
By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

“We want to bring back good memories of what 
downtown Waseca used to be like,” observes 
Woodville Cemetery maintenance supervisor Cap 
Peterson. “We want to get people out there so they 
can see how beautiful, how peaceful a place it is.” 

Peterson is speaking of a walking tour of Wood-
ville Cemetery scheduled to take place the after-
noon of Saturday, Oct. 6.  There is no charge to 
participate. Interested individuals and groups are 
asked to visit the Dennis Steffel Omtvedt (DSO) 
Facebook page, where they can sign up for their 
chosen time slot.  

Participants are asked to put their cars in the 
parking lot of the DSO funeral chapel located at 
109 Third Street NE in Waseca. There they will 
board a bus to be transported to the Woodville 
Cemetery, located along Fifth Avenue NW. 

The cemetery will be closed to vehicle traffic 
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DSO, WCHS  
and Woodville 

help plan venture

By ELI LUTGENS 
Publisher 

Waseca Homecoming week 2024 
concluded last Friday after a week 
full of activities, themed dress up 
days, coronation, and parades came 
to a close The excitement concluded 
with a 38-21 win over Jordan on Fri-
day evening.  

The anticipation kicked off with a 
pep fest for all fall sports held the 
Friday before homecoming, Sept. 20. 
Also leading into the week was the 
Bluejay Boosters’ breakfast at the 
American Legion. 

“Dress-up” days, activities and 
games were scheduled all week long. 

A major highlight was coronation 
on Thursday evening, when Ben 

Hagen, son of Brad and Allyson 
Hagen, and Sophie Chanra, daughter 
of Izzy Chawra and Rebecca Thomp-
son, were crowned King and Queen.  

The school-day excitement came 
to a close on Friday afternoon with a 
parade featuring more than two 
dozen units, followed by Friday 
evening’s triumphant game. 

Serving as emcees during Thurs-
day night’s program were Ashton 
Jenzen and Jennifer Hernandez-
Verde 

Prior to the crowning of the king 
and queen, Waseca’s foreign ex-
change student was honored.   

2024 Waseca High School Homecoming royalty: (front, from left) Mia Kanewischer, Addison Pfeifer, Kendall Bowers, Lucia 
Mansfield, Queen Sophie Chanra and Lexi Kanewischer. Back: Carson Ohnstad, Damarius Russell, King Ben Hagen, Tauston 
Rupe, Braydon Hoof, and Joseph Mixteco-Perez.                                                                                                    Photo by Alyssa Bowers

Waseca’s 2024 Homecoming King and Queen, Ben Hagen and 
Sophie Chanra.

Homecoming Victory
WHS celebrates September 20-27

Week highlighted 
by coronation, win

Waseca continued on 4

A walk through time
Woodville cemetery tour set for Sunday

Representatives of Dennis Steffel Omtvedt Funeral and Cremation Services, the 
Waseca County Historical Society, and Woodville Cemetery near the recently installed 
sign identifying Woodville's  "Potter's Field," an area in cemeteries where unknown 
persons or those who could not afford a gravesite were commonly buried. The new 
sign was made possible by donations given during last year's cemetery tour. 
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By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

John Clemons died last week 
at the age of 66 after an emer-
gency hospitalization for cardiac 
arrest. Clemons had spent more 
than 30 years as an elected offi-
cial for the city of Waseca, in-
cluding serving as mayor  from 
1995 to 2000 and again from 
2015 to 2017. 

“You always knew where he 
stood,” recalls Al Rose, whose 
leadership as a Waseca City 
Council member coincided with 
Clemons’. “He and I didn’t al-
ways agree; in fact, there were 
times we bumped heads pretty 
hard. But he was always willing 
to agree to disagree and still be 
friendly. 

“He had a good heart, and you 
always knew it was in the right 
place.” 

“He was a good man who died 
too young,” observes Roy Srp, 
who was a council member and 
mayor across the same 30 years. 
In fact, Srp credits his entry into 
public leadership to Clemons. 
After both of them had been 
caught in a “traffic jam” caused 
by a train, Srp says Clemons 
asked him “What are we going 
to do about this problem?” Then 
suggested an answer to his own 
question: “You could run for city 
council and help find a solu-
tion.” 

Srp says, after some thought, 
he decided he would give it a try 
and, “Lo and behold, I won!” 

“The longer I knew him, the 
more I realized he had a genuine 
love, care and affection for the 
people of Waseca. He was al-
ways acting in what he per-
ceived to be their best interest.” 

Srp, who was a longtime em-
ployee of the railroad, was im-
pressed with the diplomacy and 
positivity Clemons always 
brought to meetings and discus-
sions. Srp remembers some 
complex exchanges with DM&E 
Railroad, which, at the time, 
wanted to work with cities along 
its route regarding a large con-
tract to haul coal. “John believed 
community partnerships with the 
train company were the best ap-
proach; he negotiated the terms 
positively and was the first 
mayor along the route to sign 
on.” 

Srp mentions railroad leader-
ship at the time praised Clemons 
for his willingness to communi-
cate and seek mutually accept-
able solutions. 

Another instance where Cle-
mons was “the voice of Waseca” 
occurred when 12-year-old Cally 
Jo Larson was found murdered 
in her home. The community ex-
perienced pressure and interest 
from national-level media re-
garding the crime until months 
later, some of her possessions 
were found among the items re-
covered during a burglary inves-
tigation and the burglar 
confessed. 

Former 
Waseca 
mayor dies

Tour continued on 4

John Clemons, Roy Srp 
stand together after their 
final city council meeting 
served together in 2022.  

Photo by Eli Lutgens

Clemons continued on 4

Where there is no 
guidance, a people 
falls, but in an abun-
dance of counselors 
there is safety. 

Proverbs 11:14

A word from 
The Word

Waseca annual Beers 
and Brats night 3:30 to 
7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Oct. 3 

Every bar in Waseca will host 
Beers and Brats night from 3:30-
7:30 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 3.  
There will be brats, hotdogs with 
all the fixings, chips and drinks 
available for purchase. 

———————————— 
Free Salmon Dinner  
fundraiser 6 p.m.  
Friday, Oct. 4 at Real 
Life Covenant Church 

The Real Life Covenant 
Church is offering a free-will sal-
mon dinner fundraiser beginning 
at 6 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 4. The 
salmon is coming directly from 
Alaska. Real Life is located at 
620 Elm Avenue West in Waseca. 
More information is available at 
pastor@reallifecov.com. 

———————————— 
Autumn Acres Farm 
Fall Festival at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 5 

The Autumn Acres Farm near 
Janesville will host its Family 
Fun Fall Festival starting at 10 
a.m., Saturday, Oct. 5. Live 
music all day from bands Family 
Tradition or In a Bind. Carica-
tures, face painting, logging 
camp, pet and feed goats, kids’ 
scavenger hunt, vendors, wagon 
rides, corn pits, corn maze, pick-
your-own pumpkins plus more 
games and activities. Located 
35482 W. County Line Road, Ja-
nesville. 

———————————— 
Jack Backbone and TJ 
Brown at Indian  
Island Winery 5:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Sat., Oct. 5 

The Indian Island Winery will 
host live music by Jack Back-
bone and TJ Brown from 5:30-
8:30 p.m. Saturday, October 5. 
They play acoustic Americana 
blues, rock and country. Dinner 
and cocktails will be available. 

———————————— 
Pleasant Grove Pizza 
Farm will host Flavor 
of Fall Festival 4 to 8 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 5 

The Pleasant Grove Pizza 
Farm will host its Flavor of Fall 
Festival from 4-8 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 5 and Sunday Oct. 6 from 1-
7 p.m. Both days will include 
live music, fall flavored beers 
and wines, face painting, wagon 
rides and apple cider bar. Pork 
carnitas, homemade verde sauce, 
tomatillos from the garden, pick-
led red onions, cilantro and Can-
nonbelles cheese. 

———————————— 
Benefit breakfast for 
the family of Kialyn 
Quillen at Waseca 
American Legion Sun-
day, October 6 

A benefit for the surviving 
family of Kailyn Quillen will 
take place at the American Le-
gion from 7:30 a.m -12:30 p.m. 
on Sunday, Oct 6. It will be $10 
per plate and will have pancakes, 
scrambled eggs, sausage, juice 
and coffee. 

———————————— 
Woodville Cemetery 
Tour Sunday, Oct. 6 

Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt Fu-
neral and Cremation Service is 
planning a walking tour of 
Woodville Cemetery for the af-
ternoon of Sunday, October 6.  



I’ve just gotten over a cold. The 
month of September was incredibly 
busy. School has started, sports have 
begun and fall allergies have ar-
rived.  

A few weeks ago I had the pleas-
ure of speaking with Kirsten 
Sommers along with coach Brad 
Wendland. I’ve said it before and I’ll 
say it again, sports are an incredible 
opportunity to teach and nurture 
kids.  

The Waseca football program 
does an incredible job with their 
players. I’ve been very impressed 
with Coach Wendland. I’m grateful 
he took time to speak with me this 
past week about Brian Sommers and 
the story behind the evening ar-
ranged in his honor. 

This week we lost John Clemons. 
My interactions with him were gen-
uine and kind. He will be missed.  

September represents a new start, 
not only for schools, but also the 
Minnesota Newspaper Association 
(MNA). Each year as fall begins, 
MNA accepts nominations for 
newspapers, writers and special 
awards for member publications. 
This means going through each 
edition and submitting our best en-
tries.  

I entered my weekly column for 
consideration again this year. The 
process involves submitting three 
columns written between Sept. 1, 
2023 and Aug. 31, 2024. Part of sub-
mission rules suggests columns 
should have some sort of theme, im-
pact or community relevance. 
Reading that, I questioned whether 
my columns would fit the very 
broad criteria.  

Looking back at each of my col-
umns, though, I was rather stunned 
to find the overwhelming theme I 
wrote about in 2023-24 was loss. 

Loss of loved ones. 
Loss of beloved organizations.  

Loss of time.  
The three columns I entered for 

consideration were about the loved 
ones we lost this past year, the loss 
of my local church, and finally, the 
column from our anniversary 

edition.  
The final column doesn’t nec-

essarily have to do with loss, but I 
felt like I shared good stories and a 
strong message from the newspaper.  

The final lesson I took away from 
looking at every edition from the 
past year: we’ve grown as a news-
paper. I personally feel I have grown 
as a writer, the newspaper in page 
count and quality. Stacey Schroeder 
told me during the Waseca Mayoral 
Debate on Tuesday, “It’s been nice 
to see your paper grow up.”  

Thank you, for your kind words.  

An overarching theme this year

Well, it’s finally October and ac-
cording to the little notebook I use as 
a planner (and something to take lit-
tle notes in), I have been both in-
credibly busy and doing almost 
nothing this past month.  

Take this past weekend. It felt like 
I was always doing something. I am 
both physically and mentally ex-
hausted as if I was–but in reality, I 
got nothing done. On Saturday, I ran 
a 5K for the Minnesota Daily bright 
and early in the morning and I was 
quickly reminded why I choose not 
to run ever, let alone while being 
timed in the midst of a crowd of 
people. The only other time I choose 
to run is the Turkey Trot 5k every 
year, with the occasional exception 
of the Clover Dash in the spring. 
Whenever I run a 5k, I take advan-
tage of my youthful body and decide 
training is not necessary–after all, 
I’m busy doing other things (and 
more voluntary running? No thank 
you). Even without training, I man-
age to average around 35 minutes in 
my races, which personally, I don’t 

think is too bad. A runner will laugh 
and tell me otherwise, but I won’t 
listen.  

After the 5k, I went to the Minne-
apolis Cider Company for the first 
time — now that I am offically of 
age — for its October Fest. I dom-
inated in some pickleball games and 
then watched as my boyfriend dom-
inated in the apple bobbing contest, 
twice. I don’t know why they let him 
do it again the second time, but I 
guess watching him fully commit to 
the bit and putting his entire head in 
the bucket of water was pretty hilar-
ious. He even convinced us to do it 
with him the second time; by the end 

of it all, we were all soaking wet be-
cause that’s the only way to win.  

Anyway, it was a lot of fun and I 
see now why people like going to 
distilleries or breweries just to hang 
out, talk and play games.  

After that, I had to rush home to 
dry off and get ready for a get-to-
gether my roommates and I were 
hosting to show off our new apart-
ment and celebrate making it through 
the first couple weeks of school. It 
was a lot of fun and an interesting 
time. There was one point when I 
was talking to someone, then turned 
around to find about fifteen very 
large men standing in our apartment. 

Turns out one of our friends who is 
on the Gopher Rugby team had in-
vited the team and most of them 
showed up, thinking it was our 
friend’s party. It was not, so a few of 
them were surprised at showing up to 
a different apartment, but they de-
cided to stay and have fun. We gave 
our friend crap for it, but he deserved 
it.  

On top of all this, I have had an 
eye infection for the past month and 
have not been able to wear my con-
tacts (which I usually live in as I 
don’t really like wearing my glasses). 
I finally went to the doctor and got 
medicine to fix it, but that comes 
with time, so I still have to wear my 
lovely, lovely glasses. I will tell you, 
running a 5k in glasses was not fun. 
Nor is playing pickleball. But I guess 
those are only first-world problems, 
so I will stop complaining.  

My Determination: “I want a dry-
erase board so I can write down all 
my private thoughts and then erase 
them immediately.” - Tina Belcher, 
Bob’s Burgers

On top of everything I have to wear glasses

Seize the day. 
This is going to sound morbid, but 

every now and then as I am about to 
leave my house, either just for a few 
hours or perhaps a few days, I look 
around and realize, this might be the 
last time I am here.  

We genuinely never know what 
will happen to us between the time 
we close our door behind us and the 
time we intend to open it again. This 
issue, and really every issue of the 
newspaper provides proof of that. 

Each life is its own puzzle, and I 
believe that, when all the pieces are 
in place, we are meant to move on. 
That journey, I believe profoundly, 
will lead to a place which does not 
have the kinds of troubles we face in 
the here and now. 

But knowing we could take that 
journey at any moment should keep 
us on our toes. It should prevent us 
from taking anything for granted. 

Our relationships with others are 
the most important example, I be-
lieve. Have we been fair? Have we 
conveyed our love? Have we for-
given, even if “forgetting” is out of 
the question? Of course we have not 
been perfect, but have we at least 
recognized our mistakes or over-
sights and, when possible, taken 
steps to rectify them? 

Have we been fair to ourselves? 
Some of us are awfully judgmental 
when it comes to our own actions 
and choices. Others of us are maybe 
a bit too easy on ourselves. Is either 
of this true for you, as you leave the 
house for what might be the last 

time? 
Of course we don’t all want or 

enjoy the same things, but have we 
recognized where we want to be, 
what we want from life and from 
ourselves, and have we worked to-
ward acquiring it? Have we been un-
derstanding of our failures or 
oversights, but firm about coping 
with them? 

We are fortunate to have been 
placed on a planet of beautiful and 
amazing diversity. Have we regarded 
it with the reverence it deserves? 
Have we recognized our place in the 
planetary ecosystem and responded 
appropriately? 

Yet again, these questions are not 
meant to lead to reprimand or praise. 
They are simply so fundamental to 
who we are and what we do that they 
deserve consistent attention–rather 
like being certain to get the oil 
changed in our cars.  

It is easy to be caught up in the day 
to day flow of events–to go places, 
perform tasks and continue forward 
without stopping to examine why. 
But really, “why” should be at the 
center. Let me offer my work for the 

newspaper as an example. 
Naturally, I am paid for what I do, 

but as a still-licensed teacher, I could 
earn extra cash in quite a few other 
ways without returning to a class-
room full time. So why do I devote 
so much time and effort toward 
something I don’t “have to” do? 

My “why” in this case is twofold. 
The community deserves to have its 
news shared and its history recorded. 
The people who are making the news 
also deserve the recognition. I am 
trained and skilled in the tasks of 
gathering and writing the news, and 
so am a logical choice to do the 
recording and recognizing. 

I also find it rewarding. I’ve men-
tioned before that it’s a privilege to 
meet and interact with the people and 
organizations of our communities. 
My three-hour conversation with 
Lori Pommerenke the other day is an 
excellent example. Lori and I gradu-
ated high school the same year–
1977. It felt good to touch base 
again, and I was filled with admira-
tion for Lori’s commitment to handle 
her parents’ estate responsibly. 

A typical interview lasts 45 mi-

nutes or so, but Lori’s story and ex-
periences were so engaging, I only 
realized how much time had passed 
as we had finished up and I was driv-
ing away. Writing the story was a 
pleasure for me, will help people un-
derstand why her sale is structured as 
it is, and will help complete her 
“complicated journey.” 

My “whys” are satisfied; my time 
was well spent. 

So my message about “seize the 
day” is not about grabbing all the 
gusto or winning all the contests. It 
is one about reflection, appreciation, 
and fulfillment. 

If you find yourself wondering 
about ways you can find these things, 
I have some offerings. Go for a walk, 
promising yourself to “stay in the 
moment” as you take your steps. 
Read some poetry. Give some vol-
unteer time to a cause you have al-
ways felt is a good one. Do 
something nice for someone you 
haven’t communicated with in a 
while. Accomplish a task you have 
been putting off. Go inside an empty 
church and say a prayer. Write a 
letter to yourself and mark it for “de-
livery” at a later date. Create a day-
long challenge for yourself: can you 
go all day without saying something 
mean, without eating any chocolate, 
or without breaking a traffic law? 

All these are simple ideas to “keep 
you on your toes.” If you see me later 
this week, ask me how I did on my 
in-the-moment challenge, and be 
prepared to have me ask you how 
you did on yours. 

It’s easy to be caught up in the day

by Deb Bently
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Compostings
by Al Batt

Why is bad music played 
louder than good music?

ECHOES FROM THE 
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING 

  What’s wrong? 
  My doctor wants me to have 

elective surgery. 
  Well, don’t worry, you have my 

vote. 
DRIVING BY BRUCE'S 

DRIVE 
  I have a wonderful neighbor 

named Bruce. Deep thoughts occur 
as I drive past his drive. I called a 
company with a question. I got the 
hold department. That department 
did its job and put me on hold. 
They didn’t care for phone conver-
sations. With that frustration as 
fuel, I opened the garage door and 
raised a moistened forefinger to 
determine which direction the 
wind was blowing. I wasn’t far 
down the road before I encoun-
tered a situation that doesn’t make 
many feel fallstalgic. This is the 
time of the year when a driver 
could spend time following a farm 
combine moseying down the road 
on a field tour. When this happens 
to me, I try to make a weather pre-
diction (The next few days will 
bring weather) and to think of the 
name of a Kardashian (Not one of 
them is named Kerfuffle). I tried to 
decide what my favorite song and 
my favorite movie were. I tried to 
identify the make of a car without 
seeing its name. ￼The combine 
slowed my pace. Not a bad thing. 

  I didn’t get my knickers in a 
twist. I’d left early, so I had no rea-
son for hurrying. I wasn’t in search 
of a rare uneaten ear of sweetcorn. 

  I stopped and talked to Mrs. 
Johnson. She said her doctor had 
told her she should watch what she 
eats. She knew it was good advice, 
but she didn’t like what the doctor 
wanted her to watch. A nurse had 
asked her if she had a living will. 
She did. Will is her second oldest 
boy and lives in Topeka 

  I took my car in for servicing 
and received some good news. The 
floor mats still had some life in 
them and didn’t need replacement. 
It was a ray of sunshine. 

IN LOCAL NEWS 
  Shhh! The Walls Have Beers 

liquor store opens. 
  The Parallel Line Club never 

meets. 
  Local poet laureate retires for 

no rhyme or reason. 
  Waldo starts a GoFindMe page. 
  Sweater shop hires a used car-

digan salesperson. 
I’VE LEARNED 

  I’m never sure which side the 
cellphone goes in a formal place 
setting.  

  Not every plastic lid is meant 
to fit something. 

  Whatever the mind can con-
ceive and believe, it can achieve as 

long as it rhymes with conceive or 
believe. 

  A car park means a lot. 
I WONDER 

  Did the brain name itself? 
  Why haven’t I heard anyone 

mispronounce “Pinocchio”? 
  Why don’t people with good 

tastes in music play it loud in a car 
with the windows down? 

  Are there conspiracy theories 
about other planets being flat? 

  Did the guy who invented the 
snooze button ever invent anything 
else or did he never again get up 
early enough to invent anything 
else? 

NATURE NOTES 
  Having a bird feeder is like 

having a backstage pass. I watched 
mourning doves drink at the bird-
bath. Pigeons and doves suck up 
water like a horse and both males 
and females produce pigeon milk 
in their crops, which they feed to 
their young. Europeans introduced 
rock pigeons to North America in 
the early 1600s. 

  I watched pelicans herd fish 
into the shallows for easy eating. It 
ended in a fierce feeding frenzy. It 
was an incredible fish drive, simi-
lar to but wetter than the cattle 
drives Rowdy Yates participated in 
as the ramrod of the crew that 
drove bovines on the Sedalia Trail 
in the TV series “Rawhide.” 
Rowdy, played by Clint Eastwood, 
worked under trail boss Gil Favor. 
They moved cattle from San Anto-
nio, Texas, to Sedalia, Kansas, 
while being prodded along by 
Frankie Laine’s voice singing, 
“Move 'em out, head 'em up, Raw-
hide.” The pelicans worked with-
out music. 

  Moles rarely come to the sur-
face where owls, hawks, weasels 
or snakes might get them. Because 
of their musky odor, moles are un-
palatable to some predators, but 
raccoons, coyotes, foxes and 
skunks dig them out. Domestic 
dogs and cats kill moles but rarely 
eat them. A mole eats earthworms, 
Japanese beetle grubs, cutworms 
and more. 

  Where did “naked as a jaybird” 
come from? It has an uncertain 
origin. The expression from the 
1800s was naked as a fledgling 
jaybird, naked as a fledgling robin 
or naked as a fledgling. At some 
point, people dropped the word 
"fledgling" from the idiom. In the 
1920s, J-bird was an abbreviation 
of the word jailbird. Before giving 
them uniforms, jail authorities 
stripped new inmates naked and 
disinfected them. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 
  “Life is short. Be swift to love! 

Make haste to be kind!”—Henri 
Frederic Amiel.
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By ELI LUTGENS 
Publisher/Editor 

NRHEG Homecoming week 2024 
concluded last week with a week full 
of activities, themed dress up days, 
coronation, and parades coming to a 
close Friday. 

Tuesday evening, Harbor Crom-
well alongside Mallory Schlinger, 
daughter were crowned King and 
Queen.  

Serving as the night’s Emcee’s 
were Adalyn Staheim and Chloe 
Reiwer.  

Together the homecoming candi-
dates were introduced, along with a 
list of their activities, which will fol-
low at the end of this article. 

Students’ week was busy with var-
ious observances including a trip to 
Ellendale for the parade route on Fri-
day. The homecoming court also 
helped serve lunch to elementary stu-
dents. Dress-up themes included: 
“Country vs Country Club,” “Tacky 
Tourist Day/Hawaiian,” “PJ Day,” 
“Color Wars,” and of course, “Pan-
ther Spirit Day.”  

Parades concluded the afternoon 
activities Friday. The football team 
played and dominated in a 43-8 win 
over Medford, which was followed 
by a student dance. 

Parade, football  
win highlights week

Happy Homecoming
NRHEG celebrates September 22-28

NRHEG continued on 6

NRHEG Royalty from left: Violet Elise Aronson, Jase Knudson, Hannah Brunsen, Tayla Sandry, Alden Dobberstein, King Harbor 
Cromwell, Prince Beckett Budach, Jayden Fleming, Queen Mallory Schlinger, Princess Leni Routh, Cole Hutchens, Sierra Misgen, 
Owen Bartlett and Lia Johannsen.                                                    Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

Above, the NRHEG 2024 Homecoming parade.              
     Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

     NEW RICHLAND
      CITY COUNCIL

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

During their Sept. 23 meeting, 
members of the New Richland 
city council set their preliminary 
adjusted 2025 tax levy at 
$758,166, an amount almost 
$106,000 higher than in 2024, or 
about 16.2 percent. 

City Administrator Anthony 
Marten predicted that, once ac-
tual numbers for staff insurance 
are available rather than the es-
timates used to determine pre-
liminary amounts, the city’s levy 
increase will be no more than 
12%. He told council members 
he estimates high to assure his 
plans will cover the final figures.  

“But,” said Martens, “every-
thing is costing more right now. 
Gas for city vehicles is higher, 
wages are higher, chemicals for 
the waste treatment plant are 
higher. Maintenance for the city 
streets is higher. New equipment 
is costing more, everything is 
going up.” Council members 
raised a few possibilities for in-
creasing non-levy income, in-
cluding re-examining fees 
charged for ambulance calls. 
After discussion, however, 
council members approved the 
preliminary budget with a vote 
of 3 for and 1 against. 

Pam Krill is the Workforce 
Development Coordinator for 
NRHEG schools, hired by the 
South Central Service Cooper-
ative to help local students ex-
plore employment opportunities 
as they prepare to leave school. 
From a small town herself, Krill 
says she wants to help New 
Richland grow. Of last year’s 
graduates, Krill reported 22 
went directly into the workforce. 
Krill told council members she 

Council 
sets 16.2%  
preliminary 
tax levy 
increase

Daniel J.
Johnson
���������	
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Our Services
• Tax Planning & Return Preparation Services
• Estate and Trust Planning & Tax Preparation
• Financial Planning
• Accounting Services
• Bookkeeping
• Payroll Services

Hours: 
Mon - Thu

8 am - 4 pm
Fri

8 am - 12 pm

115 North State Street, 
Waseca, MN 56093
(507) 201-2484   

I’m Daniel J. Johnson. For the past 
13 years, I’ve proudly served our 
community by o昀ering personal-
ized accounting services for you 
and your small business. From 

tax preparation and bookkeeping 
to 昀nancial planning, I’m here to 
provide you with professional, 

trustworthy, and reliable assistance. 
Let’s work together and make your 

昀nancial dreams a reality!

gregwilmesroofing.net
gregwilmesroofing@gmail.com

(507) 202-7070

Commercial • Residential • New Construction • Remodeling

GREG WILMES
EXTERIORS

 ⧈ Shingles, Steel, Rubber Roofing
 ⧈ Vinyl, Steel, & Cement Board Siding
 ⧈ Windows & Doors: Insulation, Sheetrock
 ⧈ All Flooring: Concrete, Patios, Decks
 ⧈ Seamless Gutters & Gutter Protection Systems
 ⧈ CertainTeed® Claims Specialist

Greg Wilmes Exteriors LLC • Building Contractor #BC793885

“Footings
to Finish”

Council continued on 6

House of Rep. seat 19B  
debate 7 to 8 p.m.  
Tuesday October 8 

Edel Fernandez and Tom Sex-
ton, both running for open Min-
nesota House of Representatives 
seat 19B, will face off in a de-
bate from 7 to 8 p.m. Oct. 8 at 
the Waseca High School Per-
forming Arts Center. Sponsored 
by the Waseca Area Chamber of 
Commerce, this debate is free 
and open to the public. 

———————————— 
Angel Val at Indian  
Island Winery 6 to 8:30 
p.m. Friday, Oct. 11 

The Indian Island Winery will 
host Angel Val from 6-8:30 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 11. Angel grew up 
listening to her mom sing in an 
80s rock band. She mixes rock 
and country music. She has been 
playing guitar since Jr. High. 

———————————— 
Date Night on the 
Farm at Autumn Acres 
6 p.m. Friday, Oct. 11 

Autumn Acres Farm will host 
Date Night on the Farm at 6 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 11. This is a couples 
event, hayride, community bon-
fires, music and lighting, pulled 
pork sandwiches, hot cider or 
cocoa. $80 per ticket and will in-
clude two pumpkins, two logo 
mason jars and photo ops. 

———————————— 
Christ the King Baked 
Potato Bar Friday  
October 11 from 11 
a.m. until 1 p.m. 

Christ the King Lutheran 
Church, Women of the Word 
(WOW), will be holding a Baked 
Potato Bar luncheon with all of 
the delicious toppings--plus des-
sert, on Friday, October 11, from 
11 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., at 309 6th 
St. NE, in Waseca. Cost is 
$8/person. Proceeds will go to 
Missions.  A drawing will be held 
for a mission quilt that has been 
donated by the CtK Quilters.  
Supplemental funds provided by 
Thrivent.  All are welcome! 

———————————— 
Family Tradition at 
Waseca American  
Legion 7:30 to 11:30 
p.m. Friday, Oct 11 

The Waseca American Legion 
will host the band Family Tradi-
tion from 7:30-11:30 p.m. Fri-
day, Oct. 11. This family trio 
performs both old and new hit 
country music. 

———————————— 
Farmamerica Fall  
Festival from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Sat., Oct. 12 

Farmamerica’s Fall Festival 
will be from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, October 12 at the Far-
mamerica grounds. There will be 
tram rides to view historic sites, 
a corn maze, concessions, 
bounce houses, puppies and 
farm animals. There is a $7 en-
trance fee, members get in free.  

———————————— 
Pub & Grub Comedy 
Tour at Starfire Event 
Center 7 p.m., Oct. 12 

Andrew Wegleitner will be 
performing his comedy show be-
ginning at 7 p.m. Saturday, Oc-
tober 12, at the Starfire Event 
Center in Waseca. Also perform-
ing will be Dave Kousgaard. 
Ticket info is available at 
www.BarComicTix.com 

———————————— 

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

“Money doesn’t make us happy,” 
declares Brad Connors. “Purpose 
does.” 

Connors, 50, is at the helm of 
Waseca-based iWealth, a company 
which offers guidance on invest-
ments, insurance, and finance. 

After graduating from Waterville-
Elysian-Morristown in the late 
1980s and going on to attend techni-
cal college, he returned to the 
Waseca area and began his work as 
an insurance and investment advisor 
in 1994; the company is celebrating 
its thirtieth anniversary this year 

“I’ve always been independent, 
but for those first few years I was lo-
cated inside other businesses,” he 

explains, mentioning that for a time, 
his early one-man office was inside 
what was then First National Bank. 

For about the past 10 years, 
iWealth–whose name was devised 
before Apple electronics began its 
line of “i” products–has been housed 
along Fifteenth Avenue NE in 
Waseca. The business opened an of-
fice in Bloomington in 2020 and has 
acquired online representatives in 
California and Oregon.  

A ribbon-cutting event this month 
celebrated its newest acquisition, the 
financial services office in Mankato 
owned by Gary Guentzel. Adding 
Guentzel and his staff, Connors says, 

iWealth expands, 
celebrates 30 years 

Waseca based iWealth recently expanded into Mankato, taking on the former EFS investment 
firm operated by Gary Guentzel. Thanks to the merger, iWealth now has 16 team members. iWealth continued on 6
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John Clemons 
JOHN MARTIN CLEMONS, 

age 66, of Mankato, died on Sep-
tember 25, 2024, at the St. Mary 
Campus of Mayo Clinic in Roch-
ester. 

Born on September 13, 1958, in 
Waseca, he was the eighth of ten 
children of Lawrence and Leta 
(Root) Clemons. John was raised 
in Waseca and graduated from 
Waseca High School in 1977. On 
April 25, 1980, John was united in 
marriage to Mary Morrill at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in Waseca. 
Together they made their home in 
Waseca and welcomed their son, 
Alexander, in 1988. In 2022, John 
and Mary moved to Mankato. 

John worked at Corchran’s in 
Waseca before starting a career at 
Brown Printing. During his time 
there, he attended Mankato State 
University, receiving Bachelor of 
Science degrees in Business Ad-
ministration Management and In-
dustrial Relations, and a minor in 
Economics. In 2014, he joined 
Bosch in Owatonna, followed by 
Johnson Outdoors in Mankato. 
Just for fun, he worked part time at 
Menards. 

John loved the community that 
raised him and was always looking 
for ways to give back. He began 
his life in government in the Police 
Reserve, later being elected to the 
City Council and serving three 
terms as Mayor of Waseca. He 
gave back to his church as a reli-
gious education teacher and was a 
substitute teacher for many years 
in Waseca and St. Clair. 

John enjoyed going on road 
trips, exploring farmers markets, 
hiking, gardening, reading, and 
most of all, being a great husband 
and father. 

John is survived by his loving 
wife of 44 years, Mary; son, Alex-
ander (MaKenzie) of Urbandale, 
IA; siblings: Deb (Terry) Roem-
hildt, Susan Clemons, Jane Cle-
mons, Carol (Jim) Hanson, Kevin 
(Keri) Clemons, Paul (Julie) Cle-
mons, Gale (Jim Peterson) Cle-
mons, and Ellen (Cliff) Canavin; 
mother-in-law, Sandra Morrill, 
brother-in-law Jon (Diny) Morrill, 
sister-in-law Meleah (Art Schee-
vel) Huxford, Todd Huxford; many 
nieces, nephews, cousins, rel-
atives, and friends. 

He is preceded in death by his 
parents; brother, Lee; father-in-
law, Frank “Buzz” Morrill. 

Mass of Christian Burial will be 
11:00 AM on Thursday, October 3, 
2024, at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church in Waseca with Fr. Glenn 
Frerichs as Celebrant. Interment 
will be at a later date. Visitation 
will begin at 9:00 AM on Thursday 
and continue until the time of the 
service at the church.   
dsofuneral.com 

 

John Clemons

O B I T U A R I E S

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610

teschservice@mediacombb.net

Tesch Service Center
Family-Owned Automotive Repair 
• wheel alignments
• brake services
• suspension repairs
• towing & more!
Call us today! Your Trusted Local Law O�ces for Over 50 Years

www.phblawo�ce.com

Waseca Of昀ce
215 Elm Ave E
Waseca, MN 
507-835-5240
888-835-5244

Janesville Of昀ce
216 N Main St
Janesville, MN 
507-234-5106
888-980-1210

Owatonna Of昀ce
150 W Park Sq
Owatonna, MN 
507-451-9000
866-451-9010

Faribault Of昀ce
415 2nd Ave NW
Faribault, MN
507-332-7425

Hours: 
Sat-Sun .......... Closed
M-F .......... 8 AM–5 PM

715 S State St, 
Waseca, MN 

(507) 835-8615

Ali and Willy Malecha are excited to continue to 
bring you the excellent service you have come 

to expect at Dave’s Body Shop!

Serving Waseca and the surrounding 
areas for more than 30 years!

Mortiz Eull is from Poland; his 
host family is Anne Gerber and 
Charles Rohwer.  

The night’s junior attendants were 
the first members of royalty to be in-
troduced: Ella Wilson, daughter of 
Mathias and Krissy Wilson; Eli Jan-
ike, son of Jake and Stephanie Jan-
ike. 

Brief biographies of the seniors 
were provided as they processed to 
the front. 

Kendall Bowers, daughter of Mike 
and Alyssa Bowers, participates in 
volleyball, Business Professionals of 
America (BPA), is a Fusion volley-
ball coach, a member of St. John Lu-
theran Church and a member of the  
Minnesota Honor Society. Kendall 
also works at Subway. 

Joseph Mixteco-Perez, son of Jose 
Mixteco and Marisol Perez, is in-
volved in football, track and field, 
BPA and student council. He also 
works at ICAN. 

Sophie Chawra, daughter of Izzy 
Chawra and Rebecca Thompson, is 
involved in sextets, BPA, DECA, is 

the Student Council President, and a 
member of the Minnesota Honor So-
ciety. Sophie is on the Minnwest 
Bank Junior Board of Directors and 
works at Colony Court, an Assisted 
Living Facility. 

Tauston Rupe, son of Brian and 
Cassie Rupe, participates in football, 
track, basketball, and is a football 
captain. Tauston is in sextets, student 
council, DECA, a member of the 
Minnesota Honor Society and he 
works at 212.  

Lexi Kanewischer, daughter of 
Trevor Kanewischer and Amanda 
Tesch, is involved in basketball, golf, 
student council, is a member of the 
Minnesota Honor Society, Minnwest 
Junior Board of Directors and a 
member at St. John Lutheran 
Church. Lexi is employed at Calo-
nett, Waseca Sno-Biz. She is also a 
nanny for the Babcock family.  

Ben Hagen, son of Brad and Ally-
son Hagen, is a football captain, 
wrestling captain, involved in stu-
dent council, a member of the Min-
nesota Honor Society, LeSuer River 
Church and Axis Youth Ministry. He 
is a 4-H camp counselor and he 
works on the family farm.  

Mia Kanewischer, daughter of 
Aaron and Deanna Kanewischer, is a 
member of Grace Lutheran Church, 

student council, is a captain on the 
tennis team and participates in bas-
ketball and golf. She is employed at 
Pleasant Grove Pizza Farm, Waseca 
Sno-Biz and she is a nanny for the 
Hoffman and Kopischke families. 

Carson Ohnstad, son of Tony and 
Rachelle Ohnstad, is a captain of the 
football team, participates in basket-
ball and track. Carson also vol-
unteers through community ed.  

Lucia Mansfield, daughter of John 
and Edita Mansfield, participates in 
student council, is a soccer captain, a 
member of Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church and Minnesota Honor Soci-
ety. She also works at Pepito’s. 

Brayden Hoof, son of Dana Hoof, 
is involved in sextets, State Street, 
marching band, math team, Science 
Olympiad, drama department, and a 
member of the Minnesota Honor So-
ciety. He participates in hockey, ten-
nis and soccer. Brayden works at 
McDonald’s and is a member of 
Grace Lutheran Church.  

Addison Pfeifer, daughter of Tim 
and Jen Pfeifer, participates in BPA, 
is a captain of the tennis team and a 
member of the Minnesota Honor So-
ciety. She is on the Minnwest Junior 
Board, a member of Sacred Heart 
Church, is a dancer at UPDS and 
works at Kiesler’s Campground, The 

Mill Event Center, and Waseca Sno-
Biz.  

Damarius Russell, son of Derrick 
Russell and Bambi Jes, is involved in 
BPA, a captain of the basketball, 
football and track teams. He is a 
member of Christ Community 
Church and works at Pizza Ranch. 
Damarius has committed to South 
Dakota State University to play foot-
ball.  

Following a shoutout to all fall ac-
tivities, Select Choir sang, “The 
Times They Are A-Changin” ar-
ranged by Adam Podd and “I lived” 
arranged by Jacob Narverud, and di-
rected by Mrs. Kreinbring. 

The Marching Jays then per-
formed music from their 2024 pro-
duction entitled “Forced!” 

Coronation concluded with last 
year’s king, Jack Anderson, crown-
ing this year’s royalty.  

After the crowning of this year’s 
royalty, photos were taken before the 
night’s homecoming dance con-
cluded the evening.  

Friday’s events concluded the 
week-long celebration with a pepfest 
and a parade, followed by an exciting 
win by the football team.  

■ Waseca 
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Gary Wayne Berg 
GARY WAYNE BERG, age 77 

of Waseca, passed away on the 
morning of Wednesday, September 
25, 2024, at Oaklawn Care and Re-
habilitation Center in Mankato.  

Gary was born in Albert Lea on 
August 9, 1947, to parents Oscar 
“Buddy” and Betty (Anderson) 
Berg.  He grew up on the family 
farm and graduated from New 
Richland High School with the 
class of 1965.  When Gary was 
only seventeen, he and some 
friends pursued early enlistment in 
the United States Navy.  Immedi-
ately following his graduation he 
began his active military service.  
Gary was proud to become a Navy 
SeaBee and loved his time in the 
construction battalion while sta-
tioned in Vietnam.  Gary was 
gravely injured by mortar fire on 
the first night of the Tet Offensive 
just days before the end of his tour.  
After lengthy stays in several hos-
pitals he was awarded the Purple 
Heart.  Although he remained le-
gally blind and physically disabled, 
he returned to Minnesota and was 
proud to work as a block tender for 
Evenson Brothers Construction for 
many years.  In 1967, he was mar-
ried to Karen Matz in Port Hue-

neme, California.  Although they 
later divorced, they continued a 
great friendship as time went on.  
At age 32 Gary returned to school 
to study business, first at UMW in 
Waseca where he earned an Asso-
ciate’s Degree and later he earned 
his bachelor’s degree and gradu-
ated Suma Cum Laude from MSU 
in Mankato.  Gary finished his 
working years with a 22-year ca-
reer at the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice. 

Gary was a past Post Com-
mander and Treasurer with the 
Waseca American Legion, he was 
a life member of the Waseca VFW, 
and he loved marching with his 
squad for many years.  He also 
loved tending to his garden… so 
much so that in his later years he 
actually hauled Minnesota dirt to 
his winter home in Texas in order 
to plant his Good Friday Potatoes.  
Because Gary was legally blind 
following his military service, he 
was never able to drive a vehicle 
again.  It was a part of his life that 
he desperately missed, and his 
family is so happy to know that 
after over 60 years he’s now able to 
drive that beloved red 57’ Chevy 
on streets paved in gold. 

Gary is survived by four chil-

dren, Michele (Al) Tischer of Aus-
tin, Marcie (Nathan) Ross of 
Waseca, Matthew (Kristina) Berg 
of Waseca, and Mitchell Berg of 
Chesapeake, VA; his former spouse 
and good friend, Karen Berg of 
Waseca; grandchildren Lucas 
Tischer, Katey (Kyle) Sellers, and 
Isaac (Alyssa) Tischer all of Austin, 
Emilee (Blake) Kortuem, Alex 
(Carley Larson) Ross, and Juliana 
(Nathan) Sipe all of Waseca, Jor-
dyn (Gavin) Doering of OK, Ryan 
Berg of Waseca, and Noah Berg of 
SC, Tyler Berg, Oscar Berg, and 
Lauren Berg, all of VA; great-
grandchildren, Oaklyn and Cleo 
Tischer, Amelia and Charlotte 
Sellers, Tate and Will Kortuem, 
and Liam Berg; and siblings Kathy 
(Edgar) Peterman of Anoka, and 
Kris (Gary) Budach of New Rich-
land.  He was preceded in death by 
both of his parents; a great-niece 
Finly Budach; and many other spe-
cial relatives. 

Gary’s family would like to ex-
press special thanks to Amanda, 
Jami, and Josie as well as the other 
staff at Oaklawn Care and Re-
habilitation Center in Mankato for 
the fantastic loving care that they 
offered to Gary over the past two 
years.  

Visitation will be held from 4-7 
p.m. on Monday, September 30, 
2024 at the Third Street Chapel of 
Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt Funeral 
and Cremation Service in Waseca, 
and will continue for two hours be-
fore the service at the church on 
Tuesday. 

Funeral services were held at 
11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, October 1, 
2024 at Le Sueur River Lutheran 
Church in rural New Richland, 
with Rev. Dan Kordahl officiating.  
Interment followed at Le Sueur 
River Lutheran Cemetery.  dsof-
uneral.com

Gary Berg

www.guardiannrg.com

AMERICAN MADE 

FARMER OWNED
ETHANOL

that day. “There’s not enough 
space for a hundred or more cars to 
park there,” Peterson explains. “By 
keeping the cars somewhere else, 
we protect the peaceful, serene 
mood of the environment.” 

Visitors will be dropped off at 
the east end of the grounds. Pro-
vided maps will show them where 
the featured gravesites are; like last 
year, there will also be people 
available to provide guidance and 
answer questions. Prominently dis-
played signs will provide carefully 
researched information.  

Peterson estimates those who 
visit all the selected sites will walk 
about one half mile. He says at 
least one chair will be available at 
each of the 29 locations. Refresh-
ments and numerous chairs will be 
set up near the facility’s vault, 
where Andy Hager, who digs 
graves for many of the county’s 
cemeteries, will be stationed. 
Hager will be sharing some of his 
experiences and observations, in-
cluding information about the train 
tracks which once ran through the 
cemetery: Peterson promises vis-
itors will be fascinated and enter-
tained. 

About every half hour, the trans-
port bus will be available near the 
west end of the cemetery to return 
tourists to their vehicles. 

“People can make all their own 
decisions about the tour,” offers 
fellow planner Sarah Miller, of 
DSO. “They can take their time as 
they walk around; they can visit as 
many or as few of the 29 featured 
locations as they wish.” 

Miller invites anyone who wants 
further information about the tour 
to contact DSO using the com-

pany’s Facebook page, or to call 
the funeral home. 

Peterson and Miller, along with 
Waseca County Historical Society 
researcher Virginia McCarthy and 
Sam Steffel of Dennis Steffel 
Omtvedt Funeral and Cremation 
Services are the same team which 
planned last fall’s successful cem-
etery walk, attended by about 150 
people. 

Last year’s focus was on well-
known Waseca area figures includ-
ing inventors, investors, and 
entrepreneurs. Last year, 25 graves 
were selected for inclusion; in 
some cases, individuals associated 
with the history-makers were 
available at gravesites to provide 
information and sometimes share 
personal experiences. 

Although there was no charge 
for the cemetery walk, individuals 
chose to donate more than $630. 
That amount was used to construct 
and erect a sign at the west end of 
the cemetery letting visitors know 
where the “potters’ field” is lo-
cated. 

Based on the positive public re-
sponse to last year’s event, Peter-
son, Miller, McCarthy and Steffel 
began meeting in April to deter-
mine this year’s theme and select 
grave sites for inclusion. 

Though the team members de-
cline to name the individuals who 
are being featured, they are willing 
to reveal they all owned businesses 
in the downtown area of Waseca 
sometime between 1940 and the 
1960s. 

“These are people everyday 
folks got to know and interact with 
on a regular basis,” comments Pe-
terson. “This walk will bring back 
memories of what towns used to be 
like, with little mom and pop stores 
that focused on the interests in a 
local community. 

“People taking the tour will re-
member these people.” 

■ Tour 
 from Page 1

“John served his community 
very well. He was not a politician, 
he was a public servant,” Srp re-
members regarding incidents large 
and small. 

Srp says the large baskets of 
summer flowers along State Street 
were initiated by Clemons. When 
city staff questioned whether it was 
appropriate for maintenance 
workers to take care of watering 
the plants, Clemons proposed that 
he and Srp could take on the task. 

“We did that a few times,” Srp 
remembers, “Then some of the 
staff members decided it wasn’t 

the job of the mayor or a city coun-
cilman to water the flowers.” 

According to Rose, Clemons 
began working in the print shop at 
Brown Printing early in the 1980s. 
He was promoted to the admin-
istrative level, where he worked 
for decades as a purchaser. During 
that time, he attended Minnesota 
State, Mankato, and earned de-
grees in business administration, 
industrial relations, and eco-
nomics.  

A husband and father, Clemons 
prioritized his relationships with 
his wife, Mary, and his son, Alex. 

“If he was in a mood,” recalls 
Srp, “all I had to do to bring a 
smile back on his face was to ask 
about Mary or Alex. They were the 
center of his life and brought him 
great joy.” 

■ Clemons 
 from Page 1

BARDEN’S BARBARDEN’S BAR
& LIQUOR STORELIQUOR STORE

THURSDAY, OCT 3
BEER & BRAT NIGHT
Serving @ 3:30
Diane’s Saurkraut, 
Morgan’s Bratwurst 

110 State St N
Waseca, MN
507-835-5343

SATURDAY, OCT 5

LIVE MUSIC
Los T @ 6pm
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Life’s Moments Deserve Beautiful Flowers - Let Us Help!

Store Hours
Mon-Fri ......................8 AM-6 PM
Sat ...............................9 AM-5 PM
Sun ....................................... Closed

810 N. State St.
Waseca,MN 56093
(507) 835-3790

Family owned and
operated since 1972

wasecafloral.com
rickmorris982@gmail.com

BATTENFELD
LAWN CARE

zachbattenfeld@gmail.com

Zach Battenfeld
507-521-0226

Lawn Maintenance
& Residential

Snow Removal

• Since 1942 •

Great Home Cooking • Catering
Full Breakfast Menu • Daily Lunch Specials

104 State Street, Waseca MN • 835-1259

By ELI LUTGENS 
Publisher/Editor 

The first of three debates hosted by “Waseca 
Votes,” sponsored by the Waseca Chamber of 
Commerce Legislative Committee. was between 
Waseca mayoral candidates Randy Zimmerman 
and Milton Madson Tuesday night, Sept. 24, 2024.  

Mikhail Rostislavovich, chair of the Waseca 
Legislative committee and vice president of the 
area Chamber of Commerce, welcomed an au-
dience of about 90 people prior to introducing high 
school teacher John Hanson as the night’s mod-
erator.  

Each candidate delivered an opening and clos-
ing statement and answered about a dozen ques-
tions. The first half of the questions were selected 
by the legislative committee, the second half, from 
the audience. , 

Opening remarks 
Incumbent Mayor Zimmerman thanked the nu-

merous parties responsible for hosting the night's 
debate before providing information about him-
self. Zimmerman is a lifelong resident of Waseca; 
he and his wife of 26 years raised four children. 
He is an independent architect, has served his 
community throughout most of his adult life. 
Areas of service include,10 years on the Waseca 
School board, eight as chair; Zimmerman also 
serves his local church as a stewardship chair.  

“Why am I running?” Zimmerman asked. “To 
continue with the progress we’ve made moving 
the city of Waseca forward. My goals include 
growth and tax dilution… I believe the best days 
of Waseca are not too far off.”  

Milton Madson, 37, introduced himself next as 
an ‘05 graduate of Waseca. He has two children 
attending the junior/senior high school. His goals 
are to bring business to Waseca. 

Madson then verbally challenged the legitimacy 
of Zimmerman's position as mayor. “I don’t get 
why we’re here today when the mayor does not 

live in the city limits,” Madson stated. “A couple 
of years ago a council member had to give up his 
seat because he moved a block into another 
ward… I would like to bring order to the city and 
hold people accountable for what is going on.” 

The attack was in opposition to the stated rules 
shared with both candidates prior to the debate 
asking that neither candidate focus on personal at-
tacks.  

Madson closed his opening remarks with further 
disparaging remarks about Zimmerman.  

In future debates, if similar personal attacks 
occur, the moderator has been instructed to turn 
off the speaker’s microphone.   

Question 1 - With the city investing in street 
construction projects and aging infrastructure, 
how do you plan to prioritize future capital im-
provement projects while maintaining fiscal re-
sponsibility?  

Zimmerman said Conagra is an example of why 

the city should invest in infrastructure. “It already 
added $300,000 to our levy,” Zimmerman stated.  

Madson said bringing in businesses will help 
offset needed tax increases.   

Question 2 - How will you balance the need 
for housing while maintaining the city’s tax 
base and infrastructure investment? 

Madson said there are “plenty of properties 
around” and said people here are looking for cities 
to live in because that’s where most of the busi-
nesses are.  

Zimmerman quoted a recent city-funded study 
which cited Waseca’s need for 300 additional 
housing units. He said increasing housing will help 
the tax base and further additional funding.  

During his time as mayor, Zimmerman worked 
with Senator Amy Klobuchar to help secure $3 

JWP hall of fame 
banquet Saturday

By ELI LUTGENS 
Publisher/Editor 

The Janesville-Waldorf-Pember-
ton Athletic Hall of Fame will induct 
11 individuals and two teams during 
its annual celebration at the Purple 
Goose in Janesville on Saturday, Oct. 
5, beginning with a 4 p.m. social 
hour, dinner at 5 p.m., and  finishing 
with the program at 6 p.m.  

Those attending are asked to email 
their number of attendees to man-
ran@frontiernet.net.  

The following members are being 
inducted on Saturday: 

Sara Greff 
Sara (Strunk) Greff, a 1988 gradu-

ate of Janesville High School. A 6-
time letter winner; 2 letters in 
basketball and 4 in track, she was a 
member of the conference record set-
ting 800M Relay team as a freshman. 
She set a conference record in the 
200M as a sophomore and earned 
All-Conference honors in the 100M, 
200M, 400M and long jump during 
high school. Sara was a member of 
the 1986 4X200M relay team that 
took 6th at the State meet and placed 
fourth  at State in the 400M in 1987. 
Sara held school records in five 
events when she graduated and was 
named Outstanding Senior Woman 
Athlete in 1988. Sara continued her 
education at Minnesota State Univer-
sity, Mankato, graduating in 1992. 
She continued to enjoy participating 
in athletics in intramural and league 

play for years and enjoys Sunday 
NFL football. Sara works at Minne-
sota State University, Mankato in 
Admissions and is the proud mom of 
a daughter. 

Julie Flaskamp 
Julie (Stepan) Flaskamp is a 1988 

graduate of Janesville High School. 
A three-sport athlete and 10-time 
letter winner, Julie was a mainstay on 
the volleyball and basketball teams, 
earning All-Conference honors. She 
also began setting records early and 
often in Track. She was a mainstay 
on the record-setting 800M Relay 
team for thee years. She earned All-
Conference and set conference 
records competing in the 100M and 
300 hurdles and the high jump and 
was part of the 4X200M relay team 
that took 6th at the State meet in 
1986. Julie went on to Augsburg Col-
lege where she earned All-American 
honors in 1991 and 92 in the heptath-
lon.  

She was named 1992 Women’s 
Athlete of the year, entered the Augs-
burg Hall of Fame in 2006 and was 
Named to the Augsburg Title 9 All 
Decades Team in 2012. She also 
coached 4 sports at Southwest High 
School between 2007 and 2021. Julie 
has been a Minneapolis firefiighter 
for 30 years. She is married with two 
children. 
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HOURS
 Mon ......9-5:30
Tue .......9-7:00
Wed ......9-5:30
Thu .......9-5:30
Fri ...........9-5:30

ADDRESS
111 Star Street,
Suite 101
Mankato, MN
56001

507-387-6695 • eyeqvisionmankato.com

Comedy show at St. 
Ann’s Parish in Janes-
ville 5 p.m. Oct. 12 

St. Ann’s Catholic Church in 
Janesville will host a comedy 
show starring Trinity Church 
Ladies-Up from the Basement 
followed by Mary Mack. From 5 
to 6 p.m. will be happy 
hour/food; 6 to 6:30 p.m. will be 
Trinity Church Ladies and 7 
p.m. will highlight Mary Mack. 
This is a family friendly show. 
Tickets are $40 and can be pur-
chased at Gidgets in Janesville, 
Janesville Bank or at the door. 
Mary Mack has been on The To-
night Show with Jimmy Fallon. 

———————————— 
“Flavors of Fall” at 
Pleasant Grove Pizza 
Farm Sat., Oct. 12 

In collaboration with Hilltop 
Garden Olive Oil, the Pleasant 
Grove Pizza Farm will have its 
Flavors of Fall Festival from 4-
8 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 12 and 
Sunday, Oct. 13 from 1-7 p.m. 
The weekend includes live 
music, fall flavored beers and 
wines, face painting, wagon 
rides and apple cider bar. 

———————————— 
Outdoor Halloween 
Movie at Aspyn Acres 
7:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 12 

Watch a Halloween themed 
movie outdoors at Aspyn Acres 
Farm with the animals rescued 
and being rehabilitated at the 
site. Spooky movie choices cur-
rently listed on Facebook with a 
chance to vote. Suggested entry 
fee is $5; more information 
available online. Aspyn Acres is 
at  41251 135th Street north of 
Waseca. 

———————————— 
Kenneth Brae prison 
camp survivor at 6 
p.m. Oct. 13 at Christ 
Community Church 

Missionary Kenneth Brae was 
held prisoner in a North Korean 
prison camp and will share infor-
mation about his experience be-
ginning at 6 p.m. Oct. 13 at 
Christ Community Church, 2200 
Fourth St. NE, Waseca. Korean 
snacks will be available. Admis-
sion cost is a free will donation. 

———————————— 
Farmamerica will host 
MEA Day Camps  
October 17-18  

Farmamerica will host an 
MEA Day Camp for kids in kin-
dergarten through fifth grade 
Thursday and Friday, October 
17-18 from 8 a.m. till 3p.m. They 
will meet live animals, enjoy out-
door exploration and hands-on 
crafts. Lunch will be provided, 
cost is $60 and spots are limited. 

———————————— 
Family Tradition band 
at Indian Island  
Winery 5:30 p.m.  
Saturday, Oct. 19 

The band Family Tradition 
will be performing at the Indian 
Island Winery from 5:30-8:30 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 19. An online 
source says they will be, “Per-
forming old and new hit country 
music.” 

———————————— 
History Center “Snake 
Oil” Show 6:30 to 8 
p.m. October 19 

The Waseca County History 
Center is offering a “Snake Oil” 
show from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on Oc-
tober 19. The program will dem-
onstrate both the “dark” and the 
“entertainment” sides of medicine 
around the start of the twentieth 
century. Fee is $20.  

———————————— 

1996 - THE THRILL OF VICTORY-The JWP boys' baskotball team 
earned a trip to the state tournament with a 67-54 victory over 
LCWM Friday. Leading the celebration are seniors Andy Dimmel 
(15) and Bryan Kelling (51). Other Bulldogs joining in (from left) 
are: Josh Berndt, Jake Zimmerman (between Dimmel and Kelling), 
Travis Hinze and Dan Kapaun.        County news photo by Dale Kugath

JWP continued on 8

Waseca Votes
Mayoral debate held Tuesday

From left: Jay Bulfer, Nathaniel Anders, Mikhail Rostislavovich, Randy Zimmerman, 
Brayden Hoof, Milton Madson, John Hanson, Ann Fitch, Dwight Tostenson, and Brian 
Harguth.                                              Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

Next event set for 
Tuesday October 8 

Debate continued on 9

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

Saiveon Williamson is fresh 
out of Brookings, South Dakota, 
with his physical education 
teacher education degree from 
South Dakota State University 
under his arm, he’s returned 
home to Waseca. 

His mother 
is Bambi Jes, 
anyone who 
has eaten at 
Subway in 
Waseca lately 
will have seen 
her because 
she is the 
manager. He 
has an older 
brother named 
Isaiah, two younger brothers, 
both in the Waseca Junior Senior 
High School. Their names are 
Damarius and Deron. He also 
has two younger sisters, one of 
which is in the WJSHS, her 
name is Kaliya. Then there is his 
youngest sister and her name is 
Kiarra. 

Mr. Williamson was born in 
Waseca and he’s back and ready 
to teach. This will be his first 
full year of teaching as his ca-
reer. When asked why he would 
want to teach he replied, “I think 
in the back of my head a piece 
of me always thought I would 
maybe be a teacher but it did not 
become much more than a 
thought until like my second 
year of college.” He applied to 
the schools in Waseca because 
his siblings are here. 

He wants the best part of this 
job to be the relationships with 
his peers, and his students. 
When asked what he wants his 
students to leave his classrooms 
with, he replied, “A smile bigger 
than the one they come in with.” 

When he’s not in school, “I 
like to coach, exercise/work out, 
spend time with my family.” 
He’ll be at the school this year 
so say Hi when you see him. If 
you really want to get him riled 
up, ask him about the competi-
tion between Lebron James and 
Michael Jordan.

Saiveon 
Williamson 
joins WHS 
staff

Williamson

*  *  *
St. Paul Lutheran Ok-
toberfest starts at noon 
October 19 

St. Paul Lutheran Church of 
Waseca Oktoberfest with live 
music, and bean bag and “Ham-
merschlagen” tournaments. 
Food and beverages for sale. 
Proceeds support youth mission 
trip and “Higher Things.” Lo-
cated in church parking lot, 314 
Fourth Ave. NE. 

———————————— 
Waseca City Council 
candidate debates  
6:30 p.m. Oct. 22 

Debates among candidates for 
City of Waseca wards one, two 
and three will begin at 6:30 p.m. 
October 22 at the Waseca High 
School performing arts center. 
Ward one candidates Adam 
Jensen and Stacey Schroeder and 
ward two candidates Gary Con-
rath, Marty Johnson and Nich-
olas Meister will be on deck 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Ward 3 
candidates Mark Christiansen, 
Theresa Riecke, Chad Schlueter 
and Koby Wright will speak be-
ginning at 8 p.m.  

Briefs continued on 7
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CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
2200 4th St NE, Waseca 

507-835-2235 
Service times 9:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
4TH STREET EVANGELICAL CHURCH 

605 4th St NE, Waseca 
507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew Isker) 

Worship Sundays 10 a.m 
*     *     * 

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
801 4th Ave NE, Waseca 

507-835-3167 
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH 

309 6th St NE, Waseca 
507-835-9176 

Worship Sundays traditional 8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m. 
Sunday School/Fellowship; 10:45 a.m. contem-

porary service 
*     *     * 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
401 3rd Ave NE, Waseca 

507-833-1703 
Sundays 9:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

314 4th Ave NE, Waseca 
507-835-2647 

Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
*     *     * 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
503 2nd Ave NE, Waseca 

507-835-4548 (office email: 1cwaseca@hicko-
rytech.net) 

Worship Sunday 10 a.m. 
*     *     * 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
300 E Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-835-1709 
Worship Sunday 9 a.m. 

*     *     * 
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH 

111 4th St NW, Waseca 
Father Glenn Ferichs 

507-835-1222 
Worship Sundays 10:00 a.m., Tues. and Wed. at 
8:30 a.m. and Thurs. at 7 a.m.; Saturdays at 5 

p.m. 
*     *     * 

REAL LIFE CHURCH 
620 W Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-607-8245 
Sunday worship 10 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST LATTER-

DAY SAINTS 
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-835-4640 
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 

1221 8th St SE, Waseca 
507-835-2213 

Sunday worship 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m. 
*     *     * 

CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY 
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-833-1082 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun Evening 6:00 

p.m., Wed. evening 6:30 p.m. 
*     *     * 

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota  
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, Choir and 
Choir; 10:30 a.m. Worship 
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters 
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Otisco, Minnesota 

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor  
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study 
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
TRINITY EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Mary Iverson 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, Sunday 
School; 10 a.m. Coffee 
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting 
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirmation; 7 p.m. 
Council meeting 

*     *     * 
LESUEUR RIVER 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
School 
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

 *     *     * 
VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Pastor Dan Kordahl 

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

VISTA EVANGELICAL 
COVENANT CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Brian Schanil Pastor 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. Sunday School 
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe Ministry, 1-3 
p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires and Yard Games, 6 p.m. 
until dark 

*     *     * 
ALL SAINTS 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Father Glenn Ferichs 
Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and 4th Fridays p.m. 
Mass 
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m. 

*     *     * 
FIRST LUTHERAN 

Missouri Synod 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Larry Sipe 
Sundays: Worship 8 a.m.; 9:10 a.m. Sunday 
School and adult bible class 

*     *     * 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Freedom Township 
Sunday – 9:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Pastor Ava Adams-Morris 
Waldorf, Minnesota  

Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Father Brian Mulligan 
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

Wilton Township 
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor 

Sunday – 8 a.m. summer worship; 10:45 a.m. 
Worship starting Sept. 1 

*     *     * 
THE CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST 

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
Brad Donner, Branch President 

Waseca, Minnesota 
www.lds.org 

Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.; 11:20 a.m. 
Sunday School 
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activities, ages 12-
18 

 *         *        * 
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

412 N. Main Street, Janesville 
Interhim Pastor 

Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m. Worship 
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible Class, 10:15 
a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
JANESVILLE UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 
401 N. West St., Janesville 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
BLOOMING GROVE UNITED METHOD-

IST CHURCH 
43089 180th St., Morristown 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Summer worship hours, 
(10:45 a.m. Worship, winter)  

*     *     * 
ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

307 W. 2nd St, Janesville 
10 a.m. - Mass 

*     *     * 
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

300 Owen St., Janesville 
Pastor Sarah Krolak 

*     *     * 
ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL CHURCH 

Alma City, Minnesota 
Pastor Robert Harting 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

Smiths Mill, Minnesota 
Pastor Robert Harting 

Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship 
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship 

 *         *        * 
NORTH WASECA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

ELCA 
404 30 120th St. Waseca 

Pastor Sarah Krolak 
507-234-6463  

Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Second sunday 
“Young at heart”  
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirmation 

*     *     * 
    NOTE: CHANGES IN CHURCH CALEN-
DARS MUST BE MADE BY NOTIFICA-
TION FROM A MEMBER OF THE 
CONGREGATION TO THE WASECA 
COUNTY PIONEER.

Daniel J.
Johnson
���������	
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Our Services
• Financial Planning

• Accounting Services

• Bookkeeping

• Payroll Services 

• Tax Planning & Preparation

• Return Preparation Services

• Estate and Trust Planning 
115 North State Street, Waseca, MN

(507) 201-2484   

Immanuel Lutheran Church of 
Freedom Township was founded 
in 1874, and has been celebrating 
its 150th year with special serv-
ices held quarterly since last Oc-
tober. The final observance is 
scheduled for 10:45 a.m. Sunday, 
Oct. 6, at the church, located 
about eight miles south of Janes-
ville along County Highway 3. 
All who would like to attend are 
welcome. 

The guest pastor at the upcom-
ing service will be Rev. Dr. Lucas 
V. Woodford, president of the 
Minnesota South District of the 
Lutheran Church Missouri 
Synod. 

According to church history, 
the congregation has been meet-
ing in the same building since 
1874: The structure is much 
changed, however, having nearly 

doubled in size thanks to ad-
ditions built over time, including 
the 1949 project of raising the 
building and constructing a base-
ment, which serves as the church 
social hall, underneath. 

The church operated its own 
parochial school from 1884 to 
1945, gradually growing from 
simply having the pastor teach 
classes in the church building to 
constructing its own school and 
hiring a teacher. 

Immanuel is now part of a 
four-church parish. Rev. Larry 
Sipe serves Immanuel, along 
with three additional area Mis-
souri Synod churches: First Lu-
theran Church in Waldorf, St. 
John’s Lutheran Church of Dan-
ville Township, and Trinity Lu-
theran Church of Wilton. 

Area church celebrating 
150-year anniversary 
Sunday October, 6

Immanuel Lutheran Church of Freedom Township is holding 
the fourth of four special services marking year 150 since the 
church drafted its constitution in 1874. Visitors are invited to join 
the congregation at a 10:45 a.m. service on Sunday, Oct. 6. The 
church is located south of Janesville along county highway 3.

brings the total number of iWealth 
team members to 16. 

In addition to operating the busi-

ness, Connors is frequently engaged 
as a speaker for finance-focused 
events. Having created some special-
ized financial planning software used 
not only in the industry, but by both 
Minnesota State, Mankato and 
Creighton universities, he speaks 
there and at professional organiza-
tions. 

Connors and his wife Trudi are 

lifelong area residents. Their adult 
children are Kendra, 24; and Corbin, 
19. 

The iWealth Foundation performs 
numerous public service events, the 
largest of which is in cooperation 
with the Waseca Area Food Shelf. 
iWealth partners with clients and 
others to raise money and acquire 
groceries to supply Christmas meals 

to area families by distributing boxes 
of food at a “drive-through” distribu-
tion in December. Meals for about 
500 people are typically supplied; 
Connors reports that, over time, the 
iWealth Foundation has given more 
than $100,000 to fund the annual 
event. 

■ iWealth 
 from Page 3

wants to learn where those students 
went and what could be done to en-
courage them to stay local. She de-
scribed activities undertaken during 
the 2023-’24 school year, including 
a Mobile Health Lab and  Big Ideas 
Trailer. She also mentioned tours 
taken by various groups to visit local 
businesses and perhaps consider 
them as future employers.  

After a performance evaluation on 
Sept. 19, Administrator Martens and 
Mayor Ferguson recommended New 
Richland Police Chief Tanyce 
Bruegger should receive a pay in-
crease to Grade 7, Step 1, at a rate of  

$34.23 an hour effective Oct. 4. The 
two administrators also rec-
ommended maintenance worker 
Braeden Thompson be moved to 
Grade 2, Step 5, at a rate of $22.56 
an hour effective Oct. 4. 

The New Richland Care Center re-
ported its current census is 38, some-
what lower than its average of about 
41. The facility reported college-age 
workers are returning to college, 
leaving fewer staff members to care 
for residents. Post secondary high 
school students are working when 
they can and that is appreciated. A 
new beautician started at the Care 
Center in September and works there 
a few days each week. 

The People Service water mainte-
nance report included that the depart-
ment has new chloride variance 
authorizations and a permit from the 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

(MPCA) as of August 1. It also re-
ported opening and inspecting man-
hole covers from Division to 
Dogwood Streets as far as Broadway. 
An inspection undertaken August 5 
checked for any breaks or leaks from 
Highway 13 to Aspen. 

Street and maintenance depart-
ments reported weekly maintenance 
work had been performed at Legion 
Field, City Park, City Hall, the city 
Shop, library, water plant, and at St. 
Olaf Lake park.  Hydrants were 
flushed on Sept. 12. Al Brooks serv-
iced city fire extinguishers. Legion 
Field and St. Olaf Lake were closed 
for the season, including closing 
water lines and pulling in ropes and 
the swimming raft. Luke Doberstein 
cleaned out ponds and mowed brush 
in the ditch along Seventh Street.  

Council members discussed the 
need to review and update city ordi-

nances, including recoding some. 
American Legal Publishing has 
agreed to work with the city and host 
its ordinances online. Fees named by 
the company include update costs 
between $1,600 - $2,100; recodifica-
tion $6,275; publishing the laws on-
line would entail a one-time fee of 
$595, with an annual cost of $550. 
Martens reported about $1,800 is 
available in the ordinance budget at 
this time. American Legal Publishing 
has agreed to waive one year’s host-
ing fee saving $550.  

Employee Anniversaries: Tanycee 
Bruegger has been with the police 
department for six years; Kade Mad-
den  for one. Mitch Schaitel has been 
with the ambulance department for 1 
year. 

The next city council meeting will 
be at 6:30 p.m. Monday, Oct. 14. 

■ Council 
 from Page 3

Time for cold 
toes and 
blankets

By PASTOR KEN 
ANDRS 

My kids love sweaters, today 
started fall for them. They went 
looking for sweatshirts, 
hoodies, sweaters and flannels.  
It was barely cool enough to 
put on another layer, but it was 
enough for them.  My son was 
up the same time I was, I got to 
watch him take his backpack to 
the car, come back inside, 
change sweatshirts and pants to 
get a better “fit” for the day 
while enjoying the first sip of 
hot coffee on the porch. 

The coaches last night at 9th 
grade football commented on 
how much we were all missing 
cool practices and Friday 
nights where you can see your 
breath.  I am also looking for-
ward to the deer moving more 
and the snow to see rabbits in 
the woods.  I am done with the 
heat and sweating; it is time to 
have cold toes and wrap up in 
a blanket. 

Yes, I am complaining about 
the weather, I am a Minneso-
tan, we tend to do that.  It has 
either been too cold for too 
long, too hot for too long, or 
raining too much or too little.  
We want consistent variety in 
our weather, it makes no sense, 
but total sense to a Minnesotan. 

This past week I was re-
minded of Ecclesiastes 3 this 
past weekend.  Verse 1 reminds 
us, “There is an appointed time 
for everything. And there is a 
time for every event under 
heaven—”  A specific time for 
everything, not in our timing, 
but in God’s.  He has made 
plans to draw as many people 
as possible to Himself and uses 
these times to build our faith. 

Each line of Ecclesiastes 3:2-
8 has a breaking down and then 

building up or building up and 
then breaking down.  It creates 
a poetic reflection that would 
make a great song…  The re-
minder is that in the seasons of 
life God’s plan is great than our 
own.  We may want things in 
our own time, but it is in His 
timing that all things are made 
clear, it only takes faith to see 
it through. 

When we get past these po-
etic words, Solomon clarifies 
for us why God does this in 
verses 11-14 

 11 He has made everything 
appropriate in its time. He has 
also set eternity in their heart, 
yet so that man will not find out 
the work which God has done 
from the beginning even to the 
end. 

12 I know that there is noth-
ing better for them than to re-
joice and to do good in one's 
lifetime;13 moreover, that 
every man who eats and drinks 
sees good in all his labor--it is 
the gift of God.14 I know that 
everything God does will re-
main forever; there is nothing 
to add to it and there is nothing 
to take from it, for God has so 
worked that men should fear 
Him. 

God has brought us to the 
point of trusting Him and in 
His timing, He gives seasons to 
life and living.  Enjoy the days 
you have, they are gifts from 
God; whether they are good or 
bad days, they are a gift.  God 
has worked it out so that we 
would trust Him, not for one 
situation but for all days.  No 
matter the season you face in 
life, trust God’s plan and give 
thanks for the day you have 
been given even if it is too hot 
or cold. 

Beckett Budach and Leni Routh 
were the nights prince and prin-
cess. 

King and Queen 
Harbor Cromwell is the son of 

Nikki Cromwell and Michael Ped-
erson.  He has one sister, Winter. 
He likes to spend time fishing, gol-
fing, bingo, and eating food. Har-
bor is involved in Football, 
wrestling, Track & field, student 
council, DECA, FCA. His favorite 
memory from high school so far is 
joining football Freshman year.   
One fun fact about Harbor is that 
he can do a backflip. If he had a 
time machine, he would travel 
back in time to meet Jesus.  His 
hero is Christian McCaffrey be-
cause he has great work ethic and 
he's his favorite running back. 
After high school, Harbor plans to 
go to college and own a big house. 

Mallory Schliner is the daughter 
of Matt and Tanya Schlinger.  She 
has 2 older sisters; Aubrey and 
Syndney Schlinger.  Mallory is in-
volved in Volleyball, FCA and 
Luther League at her church.  She 
enjoys hanging out with friends 
and family and doing new things 
outside and lots of new activities. 
Her favorite memory from high 
school so far is when Dylan Flem-
ing got beat up by two different 
girls, two years in a row. One fun 
fact about Mallory is that she is 
scared of the dark and Chloe 
SQUARED.  If she had a time ma-
chine, she would go back to the 
day that she was born because she 
always wanted to know what its 
like when a legend is born.  Mal-
lory’s hero is her Grandma Kris 
and says “She is the strongest per-
son I know and no matter what she 
may be going trough, she always 
manages to put us grandchildren 

first and she would do anything for 
us.”   After graduation, Mallory 
plans to attend a 4 year college and 
get a bachelor degree but she is 
undecided on where to go or what 
degree. 

Prince and Princess 
Princess Leni Routh is the 

daughter of Adam and Missy 
Routh.  She has three sisters, Lila, 
Lucy and Leia.  Leni is involved 
in dance and gymnastics. She en-
joys listening to Taylor Swift, art, 
dogs, playing minecraft, and 
watching Paw Patrol.  Her favorite 
memory from school so far is get-
ting slushies from Lerberg’s in 
PreK. One fun fact about Leni is 
that one time on vacation, a dol-
phin gifted her a rock.  If she had 
a time machine, she would go 
back to the past and play all day 
again.  Leni’s hero is Mrs. Jensen 
her kindergarten teacher, because 
she is really nice. In her future, 
Leni wants to become a veterinar-
ian. 

Prince Beckett Budach is the 
son of Nick and Erin Budach.  He 
has 2 siblings: Finly Budach and 
Reed Budach. Beckett is involved 
in wrestling, t-ball, Sunday School 
and football.  His hobbies include 
swimming, farming, building 
blocks, riding bike and snowmo-
biling. Beckett’s favorite memory 
from kindergarten so far is eating 
cinnamon rolls in the cafeteria.  
One fun fact about Beckett is that 
he won the Ellendale Days tractor 
pull.  If he had a time machine, he 
would travel to heaven to meet his 
sister Finly and see his dog Renna 
again. Beckett’s hero is his sister 
Finly. As for his future plans, 
Beckett plans to farm with his dad. 

The princess and prince each re-
ceived token gifts being part of the 
Homecoming royalty. The prin-
cess received a volleyball signed 
by the 2024 Panther Volleyball 
team. The prince received a foot-
ball signed by the 2024 Panther 
football team. 

■ NRHEG 
 from Page 3



1924 
- The thrill of having seen a wild deer in action in the forest primeval 

came as a suggestive contrast and a welcome relief to the monotony of 
the seemingly never-ending forest on either side of the road. It is a wild 
and wonderfully impressive scene. The more one mingles in its soli-
tudes the more is one impressed with its solemn grandeur and its stately 
magnificence. Its calm repose, its vastness, its overwhelming silence 
ushers in an experience that marks an epoch in life and brings to the 
heart and soul and mind a realization of how varied and manifold are 
the works of nature as fashioned and moulded by an infinite hand. In 
a sense one become awe-stricken in its presence and in this attitude 
and condition of mind he is at subject, after a time, to welcome a 
change. 

- Floyd B. Olson, FarmerLabor candidate for governor, spoke to a 
fair-sized audience in Janesville, at the Town Hall on Thursday at ten-
thirty in the forenoon. The meeting had been scheduled to begin at ten 
o’clock, but it was delayed in opening to admit the people getting here 
who had signified their intention of being present. Considering the time 
of day and that farmers are very busy at this period, the attendance was 
considered very satisfactory. The Janesville band played several selec-
tions on the street preceding the address. 

 
1949  

- October has more farm tractor accidents on the highways than any 
other month, according to Minnesota Highway Department records. 
September has the next highest number of this type of accident. One 
reason for the high number of accidents involving tractors and other 
farm machinery this season of the year is their extensive use in corn 
picking, plowing and other harvest and fall work. Another reason is 
that with the short hours of daylight, farmers often work until after sun-
down, get tired when moving across or along highway while homeward 
bound in the dark. 

- The Annual State Convention of Moms of America was held in the 
parlors of St. Ann’s Catholic church on Saturday, September 24, be-
ginning with a luncheon at 12:30 which was served by members of St. 
Ann’s Altar Society. After the luncheon a short program was presented, 
including baton twirling by little Carol Jean O’Brien and a humorous 
reading by Mrs. E. Schorn, which were greatly enjoyed. The meeting 
was called to order by Mrs. R. Nyquist, president of the local unit, who 
welcomed the visitors and presented the gavel to the state President, 
Mrs. Erwin Brown, or Sherbern. Mrs. Brown was reelected to serve as 
State President for another year.  

 
1974 

- The eighth graders are hoping to “Bum the Tigers.” Five senior 
girls are hoping to be crowned Homecoming Queen and Laura Mulva-
ney is hoping the band will show up for the big dance Friday night. 
These are just a few of the details that are taking shape as Janesville 
High School prepares for its annual homecoming week. Monday even-
ing, high schoolers invaded garages all over town begin work on floats 
for Friday’s Homecoming Parade. The eighth graders chose “Bum the 
Tigers” for their float theme and sophomores are working around the 
theme of “Here, Kitty Kitty.” 

- Dorothy Trahms (right) visited Japan in 1974. Pictured with 
her is Trahms’s host family, Mrs. Hida (center) and her daughter 
Akemi (left). 

- Dorothy Trahms, a senior at JHS, says Japan is a nice place to visit, 
but one time in the crowded country is enough for a small town girl. 
Before Dorothy left for Japan this summer, we asked her to write about 
her experiences and she obliged. One thing Dorothy says she’ll never 
forget are the crowded Japanese trains. “The people were all very nice 
except on the trains,” she said. “I never once saw anyone give up a seat 
for someone else on the train. You can’t believe how it is. People are 
just packed in. It is awful. You can’t talk or even move.”  

1999 
- “It felt like we were on Gilligan’s Island.” That is how Janesville 

mewlyweds Melissa and Darren Boeck described what their honey-
moon was like on the island of Eleuthers in the Bahamas as hurricane 
Floyd bared down on the region last week. The Boecks were married 
Sept. 11 in Janesville, and left for their hurricane-shortened honeymoon 
on Sept. 12. They were scheduled to return Sept. 18. The two met each 
other in November 1997 at Victory Bowl in Mankato. After that they 
chatted on the Internet for a few months. Their first official date was 
on April 14, 1998. They announced their engagement on Sept. 8, 1998. 
The couple mutually chose their honeymoon destination in February 
after searching the internet. “I have her three choices: Hawaii, the Ba-
hamas, or Tahiti,” Darren said. The couple chose the Bahamas. 

- -Janesville’s farmers’ market features many items from fresh pro-
duce to homemade jams. Among the treasures to be found at market is 
Maas Farms’ locally grown beef. Ivan and Janice Maas of Janesville 
started offering beef halves and quarters at farmers’ markets last year. 
Now in their second year of attending the markets, Ivan and Janice 
have tailored their products to their customers’ needs offering smaller 
packages and quantities of beef. “We are pleased with how we are 
doing,” Janice said. “We’ve heard good reports and people are coming 
back.” “This year has been a real cofidence builder for us,” Ivan said.

25 Years Ago 
-Minnesota’s bonding bill and a unicameral legislation will be on Gov. 

Jesse Ventura’s mind when it comes to the state’s legislative session next 
February. Ventura’s top goal is to keep the bonding bill small, Tim Penny 
told an audience who gathered recently for the Steele County Association 
of Townships meeting 

-The question of whether or not an overpass or underpass is needed in 
Waseca to assure safety when the Dakota, Minnesota, and Eastern Railroad 
traffic increases was on the mind of Waseca resident, Ron Purcell, at last 
week’s city council meeting.  

-Everybody needs an occupational break now and then from the work-
aday world, and people with disabilities are no exception to the rule. In 
Waseca, individuals who direct Jobs Plus Inc., a government supported 
agency that provides a variety of work experience for physically and men-
tally challenged, but employable people, decided it was time to sponsor a 
conference for their workers.  

50 Years Ago: September 27 

-Excitement and secrets – HOLLY DENDRICKS, Janesville’s 1974 
Homecoming queen, shared a secret with little Julie Jorgenson, flower 
girl for the festivities Thursday night. Miss Hendricks was one of the 
three homecoming queens crowned in the area Thursday night.  

-400 miles from home – ANDY HORUJKO was completing the last 
seven miles of his 400 mile hike this morning to meet Worldwalker 
David Kunst when he arrives in Waseca Oct. 5. He was near Meriden 
this morning at a fast pace waving to passing traffic and grinning from 
ear to ear as his journey was coming to an end. The picture at left shows 
Horujko hiking down the road and the picture at the right is Horujko 
taking a brief moment to rest.  

-New president – SARAH HAWKER and advisor Richard Lundberg 
exchange smiles over their new district positions. Miss Hawker is 
Waseca’s first DECA president.  

75 Years Ago  
-Frank W. Moudry, 54, former Waseca druggist, was elected president of 

the National Association of Retail Druggists at their meeting last week in 
New York. He succeeds Edgar S. Bellis, Bronxville, N.Y. Mr. Moudry, 
chairman of the N.A.R.D. executive committee since 1942, was born in Le 
Center. A linesman on the “Golden Gophers” football team at the University 
of Minnesota, he graduated from the school of Pharmacy in 1913.  

100 Years Ago 
-Because western ewes are hardier and freer from parasites than native 

ewes, they are recommended as foundation stock for the beginner in sheep 
husbandry by Phil A. Anderson of the division of animal husbandry, Uni-
versity Farm. Mr. Anderson explains that sheep that come to the market 
may be divided into two general classes – natives, or sheep of medium or 
long wool breeding, raised on small farms and westerns, or sheep of fine 
wool or Merino breeding, raised under western range conditions.  

-In parts of the state frost has been severe enough to kill all vegetation – 
even the weeds have been in part or wholly destroyed. In still other parts of 
Minnesota Frost will be delayed and plants will continue to grow.  

-Thos. D. Schall, the blind congressman, republican candidate for United 
States Senator, will speak at the court house tonight at 8 ‘o clock. He is one 
of the foremost orators in public life today and the people of this community 
should not miss this opportunity of hearing him.
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13 NORTH EXPRESS LUBE13 NORTH EXPRESS LUBE

WAYNE NELSON
Owner/Operator

1201 North State St.
Waseca, MN 56093

Hours:
MON - FRI

8:30 AM - 6:00 PM
SAT

8:30 AM - 3:00 PM

$3 OFF
ANY SERVICE

WITH THIS COUPON

507-833-7667

• Oil Change • Air Filter 
• Cabin Air Filter • Fuel System Clean

• Serpentine Belt Replacement
• Transmission Fluid Change
• Power Steering Fluid Flush
• Check Engine Light Reset

• Antifreeze Test • Battery Test

NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED!

PIONEER

WASECA COUNTY

SUBSCRIBE 

$59 ........... in Waseca County
$69 ...  in State of Minnesota 
$79 .................. Outside State

Call, EMAIL, or STOP IN OUR OFFICE!
111 WeST ELM AVE, Waseca, MN

(507) 837-6767
news@wasecacountypioneer.com

WASECA’s ONLY LOCALLY 
OWNED & OPERATED

NEWSPAPER!

NEWS FOR LOCALS
BY LOCALS

25 Years back 
●Cole Brody Thompson, son of Jena and David Thompson, was 

brought to the Lord in Holy Baptism on Sunday September 19th at the 
Community Lutheran Church. Brody Richards and Stacey Kubiatowicz 
proudly served as sponsors for little Cole.  

●The Women's Resource Center of Steele County (WRC) will hold 
the 4th annual Walk For Peace on Thursday, September 30, 1999, from 
noon to 7 p.m. at Owatonna Central Park. The Walk For Peace is a com-
munity awareness event sponsored by the WRC to kick off October as 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month. The Walk is designed to provide 
an opportunity for people of all ages from Steele County to show their 
support for a non-violent community.  

 
50 Years Back 

●The Ellendale-Geneva Raiders girls worked themselves into a late 
holiday present by winning the first Ellendale Holiday Tournament Sat-
urday night January 3rd. In their opening game with Emmons the girls 
got off to a sluggish start and trailed Emmons, 7-12, at the end of the 
first quarter. They started to pick up the Tempo in the second quarter and 
managed a 26-26 tie by the half. Then early in the third quarter, the 
Raiders defense took over while at the same time the offense ignited and 
the girls scored 22 points while holding Emmons to just 6 thus, led by 
12 at the end of the quarter, 48-36. Each team scored well in the fourth 
quarter, but Emmons Couldn't overcome the lead and fell to the raiders, 
67-57.  

●Quilting came from the East long, long ago. Nobody knows who 
began it, where it began, nor when. Quilting is also an American craft, 
born out of Womens need to stretch their scarce dollars by using scraps 
of fabric to make bedspreads and at the same time to tell their families 
story and socialize with other women. 

Aspyn Acres Halloween 
Trick or Treat Trail 6 to 
8:30 p.m. Oct. 25 & 26 

A Halloween Trail through the 
Haunted Forest will begin at 6 p.m. 
on Oct. 25 and 26 at Aspyn Acres 
Wildlife Rehabilitation and Farm 
Sanctuary. Suggested entry pay-
ment is $5 per child. Facepainting 
and specialty treats also available. 
Aspyn Acres is at 41251 135th 
Street north of Waseca. 

———————————— 
In a Bind at Indian Is-
land Winery 6 to 8:30 
p.m. Friday, Oct. 25 

The Indian Island Winery will 
host band In a Bind from 6 to 8:30 
p.m. Friday, Oct. 25. This all lady 
trio plays a variety of hit music and 
has been seen all over southern 
Minnesota. 

———————————— 
Halloween Bash at The 
Mill Event Center 8 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 25 

Celebrate a Halloween Bash at 
The Mill Event Center at 8 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 25. Spooky drink spe-
cials, costume contest with cash 
prize and musical guest Johnny 
Holm Band. Tickets are $10. Band 
starts at 9 p.m. 

———————————— 
Great Fall Get-Together 
from 6-9 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 26 

The Waseca Art Center will have 
its biggest event of the year, the 
Great Fall Get-Together from 6-9 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 26. This year 
will be, Midnight in the French 
Quarter. There will be appetizers, a 
full bar, silent auction, games and 
door prizes, photo booth and music 
by Waseca High School Jazz Band, 
costumes encouraged. Tickets are 
$35 in advance, $40 at the door. 
Contact the Waseca Art Center for 
tickets. 

———————————— 

Waseca Area Food Shelf 
“Cornhole for a Cause” 
10 a.m. Nov. 2 

A cornhole tournament, silent 
auction and live performance by 
the Blue Ringers will benefit the 
Waseca Area Food Shelf during an 
all-day event at The Mill in Waseca 
on Nov. 2.  Up to 64 teams will 
compete for cash prizes; entry reg-
istration is a $50 donation to the 
food shelf. 

———————————— 
Waseca State of the City 
address 7 p.m. Nov. 12 

The Waseca “State of the City” 
address will be 7 p.m. on Nov. 12 
at the high school performing arts 
center. Those present will hear 
from Mayor Randy  Zimmerman 
and city manager Carl Sonneberg.  

———————————— 
State of Waseca County 
address 7 p.m. Nov. 19  

The Waseca “State of the 
County” address will begin at 7 
p.m. on Nov. 19 in the high school 
performing arts center. Speakers 
will be county board of commis-
sioners chair Brian Harguth and 
county administrator Michael 
Johnson. 

———————————— 
Farm America  
Presidential Turkey  
Trot Friday, Nov. 29  
at 10 a.m. till noon 

Run off those Thanksgiving cal-
ories with the pardoned presiden-
tial turkeys 5k. Join Farm America 
for a Turkey Trot around our histo-
ric grounds starting at 10 AM and 
meet the newest members of our 
farm family straight off the truck 
from Washington D.C. Cost is $20 
per walker or runner, under 4 is 
free. A t-shir 

———————————— 
“State of Education”  
address 7 p.m. Dec. 10 

The Waseca “State of Educa-
tion” address will begin 7 p.m. on 
Dec. 10 at the high school perform-
ing arts center. The introduction 
will be by board president Dave 
Dunn with superintendent Eric 
Hudspith doing the address. 

■ Briefs 
 from Page 5
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By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

“I dislike the process of selling 
things,” comments Wasecan Lori 
Pommerenke. “But this is more like 
storytelling.” 

Pommerenke is speaking of an up-
coming estate sale scheduled for 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Oct. 11 and 12, at 
which she will be clearing out her 
parents’ possessions so that their 
home can be placed on the market. A 
special feature of this sale is that all 
proceeds will benefit the Waseca 
County Historical Society (WCHS) 
where her mother had a life member-
ship. The WCHS has also taken an 
interest in the range of locally-ac-
quired vintage items that have come 
to light at the estate. 

On day one, Oct. 11, shoppers will 
have the chance to buy items on a 
“no reasonable offer refused” basis. 
On day two, beginning at 9 a.m., they 
may take whatever items they wish, 
giving only the donation of their 
choice in payment. 

“It’s time for this to come to an 
end,” Lori says of the seven years 
and more she has spent sorting 
through, assessing, cleaning and re-
distributing the massive collection of 
possessions her parents had acquired. 

The sale will be at 600 Eighth 
Street Southeast, at a house and al-
leyway outbuilding filled with items 
which belonged to her parents, Glo-
ria and Ray Pommerenke, who lived 
in their Waseca home from just be-
fore their marriage in 1951 until Glo-
ria’s death in 2017. The couple raised 
two daughters who graduated high 
school in the 1970s: Brenda, who has 
lived in the Washington D.C. area for 
nearly four decades, and Lori, who, 
after earning advanced degrees and 
working for the Peace Corps for 
more than two decades, moved back 
to Waseca in 2004 to raise her then-
infant daughter, Rose. 

Asked to supply one word to de-
scribe each of her parents, Lori be-
gins with her father: “He was 
brilliant. He could fix anything.” She 
points to his basement work area, in-
dicating the spaces where an array of 
power tools once allowed him to 
carry out his projects. 

“My mother was…busy,” says 
Pommerenke, choosing her word 
carefully. “She was an excellent, ded-
icated cook, I think partly because 
she loved the social aspect of sharing 
what she had made. 

“For much of her life, the rest of 
the house might be in chaos, but the 
kitchen would be neatly organized.” 

The heartbreaking story of losing 
her father began with the onset of de-
mentia in 1999 which eventually led 
to a stay in an assisted living facility 
until his death in 2013. 

Her mother’s passing at age 90 in 
2019, was a shocking surprise: She 
experienced sudden cardiac failure 
while she was home alone packing 
for an out-of-state trip. Though she 
had been plagued by heart health 
problems, she was still a licensed 
driver and was preparing for a flight 
to Washington D.C. to attend a 
grandson’s wedding. Lori found her 
collapsed and cold at the bottom of 
the basement stairs, still holding 
some of the clothing she apparently 
intended to pack. 

The story has stretched itself ac-
ross an additional seven years be-
cause…well…because things were 
left in a state of…disarray. “My 
mother threw out nothing,” Lori de-
clares, suggesting the foundation for 
that came from both her mother and 
father being born in the 1920s and 
raised in the 1930s. “That generation 
lived with the memory of struggle, 
and having to ‘do without.’ She prob-
ably didn’t want to see it happen 
again.” The results, however, were 
disastrous. 

“You could barely move through 
the house,” Lori recalls. She gestures 
into rooms where items once stood in 
bags, baskets and boxes nearly ceil-
ing high. “There was no rhyme or 
reason to it,” she continues, explain-
ing that hairbrushes, office equip-
ment, dishes, linens and even food 
items such as canned goods would be 
mixed together in the various loca-
tions. 

Of course Lori had known about 
the impassable nature of many rooms 
during her mother’s lifetime, but 
Gloria had rejected all assistance, 
even complaining she “couldn’t find 
things” if Lori did some cleaning 
while her mother was away. 

While the easiest course for emp-
tying out the household might have 
been “simply to haul it all to the 
dump,” Lori says that course went 
against her “sense of responsibility as 
a citizen of the world.” 

As a trained conservation biolo-
gist, she can’t help commenting, 
“Humanity does not benefit from 
piles of rubble. Useful items should 
keep being used, and re-used, then 
recycled, repurposed or composted 
when possible.” 

Her work proceeded with those 
principles in mind. 

When items no longer had any 
practical value, her objective was to 
see them recycled rather than buried 
in a landfill. When they were useful 
but not terribly valuable, she would 
find a person or organization in need 
of them. An example is a several 
boxes of sewing notions, fabric, tape 
measures, pin cushions, sewing 
needles, and the like which she 
boxed up and mailed to a charity.  
More than three tons of scrap metals 
were hauled to recycling from Ray’s 
collections. 

A fairly large collection of song 
sheets, music books and related 
papers was given to the Waseca 

Music Store—the place most of it 
was originally purchased from, Lori 
recalls. Many carloads of books were 
driven to the Twin Cities and given 
to a company called “Better World 
Books,” which markets used publica-
tions online. 

“My friends and I have done ev-
erything we can to disperse the items 
to places where they will be used,” 
she says of the past seven years. “I 
could not have gotten this far without 
help. A small crew of friends vol-
unteered many hours helping me. A 
handful of them will again be helping 
at the sale. 

Countless people offered referrals 
for disposing of specific items. Cus-
tomers and repeat customers pro-
vided the motivational boost for 
continuing to use the slow clean-out 

A Complicated Journey
Estate sale to benefit county historical society

Tami Sens 
Tami Sens is a 1983 graduate of Ja-

nesville High School. She is a 10-
letter winner, with six in track and 
two each in volleyball and basketball. 
Tami was All Area and All-Confer-
ence in volleyball her senior year. In 
basketball she earned those honors 
both Junior and Senior years and 
served as captain of both volleyball 
and basketball teams her Senior year. 
Tami was a valuable member of con-
ference championship teams in vol-
leyball in ‘82, basketball in ‘82 and 
‘83 and track in ‘81 and ‘82. She was 
also a starter on the 1983 girls’ bas-
ketball team that won the district and 
region and went on to place third at 
the state tournament. Tami continued 
her education at Minnesota State Uni-
versity, Mankato, where she played 
volleyball and graduated in 1987. She 
has coached over 20 years in Janes-
ville, River Falls, WI, Lakeville, MN 
and at NRHEG in volleyball, basket-
ball and softball. She also served as 
administrator at JWP and NRHEG 
where she supported the athletics pro-
grams. Tami is retired from education 
and has a daughter and son. 

Paul Roth 
A 1967 graduate of Janesville High 

School. He earned an amazing 14 
letters, 4 each in football, basketball 
and baseball and 2 more in track. He 
earned All-Conference honors in 
football, basketball and baseball and 
provided leadership as team captain 
in each sport as well. His Senior year 

he batted .432 and was Sub-District 
Champ in the low and high hurdles. 
After high school Paul went on the 
Concordia College St. Paul where he 
played football and baseball. There he 
went from lineman to running back 
and earned 2nd team All American 
honors. He also played semi-pro 
baseball during his Concordia years. 
He graduated in 1975 and was in-
ducted into Concordia’s Hall of Fame 
in 2012. He has coached at high 
school and collegiate levels from 
1972 to 2011. During that time 
coaching 10 All Americans and 12 
All-State football players, helping to 
guide 15 players to the NFL and 4 to 
MLB. Paul is married to wife Denise 
and has a daughter and son, all of 
whom are accomplished athletes and 
coaches as well! 

Vicki (Rauchman) Davis 
A 1988 graduate of Janesville High 

School. She is a 10 letter winner, 3 in 
volleyball and softball, 4 letters in 
basketball. She was named to All-
Area teams 8 times. Vicki earned All-
Conference honors 4 times, once in 
volleyball and softball. In her Senior 
year she led the conference in hits and 
tips with 149. In basketball she was 
All-Conference both her Junior and 
Senior years and was one of the 
leaders in scoring, not only on the 
team, but in the Gopher Conference. 
Vicki went on to Mankato State Uni-
versity graduating in 1997. She works 
for the State of Minnesota Depart-
ment of Human Services and is mar-
ried with 2 daughters. 

Sara (Mittelsteadt) Blixt 
A 1991 JWP graduate. A 12-time 

letter winner, 3 letters each in volley-
ball, basketball, softball and track, 
Sara earned All-Conference honors 9 
times, 3 times each in volleyball, bas-

ketball and track. Her Sophomore 
year she led the conference in ace tips 
and hits in volleyball. In Basketball 
she was one of leading scorers in the 
conference, leading the scoring her 
Sophomore and Senior years and sec-
ond in scoring her Junior year. Sara 
was nominated for Minnesota Miss 
Basketball. She attended college at 
University of Wisconsin-Stout grad-
uating in 1996. She currently works 
in business development. Sara is mar-
ried with 3 children. 

Jerry Kapaun 
A 1963 graduate of Janesville High 

School and 7-time letter winner play-
ing football and basketball. He earned 
All-Conference honors his Senior 
year in basketball, but football was 
really his game, as he started on the 
defensive line beginning his Fresh-
man year. He is especially happy to 
be a member of the Golden Bear 
Football team that went undefeated in 
the fall of 1960. Jerry earned All-
Conference in football his Senior year 
as a 195 lb. lineman. His wife Marie 
is deceased. Jerry and Marie have 4 
children and numerous grandchil-
dren. Jerry has been a long-time and 
enthusiastic supporter of Janesville 
and JWP school and athletics. He is 
retired from farming. 

Ted Jewison 
A 1987 graduate of Janesville High 

School and five-time letter winner 
and 5-year varsity starter in wrestling. 
He earned All-Conference honors 2 
years, once at 105 lbs. and again at 
119 lbs. and had 18 individual tour-
nament championships! He was a 
member of the 1986 team that earned 
4th place at the State Tournament. 
Ted qualified for State 4 times and 
earned runner up honors individually 
his senior year. Ted continued his 

education and his wrestling career at 
University of Minnesota – Waseca 
where he also excelled, missing All-
American by one match. Ted is mar-
ried to Julie and they have 4 children. 
He works for Novel Energy Solu-
tions. 

Scott Hendricks 
A 1982 graduate from Janesville 

High lettered 8 times in football, bas-
ketball and track. He was MVP and 
All Conference his Senior year in 
basketball. He earned All-Conference 
honors in track in his last 3 years of 
high school. As a Junior he placed 7th 
at the State track meet clearing 6’-0” 
in the high jump. Scott was All Con-
ference in high jump clearing 6’2” 
and in triple jump going 40’3.5”! He 
competed in 4 events, 110 hurdles, 
pole vault, high jump, and triple jump 
at Sections as a Senior, clearing 6’4” 
in high jump as a personal best. He 
took 4th place in the triple jump and 
5th place in the high jump that year at 
State! Scott went on to compete at 
Mankato State in track for 1 year. He 
completed his education at Mankato 
Technical College in 1987. He is mar-
ried to DeAnna. They have 3 chil-
dren. Scott works as an IT 
Administrator and lives in Colorado. 

John Donahue 
A six-time letter winner, graduated 

from Janesville High in 1982. He par-
ticipated in football, but really made 
his mark in track and field. John set 
long standing records in both the 
110m and 300m high hurdles. He was 
All-Conference in the 110m hurdles 

his Senior year, placed 1st in both 
long jump and hurdles in the District, 
1st in the long jump at Regions before 
going on to compete at the State meet 
in both triple jump and long jump. He 
was 6th place finisher in the long 
jump at State his Senior year. John 
continued his education at Mankato 
State. He is married to wife Debora 
and is retired. 

Christal Armendariz 
A 1985 graduate of Janesville High 

School and participated in girls’ bas-
ketball, but she specialized in track. 
A seven-time letter winner, she first 
earned All-Conference honors as an 
8th grader running the 3200m race. 
She owned the 1600 and 800m runs 
during her high school career topping 
the district all 4 years and taking first 
place in the region her as a Junior and 

Senior, taking 3rd in State her Sen-
ior year. She went on to run at Mank-
ato State University and had a 
personal record of 2:12:23 in the 
800m. Christal especially enjoyed the 
camaraderie that sports provided and 
credits athletics in helping develop 
her leadership skills. 

1996 JWP Boys Basketball Team 
1996 was obviously a very good 

year! The JWP Boys Basketball Team 
had an overall record of 25-5 for the 
year earned the guys 5th place at the 
State Tournament! 

Team members: Josh Berndt, Andy 
Dimmel, Dustin Dimmel, Brent Fury, 
Travis Hinze, David Jewison,  Dan 
Kapaun, Bryan Kelling, Tanner 
Schuldt, Tim Sheeren, Justin Stankey, 

Clint Westphal, Jared Ziemke, Josh 
Ziemke, Jake Zimmerman.  

Coaches Dave Tonolli and George 
Tuvey, Ritchie Johnson.  

Managers: Dan Jorgeson, John 
Schultz.  

Stats: Laura (Burmeister) Francis, 
Amy (Gessner) Hanson, Amy 
Schweim.  

Cheer Team: Jessica (Attenberger) 
Rinehart, Heidi (Bartelt) Johnson, 
Katie (Kruse) Engel, Tennelle Pon-
gratz, Jill (Schmidt) Moreland, Becky 
(St. John) White, Missy (Struck) Staf-
ford, Jessie (Witts) Courtney. 

1996 JWP Wrestling Team 
The 1996 JWP Wrestling Team 

who took 5th at the State Wrestling 
Tournament! 

Team members: Bill Adams, Jeff 
Adams, Bob Beelow, Chris Bjornson, 
Ben Blegen, Dave Carleton, Aaron 
Duenes, Mike Fasnacht, Dana Gos-
tomczik, Trent Gunsolus, Ben Ise-
brand, Joe Johnson, Jake Kaiser, Jay 
Kopischke, Quentin McCarthy, 
Adam Roesler, James Sack.  

Coaches: Mike Niemczyk, Gary 
von Holtum, Bruce Manthe, Tim 
Oelke.  

Statistics: Chrissy (Adams) Karth, 
Mandi (Barbknecht) Kopischke, 
Kelly Schwictenberg, Tannis Stein-
berg  

Cheer team: Jessica (Attenberger) 
Rinehart, Heidi (Bartelt) Johnson, 
Katie (Kruse) Engel, Tennelle Pon-
gratz, Jill (Schmidt) Moreland, Becky 
(St. John) White, Missy (Struck) Staf-
ford, Jessie (Witts) Courtney. 

■ JWP 
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The Waseca County Historical Society will benefit from the final estate sale being held October 
11 and 12 to find "good homes" for the belongings of Gloria and Ray Pommerenke. Their daughter 
Lori has spent more than seven years gradually sorting through their lifelong accumulations. 

Journey continued on 9 Gloria and Ray Pommerenke as they looked shortly after 
their marriage in 1951.
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Brian Wright and Muray Gustafson

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

In honor of Memorial Day, vol-
unteers from the Waseca American 
Legion and the Waseca VFW work 
together to raise a long line of flags 
at both Woodville and Calvary cem-
eteries; the annual display is known 
as the “Avenue of the Flags.” Kevin 
Dickie, a member of “Sons of the 
American Legion” and of the Memo-
rial Day program planning commit-
tee, remembers the unpleasant 
surprise he encountered in May. He 
and others had placed well over 100 
flags in their mounts at Calvary. He 
went to check on the flags after an 
overnight storm: Quite a few had 
been damaged. 

“There were 18 flags on the 
ground. We were able to save most of 
them, but a few had to be retired. Fif-
teen flags were blown over but not 
quite touching the ground. Some had 
bent pipes and other damages.” 
Dickie made some calls. He and 

some fellow volunteers were able to 
return the display to its intended ap-
pearance. The storm caused more 
than $3,800 in damage. Said Dickie, 
“We already had replacements for ev-
erything, but that still leaves us vul-
nerable if it happens again.” 

A fundraiser breakfast the morning 
of Sunday, Sept. 29, at the American 
Legion raised money to purchase re-
placement supplies for the Avenue of 
the Flags. The event was co-spon-
sored by the Sons of the American 
Legion and Legion Auxiliary. Mary 
Jo Knudsen and Mike Anderson were 
the ticket sellers at the door. Said 
Knudsen, “It’s been steady all morn-
ing, so far we’ve had 200 people 
come through the door.” As she said 
this, Sacred Heart Church was finish-
ing its 10 a.m. mass and the Legion 
was planning on getting another rush. 
On the menu were unlimited pan-
cakes, eggs, biscuits & gravy, sau-
sage, milk, orange juice and coffee. 

The Avenue of Flags was initially 

established as part of the celebration 
of the United States' Bicentennial in 
1976 at the request of a visitor. The 
56 flags placed at each cemetery rep-
resent the 50 states, one district, three 
territories, and two commonwealths 
of the United States of America.  “All 
of the damaged flags are disposed of 
with honor and respect,” said Dickie 
of the storm. Legion representatives 
also retire flags for anyone who has 
faded or damaged colors. Cindy 
Dickie, wife to Kevin for the past 47 
years, said about retiring the flags, 
“We get a hundred or so every year to 
take care of.” 

The VFW also helps with the Ave-

nue of Flags, and also receives flags 
in need of honorable retirement: the 
two organizations work together; all 
the labor is donated by members of 
the Legion or VFW. Despite the ex-
cessive damage at Woodville Ceme-
tery, only one flag was damaged at 
Calvary Cemetery. 

The Avenue of the Flags has been 
a veteran organization tradition in 
Waseca County for decades. Flags 
are put in place prior to Memorial 
Day and kept flying until after July 4. 
On every pole is a small plaque with 
the name of a service member or of 
the person who donated the flag.

Waseca American 
Legion Avenue of 
Flags Fundraiser

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

Ward House Brewery at 308 
South State Street in Waseca was 
getting a head start on Waseca’s 
October 3 community-wide “beers 
and brats” by starting on Saturday, 
Sept. 28. Tables were set up out-
side and German music was play-
ing, Oktoberfest seemed well 
underway. 

For every other tavern or saloon 
in Waseca, Beers and Brat Night 
will be Thursday, Oct. 3. But Ward 
House was getting an early start. 
Owners John and Edita Mansfield 
were making sure they got their 
beers and brats available ahead of 
time. Said Mansfield, “Why not? 
It’s the end of summer, the begin-
ning of harvest.” Along with food 
and drinks were games like 
Hammer Stump, derived from the 
German word Hammerschlagen. 
Nails are pounded into a stump; 
each player has to drink beer and 
try to hammer the nails in. There’s 
nothing more fun than giving 
people who have been drinking 
beer a hammer and watching them 
use it. 

Mansfield himself was dressed 
in very dapper, light brown leder-
hosen. His German hat had a 
feather fresh from the German 
Black Forest and his shirt was an 
authentic, blue and white check-
ered button up. His wife dressed 
like a German maiden would fit 
right in if she were in the movie 
“The Sound of Music.” John and 
Edita moved to Waseca from West 
St. Paul. As of September 28, they 
have been married for 28 years.  
They didn’t have any family in the 
area, but have blossomed as a 

family themselves. John said some 
of his children are working at 
Ward House which makes them a 
thriving family business. 

Mansfield, a brewmaster with 
16 different beers on tap has been 
a Waseca resident for 9 years. He’s 
had his brewery for 7 years and it’s 
been in its current location, the 
former train depot along South 
State Street, for the past 2 years. 
Besides dressing up like a Ger-
man, Mansfield is also hosting a 
Best Dressed Contest, a Stein 
Holding contest and of course 
Hammer Stump. Prizes range from 
a new stein to three-packs of beer. 

John claimed he and Edita had 
planned their move to Waseca to 
be a quiet one, but, he said, “When 
you show up to church with six 
kids it’s hard to keep quiet about 
it.” The whole family attends 
Sacred Heart Church. No stranger 
to charity, Mansfield said, “We do-
nate a portion of everything we 
make back to the community.” 
Amon the causes he supports, he 
says, are the Waseca Art Center, 
numerous cancer funds, and the 
local food shelf. 

There are five part-time people 
employed in the pizzeria and five 
part-time employees in the brew-
ery. Mansfield says he has no 
plans to leave, “As long as we 
enjoy the support of our local 
community, we’re happy to be 
here.” Beside beers and brats in 
autumn, Ward House Brewery is 
also home to Pepito’s Pizzeria 
year-round, great pizza with great 
atmosphere. For dine in or take out 
go to https://wardhousebrewery-
waseca.com/, or you can call them 
at 507-571-0718.

Ward House  
Oktoberfest  
enjoys early start

million in funding from the federal 
government for needed infrastruc-
ture. “We need to bring as much tax 
money back into our community,” he 
said.  

Question 3 - As mayor, what spe-
cific strategies and plans will you 
implement to mitigate the city’s is-
sues with flooding and improve 
our sewer management systems? 
Furthermore, what immediate and 
long-term actions will you take to 
address the environmental con-
cerns related to sewage discharge 
into Clear Lake, ensuring that our 
community’s waterways are safe 
for both residents and wildlife?  

Zimmerman said the city needs to 
seek resources from the state and 
federal government by creating part-
nerships with the county and state 
legislators. He claimed processes to 
do that are already underway. 

Madson said these are year long 
problems and he  “would have to see 
everything to know where it all 
stands.”  

Question 4 - What qualities and 
life experiences most qualify you 
for the position of mayor?  

Madson said he has had to learn to 
walk three times. This taught him 
how to work through adversity, he 
said.  

Zimmerman cited his education, a 
bachelor’s degree in construction 
management and a minor in business 
administration; along with his time 
on the school board, time as mayor, 
service to church and community as 
well as his time as a coach of youth 
athletics.  

Question 5 - This question was 
unique for both candidates. 

Zimmerman - If you are con-
victed of felony perjury or a lesser 
crime, should you remain in of-
fice? Why or why not? 

“According to my attorney, it 
doesn’t disqualify me from running 
for office,” Zimmerman answered. 
“That decision would be left to the 
voters. 

“Those voters know where I’m at, 
where my heart is; what my inten-

tions are,” he continued. “I have a 
$300,000 house sitting in town. 
That’s all I have to say about that.”  

Madson - With current Coun-
cilor Jeremy Conrath being your 
cousin and Ward 2 candidate Gary 
Conrath being your uncle; can you 
please speak to how, in the event 
that all of you are on council to-
gether, you will keep yourselves 
from violating open meeting or se-
rial meeting laws? 

“When we get together family 
wise, we try to be family and not talk 
about work or politics,” Madson an-
swered. “A lot of the family doesn’t 
agree.” 

Question 6 - What strategies do 
you propose to foster economic 
growth that benefits residents spe-
cifically when it comes to job crea-
tion and supporting local 
business?  

Madson said he would like to talk 
to and cooperate with businesses in 
order to help.  

Zimmeran cited numerous missed 
opportunities. “One employer offer-
ing 300 jobs was not able to come 
here because we didn’t have the in-
frastructure in place,” he said. “If we 
had done the work eight to ten years 
ago, we would have had a different 
discussion.”  

Zimmerman said providing 
needed infrastructure is the first and 
foremost need. 

Following an intermission, the fol-
lowing questions were submitted 
from the audience. 

Question 7 -  In past years dis-
cussion has been brought about of 
bringing a joint Waseca sheriff 
and Waseca police department. 
How do you feel about it? Is it 
worth pursuing? 

Both candidates said the depart-
ments would need to be in agreement 
for the city to consider pursuing 
something like this. As well, both 
said public safety was a priority and 
that they were both interested in lis-
tening to a proposal, if one were to 
come forward.  

Question 8 - How do you pro-
pose to deal with absentee land-
lords who leave buildings vacant? 
In general, how does the city deal 
with vacant storefronts and build-
ings? How should the city ap-
proach this? 

Madson said the city should work 

with them and be open to ideas to 
help make business districts more 
presentable.  

Zimmerman said stricter and more 
consistent code enforcements could 
be used to hold people accountable.  

Question 9 - Clear and Loon 
Lakes: Are there any plans to deal 
with pollution in the city’s two 
lakes? 

Zimmerman again cited the need 
for further infrastructure and infras-
tructure funding. He said the Gaiter 
Lake project opens up an option for 
a large retention pond to divert storm 
water and alleviate a lot of water 
problems in town.  

Madson agreed but said the city 
couldn’t raise taxes to do so.  

Zimmerman also referenced, after-
wards, that the county weed har-
vester on Clear Lake has made a dent 
in pollution problems. The county re-
cently spoke to the council and re-
quested the city consider helping 
fund the weed harvesting program 
going forward. To date, the city has 
not indicated whether it is in favor of 
or against sharing funding. 

Question 10 - The city of Waseca 
has most recently devoted time 
and energy discussion to the 
Gaiter Lake circumstance. Where 
do you stand and see the best pos-
sible solutions to the Gaiter Lake 
situation?  

“There’s no certainty that it (the 
lots) will sell,” Madson answered. 
“I’m not saying it wouldn’t be good 
later on. Without bringing anything 
here other than an empty lot, there’s 
no real reason [to pursue the project]. 

“We take away farm and land and 
income from farmers with no certain 
income,” Madson continued.  

“I am absolutely in favor of devel-
oping Gaiter Lake,” Zimmerman 
stated. “And everywhere else we can 
make something happen.” 

Zimmerman said the current city-
owned property is valued at 
$600,000. Once developed, he said it 
will be worth $24 million.  

“What will that do for our tax 
base?” Zimmerman asked. “Invest-
ment by the city will be about $1 mil-
lion and be paid for in less than 10 
years…You can say you want 
growth, but do you,  if you don’t sup-
port growth?” 

Madson said he likes growth, but 
other places in Waseca are already 

developed.  
“It's simple math,” Zimmerman 

retorted. “No one gets a return on 
their investment before their invest-
ment. There is always a risk in-
volved.” 

Question 11 - Speed limits in and 
around the city of Waseca. This 
one is about the area beyond Wal-
mart on Highway 13. How best do 
you think a mayor should facilitate 
this kind of decision? What would 
you do as a mayor to go about 
making a decision to change some-
thing like that - traffic, speed or 
something else? How should the 
mayor lead in that decision pro-
cess?  

Zimmerman referenced the Min-
nesota Department of Transportation 
(MnDOT) report shared with the city 
council last year which pointed to no 
need to change the speed limit sign. 
The report included a presentation 
more than 30 minutes long from 
MnDot, one which no Waseca coun-
cil members present disagreed with 
at the time.  

Both Zimmerman and Madson 
agreed it would be safer to change 
the speed limit at the intersection.  

The decision ultimately, lies with 
MnDot, which has already stated its 
intention to leave it as is.  

Closing statements  
Madson referenced his youth and 

stated he would be a middleman be-
tween younger and older generations 
on the council. “I am running for the 
office to be a spokesperson, to grow 
the community.” 

Zimmerman thanked everyone 
present, again. He said he is serious 
about alleviating the high tax rate, 
sharing that the tax rate has dropped 
from 92% 3-4 years ago to 78%.  

He said creating good relation-
ships and partnerships with state 
legislators is crucial to Waseca’s 
growth.  

“Those that know me, know where 
I’m at,” Zimmerman concluded. 
“Growth and continue the work 
we’ve done. If you don’t want 
growth, I’m not your guy.” 

The evening's debate is viewable 
at the chamber’s website, youtube 
page along with the Waseca High 
School’s website.  

The next Waseca Debate will be 
between candidates for 19B, set for 
7 p.m. Tuesday, October 8.  

■ Debate 
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John and Edita Mansfield celebrating Oktoberfest on Sat-
urday, Sept. 28, 2024 at Ward House Brewery. 

Mary Jo Knudsen sells tickets during the Sept. 29 breakfast 
which raised money for the annual May and June "Avenue of the 
Flags" displays at Woodville and Calvary cemeteries. 

                                  Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

JANESVILLE JOURNAL -
JWP has received its food service 
through Taher Foods in the past 
few years. However, with several 
complaints about meal choices, 
food quality, and, at times, running 
out of food, the district decided to 
bring in a different provider. 
Lunchtime Solutions is a food 
service company based in South 
Dakota and serving districts in 
Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, Ne-
braska and South Dakota. They are 
smaller than Taher, and focus spe-
cifically on K-12 schools while 
other providers may also provide 
colleges, universities, and nursing 
homes.  

Representing them is area direc-
tor Brian Wright, whose area in-
cludes JWP, Zumbrota-Mazeppa 
and Lake City. In his thirteenth 
year with Lunchtime Solutions, 
Wright has worked his way up in 
the food service industry; his first 
job in the field was as a dish-
washer.  “I’m very fortunate to be 
where I am,” he said.  

Muray Gustafson will run the 

JWP food service program on a 
more local level. Gustafson has 
worked in the JWP food service 
department on and on staff since 
2017; she also has two children 
who attend JWP.  

“We are very lucky to have Mrs. 
Gustafson as our director here,” 
Wright said. “She has plenty of 
community and staff support, and 
that’s extremely valuable.”  

While everyone is excited to 
start the school year, it’s been a 
journey for both JWP and Lunch-
time Solutions to get to this point. 
“Each district has its own life and 
way of doing things,” Wright ex-
plained. “At times, it can be diffi-
cult to change from one company 
to another, even if there are simi-
larities due to government regula-
tions.”  

Staff uncertainty is one part of 
the transition Wright highlighted 
as the most difficult. “We focus on 
establishing relationships right 
away and establishing ourselves as 
part of the community and school 
district.” 

Lunchtime Solutions 
to serve at JWP

process. It takes a village to slowly 
dismantle what two people col-
lected.” 

When items were soiled, she 
cleaned them, taking “hundreds of 
loads” of fabrics home to be washed, 
since the dryer in her mother’s house 
had not been functioning for some 
time. The good news? “I will still be 
using the cleaning supplies and laun-
dry detergent I collected from among 
her things for some time to come,” 
comments Lori with a laugh. 

Ten times or more over the past 
few years, she has set out an “Estate 
Sale” sign and brought the public in 
to consider taking some of “Gloria’s 
Vintage and Ray’s Leftovers” home 
for their own use. The sales have 
been successful and helpful. Lori 
tells the story of one shopper who 

was interested in a vintage toy box. 
Lori offered it to her for free, but de-
clined to let the box leave unless—
also at no cost—the customer took 
the toys inside it. 

“I can say without exaggeration 
that most of my customers got more 
than they bargained for,” jokes Lori. 

The process of sorting, cleaning, 
and then seeking “homes” for her 
parents’ belongings has been a gen-
uine journey, Lori points out. One 
moment of heartwarming nostalgia 
came when she found a jacket she re-
membered wearing as a child. “It just 
washed over me, how much I used to 
like that jacket, and how I felt when 
I would wear it,” she recalls. In her 
parents’ bedroom she came across a 
small figurine of a bullfighter; she 
recognized it immediately because 
her father had shared the story often 
of how, at age 6, he had traveled with 
his parents to the western United 
Sates and even into Mexico—where 
his parents had bought him the bull-
fighter as a souvenir. 

Also among the items were boxes 
and boxes of cards and letters, many 
of them with surprising return ad-
dresses. “My parents’ generation 
came of age, and then they went off 
to war,” she points out. “Mother 
must have written to her friends and 
classmates prolifically, because they 
wrote back to her.” Though Lori says 
she is still making her way through 
the letters, she has found some to be 
profound for their observations about 
traveling halfway across the world to 
fight in a war. 

There were moments of sheer sur-
prise. In one attic storage space Lori 
came across a bag which had clearly 
been given to visitors at the 1948 
Minnesota State Fair. Inside were 
pamphlets, pencils, and all the other 
sorts of gifts frequently given away 
by vendors. “It had been there all that 
time, unused, undisturbed,” com-
ments Lori. 

In her mothers’ closet were “nylon 
stockings” from the 1950s—the sort 
which had a seam up the back, 

reached to the wearers’ thighs, and 
had to be held in place with a garter. 

The heartwarming moments and 
surprises have continued at the sales 
Lori has held so far. “I truly enjoy 
hearing people’s reactions to the 
items,” she comments. “They share 
their memories of similar items, ex-
plain why they want to buy things, 
and tell me how they’re going to use 
them.” 

That last part—“use them”—is 
music to Lori’s ears, since that’s 
what the journey has been about. 

“It’s going to be a busy, hectic pair 
of days,” Lori says of Oct. 11 and 12. 
“But there are three things that will 
make it worth it. First, the money 
will go to benefit the Historical So-
ciety. Second, the items will be going 
to people who will appreciate them 
and use them as they’re intended. 

“And third, this long journey—
taken on out of my love and respect 
for my parents, and my desire to see 
their legacy handled in a responsible 
way—will be over.” 

■ Journey 
 from Page 8
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What do Smokey the 
Bear & Norm Eckart 

have in common?

They’re both 
turning 80!

Come help Norm celebrate!
October 4th, 5pm-9pm, at the 

Waseca American Legion
Your Presence is your gift!

REAL ESTATE 
TAXES DUE 

To avoid payment of penalty, 2nd Half Real 

Estate Taxes must be paid on or before 

           October 15, 2024 
Make Checks Payable To: 

WASECA COUNTY 
 

Open weekdays 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Use drop box (located north side of courthouse) 

Pay on-line at www.wasecacounty.gov 

or postmark by due date 

PO Box 47, Waseca MN 56093 

 

MISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUY MISCELLANEOUS
I BUY OLD MUSIC 

and concert posters, movie post-

ers, lobby cards and photos, and 

pre-1970 comic books. 213/944-9601

s t r e e t s o f 2 0 2 4 @ g m a i l . c o m

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 

up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 

the snow fl ies.. Call Dan 612/720-2142

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution fo� any-

one who struggles on the stairs, 

is concerned about a fall or wants to 

regain access to their entire home. 

Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506 

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-

prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-

line installation and service. Now featur-

ing our FREE shower package and $1600 

Off  for a limited time! Call today! Financ-

ing available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882 

GET DISH 

satellite TV + internet! Free install, free 

HD-DVR upgrade, 80,000 on-demand 

movies, plus limited time up to $600 

in gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309 

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 

assist the blind and visually 

impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 

vehicle pickup and secure a generous 

tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 

the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! 

LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-

blocking gutter protection. Schedule a 

FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 

off  entire purchase. Plus 10% senior & 

military discounts. Call 833/489-0260 

BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just 

$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 

low price! Call today and get the latest 

iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621 

Go to HMauction.com for more details or call 800-801-4502

Matt Maring Lic# 25-28 | 507-951-8354 
Kevin Maring Lic# 25-70 | 507-271-6280
Adam Engen Lic# 25-93 | 507-213-0647

Bill Hilton Lic# 50-24 | 507-279-9600
Andrew Hamilton Lic# 50-128 | 507-438-6693

ONLINE RETIREMENT
AUCTION

TOM AND SUE TRNKA
Bidding Opens: Monday September 30, 2024, 8:00AM

Bidding Starts Closing: Tuesday October 8, 2024, 10:00AM 

Auction Location: 13701 Bagley Ave, Faribault MN 55021

~ JD 35D Mini Excavator, Haulmark 
Trailer, Camper ~

*** JD 35D Mini Excavator, 2296 Hrs, 12” Rubber Tracks, 23” Bucket, 

Hyd. Thumb *** 2011 Haulmark Tandem Axle Enclosed Trl, V-Front, 

14’ x 84”, Ladder Rack ***2002 Coachman Catalina Bumper Hitch 

Travel Trailer, 2 Slide Outs

~ 550 Gal. Fuel Tank, Good Power Tools 
& Hand Tools ~

*** 550 Gal. Fuel Tank, 20GPM Pump *** Power Matic 26 Shaper 

With Power Feed 5hp., 3 Phase *** 5 Head Molding Machine, 3 

Phase *** Delta Shaper 1 Phase *** Upright Air Compressor *** 

DeWalt Cordless Trim Nailer, Framing Nailer *** DeWalt Model DC 

Wet/Dry Vac *** Truss Gusset Press *** DeWalt Transit & Tripod 

*** Rockwell Hand Held Planner *** Delta Bench Top Planner *** 

Stanley Air Nailer *** Bench Top Tile Saw *** Pneumatic 2.5 hp., 

Gal Air Compressor ***  Saws, Drills, Grinders, Sanders *** Titan 

Capspray Paint Sprayer With Hose *** Capspray 9100 HVLP Paint 

Sprayer With Hose *** Many Fiberglass Ladders *** Hand Tools 

*** Saw Horses *** Log Chains, Chain Binders, Come Along *** 

Jet Bender *** Handled Tools *** 220 Volt Hanging Electric Heater 

*** Pole Saw *** (2) 500lb Lift Tables On Casters *** Electric Power 

Cords *** Lubester *** Scaffolding *** 20’ Aluminum Plank *** 

New Gen 4 Side Molder, Model 5230, 230 Volt, 3 Phase *** 

~ Collectables ~
*** Milk Cans *** Antique Pot Belly Stove *** John Deere Pedal 

Tractor 30 Series *** Red Wing Crocks *** Antique Light Fixture 

Shades *** Canning Jars *** Many Nice Old Solid Wooden Doors *** 

Antique Furniture ***

Payment & Pickup Date: Wednesday October 9, 2024 From 9:00AM-4:00PM
Terms: Cash Check, All Major Credit Cards, 10% Buyers Fee On All Items With A 

Cap of $1000.00, All Sales Selling As- Is Where-Is

Inspection Date: Friday October 4, 2024, 
10:00AM-4:00PM

This Is Only A Partial listing – Visit online at www.hmauction.com

HAMILTON-MARING
Auction Group

NOTICE 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

WASECA COUNTY LEASE OF PUBLIC LANDS 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Waseca County is soliciting bids for the lease of public land located in the Southeast 
Quarter of Section 5 and the Northeast Quarter of Section 8, Otisco Township, Waseca County.  The land is located 
northeast and south of the Solid Waste and Recycling Center on parcels 080050300 and 080080200.  The proposed 
leased property consists of four (4) sub-parcels totaling 112 tillable acres, more or less. 

Bids will be received at the office of the County Engineer, located at 1495 5th St SE, PO Box 487, Waseca, MN 56093, 
until 3:00 pm, Friday October 25, 2024.  Bids may be submitted in-person, by US Mail, or by email to 
jim.kollar@wasecacounty.gov.  Bid forms and other pertinent information, including maps and the draft lease 
agreement, are available at the Office of the County Engineer, at the Solid Waste & Recycling Center located at 31080 
State Hwy 13, Waseca, or by email request to jim.kollar@wasecacounty.gov or tammie.bramer@wasecacounty.gov. 

Consideration of the bids and award of a lease agreement will be made by the Waseca County Board of Commissioners 
at their regular meeting held at 300 North State Street, Waseca, MN 56093 on November 5, 2024, at 9:30 am.  The 
Waseca County Board of Commissioners reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to waive defects. 

Jim Kollar, PE, Waseca County Public Works Director/County Engineer 

SUBSCRIBE 

$59 ........... in Waseca County
$69 ...  in State of Minnesota 
$79 .................. Outside State

Call, EMAIL, or STOP IN OUR OFFICE!
111 WeST ELM AVE, Waseca, MN

(507) 837-6767
news@wasecacountypioneer.com

WASECA’s ONLY LOCALLY OWNED 
and OPERATED NEWSPAPER!

NEWS FOR LOCALS
BY LOCALS

PIONEER

WASECA COUNTY
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Got news? 
507-837-6767

We are accepting 
applications for:

1 bedroom apartments
Income guidelines apply

Vouchers accepted

2 bedroom & 3 bedroom 
Rent based on income

Professionally managed by:

SUMMIT
ON SECOND

APARTMENTS
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL

507-201-3474

Johnson  
APARTMENTS 

507-456-9514 
Operating in 

Waseca, Steele, 
Freeborn  
Counties 

johnsonrents.com

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1  Burger nite 5-

7pm 
2  6pm  
BAR Bingo 

3  7pm HALL 
BINGO 

4  MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 6:30pm 

5 

6 7 8  Burger nite 5-
7pm 

9  6pm  
BAR Bingo 

10  7pm HALL 
BINGO 

11  MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 6:30pm 

12 

13  ALL YOU can 
EAT Breakfast VFW 
8:00am –Noon Your 
Host Waseca Fu-
sion Volley Ball  

14  7 pm Post 
& AUX. Meet-
ing 

15  Burger nite 5-
7pm 

16  6pm  
BAR Bingo 

17  7pm HALL 
BINGO 

18  WALLEYE  
or SHRIMP 
DINNER 5:30 
to 7pm 

19 

20 21 22  Burger nite 5-
7pm 

23  6pm  
BAR Bingo 

24  7pm HALL 
BINGO 

25  MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 6:30pm 

26 

27  ALL YOU can 
EAT Breakfast VFW 
8:00am –Noon Your  
Host Waseca Cho-
rale 

28 29  Burger nite 5-
7pm 

30  6pm  
BAR Bingo 

31  7pm HALL 
BINGO 

  

SWEET SOMMERS VFW POST 1642 
October 2024 

HOURS OF OPERATION 
SUN.– MON. CLOSED 
TUE.– WED.-3pm to 11pm Tue. Is Lady’s nite 2 for one-Men Busch light $2.50 from 4 to 6pm. 
THUR.—1pm to 11pm 
FRI.– SAT.-11am to 1 am 
POST & AUX MEETING 7pm club open 6pm MEMBERS only. Mn. Gambling license number 00385 

: Mon. Oct 7, 2024 
: Mon. Oct 7, 2024 

NEW LISTING

215 N State St., Waseca, MN

507-835-8116
info@waseca-realty.com
www.waseca-realty.com

Chuck Huebl
Broker

Joe Glynn
Broker 

Kellie Roessler 
Moseley

Executive 
Assistant

Jenny 

Goodlander
Agent

Traci Schuch
Agent

300 2nd Ave
Pemberton, MN
3 bed – 1 bath

$109,900

PRICE IM
PROVEMENT

• We’ll Lead You Home •

5 LOTS FOR 
SALE

Very nice large building lots 
on the edge of Janesville. 

Nice country view with 5 lots 
available. Get them before 

they are gone and build your 
new home today!

xxx N West Street, 
Janesvile, MN
$57,500 ea

2-bd, 1-bth home w/ basement 
family room & large deck in a 

peaceful setting in Otisco.

29067 132nd ST
Waseca, MN

$150,000

108 N Main
Janesville, MN
Commercial 

$99,900

NEW LISTING

1208 State St S
Waseca, MN

$305,000

Restaurant & Bar
204 1st Ave

Pemberton, MN
$310,000

117 2nd ST NE•$75,000
2 Prime downtown lots sold 
together! Ideal for o�ces, 
retail space, or co昀ee shop.

616 S State St
Waseca, MN

$29,900

PRICE IM
PROVEMENT

NEW LISTING

FALL LUNCHEON

CHRIST THE KING 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
309 6th Street NE
Waseca, MN 56093
507-835-9176
www.ctkwaseca.org

BAKED POTATO BAR
with DELICIOUS TOPPINGS
  & DESSERT!

$8 
per person

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11TH

11:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

WOMEN OF 
THE WORD 

(WOW)
Proceeds will go to Missions.  
A drawing will be held for a 
mission quilt that has been 

donated by the CtK Quilters.
Supplemental funds provided 

by Thrivent

Get your news in the Pioneer 
• news@wasecacountypioneer.com
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By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

When prolific wide receiver Ryan
Kronnbach set the Janesville-
Waldorf-Pemberton football school
record for most receiving yards in a
game last fall, most people figured it
would stand for a while.

It didn’t.
Caleb Quast totaled 183 receiving

yards on four catches as the
Bulldogs pulled away from St.
Clair/Mankato Loyola 53-34 in
Saturday afternoon’s game in
Janesville. Kronbach had 181 yards
in a game last year.

For the Bulldogs, it was a much-
welcomed victory after starting the

season 0-4.
“I've been impressed with how the

players stuck with it, especially after
starting 0-4,” said second-year JWP
head coach Ryan Luedtke. “They
have remained focused at practice,
and willing to put in the work to
continue to get better. I'm excited to
see how they finish the rest of the
season!”

The game was close in the first
half, with SC/ML holding a 7-6 edge
after one period. The Bulldogs
exploded for 20 second-quarter
points, highlighted by a 65-yard
scoring run by Lucas Morsching and
a 50-yard pass to Quast from
Daulton Bauer. The duo hooked up

in the third quarter for 35 yards and
in the fourth for 84.

Morsching finished with 171
yards rushing on 22 carries, while
Bauer went 9-for-13 for 255 yards
and no interceptions.

The Bulldogs outgained the visi-
tors 469-362 in total yards.

The Bulldogs will look for win
No. 2 this Friday as they host United
South Central at 7 p.m. They play at
NRHEG Oct. 10 and conclude the
regular season Oct. 16 at winless
Medford.

JWP 53, St. Clair/Loyola 34
SCL                     7      13      8       6 — 34
JWP                     6     20      13     14 —53

First Quarter
JWP — Lucas Morsching 15 run (Kick

blocked
SCL — Austin Ward 35 pass from Preston

Grams (Max Wilson kick)
Second Quarter

SCL — Ward 16 pass from Grams
(Wilson kick)

JWP — Chase Gerdts 5 run (Pass failed)
JWP — Morsching 65 run (Run failed)
SCL — Winkler 19 run (Kick blocked)
JWP — Caleb Quast 50 pass from

Daulton Bauer (Landon Johnson pass from
D.Bauer)

Third Quarter
JWP — Quast 35 pass from D.Bauer

(Pass failed)
JWP — Morsching 7 run (Ethan Born

kick)
SCL — Huntly Lentz 3 run (Ward pass

from Grams)
Fourth Quarter

JWP — Quast 84 pass from D.Bauer
(Born kick)

SCL — Grams 25 run (Run failed)
JWP — D.Bauer 4 run (Born kick)

SCL           JWP
Total plays                         54              44
First downs                         4              11
Rushing Yds.                  31-173          214
Passing                         11-22-0       9-13-1
Passing Yds.                      189           255
Total Yds.                         362            469
Third Down                      5-11           3-6
Fourth Down                     0-0            0-2
Fumbles lost                       1-0           1-0
Turnovers                           1                0
Penalties                            10-86        6-77
Punts-Avg.                        5-19.0      1-48.0
Time of poss.                    17:37        30:23

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

Rushing – JWP: Morsching 22-171;
Gerdts 7-32; D.Bauer 2-14; Others 1 —3;
SCL: Lentz 22-47; Chase Bade 7-45; Avery
Anderson 1-30; Grams 8-25; Ward 1-9;
Charles Rother 2-6; Jon Pierce 1 —3

Passing – JWP: D.Bauer 9-13-0, 255;
SCL: Grams 11-22-0, 189

Receiving — JWP: Quast 4-183; Johnson
4-43; Gavin Bauer 1-29; Gerdts 1-0 2-42;
SCL: Ward 5-115; Hunter Winkler 4-40;
Lentz 3-29; Brody McClinton 1-5

JWP Defense – Quast 2 assists; Rocco
Scholl 1 tackle, 2A; Davien Weis 1T, 2A, 1/2
sack; Gavin Marineko 1T, 1A; Michael
Walker 1T, 2A; Parker Geariety 1T; Tyson
Johnson 1T; G.Bauer 1A; Johnson 1A; Isaiah
Berndt 1T; Born 1T, 8A; Jaxon Wolff 1T;
Gerdts 4T; Morsching 3T, 10A; Peyton
O’Brien 1T, 2A; Jaxon Miller 2T, 4A, 1/2
sack; Luke Cahill 1T; Aidan Rider 3T; Zach
Blasing 1A; Yale Johnson 1A; Max Davis 1T,
1A; Jason Wheelock 1T

First-year head coach Krissy
Plonske and the Waseca High
School volleyball team have sur-
prised a lot of people this season.

The St. James Saints are the lat-
est.

The Bluejays hosted the Saints
last Tuesday and won 3-0 at
Waseca. Game scores were 25-11,
25-11, 25-23.

“It was a very slow moving
game,” said Plonske. “But we just
went point by point.”

Siri Kuhns led the Bluejays with
21 set assists. Ellie Hoehn had nine
kills and 12 digs, Kendall Bowers
15 digs and Aliyah Taylor four
blocks.

The win improved the Bluejays
to 5-1 in the Big South East and
13-6 overall.

The Bluejays play tonight at
7:15 at Blue Earth Area and Oct. 8
at Belle Plaine at 7:15. They host
LCWM Oct. 10 and open the sec-
tion tournament Oct. 21.

The WEM/JWP girls’ cross coun-
try team finished first among six
schools in last week’s Grizzly Pie
Invitational.

WEM/JWP places and times:
MaKenzie Westphal, third, 22:06.9;
Onikia Herme, eighth, 23:36.6;
Madeline Hoehn, 18th, 25:38;
Kwynn Krause, 20th, 25:48.4;
Madalyn Miller, 22nd, 26:04.9;

Emma Huelsnitz, 23rd, 26:25.6;
Abby Crosby, 27th, 28:05.1. The
race was won by Sophie Stencel of
Maple River in 19:48.9.

The Grizzly boys were six among
six schools. Places and times:
Teagan Mulder, fifth, 19:36.1;
Alexander Kleve, seventh, 19:57.6;
Auston Holicky, 32nd, 24:19.2;
Jaxon Hilley, 38th, 24:51.9;

Maddox Moreno, 44th, 26:32.2. The
winner was Caisen Hollerich of
Maple River in 18:23.2.

United South Central/Alden-
Conger won the boys’ meet.

The Grizzlies run today at Waseca
and OCt. 8 at Oak View Golf Course
near Freeborn.

Aerial assault: Quast sets school record in JWP win

The Waseca High School girls’ tennis team defeated
the Rochester Lourdes Eagles 6-1 in Waseca on
Tuesday. The JV won 4-0.

Singles winners were Takya Schoenrock, Vivian
Mader and Maddy Benson, with doubles victories by
Mia Kanewischer and Addie Pfeifer, Paige Dufault and

Ava Miller, and Layla Keith and Kennedy Lynch.
The previous day, the Bluejays topped Cannon Falls

5-2 while the JV tied 3-3.
Waseca (12-4) closed the regular season at Winona

Cotter Tuesday.

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

On their first offensive possession
last Friday, the NRHEG High
School football team went three-
and-out, then allowed a touchdown
and two-point conversion to visiting
Medford.

It was not a sign of things to
come.

The Panthers shut out the Tigers
the rest of the way on their way to a
43-8 Homecoming victory, their
third consecutive triumph after start-
ing the season 0-2.

“It was a slow start,” said
Panthers coach Marc Kruger. “Once
we settled down and got into a
groove, we did very well. Our
offense moved the ball very well
and our defense shut down Medford
after the first drive. I’m very proud
of this team and how well we are
playing.”

After spotting the young Tigers a
touchdown, the Panthers scored
twice in the second quarter, on a 20-
yard pass from Alden Dobberstein to
Owen Bartlett and a 24-yard run by
Dobberstein. Harbor Cromwell ran
for the two-point conversion after
the touchdown pass.

The Panthers piled it on in the
second quarter, scoring on a two-
yard run by Cromwell, a 59-yard
scamper by Ryan Schlaak and a 15-

yard run by Cromwell.
It was 43-8 at halftime.
NRHEG ran for 190 yards and

Dobberstein threw for 90, going 4-
for-5 with no interceptions. They
had 11 first downs.

The Tigers, meanwhile, were held
to 24 yards rushing and 18 passing,
totaling four first downs.

Schlaak was the Panthers’ rushing
leader with 77 yards on three car-
ries. Cromwell fan for 51,
Dobberstein for 38.

Four players caught one pass
apiece.

Schlaak led the defense with three
tackles. Wyatt Larson recovered a
fumble.

The Panthers play Friday at
WEM, Oct. 10 at home against JWP
and conclude the regular season Oct.
16 at USC. The section tournament
starts Oct. 22.

NRHEG 43, Medford 8

MED                   8       0        0       0 — 8
NRHEG             14      29       0       0 — 43

First Quarter
MED — 2 run (two-point conversion suc-

cessful)
NRHEG — Owen Bartlett 20 pass from

Alden Dobberstein (Harbor Cromwell run)
NRHEG — Alden Dobberstein 24 run

(Kick failed)
Second Quarter

NRHEG — Cromwell 2 run (Bartlett run)
NRHEG — Ryan Schlaak 59 run (two-

point conversion successful)
NRHEG — Cromwell 15 run (Kick

failed)
NRHEG — Dobberstein 30 run

(Conversion failed)
Third Quarter

No scoring
Fourth Quarter

No scoring

MED       NRHEG
Total plays                         15              24
First downs                         4              11
Rushing Yds.                      24            190
Passing                         3-16-0        4-5-0
Passing Yds.                      18             90
Total Yds.                         42            280
Third Down                      1-3           1-2
Fourth Down                     0-0            0-0
Fumbles lost                       1-1           0-0

Turnovers                           1                0
Penalties                            0-0         3-15

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing – NRHEG: R.Schlaak 3-77;

Cromwell 7-51; Dobberstein 6-38; Rest of
team 1-24; MED: No. 88 2-4; C.Hayes 1-3;
Rest of team 31-70

Passing – NRHEG: Dobberstein 4-5-0,
90; MED: 3-16-0, 18

Receiving — NRHEG: Bartlett 1-20;
R.Schlaak 1-16; Cromwell 1-0; Rest of team
1-54; MED: 3-18

NRHEG Defense – R.Schlaak 3 tackles;
Bartlett 2 tackles, 1 TFL; Cole Hutchens 2
tackles; J.Brouwers 1 tackle; C.Martens 1
tackle; Wyatt Larson 1 fumble rec.; Rest of
team 4 tackles

Panthers put it
all together for
Homecoming

BIG WIN — After a slow start, the NRHEG football team dominated Medford 43-8 in last Friday’s Homecoming game. At left,
Jordan Brouwers (54) and Jase Knudson (80) pressure the quarterback. At right, Alden Dobberstein (6) runs behind the blocking
of Carter Martens (51). In the background is Jace Ihrke (57).                                                               Pioneer photos by Eli Lutgens

Winding down regular season, WHS
volleyball team sweeps St. James

KuhnsBowers

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

The NRHEG High School cross country runners were
at Janesville’s Prairie Ridge Golf Course last Thursday
for the annual Grizzly Pie Invitational.

Jacob Karl, the lone NRHEG boy to compete, fin-
ished second overall with a time of 18:23 for 5,000
meters. Caisen Hollerich, a sophomore from Maple
River, won it in 18:23.2.

United South Central/Alden-Conger finished first as a
team with 60 points, followed by Randolph, Blooming
Prairie, Blue Earth Area, Medford and host WEM/JWP.

“Jacob ran a strong race,” said NRHEG coach Larry
Nydegger. “He and Hollerich pulled away from the pack
early and battled the entire distance.”

Julieann Wobbrock, an eighth-grader, continued to
lead the Panther girls, taking fourth in 22:11.2.
Following for NRHEG were Ella Jeno, 13th, 24:04.8;
Sierra Misgen, 2th, 28:10.9; Amelia Duryee, 40th,
29:32; and Holly Bartness, 43rd, 31:11. Maple River
freshman Sophia Stencel finished first, clocking
19:48.9.

“Julieann wound up in fourth place behind a strong
group of runners from the area, Stencel, Gloria
Hernandez (Blooming Prairie 2nd : 21.50), and
MaKenzie Westphal (WEM/JWP 3rd: 22.06).

As a team, the girls finished fourth out of six teams
with 87 points. WEM/JWP won with 43, Blue Earth
Area totaled 74, Randolph 80, Medford 105 and
USC/Alden-Conger 116.

“Jacob and Juliann continue to perform at a high
level,” said Nydegger. “Homecoming queen candidate
Sierra Misgen met her goal for this meet by improving
on her personal-best time this season.”

The top five finishers received their choice of a pie. A
cookie went to all sixth to 15th-place runners.

The Panthers will return to Prairie Ridge for the
Gopher Conference meet Oct. 15.

“I am excited to see how our runners’ times improve
as the temperatures start to cool down,” said Nydegger.

The Panthers’ next race is today at 4 p.m. at the
Waseca Invitational. They run Tuesday at 4:30 at Oak
View Golf Course near Freeborn.

Panthers take home baked goods

WHS tennis girls improve to 12-4 with two wins

Grizzly girls finish first in annual Pie Invitational

BLUEJAY FOOTBALLBLUEJAY  FOOTBALL 

Kellen Klinger
 As Quarterback, Kellen led the Bluejay 

o!ense which delivered a whopping 489 
o!ensive yards in their win over Jordan.
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Football
South Central - White

Conf.   Ov.
Waseca 2-0 4-1-0
Albert Lea 1-1 1-4-0
Jordan 1-1 1-4-0
Tri-City United 0-1 1-4-0
Belle Plaine 0-1 1-4-0

South Central - Red
Conf.    Ov.

Fairmont 2-0 5-0-0
Marshall 1-0 4-1-0
Worthington 1-1 1-4-0
St. Peter 0-1 3-2-0
New Ulm 0-2 3-2-0

Mid Southeast - West
Norwood Young America 5-0
Lester Prairie 4-1
Randolph 4-1
WEM 4-1
Cleveland 3-2
NRHEG 3-2
Gibbon-Fairfax-Winthrop 2-3
United South Central 2-3
JWP 1-4
Mayer Lutheran 1-4
St. Clair/Loyola 1-4
Medford 0-5

Class 3A Minnesota Football
Ratings

Compiled by Star Tribune
As of Sept. 30, 2024

1. Stewartville 5-0
2. Dassel-Cokato 5-0
3. Fairmont 5-0
4. Pequot Lakes 5-0
5. Albany 5-0
6. Waseca 4-1
7. Fergus Falls 5-0
8. Morris Area/CA 5-0
9. Holy Family 4-2
10. Pine Island 4-1

Volleyball
Big South East

Conf.     Ov.
Belle Plaine 4-0 9-4-0
Waseca 5-1 13-6-0
St. Peter 2-1 14-6-0
Tri-City United 2-2 8-5-0
Triton 2-1 11-5-0
Blue Earth Area 1-3 3-10-1
Fairmont 1-3 3-10-0
New Ulm 1-4 2-16-0
St. James Area 0-2 2-8-0

Big South West
Conf.     Ov.

Marshall 6-0 16-4-0
Redwood Valley 3-1 15-5-0
Jackson Co. Cen. 3-2 5-8-0
Windom 3-2 11-3-0
Worthington 1-310-10-0
Luverne 0-4 5-13-0
Pipestone 0-4 3-14-0

Gopher Conference
Conf.      Ov.

Kenyon-Wan. 5-1 9-5-0
Bethlehem Ac. 4-1 6-6-0
WEM 4-2 12-7-0
NRHEG 3-2 8-7-0
Triton 2-1 11-5-0
JWP 2-2 9-7-1
Medford 2-1 7-8-0
United So. Central 2-2 10-5-1
Hayfield 2-3 2-9-0
Randolph 0-3 4-5-0
Blooming Prairie 0-6 3-13-2

Boys’ Soccer
Big South Black Division

Conf.       Ov.
New Ulm 6-0-0 11-2-0
Tri-City United 2-2-1 9-4-2
St. Peter 2-3-12 6-6-2
Waseca 0-5-0 2-10-1

Big South Gold Division
Conf.       Ov.

Marshall 5-1-0 10-2-2
Worthington 5-1-1 9-4-4
Fairmont 1-4-1 3-7-3
Wings United 0-5-1 3-10-1

Girls’ Soccer
Big South Black Division

Conf.       Ov.
St. Peter 5-0-1 9-2-3
Waseca 3-1-1 8-2-2
New Ulm 2-4-0 6-8-1
Tri-City United 0-5-0 2-12-1

Big South Gold Division
Conf.       Ov.

Fairmont 6-0-0 12-2-1
Marshall 4-2-0 6-7-1
Worthington 1-5-0 2-12-0
Wings United 1-5-0 1-12-1

Girls’ Tennis
Big South Conference East

W-L
St.Peter 6-0
Blue Earth 5-1
Waseca 3-3
Fairmont 3-3
Belle Plaine 3-3
Tri- City United 1-5
New Ulm 0-6

Usually, when you peruse the
results for the Waseca High School
cross country teams, you have to go
down the list a bit to locate the top
Bluejay placewinner.

Not this time.
He is a Bluejay.
Waseca senior Isaac Feldkamp

captured first place for the boys in
last Thursday’s Zumbrota-
Mazeppa/Kenyon Wanamingo
Invitational.

It led the boys to third place out of
10 teams with 101 points, behind
Rochester Century’s 51 and
Faribault’s 64. Also competing were
Rochester Lourdes, Byron, Austin
Pacelli, Pine Island, Goodhue,
ZMKW and Wabasha Kellogg.

Feldkamp won the 5,000-meter
race with a time of 17:07.8.
Following for Waseca were Tristan
Godwin, fifth, 17:53.4; Tyler
Jellum, 23rd, 18:56.6; Tanner

Hanson, 31st, 19:23.3; Wyatt Hager,
32nd, 19:27.7; and seventh-grader
Luke Feldkamp, 43rd, 20:08.6.

The Waseca girls also finished in
third with the same score as the
boys, 101. Rochester Century was
first with 51, Faribault second at 64.
Ten teams scored.

Waseca places and times for 5,000
meters: Callie Dufault, fifth,
20:11.3; Ellie Kopischke, 10th,
20:44.2; Maren Schimmins, 16th,

21:06.3; Jenna Yoder, 32nd,
22:18.4; Taylor Markeson, 39th,
22:45.2; Quinn Yoder, 41st, 22:56.4.

Finishing first was Anna Peikert
of Rochester Lourdes in 19:26.6.

Waseca’s Megan Tegmeier won
the girls’ junior varsity 5,000-meter
race. Camilla Staloch was second in
the girls’ two-mile, Leah Wilson
third. I.Feldkamp Godwin

Feldkamp first, WHS CC teams 3rd at Zumbrota

Sitting in second.
That’s what the Waseca High

School girls’ soccer team is doing.
The Bluejays ran their overall

record to 8-2-2, 3-1-1 in the Big
South Clnference Black Division,
after falling 5-0 at Byron, defeating
Wings United 4-1 at Madelia, beat-
ing New Ulm 5-2 and tying Black
Division leader St. Peter 2-2 on the
WHS field. St. Peter is 5-0-1 in the
conference, 9-2-3 overall.

The WHS boys, meanwhile,
found the victory colum for the sec-
ond time this season with a 2-1 vic-
tory at Red Wing. The Bluejays lost
4-1 at St. Peter and 2-1 to Red
Wing. Their record stands at 2-10-1
for the season and 0-5-0 in confer-
ence play.

The section tournament starts
Oct. 8 for both squads. 

WHS soccer
girls sitting in
second place
Section tourney
starts Oct. 8

HERE COME THE BLUEJAYS — Members of the Waseca High School girls’ soccer team are introduced prior to a recent game.
Among those pictured are Rylee Schaeffer (17), Reese Rodriguez (10), Gabby Lopez (13), Hope Nelson (4).   Photos by Debbie Rodriguez

BIG SAVE — At left, Waseca goaltender Ella Bulfer makes a diving save against TCU earlier this season. At right, Camila Marquez (8) works against defenders.                                                                      

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

It was a jam-packed Homecoming
week for the NRHEG High School
volleyball team, and it was a bois-
terous environment as the Panthers
traveled to Blooming Prairie last
Thursday for a rare matinee match.

The Panthers were obviously not
distracted, winning 3-1, with game
scores of 25-22, 18-25, 25-15 and
25-18.

“It was a great and loud environ-
ment as Blooming Prairie had their
student body in attendance, as well
as some from NRHEG,” said
Panthers coach Bethany Tennis.
“The girls played well, executing
the skills they needed in order to get
the win.”

Individual statistics for NRHEG:
Gabby Schlaak 14 kills, 5 digs, 1 set
assist, 1 ace 1 block; Camryn
VanMaldeghem 9K, 11D, 1SA, 2B;
Anika Ladlie 2K, 2B; Mallory
Schlinger 5D, 1A; Izley Boerner
7D, 2A; Nora Flatness 1D, 1B;
Addy Stadheim 2K, 6D, 33SA, 4A,
2B; Chloie Riewer 6D, 1SA; Chloe
Stork 3K, 5B; Meela Budach 6K,
1D, 2B.

“We are always looking to
improve our consistency throughout
the sets and maintain both the ener-
gy and skill level that we know we

are capable of,” said Coach Tennis.
“In the huddle today, the girls knew
that we had a tough battle with com-
munication ahead of us, but we had
leaders that stepped up to that chal-
lenge. Our win over Blooming
Prairie will hopefully carry into this
weekend as we take on multiple
schools in a tournament at TCU.”

There, the Panthers tied Glencoe-

Silver Lake 1-1, defeated Fairmont
2-0 and lost 2-1 to LCWM.

Last Monday, the Panthers hosted
Jordan in a non-conference match
and lost 3-0 in New Richland. The
Hubmen won 25-13, 25-12, 25-21.

“I give credit to Jordan as they
have a strong program and execute
their skills well,” said Tennis.
“Overall, the girls played well, but

just made unforced errors that
allowed Jordan to pull ahead. We
had many moments of greatness
throughout all three sets. Moving
forward, we need to control the con-
trollables on our side of the net and
play with more cohesiveness.”

Individually: Schlaak 8K, 5D,
1SA, 1B; VanMaldeghem 6K 7D,
1A, 5B; Ladlie 4K, 3D, 5B;

Schlinger 4D, 2 SA; Boerner 1D,
1SA, 2A; Stadheim 5K, 7D, 19SA,
1A, 3B; Riewer 5D, 1SA; Stork 4B;
Budach 2K, 2D.

The Panthers, 3-2 in the confer-
ence and 7-8 overall, play tonight at
7:15 at JWP and Tuesday at home
against Kenyon-Wanamingo at 7:15.

NRHEG
spikers
prevail at
Blooming

CONTROLLING THE ACTION — At left, the Panthers’ Gabby Schlaak (1) smacks a spike during a Gopher Conference match at
Blooming Prairie last week. At right, Adalyn Stadheim executes a bump. The Panthers won 3-1.

Photos by Johnnie Phillips, Steele County Times
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By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

The Jordan Hubmen showed they
can move the football effectively
and put points on the scoreboard.

The Waseca Bluejays showed
they can do it a little better.

After yielding a touchdown on
the final play of the first half, the
Jays were tied 21-21 at halftime of
last Friday’s Homecoming game.

For the Hubmen, that was all she
wrote.

The Bluejays pulled away in the
second half and came away with a
38-21 victory, their fourth consecu-
tive win.

“The crowd was great and the
atmosphere was dynamic,” said
Bluejays head coach Brad
Wendland. “What a fun high school
game. The best part about
Homecoming is how it brings the
community together.”

It turned into a record-setting
night for the Bluejays as freshman
quarterback Kellen Klinger started
his first varsity game and the
Russell brothers, Damarius and
Deron, showed they may be the best
wide receiving tandem in the state.

In the second half, the Waseca
defense was stellar, shutting down
Jordan.

School records set:
• Klinger, 365 yards passing,

breaking John Hoffman’s previous
mark of 360 vs. South St. Paul in
1994.

• Klinger, 28 pass completions,
eclipsing the record of 19 set by
Hoffman in 1994 against South St.
Paul and Cody Schmidt in 1995 vs.
Fairmont.

• Damarius Russell, pass recep-
tions in a game, 16, beating the old
record of 12 by Joe Glynn in 1971.

• Damarius Russell, 45 pass
receptions in one season (after only
five games), surpassing the previ-
ous mark of 43 by Malik
Willingham in 2018.

Klinger, who made his first varsi-
ty start because Carson Ohnstad
was inelible for the game, finished
28-for-35 passing with no intercep-
tions. He was also the Bluejays’
leading rusher with 72 yards on 20
carries.

“Kellen came into a tough posi-
tion for his first start and he handled
it unbelievably well,” said
Wendland. “He is a very poised
young man with a calm demeanor
who processes information at a very
high rate. He also has a great arm
and is a very tough young man. We
are excited to have Carson back this
week. He is such a huge part of our
team and a great player. We’ll figure
out how the parts fit together as we
go through the week.”

Damarius Russell finished with
211 receiving yards and a touch-
down. Deron caught eight passes for
96 yards and two touchdowns.

“Darius and Deron are very spe-
cial players, undoubtedly among the

best of the state,”
said Wendland.

After spotting
the Hubmen
seven points on a
61-yard run in the
opening period,
the Bluejays
appeared to take
control in the sec-
ond on touch-
downs by Micah
Allen-Haas, Ethan Hiuller and
Damarius Russell, but Jordan some-
how scored on a 39-yard pass as the
first half clock expired.

It was all Bluejays in the second
half, with Owen Rupe kicking a
field goal in the third quarter and
Klinger tossing two short touch-
down passes to Deron Russell in the
fourth.

The Bluejays outgained the
Hubmen 366-137 in total yards,
with most of Jordan’s coming in the
first half. 

The Bluejays travel to
Montgomery this Friday to face Tri-
City United. Kickoff is at 7 p.m.

Waseca 38, Jordan 21
JOR                   7      14        0      0 — 21
WAS                  0      21        3    14 — 38

First Quarter
JOR — Mason Adamek 61 run (Braxton

Roberts kick)
Second Quarter

WAS — Micah Allen-Haas 2 run (Owen
Rupe kick)

JOR — Noah Salzwedel 49 pass from
Graham Helgerson (Roberts kick)

WAS — Ethan Hiller 21 pass from Kellen
Klinger (Rupe kick)

WAS — Damarius Russell 16 pass from
Klinger (Rupe kick)

JOR — Owen Halvorson 39 pass from
Helgerson (Roberts kick)

Third Quarter
WAS — Rupe field goal

Fourth Quarter
WAS — Deron Russell 7 pass from

Klinger (Rupe kick)
WAS — De.Russell 8 pass from Klinger

(Rupe kick)

JOR              WAS
First downs                       11                 22
Rushing                      27-141          37-113
Passing                         8-17-0       28-35-0
Passing Yds.                     137             366
Total Yds.                         278             479
Turnovers                           0                 0
Penalties                          4-45            8-55

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing – WAS: Klinger 20-72; Bennett

Ludwig 11-22; Allen-Haas 5-20; Jett Rohl 1
—1; JOR: Adamek 10-119; Lane Schmitt 9-
19; Owen Maloney 1-3; Helgerson 7-0

Passing – WAS: Klinger 28-35-0, 366;
JOR: Helgerson 8-17, 137

Receiving — WAS: Da.Russell 16-211;
Deron Russell 8-96; Hiller 2-29; William
Mansfield 1-16; Ludwig 1-14; JOR:
Salzwedel 3-61; Halvorson 1-39; Mitchell
Schmidt 2-19; Hunter Sherette 1-11; Adamek
1-7

Waseca Defense – Cyrett Long 2 tackles,
1 assist; Da.Russell 1A; Hiller 2A; Kolyten
Quillen 2T, 3A; De.Russell 2T; Max Wirtz
1T; Mansfield 2T; Allen-Haas 6T, 1 sack;
Kyle McGuire 1T, 1A; Tauston Rupe 6T, 7A,
1 fumble rec.; Brady McKenna 2T, 1A, 1S;
Lucas Selthun 2A; Brandyn Jascha 1A;
Julius Oviedo 1A; Max Howard 1T, 2A;
Malachi Noble rec. on-side kick
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Bluejays blow past
Jordan in 2nd half
Klinger, Russell set school records

Da.Russell

RECORD-SETTING NIGHT — It was a record-setting night for the Bluejays’ Damarius Russell (3), above making a one-handed
catch, and freshman quarterback Kellen Klinger (15), below right. Below left, Micah Allen-Haas scores a first-half touchdown.

Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens

BIG PLAYS — Above, Deron Russell (7) turns it up field after
on eof his eight catches. Below, William Mansfield gains extra
yards after hauling in a pass against Jordan last Friday.



Pioneer Thursday, October 3, 2024 15                                                                                                                                                                             Thursday, October 3, 2024   1

Welding & Machine
�������	�
��
���������������
��������
�
��������
������������������������
����������������� ��
!���"

#$�%&�'�()'�($
�� ��
!�� ����*���� ����

102 South Main St
Waldorf, MN 56091
PH: (507) 239-2166
FX: (507) 239-2249

Commercial, agricultural and personal banking

WALDORF

O’Brien
TAX & ACCOUNTING

Matt O’Brien
212 15th Avenue NE

Suite 1040
Waseca, MN 56093

Ph: 507-201-3820
Fax: 507-201-3822

email: matt@wmnta.comwww.guardiannrg.com

AMERICAN MADE 
FARMER OWNED

2201 STATE STREET NORTH
(HWY 13 N), WASECA, MN 56093
www.GRANDSTAYHOSPITALITY.com

507.835.0022
866.936.STAY

Scorpion Den
Self Defense
& TRAINING 

Robert Tackett
661-616-7026

101 State St South, Waseca MN 
The RED Alley Door

The

200 2nd Street NE
Waseca, MN 56093
PH: (507) 835-4220
FX: (507) 835-7751

Commercial, agricultural and personal banking

!"#$%"

1101 North State Street
Waseca, Minnesota

507-835-4000

Antiques, furniture, decorative 
finds – vintage and new! Stop in 
and find your perfect treasure!

Open Tues - Sat, 10 -5!

Tyler Huber
Beck’s Hybrid Dealer

(507) 461-3756
corncountryseedco@gmail.com

beckshybrids.com

NEED 
SEED?

We b s i t e :   d a y d r e a m va c a t i o n s b y j a n . c o m
F B  p a g e :  f a c e b o o k . c o m / D a y d r e a m Va c a t i o n s b y J a n

Background
I am a Certified Leisure 
Travel Specialist with  
extensive destination 

experience in many places 
throughout the world!

Services
• Adventure Travel

• Leisure Travel
• All Inclusive
• Group Travel

• Romance Travel
• Cruise & River Travel
• International Travel

Passion
I want you to be completely 

happy with your travel 
experience! If you have 
questions about me, my 
services, or even need 

travel tips, get in touch!

No Worry Travel!

TIMOTHY LOONAN AGENCY
Office: 507-835-5070
Fax: 507-835-5071

Cell/Text: 507-382-4528 
tloonan@farmersagent.com

MN Producer LIC 17881

 Matthew R. Petsinger Agency, LLC 
 Matthew Petsinger, Agent 

 Waseca, MN 
 teampetsinger@amfam.com 

 mrpagencyllc.com 
American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 
S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 5/23 – 22773682

CALL (507) 835-2770 FOR A 
NO-OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE.

INSURE CAREFULLY, 
DREAM FEARLESSLY. 
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Waseca High School Homecoming • Friday, Sept. 27, 2024

Photos by Jim Lutgens and Waseca High School Yearbook
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707 South State St • Waseca MN

507-835-3900

 (507) 267-3962
 1381 State St. S

Waseca, MN
M-F.........8 AM - 5 PM
Sat-Sun ......... Closed

(507) 835-9111
info@iWealth4me.com

213 15th Ave NE
Waseca, MN 56093

Helping you reach financial 
independence!

JAY’S
AUTO

SERVICE

JAY LONGENEKER
507-380-6359

228 3rd Ave N, Waldorf, MN 56091
jaysautoserviceinc@gmail.com

OWNER

INC

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610
teschservice@mediacombb.net

REALTOR
507-371-7064 

jodiethompson@edinarealty.com
jodiethompson.edinarealty.com

Jodie Thompson

Daniel J.
Johnson
���������	
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115 North State Street, Waseca
(507) 201-2484   

Always Here To Help!
Local & Loyal, Buy & Sell – & we know the area!

We can show anyone’s listing! BLAIN NELSON
Owner/Realtor
(507) 837-9851
BlainNelson1@gmail.com

# 1  i n  t h e  W o r l d

Did You Know...?

-

Call Grant (641) 590-1293
for a Free Estimate!

BEFORE AFTER

16629 368 Ave., Waseca, MN • primepolysolutions.com

Raise It, Don’t Replace It!

Hours: 
Sat-Sun
Closed
M-F
8 AM-5 PM

715 S State St, 
Waseca, MN 

(507) 835-8615

LUTCF, FICF, FIC 
Financial Associate 

201 2nd St NE,  
Waseca, MN 56093 

DIANE BECKMANN

Kevin W. Walter, CRPC®

Financial Advisor

An Ameriprise Financial franchise

203 2nd St NE 
Waseca, MN 56093-2903
T: 507.835.7080 
C: 507.521.1360 
F: 507.835.7082
kevin.x.walter@ampf.com 
ameripriseadvisors.com/kevin.x.walter
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