
Then young 
women will dance 
and be glad, young 
men and old as well. 
I will turn their 
mourning into glad-
ness; I will give 
them comfort and 
joy instead of sor-
row. 

Jeremiah 31:13

A word from 
The Word
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Flowers in Literature 
Exhibit at Waseca 
Public Library in  
August 

Learn about the Language of 
Flowers, explore author gardens, 
and discover flowers in literature 
at this pop-up Waseca-Le Sueur 
Regional Library System ex-
hibit. This interactive exhibit 
features handmade flowers, a 
flower seed library, and more! 
The exhibit runs during the 
month of August at Waseca Pub-
lic Library during open hours.  

———————————— 
Butterflies workshop 
at Waldorf Public  
Library Aug. 19 to 22 

Create iridescent butterflies 
using colorful paper, pompoms, 
and other crafty surprises at Wal-
dorf Public Library during open 
hours Aug. 19-22.  Encourages 
creativity, fine motor skills. For 
ages 5 and up. 

———————————— 
Cook the Boko at 
Waseca Public Library 
Thursday, Aug. 21 

There will be a Cook the Book 
event at the Waseca Public Li-
brary at noon, Thursday, Aug. 
21. The selected book is “The 
Complete Salad Cookbook” by 
America’s Test Kitchen, visit the 
library to choose a recipe, then 
bring the finished dish to the 
event.  

———————————— 
Build your own Bou-
quet at New Richland 
Liquor Store  
Thursday, Aug. 21 

A Build your own Bouquet 
event will be from 6-8 p.m. at 
the New Richland Liquor Store 
on Thursday, Aug. 21. Join Andi 
and Haley for a delightful even-
ing of flower arranging, unleash 
creativity and learn the art of 
bouquet-making from talented 
local floral experts, tickets are 
$55. 

———————————— 
Amy Manette Band at 
Janesville Veterans 
Memorial Park  
Thursday, Aug. 21 

Musical group AZBY will 
play at the Janesville Veterans 
Memorial Park from 5:30 to 8 
p.m. Thursday, Aug. 21. This 
event is free to attend and is part 
of the Songs in the Park Series.  

———————————— 
Competitive arm  
wrestling practice at 
Club ‘57 Aug. 22 

Anyone interested in learning 
more about competitive arm 
wrestling can attend a practice 
and informative session at noon 
at Club ‘57 in Waseca. The event 
is hosted by Alex and Jolene 
Clark, state-level competitors in 
the sport. 

———————————— 
Ice Cream Truck at 
Minnwest Bank in 
Waldorf on Aug. 22 

An ice cream truck will be 
serving free treats at Minnwest 
Bank in Waldorf from noon till 3 
p.m. Friday Aug. 22. All ages 
welcome at 102 South Main 
Street, Waldorf. 

By DEB BENTLY 
Staff Writer 

Roughly 40 feet tall and weighing 30,000 pounds, 
the replacement steeple for LeSueur River Lutheran 
Church lifted off the pavement where it had been con-
structed and moved directly to the place it belonged, 
easily 80 feet above the ground atop the church’s bell 
tower the morning of Thursday, Aug. 14. 

The bell, which weighs 1,250 pounds, had arrived 
in its space only shortly before. 

The lifting and placing were accomplished in less 
than two hours’ time using a Grove GMK 5150 crane 

supplied by Meyerhofer Crane and Rigging Services 
out of Grand Meadow, Minn. According to Jason Ree 
with Meyerhofer, the GMK 5150 has about 200 feet 
of boom and is capable of lifting 165 U.S. tons of 
weight. Purchase price for a similar vehicle, he sug-
gests, would be about $2 million. 

The crane was operated by a crew of three, and also 
arrived in a caravan of three vehicles: the GMK 5150 
driving independently and two semis. One semi car-
ried pallet-sized metal plates which provided a secure 

Steeple soars skyward

Steeple continued on 6

SOARING HIGH - The re-
placement steeple and refur-
bished bell for the LeSueur 
River Lutheran Church were 
lifted atop the church’s bell 
tower on the morning of 
Thursday, Aug. 14.    

Pioneer photos by Deb Bently

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

From 1903 through 1985, the 
Hofmann Apiary near Janesville 
was a successful honey producer 
and breeder of Italian bees and 
queens. Nowadays, visitors are in-
vited to tour the buildings and fa-
cilities and learn about traditional 
honey production methods. A Bee 
Bash! and Pollinator Party 3.0 
celebration on Aug. 16 brought a 
long stream of visitors from a 
wide area.  

Owners Jan and Larry Hofmann 
spoke with visitors. Said Jan, “We 
were so glad all these people were 
able to come out today, we hoped 

so many could see it.” Larry 
added, “We opened the wax shed 
and honey house.” Near the edge 
of the grounds, numerous bee 
boxes were marked as being off 
limits to reduce disruption to the 
hives. Also part of the grounds is 
a 15-acre plot of restored prairie 
graced by a walking trail. Signs 
and markers identify native 
flowers including Wild Bergamot 
and Golden Alexanders, perfect 
for bees on the hunt for nectar. 

Volunteer Jim Jewison tells of 
having been an employee at the 
apiary in the sixties and early sev-

Pollinator party

ALL THE BUZZ - Jan and Larry Hofmann, owners of Hofmann 
Apiaries located near Janesville, in front of the facility's honey 
harvesting barn during the Bee Bash Pollinator Party on Sat-
urday, Aug. 16, 2025.                   Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

Representative Brad Finstad made 
a stop in Waseca this week as part of 
his ongoing journey to personally 
visit every county in his district. In a 
vibrant yet intimate gathering at the 
Waseca Art Center, leaders from the 
City, County, School District, 
Chamber of Commerce, Sheriff’s 
Department, Economic Devel-
opment Authority, local businesses, 
and civic organizations came to-
gether to hear his message and en-
gage in thoughtful dialogue. 

Rep. Finstad opened his remarks 

by highlighting that the United States 
has experienced three consecutive 
months of zero illegal border cross-
ings. He also addressed the political 
polarization in the nation, stating, 
“The reality is, there are far more of 
us in the middle, trying to do the best 
we can for our constituents and our 
country.” 

When asked about the increasing 
influence of the executive branch, 
Rep. Finstad acknowledged long-
standing concerns. “We’ve seen an 
imbalance for decades as executive 

orders have become standard operat-
ing procedure for Presidents,” he 
said. “If Congress agrees with an ex-
ecutive order, it should simply be 
passed into law. There’s no reason 
for new Presidents to come in and re-
verse them, it gives the public whip-
lash.” 

The event allowed local leaders to 
connect directly with their Congress-
man, asking questions and sharing 
community priorities. 

“It was wonderful to have so many 
impactful leaders gathered to hear di-

rectly from Representative Finstad,” 
said Mikhail Rostislavovich, Pres-
ident of the Waseca Area Chamber of 
Commerce. “We were honored to 
welcome him to the heart of his dis-
trict, and to have this kind of mean-
ingful exchange right here in 
Waseca.” 

Rep. Finstad’s visit to Waseca is 
one of many stops on his ongoing 
tour to ensure his district has a voice 
in Washington.

Walking tour brings Finstad to Waseca

By ELI LUTGENS 
Minnesota’s First District 

Congressman Brad Finstad vis-
ited with local community 
leaders for approximately one 
hour Wednesday, Aug. 13, 
2025, at the Waseca Art Center 
as part of a southern Minnesota 
walking tour. During the month 
of August, Finstad is making 
dozens of stops including nine 
in Rochester on Wednesday 
and four more on Thursday in 
Mankato, Waseca, and Steele 
County.  

Finstad introduced himself 
and talked about his family, 
seven children all under 22 
years old. He said he is among 
the 80 percent of congress 
members who “fall between 
the Ilhan Ohmars and Marjorie 
Taylor Greenes of the world.”  

Finstad gave an update 
which included talk of the tra-
ditional August recess due to 
“miserable heat,” which pro-
vides an opportunity for 
members of Congress to return 
home to their district to “hear 
what’s going on.” 

Prior to recess, Congress 
passed a reconciliation bill 
which included public safety 
measures aimed at addressing 
“unmitigated disaster” at the 
southern border.  

Finstad cited the absence of 
any illegal border crossings in 
the last three months as a vic-
tory. He said the next step is 
dealing with those illegal im-
migrants already in the United 
States who came here with ill 
intent, i.e. the cartel and other 
gangs. He said the efforts are 
aimed at making streets safer.  

Finstad said he talked with 
the Rochester chief of police 
who agreed he never thought 
this would be a problem here.  

“Right now, we [Waseca 
County] don’t have any neg-
ative effects from illegal im-
migration,” Waseca County 
Sheriff Jay Dulas told the Pio-
neer. “It’s not affecting Waseca 
County at this time.”  

Finstad talked of the diffi-
culty of legalized marijuana. 
He said he grew up with the 
DARE program and “just say 
no.”  

Finstad cited four recent 
deaths due to fentanyl-laced 
marijuana overdoses by teens 
in Rochester.  

In June, the Star Tribune re-
ported on five recent overdoses 
due to fentanyl, but did not 
state the cause was marijuana 
laced with fentanyl. The Roch-
ester police reported the over-
doses were due to narcotics 
laced with fentanyl, not mari-
juana.   

Pioneer staff could not find 
any recent news articles from 
Minnesota referencing over-
doses involving marijuana 
laced with fentanyl.  

“I have no first-hand knowl-
edge of pot being laced with 
fentanyl in Waseca County,” 
Sheriff Dulas said, clarifying 
the county has experienced 
deaths due to fentanyl, but the 
substance was mixed with ma-
terials other than marijuana.  
Dulas also said he’s never seen 
a death in the county related to 
marijana laced with fentanyl.  

Finstad said the most devas-
tating tax increase in the coun-

Finstad 
answers 
local 
leaders

Finstad continued on 5Bee Bash continued on 4

Hofmann Apiairee Bee Bash! Pollinator Party 
sees honey, music and a stream of visitors

LOCAL LEADERS - Representative Brad Finstad stopped in Waseca this past week to meet with local leaders as part of his journey 
to visit every county in his district.           Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens 



I’m betting you are all dying to 
know, so let me assure you I have 
survived my first week living in 
Denver.  

The drive down was easy, albeit 
a bit boring since it makes use of es-
sentially only one highway, I-80, 
through the entirety of Nebraska. 
I’ve never really stopped and toured 
in Nebraska, and to be frank, I don’t 
think I ever plan to. I don’t mean 
any offense, there just wasn’t any-
thing along the way that caught my 
interest. My sister, though, was ex-
cited to drive into new states: The 
wonder of Omaha and the endless 
fields was not lost on her. Even the 
hotel we stopped at was surrounded 
by fields and cattle, which made for 
a gorgeous sunset. 

We arrived in Denver in the late 
afternoon on Friday, and quickly set 
to work unpacking both vehicles. 
My thanks to my wonderful family. 
First, they helped me pack every-
thing into my car and my dad’s 
truck. Then they provided company 
and assistance on the drive. Finally, 
they were all set to help carry every-
thing inside. There was one hitch 
though — the carpeting in the hall-
way outside my apartment was 
being actively replaced as I was 
moving in. Thankfully we got ev-
erything up in two trips, so we only 
had to wait a few times for the car-
pet guys to lay down enough carpet 
over the glue for us to walk over.  

My boyfriend, Jack, and I spent 
the next day going to stores for all 
the necessities of apartment living. 
We came back with a car full of gro-
ceries and furniture from Ikea, 
Costco and Walmart. An expensive 
day to say the least, but also excit-
ing. 

I spent the next few days unpack-
ing, organizing the apartment a bit, 
and generally making it feel homey 
and welcoming while Jack went to 
work. 

There’s probably not any way to 
tell by looking at the editions of the 
newspaper, but there’s been a big 
change in the way they’re put to-
gether. For the past three years, it 
has been Eli who has taken the 
news, advertising, public notices 
and other items and “laid them out” 
to create the pages electronically. 

Over the past couple of months, I 
have been taking that job on, using 
my experience from college and at 
the local paper. Eli is still the pub-
lisher; he makes all the upper-level 
decisions and supervises what I do. 
Except for when my transition to 
Colorado interfered, I have been as-
sembling the paper for a bit more 
than a month. However, I had taken 
this week off from the task so I 
could focus on this transition, famil-
iarize myself with Denver and get 
to know my new neighborhood.  

Turns out we landed in a place I 
consider the perfect area to live in. 
We have some parks only a few 
blocks away, a nicer neighborhood, 
and all types of stores and restau-
rants only a few minutes down the 
road. We even have an AMC only 
two blocks away, next to the Trader 
Joe’s and a coffee shop. All these 
fun things so close have me itching 
to explore, but, for my budget’s 
sake, I will explore slowly.  

First though, I have to figure out 
what to do with myself. It is my first 
weekend as a Denver resident, yet 
Jack is away on a trip to California 
with his friends, leaving me to my-
self for five days. (He had planned 
this months ago, it just happened to 
fall on this weekend.) However, it 
has left me to ponder the things I 
should do while alone. 

I have always appreciated and 
valued my independence. I never 
wanted that to change when I en-
tered a relationship and I don’t think 
it ever has. But being alone in a city 
I don’t know very well is a bit 
nervewracking. I would love to 
travel a bit outside the city to go 
hiking in the mountains, but I don’t 
think it would be wise to set out on 
unknown trails by myself. I don’t 
know which areas to avoid or which 
ones are good to walk around in as 
a solo woman. In reality I’m sure I 
would be fine, but you get my point.  

So then I ask myself, is it so bad 
to just be by myself in my apart-
ment? No one said I had to go out 
and venture anywhere and there are 
plenty of things I can do to keep 
myself occupied in this new set-
ting–except I believe I might go a 
bit stir crazy. So how do I balance 
relaxing across from fulfilling my 

everpresent desire to be productive? 
I guess I will find out and try not to 
feel too guilty about not exploring 
my new city alone.  

Either way, the future looks excit-
ing and I’m ready to explore it, 
whether it be enjoying my hobbies 

in my apartment or venturing into 
the great unknown.  

My Determination: “It does not 
do to dwell on dreams and forget to 
live.” ― J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter 
and the Sorcerer's Stone 

What life is like  
here in Denver

Along a gravel road not far from 
where I live, a field of contracted 
sweet corn has been growing grad-
ually taller all summer. The field has 
had a tough go of it, especially the 
low-lying part which is right along 
Boot Creek. Somehow the crop 
managed to keep growing despite 
being repeatedly inundated with 
water. 

The other day, the giant equip-
ment from the processing company 
came and the harvest began. 

A moment of revelation came for 
me when I wanted to drive down the 
gravel road in question.  The com-
bine, or picker, or whatever the right 
name is, had filled its hopper. As I 
approached, I saw that the field 
equipment had pulled up on the nar-
row road to transfer its load into a 
nearby truck. 

Between the two vehicles, it was 
obvious I had two options: either 
wait until the load was in the truck, 
or turn around and take a different 
route.  Seeing the size of the truck 
and the size of the picker, I pre-
sumed the process would be time-
consuming. 

My eyes widened in wonder, 
though, when the hopper–big 
enough to hold a large truckload of 
ears of sweet corn–lifted into the sky 
above both the field equipment and 
the truck, then tipped itself neatly to 
the side, simultaneously emptying it-
self and filling the large cargo area 
of the truck. Just like that. In sec-
onds. 

Then the hopper lowered back 
down as though it had never risen 
and the picker was ready to drive 
back into the field. The first truck 
drove away and another was already 

standing there waiting for it all to 
happen again. 

I thought of my grandfather who 
made a living and raised a family on 
160 acres. 

I remembered a description of 
how farmers from that time har-
vested field corn. They walked 
through the field picking the ears 
and placing them in a wagon. Then 
they went to the “corn crib,” and put 
the ears, still wrapped in their husks, 
inside.  

There are very few corn cribs still 
standing in southern Minnesota, but 
I can point to the spot where one 
stood until only a decade or so ago–
unused, but still something of a 
monument to earlier times. They 
were usually long, slender structures 
which stood quite high. Their walls 
tended to be sided with widely 
spaced boards so that the ears of 
corn would stay inside but air could 
circulate freely. 

Then the corn stayed there for 
months drying on the ears while the 
husks lost their moisture, turned 
brown, and shrank. By the time it 
was removed, it looked vastly differ-
ent from when it had gone in. 

Once it was dry, the corn could 
either be fed to livestock or loaded 
back on a wagon and taken into 
town to be sold. 

Back in the corner of my grand-
father’s barn, we (then) kids came 
across a hand-turned machine with 
cogs inside. We were eventually in-
formed it was a “corn shucker,” a 
wonderful labor-saving device 
which rotated ears of dry cob corn in 
such a way that the kernels separated 
fairly smoothly from the cob. 
Grandpa explained it was a much 
better way than the one used during 
his childhood–removing the kernels 
by hand. 

After seeing the giant picker fill a 
truck in a few seconds, I tried to 
imagine what someone from my 
grandfather’s generation would have 
said–and yes, I know field corn and 
sweet corn are not the same. I also 
know it’s been a very long time since 
field corn was left on the ear as it 
was picked. But that does not re-
move the wonder of the moment. 

Hours later, I returned homeward 
past that same field of sweet corn. It 
was storming at the time, with rain 
pelting down. Thanks to the rain, the 
lightning and the thunder–oh yes, 
and then my phone telling me I was 
in the area of a tornado warning–my 
eyes were focused on the road. 

Suddenly I realized there were 
some very bright lights off to my 
right. 

It was the picker, now surreal in a 

whole different way because it was 
out there in the darkness and the 
storm, somehow continuing the 
work of harvesting that corn. There 
must have been about six amazingly 
bright spotlights shining down in 
front of it, showing the track it was 
following. 

Again, the level of technology 
gave me pause.  

That giant piece of equipment was 
out there navigating the storm and 
the mud, still doing its job. 

I marveled at it–how for the time 
I was near it, the brightness of those 
floodlights rivaled the impressive 
lightning show in the sky. 

I thought of how muddy the field 
must be in all that rain, and my heart 
went out to the operator, speculating 
what it must be like trying to com-
plete such a large-scale task when all 
of nature seemed to be against it. 

I drove down the gravel road 
again the next afternoon.  The low-
lying part of the field along Boot 
Creek was rutted with deep tracks. A 
small part of the field, a spot where 
standing water must have stunted the 
corn’s growth, stood unharvested. 
The road, normally the brown color 
of gravel, was a deep black. When I 
drove on through, mud sprayed up in 
the air, even falling on my wind-
shield.  

I’m not sure I will ever see that 
section of road in the same way 
again. It’s almost as if it’s the site of 
a great confrontation which arose 
between human ingenuity and nature 
herself. And while, yes, ingenuity 
accomplished its goal, the field still 
shows the signs it was a fierce bat-
tle. 

A glimpse at how things have changed

by Deb Bently
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Compostings
by Al Batt

The field of flicks
ECHOES FROM THE 

LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING 
  I got a quote to have my roof 

repaired. 
  What was the quote? 
  It was the best of times, it was 

the worst of times, it was the age 
of wisdom, it was the age of fool-
ishness. 

DRIVING BY BRUCE’S 
DRIVE 

  I have a wonderful neighbor 
named Bruce. Whenever I pass 
his drive, thoughts occur to me. It 
was too hot outside and too cold 
inside. I left the business I’d vis-
ited and noticed a pile of Amazon 
boxes at a nearby home of 
shoppers in their prime. I thought 
of a time before air conditioning, 
when Amazon was just a jungle. 
I grew up near the village of 
Bath, home of the Bath Store, be-
fore it became a ghost town. I re-
called a conversation with 
another boy. He’d told me that his 
family called Bath “Poptown.” I 
asked him why.   

  “Because you can get pop 
there,” he said. 

  “Can’t you get pop every-
where?” I asked. 

  “I don’t know, we don’t go 
everywhere.” 

THE FIELD OF FLICKS 
  I enjoy baseball and movies, 

and movies about baseball. “Bull 
Durham,” “Major League,” 
“Field of Dreams,” “A League of 
Their Own,” “It Happens Every 
Spring,” and “Angels in the Out-
field” are fine film fare. 

  I recall the last Twins game I 
attended. I sang, “I don’t care if I 
never get back,” in the key of off. 
It was the peanuts and Cracker 
Jack talking. 

  The last movie I saw in a the-
ater was delightful, but the 
trailers of upcoming movies were 
so loud I couldn’t hear others eat-
ing popcorn. 

I’VE LEARNED 
  I bought a 24-pack of bottled 

water. Earlier, I’d purchased a 
bottle of water at an airport. The 
airport bottle cost more than the 
24. 

  I got a shingles shot. I’m 
thinking of getting a vinyl siding 
shot. 

  A bug zapper is a fly-by-night 
operation. 

  My dog ate a small chair. The 
veterinarian has requested a stool 
sample. 

  In 1930, only 8% of American 
homes had an electric refrig-
erator. 

  A coming attraction shown in 
a theater is something that looks 
better than the movie you’re 
about to watch. 

  The USDA found the average 
U.S. corn yield in 2024 was a 
record 179.3 bushels per acre. In 
1975, the average U.S. corn yield 
was approximately 71-80 bushels 
per acre. According to the Na-
tional Corn Growers Association, 
David Hula of Charles City, Vir-
ginia, set the record of 623.84 
bushels per acre in 2023. 

THE NEWS FROM  

HARTLAND HAROLD 
  I looked at grainy photos of 

bygone grocery stores offering 
food, produce, dry goods, men’s 
wear and shoes. Sibilrud’s (Ken-
neth) Jack Sprat Foods in Hart-
land. Phone Tilden 5-2077. 
Anderson’s (Dorothy and Walter) 
Jack Sprat Foods in Freeborn. 
Phone 2555. This nursery rhyme 
inspired the store name, “Jack 
Sprat could eat no fat. His wife 
could eat no lean. And so betwixt 
the two of them, they licked the 
platter clean.” 

  My wife and I dined at Casa 
Zamora, a retiring restaurant that 
began in Albert Lea in 1969 and 
got better all the time. 

BAD JOKES  
DEPARTMENT 

  I hate to brag, but I have the 
memory of one of those big gray 
animals. 

  The worst time to have a heart 
attack is during a game of cha-
rades. 

  Justice is a dish best served 
cold. Otherwise, it's justwater. 

NATURE NOTES 
  I heard a whistle, a plaintive 

“Ken-ne-dy.” Here’s a fun fact: 
only .003% of eastern wood-pee-
wee males are named Kennedy. 
That’s not true. The peewee pro-
duced this call: “pee-a-wee!” 

  I found wild turkey and blue 
jay feathers in the yard. Does that 
mean we’ll be seeing naked tur-
keys and jays? Turkeys molt all 
of their feathers each year, and 
molting is most pronounced dur-
ing the summer. Jakes molt first, 
followed by the hens that didn’t 
nest or hatch a brood, and toms 
molt after their breeding activities 
wane. Successful hens with 
broods and hens that have re-
nested molt last. Blue jays also 
molt in summer, and some jays 
drop all their head feathers simul-
taneously. That’s why I see bald 
blue jays each year. 

  On a lovely day in August, 
what better thing to do than to 
consider winter? Winters can be 
treacherous, and it’s the only sea-
son that happens twice a year. Ac-
cording to folklore, a narrow 
orange band on a woolly bear 
(woolly worm) caterpillar pre-
dicts a harsh winter, while a wide 
orange band means a mild winter. 
Folklore says the number of fogs 
in August will correspond to the 
number of snowfalls in the com-
ing winter. 

  The Baltimore oriole migra-
tion peaks in August and Sep-
tember. It may seem that by 
Labor Day, they have all gone 
back to school, but there are al-
ways some that linger longer be-
fore heading to wintering 
grounds in Florida, the Carib-
bean, Central America and the 
northern tip of South America. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 
  “Be kind, don’t judge, and 

have respect for others. If we can 
all do this, the world would be a 
better place. The point is to teach 
this to the next generation.”—
Jasmine Guinness. 

NEBRASKA - My sister Lizzie, left, and I stand in front of the 
Nebraska fields outside of the hotel we stopped at for the night. 

Pioneer photo by Amelia Roessler
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BATTENFELD
LAWN CARE

zachbattenfeld@gmail.com

Zach Battenfeld
507-521-0226

Lawn Maintenance
& Residential

Snow Removal

• Since 1942 •

Great Home Cooking • Catering
Full Breakfast Menu • Daily Lunch Specials

104 State Street, Waseca MN • 835-1259
Hours: 

Sat-Sun .......... Closed
M-F .......... 8 AM–5 PM

715 S State St, 
Waseca, MN 

(507) 835-8615

Ali and Willy Malecha are excited to continue to 
bring you the excellent service you have come 

to expect at Dave’s Body Shop!

Serving Waseca and the surrounding 
areas for more than 30 years!

Waldorf Car Show, 
Fire Dept. annual 
Sweet Corn and 
Burger Feed Friday, 
Aug. 22 

The Waldorf Antique Car and 
Truck Show, followed by the 
Waldorf Fire and Rescue Annual 
Sweet Corn and Burger Feed 
will take place starting at 4 p.m. 
Friday Aug. 22. New this year is 
a Kiddie Car show and a chance 
to win $100,000 every fifteen 
minutes.  

———————————— 
Ducks and Hogs for 
Dogs at Barney’s 
Drive-In Saturday, 
Aug. 23 

A Ducks and Hogs for Dogs 
fundraiser at Barney’s Drive-In on 
Clear Lake in Waseca will begin 
with registration at 9 a.m. Sat-
urday, Aug. 23. Bikes and ve-
hicles $15, passengers $5, kids 
ride free. 50/50 raffle and door 
prizes. Cash only, all jeeps, off-
road vehicles and motorcycles 
welcome, street legal please.  

———————————— 
Mal Murphy at Indian 
Island Winery Sunday, 
Aug. 24 

Mal Murphy will perform at 
the Indian Island Winery from 1 
to 3:30 p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 24. 
Performing folk, alternative and 
country covers and originals. 

———————————— 
Midwest Farewell at 
Pleasant Grove Pizza 
Farm Sunday, Aug. 24 

Midwest Farewell will per-
form at Pleasant Grove Pizza 
Farm from 4 to 8 p.m. on Sun-
day, Aug. 24. This trio covers ev-
eryone from Dawes to Van 
Morrison to The Last Revel and 
more. 

———————————— 
Romp and Rhyme 
Story Times at New 
Richland Public  
Library Tuesday, Aug. 
26 

Romp and Rhyme Story Times 
at the New Richland Public Li-
brary at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, 
Aug. 26. From puppets to pump-
ing music, from bubble machines 
to banging bands, these are not 
your average story times. This is 
free and open to the public. 

——————————— 
NRHEG Open House 
and Grill Out in New 
Richland on  
Wednesday, Aug. 27 

There will be an open house 
and grill out at New Richland 
High School from 2 to 8 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Aug. 27. This will 
include a hot dog meal from 3 
p.m. till gone. Come to the open 
house and meet teachers, find 
your locker, walk your schedule 
and fill out paperwork. 

———————————— 
Virtual Author Event: 
Dr. Tasha Eurich for 
Waseca Le Sueur  
Library System  
Thursday, Aug. 28 

Learn how to master the daily 
grind and become shatterproof in 
a tumultuous world with key in-
sights by Dr. Tasha Eurich as she 
talks about her newest book, 
“Shatterproof: How to Thrive in 
a World of Constant Chaos (And 
why resilience alone isn’t 
enough),” at a virtual Waseca-Le 
Sueur Regional Library System 
event at 1 p.m., August 28th.  
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OUR STAFF
Jeffery Crowley OD
Angela Johnson OD
Laura Coudron OD

ADDRESS
111 Star Street
Suite 101
Mankato, MN
56001

507-387-6695 • eyeqvisionmankato.com

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

There was an “Aging with Con-
fidence: Financial and Core Plan-
ning” class and discussion at the 
Waseca Area Caregiver Services 
building on Tuesday, Aug. 12. A 
number of speakers and presenters 
shared their expertise.  

Kasondra and Mike Kubat of 
Waseca’s Kubat CPA spoke about 
taxes, social security and deduc-
tions for seniors. Mike said first 
and foremost, “A lot of changes are 
coming down due to the Big Beau-
tiful Bill, so we’ll see. There have 
been some changes to social secu-
rity, if you make less than 
$100,000 there will be no taxes on 
social security. Capital gains with 
investments, if you’re in the 10 to 
12 percent bracket, you have zero 
percent tax rate. Property tax re-
fund, they’ve been talking about 
moving that to income tax returns. 
Which has been achieved with the 
rent credit. If you make less than 
$30,000 you don’t have to file a 
tax return.” Kubat continued, “Our 
understanding is that under the 
new Big Beautiful bill, payroll will 
be treated the same way, and a 
credit will be given on the tax re-
turn for tips and overtime.”  He in-
vited people with questions to 
contact Kubat’s at 507-833-1435. 

St. Croix Hospice care transition 

coordinator Kristin Sjolie provided 
those present with information re-
garding in-home hospice care pro-
grams and what makes someone 
eligible.  She said, “I’ve worked in 
Mankato and Albert Lea and now 
we’re going to be opening a Fari-
bault branch. We serve about 6,000 
patients and are in about 11 states.” 
She asked for common myths 
about hospice, one person asked, 
“Is going into hospice a guarantee 
that you should be planning your 
funeral?” Sjolie replied, “It does 
not always work that way. Origi-
nally when hospice began in the 
80s it became a Medicare benefit, 
and it dealt mostly with patients of 
cancer and that was during their 
final weeks. Now, people on hos-
pice sometimes graduate and are 
removed and go on. We are that 
layer that keeps people out of the 
emergency room.” There is no cost 
for hospice under Medicare. More 

information about St. Croix’s serv-
ices is available at www.stcroix-
hospice.com. 

Retired Pastor Jon Schultz 
shared information regarding spir-
itual guidance and social support 
for southern Minnesota. Pastor 
Schultz has been caring for his 
wife for the past eight years. He 
said, “Caregivers tend to withdraw 
from society; they get protective 
and tend to draw away from the 
church. But it’s important to have 
people you can depend on and talk 
to through a faith community,  

He also wanted to point out that 
ministers are not psychic, “They 
can’t help if they don’t know 
what’s going on,” he said. 

From MinnWest Bank, Jenna 
Ferris covered the topic of powers 
of attorney, “If you are your grand-
mother’s power of attorney, once 
she dies you no longer have power 
of attorney. If you know someone 

who is going to pass away, you 
must be on their account as an 
owner/signer; that way you can 
continue to pay bills once they are 
no longer able. Joint accounts 
count as owner/signer.” People 
designated as “beneficiaries” have 
to wait for 30 days once the death 
certificate is received by the bank. 
“Fraud is huge right now and 
fraudsters are able to find out who 
is living alone, who lives out in the 
country. If someone threatens you 
or bullies you or they say they 
have proof of wrongdoing, be sure 
to alert your bank and call the au-
thorities.  

Ferris described that artificial in-
telligence (AI) can mimic loved 
one’s voices. Potential victims 
might receive a call, apparently 
from a love one, that says some-
thing like, “Grandma, I’ve been 
kidnapped.”  Rather than immedi-
ately looking into paying any re-
quested ransom, Ferris advised 
contacting the grandchild. The re-
sponse might well be something 
like, “What are you talking about, 
Grandma? I’m fine.” Ferris warned 
it is surprising how advanced var-
ious schemes and fraud are becom-
ing, so people should make it one 
of their first steps to contact the 
bank with questions. “Don’t be 
afraid of contacting the bank,” she 
said. “We will help you through 
and through, our customers are our 
priority.” 

Anyone wanting more infor-
mation about the organization or 
its services can contact Waseca 
Area Caregiver Services, Kelly 
Boeddeker, Executive Director: 
Long-term care and public health 
care system programs and services 
can be contacted at 507-833-0015. 

PLANNING AHEAD - Kasondra and Mike Kubat were one of 
five separate speakers at the Aging with Confidence: Financial 
and Core Planning class and discussion at the Waseca Area 
Caregiver Services building on Tuesday, August 12, 2025.            
                                                      Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

The Power of Produce (POP) table 
at the Waseca area farmers’ market is 
always a popular stop, since the pub-
lic health program offers $5 in cou-
pons to any child under the age of 18 
who has signed up. Coupons can be 
used for fresh vegetables, eggs and 
herbs ad well as preserved foods 
such as pickles or salsa. 

On the third Saturday of the 
month, visitors to the table are more 
diverse, since on that day POP has 
opened up its $5 offer for senior cit-
izens 65 and older. 

The only requirement for eligibil-
ity is falling within the specified age 
ranges; no questions are asked about 
income or financial status. 

According to POP club board 
member Teresa Suek, almost 400 
young people have taken part in 
2025, and about 100 seniors. Club 
members spend around $500 a week 
with farmers market vendors. 

Waseca residents Mark and Judy 
Harinen were among those who 
signed up this past weekend. Be-
cause their son Mike Ottl is 
frequently among the vendors at his 
booth which sells naturally scented  
products, the two regularly visit the 
farmers market. Sales begin around 
8 a.m. almost all Saturday mornings 
from spring until fall at the county 
fairgrounds. 

The $10 they receive as a couple, 
said Judy, provide an opportunity to 
experiment. “I think it’s wonderful,” 
she stated enthusiastically. “We can 
search out some variety and try 
things we’re maybe not very familiar 
with.”  

She mentioned she and Mark 

enjoy grilling skewers of vegetables. 
She also commented on the vari-

ety of products the Waseca area 
farmers market has to offer–eggs, 
zucchini, beets, sweet corn, kohlrabi 
and many more items were on ven-
dors’ tables the morning of Aug. 16. 
Though not eligible for POP pur-
chases, many vendors were also sell-
ing homemade crafts ranging from 
jewelry to rugs to health-related 
items. 

“The Power of Produce money 
gives people a good reason to come 
out and experience all this variety,” 
finished Judy. 

POP board member Suek shared 
that the decision to include seniors in 
the POP program was made possible 
because of generous support from 
community businesses and organiza-
tions. 

She mentions Waseca Area Foun-
dation, United Prairie Bank, Ameri-
can Legion, MinnWest Bank, Cinch 
and Waseca 4-H as having been par-
ticularly helpful this year. 

“We were really glad to be able to 
add them,” she said, “because we 
know many seniors are living on 
fixed incomes. A few extra dollars 
give them a little more room to buy 
the healthy produce and other foods 
covered by the program.” 

Vendor Cindy Gilmore is in her 
thirteenth year of bringing produce 
and other goods to the farmers mar-
ket. She commented on what a pleas-
ure it is to see families shopping as a 
group. “I see the kids learning about 
budgeting,” she observed. “They re-
alize spending money is sometimes 
about making difficult choices.” 

Another skill she sees  children 

learning is negotiation. “Sometimes 
siblings will work together so they 
can buy a particular item,” said Gil-
more. “And sometimes one will say 
‘I’ll give you this much this week, 
but you have to give it back to me 
next time.’” 

Gilmore commented the POP club 
creates an atmosphere of mutual 
benefit: buyers have funds and are 
encouraged to try homegrown or 
home processed foods they might be 
unfamiliar with. Vendors see more 
customers of every age as people 
come in multi-generational groups. 

The farmers market will continue 
to take place on the fairgrounds on 
Saturday mornings through the end 
of September. POP club volunteers 
are present every Saturday. The next 
senior day will be Sept. 20.

Power of 
Produce

POP STOP - Waseca residents Mark and Judy Harinen stop by the Power of Produce table during 
the 8 a.m. to noon farmers market held Saturdays at the Waseca County fairgrounds. Assisting 
them are volunteers Brandon Rodriguez and Erica Forsythe.     Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

Aging with 
confidence
Financial and 
core planning

By RACHAEL JAEGER 
Staff Writer 

At their Aug. 11 meeting, 
members of the Janesville city 
council expressed a desire to 
reopen conversations about the 
School Resource Officer 
(SRO), a city police depart-
ment member who helps plan 
and lead safety activities at the 
Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton 
(JWP) school district.  

Talks between the city and 
school district regarding the 
position have spanned the last 
several months.  

City manager Clinton 
Rogers explains the SRO has 
previously spent nearly all 
school-year working hours at 
the school building. In ex-
change, the school district re-
funded the city more than 
$83,000 toward SRO wages in 
2023-’24 and well over 
$89,000 in 2024-’25. 

Last spring, JWP indicated it 
wanted to reduce its cost for 
the SRO program, and after 
numerous discussions, an 
agreement was reached that, 
beginning January 1, 2026, the 
school district would begin 
paying $20,000 a year and the 
officer would devote more 
time to typical police depart-
ment duties, working at the 
school only 16 hours a week. 

Under the terms of that ne-
gotiation, JWP was to continue 
paying monthly installments 
based on the $89,000 amount 
through the end of the year, but 
recently requested that the 
start date for the new agree-
ment be changed to Sept. 1, 
which would reduce the 
amounts of the last four ex-
pected reimbursements for the 
year by more than three-
fourths. Council members are 
hoping a compromise can be 
reached, possibly beginning 
the terms of the new contract 
on Nov. 1. 

 During public forum, Dis-
trict 19A Representative Tim 
Allen from Kenyon introduced 
himself and offered to sched-
ule a designated time when he 
could provide an update re-
garding legislative activity. He 
mentioned the legislature had 
preserved funding for the local 
government aid (LGA) pro-
gram. He also stated legis-
lative action had kept tax 
increases from being imple-
mented “to offset some of the 
budgetary problems that have 
been happening up at the cap-
itol.” 

The other thing, he added, 
was a bonding bill passed 
which was focused mostly on 
state projects, cities, and roads, 
but there were some com-
munities who did receive some 
dollars in order to help with 
the bonding. 

Also during public forum, 
resident Ron Bruegger ex-
pressed concern about how the 
finances of the city-owned 
golf course are being handled. 

Council 
seeks 
negotiation 
from JWP

          JANESVILLE                 
        CITY COUNCIL

Council continued on 9

Got news?  
507-463-8112507-837-6767



By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

As the county continues to look at 
creating a preliminary 2026 budget 
by the state-set deadline in mid-Sep-
tember, county commissioners have 
heard from numerous department 
heads over the past few months. 

Information Technology (IT) de-
partment leader Judy Hiller revealed 
she expects no increase in her 
budget, but listed some of the equip-
ment, software and online services 
her department is responsible for. 

During the discussion, it was 
shared by Hiller and county admin-
istrator Michael Johnson that “phish-
ing” and “ransomware attempts” are 
constant for all businesses and 
agencies with an online presence. 
Waseca County, Johnson said, is 
bombarded by “tens of thousands” 
attempted attacks each day. 

Hiller said there are two types of 
protection–steps taken to prevent the 
attacks from gaining access, and 
preparations that would make any 
system penetrations less harmful, for 
example, having “backups of 
backups of backups” so that threats 

to hold pockets of information for 
ransom would be rendered harmless. 

County engineer Jim Kollar re-
quested commissioner approval of a 
contract which would expedite the 
replacement of a bridge along 
County Road 6 northeast of New 
Richland over the LeSueur River.  
The bridge was constructed in 1940, 
and was extended using timbers in 
the 1980s. Due to structural con-
cerns, it has had an eight-ton-per-
axle limit since early in the year, 
forcing area farmers to take detours 
with heavy vehicles. Kollar ex-
plained the bridge was originally 
scheduled for replacement during the 
2027 construction season, but the 
level of deterioration justifies mov-
ing it forward on the schedule.  

The contract approved on Aug. 5 
will have work beginning this Sep-
tember and completed by Nov. 1. 
Cost for the work is about $590,000; 
a state bridge replacement program 
will be covering about $250,000 of 
the expense.   

Bevcomm leader Bill Eckles 
shared an update with commis-
sioners regarding work on the fiber-
optic system being laid in the 
unincorporated areas of the southern 
part of the county. He said that all 
main cables have been laid, and 
teams are continuing with the pro-
cess of running connections up to 
residences; of 684 eligible locations, 
he said 543 property owners have 
signed agreements for feeding lines 
across their property. It will be pos-

sible, he said, for some people on the 
system to begin receiving services 
this fall, after a needed “hub” is in 
place within the county. That hub is 
scheduled to be installed during Sep-
tember. 

“You remember,” he said during 
the meeting, “we do not ‘require’ 
anyone to purchase our services. If 
we lay the line and the resident does 
not want a connection, we simply 
coil and bury the cable.” 

Eckles said he invites people to 
contact Bevcomm, whose main of-
fice is in Blue Earth, with questions 
and concerns, including any dissatis-
faction with the way their property 
was affected by the installation pro-
cess. 
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Shirley Langer 
Shirley Anne Langer, age 81, 

of the Leech Lake Band of 
Ojibwe and a devout Catholic, 
passed away peacefully at Lake-
shore Assisted Living in Waseca 
on Monday August 11, 2025, 
surrounded by loved ones.  

Shirley was born in Grafton, 
ND, on April 25, 1944, to par-
ents Edward and Myrtle Le-
Quire. She graduated from 
Grafton High School in 1962 
and then spent two years at 
Sacred Heart Convent in Fargo, 
ND. On November 20, 1965, 
Shirley was united in marriage 
to Marvin Langer at the Church 
of Saint Casimir in St Paul, MN.  
They were married for 54 years 
before Marvin died in 2020.  
Shortly after their marriage, 
Marvin’s sister Bernice passed 
away, leaving her 3 children 
without parents, so Marvin and 
Shirley opened their home to 
Roger, Barb, and Tom Curtis 
and later added to their family 
with 4 more children, Gina, Mi-
chele, Jessie, and Jeremy.  Shir-
ley began her working life as a 
nurse’s aid in St. Paul and later 
became a licensed practical 
nurse employed in Waseca and 
Owatonna.  She also offered 
home health care and worked as 
a school nurse at Sacred Heart 
School in Waseca.  Shirley was 
a member of Sacred Heart Cath-
olic Church where she was a 
member of the Catholic Daugh-
ters and taught religious educa-
tion classes.  She had also 
enjoyed being a Brownie/Girl 
Scout Leader, volunteering to 
chaperone and attend different 
school events, singing, dancing, 
going to different casinos, play-
ing bingo, and walking to buy 
her scratch off tickets at the local 
Kwik Trip. 

Shirley is survived by her 
children Gina Groth of Waseca, 
Michele Langer of Mankato, 
Jessie (Andy) Kath of Waseca, 
Jeremy (Sam) Langer of 
Waseca, Roger Curtis of Donna, 
TX, Barb (Jennifer Muse) Curtis 
of Salt Lake City, UT,  Tom 
(Julie) Curtis of St Paul; her 
grandchildren, Peyton, Derek, 
Emilee, Alexis, Madalynne, 
Aydan, Mya, Joe, Bethany, Sa-
mantha, Jack, Henry, Isabelle, 

Zac, Angie, Andrea, Andrew, 
Ashley, and Dan; and great-
grandchildren Bella, Dominic 
and Grayson.  She is also sur-
vived by her sisters Beverly 
(Richard) Bolduc and Mary He-
witt (Greg Hahn).  Shirley was 
preceded in death by her par-
ents; her husband; siblings, 
Louie, Lloyd, John, Tom, Jim, 
Gene, Helen, and Betty; and in-
laws, Joseph and Francis 
Langer, Bernice, Art, Grace, 
Kathleen, Victor, and Wilfred.  

Mass of Christian Burial was 
held on Monday, August 18, 
2025, at 10:30 am at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in 
Waseca, with Fr. Glenn Frerichs 
officiating.  That same morning 
there was a reading of the Ro-
sary at 9:00 am, followed by a 
time to greet Shirley’s family 
from 9:30 am to 10:30 am.  In-
terment took place at Calvary 
Cemetery in Waseca.  

In lieu of flowers, the family 
asks that donations be made to 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church or 
Sacred Heart Catholic School.  
Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt Funeral 
and Cremation Service in 
Waseca is handling arrange-
ments. 

With grateful hearts, Shirley’s 
family would like to thank the 
staff at Lakeshore Assisted Liv-
ing, formerly Latham Place As-
sisted Living for their loving 
care and attention during the 8 
years our mom resided there.  
We also want to say a very spe-
cial thank you to Claudia, RN, 
with St Croix Hospice.

Shirley Anne Langer

STRUCTURAL CONCERNS- This bridge along County Road 6 northeast of New Richland was 
built in 1940. Stress tests showed it is no longer safe for vehicles over eight tons. Originally sched-
uled for replacement in 2027, it will now be replaced in the next few months.   

                                                       Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

County 
looks at IT 
budget,  
replacing 
bridge
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enties. “I still pitch in here when 
I can.” Also giving some of their 
time were Virginia from Janes-
ville and Bev from North Mank-
ato, “We’re volunteering today 
because we believe in the apiary, 
we love it here and we approve 
of this.” Musicians Dave Pengra 
and Ron Arsenault of City 
Mouse contributed live guitar 
music to an apparently apprecia-
tive audience seated at tables and 
on lawn chairs. City Mouse is a 
Mankato based band. 

Visitors were offered the 
chance to buy some Hofmann 
Apiaries merchandise, and were 
given a flyer which summarized 
the site’s history: 1873-Valentine 
and Rosilia Hofmann buy their 
first tract of land. 1903-Emil, 
son, begins keeping bees and 
builds Hofmann Apiaries into a 
nationally recognized operation. 
1932-Charles, son to Emil, took 

over the apiary which flourished 
until 1985. 2015-The Hofmann 
Apiary is placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

Also offering information re-
lated to bees and pollinators were 
the Waseca Soil and Water Con-
servation District; Rim Reserve 
Conservation Easement; Eden-
vale Nursery out of Mankato; 
Strand Beeswax-Since 1936, 
Katie Lee, an MSU Extension 
Educator of Apiculture; Sun 
Honey LLC. and the Waseca 
County Historical Society who is 
also the fiscal agent for Hofmann 
Apiaries. 

To quote a 1928 American Bee 
Journal article: “It seems impos-
sible for me to describe the Hof-
mann extracting plant. It is one 
of the most extensive and 
perfe;ctly arranged that I have 
ever seen among the hundreds of 
such plants visited. Any bee-
keeper who contemplates build-
ing a honey house for the output 
of two hundred or more colonies 
will find it money well spent to 
drive several hundred miles to 
see how this one is arranged.” 

■ Bee Bash 
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WAYNE NELSON
Owner/Operator

1201 North State St.
Waseca, MN 56093

Hours:
MON - FRI

8:30 AM - 6:00 PM
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8:30 AM - 3:00 PM

$3 OFF
ANY SERVICE

WITH THIS COUPON

507-833-7667

• Oil Change • Air Filter 
• Cabin Air Filter • Fuel System Clean

• Serpentine Belt Replacement
• Transmission Fluid Change
• Power Steering Fluid Flush
• Check Engine Light Reset

• Antifreeze Test • Battery Test

NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED!
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AMERICAN MADE, FARMER OWNED

By DEB BENTLY 
Staff Writer 

The 22 or so members of the New 
Richland Town and Country Garden 
Club have been sharing collabo-
rative efforts during the summer, 
especially when it comes to caring 
for the decorative garden along 
Highway 30 near the high school. 
Members have met regularly to pull 
weeds and deadhead flowers. In-
dividuals and small groups from the 
membership have been taking care 
of the planters on the sidewalk along 
Broadway. 

The group recently put together a 
less work-centered outing, spending 
the morning of Aug. 14 touring the 
gardens of six members who vol-
unteered to be on the list of sites. 

About 15 members caravanned to 
each other’s homes and took a break 
from their visits to enjoy a leisurely 
lunch together at The Willows. 

“It’s fun,” declares club member 
Kris Pfeffer. “We get to socialize, we 
get to learn about new plants, and we 
can share what’s worked for us when 
we’ve had some sort of a problem. 

“It’s a chance to learn from one 
another.” 

Pfeffer mentions that no group 
members regard themselves as ex-
perts, but everyone enjoys the 
chance to get new ideas. “It’s also 
fascinating to see the different ways 
people can make use of the space 
available to them–whether that 
means they can have a big garden, a 
small one, or even grow things 

mostly in planters.” 
The gardens visited belonged to 

Barb Finseth, Diane Smith, Stacy 
Bethke, Joan Proehl, Eleanor 
Schlaak and Chris Possin. 

Club president Brenda Berg says 
she especially enjoys being intro-
duced to various plants and flowers 
she has never encountered before. 
She says gardeners tend to be patient 
people who enjoy being outdoors 
and are curious about the things that 
work together to help a garden 
thrive. 

“We have some lively conver-
sations,” she mentions, joking it was 
a persistent difficulty to keep the 
tour moving, since everyone had so 
many ideas and questions to share. 

Berg invites anyone interested to 
attend club meetings. 

“The next one will be Monday, 
Sept. 8,” she shares. The Sept. 8, 
Oct. 6 and Nov. 3 meetings will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. in the basement 
of Trinity Lutheran Church at 204 
First Street Northwest. 

New Richland garden club shares expertise

GARDEN VISITS - Members of the New Richland Town and Country Garden Club participated in their almost-yearly tour of each 
other's gardens on Thursday, Aug. 15. Members see it as a chance to share knowledge and learn from each other, as well as enjoying 
some fellowship of like minds. Pictured here are club members and guests (from left) Stacy Bethke, Barb Finseth, Eleanor Schlaak, 
Diane Smith, Valerie Bartelt, Joann Paulson, Brenda Berg, Jodi Johnson, Joan Proehl, Julie Economy, Chris Possin and Kris Pfeffer. 

     Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610

teschservice@mediacombb.net

Tesch Service Center
Family-Owned Automotive Repair 
• wheel alignments
• brake services
• suspension repairs
• towing & more!
Call us today!

Your Trusted Local Law O�ces for Over 50 Years

www.phblawo�ce.com

Waseca Of昀ce
215 Elm Ave E
Waseca, MN 
507-835-5240
888-835-5244

Janesville Of昀ce
216 N Main St
Janesville, MN 
507-234-5106
888-980-1210

Owatonna Of昀ce
150 W Park Sq
Owatonna, MN 
507-451-9000
866-451-9010

Faribault Of昀ce
415 2nd Ave NW
Faribault, MN
507-332-7425

Get your news in the Pioneer 
• news@wasecacountypioneer.com 

• Call (507) 837-6767 
• Stop in person 103 S. State St.
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Welcome back to the 2025-
2026 school year! 

As summer winds down and 
the crisp mornings of late Au-
gust begin to appear, there’s a 
special kind of energy in the air: 
one that signals the start of a 
new school year. On behalf of 
Waseca Public Schools, I’m 
thrilled to welcome our stu-
dents, families, and community 
members back for what prom-
ises to be an exciting and im-
pactful 2025-2026 school year.  

Our schools come alive when 
hallways are filled with the 
voices of curious learners, when 
playgrounds ring with laughter, 
and when classrooms hum with 
the shared work of teaching and 
learning. While the first day of 
school is officially Wednesday, 
September 3, for all students in 
grades K-12, the sense of antici-
pation starts much earlier.  

The week of August 25 will 
be filled with back-to-school 
activities across the district. 
Whether you are attending an 
open house, meeting teachers 
during a welcome night, or par-
ticipating in conferences, these 
events are more than just calen-
dar dates. They are opportuni-
ties to build the relationships 
that form the foundation of a 
strong school year. I encourage 
all families to take part in these 
gathers. Meeting your child’s 
teachers, visiting classrooms, 
and connecting with staff helps 
ensure a smooth and positive 
start to the year.  

This year, we remain com-
mitted to providing a safe, sup-
portive, and challenging 
learning environment for every 
student. Our teachers and staff 
have spent the summer prepar-
ing classrooms, designing en-
gaging lessons, and 

collaborating to meet the di-
verse needs of our learners. 
From the earliest grades 
through graduation, we are ded-
icated to equipping our students 
with the skills, knowledge, and 
character they need to succeed 
in school and in life.  

We know that education is 
most powerful when it is a true 
partnership between schools, 
families, and the community. 
Waseca is fortunate to have a 
long-standing tradition of com-
munity pride in our schools, and 
that pride is a key part of our 
success. Whether you volunteer 
in a classroom, cheer from the 
stands at a Blue Jays game, at-
tend a performance, or simply 
offer encouragement to a stu-
dent you know, you are making 
a difference.  

This year will bring new op-
portunities for innovation, cre-
ativity, and growth. We will 
continue to focus on preparing 
every student to graduate with 
meaningful options for the fu-
ture, be it college, career, or 
military service. We’ll also 
celebrate the milestones along 
the way: the breakthroughs in 
learning, the personal achieve-
ments, and the acts of kindness 
that define our school culture.  

As we stand at the starting 
line of a new school year, I want 
to express my gratitude to our 
families for entrusting us with 
your children, to our staff for 
their unwavering dedication, 
and to our community for your 
steadfast support. Together, we 
will make this a year of learn-
ing, growth, and success for all 
students. 

Let’s make 2025-2026 a year 
to remember. See you in the 
halls on September 3!

Welcoming the 
new school year

Superintendent’s Corner

by Eric Hudspith

Complete Septic Service and Installation • Excavation
Residential and Commercial Site Preparation and Utilities

Locally Owned and Operated since 1978

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

The Waldorf City Council 
meeting was called to order on 
Monday, August 11. The Waldorf 
Community Park committee has a 
new chair, Missy Sorbo. Mayor 
Rob Wilkening reported the city 
has collected around $35,000 in 
grants toward the project, and 
there is hope the DNR will match 
that amount from its parks and 
recreation fund. He commented 
that any suggestions for fundrais-
ers are welcome. 

First Lutheran Church informed 
the community of its plans for a 
“Faith Night” event on Wednes-
day, Aug. 20.  

Scheduled for the afternoon of 

Friday, Aug. 22 is a community 
event which will feature a car and 
truck show, a burger and sweet 
corn feed with raffle fundraiser,  
and “water wars.” From noon 
until 3, an ice cream truck will be 
distributing free treats in front of 
and thanks to Minnwest Bank. 

Wilkening told council 
members the city pays $375 each 
time the community is sprayed to 
reduce the mosquito population. 
He suggested buying the equip-
ment so Waldorf can spray whe-
never needed. Residents have 
complained the company that was 

hired didn’t do very well because 
mosquitoes have been bad this 
summer. Since there is only one 
spray left this year, it was agreed 
to wait until next year to possibly 
purchase equipment. Discussion 
revealed the spray equipment is of 
a size that can fit in the back of a 
pickup truck; no license is needed 
to operate it. Using Menard’s re-
bates, a new battery powered leaf 
blower is going to be purchased. 

The Waldorf Fire Department 
donated $2,000 toward the Vet-
erans Memorial Park from the 
gambling fund; council member 
Charlie Barnes wanted to say 
thank you. The city received a 
$10,000 grant, the funds of which 
will be used toward a $5,500 

eagle statue dedicated to first re-
sponders to go in the Veterans 
Park; the remaining $4,500 will 
cover the cost of some benches to 
be installed in the park; the 
benches have already been deliv-
ered. Barnes suggested that the 
city should make arrangements to 
provide “a nice steak dinner” for 
four volunteers who have been 
working on the park gazebo. Wil-
kening offered to take them out 
himself, saying he would be 
happy to do so. 

Regarding the city water sys-
tem, a total of $2,790.93 was not 
collected; three water users have 
been sent a shut-off notice. 

Waldorf Veterans Park plans continue to advance
            WALDORF                 
        CITY COUNCIL

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

More than 60 participants made 
it possible for the third annual 
“Biker Bug Run” fundraiser at the 
Hartland University Bar to raise 
$2,200 to be donated toward in-
creased motorcycle safety in the 
state of Minnesota.  

Rich Shultz was the winner of a 
drawing and will receive $795.00. 
A check has been written for 
$1,405 to A.B.A.T.E of MN, a 
non-profit motorcycle rights or-
ganization whose acronym stands 
for American Bikers for Aware-
ness, Training and Education. The 
money will be utilized to support 
the organization’s Young Riders 
Program, promoting education 
and safety for future riders and all 
road users. This year the training, 
scholarships and classes have pos-
itively affected 88 students. 

Virgil Legried, Southeast Dis-
trict Director for ABATE told par-
ticipants, “Gotta be safe out there, 
no way around it.” 

There was no specified order in 
which destinations were to be vis-
ited, but they included the Orange 
Door in Minnesota Lake, the 
Thunder Bar in Good Thunder, 

Classic’s Pub in Waterville and 
the Toy Box Saloon in Kilkenny. 
Hartland University Bar was both 
the start and the finish for the run. 
Five bars total, registration at 
noon and kickstands up at 12:30 
p.m. Participants were given a 
bullseye sticker to adhere to the 
front of their motorcycles when 
they left. At each destination, the 
person with a bug closest to the 
center of their sticker would re-
ceive a prize. 

The following are testimonials 
ABATE shared regarding the 
benefits of youth motorcycle 
safety training: 

“I’ve purchased proper gloves, 
riding boots, a helmet, leathers, I 
could go on. If it isn’t clear by 
now, riding to me isn’t just a 
hobby.” 

“I am in high school right now 
and work at Pizza Ranch in the 
evenings, but I really don’t make 
a lot of money there. I would like 
to surprise my dad by getting my 
license and being able to ride with 
him this summer.” 

From Hartland University Bar: 
“Hartland University Bar staff and 
owners would like to express their 
appreciation to everyone who at-

tended, assisted and hosted our 
Biker Bug Run yesterday. We ac-
knowledge the diligent efforts of 
all the bartenders from each of our 
stops, who worked tirelessly to 
ensure prompt service. Their ded-
ication did not go unnoticed, as 

we received numerous compli-
ments regarding the stops we se-
lected and the exceptional staff 
they employed.” 

Look for the Hartland Univer-
sity’s Biker Bug Run next year. 

Hartland  
University’s 
Biker Bug Run 
rides smoothly

REV READY - Left, Craig Lestrud stands next to his hog at the third annual Hartland University’s Biker Bug Run on Saturday, 
Aug. 16. Right, Jesse Olmanson (left) and Chris Sonday are ready to participate in the Biker Bug Run.  

Pioneer photos by Ben Revermann

READY TO RIDE - Top, Charlene Kuchenreuther sits on her 
bike, ready for the Biker Bug Run. Bottom right, Nate Baseman 
and Stephanie Mills, participants of the run.  

Pioneer photos by Ben Revermann

Question: It seems like we 
have been seeing a fair amount 
of rain along with flash flood 
warnings. Can you talk about 
what motorists should do if 
they encounter such a thing? 
Answer: Flooding can 

happen when streams and 
rivers overflow, dams or levees 
break, snow melts rapidly, or 
during heavy rainfall. Flood-
waters can cover roads, bridges 
and low areas. Flash floods can 
come quickly and without 
warning, within minutes or 
hours of excessive rainfall. 
 Do not drive through 

flooded areas. If you see a 
flooded roadway ahead, turn 
around and find another route. 
 Be cautious, especially at 

night when visibility is limited. 
 Remember, 6 inches of 

water will reach the bottom of 
most passenger cars, causing 
loss of control or possible stall-
ing. 
 2 feet of moving water can 

carry away most vehicles, in-
cluding SUVs and pickup 
trucks. 
 Even if the water appears 

shallow, do not attempt to cross 
a flooded road. Water can hide 
dips or damage roadways by 
washing away the surface. 
 If there is no other route, 

proceed to higher ground and 
wait for the waters to subside. 

You can avoid a ticket — and 
a crash — if you simply buckle 
up, drive at safe speeds, pay at-
tention and of course, drive 
sober. Help us drive Minnesota 
Toward Zero Deaths. 

‘Ask a Trooper’: 
flash flood warnings
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CHRIST COMMUnITY CHURCH 
2200 4th St nE, Waseca 

507-835-2235 
Service times 9:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
4TH STREET EVAnGELICAL 

CHURCH 
605 4th St nE, Waseca 

507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew Isker) 
Worship Sundays 10 a.m 

*     *     * 
FAITH UnITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 
801 4th Ave nE, Waseca 

507-835-3167 
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHRIST THE KInG LUTHERAn 

CHURCH 
309 6th St nE, Waseca 

507-835-9176 
Worship Sundays traditional 8:30 a.m., 9:45 
a.m. Sunday School/Fellowship; 10:45 a.m. 

contemporary service 
*     *     * 

ST. JOHn LUTHERAn CHURCH 
401 3rd Ave nE, Waseca 

507-833-1703 
Sundays 9:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
ST. PAUL LUTHERAn CHURCH 

314 4th Ave nE, Waseca 
507-835-2647 

Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
*     *     * 

FIRST COnGREGATIOnAL CHURCH 
503 2nd Ave nE, Waseca 

507-835-4548 (office email: 
1cwaseca@hickorytech.net) 

Worship Sunday 10 a.m. 
*     *     * 

GRACE LUTHERAn CHURCH 
300 E Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-835-1709 
Worship Sunday 9 a.m. 

*     *     * 
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH 

111 4th St nW, Waseca 
Father Glenn Ferichs 

507-835-1222 
Worship Sundays 10:00 a.m., Tues. and Wed. 
at 8:30 a.m. and Thurs. at 7 a.m.; Saturdays 

at 5 p.m. 
*     *     * 

REAL LIFE CHURCH 
620 W Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-607-8245 
Sunday worship 10 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST LATTER-

DAY SAInTS 
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-835-4640 
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 

1221 8th St SE, Waseca 
507-835-2213 

Sunday worship 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m. 
*     *     * 

CHRISTIAn ASSEMBLY 
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-833-1082 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun Evening 

6:00 p.m., Wed. evening 6:30 p.m. 
*     *     * 

ST. PETER EVAnGELICAL 
LUTHERAn CHURCH 

new Richland, Minnesota  
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, Choir and 
Choir; 10:30 a.m. Worship 
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters 
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
ST. PETER EVAnGELICAL 

LUTHERAn CHURCH 
Otisco, Minnesota 

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor  
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study 
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
TRInITY EVAnGELICAL 

LUTHERAn CHURCH 
new Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Mary Iverson 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, Sunday 
School; 10 a.m. Coffee 
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting 
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirmation; 7 p.m. 
Council meeting 

*     *     * 
LESUEUR RIVER 

LUTHERAn CHURCH 
new Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
School 
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

 *     *     * 
VISTA LUTHERAn CHURCH 

new Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
VISTA EVAnGELICAL 
COVEnAnT CHURCH 

new Richland, Minnesota 
Brian Schanil Pastor 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. Sunday 
School 
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe Ministry, 1-
3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires and Yard Games, 6 
p.m. until dark 

*     *     * 
ALL SAInTS 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
new Richland, Minnesota 

Father Glenn Ferichs 
Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and 4th Fridays 
p.m. Mass 
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m. 

*     *     * 
FIRST LUTHERAn 

Missouri Synod 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Larry Sipe 
Sundays: Worship 8 a.m.; 9:10 a.m. Sunday 
School and adult bible class 

*     *     * 
IMMAnUEL LUTHERAn CHURCH 

Freedom Township 
Sunday – 9:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
ZOAR UnITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Pastor Ava Adams-Morris 
Waldorf, Minnesota  

Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Father Sammy Pothireddy 
Saturday - 5 p.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
TRInITY LUTHERAn 

Wilton Township 
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor 

Sunday – 8 a.m. summer worship; 10:45 a.m. 
Worship starting Sept. 1 

*     *     * 
THE CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST 

OF LATTER-DAY SAInTS 
Brad Donner, Branch President 

Waseca, Minnesota 
www.lds.org 

Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.; 11:20 
a.m. Sunday School 
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activities, ages 

12-18 
 *         *        * 

TRInITY LUTHERAn CHURCH 
412 n. Main Street, Janesville 

Pastor Jason Wolter 
Rev. Timothy Contreras 

Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m. Worship 
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible Class, 
10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
JAnESVILLE UnITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 
401 n. West St., Janesville 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
BLOOMInG GROVE UnITED METH-

ODIST CHURCH 
43089 180th St., Morristown 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Summer worship hours, 
(10:45 a.m. Worship, winter)  

*     *     * 
ST. Ann CATHOLIC CHURCH 

307 W. 2nd St, Janesville 
Father Robert Schneider 

Sunday - 8:30 a.m. - Mass 
*     *     * 

FAITH LUTHERAn CHURCH 
300 Owen St., Janesville 

Pastor Sarah Krolak 
*     *     * 

ST. JOHn EVAnGELICAL CHURCH 
Alma City, Minnesota 
Pastor Robert Harting 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

TRInITY EVAnGELICAL LUTHERAn 
CHURCH 

Smiths Mill, Minnesota 
Pastor Robert Harting 

Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship 
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship 

 *         *        * 
nORTH WASECA LUTHERAn 

CHURCH ELCA 
404 30 120th St. Waseca 

Pastor Sarah Krolak 
507-234-6463  

Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Second sunday 
“Young at heart”  
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirmation 

*     *     * 
    nOTE: CHAnGES In CHURCH CAL-
EnDARS MUST BE MADE BY nOTIFI-
CATIOn TO THE WASECA PIOnEER.

By PASTOR RICK WULF 
You know that song, “These 

are a few of my favorite things?” 
I’m drawing a blank on the 
movie, but I’m sure you are 
either singing the song or you are 
shouting at the newspaper the 
name of the movie that the song 
is from. Or maybe you’re think-
ing of your favorite things. The 
truth is, we all have favorite 
things. We all have things we 
like, things that bring us good 
feelings, and things that bring us 
joy. 

If you haven’t already, I want 
you to think of a few of your fa-
vorite things. Maybe it’s your 
family or special people in your 
life. These people are good gifts 
from our God, who loves us very 
much. Maybe it’s a talent you 
have or something you are good 
at, and you find joy playing piano 
or guitar. Maybe you love to 
sing. God has given us these 
things in our life so that we can 
find enjoyment in our life. 
Maybe it’s sports or an activity. I 
believe God has given us these 
things in life so we can find Him 
in every area of life. 

I love sports. And I’m blessed 
to be on the coaching staff for the 
Waseca Blue Jays. Let’s go, 
Jays!! I love students and I love 
to watch them do what they love 
to do. One of my favorite things 
is to watch our seniors play their 
hearts out every game. I have a 
senior on the team this year. I 
love to see him play his best and 
enjoy his teammates. I really do 
enjoy the upper class men who 
have been getting better and 
better each year. But I also love 
that I am one of the 9 th grade 
coaches. For all of them, this is 
their first year playing high 
school football, and for some of 
them, this is their first year play-
ing at all. I love that I get to help 
develop their skills and give 
them an opportunity to enjoy the 
game of football. 

You know, it’s kind of like our 
faith. I love that I am a Jesus-fol-
lower. It is my absolute favorite 
thing. And as I follow Jesus, I get 
to point others to Jesus as well. I 
feel very fortunate that I get to do 
this as a pastor, but I really don’t 
think God intended for just pas-
tors to disciple younger Jesus-
followers. God intended for all of 
us to fulfill the Great Commis-
sion together. We are all on the 
front lines and God wants to use 
all of us to share His love with 
those around us. 

As I think of my favorite 
things, I also truly enjoy being a 
part of the family of God at my 
local Church. I believe there is 
nothing better than the church 
being who the church is called to 
be. As we love one another, being 
the hands and feet of Jesus, we 
get to experience Jesus together. 
As we are being light and bring-
ing hope, building a family to-
gether. I love that we are united 
by the Holy Spirit to bring those 
who are far away from God into 
His family. And then, as people 
grow in their faith, they see the 
need to be a part of a church 
family, too. The church is such an 
important piece of the puzzle that 
is growing in faith. 

It’s kind of like the football 
team we’re working so hard to 
field. Each player is unique and 
each of them bring different 
skills and abilities to the team. 
Every one of the players is nec-
essary. And it’s our job as 
coaches to help them be all they 
can be to play the game as one 
team, not 11 individuals. So as 
coaches, we are working hard to 
create a cohesive unit, ready to 
fulfill the purpose of playing one 
of my favorite sports. As they 
gain new skills and master the 
ones they’re learning, they are 
becoming a great football team. I 
love seeing how it all comes to-
gether. 

Just like a football team, as 
Christians, we also have our 
created purpose. Ephesians 2:10 
writes, “we are God’s master-
piece, created in Christ Jesus to 
do good works, which He has 
prepared in advance for us to 
do.” Our purpose is to work to-
gether with others who love 
Jesus to fulfill His calling in our 
lives. So whether you are part of 
the experienced generation or the 
emerging one, whether you have 
been a Christian for a long time 
or you are new to faith, you be-
long on our team. And you have 
an amazing opportunity to live 
out God’s purpose for your life. 

If you’re not on Team Jesus, let 
me encourage you to let Him 
change your life. Call me and 
let’s chat about a few of my fa-
vorite things, beginning with 
Jesus. If you are on Team Jesus, 
it’s time to get on the field and 
play your heart out for our 
Coach. 

I’m rooting for you. God is on 
the move and never forget that 
we’re on the winning team!

A few of my  
favorite things

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

Twelve members of Waseca’s Real 
Life Covenant Church spent July 28 
to Aug. 3 in Nome, Alaska, helping 
with the construction of a building to 
be used in the work of KICY Chris-
tian Radio. 

The radio station has been broad-
casting for 65 years using almost en-
tirely volunteer staff. According to a 
presentation given at the Real Life 
Church last October by station man-
ager Patty Burchell, the station 
reaches about 50,000 people in 
Alaska and an unknowable but sub-
stantial number of indigenous people 
living in Russia.  

Real Life pastor Mike Coglan vol-
unteered with the station in the past 
and continues to create weekly half-
hour devotions which KICY broad-
casts. 

Coglan and 11 other members of 
Real Life were one of several teams 
who took turns helping construct a 
housing unit to be used by station 
volunteers. According to the KICY 
website, the new housing is “phase 
one” of a station renovation project. 
The new structure has one two-bed-
room living space and two one-bed-
room spaces. 

Mission team members were Co-
glan, Mary and Todd Dorn, Carter 
and Reilly Hadt, Dani and Dwight 
Hoy, Cindy Lewer, Colton and Milt 
Madson, Mary Pascua and Colton 
Roballo. Nine people took the stage 
at Waseca Covenant on Sunday, Aug. 
17 to tell about their experience. 

Group members shared they en-
countered many surprises during 

their mission trip ranging from the 
amount of homelessness they saw in 
Alaska to the nature of the work they 
were asked to perform. 

Though team members had been 
told they were likely to be doing fin-
ishing work and painting when they 
arrived, the construction project had 
been delayed because the barge de-
livering the needed supplies had not 
arrived on schedule.  

“We did much more construction 
than we expected,” said team 
members, explaining they had put 
weather wrapping on the exterior 
walls and roof, as well as siding on 
the building walls. 

“We never saw it dark up there,” 
mentioned one mission worker. The 
team also mentioned nearly ever-pre-
sent fog down near the ocean, even 
though further away from the coast-
line the sun shone brightly and the 
skies were clear. 

Some of the younger members of 
the team took an opportunity to 
swim in the Bering Sea. “That’s 
something I never thought I would 
be able to do,” commented one of 
them. 

Those who didn’t swim mentioned 
it was a pleasure to see the adventur-
ous group members enjoy them-
selves. “Some tiptoed, others 
plunged straight in. It was fun to see 
that.” 

One team member came home 
with bags and bags of rocks and sea 
glass he had collected along the 
beach. When airport security staff 
members recognized how heavy the 

Mission trip 
brings surprises,  
accomplishments 

HARD WORK - Twelve members of Waseca’s Real Life Covenant Church traveled to Nome, Alaska and spent July 18 to Aug. 3 
helping with the construction of a building to be used in the work of KICY Christian Radio. Mission team members were (from left) 
Dani Hoy, Dwight Hoy, Mary Dorn, Todd Dorn, Mike Coglan, Colton Madson, Mary Pascua, Ron Person, Reilly Hadt, Cindy Lewer, 
Carter Hadt, Colton Roballo, and Milt Madson. 

ALASKA FUN - Real Life pastor Mike Coglan and 11 other 
members of Real Life were one of several teams who took turns 
helping construct a housing unit to be used by station vol-
unteers.  Mission continued on 12

base for stabilizing extensions on 
the crane. The other bore two 
specially shaped counterweights 
to be attached near the base of 
the crane’s extendable boom. All 
of the plates and weights could 
be moved only with a forklift. 

The vast majority of the 
crane’s time on site was spent 
setting up for the lifts, or waiting 
while workers took care of tran-
sitional tasks. 

According to Ree, the crane 
had come from Rochester, where 
it had been used to remove 
storm-damaged trees from on top 
of structures and from confined 
spaces. When it finished the 
morning’s work, it went on to 
Austin, where it is being used to 
facilitate a roof replacement. 

About 50 spectators, a few 
comfortably seated in lawn 
chairs, gathered along the road-
way both east and west of the 
church to observe the process. 

Carpenters and a welder from 
Rocon Construction of Owa-
tonna, the company which built 
the bell tower and steeple, min-
gled themselves throughout the 
process, including making prep-
arations before the crane arrived, 
helping with various elements of 
the lifting, and then stabilizing 
the steeple once it was in place. 

Because the reconstructed 
steeple was required to comply 
with current building codes, it 
had metal structures inside. 
Rocon workers set to work weld-
ing the newly arrived metal 
beams to those installed in the 
bell tower within a few moments 
of being sure everything was 
straight. Rocon staff had been 
moving up and down using aerial 
construction lifts since about 7 
a.m., ensuring things were ready. 

Church member and the con-
gregation’s coordinator for the 
project is Jim Kortz. He and his 
wife Judy, a fellow church 
leader, were at the church bright 
and early on Thursday. “The 
morning of the steeple raising I 
had been on every floor of the 
church, from the basement to the 
bell tower. I was thinking about 
how long it took to get to this 
point. Then after the crane ar-
rived, within two hours the bell 
was lifted into the tower and the 
steeple was in place. 

“Even though there is finish-
ing work to get done, the project 
feels complete. When we drove 
away from church that morning, 
we had to stop along the road and 
look at the steeple from a dis-
tance. It was so neat to see the 
landmark up there along the sky-
line. I think about how it feels to 
some of the life-long members of 
90 years or more to see the stee-
ple back in place; it may have 
been an emotional day for 
some.” 

■ Steeple 
 from Page 1



1925 
- The several committees – that are in charge of the Waseca County 

Fair are straining every effort to make the fair this year a winner in 
every respect. The general plan which worked so successfully last year 
is being followed again only the fair will be bigger and better in every 
department. A new and better stage is going to be built for the free 
acts, so that all performances will be seen to better advantage than 
ever before. All the fair buildings are being renovated. With the im-
provements being made on the grounds, all exhibits will be shown to 
better advantage. 

- Something to think about: As the days round out into years, and 
the years begin to fall about us like ripened fruit, we give, without 
knowing why, more serious thought to comfort than happiness. The 
dream of content when the cheeks are faded, when the hair is silvered, 
and the strength of the bone and the blood is slowly ebbing away, is 
the common dream of mankind the world over. In early life, it spreads 
out before us like a glorious vision, then it wanes and narrows, causing 
us to wonder what we have done with all the precious time of the past, 
ticked away right under our eyes by the friendly family clock, still 
ticking and faithfully performing its monotonous duty. We have wor-
shipped golf and found it but a mocker. 

 
1950 

- Eugene (Schueb) Volz, local businessman, filed Thursday of last 
week for the office of state representative. He will be opposed by 
Omar Dahle, incumbent, and H. J. Sprengeler, Waseca. Mr. Dahle is a 
farmer and Mr. Sprengeler operates an oil company at Waseca. With 
the exception of eight years spent in Milwaukee, Chicago, and Cali-
fornia, Mr. Volz has made Janesville his home. He owns and operates 
Schueb’s Bar here. Twelve years ago he was a candidate for the office 
of state representative. He is 47 years of age and is married to the 
farmer Alice Taxer of Le Center. They have four children, three boys 
and a girl. Mr. Volz is a member of the Janesville Board of Education 
and was just recently appointed clerk of the board. 

- Dale Blank, 15, Janesville, made it three in a row at the Waseca 
County Fair on Saturday when his Holstein cow was named grand 
champion 4-H dairy animal. Dale’s cow topped one of the outstanding 
dairy show ever presented at Waseca fair, Cletus Murphy, county, 
agent, said. All 35 of the animals exhibited were in the blue ribbon 
class. The young Janesville farmer, who won previous championships 
in 1948 and 1949, will head the county’s delegation of five dairy 
winners to the Minnesota State fair. Dale was the grand champion Hol-
stein showman at the state fair last year and “warmed up” for another 
shot at the title by winning county showmanship honors again. He also 
plans to enter open class competition with a string of five Holsteins. 

- The Janesville Red Sox, with 11 straight wins to their credit, were 
resting on top of the South Le Sueur County League today, after hum-
bling Kilkenny Thursday in a twilight game and routing Madison Lake 
Sondau. Bill Haag and Ken Schafer hit home runs at Kilkenny with 
two and three men on, respectively, to lead Janesville batters. Bob 
Schueneman made his first mound chore a successful one as he al-
lowed only five hits in the seven-inning game for the Sox while his 
mates were supporting him with 12 blows. The Sox went on a 15-hit 
spree to route the Lakers at Northside park and much of the glory went 
to Roy Lukken. All Lukken did was pound a home run, a double, and 
three singles in five trips to the plate for the best plate day for him in 
league play this season. 

 
1975 

- Members of Janesville’s American Legion Post #281 are urged to 
attend a special 8:30 p.m. meeting in the club room, at which the pro-
posed Legion Club expansion will be discussed and decided upon. The 
above drawing is a sketch of what the front of the proposed addition 
would look like. The building committee of the local post is proposing 
a 44’ x 125’ addition to the north of the present clubroom. The 5,000 
suare foot addition will include a community hall complete with 
kitchen and bathroom facilities. The cost has been estimate at $45,000. 
If the club expansion is approved, Legionnaires plan to sell $100 first 
mortgage bonds to f inance it. 

- After six negotiating meetings – ranging from one to two and a 
half hours each – Janesville teachers and the District 30 School Board 
have agreed on a new two-year teaching contract. Tentative agreement 
between teacher negotiators Dave U’Ren, Rose Till and Leon Haefner 
and board members Sib Joyce, Ken Johansen and Billie Quast was 
reached July 24. The entire school board ratified the agreement at their 
meeting Monday night. 

- Plans for Janesville’s new off-sale liquor store are going ahead ac-
cording to schedule according to Denny Gustafson. Land has been 
purchased just east of the Janesville Dairy Queen on Highway 14 for 
the building, Gustafson said. The Janesville City Council approved 
Gustafson’s request for an off-sale liquor license at last week’s meeting 
providing he meets all local building and zoning requirements. 

 
2000 

-Kim Youngerberg is no stranger to Janesville. She grew up here, 
and except for one years when her family moved to South Dakota, she 
has always lived in the area. Now she has become a member of the 
teaching faculty at Trinity Lutheran School. Youngerberg begins this 
fall as the pre-school teacher at Trinity. She was previously employed 
on a part-time basis at Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton Elementary 
School as a Title I teacher. Youngerberg is excited about her new 
duties, and feels it is in many ways an extension of what she has been 
doing lately as a parent. 

- Mark Muedeking, a lawyer with more than 20 years of experience 
in government and private practice, has been named the new general 
counsel for the U.S. Olympic Committee. He will assume the position 
on Sept. 1. The announcement was made by USOC chief executive 
officer Norm Blake. Muedeking’s appointment fills the final position 
on the USOC’s newly structured leadership team. He replaces Schott 
Blackmun who was named senior managing director of sport re-
sources.

25 years ago 
- Lakeside golfers burglarized again: Golfers who store their equipment 

at Lakeside Country Club have been subjected to a series of burglaries that 
began on April 16. Since that date, Lakeside has been burglarized on four 
separate occasions according to Waseca County Sheriff’s Department. Once 
again, on Sunday evening Aug. 13, the club experienced the loss of a large 
number of golf clubs owned by its members. “It happened sometime last 
night. Several set of golf clubs were taken. They were housed in a golf cart 
shed,” said Sheriff’s Deputy Lance Lehman on Monday. 

- Looking at Fairmont's aquatic park with an eye towards Waseca: On 
Friday a group of Wasecans made a trip to Fairmont, City of Lakes, to take 
a look at the new Aquatic Park which opened last year in the southwest 
Minnesota city of 11,000. Roy Srp, Gary Conrath, Jean Worke, Mark Bar-
telt, Robin Terrell and Brad Milbrath spent a couple of hours looking at the 
park and imagining such a facility in Waseca. 

- Technology adds to drivers’ distractions:  Changing the radio station, 
adjusting the review mirror, picking stuff up off the floor, yelling at the kids, 
eating and talking on the cellular phone. These are things most everyone 
does while they are driving. Federal, state and local authorities say this is a 
growing problem: drivers doing lots of things besides paying attention.  

- Left to right: Mike & Cherri Larson and Sandi & Ron Boekelman, 
the new owners of Waseca’s bowling alley.  

 
50 years ago 

- Two horses suffer from encephalitis in Waseca: Wasecans who are wor-
ried about catching encephalitis (sleeping sickness) should “take extra pre-
cautions outdoors” and “get plenty of rest” according to Waseca County 
Public Health Officer, Dr. Stever Normann, but those who own horses better 
keep a clear eye on their animals, particularly if they have not been vacci-
nated. As of this time, no human cases of encephalitis have been reported 
to Waseca County doctors, according to Dr. Normann, but Waseca veteri-
narian, Dr. Daniel West said this morning that two horses in the county have 
contracted the disease. 

- Four-year-old Waseca boy is struck by car: Four-year-old Craig D. Sut-
lief is listed in fair condition today at Waseca Area Memorial Hospital fol-
lowing a car-pedestrian accident Wednesday afternoon near Clear Lake 
Park. Craig, who reportedly ran out in front of the west bound vehicle on 
8th Ave. N.E. is suffering from multiple bruises on his back, neck and 
shoulders. At the present time he is being observed by doctors for possible 
head and internal injuries. 

- Lampman printing to open Sept. 1: “My printing business comes first,” 
says Steve Lampman who will open Lampman Printing on September 1 at 
123 2nd Ave. N.E., Waseca. Lampman, 36, is presently employed as a fore-
man at Quality Print. In his own shop he plans to specialize in type setting 
for various firms. He will do art prints, commercial printing, brochures, 
newsletters, letter heads and envelopes. “There’s always a challenge,” says 
Lampman. 

- Takaaki Hamaguchi, 14, Japan, center, has been in Waseca for 
nearly three weeks and will return to his home on August 21. He is stay-
ing with Mr. and Mrs. Norman Gehring and family at R. 1. He is here 
under the auspices of the LOBO program of the 4-H organization. Ha-
maguchi, who speaks a little English, says, “Waseca is wonderful and 
big.” Last summer Douglas Gehring,, 16, right, was one of four 4-Hers 
in the county chosen for the foreign exchange and spent a similar length 
of time at the Hamaguchi home just outside Tokyo. The aim of the pro-
gram is to teach each race to learn about the way the other lives. Pic-
tured left to right are Mrs. Gehring and her daught, Debra.  

 
75 years ago 

- Pfc. Levi H. Bartz, first Wasecan wound in the fighting in Korea, has 
been moved from Korea to Tokyo Army Hospital, according to a letter re-
ceived by his mother, Mrs. Theo, Lueck, Thursday. He writes that he has 
been awarded the Purple Heart for a .30 calibre rifle would in the right 
shoulder. He expects to be in the Tokyo hospital for two or three weeks be-
fore receiving surgery for the removal of the bullet. 

- Wasecan to Open Offices in Mankato: Russel T. Peterson, certified pub-
lic accountant, is opening an office on the second floor of the First National 
Bank building, Mankato. He will engage in the general practice of public 
accounting, including audits, systems and tax accounting. Peterson, 39, is 
a native Wasecan and a son of Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Peterson, 604 2nd 
Ave. N.E. Waseca.  

- The Veterans of Foreign Wars auxiliary gave a card party Thursday 
evening, August 10, at the Odd Fellows hall. Guests were present for 13 
tables of pfeffer. The ladies’ high prize was won by Mrs. Blanche Foss, with 
low score going to Mrs. Vera Kahnke. The men’s high went to John Below, 
and the low to Alber Bethke. Pfeffer prize was won by Mr. Frank Clasen. 

 
100 years ago 

- The officers and committeemen of the Waseca County Fair are busily 
engaged in making arrangements for the securing of attractions, which will 
make every department larger and more interesting than heretofore. The 
buildings on the fair grounds are being repainted this week and work will 
commence shortly ont he replacing of the roof ont he grand stand. A new 
and more substantial stage will be erected in front of the grandstand, which 
will be greatly appreciated by the actors as well as the public. 

New Richland
25 years ago 

- Julie Tesch, daughter of Martin and Jan Tesch of rural 
Waldorf, filled the position of 
Lisa Hinz on June 1, as 
Waseca County Extension 
Educator for 4-H Youth De-
velopment. For the past 
seven years Julie has lived in 
the twin Cities, where she at-
tended the University of Min-
nesota and was employed 
with the Extension Service 
for two years. She was satis-
fied with her work and the 
people she worked with, but 
is very happy to be back in 
the area where she grew up.  

- Joseph Johnson, a 
member of the Vista Busy 
Bees earned blue ribbons on 
each of the four Suffolk 
sheep he showed in 4-H com-
petition at the Waseca 
County Fair. Apparently this 
animal did not care much for 
the photograph!  

 
50 years ago 

- Community Development in New Richland continues to 
progress with completion dates nearing for some building 
projects. The pictures above (going clockwise, at top left.) 
show the New Richland City Nursing home nearing its Oc-
tober 1st completion date; the apartment complex being 
built by Jim Weydert, shows the exterior work almost com-
plete as it nears its September 1st occupancy date; in house 
in the lower left photo is being built by Merlin Krueger, and 
is a good example of the many fine new homes being built in 
the city; and the Vinylex Corporation, on the south edge of 
the city, is nearing its completion date and begin to start New 
Richlands newest industry.  

- On August 17th, Mr. and Mrs. Martin Tesch presented their 
daughter, Julie Lynn, for baptism at the 8:15 am service at First 
Lutheran Church. Pastor Gerald Pundt officiated. Julie's spon-
sors were Mrs. Kathy Pryzbilla of St. Cloud and Mr. and Mrs. 
Dennis Kipp of Mankato.  

- Jeff Getskow and Scott Smith were selected last week by 
their teammates to be co-captains for this year's New Rich-
land-Hartland football squad. Getskow, senior quarterback, 
and Scott Smith, senior halfback, hope to improve on last 
year's 7-3 second place finish.  

 
75 years ago 

- Mrs C. A. Newgard and Mrs Hans Sunde drove to Glenville 
Sunday and were guests at the Paul Loken home. At Sunday 
morning Church services Mr. and Mrs. Loken had their four 
months old adopted son, Steven Keith baptized. The Lokens 
have a daughter, Paulette, seven years of age.  

- Theodore Schroeder has purchased the residence on south 
Broadway which formerly belonged to the O. P. Olson estate. 
Mr. and Mrs. Floyed Abraham and daughters Sandra who oc-
cupy the downstairs rooms will continue to make their home 
there.  

- Mr. and Mrs. Robert Haugan of St. Paul are parents of their 
first child, a son Eric Albert born Sunday morning. He weighed 
8 lbs. And 14 ozs. 

Janesville
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Waseca-Le Sueur Regional Li-
brary System has created an up-
dated list of The 100 Best Books 
for Early Literacy. Originally 
created in 2015, this list has been 
updated to include some of the 
great books published in the years 
since the original list was devel-
oped. Early literacy is everything 
that children know about reading 
and writing before they can read 
or write. The books on this list are 
the most effective in preparing 
kids to read — helping them hear 
the sounds in words, develop their 
vocabulary, describe things and 
tell stories, learn their letters, 
know how books work and follow 
words on a page, and enjoy 
books. Reading is the cornerstone 
of knowledge and kids can start 
learning from birth! 

These books feature a wide 
range of stories, from laugh-out-
loud scenarios to bedtime stories, 
from exploring emotions to learn-
ing how to navigate a child’s 
world. This list is part of the Li-
brary System’s Romp and Rhyme 
curriculum, designed to create a 
standard of excellence for early 
literacy education.  

The Library System is issuing 
The Romp 100 Challenge, en-
couraging kids and their grown-

ups to read all 100 books. Kids 
and their grownups can keep track 
of what books they read by using 
the checklist available at their 
local public library. Once all 100 
books have been read, kids can 
turn in their checklist to receive a 
stuffed animal character from one 
of the books they’ve read.  

All of the books on the list are 
stocked in all nine of the Library 
System’s libraries (including a 
few Tonies for our Tonieboxes). 
The Library System is also host-
ing special events at its libraries 
which feature the books from The 
Romp 100 Challenge, including 
upcoming Edible Story Times, 
Rabbit Stories, and Kiddie Yoga 
events. 

“We hope our community falls 
in love with these books like we 
have. Reading picture books with 
a child is a creative, bonding ex-
perience for everyone involved. It 
also is critical for a child’s future 
success,” said Stacy Lienemann, 
Director of Waseca-Le Sueur Re-
gional Library System. “This 
project is a deliberate effort to en-
sure that the prereaders in our 
communities will be better pre-
pared to read when they reach 
kindergarten and can succeed in 
all subjects going forward.” 

The 100 Best Books 
for Early Literacy

The Waseca Area Chamber Ambas-
sadors proudly presented Dennis, Stef-
fel, Omtvedt Funeral Homes & 
Crematory with the prestigious Century 
Award in recognition of over 150 years 
of service to the Waseca community. 

The Century Award honors busi-
nesses and organizations that have 
demonstrated unwavering commitment 
to the community for 100 years or 
more. This recognition is reserved for 
Chamber Members whose longevity 
reflects resilience, adaptability, and a 

lasting impact on both the local econ-
omy and society. Recipients of this 
award embody the spirit of tradition 
and progress, serving as pillars of the 
Waseca community and inspiring fu-
ture generations to build upon their leg-
acy. 

“Dennis, Steffel, Omtvedt Funeral 
Homes & Crematory’s century-and-a-
half of service represents more than just 
years in business—it’s a testament to 
compassion, dedication, and an endur-
ing presence in our community’s most 

meaningful moments,” said Robin 
Dulas, Executive Director of the 
Waseca Area Chamber of Commerce 
and Tourism. “Their legacy is deeply 
woven into the history of Waseca, and 
we are proud to recognize their remark-
able contributions.” 

Katie Gonzales, Waseca Area 
Chamber Ambassador Chair, added, 
“The Century Award is about honoring 
organizations that not only stand the 
test of time, but also grow and adapt 
while holding true to their values. Den-

nis, Steffel, Omtvedt Funeral Homes & 
Crematory has done just that, offering 
care, professionalism, and community 
spirit for generations.” 

The Waseca Area Chamber of Com-
merce congratulates Dennis, Steffel, 
Omtvedt Funeral Homes & Crematory 
on this incredible milestone and thanks 
them for their steadfast service to the 
community.

Dennis, Steffel, Omtvedt Funeral Homes 
& Crematory earns Century Award

CENTURY AWARD - Back row: Kevin Walter, Larry Johnson, Bernie Gaytko, Diane Beckmann. Front row: Kristie Biehn, Abby 
Hughes, Marcy Buchele, Aaron Omtvedt, Tom Sankovitz, Molly Erdman, Tiffany Lynch and Jodie Thompson. 
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We are hosting our 27th annual 
Waseca County Farm Bureau Farm 
and Home Safety Day at our new 
location at the Waseca County Fair 
Grounds this year on Tuesday, 
September 9, 2025. We are looking 
forward to seeing 222 students and 
their teachers there. The schools in 
attendance will be Janesville Pub-
lic, Trinity Lutheran of Janesville, 
Waterville Elysian Morristown, 
Waseca Public and Waseca Team 
Academy. 

You can almost feel fall in the air 
already, soon the colors will be 
changing, too. Our farmers will 
soon be harvesting their crops so 
they can feed the world. Re-
member to thank a farmer for their 
labors and help support their work. 
Farmers are always trying to be 
safe on the roads, so we need to be 
slowing down as well so everyone 
is safe. As a farmwife, I pray that 
each year we have no accidents 
and that our weather is good to har-
vest. 

This is an important program for 
our community showing how to be 
safe in your home and on farms. 
We have quite a few farm vol-
unteers and businesses that help to 
support this program. I want to 
thank Subway of Waseca, , Culli-
gan Waseca, Waseca Fair Board, 
Compeer Financial, FM Bank 
Waseca, 

Janesville State Bank, Keen 
Bank, MinnWest Bank, Waseca 
Area Foundation and our local 

FFA students 
from Waseca High School. I am 

grateful for everyone’s willingness 
to help and make this a success! 

Our 6 Safety Stations are: 
1) Animal Safety-Crystal @ 

Summers Ridge Veterinary, Janes-
ville 

2) Tractor/PTO Safety-Jared 
Prestegard, Kibble Equipment, 
Owatonna 

3) ATV/Snowmobile/Boat 
Safety-Jay Dulas, Waseca Sheriff’s 
Office 

4) Electrical Safety-Syd & Dan, 
Steele/Waseca Cooperative Elec-
tric, Owatonna 

5) Chemical Safety-Reece 
Boucher, Crystal Valley Cooper-
ative, Janesville 

6) Lawn Mower/Chainsaw 
Safety, Jacob Katzung & Matt Le-
visay, Northland Farm Systems, 
Owatonna 

Come out to see our highlight of 
the day, our mock farm accident at 
11:30 am which involves our 
Waseca Sheriff’s Office, Janesville 
Fire & Rescue, North Waseca Am-
bulance and their helicopter with 
one of our local students. The ac-
cident will involve a tractor/pto ac-
cident. Remember to always check 
your surroundings when out and 
about and in our homes so you can 
avoid accidents. 

Our event runs from 9 am to 
2:30 pm. We hope to see you out 
there to learn about our safety pro-
gram.

Waseca County 
Farm and Home 
Safety Day set 
for September 9

By ELI LUTGENS 
Publisher/Editor 

After eight years serving the City 
of New Richland, Administrator An-
thony Martens, 45, is departing for 
greener pastures. He began his new 
position as Blooming Prairie City 
Administrator on Tuesday.   

Martens started his journey with 
New Richland in April of 2017 when 
he was hired as chief of police. Five 
years later, to the month, he began 
serving as city administrator.  

Martens said working for the city 
wasn’t about him, it was about the 
community. 

“I wanted us to bring the city to the 

community. I always looked at this 
as an ‘us.’ Everyone here is a team. 
Every win has been about us, not 
me.” 

So far the city has received three 
applicants for administrator.  

“The city is in good hands,” 
Martens said. “This is one of the best 
staffs I’ve ever worked with.  

If I could pick them all up and take 
them with me, I would. 

“My family isn’t going anywhere 
in the near future,” Martens con-
tinued. “We’ll still be around.” 

Martens said he’s looking to grow 
as a person in his new role with 
Blooming Prairie, calling it a “new 

opportunity for challenge, growth.” 
A resident of New Richland for 

more than twenty years, Martens 
earned his MPA degree in Admin-
istration in 2016.  

Martens came to know New Rich-
land after working at the Creamery 
in Otisco and has lived in New Rich-
land on and off since 2001 and per-
manently after purchasing his 
family’s home in 2005. Martens mar-
ried his wife Kelly (Nelson) in 2001 
and the pair have two teenagers: 
Carter, 18; and Corbin, 16.  

Carter is going to college at MSU 
pursuing a degree in Sports Manage-
ment and Corbin is a Junior at 

NRHEG High School. 
In his time with the city, Martens 

said the biggest achievement he’s 
been part of is restoring the city’s 
bond rating, which was unsatisfac-
tory when he took over as admin-
istrator.  

“Working together as a staff, we 
brought it back to a stable environ-
ment,” Martens said.  

“We’ve also migrated more to a 
user friendly atmosphere for every-
one, staff and community. We’ve 
helped bring everything online.”  

New Richland will always be home
Residents bid Anthony Martens farewell, Friday

MOVING ON - Attending a farewell get-together for outgoing City Administrator Anthony Martens on Friday, Aug. 15, 2025 at New 
Richland City Hall, were, from left: New Richland Chief of Police Tanyce Bruegger, Corbin Martens, Anthony Martens, Assistant City 
Administrator Heather Christensen, New Richland Postmaster Randy Lewer, City Maintenance Supervisor Eric Hendrickson, and 
Sawyer Hender.                                     Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

Martens continued on 12
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try’s history was avoided when the 
2017 tax bill was made permanent.  

Finstad said the reconciliation 
bill increases Medicaid spending 
by more than $20 billion over the 
next ten years. He said the “Wel-
fare to Work Program” initiative is 
now law, even though the Clinton 
administration’s efforts to pass it in 
the 1990s were unsuccessful.  

Finstad talked about the negative 
effects of the U.S. Ag trade deficit 
of $50 billion. He said “Farmers 
want to get government out of the 
way. 

“Farmers want to farm for the 
market,” he added. 

Finstad referred to President 
Donald Trump as the “ultimate dis-
ruptor and chief,” then went on to 
say he brings people to the trade 
table, leading to short term uncer-
tainty. 

Following his introduction and 
legislative update, Finstad enter-
tained questions for nearly 45 mi-
nutes.  

Waseca School board member 
Charlie Priebe asked the first ques-
tions. 

“Seeing the power of the pres-
ident, with presidents taking more 
and more power, what can con-
gress do to bring power back to the 
people?”  

Priebe also asked how the De-
partment of Education could be 
more efficient. 

Finstad said the legislative 
branch of government is supposed 
to control spending. He gave an ex-
ample of the United States Agency 
for International Development 
(USAID) and how an appropria-
tions bill gives them a $1 billion 
budget and doesn’t give them 
guidelines for what to do with the 
money. Finstad said that isn’t rep-
resentative government.  

Finstad said laws implemented at 
the local level lead to more dili-
gence. He later spoke of the De-
partment of Education saying he 
voted to abolish it, stating “Local 
school board members like Charlie 
Priebe know best how to educate 
their local youth. 

“Give those dollars back to the 
local school board,” he said. “A 

book load of mandates come from 
those in Washington who think 
they know better than Waseca.”  

He also referenced 40 un-funded 
mandates passed by Minnesota this 
year.  

Waseca Mayor Randy Zimmer-
man asked how the United States 
Chamber of Commerce can help 
entice and solicit funds for local 
development.  

“There used to be a day, where if 
you build it, they will come,” Fin-
stad answered. “If you added a fac-
tory with 400 jobs, can the region 
support that?” 

Zimmerman hesitated and an-
swered, “It depends.”  

Finstad talked about a shortage 
of workers, referencing 60,000 
open healthcare positions in Min-
nesota along with 4,000 engineer-
ing openings.  

“These are job openings that 
simple math doesn’t fill,” he said. 
“Common sense says that the jobs 
we’ve lost to China can’t come 
back overnight.”  

Finstad talked about restoring 
vital needs to be produced in the 
United States including animal 
drugs and critical minerals, which 
the United States is nearly entirely 
dependent on China for.  

Zimmerman asked how Waseca 
can be part of the solution. 

Finstad said working together for 
new ideas and businesses.  

Waseca County Commissioner 

Doug Christopherson asked about 
added administrative pressure be-
cause of the Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program 
changes.  

“The fear is we’re going to end 
up paying for staff to police these 
forms at the local level? Is there 
anything in place to help local 
staff?  

Minnesota is one of 10 states to 
implement social services at the 
county level and only one of two 
states which puts the burden (ad-
ministrative costs) on the county.  

“Minnesota screwed that up,” 
Finstad stated. “Counties,.;/ should 
fight for the state to take those re-
sponsibilities.”  

“The state has to step up and say 
‘Counties we hear you hear loud 
and clear and will work together to 
fix it,’” Finstad said.  

Conclusion 
Before departing for visits in 

Steele County, Finstad posed for a 
picture. In the coming weeks Fin-
stad said he expects to make 
dozens more visits across Minne-
sota’s first district.   

■ Finstad 
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WALKING TOUR - Minnesota’s First District Congressman Brad Finstad talks to a room full of 
local Waseca County Community leaders.       Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

Brad Finstad shakes hands with Waseca School Board Member 
Charlie Priebe during visit to Waseca on Aug. 13, 2025.  
                                                      Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

The Redemption Project (TRP) 
is seeing growing success in its 
work with incarcerated women at 
the Federal Correctional Institution 
in Waseca (FCI-Waseca), where 
the Virtues for Success program 
has been running for over a year. 
While the women’s cohort has 
proven impactful since its intro-
duction, this marks the first time 
the curriculum, originally devel-
oped with men in mind, has been 
thoughtfully adapted to address the 
distinct experiences 

and needs of incarcerated 
women. 

The 16-week Virtues for Success 
program is rooted in classical So-
cratic teaching and focuses on four 
core virtues: Wisdom, Courage, 
Self-Control, and Justice. FCI-
Waseca has now graduated three 
full classes of Fellows, and the im-
pact has been nothing short of pro-
found. 

“Incarcerated women often carry 
a unique and heavy burden,” said 
Dwight Tostenson Founder and 

CEO of The Redemption Project. 
“Many are mothers. Many have 
survived trauma. Prison can be 
emotionally devastating. We knew 
if we were going to work with 
these women, we had to meet them 
where they were, with compassion, 
with purpose, and with a curricu-
lum that understands how rebuild-
ing relationships can lead to 
rebuilding communities. What’s 
happening in Waseca is transfor-
mational, for the women, and for 
us as an organization.” 

Unlike traditional prison educa-
tion programs, Virtues for Success 
is only offered to individuals 
within 18 months of release. In-
mates engage in meaningful study 
and personal development that pre-
pare them for reintegration into so-
ciety. For women, the program 
includes a deeper focus on emo-
tional healing, reconnection with 
family, especially children, and the 
rebuilding of community trust. 

Crystal Deverteski, Reentry Af-
fairs Coordinator at FCI-Waseca, 

underscored the importance of the 
program. 

“The Redemption Project and 
their Virtues for Success program 
is one of the most impactful pro-
grams that I have seen. It really 
teaches individuals how to think 
differently and move forward liv-
ing well. Even after the first few 
class sessions, participants are al-
ready thinking and behaving differ-
ently, while also making real 
concerted efforts in their studies 
and personal growth. The Redemp-
tion Project walks the walk. They 
continue supporting graduates 
through the remainder of their in-
carceration and after release, espe-
cially with employment 
opportunities that are truly felon-
friendly. They’re not just offering 
hope, they’re offering a real road to 
redemption.” 

TRP’s tailored version of the 
program for women has prompted 
new conversations around the need 
for gender-specific programming 
in correctional settings. The 

women’s cohort at FCI- Waseca 
has helped pave the way for similar 
initiatives at other facilities nation-
wide. 

“This is about dignity, restora-
tion, and second chances,” said Mi-
khail Rostislavovich, Chairman of 
the Board for TRP. “We must re-
member that virtue is not gendered, 
but the pathways back to it often 
are. These women are rediscover-
ing their strength, not just through 
textbooks, but through truth, heal-
ing, and connection. They are not 
broken, they are rebuilding. And 
the communities they return to will 
be better for it.” 

The Redemption Project con-
tinues to expand its work in correc-
tional institutions across 
Minnesota. With each graduating 
Fellow, more lives are changed, 
and more bridges built between in-
carceration and opportunity. 

To learn more about Virtues for 
Success, visit www.redemption-
project.org.

Redemption Project sees success through virtues

REDEMPTION - The Virtues for Success program has been running in Waseca’s Federal Correctional Institution for over a year. 
Featured here are those working closely with the program. Left to right, Chairman Mikhail Rostislavovich, CEO Dwight Tostenson, 
FCI Reentry Affairs Coordinator Crystal Deverteski, and Institutional Adjunct Instructor Bruce Morrissette 

He said he has done some re-
search on his own and has be-
come highly skeptical of the 
course’s practice of retaining 
both a course manager and a golf 
pro. He went on to express criti-
cism of the city’s money man-
agement system in general  

Rogers read a letter from  busi-
ness owner Clinton Broviak of 
Synergy Homecare. Broviak 
stated he could not be present, 
but that he had numerous con-
cerns regarding recent council 
discussions about reducing the 
length of time vehicles could 
park along Main Street during 
business hours. Broviak stated 
the proposed enforcement would 
gravely complicate the workday 
for his employees. The letter also 
commented on the loss of pro-
ductivity and valuable work time 
which would ultimately lead to 
financial impact on his business. 
Broviak stated his employees al-
ready park a block or more away 
because of the limited availabil-
ity. 

He also mentioned inconven-
ience to tenants who live in 
apartments above downtown 
buildings.  

After reading the letter, Rogers 
asked council members to 
ponder Broviak’s statements and 
let him know their thoughts. \ 

Later in the meeting, Scott 
Allen announced his plans to re-
tire fairly soon from the club-
house at Prairie Ridge Golf 
Course. Rogers asked the council 
if they preferred a clubhouse 

manager again or a pro golf 
player. Councilor Kyle Luitjens 
said since he wasn’t a golf guy, 
he was unsure of what the re-
sponsibilities were for both. 

Councilor Andy Ahlman re-
sponded that the clubhouse man-
ager runs the daily tasks of 
clubhouse tournaments, events, 
and league play but also teaches 
golf lessons. 

“Historically speaking, we had 
a clubhouse manager,” Rogers 
said and added the council back 
at the time decided they wanted 
a licensed golf professional, a 
PGA. 

“I’d like to see the financial as-
pect of it or how much we are 
going to lose from lessons and 
having a pro versus just having 
someone oversee it,” Luitjens 
stated. 

Ahlman said the PGA earns 
the money from the golf lessons. 

“The personnel committee is 
leaning towards a manager,” he 
added and, in addition to mini-
mum and preferred qualifications 
when the new job description is 
written, it would also be man-
datory that the individual is fa-
miliar with the game of golf. 

In other news, residents asked 
the city to purchase a sign raising 
awareness of the presence of an 
autistic child. After some discus-
sion, the council asked to come 
back at the next meeting with 
some figures on the pricing and 
wording of the sign. 

In other matters, starting in 
September, the council plans to 
meet on the second and fourth 
Mondays of each month. 

The council adjourned at 7:47 
p.m. 

■ Council 
 from Page 3

I was recently issued a 2024 
Dodge Durango, replacing my 
2019 Dodge Charger. Dodge 
discontinued making the Dodge 
Charger for a few years but is 
supposed to be coming back. 
State Patrol’s main squads are 
Dodge Durango or the Ford F-
150. The State Patrol issues new 
squads to troopers when the ve-
hicle reaches approximately 
120,000 miles. The retired 
squads are then auctioned off 
online to the highest bidder. 

2024 Dodge Durango Pursuit 
AWD 

Highlighted features: 
5.7L V8 Hemi engine with 

360 horsepower/390 lb-ft torque 
Transmission 8 speed Torque-

flite Automatic 
Axle ratio: 3.09 
Tire size, load, speed rating 

255/60R 108-V (Firestone) 

Ground clearance 8.1 
Brakes: Dodge Factory Police 

BR9 dual piston front single 
rear 

Fuel capacity 24.6 gallons 
Top speed 130 + MPH 
Top speed of 800 MHZ police 

radio= 186,000 miles per sec-
ond 

You can avoid a ticket — and 
a crash — if you simply buckle 
up, drive at safe speeds, pay at-
tention and always drive sober. 
Help us drive Minnesota To-
ward Zero Deaths. 

If you have any questions 
concerning traffic related laws 
or issues in Minnesota send 
your questions to Sgt. Troy 
Christianson – Minnesota State 
Patrol at 2900 48th Street NW, 
Rochester MN 55901- 5848. 
(Or reach him at, Troy.Chris-
tianson@state.mn.us)

‘Ask a Trooper’: 
State Patrol squads

Rick’s Appliance

Hours
M-F .... 7:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat ..... 7:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Sunday ................. Closed

Visit our new Showroom!
405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN

507-461-9615
Sales & Service

ricksappliancewaseca.com

Waseca Music 
C O M P A N Y

5 0 7 - 8 3 5 - 2 9 8 0
1 1 1  S o u t h  S t a t e  S t r e e t

YOUR LOCAL MUSIC STORE
Band Instruments • Repairs

Guitars • CD, DVD, & Vinyl
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It's time for fall and football!  
Our high school football team 

is getting ready for a new season. 
Head coach Brad Wendland puts 
a super competitive squad on the 
gridiron every fall season. Ed 
Hoehn does a tremendous job 
running the Bluejay youth foot-
ball program and develops a great 
number of young players for Brad 
Wendland’s varsity. Brad and 
staff coach them up and the Blue-
jays are in the conference and 
playoff hunt every season.  

I was a varsity Waseca football 
coach for many seasons. I was 
honored and privileged to be the 
defensive coordinator for head 
coaches Terry Gilbertson, Keith 
Kottkee, and Joel Hayford. I 
worked with Terry for 25 years.  

Time to share some memorable 
Bluejay football moments.  

Probably the biggest game I 
was involved in was a win against 
St. Peter. St. Peter was ranked 
first in the state and was loaded 
with athletes, even some division 
1 players. We upset them and won 
in front of a packed house on our 
home field. Joe Rocka Hoehn 
rushed more than 200 yards; our 
players left everything on the 
field. St. Peter went on to easily 
win the state championship. Pio-
neer sports editor Jim Lutgens 
covered the game for our local 
paper at the time. Mr. Lutgens 
was a young rookie sports writer 
back then. He wrote a page and a 
half article with the story, pic-
tures, interviews and gave us 
Nobel level coverage for the 
game.  

Another time we were playing 
at New Ulm, were behind by a 

couple of points, and had the ball 
for the last play. Sixty yards from 
the end zone, victory looked 
hopeless. Lucas Miller caught a 
short pass and ran right with the 
entire Eagle defense on his heels. 
He eluded a couple of tacklers, re-
versed his run, then scampered 
down the left side line for the 
winning score. Coach Bill Walter 
ran down the side lines, escorting 
him to the end zone, running over 
others in his way.  

Gilby was a creative sixth-

grade teacher and came up with 
the most creative coaching prep-
aration I've been involved with. 
St. Peter and Fairmont were pe-
rennial conference powers. We’d 
lost a couple of home games and 
were undefeated on the road. We 
were playing Fairmont at home 
for the conference championship. 
We decided to make it a road 
game. The late Bill Kemp drove 
us in a bus around Lake Sakatah 
in Waterville. We unloaded at our 
locker room, got dressed, played 

football and won. I’ve been apart 
of a couple of unbelievable 
games. 

I've also been involved in a 
couple of unbelievable football 
coaching bloopers. 

We once decided to punt on the 
fourth down. The punt team took 
the field and prepared to punt. 
The signal caller began barking 
cadence to the center to snap the 
ball to the punter. I yelled out 
“coach, where's the punter?” 
Coach yelled back, “He's stand-
ing next to us.” Before we could 
call time out, our center snapped 
the ball to no one. The opponent 
recovered the bouncing football.  

During one particularly diffi-
cult season, we were playing at 
Jackson. Our opening drive 
stalled inside the Jackson ten-
yard line. We were huddled with 

the defense on the sidelines giv-
ing them a fire up talk. We took a 
little too long. The referee sig-
naled to start the clock. Jackson 
was lined up ready to go without 
a Bluejay on the field. Their 
coaches yelled at them to run a 
play. The Jackson running back 
ran down the sidelines, uncon-
tested, toward the end zone. The 
Bluejay defense ran to an angle, 
onto the field in panicked pursuit. 
We tackled the Jackson player on 
our seven-yard line. The stands 
behind us were silent. I remember 
someone calling out “What kind 
of a bleeping football play was 
that?”  

Have fun watching football this 
fall and a memorable moment. 
SKOLL, Row The Boat, and GO 
Bluejays!! Go Panthers! Go Bull-
dogs!!

A football program full of extraordinary gentleman 
Bits and Pieces

by Dave Zika

Lady Jays begin 
‘25 tennis season

By ELI LUTGENS 
Publisher/Editor 

The Waseca Bluejays girls tennis 
team won its first match of the sea-
son, Thursday Aug. 14, 2025 in 
Waseca, 7-0 over the Austin Packers.  

The matches were not close. 
Across seven matches, the Lady 

Jays did not allow a set in more than 
half of the matches.  

“I was pleased with the way the 
girls played in the first match,” 
Waseca head coach Kyle Collins 
said. “ Everyone got off to some very 

good starts, especially in singles.  
Austin is a young team, and we will 
face some much stiffer competition 
this week.” 

Singles 
Vivian Mader defeated Yazmine 

Huerta, Austin, 6-0 , 6-0  
Ava Miller defeated Sophia 

Meyer, Austin, 6-0 , 6-0 
Pearl Moore defeated Gisele 

Hinks, Austin, 6-0 , 6-0 
Chloe Hagen defeated Paw Clay, 

Austin, 6-1 , 6-3 
 

Doubles 
Paige Dufault/Layla Keith de-

feated Kayla Ball/Isabelle Owens, 
Austin, 6-2 , 6-2  

Hannah Rugger/Anna Benson de-
feated Megan Grush/Lydia Masara, 
Austin, 6-1 , 6-0 

Madison Rasche/Lily Sanchez de-
feated Danica Helle/Eve Snater, Aus-
tin, 2-6 , 6-0 , 11-9   

Waseca (1-0) traveled to New 
Prague on Monday to play New 
Prague and Belle Plaine. 

Waseca Head caoch Kyle Collins patrols the courts, coaching. 
                                    Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

In 2nd singles, Waseca freshman Ava Miller defeated Austin’s 
Sophia Meyer, 6-0 and 6-0.                  Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

In 1st single, Waseca senior Vivian Mader defeated Austin’s 
Yazmine Huerta 6-0  and 6-0                Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

In 3rd singles, Waseca senior Chloe Hagen defeated Austin’s 
Paw Clay, Austin, 6-1 and 6-3.             Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

In 2nd doubles, Waseca’s Hannah Rugger and Anna Benson, 
pictured above, defeated Megan Grush/Lydia Masara, Austin, 6-
1 , 6-0.                                                    Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

In 3rd doubles Waseca’s Madison Rasche and Lily Sanchez 
(pictured above) defeated Danica Helle/Eve Snater, Austin, 2-6 , 
6-0, 11-9                                                 Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

In 1st doubles, Waseca senior Paige Dufault (pictured above) 
and Layla Keith defeated Austin’s Kayla Ball and Isabelle Owens, 
Austin, 6-2 and 6-2.                               Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

In 3rd doubles Waseca’s Madison Rasche (pictured above) and 
Lily Sanchez  defeated Danica Helle/Eve Snater, Austin, 2-6 , 6-
0, 11-9                                                    Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

 “I was pleased with the way the girls 
played in the first match.”         

                      — Head coach Kyle Collins
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Got news? 
507-837-6767

We are accepting 
applications for:

1 bedroom apartments
Income guidelines apply

Vouchers accepted

2 bedroom & 3 bedroom 
Rent based on income

Professionally managed by:

SUMMIT
ON SECOND

APARTMENTS
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL

507-201-3474

Johnson  
APARTMENTS 

507-456-9514 
Operating in 

Waseca, Steele, 
Freeborn  
Counties 

johnsonrents.com

Rick’s Appliance

Hours
M-F .... 7:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat ..... 7:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Sunday ................. Closed

Visit our new Showroom!
405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN

507-461-9615
Sales & Service

ricksappliancewaseca.com

MISCELLANEOUS

        

MISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUY

WANTED

Your ad here! 
Only $279 to reach a statewide audience of 

1.3 million readers!!!   612-332-8844

SAVE MONEY!
Call your local newspaper 

or MNA 612/332-8844
to fi nd out how you can save 

money by placing your 
advertisement here!

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 

up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 

prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 

Any condition. Easy three step 

process: Call, get cash off er and get 

paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 

calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

HUNTING LAND TO LEASE 
in Southern MN. Winona, Fillmore, 

Olmsted, Wabasha and Houston counties. 

507/861-0085. Please Respond ASAP. 

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for any-

one who struggles on the stairs, is 

concerned about a fall or wants to 

regain access to their entire home. 

Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just 

$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 

low price! Call today and get the latest 

iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime warranty.

Top-of-the-line installation and ser-

vice. Now featuring our FREE shower

package and $1,600 off  for a 

limited time! Call today! Financing 

available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 

assist the blind and visually 

impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 

vehicle pickup and secure a generous 

tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 

the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

GET DISH 
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 

Free install, free HD-DVR 

upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,

plus limited time up to $600 

In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

L E G A L  N O T I C E
STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF WASECA 
 

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
DISTRICT COURT 

PROBATE DIVISION 
Court File No.: 81-PR-25-548 

In Re: Estate of  
MARILYN A. SMITH, 

Deceased  
NOTICE OF INFORMAL PRO-

BATE OF WILL AND APPOINT-
MENT OF PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE 
 AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

——————————————
—————————— 
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS 
AND CREDITORS: 
Notice is hereby given that an 
amended application for informal 
probate of the above-named Dece-
dent’s Last Will dated December 29, 
2004 has been filed with the Probate 
Registrar, and the amended applica-
tion has been granted.   
 
Notice is also given that the Probate 
Registrar has informally appointed 
Mary C. Bosacker of 10627 Sherman 
Drive, Eden Prairie, MN 55347 and 

Gen A. Smith of 1120 3rd Street SE, 
Rochester, MN 55904 as personal 
representatives of the Estate of the 
Decedent. Any heir, devisee or other 
interested person may be entitled to 
appointment as personal representa-
tive, 
or may object to the appointment of 
the personal representative. Unless 
objections are filed pursuant to Minn. 
Stat. § 524.3-607, and the court 
otherwise orders, the personal repre-
sentative has full power to administer 
the Estate, including, after 30 days 
from the date of issuance of letters, 
the power to sell, encumber, lease or 
distribute real estate. 
 
Any objections to the probate of the 
Will, or to the appointment of the 
personal representative, must be filed 
with this court, and will be heard by 
the court after the filing of an appro-
priate 
petition and proper notice of hearing. 

 
Notice is also given that, subject to 
Minn. Stat. § 524.3-801, all creditors 
having claims against the Estate are 
required to present the claims to the 
personal representative or to the 
Court 
Administrator within four (4) months 
after the date of this Notice, or the 
claims will be barred.  
 
Dated: 08/08/25   

 /s/ Barb Stevensen              
Porbate Registrar 

/s/ Shannon Asselin                            
 Court Administrator 

    
Pro Se Personal Representative 
Mary C. Bosacker 
10627 Sherman Drive 
Eden Prairie, MN 55347 
 
(Published in the Waseca Pioneer 
on August 14 and August 21, 2025.) 

————•————

Public Hearing Notice 
The City of Waldorf has a Public 
Hearing Announcement for Sep-

tember 8, at 7:00 pm at the Waldorf 
Community Center to discuss 

amending Ordinance 87, to allow 
for fee changes by resolution. Also 
discussing adding a fee for non-reg-

istered animals.
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Lines of Credit  Equipment 
Loans  Farmer Mac

mybankfm.com
220 Elm Ave. E 
Waseca, MN 56093
507-571-3130

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

About 45 young Waseca area 
cheerleaders won national-level 
titles this past summer through 
the “Champion Force” program.  

According to coach Ashley 
Robbins, Champion Force has 
been active in Waseca–and the 
whole state of Minnesota–since 
2020.The Waseca program fea-
tures five “divisions.” Division 1 
includes athletes aged 4 through 
6; Division 2 is for seven- and 
eight-year-olds. Those aged 9 and 
above are in Division 3. Partici-
pants 7 and older who wish may 
also try out for Divisions 4 and 
5.4. 

Divisions 3, 4 and 5.4 attended 
the national tournament in Ohio 
in July after learning early in the 
year they had earned the needed 
number of points to take part, in-
cluding scoring well enough at 
state competition last fall. 

“They were excited, stressed, 
nervous and jittery,” describes 

Robbins. “Anyone would be.” 
She attributes the feelings to an-
ticipation, though, rather than 
worry. “They love going up on 
stage and showing off what 
they’ve learned. They’re really 
proud of what they’ve accom-
plished. 

“And they should be. 
“They’ve worked hard and they 

do their best.” 
The competition, she explains, 

consists of performing a 2.5 mi-
nute routine to music. The rou-
tines include synchronized 
movements and a wide variety of 
tumbling and gymnastics moves 
along with lifts and “flying”--
controlled drops from the hands 
or shoulders of other athletes. 

“This is genuinely hard work,” 
comments Robbins. “It takes 
strength and coordination.” 

Tumbling coach Michelle Fee-
ley explains she incorporates ele-
ments of humor and even 
silliness as she works with partic-
ipants to build their strength, 

stamina, and coordination. She 
divides them into teams for light-
hearted competition, she ex-
plains, to help them build a team 
approach, and to recognize how 
much they rely on each other. 

Sarah Kwasniewski brings her 
now 9-year-old daughter Paislee 
to Champion Force “because she 
loves it!” Paislee is in her fourth 
year. Sarah says she loves the in-
teraction with other participants, 
and appreciates the chance to use 
her gymnastics skills. 

Rebecca Hanson brings her 
daughter Adelynn, 11. Rebecca 
says she signed Adelynn up at 
age 5, and was glad to learn there 
was a program for someone so 
young. She says Adelynn enjoys 
the social interaction and shared 
tasks which make use of dance, 
stunting and cheerleading moves. 
“She really loves the coaches,” 
Rebecca adds. 

Both moms remember being on 
the sidelines during the Waseca 
performances at Nationals focus-

ing on safety: “Don’t fall. Don’t 
fall. Don’t fall.”  

Robbins remembers the energy, 
excitement and team commit-
ment she saw. “I knew it was 
going to go well,” she recalls. 
“The girls were ready, and they 
had done their absolute best to 
learn the routines well.” 

Waseca teams that competed at 
the national level included the 
Division 4 “Waseca Novas,” who 
took the championship of their 
level. Team members are Sophia 
Berg, Paislee Kwasniewski, Kin-
ley Morrissey, Aurora Malterer, 
Madelyn Holling, Elly Schroeder, 
Kendyl Priebe, Kiera Holmgreb, 
Brynlee Spies, Ashlynn Nowacki, 
and Cadence Britton. 

The “Waseca Glitz” Division 3 
team, which took second place, 
included Kylie Handshoe, Mylee 
Bubak, Regina Yezdi, Arianna 
Brown, Elaina Berg, Kenzie Con-
nors, Zoe Clement, Angel Bice, 
Rylee Kaiser, Elora Grannis, 
Emily Roeker, Kylie Lando, 

Brynlee Spies, Sarah Tegmeier, 
Kinley Grotberg, Cordelia 
Pearce, Kendyl Priebe, and Ada 
Prehn.  

Also taking second place in 
their competitive group were the 
Division 5.4 “Next Level Elite” 
team members. They include So-
phia Berg, Paislee Robbins, Pais-

lee Kwasniewski, Emily Harguth, 
Angelica Hernandez, Jordyn 
Hinna, Hadley Rodriguez, Ad-
dison Schmitz, Isabel Berg, Tae-
lyn Nowak, Kenzie Morrissey, 
Presley Holling, Lorelai Russell, 
Adelynn Hanson, and Amelia 
Ellis.  

Champion Force cheerleaders triumph

NEXT LEVEL - Waseca Division 5.4, Waseca Next Level Elite,  
won second place at nationals. Front row, from left to right,  
Sophia Berg, Paislee Robbins, Paislee Kwasniewski. Second 
row, Emily Harguth, Angelica Hernandez, Jordyn Hinna, Hadley 
Rodriguez, Addison Schmitz, Isabel Berg. Third row, Taelyn 
Nowak, Kenzie Morrissey, Presley Holling, Lorelai Russell, Ade-
lynn Hanson, Amelia Ellis.  

GLITZ AWARDED - Waseca Division 3, Waseca Glitz, won sec-
ond at nationals. Front row, left to right, Kylie Handshoe, Mylee 
Bubak, Regina Yezdi, Arianna Brown, Elaina Berg. Second row, 
Kenzie Connors, Zoe Clement, Angel Bice, Rylee Kaiser, Elora 
Grannis, Emily Roeker. Third row, Kylie Lando, Brynlee Spies, 
Sarah Tegmeier, Kinley Grotberg, Cordelia Pearce, Kendyl 
Priebe, Ada Prehn.  

CHAMPIONS - The Division 4 Waseca Novas won the national championship this past summer. Front row, kneeling left to right, So-
phia Berg, Paislee Kwasniewski. Second row, Kinley Morrissey, Coach Michelle Berg, Aurora Malterer, Madelyn Holling, Elly 
Schroeder.  Third row, Kendyl Priebe, Kiera Holmgren, Brynlee Spies, Ashlynn Nowacki, Cadence Britton, Coach Ashley Robbins  

The Southeast Regional Sustain-
able Development Partnership 
(Southeast RSDP) is seeking appli-
cants for membership on com-
munity-led regional board and 
work groups. 

Southeast RSDP is one of five re-
gional partnerships that connect 
local communities with University 
of Minnesota resources to support 
sustainable development and resil-
ience in Greater Minnesota. RSDP 
has four work groups: natural re-
sources, local food systems, resil-
ient communities and clean energy. 

Southeast RSDP’s board and 
work groups are composed of com-
munity volunteers from the region 
along with representation from 
University of Minnesota faculty 

and staff. Members work together 
to make recommendations about 
how to support community-driven 
projects that partner with the Uni-
versity of Minnesota. RSDP strives 
to reflect a diversity of backgrounds 
and perspectives among its board 
membership.  

Successful candidates for the 
Southeast RSDP work groups will: 
 Be committed to building resil-

ience in Southwest Minnesota com-
munities -- economically, 
environmentally, and socially 
 Contribute diverse back-

grounds, identities, experiences, 
and viewpoints 
 Operate with integrity in mak-

ing decisions 
 Embrace complexity and inno-

vation 
Southeast RSDP is currently 

seeking those with an interest in 
natural resources and sustainable 
agriculture and food systems.  
Among the knowledge areas we are 
especially interested in are farming 
and agriculture; water resource 
management; naturalists or wild 
areas/ecosystems; and climate and 
extreme weather readiness. 

Across our 16-county region,  we 
are specifically seeking applicants 
from the following counties: Fari-
bault, Blue Earth, Waseca, Steele, 
Houston, Winona, Fillmore, Mower 
as well as the Prairie Island Indian 
Community.   However, we will 
consider applications from all 
counties within our region. 

During their terms, board and 
work group members participate in 
in-person or virtual meetings (10 
for board members, 4 for work 
group members). Mileage compen-
sation and honoraria for meeting at-
tendance are available. 

To apply for a board position, 
please see z.umn/rsdpboard. 

To apply for work group posi-
tion, please see z.umn/rsdpwork-
groups. 

Applications are preferred by 
Monday, Sept 15 th for a start date 
of October 1st.  For questions, or to 
learn more, please contact Andi 
Sutton, Southeast RSDP Executive 
Director, at sutto364@umn.edu or 
(857) 928-4196.

Southeast RSDP seeks applicants for 
board and work group members

Assistant City Administrator 
Heather Christiansen said she’s 
learned a lot during her year and a 
half working with Martens. 

“He’s a fun guy,” Christiansen 
said. “A tech nerd. Very involved. 
Knowledgeable. As a boss, he’s 
definitely good with a budget, 
finding grants, helping the city im-
prove. He’s a great team leader, en-
couraging everyone to be the best 
they can be.” 

In a 2022 interview with the Star 
Eagle, Martens praised the com-
munity as receptive and “tight 
knit,” adding that residents tend to 
rally together for those in need and 
recognize each other when out and 
about. Martens wants people to 
know he and his family will con-
tinue to call New Richland home. 

■ Martens 
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I N  B R I E F
Diamond Art Book 
Marks New Richland 
Public Library  
Wednesday, Sept. 3 

Create Diamond Art Book 
Marks at the New Richland Public 
Library at 10:15 a.m. Wednesday, 
Sep. 3. Craft and Coffee, join us 
twice a month for Craft Wednes-
day. 

———————————— 
JAMBOYZ at  
Janesville Veterans  
Memorial Park  
Monday, Sept. 4 

Musical group JAMBOYZ will 
play at the Janesville Veterans Me-
morial Park from 5 to 7:30 p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 4. This event is part 
of the free “Songs in the Park” 
series. 

———————————— 

Third annual Ride to 
Remember at Hartland 
University Bar Sat-
urday, Sept. 6 

The third annual Ride to Re-
member will depart from Hartland 
University Bar around noon on 
Saturday, Sept. 6. There will be a 
list of bars to collect cards from, 
which bars visited is up to riders, 
best hand announced 7 p.m. 50/50 
raffle, silent auction and winning 
hand prizes. Proceeds donated to 
Flags for Vets. 

———————————— 
Sheriff’s Posse Wagon 
Train in Waseca Sept. 5, 
6, 7 

The Waseca County Sheriff’s 
Posse is hosting the statewide 
Posse Wagon Train for Youth from 
Sept. 5 to 7. 

bag was and asked to search it, 
their response was only “It’s full 
of rocks.”  

“Then they returned the bag and 
Carter brought the rocks home,” 
said the speaker. 

Another surprise for team 
members was the spongy nature of 
the tundra where Nome is built. 
Comparing the surface to a tram-
poline, team members mentioned 
how uneven it is, with low spots 
large enough to have scrub trees 
growing in them and leaving only 
a small portion of the plant show-
ing above ground. 

The structure they worked on 
uses numerous adjustable leveling 
jacks for its base, since the motion 
of the tundra would break it apart 
if it were built directly on the 
ground. The unstable surface is 
also the reason Nome’s streets are 
gravel rather than being paved. 

One team member stated, “I 
couldn’t believe how much Patty 
knows about every part of the 
KICY mission.”  Others went on 
to observe that, in addition to run-
ning the radio station, she was well 
informed about the construction 
project and the needed tasks. 

“It was definitely a blessing to 
be there,” observed one team 
member. 

“We made our mark,” com-
mented Coglan, elaborating that 
the 12 members of the Waseca 
team had completed a wide variety 
of tasks and contributed signifi-
cant progress to the construction 
project. Other teams are there 
working and will be until the 
building is fully complete. 

Real Life Covenant Church will 
be hosting a salmon dinner the 
evening of Wednesday, Oct. 8. 
KICY station manager Burchell 
will be there to share information 
about KICY and its work, and will 
be supplying the salmon. All inter-
ested members of the public are 
invited to attend; the meal will be 
served on a free-will basis. 

■ Mission 
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