

ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH
307 W. 2nd St, Janesville
Father Brian Mulligan

10 a.m. - Mass
* % £

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 Owen St., Janesville

Pastor Sarah Krolak
PR *

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL
CHURCH
Alma City, Minnesota
Vacancy
Sunday = 1 p.m. Worship

* * *

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LU-
THERAN CHURCH
Smiths Mill, Minnesota
Vacancy

Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship
NORTH WASECA LUTHERAN
CHURCH ELCA
404 30 120th St. Waseca
Pastor Sarah Krolak
507-234-6463
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Second
sunday “Young at heart”
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirmation
* * *

NOTE: CHANGES IN
CHURCH CALENDARS MUST
BE MADE BY NOTIFICATION
FROM A MEMBER OF THE
CONGREGATION TO THE
WASECA COUNTY PIONEER.

BUSINESS CARDS, SIGNS,
BROCHURES, PACKAGING,
MULTIPART FORMS, LABELS,
ENVELOPES, POSTCARDS,
EVENT TICKETS, FLYERS,
ADVERTISING, CARDS,
...AND EVERYTHING ELSE!

& DESIGN

INFO@PPRINTWASECA.COM
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HOLLAND p
APARTMENTS AUCTION
507-456-9514 — -

OPERATING IN Farmers Machinery Consignment

WASECA, STEELE, Live & Online Bidding
FREEBORN Saturday, APRIL 22,2023 - 9:30 A.M.

COUNTIES LOCATION: East of Beaver Lake, Ellendale MN
johnsonrents.com Taking consignments: Tractors « Combines « Haying

Get your
news in the
Pioneer
* news@
wasecacounty-
pioneer.com
* Call (507)
837-6767
» Stop in person
103 S. State St.

applications for
1 bedroom apartments

Equip. « Tillage Equip. * Planters « Wagons < Farm Pickups &
Trucks * Construction Equip. « All Types of Farm
Machinery « Recreational ltems Welcomed (No car or truck tires)
Call early to take full advantage of advertising.
Always a large auction, running
two auction rings all day.

Limited Rack Items Accepted!

Delivery of Consignments will be on
April 16, 17, 18, 19, 2023 from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
NO Consignments on April 20th and 21st!

To consign, call: Holland Auction at (507) 684-2955 or
Tracy Holland, 507-456-5128 (cell) or
e-mail hollandauction@frontiernet.net

MCAN

CLASSIFIEDS

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network ==

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

EARLY CHILDHOOD
SPECIAL ED. TEACHER
New London-Spicer Schools.
(.7 FTE) MN Special Education License
required. Start: August 2023. For more
information, see: www.nls.k12.mn.us

EARLY CHILDHOOD ED. TEACHER
New London-Spicer Schools.
(2 FTE) MN Licensure Required.
Start: August 2023. For more in-
formation, see:  www.nls.k12.mn.us

MS SPECIAL ED. TEACHER
New London-Spicer Schools.
(1 FTE) MN Special Education License
required. Start: August 2023. For more
information, see: www.nls.k12.mn.us

8TH GRADE
PHYSICAL SCIENCE TEACHER
New London-Spicer Schools.

(1 FTE) MN Licensure Required.
Start:  August 2023. For more
information, see: www.nls.k12.mn.us

MS INTERVENTIONIST

& STEM TEACHER
New London-Spicer Schools.
(1 FTE) MN Licensure Required.
Start:  August 2023. For more
information, see: www.nls.k12.mn.us

MS/PW PHY. ED./HEALTH/DAPE
New London-Spicer Schools.
(1 FTE) MN Licensure Required.
Start:  August 2023. For more
information, see: www.nls.kl12.mn.us

MS/HS FAMILY &
CONSUMER SCIENCE
New London-Spicer Schools.
(1 FTE) MN Licensure Required.
Start:  August 2023. For more
information, see: www.nls.k12.mn.us

K-4 ART TEACHER
New London-Spicer Schools.
(1 FTE) MN Licensure Required.
Start:  August 2023. For more
information, see: www.nls.k12.mn.us

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

Advertise here state-
wide in 230+ newspa-

pers for only $279 per
week! 800-279-2979

INFLATION IS AT 40 YEAR HIGHS
Interest rates are way up. Credit Cards.
Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have
$10k or more in debt? Call National Debt
Relief and find out how to pay off your
debt for significantly less than what you
owe! FREE quote: Call 844/205-5439

DONATING YOUR VEHICLE?
Get more! Free towing. Tax deduct-
ible. Plus, a $200 restaurant voucher and
a 2-night/3-day hotel stay at one of 50
locations. Call Heritage for the Blind to
donate your vehicle today 844/220-9501

FREE HIGH-SPEED INTERNET
for those that qualify. Government pro-
gram for recipients of select programs
include Medicaid, SNAP, Housing
Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension,
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet service. Bonus offer: An-
droid tablet FREE with one-time $20
copay. Free shipping & handling. Call
Maxsip Telecom today! 866/433-5324

DISH NETWORK:
Only from Dish, 3-year TV price guar-
antee! 99% signal reliability, backed by
guarantee. Includes Multi-Sport with
NFL Redzone. Switch and get a FREE
$100 gift card. Call today! 855/562-4309
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Noah Alinder Kevin Chindlund Keith Fairbanks Jose Gomez Brad Thorsen Andrew Lloyd

The Waseca Fire Department hired seven
new on-call firefighters in February to fill
their roster. Throughout 2023 these seven
individuals will take part in more than 200
hours of training necessary to complete
their EMR and firefighting courses. Shown
here are Edgar Trevino, Noah Alinder,
Kevin Chindlund, Keith Fairbanks, Jose
Gomez, Brad Thorsen, and Andrew Lloyd.

Edgar Trevino

Johnson PERSONALIZED

apaptients | PRINTING \ WE PRINT_

& ... & EMBROIDER T-SHIRTS,
507-456-9514 APPAREL

HATS, UNIFORMS, CAPS,
OPERATING IN PRINT
WASECA, STEELE, g

WORKWEAR, WARMUPS,
JACKETS, CHILDREN’S
APPAREL, TEAM & CREW

FREEBORN APPAREL, MAGNETS, SIGNS 1
COUNTIES T—— AND EVERYTHING ELSE! Give yourself extra
johnsonrents.com 100 5. STATE ST - WaSEOA M m income with better
INFO@QPPRINTWASECA.COM -
interest rates!
United Life Insurance Company
Single Premium Deferred Annuities with Market Value Adjustment (MVA)
4.50% ArY 3100,000+, 3-year conditional guarantee.
SPDA-3* -
S'in'ﬁem'n”ﬂy 4.30% apy $25,000-$99,999, 3-year conditional guarantee.
R e e
gigfgeﬁ;i:inuunily 4.60% apy $25000-$99,999, 5-year conditional guarantee.
Rick's Appliance Call for more information or @Wea Ith
&' T to set up an appointment. Your D_reams Become Our Goals
507.835.9111 213 15th Ave NE | Waseca, MN 56093
Speed Queen (507) 835-9111
@ 507-461-9615 www.iWealth4me.com
Hours ities ofbred throu inancial, Member . Investment advice o&ered throu roup Wealth Management LLC, a registered investment advisor.
g:r;gg ﬁm:ggg ﬁm e e ‘\/(h/ﬁGrobup\F/‘V'Zgﬁési\‘;a(n;gemem LE((ajnd Iwg\thdatrheses:rgige?niﬁss\ﬁor:m Finagn(ial.tu(/ e
Whirl pool“ Sunday .........e.... Closed Fixed annuities are long-term investment vehicles designed for retirement purposes. Gains from tax-deferred investments are taxable as ordinary income upon withdrawal. Guarantees are based on the claims paying
ability of the issuing company. Withdrawals made prior to age 59 are subject to a 10% IRS penalty tax and surrender charges may apply.
Visit our new Showroom! *Ifyou elect to add the Penalty Free Withdrawal rider (allowing for up to 10% of the accumulated value or interest from issue to be withdrawn company penalty free), the crediting rate will be 15 bps less.
405 West Elm A\’e, Waseca MN Basic Interest Rate (BIR) for deferred annuities issued January 1, 2023 through June 30, 2023 is 2.80%. This is the new BIR (policy guarantee rate) for policies coming out of surrender or that fall
below $5,000 annuity fund value during that time.
f NEXT AUCTION LIVE AUCTION WEBSITE & SHOP
) '
WEDNESDAY FOR LOCALS, BY LOCALS!
APRIL 5th, 8 pm
rop WASEEKERSONLINEAUCTION.COM
T-Fal Collect; othe
\%‘ oy Q)%S\(\et Ctip n © 3(\d r 14/77 )
< 5 A 0
& N N
Turn your quality used items into R 3
. S 3 &
extra cash at WaSeekers! No wait [ kS S
. . . . . LI-I > m
time. Write a description, bring
your items in and they will go on
WaSeekers next auction!
ltems we sell? Just about anything! e 208 Many oz ” !
WaSeekers takes in new & gently used & Q%"’ o, ), 2§<\°
° ° ° S .
consignments from people just like you, 5 N N
5 c c ~ 3 o
lists them on our online auction platform, S S S
. . ]
&displaysthem in oursafe & secure store. S = =
Important notice:
All items are subject to a 10% seller’s commission
with listing fees as follows: No listing fee for
items selling for $25 or more; $5 listing fee for
items selling for $24.99 or less; $25 reserve fee. . . . A . . . .
I Ty e o . T PIa.ce bids, view pictures & de.scrlptlons of items in weekly oplme auctions, &
inspect any active auction items at our safe & secure physical location!!
S ERTE S CEMEIECERRIEIEN  Complete listings waseekersonlineauction.com 507-833-SEEK(7335)
tina@waseekersonlineauction.com or in person at: 1372 South State Street, Waseca Store hours: W-T-F: 10 am - 6 pm, Sat: 9 am - noon
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