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It’s time again for the annual 
Waseca Sleigh and Cutter Iden-
tify Frosty event. This year’s 
event is the 27th installment of 
the annual contest. 

Who is Frosty? 
Identify FROSTY and win 

some cash! Prize money totaling 
$1,500.00 is waiting to be won. 
FROSTY is a Waseca County 
resident chosen to be an ambas-
sador for the Waseca Sleigh & 
Cutter Festival. Follow the clues 
and guess FROSTY’S name. 

Grand prize is $300.00. If you 
are at the official unmasking at 
the Star Fire Event Center at 
8:30 p.m., on Friday, February 
21, 2025, you will win an ad-
ditional $50.00. First correct 
guess from Janesville, New 
Richland and Waseca wins 
$150.00; and if you are at the un-
masking, you will win an ad-
ditional $50.00. Only five names 
will be drawn for $100 – must be 
present. Five names win $50.00 
– attendance is not necessary. 

Contest rules 
1. Clues are published by the 

Waseca County News and Face-
book; Waseca County Pioneer; 
NRHEG Star Eagle; Waseca 
Chamber of Commerce; and 
KOWZ/KRUE radio.  

2. One guess allowed each 
week. 

3. Each entry must have a 
name and complete address. 
Entries without complete in-
formation will not be entered. 

4. Entrants must live in 
Waseca County and be over 18 
years of age. 

5. If there are multiple correct 
guesses, a drawing will be made 
to determine the winner.  

6. If there are no correct 
guesses, a drawing will be made 

Identify  
Frosty  
for share 
of $1,500

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

About 25 community leaders and 
advocates met the morning of Feb. 
12 to collaborate regarding the ways 
the city and county of Waseca can 
work together toward shared eco-
nomic progress. Present for the dis-
cussion was a combination of people 
from the fields of business, govern-
ment, and civic organizations; nearly 
all are also members of the economic 
development authority (EDA) for 
either the city or county of Waseca. 

City EDA president Ann Staloch 
opened the meeting stating the local 
region has many strengths, and sug-

gesting those assets could be better 
leveraged if area agencies work to-
gether and share resources. 

The joint meeting was requested 
by the city EDA, whose spokesman 
was city planner Jon Froke. Joining 
him as co-facilitator was county 
community development coordinator 
Tina Wilson. 

Wilson reported on two projects 
already underway. One is a work-
force development center, to be con-
structed using mostly federal grant 
money in the lower floor of the 
county public services building at 
1100 W. Elm Avenue in Waseca. 
Another, a program dubbed “For-

ward,” provides resources for area 
students as they consider their future 
career paths, making sure the infor-
mation includes local options which 
might encourage them to stay in their 
home communities. 

After preliminary introductions, an 
open discussion addressed ways 
shared resources could help advance 
common goals. Among topics 
touched on are the reasons some 
businesses have chosen not to locate 

in the region and what area agencies 
can do to overcome those reasons. 

Among strengths named during 
the conversation were the quality of 
life in area communities and strong 
access to available land, transporta-
tion, and, along the Highway 14 cor-
ridor at least, power. A shortage of 
available housing and the city’s lim-
ited infrastructure for delivering 
water and sewage disposal for any 
large facilities were mentioned as 
barriers. 

City manager Carl Sonnenberg 

City, county discuss economic progress
      WASECA COUNTY              

COMMISSIONERS

A recent meeting included members of both the city and county "economic development authority" groups. One purpose of the 
gathering was to begin finding ways all area communities can work together to encourage businesses to locate their new devel-
opment within the county.                 Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

Sleigh and Cutter

The Waseca Sleigh and Cutter Festival medallion hunt has concluded. In the first iteration of the hunt, the medallion was found 
by Jeremy Sikel, above left, at Loon Lake Park. In the spirit of the 75th anniversary, the medallion was hidden again and discovered 
last week in some bulrushes on the path at Loon Lake by Jadyn Harty, Molly Zak and Aidan Haslip.

JWP Snow Week

Janesville-Waldorf-
Pemberton snow week 
concluded last week 
with crowning of 
Brielle Bure and Eric 
Daschner. Members of 
the court are pictured 
above and include: for 
the ladies: Queen Bure, 
Madeline Hoehn, Pres-
ley James, Ella Stenger 
and Claire Walz. For 
the men: King Dasch-
ner, Isaac Gahlon, 
Derek Gustafson, 
Carter Hoehn and Eli 
Rolfson. The evenings 
prince and princess 
were Ayla Morsching 
and Eddie Roesler. 

Meeting continued on 4 Frosty continued on 6

To him be the glory 
both now and to the 
day of eternity.    

  2 Peter 3:18

A word from 
The Word

Mother Daughter 
Book Club Waseca 
Public Library  
Thursday Feb. 20 

There will be a Mother 
Daughter Book Club at the 
Waseca Public Library at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 20. Geared for 
girls in grades 3-6. 

———————————— 
Lunch and Learn 
event at Minnwest 
Bank Thur., Feb. 20 

There will be a Lunch and 
Learn event at Minnwest Bank, 
200 2nd Street NE Waseca, at 
noon, Thursday, Feb. 20. Learn 
the ABCs of insurance, A= Af-
fordability, B= Best coverage 
needed, C= Connect with an 
agent. Register at info@waseca-
chamber.com, or call the 
Chamber at 507-835-3260, must 
RSVP to attend. 

———————————— 
Drawing Club at  
Janesville Library  
on Thur., Feb. 20 

There will be a Drawing Club 
at the Janesville Public Library 
at 4 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 20. 
This is for children ages 10-18. 
This month the focus will be 
how to draw different types of 
mushrooms. 

———————————— 
Knights of Columbus 
Burger Fry at the  
Legion Friday, Feb. 21 

The Waseca American Legion 
will host a burger Fry for the 
Knights of Columbus from 5:30-
7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 21. $10 for a 
hamburger or fish sandwich with 
fries. 

———————————— 
Sons Glow Dance at 
the Central Building 
Friday, Feb. 21 

The Waseca Community Edu-
cation departments sponsoring a 
Mother-Son Glow Dance at the 
Central Building in Waseca from 
6:30-8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 21. The 
first son is $22, each additional 
son $12. Tickets are available 
online 

———————————— 
Chris Brooks Band 
will perform at  
Starfire Event Center  
Friday, Feb. 21 

The Starfire Event Center will 
host the Chris Brooks Band from 
7-10 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 21. 
They perform a combination of 
danceable, current and classic 
country radio hits. This is part of 
the Sleigh and Cutter Festival. 

———————————— 
Waseca Sleigh and 
Cutter Parade at noon 
in downtown Waseca  
Saturday, Feb. 22 

The Waseca Sleigh and Cutter 
parade route begins at the county 
fairgrounds at about noon, cir-
cles through downtown and re-
turns to the fairgrounds. 
Spectators can either stay in the 
shelter of their vehicles parked 
along residential streets on the 
route, or watch from the side-
walks along State Street.  

———————————— 
Waseca Vintage  
Snowmobile Ice Drags 
at Clear Lake Feb. 22 

Waseca Vintage Snowmobile 
Ice Drags will be at Clear Lake 
Saturday, Feb. 22. Registration is 
at the Boathouse from 8:30 to 
10:30 a.m. Races start at noon. 
Questions call 715-556-6345 or 
612-296-2043.  



MANKATO—For the tenth 
straight year, Greater Mankato Area 
United Way has reached its cam-
paign goal to fulfill the funding 
needs of its 65 partner programs and 
key initiatives throughout the region.  

On February 3, Greater Mankato 
Area United Way CEO Barb Kaus 
announced the 2025 Greater Mank-
ato Area United Way campaign has 
reached $2,350,000.  

She stated, “This goal amount was 

a benchmark to meet the essential 
funding for our programs and initia-
tives, all of which were vetted by 
teams of community volunteers.” 
Kaus said the campaign will con-
tinue for the next few months as 
many community needs remain, stat-
ing that funds above the campaign 
goal will continue to go toward im-
proving the lives of those in need.  

Greater Mankato Area United Way 
serves Blue Earth, Le Sueur, Nicollet 

and Waseca counties. In 2025, 
Greater Mankato Area United Way is 
supporting 65 programs and initia-
tives that were approved through last 
year’s application process. These 
programs serve more than 65,000 
people annually through the impact 
areas of basic needs and health and 
education. The full list is available at 
the Greater Mankato Area United 
Way website.   

Agencies must apply for United 

Way funding each year and undergo 
a thorough review process carried 
out by impact teams made up of 
more than 90 community volunteers 
who make final funding recommen-
dations.   

Last year, more than 1,700 vol-
unteers supported Greater Mankato 
Area United Way’s year-round work. 

As it turns out, I am not great with 
numbers. Or, for that matter, using 
Google Sheets.  

Last semester I worked really hard 
on my thesis. A major project was 
going over what I wanted to re-
search, why, and then explaining in 
30 pages with more than 20 outside 
resources defending my topic.  

This semester, I get to work on re-
porting the results I found and then 
explaining what it means in probably 
ten more pages. But the issue I’m 
running into is that compiling all the 
data I collected led to a very large 
spreadsheet, a chart showing all my 
numbers and the trends they repre-
sent. I have more than 150 columns 
and 26 rows–3,000 cells of infor-
mation that I hand collected. This is 
not meant as a personal pat on the 
back to me, but to give reference as 
to how much data I now have the 
task of analyzing.  

You see, I haven’t had a math class 
since high school. I limit myself to 

simple math, like that I use when I 
work the bar trying to add up prices; 
even that can be difficult sometimes. 
Now, I have to review statistics and 
analyze data, all while trying not to 
overthink what the numbers mean 
and whether they prove my point or 
not. Also, making pivot tables with 
so much data is confusing. Or maybe 
it’s just Google Sheets that’s confus-
ing, because the professional data 
people tend to use Excel.  

But I don’t know what it is with 
me and numbers. My dad is like a 
numbers whiz; I see little scratches 
of angles and numbers and stuff 

written in his notebook, the backs of 
envelopes, and scraps of paper 
around the house. He was the one to 
help with my elementary/middle 
school math homework where it got 
too complicated and different from 
the way they used to teach it, leading 
to some difficult conversations.  

But I’ve always been more of a 
words person. Numbers are sup-
posed to be factual, easy, but then 
they get confusing. After the easy 
equations that were fun puzzles in 
middle school, I gave up hope. Like 
the 2x = 8 or x - 5 = 10. Those are 
my jams, the equations that I love.  

Words are known to be abstract. 
So if numbers are supposed to be 
concrete, why are they so confusing? 
You look at it in different ways then 
you get different things, but there’s 
only one right answer? It just doesn’t 
make sense.  

So that’s what I’ve been ruminat-
ing on the last couple of days, wor-
rying my professor is going to see 
the draft of my results and tell me I 
did my numbers wrong. Another rea-
son why I chose to work with words, 
not numbers (at least not easy 
numbers). Are some folks just 
numbers people and while others are 
word people? Or is it possible to be 
good (or bad?) at both? Who knows. 
Not that it matters really, I just like 
to think about it. Or overthink about 
it.  

My Determination: “Jake, piece of 
advice: Just give up. It’s the Boyle 
way. It’s why our family crest is a 
white flag.” — Charles Boyle, 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 

Words are abstract, numbers are not supposed to be 

I’ve mentioned more than once, I 
believe, how much I enjoy roller 
coaster rides, and how I travel to Six 
Flags Great America in Illinois be-
cause my sister-in-law lives near that 
park and we enjoy riding together. 

These past few weeks, however, 
have let me know there are plenty of 
“roller coasters” much closer to 
home. I’ve been commenting for the 
past few weeks about the hills and 
valleys of our temperatures, and how 
quickly we seem to go from ex-
tremely cold to unseasonably warm. 
For a few sharp curves on our ride, 
we have weather systems which 
begin with freezing rain and shift 
over to blowing snow. 

Something of a roller coaster for 
me is helping care for my mother-in-
law who, at age 91, has dementia and 
is living in a local care facility. Nat-
urally I am glad to be of service to 
her and understand she is no longer 
the person I have had a great rela-
tionship with for about 45 years. My 
heart goes out to her–what must it be 
like to think it’s breakfast time and 
then be told she actually just had 
supper? 

The roller coaster comes in be-
cause I never know as I walk in for a 
visit which version of my mother-in-
law I will be seeing. There are days 
when she is introspective and gentle–
almost the same person I have 

known so long–and others when she 
scowls at the sight of me. I don’t take 
it personally, but it certainly has a 
tendency to shorten the length of my 
visit. 

One of the biggest “hills” of this 
particular ride are the people who 
work at the care facility. I have al-
ways believed one must be a com-
passionate, patient, dedicated 
individual to work at a nursing 
home–but my understanding of how 
compassionate and dedicated has 
definitely been enriched. 

Another set of ups and downs goes 
on in my own yard, at my bird 
feeders. It is rather astounding how 
much the birds can consume when 
the temperature is particularly cold. 

A red-tailed hawk has recently fig-
ured out there is “feed” for him, too.  
We know he must be around when 
the usual crowd of birds is nowhere 
to be seen. The hawk is a majestic-
looking bird, and I acknowledge he 
also needs to eat, but when he’s 

around, I miss the energy and drama 
of the smaller birds, which is essen-
tially constant when the hawk’s not 
there. 

I have more blue jays this year 
than in the past. This year they’ve 
shown me how much they must like 
corn. A bird will go through all sorts 
of acrobatics to line itself up where 
it can pluck off a kernel. That one 
will no sooner fly away than the next 
one will come and do the same little 
hopping dance from one branch to 
another to get in position. 

Cardinals are always a delight 
thanks to their bright red color. As 
thousands of calendar and greeting 
card photographers have demon-
strated, they are particularly striking 
with a background of snow. Unlike 
the jays, who push and squawk at 
each other and also bully the smaller 
birds, the cardinals seem polite. 

The nuthatches are a source of 
wonder. Somehow they walk directly 
up or down a tree as if taking a stroll. 

It makes a person think of certain 
silly cartoons–I’m happy it works for 
the birds, but I can’t help speculating 
about all the ways it would go wrong 
for any of the rest of us. 

Oh, and one final, celestial roller 
coaster. 

The sun is definitely ascending to-
ward its summer “hill.” 

It’s begun to be that, on sunny 
days, my parked car is being kept 
warm by the solar radiation coming 
in through the glass.  Even on a cou-
ple of our coldest days, I have gotten 
into my car expecting to take a seat 
in a freezer only to meet with the 
pleasant surprise that it is comfort-
ably warm. 

It’s a reminder of the annual roller 
coaster of seasons that right now I 
am seeking out parking spaces in the 
sun, when in a few months the spots 
in the shade will be the desired prize. 
I remember noticing with wonder, on 
one of our barely-above-zero days, 
that the sun has enough power right 
now to melt the snow on the highway 
even though the temperature is well 
below freezing. 

It’s a pleasant indicator we are, in-
deed, riding on a celestial roller 
coaster. 

Thinking about it all, anyone who 
ever finds life boring is quite simply 
not paying attention. 

More blue jays this year than in the past

by Deb Bently
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Compostings
by Al Batt

Make a small corner 
of the world better

ECHOES FROM THE 
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING 

 I’m thinking of taking some 
night classes. 

 Red Cross is teaching a class. 
Do you know CPR?  

 Of course. I know the entire al-
phabet. 

DRIVING BY BRUCE'S 
DRIVE 

 I have a wonderful neighbor 
named Bruce. Whenever I pass his 
drive, thoughts occur to me. Harry 
Lillesve was my driver’s training 
instructor, and he told me that all 
his students had turned into good 
drivers. I thought, “Look out, good 
drivers, we’re turning.” 

 I thought of Mr. Lillesve when 
I was driving through town and 
saw a driver’s training car tipped 
over onto its roof. A friend, the in-
structor, was wearing a neck brace 
and being helped to an ambulance. 
“Look out, good drivers. We’re 
turning.” 

A PEREGRINATION 
 I went for a hot air balloon ride 

in Arizona. The captain com-
plained about his overhead ex-
penses. I hoped he'd paid them. 

 I visited a thrift store. I enjoy 
looking at the books in used goods 
stores. As I did that, part of the 
ceiling fell on me. It was just bits, 
so I had no concussion-like symp-
toms. For some reason, I felt the 
need to buy something, but I 
couldn’t find anything I wanted. I 
ended up paying $1 for a cassette 
recording of Aunt Nellie’s funeral 
service. I didn’t know Nellie, but it 
sounded as if she would have been 
worth knowing. 

 I saw a small slice of an Iowa-
Penn State basketball game on the 
Big Ten Network. The game was 
played at the Bryce Jordan Center 
in State College, Pennsylvania, the 
home court of the Penn State Nit-
tany Lions. One commentator said 
that the arena had been taken over 
by the Ohio yellow of the Ohio 
Hawkeye fans. Oops. It’s difficult 
for a human to go more than a few 
minutes without making a mistake, 
but I could hear Hawkeye fans 
wincing. Iowa won the game. 

I’VE LEARNED 
 The Powerball jackpot is up to 

two dozen eggs. 
 There is so much divisiveness 

in the world. We need together-
ness. That’s why we need to eat 
more hotdish. There’s togetherness 
found there. 

 There are days when news-can-
celing headphones sound like an 
excellent idea. 

 This country has won every 
Super Bowl ever played. 

 Gloves are a handy invention. 
 

BAD JOKES  
DEPARTMENT 

 Someone broke into a house, 
stole the eggs and left a pan of 
water behind. Police believe it’s 
the work of poachers. 

 What did Attila the Hun and 
Winnie the Pooh have in common? 
They had the same middle name. 

 Three conspiracy theorists 
walked into a bar. You can’t tell me 
that’s a coincidence. 

 A man heard a knock on his 
door and when he answered, he 
didn't see anyone. Then he looked 
down and saw a snail looking up at 
him.  The guy became angry at 
being bothered by a snail. He 
picked it up and threw it across the 
street and into the woods. Seven 
months later, the same guy heard 
another knock at his door. He 
opened the door and saw the same 
snail again. The snail said, "What 
was that all about?" 

NATURE NOTES 
 Why is a flock of turkeys called 

a rafter? Perhaps it’s derived from 
the word “raft” in its meaning of a 
large or motley collection of 
people and other things. Maybe it’s 
because when early European set-
tlers in America built houses and 
barns, turkeys perched in the raf-
ters of the unfinished buildings. Or 
because when turkeys roost in 
trees, the trees resemble the rafters 
of a building. Another theory is 
that the word “rafter” came to 
imply “stitch together” in Medi-
eval English and was used for 
groups of turkeys. I visited with a 
fellow who thought a flock of tur-
keys should be called a gobble. 
Male turkeys are called “gobblers” 
because of their famed call. It fits 
the mold—a group of geese is 
called a gaggle, but a gobble brings 
to mind scenes of gluttony from a 
Thanksgiving table.  

 February is the breeding season 
for cottontail rabbits, skunks, rac-
coons, squirrels, great horned 
owls, bald eagles, coyotes and 
foxes. 

Where I live, which is inside a 
house, we get little snow there 
other than what I track in. The yard 
gets more snow. On average, we 
receive more snow from October 
to January than we do from Feb-
ruary to April. 

We all know the sound of a bird. 
It might be the quack of a female 
mallard duck, the honk of a Ca-
nada goose, the haunting calls of a 
loon or the voice of a robin. Robins 
sing “cheerily, cheer up, cheer up, 
cheerily, cheer up.” 

MEETING ADJOURNED 
 Make a small corner of the 

world better by filling it with kind 
words.

Greater Mankato Area United Way hits ‘25 goal
Campaign for $2,350,000 funds 65 programs and initiatives
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BATTENFELD
LAWN CARE

zachbattenfeld@gmail.com

Zach Battenfeld
507-521-0226

Lawn Maintenance
& Residential

Snow Removal

• Since 1942 •

Great Home Cooking • Catering
Full Breakfast Menu • Daily Lunch Specials

104 State Street, Waseca MN • 835-1259
Hours: 

Sat-Sun .......... Closed
M-F .......... 8 AM–5 PM

715 S State St, 
Waseca, MN 

(507) 835-8615

Ali and Willy Malecha are excited to continue to 
bring you the excellent service you have come 

to expect at Dave’s Body Shop!

Serving Waseca and the surrounding 
areas for more than 30 years!

Vintage Snowmobile 
Show/Ride at Clear 
Lake on Sat., Feb. 22 

The Annual Vintage Snowmo-
bile Show/Ride will be from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 22. 
Registration is from 9 to 11 a.m., 
with show from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Clear Lake near the Boat-
house. Contact Seth at 507-837-
9230 or Marissa at 
507-451-4501 with questions. 

———————————— 
Waseca Sleigh and 
Cutter fireworks  
display on Clear Lake 
after dark Sat., Feb. 22 

The Sleigh and Cutter festival 
is sponsoring its largest fire-
works display ever. The show 
will be fired at about 7:30 p.m. 
from the ice on Clear Lake.  

———————————— 
In a Bind at Indian  
Island Winery  
Saturday, Feb. 22 

Music group In a Bind will be 
performing at the Indian Island 
Winery from 5:30-8:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Feb. 22. They play a vari-
ety of hit music. 

———————————— 
Teen Book Club at 
Waseca Public Library 
Tuesday, Feb. 25 

There will be a Teen Book 
Club meeting at the Waseca Pub-
lic Library at 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 25. This is for students 7-12 
grades. 

———————————— 
Greeting Card Club at 
Janesville Public  
Library Tues., Feb. 25 

Each month a Greeting Card 
Club will meet at the Janesville 
Public Library at 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 25. Learn to use stamps, 
embellishments and coloring 
techniques to create beautiful 
greeting cards. 

———————————— 
Waseca High School 
Choir Concert 
7 p.m. Feb. 25 

Waseca’s choir participants in 
grades 9 to 12 will present a con-
cert at the high school beginning 
at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 25. 

———————————— 
Pottery wheel,  
watercolor painting 
classes at Waseca Art 
Center in February 

The Waseca Art Center is be-
ginning new classes in February, 
including Pottery Wheel Ce-
ramics (8 weeks for $200)  and 
Atmospheric Watercolor 
Flowers (4 weeks for $100). For 
times, dates and to register visit 
wasecaartcenter.org. 

———————————— 
Children’s Dream-
catcher, silent auction 
and bingo at Starfire 
Event Center Mar. 1 

There will be a Children's 
Dreamcatcher event, a live and 
silent auction and bingo at the 
Starfire Event Center from noon 
till 3 p.m. on March 1. 

———————————— 
St. Paul Quilters  
fundraiser meal 11:30 
a.m. Sunday, March 2 

A midday pork chop and scal-
loped potatoes meal will begin at 
11:30 on Sunday, March 2, at St. 
Paul Lutheran Church, 314 
Fourth Ave. NE, Waseca. Tickets 
are $10 for adults, $5 for chil-
dren 10 and under. Tickets must 
be arranged for by Feb. 21 by 
calling the church office at 507-
835-2647 or Judie at 507-835-
7414. Funds raised will benefit 
the quilting group, whose work 
supports Lutheran World Relief. 

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

Newly elected and installed Wal-
dorf city council member Jamie 
Beckstrand, 28, is a lifelong area res-
ident and 2015 graduate of NRHEG 
High School. She says she decided to 
enter politics because she would 
rather "do something" than waste 
time complaining.  

“Some of the things in Waldorf I 
wasn’t happy with,” she observed, 
going on to say she hopes she can 
help steer city decisions according to 
residents’ wishes. She feels she has 
strong community support, since 
with 200 people voting, she defeated 
her opponent by 40 votes. “In a town 
this small, that is a big number,” she 
observed. 

Beckstrand says she recognizes 
her first step is to acquire more un-
derstanding of her new role.  “I want 
to learn about government office 

from other people holding office,” 
she explained. 

“I am just getting started. I would 
like people to be open to me learn-
ing.” 

In the meantime, though, “I want 
residents to feel comfortable coming 
to me with concerns. If I can’t make 
a change, I certainly want to give it 
my best effort. If this works out well, 
then I will decide if I should try to 
run for something else.” 

She suggested she is open to a 
long-term role in leadership, perhaps 
even someday becoming mayor.  

Beckstrand received her Bachelor 
of Science degree in Agribusiness 
with minors in economics and ani-
mal science at South Dakota State 
University in 2019.  

She started working for United 
Prairie Bank after college gradu-
ation, the past three and a half have 
been at the branch in Waseca as a Re-

lationship Manager. 
Of her childhood, she said, “I grew 

up on a small cow/calf farm and we 
raised show cattle. My family travels 
exhibiting our livestock all over the 
country.” 

In her free time, Beckstrand men-

tions she is on a bowling league at 
Trapper’s Lanes in New Richland 
and plays sand volleyball at Papa 
Ollie’s Bar in Waldorf. She also en-
joys spending time with her dogs, 
Croix and Eddy, and her family and 
friends.

Jamie Beckstrand, 
new Waldorf city 
council member

NRHEG 2015 graduate Jamie Beckstrand is sworn in as the 
newest member of Waldorf’s city council.   Photo by Ben Revermann

          WALDORF
CITY COUNCIL

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

During their Feb. 10 regular 
meeting, members of the Wal-
dorf city council gave prelimi-
nary approval to a city zoning 
ordinance which allows a “zero 
lot line” for twin homes that 
share a wall; the law exempts 
such structures from the “five 
foot setback” required of other 
types of property. The approval 
came after a brief public hearing, 
and is dependent on final review 
by the city attorney. 

A work session to address the 
topic of pay rates to be provided 
to council members when they 
perform tasks for the city was set 
for 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 25. 

Council members learned the 
city website has been updated 
and now includes a QR link in-
tended to streamline the process 
of paying water and sewer bills. 

City resident Luke Cordes in-
formed the council that, after a 
month of slow drainage in his 
residence, he contacted a com-
mercial company to clean his 
drain lines. The company fed a 
camera down the pipes and re-
ported the source of his problem 
is most likely a collapsed section 
which is located just where his 
lines connect to the city system 
located under the street. Cordes 
observed the city had recently 
done work on those lines and 
suggested that might be the 
source of the damage; he asked 
what the city is willing to do 
about the broken line. City 
mayor Ron Wilkening said that 
since it is on Cordes' property, it 
is officially his responsibility, not 
Waldorf’s. However, Wilkening 
went on to suggest the council 
should review the footage before 
making a decision. Cordes said 
he would have to request the 
footage from the company; 
further discussion was sus-
pended until it can be attained. 

City maintenance worker Ron 
Fischer reported that, after nu-
merous water meters throughout 
the city were replaced, the re-
moved meters, a major portion 
of which was made of brass, 
were taken to a salvage company 
for recycling. The city received 
nearly $680 for the metal. 

Fischer also reported a local 
company has removed all re-
quested trees in the city except 
for one which the company says 
requires special equipment. Two 
additional estimates have been 
attained for that removal, 
Gordy’s Total Tree of New Rich-
land gave a price range of $1,200 
to $1,500. Suemnick’s Final Cut 
Tree Service of Elysian bid 
$1,000 to remove the tree, $200 
to grind the stump, $200 to clean 
grindings and $200 for replacing 
black dirt. 

City council members decided 
to keep Minnwest Bank as the 
official bank of Waldorf. The 
city requires two signatures on 
all checks;  authorized signers 
include the city clerk, treasurer, 
mayor, and all council members.  

The $99 registration cost for 
Wilkening to attend an upcom-

Daycare, 
sewer, 
updates 
provided
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By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

“We are very open to renewable 
energy,” observes Steele-Waseca Co-
operative Electric (SWCE) systems 
technician Steve Nordahl. “It has an 
important place in our future.” 

As evidence of the cooperative’s 
commitment, Nordahl mentions its 
“community solar garden,” a set of 
solar collector panels located near 
the cooperative’s headquarters in 
Owatonna. Working with Great 
River Energy, the organization built 
the one-third acre structure in 2015, 
and has been incorporating its output 
into its power grid ever since. 

Nordahl and SWCE safety coordi-
nator Jack Schwab have been part of 
the energy generation and distribu-
tion industry since before the large-
scale use of solar and wind-powered 
generators, and have numerous ob-
servations to share. 

What energy grid managers must 

compensate for, the two explain, is 
inconsistency. Nordahl mentions the 
“PV Watts calculator,” an online re-
source offered by the National Re-
newable Energy Laboratory (NREL). 
Using it, someone planning a solar 
array can get a reliable prediction re-
garding the amount of energy the sun 
is likely to transmit to any given lo-
cation on the planet over the course 
of one year.  

“So we can see how much power 
a solar collector is going to be able 
to generate,” he points out. “But we 
don’t know when it will do it.” 

He notes there are predictable ele-
ments: the increasing number of day-
light hours in the summer ensures the 
vast majority of output will occur in 
the summer. Sunny days will provide 
more energy than cloudy ones. No 
energy, obviously, will be produced 
at night, or even in the earliest and 
latest hours of daylight when the sun 
is very low in the sky. 

Wind generators, he points out, 
can continue to produce energy after 
sunset as long as the wind continues 
to blow, but air movement, too, has 
large elements of unpredictability. 

Something which is very predict-

able, on the other hand, is how much 
energy power company customers 
are likely to need. “And we know 
they’ll need it after dark, on cloudy 

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

The student body of the Waseca 
Alternative Learning Center heard 
from Emma Benoit, now in her 
twenties, who became wheelchair 
bound after a suicide attempt that 
took place when she was 16.  The 
Feb. 3 event took place in the school 
district Central Building in Waseca. 

The event began with the film 
“My Ascension” which summarized 
Benoit’s story and experiences 
which propelled her on a mission to 
use her painful experience to help 
others find hope and stay alive. 

The screening was followed by a 
live question and answer session 
with Benoit. 

The film also shares the stories of 
two  young people who tragically  
did not survive their attempts, and 
firsthand discussions from their fam-
ilies, friends, school officials and 

suicide prevention experts about the 
devastating effects of suicide and 
what can be done to prevent it. 

According to national statistics, 
about 20 young people attempt sui-
cide each day in the United States. 
The  Feb. 3 event was meant to alert 
students to the severity of the mental 
health and suicidality pandemic 
among the adolescent population in 
the United States.  

The event was hosted by Aidans 
Light. Aidan’s Light, a non-profit or-
ganization that was formed after 
Kasson Mantorville Student Aidan 
Hegge died by suicide on July 27, 
2020. Aidan had written a poem for 
a classmate entitled “The Light In-
side” that inspires the organization’s 
founders to continue to shine on, 
bringing awareness to mental health 

ALC students 
attend suicide 
awarness event

Emma Benoit speaks during a suicide prevention presentation. 
She survived a suicide attempt in 2016 at the age of 16. 

A "community garden" solar facility is located near the Steele-
Waseca Cooperative Electric facility in Owatonna. The field of 
solar panels is about one-third acre in size, and provides elec-
tricity for SWCE members.                 Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

SWCE examines strengths,  
demands of renewable energy

ALC continued on 6
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ing League of Minnesota Cities 
event, the “City on the Hill” confer-
ence on Thursday, March 6, was ap-

proved.  
Wilkening shared that Waldorf is 

currently accepting applications for 
the Youth Job Training Program for 
ages 14-24, established by the Min-
nesota Valley Action Council as the 
‘Back-Up Buddy’ program The 
Back-Up program hires an extra per-
son, who gets licensed to cover for 

city employees when they are gone 
from work because of illness or 
while taking a vacation. 

Wilkening reported he is working 
to make it easier for a potential local 
daycare provider to fulfill needed li-
censing requirements. The mayor 
also would like to remind everyone, 
“If you do something to your sewer, 

even if it’s an emergency, call us, 
please.” He stated there are many 
legal elements to sewer work, so no-
tifying the city can help avoid fines, 
legal fees, and the like. 

For January there were 5 no pay 
water bills, 6 partial payments. 
$1,534.73 was not collected and 102 
and 43 received shut-off notices. 
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summarized some main themes from 
the discussion when he said, “The 
community needs to determine how 
it’s going to invest in itself, so that 
we can send a clear message to de-
velopers.” 

Staloch suggested the combined 
groups might form what she called a 
“development response team” whose 
members could provide expertise 

and perspective across a wide range 
of topics. She stated the idea would 
be to have such people ready to meet 
with potential developers on short 
notice. They could help potential de-
velopers connect with helpful people 
and resources, and provide guidance 
to make various applications and 
processes easier to complete. Among 
her suggestions was that the city and 
county should have shared applica-
tion forms when feasible, for exam-
ple for zoning permits, so that 
applicants would need to fill out only 
one document. 

Group member John Fossum sug-
gested the response team members 

should represent “expertise across 
the board,” and that responding 
members would be selected based on 
the nature of each individual devel-
oper’s needs. 

The far-ranging discussion occu-
pied nearly two hours. By the end of 
the meeting, an agreement was 
reached to work toward a second 
joint meeting sometime in June; Wil-
son said she would arrange the ses-
sion, offering to invite additional 
representatives from the Janesville, 
New Richland and Waldorf EDA 
groups. 

As the conversation wound down, 
Staloch proposed matters to be fo-

cused on at future sessions. She sug-
gested group members should give 
thought to a shared narrative for city 
and county development priorities; 
the composition and procedures for a 
development response team; hearing 
a county-wide perspective regarding 
focus areas for development; and 
overcoming what she called a 
“blight” on area communities, 
namely buildings which are standing 
empty and unused, with owners who 
show no apparent interest in improv-
ing them or selling them to others 
who will. 

■ Meeting 
 from Page 1

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

Katie O’Leary’s bar in Waseca 
was filled nearly to capacity the 
evening of Friday, Feb. 14. A 
number of special activities were 
underway, including annual 
rounds of “Sweetheart Bingo,” 
which featured prizes up to $214 
and even $500 for blackout. 

Shannon Cliff and Kellie Mose-
ley were busy getting the Bingo 
game started; helpers Shelly 
Kuster and Jen Smith delivered 
Bingo cards and accepted pay-
ment. Cliff said, “I’ve been doing 
this since…let’s see…” She had to 
think for a moment before she 
continued, “Yes, since 2005. Wow, 
has it been that long?” These four 
volunteers are active with the 
Waseca Hockey Association, 
which helps local hockey teams 
with gear, transportation and other 
expenses. 

In addition to Bingo, the even-
ing featured simulated horse races, 
Gimme5, and Wiste's Meat Raffle. 
Regarding the horse races, Cliff 
explained patrons select a name 
and photo of a horse from an of-
fered list. “People buy a ticket, that 
ticket is scanned, entering the 
horse into the race. When there are 
enough entries, a video plays and 
an animated version of a horse 
race is shown, with the winners se-
lected at random.” With five large 
video screens around the bar, all 
patrons have a clear view of the 
“race.”  

Customers Bambi Jes, Tarin 
Kuball and some friends were 
celebrating Jes’s birthday, “I’m 45 
years old today,” said Jes. On the 
table were big red and pink bal-
loons, cocktails and some freshly 
prepared food. Given Jes’s Valen-
tine Day birthday, the group ex-
plains they have turned this 
celebration into an annual event, 
said Kuball, “For Jes’s birthday 
we do Sweetheart Bingo, this is 
how we start off the birthday bin-
gos for the whole year.” 

Still busy delivering Bingo 
cards, Kuster took a moment to 
say she began volunteering for the 
Waseca Hockey Association be-
cause her children Mando and 
Lilly were in the sport. “Now I do 
it for fun and to help out because 
it’s a good cause,” she explained, 
noting she’s been at this for eight 
years as a part-time job. Besides 
the meat raffle and Bingo, she also 
helps out with pull tabs, e-tabs, the 
regular raffle, the outdoor bash in 
the summer and the Blue Earth 
County Fair. 

Near the door at the end of the 
bar, quietly playing Bingo and en-
joying each other’s company were 
Brandon and Naomi Milbrett, hus-
band and wife. The two share that 
they have been coming for Katie 
O’Leary’s Valentine’s Day bingo 
for the past three years. Brandon 
added the two come most Friday 
evenings, saying “It’s a cozy place 
to come, get some drinks, and eat. 
And I get to do that with my wife.”  

Katie O’Leary’s 
sweetheart bingo 

From left: Tarin Kuball and Bambi Jes were enjoying Jes's 
first birthday of the year at Katie O'Leary's Sweetheart Bingo 
on Valentine's Day, Feb. 14, 2025.  

Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann
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Valentine Performance

Local musician Jim Kozan performed for residents of the 
Lakeshore Inn Rehabilitation Center and their guests the af-
ternoon of Valentine's Day.            Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

■ Waldorf 
 from Page 3
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days, and when the wind’s not blow-
ing,” comments Nordahl.  At times 
like that, he says, the energy has to 
come from traditional, more consis-
tent sources. 

He offers a comparison with open 
channels of water. Various “streams” 
pour into the power grid: power sup-
pliers persistently watch to see how 
much capacity is being supplied by 
renewable energy, but when the level 
falls too low, they must increase in-
puts from coal, nuclear, or natural 
gas sources. 

He and Schwab estimate that, at 

this time, SWCE members are get-
ting 25 percent of their power from 
renewable sources; in keeping with 
the “we don’t know when” nature of 
the power, the number is higher on 
sunny or windy days and lower at 
other times. 

He points out that Minnesota 
legislators have issued requirements 
that power companies incorporate in-
creasing amounts of renewable 
energy into their grids, and that com-
panies are working to comply. 
“Many people don’t understand the 
complications created by the spora-
dic way that power is supplied,” he 
observes. 

He and Schwab go on to say they 
are impressed by the many ways the 
technology of renewable energy con-
tinues to advance. Growing numbers 
of electric vehicles take advantage of 

the ability to store energy in a battery 
and then deliver that power on de-
mand: Schwab mentions not only 
cars, but school buses, large-scale 
trucks, and drones, all of which are 
seeing increased use. 

Both Schwab and Nordahl express 
optimism that solutions to more and 
more of the complications with re-
newable energy will continue to be 
found. 

They mention numerous encour-
aging examples. A large warehouse 
in the region generates a consid-
erable amount of its own electricity 
with a gigantic solar array mounted 
on its roof. Numerous area residents 
are dedicated to a “zero-carbon” life-
style, and have made renewable, 
non-polluting elements central to 
their decisions and actions. 

Nordahl offers a range of ways 

SWCE members can strengthen their 
connection to renewable energy, in-
cluding taking part in programs that 
can affect their bill credit. One is pur-
chasing panels in the “community 
array” already in place at SWCE. 
Panels there are currently priced at 
$800 each; their energy is contrib-
uted to the grid, and their output is 
credited to the owner, including re-
ducing the cost of their bills or, when 
enough energy is generated, provid-
ing credit. 

Schwab and Nordahl express pride 
that SWCE can be of assistance. 
“We’re a cooperative,” says Nordahl. 
“We’re member-owned. We really 
invite members to come in, get their 
questions answered, and make use of 
our knowledge and resources. 

“It’s what we’re here for.” 

■ SWCE 
 from Page 3

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

“We want members to make an in-
formed decision,” says Steve Nor-
dahl, systems technician with 
Steele/Waseca Cooperative Electric 
(SWCE), based in Owatonna. 

“Some who install private solar ar-
rays have good results; some are less 
pleased.” 

Nordahl shares that, among the 
SWCE members who have been less 
pleased are some who have installed 
solar panels based on the possibility 
they will not only do away with their 
electric bills, but will have a consis-
tent source of income as solar energy 
is delivered into the distribution grid. 

He mentions some are unpleas-
antly surprised when that is not nec-

essarily the case. 
“Some have been very dis-

appointed,” he recalls, speculating 
that sales staff from some of the solar 
companies may not be supplying 
complete and accurate SWCE infor-
mation while trying to make a sale. 

“We want to see renewable energy 
as a significant part of our produc-
tion,” says Nordahl. “But we don’t 

want to see our members disappointed 
if they don’t get what they expected.” 

He encourages any SWCE 
members who are interested in in-
stalling solar panels to be sure they 
know the full picture before making 
a significant investment; he invites 
them to find an unbiased advisor, in-
cluding, if they wish, the staff at 
SWCE.

SWCE advises research before adding private solar
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

2 3  Four Chap-
lains Day 

4  Burger nite 5
-7pm     USO 
Birthday 

5  6pm  
BAR Bingo 

6  7pm HALL 
BINGO 

7  MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 6:30pm 

8 

9  ALL YOU can 
EAT Breakfast VFW 
8:00am –Noon Your  
Host  St. Paul Lu-
theran Church 

10  7 pm Post & 
AUX. Meeting 

11  Burger nite 
5-7pm 

12  6pm  
BAR Bingo  

13  7pm HALL 
BINGO 

14  MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 6:30pm 

15 

16 17 18  Burger nite 
5-7pm 

19  6pm  
BAR Bingo 

20  7pm HALL 
BINGO 

21    WALLEYE  or 
SHRIMP DINNER 
5:30 to 7pm  YOUR 
HOST  

22 

23    ALL YOU can 
EAT Breakfast VFW 
8:00am –Noon Your 
Host CERT 

24 25  Burger nite 
5-7pm 

26  6pm  
BAR Bingo 

27  7pm HALL 
BINGO 

28  MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 6:30pm 

 

February 2025 

HOURS OF OPERATION 
SUN.– MON. CLOSED 
TUE.– WED.-3pm to 11pm Tue. Is Lady’s nite 2 for one-Men Busch light $2.50 from 4 to 6pm. 
THUR.—1pm to 11pm 
FRI.– SAT.-11am to 1 am 
POST & AUX MEETING 7pm club open 6pm MEMBERS only. Mn. Gambling license number 00385 

SWEET SOMMERS VFW POST 1642 

Former Waseca Area Chamber of Commerce President 
Abby Clemons and new President Mikhail Rostislavovich.

Chamber of Commerce 
thanks Clemons for  
her leadership

WASECA, MN- The Waseca 
Area Chamber of Commerce ex-
tended its gratitude to Abby Cle-
mons for her dedicated service as 
president of the board of directors.  

The Chamber thanked Clemons 
for “Stepping into the leadership 
role when the Chamber needed her 
most,” and praised “Clemons led 
with poise, vision, and a steadfast 
commitment to the business com-
munity.” 

Clemons’ current term as board 
president ended in December; she 
has served on the board since 
2020, taking leadership roles since 
the start of 2023. 

A third-generation owner of 
Suburban Furniture, Clemons has 
successfully taken her family busi-
ness to new heights while simulta-
neously helping guide the 
Chamber through a pivotal time. 
Her leadership helped ensure the 
Chamber remained a strong advo-
cate for local businesses, fostering 
growth and collaboration through-
out the Waseca area. 

“It has been an incredible honor 
to serve as president of the Waseca 
Area Chamber of Commerce,” 
said Clemons.” I have had the 
privilege of working with an out-
standing board, dedicated 

Chamber members, and a business 
community that supports one 
another. Waseca is a special place, 
and I look forward to continuing to 
contribute in new ways.” 

The Chamber’s newly elected 
President Mikhail Rostislavovich 
praised Clemons for her unwaver-
ing dedication, saying she 
“stepped up to lead with both heart 
and expertise. 

“Her ability to help guide the 
Chamber during our transition 
while continuing to grow her own 
business is remarkable. We are im-
mensely grateful for her service.” 

Executive Director Robin 
Dulas, confirmed the sentiment: 
“Abby represents the best of what 
Waseca has to offer.” 

As Clemons concludes her term, 
the Waseca Area Chamber of 
Commerce remains committed to 
building upon the strong founda-
tion she helped reinforce. The or-
ganization looks forward to 
continued collaboration with Cle-
mons as she takes the role of Im-
mediate Past President. 

For more information about the 
Waseca Area Chamber of Com-
merce, visit www.waseca-
chamber.com or contact the 
Chamber office at 507-835-3260.

Waseca, MN – The Waseca Arts 
Council is thrilled to announce a 
$5,000 donation from the Waseca 
Sleigh and Cutter Festival. The con-
tribution will fund scholarships pro-
viding free art classes for children, 
thus expanding access to creativity 
and artistic exploration within the 
community. The check was pre-
sented by Sleigh and Cutter Commit-
tee members Jennifer Burt, Jolene 
Gunderman, and Susan Eberline. 

On behalf of the Waseca Arts 
Council, President Mikhail Rostisla-
vovich and Director of Education 
and Programming Christy Easton ac-
cepted the donation at a recent event. 
"This incredible gift underscores the 
Sleigh and Cutter Festival's ded-
ication to enriching the lives of 
Waseca’s children. We are grateful 
for their continued support and com-
mitment to fostering the arts," said 
Rostislavovich. 

The Sleigh and Cutter Festival As-
sociation has a long-standing tradi-
tion of uplifting children in the 

Waseca area through initiatives such 
as their Children’s Dream Catcher 
fund, which supports children facing 
life-threatening conditions. This la-
test contribution to the Waseca Arts 
Council highlights a shared mission 
of creating opportunities for young 
minds to thrive. 

The donation will enable the 
Waseca Art Center to offer an array 
of children’s art classes at no cost to 
families. Upcoming classes include 
Clay Hand Building and Watercolor 
Doodle Birds, offering diverse op-
portunities for kids to explore their 
creativity. 

The Waseca Arts Council is ded-
icated to fostering creativity and ar-
tistic expression in the community. 
Through workshops, exhibitions, and 
educational programming, the Arts 
Council strives to make art acces-
sible to all ages and skill levels. The 
Waseca Sleigh and Cutter Festival is 
a cherished annual event celebrating 
winter traditions and community. 
Proceeds from festival activities 

often support local programs and ini-
tiatives, making a meaningful impact 
in the Waseca area. 

For more information on class 

schedules and registration, visit the 
Waseca Art Center’s website at 
www.wasecaartcenter.org. 

Members of the Sleigh and Cutter Festival committee pre-
sented $1,000 to the Waseca Art Council. Pictured, from left, are 
Jennifer Burt, Jolene Gunderman, Christy Easton, Susan Eber-
line, Mikhail Rostislavovich.

Waseca Arts Council 
receives $5,000 from 
Sleigh and Cutter

Waseca, MN — Discover Waseca 
Tourism presented a $1,000 grant 
check to the Waseca Area Neighbor-
hood Service Center Food Shelf to 
support its annual “Cornhole for a 
Cause” fundraiser. According to 
WANSC executive director Cindy 
Kolander, the contribution will help 
further the food shelf’s mission of 
combating food insecurity and fos-
tering community connections. 

The Cornhole for a Cause fund-
raiser, a popular local event, brings 
together residents and visitors to 

enjoy friendly competition while 
raising funds to support families in 
need throughout the Waseca area. 
With Discover Waseca Tourism’s 
support, the event is set to achieve its 
goal of making a meaningful impact 
on the lives of local families. 

“Supporting community initiatives 
like Cornhole for a Cause is at the 
heart of what we do,” said Robin 
Dulas, Discover Waseca Tourism 
President. “This event not only 
showcases Waseca’s vibrant com-
munity spirit, it also highlights the 

importance of working together to 
address important issues like food in-
security.” 

Said Kolander, “We are very 
thankful to the Discover Waseca 
Tourism Board for their grant pro-
gram that allows us to access funds 
for events like our Cornhole for a 
Cause fundraiser. Their support en-
abled us to increase our outreach to 
make this event even more success-
ful.  This allowed our organization to 
provide essential resources to more 
families in need, which brings our 

community together for a great 
cause.” 

According to Dulas, the grant ex-
emplifies Discover Waseca Tour-
ism’s ongoing commitment to 
promoting and supporting programs 
that enhance the Waseca area’s qual-
ity of life. She points out that, by 
partnering with organizations like the 
Waseca Area Neighborhood Service 
Center Food Shelf, Discover Waseca 
Tourism aims to foster a stronger, 
more connected community. 

Discover Waseca donates $1,000 to Cornhole for a Cause 

Mike Singlestad, who received the Waseca County Young 
Farmer of the Year award last March, was selected as one of 
the top ten National Outstanding Young Farmers.  He will rep-
resent Minnesota in Des Moines at the National Outstanding 
Young Farmer Awards Conference in February.

Ag Leadership

   

LIVE AUCTION WEBSITE & SHOP
   FOR LOCALS, BY LOCALS!

Turn your quality items into cash 
at WaSeekers! Write a short 
description, bring your items in 
and they will go on WaSeekers 
next auction. We sell just about 
anything! WaSeekers takes in 
new & gently used items, lists 
them on our online auction 
platform, & displays them in our 
safe & secure store where you 
can inspect them in person!

Tons more to see!  •  waseekersonlineauction.com 
or come in person at: 1372 South State Street, Waseca

507-833-SEEK(7335) 

WASEEKERONLINEAUCTION.COM

Store hours: W-T-F: 10 am – 6 pm, 
Sat: 9 am – noon

NEW AUCTION
ENDS EVERY
WED, 8pm!

Contact Tina Mittelsteadt
507-351-4608

tina@waseekersonlineauction.com
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Representatives of the Waseca Area Chamber of Commerce presented a $1,000 check to the Waseca Area Food Shelf. Pictured, 
from left, are ShaLee Ebertowski, Mikhail Rostislavovich, Stacey Schroeder, Robin Dulas, Cindy Kolander, Kelly Boeddeker.
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CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
2200 4th St NE, Waseca 

507-835-2235 
Service times 9:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
4TH STREET EVANGELICAL 

CHURCH 
605 4th St NE, Waseca 

507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew Isker) 
Worship Sundays 10 a.m 

*     *     * 
FAITH UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 
801 4th Ave NE, Waseca 

507-835-3167 
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
309 6th St NE, Waseca 

507-835-9176 
Worship Sundays traditional 8:30 a.m., 9:45 
a.m. Sunday School/Fellowship; 10:45 a.m. 

contemporary service 
*     *     * 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
401 3rd Ave NE, Waseca 

507-833-1703 
Sundays 9:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

314 4th Ave NE, Waseca 
507-835-2647 

Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
*     *     * 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
503 2nd Ave NE, Waseca 

507-835-4548 (office email: 
1cwaseca@hickorytech.net) 

Worship Sunday 10 a.m. 
*     *     * 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
300 E Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-835-1709 
Worship Sunday 9 a.m. 

*     *     * 
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH 

111 4th St NW, Waseca 
Father Glenn Ferichs 

507-835-1222 
Worship Sundays 10:00 a.m., Tues. and Wed. 
at 8:30 a.m. and Thurs. at 7 a.m.; Saturdays 

at 5 p.m. 
*     *     * 

REAL LIFE CHURCH 
620 W Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-607-8245 
Sunday worship 10 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST LATTER-

DAY SAINTS 
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-835-4640 
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 

1221 8th St SE, Waseca 
507-835-2213 

Sunday worship 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m. 
*     *     * 

CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY 
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-833-1082 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun Evening 

6:00 p.m., Wed. evening 6:30 p.m. 
*     *     * 

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota  
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, Choir and 
Choir; 10:30 a.m. Worship 
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters 
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Otisco, Minnesota 

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor  
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study 
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
TRINITY EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Mary Iverson 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, Sunday 
School; 10 a.m. Coffee 
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting 
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirmation; 7 p.m. 
Council meeting 

*     *     * 
LESUEUR RIVER 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
School 
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

 *     *     * 
VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
VISTA EVANGELICAL 
COVENANT CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Brian Schanil Pastor 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. Sunday 
School 
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe Ministry, 1-
3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires and Yard Games, 6 
p.m. until dark 

*     *     * 
ALL SAINTS 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Father Glenn Ferichs 
Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and 4th Fridays 
p.m. Mass 
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m. 

*     *     * 
FIRST LUTHERAN 

Missouri Synod 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Larry Sipe 
Sundays: Worship 8 a.m.; 9:10 a.m. Sunday 
School and adult bible class 

*     *     * 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Freedom Township 
Sunday – 9:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Pastor Ava Adams-Morris 
Waldorf, Minnesota  

Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Father Brian Mulligan 
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

Wilton Township 
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor 

Sunday – 8 a.m. summer worship; 10:45 a.m. 
Worship starting Sept. 1 

*     *     * 
THE CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST 

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
Brad Donner, Branch President 

Waseca, Minnesota 
www.lds.org 

Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.; 11:20 
a.m. Sunday School 
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activities, ages 

12-18 
 *         *        * 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
412 N. Main Street, Janesville 

Pastor Jason Wolter 
Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m. Worship 
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible Class, 
10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
JANESVILLE UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 
401 N. West St., Janesville 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
BLOOMING GROVE UNITED METH-

ODIST CHURCH 
43089 180th St., Morristown 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Summer worship hours, 
(10:45 a.m. Worship, winter)  

*     *     * 
ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

307 W. 2nd St, Janesville 
10 a.m. - Mass 

*     *     * 
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

300 Owen St., Janesville 
Pastor Sarah Krolak 

*     *     * 
ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL CHURCH 

Alma City, Minnesota 
Pastor Robert Harting 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

Smiths Mill, Minnesota 
Pastor Robert Harting 

Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship 
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship 

 *         *        * 
NORTH WASECA LUTHERAN 

CHURCH ELCA 
404 30 120th St. Waseca 

Pastor Sarah Krolak 
507-234-6463  

Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Second sunday 
“Young at heart”  
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirmation 

*     *     * 
    NOTE: CHANGES IN CHURCH CAL-
ENDARS MUST BE MADE BY NOTIFI-
CATION FROM A MEMBER OF THE 
CONGREGATION TO THE WASECA 
COUNTY PIONEER.

By PASTOR RICK WULF 
Hello! Let me introduce myself. 

I am Rick Wulf, Lead Pastor at 
Christ Community Church in 
Waseca. One thing you need to 
know about me is that I think a lot. 
It’s just who I am. The problem is, 
most of what I think about it silly. 
Like if a pig loses its voice, is it 
disgruntled? Or why is the person 
who invests your money for you 
called a broker? Why are wise 
guys and wise men opposites? 
Why do overlook and oversee 
mean different things? Do Roman 
paramedics refer to IVs as “4s”? 
See told you, silly stuff. Don’t 
hold these things against me and 
please, keep reading, 

We all know we’re going to 
have to think about stuff. But not 
all stuff is silly. We sometimes 
have to think about serious stuff, 
things we’d rather not have to 
think about. Maybe the doctor 
called and he’d like to get more 
tests. Or maybe the kids called and 
they have some news that they 
don’t want to share over the 
phone. Or perhaps you watched 
the news and well, we all know 
what that is like nowadays. When 
things come into our lives that are 
outside our control, what do we 
think about? 

Some of us would rather just not 
think about hard things. So we do 
things that avoid this thinking. 
Some people turn on the TV, or 
scroll social media. Some go to 
further lengths and try to forget via 
self-medication. It’s our human 
nature to try and avoid thinking 
about things that seems too big, 
too hard, too deep, too scary. 
Others dive in really deep and just 
simply become anxious and 
scared, maybe even paralyzed. So, 
whichever is your habit, this tells 
me you are a good human being. 
But it’s not God’s desire for you. 

Let me tell you that I have good 
news for you. We weren’t created 
to dwell on the bad thoughts. We 
weren’t created to be anxious. We 
weren’t created to let fear rule our 
hearts and our minds. We were 
created for joy, peace, freedom, 
and to experience God’s faithful-
ness. So what do we do when our 
brain gets overwhelmed thinking 
about the stuff that happens in our 
lives?  

I’ll tell you where I go and what 
I do. And maybe it will help you 
when you can’t stop thinking 
about stuff. 

First, I know who my Father is. 
God has promised me as His child, 
that He is a God who loves to give 
good gifts to His kids. Jesus told 
His disciples this in Matthew 7:14. 
And it is God’s heart for us that we 
do not let anxiety, worry, and fear 
rule our lives. I gotta keep remind-
ing myself I. Am. His. 

Second, I have to change the 
way I think. I ask myself whether 
the things I am thinking about at 
this moment are helping or hurting 
my spirit. If they are things of 
worry, fear, anxiety, or the things 
that gratify the sinful nature, I 
have to capture those thoughts and 
remind them that they have been 
fully settled by Jesus’ work of the 
cross (2 Corinthians 10:5). I have 
to consciously reject these 
thoughts and confess them to God, 
agreeing with Him that they do not 
have the power over me that they 
claim they do. 

Third, I have to change what I 
think about. In Philippians 4, Paul 
says to think about only good 
things, lovely things, excellent 
things. And just before those 
words, Paul tells us that God’s 
peace comes from praying to Him 
against anxious thoughts. So if I’m 
going to make any headway in this 
journey, I’ve got to rely on God’s 
peace and change what I think 
about. 

The question may be, if I do 1, 
2, 3 will this solve my thinking 
problem? In case no one has ever 
told you before, never trust anyone 
who says, “in just 3 easy steps…”. 
So, I will not be one of those 
people. The Christian life is very 
seldom do 1, 2, and 3. Instead, 
God says to trust Him in all things. 
We have a God who is fully trust-
worthy and loves us more than we 
could ever imagine. Once we un-
derstand who we are to Him, we 
can begin to realize that we are not 
the sum total of our thoughts. We 
can begin the journey of finding 
freedom from the chronic thoughts 
that rule our mind. And when the 
acute thoughts come—the ones 
that are situational and immediate, 
we can use skills and tools we are 
learning now to avoid letting them 
dig in deep. 

Let’s just recap: God desires 
you to know Him and be known 
by Him. Let His thoughts fill your 
mind. As you do that, you’ll begin 
to change the way you think, giv-
ing over those thoughts you have 
to Jesus as soon as they enter your 
mind. And then you begin to think 
new thoughts, thoughts that come 
from the mind of God. These 
thoughts are greater and stronger 
and way more beautiful than the 
thoughts you are currently having. 

So the next time you can’t stop 
thinking of something, whether it 
be something silly or serious, go to 
God. Go to His Word. Talk to 
Him. Trust Him. As you learn to 
trust Him, you will experience 
freedom in your mind. And where 
we experience freedom is where 
we find peace. 

I wish nothing more for you 
than to experience His peace in 
your mind. God bless you. 

What I think about

Daniel J.
Johnson
���������	
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Our Services
• Financial Planning

• Accounting Services

• Bookkeeping

• Payroll Services 

• Tax Planning & Preparation

• Return Preparation Services

• Estate and Trust Planning 
115 North State Street, Waseca, MN

(507) 201-2484   

and suicide prevention,  
 
The Light Inside 
There is a light inside us all, 

Some are big and bright, 
Some are small and dull. 
Some just turned on, 
Some are old and going out. 
But it’s there. 
That light is beautiful, 
No matter who owns that light. 
It’s there for a reason. 
Don’t forget your light. 
-Aidan J. Hegge 

■ ALC 
 from Page 3

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

Around 20 people–young and old–took part 
in a creative opportunity to craft simple clay 
items at the Waseca Art Center (WAC) on Sat-
urday, Feb. 15. Participation was at no charge 
thanks to a donation from the Sleigh and Cutter 
Festival. 

In the basement workshop at the WAC, in-
structor Jamie McShane guided learners in mak-
ing small-scale pinch pots. Said McShane, “I’ve 
done clay off and on for years working on my 
bachelor’s degree in fine arts and ceramics.” 
Participants were supplied with a workspace 
and tools. Among them were loop wires to cut 
and shave the clay, wooden utensils for smooth-
ing, and fine detailed metal tools for piercing 
and modeling. Said McShane, “The goal here is 
to make two little pinch pots, stack them on top 
of each other and make little monsters to take 
home.” It didn’t take long before people’s hands 
were coated in clay. 

Missy Donner, who was helping anyone who 
needed it or doing a little cleanup on the side 
said, “We wanted to do a hand clay class for 
kids who are too young for the pottery wheel. 
You have to boss the clay around on the wheel, 
it’s not for little kids.” Naomi Milbrett was pres-

ent with her daughter Penelope who said, “We 
came here to do pottery; my grandma Sherry Ja-
cobson teaches here and she told us about it.” 

The WAC has its own kiln, so the projects 
will be fired over the next couple weeks and 
ready for pickup on March 1. From 3 to 5 p.m. 
that day will be an additional free class, again 

thanks to the support of the Sleigh and Cutter 
Festival. Registration for the March 1 class can 
be arranged at 
https://www.wasecaartcenter.org/booking-cal-
endar/free-for-children-clay-handbuilding?re-
ferral=service_list_widget. 

Waseca Art Class 
teaches pinch pots 
and dirty fingers

The Waseca Art Center put on a free hand clay class on Saturday, Feb. 15 thanks to 
a generous donation from the Sleigh and Cutter Festival. There will be a second, similar 
class March 1.                           Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

from all entries received. 
7. Entries must be received before 

3:00 p.m. on Friday, February 21, 
2025. 

8. Submit entries to: 
A.  WASECA: Submit entry at 

Waseca Music; 111 South State, 
Waseca, MN 56093; or via mail. 

B.  JANESVILLE: Mail or drop 
off at Waseca Music; mark your 
entry as Janesville. 

C. NEW RICHLAND: Drop off at 
NRHEG STAR EAGLE NEWS; or 
mail to Waseca Music - mark your 
entry as New Richland. 

Frosty sponsors: CULLIGAN, 
iWEALTH – Brad Connors, DOM-
INO’S, MEDIACOM, SUBURBAN 
FURNITURE, and XCEL ENERGY. 
Please thank these sponsors for sup-
porting the 28th Annual  

Frosty: Week 1 Clue 

Much like the legend,  
The 2025 Sleigh and Cutter Frosty 

is anew.  
Coming again this year,  
In their white Frosty Hue  
 
A Waseca transplant,  
But ties they did bind,  
Here the greater part of 40 years  
A love match they did find  
 
A local friend, and 
A supporter of the arts,   
Who will it be this year? 
The answer, the clues will impart. 

Frosty: Week 2 Clue 
A northerner from the start,  
Frosty moved South for school 
The major of study initially un-

known  
But a degree was the general rule  
 
Completing classes at Gustavus  
And taking credits as MSU  
A 1983 college graduate  
History was a favored study too  
 
Far out of school now  
But to help pass the time 

Frosty enjoys putting together 
words  

Possibly a limerick or a rhyme  
 

Frosty: Week 3 Clue 
Do you think you have Frosty  
Narrowed down or found out?  
Have you passed them around 

town   
While strolling out and about?  
 
A lover of the arts 
And items that are unique  
Catch Frosty at the local stores 
Browsing, and taking a peek 
 
A supporter to all businesses 
Big or small, or community driven  
Donating time, talent or special 

items  
With their contribution, a unique 

display given  
Frosty: Week 4 Clue 

Frosty patiently awaits the 21st,  
For that date is the identity reveal  
Money is on the line for guessers  
Sweetening the guessing appeal  
 
Details have been given,  

But has it been enough?  
Putting all the clues together 
The sleuthing can be tough.  
 
More information to go off of 
That frosty along with their spouse  
Have both been enjoying retire-

ment  
Spending time both in and out of 

the house  
 

2025 Week 5 Frosty Clue  
One last clue to put it together,  
Giving you one last chance 
Put in your final guesses 
Answers accepted only in advance  
 
A wealth of information has been  
Divulged and given to narrow it 

down  
Do your research and  
Study the people of the town  
 
I’ll leave you with this, a career  
40 years all together,  
Frosty aided in serving the com-

munity,  
No matter the situation or weather 

■ Frosty 
 from Page 1
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25 Years Ago 
-The search for Thomas A. Grant, 59, of Waseca that began on Jan. 25, 

ended without incident Monday. He appeared in Waseca County District 
Court with his attorney, John McLoone IV, at 11:20 a.m., on a body only 
warrant. Grant’s wife, Linda, called the Waseca County Sheriff’s Office on 
Jan. 25, and said that Tom Grant left with a Bible and a handgun. He had 
not been seen until Monday.  

-Ron Schara and his dog, Raven, prepared to lead the 50TH annual Sleigh 
& Cutter parade.  

-Jeff Kagemeier of Kagemeier Skaar and Asleson (KSA) Architects of 
Mankato presented the refined plan of the proposed Waterville-Elysian-
Morristown (WEM) outdoor athletic facility Thursday night at a special 
WEM School Board meeting. The plan includes a 200,000 square foot K-
12 building on site, a parimeter road system for access, 800 parking stalls, 
a new football stadium, track, a practice softball field, the possibility of two 
soccer fields and fencing around the entire facility.  

 
50 Years Ago 

-Chorus girls? IT LOOKS LIKE a professional chorus girl line-up but 
it’s only members of the Bluejay Pom-Pon club doing their part to cheer 
their team into another victory. The club is directed by Tom Case and per-
forms during half time at home basketball games. The Bluejays, undefeated 
and South Central Basketball champions, will play at Fairmont Friday night. 

-Exhibitors at the Waseca County Fair could have a new livestock build-
ing this year, if fair board members are able to get it built by July. Members 
of the fair board met Wednesday night to discuss plans for constructing 
another livestock building on the fairgrounds.  

-DHIA officers – BOARD MEMBERS for the Waseca County DHIA 
were elected at the annual meeting Wednesday night. Pictured left to 
right: Gary Mittlesteadt, secretary, Janesville; Lloyd Mundt, vice pres-
ident, Waseca; Bob Vogelsang, president, Wells; Ron Orth, county 
agent; and former officers, John Gilster, Minnesota Lake and Vincent 
Kahnke, Waseca.  

 
75 Years Ago 

-RURAL SCHOOLS WITH TOP DENTAL RECORDS – Shown 
above are district 11 )eft) and district seven rural Waseca county 
schools which have had all their dental health cards in. All the children 
in both schools have seen their dentist once since the beginning of the 
school year.  

-Gigs, comedy and stunts – and a special tribute to the Waseca – will be 
the order of the day here Saturday, March 5, when WCCO originates its 
“Our Own Bob” show from Mahler’s Hardware, member of the “Our Own” 
hardware organization in this city. The program will get under way at 8:45 
a.m.  

 
100 Years Ago 

-Sheriff Alfred Wadd has been notified that the Ford touring car owned 
by Stewart Root and which was stolen last September has been recovered 
by the Pittsburg, Kansas, police and is being held by them. Last summer 
Mr. Roo employed a stranger by the name of Roy Madison. The latter 
worked for him until September 16.  

-Waseca has been fortunately blessed with many great business enter-
prises and resources, with many greater institutions of learning and worship, 
but the greatest organization in Waseca is the Boy Scouts. Other cities of 
this nation can boast of Boy Scout organizations, but Waseca people feel 
confident that none can compare with the spirit that has been instilled into 
organization in the city. 

-The Minnesota Association of Community Secretaries held their winter 
meeting at the Curtis hotel in Minneapolis Thursday and Friday. The or-
ganization includes both full and part time secretaries of civic and com-
munity organizations and about 100 of the members were present at the 
meeting. The program included the regular business session and the election 
of officers, together with a banquet on the first evening. 

New RichlandWaseca
25 Years back 

- Local Future farmers of America Wildlife Judging team will 
enter state Wildlife judging in St Paul in April for the 34th Consec-
utive after placing first in Region VII competition last saturday. 
Members of the winning team are from left: seated, Tony Schlaak, 
Nick Misgen, standing is Nate Wayne and Brandon Johannsen. 
Another year, another FFA Wildlife Contest and another local FFA 
team has gained the right to enter the State Wildlife Judging com-
petition in St Paul in April. The local team placed first in competition 
on Saturday with 1890 points. All of the members of the local team 
placed in the top ten individually. Leading the team was Nick Misgen 
who came in first with 665 points. Tony Schlaak got 615 with third 
place, Brandon Johannsen with 610 points for fourth and Nate 
Wayne was sixth with 590.  

- Pins flew on the front and back sides of Neil Roesler at the 
Waseca County Pork Producers Banquet on Saturday evening. In 
capable hands, Steve Russel and Kobi Shaw professionally juggled 
the pins as Neild nervously stood in center stage. He had little to be 
nervous about especially for any pin contact with his head. A safety 
helmet, slightly resembling a soup kettle, was provided for Neil by 
the jugglers.  

- Martin Tesch of Waldorf recently received recognition from Accel-
erated Genetics for having the highest animal health product dollar vol-
ume among membership sales representatives in the region. He also was 
honored distributing the most units of PACE young sire semen to new 
program participants.  

- Brittania Panuska. Brittania, a new NRHEG eighth grade student has 
been selected to perform in the Minnesota Band Director Association 
middle level honor band. More than 500 students from 100 schools 
throughout Minnesota auditioned for a chair in the band. Only 75 were 
selected for the honor and Brittania was one of them. Brittania has ex-
celled in every area in her school's instrumental music program, accord-
ing to Frank Whitcomb.  

 
50 years back  

- A forty acre tract in northeastern Waseca county has been given 
to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources for wildlife man-
agement purposes by its former owner, it was announced today. The 
land wonder, Hugo John Pawek is a former Minnesotan and a 1930 
graduate of the College Of Forestry University Of Minnesota. Pawek, 
now the President of a lumber company in West Virginia, inherited 
the tract from his father. It is a part of 120 acre  farm owned by his 
grandfather.  

- The New Richland Jaycees organized last Wednesday evening at 
a meeting of 23 new members at the American Legion clubrooms. 
Pictured here left to right seated are: officers Dale Krueger, secretary 
treasurer; Jim Finseth, president; Bob Frisk, vice president Bruce Da-
vison, director, standing; Dennis Roesler state director and Jeff 
Jensen, director. Attending the TYOM (ten outstanding young men) 
convention at the Radisson South in Minneapolis this week are Jim 
Finseth, Kermit Scheonrock and Randy Vogt.  

- Fluid Power Demonstration by a Mankato AVTI student at a re-
cent Hydraulics workshop at the vocational school for Waseca County 
Vocational classes. Boys present are: Brad Wallace, Wayne Hanna, 
Lee Christenson, Mark Williams and Randy Warke of New Richland-
Hartland High School.  

-Mr. And Mrs. Gerald Groskreutz of rural Wells announce the en-
gagement of their daughter, Judith to James S. Schwerin, son of rev. 
And Mrs BurtonSchwerin of Wells. Judy graduated from Wells Eas-
ton High School in 1972. She attended Augustana College in Sioux 
Falls, S.D., where she is studying nursing and psychology.  

 
75 Years Back 

- C. S. Shurson of New Richland was elected Director of Land 
O’Lakes Creameries Inc. From district 8 at the twenty ninth annual 
meeting of the cooperative marketing association held at the Land 
O'Lakes plant, Minneapolis March 8 - 10. Several thousand dairy and 
poultry farmers and plant operators attend the meeting to hear reports 
on operations for 1949 and plans for 1950.  

- Lyn Allen, second son or Mr. and Mrs. Lester Recknor, was bap-
tized at Sunday Morning services at the Lutheran Church at Waldorf. 
Reverend C. J. Gundermann was the officatior. Mr. and Mrs. Leonard 
Bluhm, Howard Nelson of Waldorf and Delores Krueger of Waseca, 
were sponsors.  

- An enjoyable evening was spent at the Earl Schlaak home Sunday 
when a group of relatives gathered at the Schlaak home to assist him 
with observing his birthday anniversary. Following an evening of 
cards a birthday lunch was served to the following guests: Mr. and 
Mrs. Jermit Iverson and Carol, Mr. and Mrs. George Kampen, Mr. 
and Mrs. Alfred Kampen and sons, Mrs. A. A. Kampen of Waseca, 
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Kampen and son, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Kampen 
of Otisco, Mr. and Mrs. Merlin Krueger, Roger and Dale, Mr. and 
Mrs. Lester Schlaak and Miss Leona and Leonard Schlaak. 

The following was posted to Facebook last week.  
Exciting News for Four Seasons 

After 11 incredible years of serving our community, we are 
excited to announce the sale of Four Seasons Apparel & 
More  to Heather and Travis Blake effective April 1. From the 
day we bought the store in August 2013, we have cherished 
every moment of helping you with your team, organization, 
and business apparel needs. As we plan for an upcoming 
chapter of our lives in Alabama, we want to thank everyone 
for their support and loyalty over the years.  

Heather and Travis, long-time residents and passionate 
community members, are thrilled to carry on the legacy of 4 
Seasons Apparel & More. Since its founding by Tom and 
Cindy Piche in 1976, the store has been a pillar of the Waseca 
community--and the Blakes are excited to continue its tradi-
tion of quality and service. Please join us in welcoming the 
Blakes as the new owners of Four Seasons Apparel & More 
effective April 1, 2025!

Four Seasons is sold
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An “economic development au-
thority” works to support and 
grow the vitality of its community. 
It can do this in many ways, in-
cluding working toward adding 
businesses or community elements 
that are needed or by seeking out 
ways to overcome circumstances 
that might be a barrier to growth, 
for example, increasing the capac-
ity of the electric grid or access to 
affordable housing. 

Waseca County community de-
velopment coordinator Tina Wil-
son is seeking input regarding 
community priorities and would 
like to receive responses to a four-
question survey. She says her in-
tent is to create a “big picture” 
view of public opinion, and so no 
names will be connected with any 
information she uses. 

Anyone wishing to respond to 
Wilson’s four questions can do so 
by emailing her at Tina.Wil-
son@wasecacounty.gov. 

Question 1: If you could tell a 
new business only one reason 
why they should located in 
Waseca County, what would 
that reason be? 

 
 
Question 2: If you could tell a 

new business only on reason why 
they should NOT locate in 
Waseca County, what would 
that reason be? 

 
 
Question 3: If you could re-

cruit one new business to 
Waseca (not retail or grocery) 
what would that business be? 

 
 
Question 4: What do you 

think the top community and 
economic development focus 
should be? (Examples: jobs, 
housing, workforce, infrastruc-
ture improvements, others)

Economic Development 
Authority seeking  
community input



By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

The game plan for Windom was
clear early on: shoot as many three-
pointers as possible.

It worked for one half.
Windom came to town last

Tuesday to face the undefeated
Waseca High School boys’ basket-
ball team, which rallied from a 46-
44 halftime deficit to win going
away, 97-74.

“Windom is a really talented bas-
ketball team,” said WHS head
coach Seth Anderson. “They have
multiple players who can shoot the
ball from very deep, and a really
skilled big guy who could score and
protect the rim. It took us a long
time to figure out how to guard
them and how to play without foul-
ing. We had trouble adjusting to
how the game was being called and
it was evident by all five of our
starters having at least two fouls
going into halftime.”

Damarius Russell, a senior bound
for Washington State on a football
schlolarship, led the Bluejays in
scoring with 31 points, adding 2
rebounds, 5 assists and two steals.
His little brother Deron, a junior,
totaled 30 points, 8 rebounds, 6
assists and 4 steals.

Others: Carson Ohnstad 8P, 5R,
3S; Ethan Hiller 6P, 9R, 2A, 6S;
Caden Danner 6P, 2R, 1A; Brandyn
Jascha 5P, 5R; Cyrett Long 5P, 2R,
1S; Wyatt Hager 4P, 3R, 1S; Isaac
Feldkamp 2P, 4R; William
Mansfield 1R; Riley Mitchell 1R.

Quintin Tietz led Windom with
22 points, including six three-point-
ers.

“I'm really happy that we figured
out how to adjust in the second half
and got a lot of defensive stops, and
that opened up our freedom offen-
sively to start gaining some separa-
tion as the game went on,” said
Coach Anderson.

The Bluejays went on to win
Friday at St. James, improving their
overall record to 24-0.

The Bluejays travel to NRHEG
tonight for the final game of the reg-
ular season. Section preliminaries
are March 4, with the quarterfinals
March 6 at the higher seeded team.
The semifinals are March 10 and
the championship game March 13 at
Minnesota State-Mankato.

Big South East
W-L  Overall

Waseca 5-0 24-0
Jackson Co. Central 6-3 20-3
Belle Plaine 6-2 15-6
Fairmont 5-3 14-8
Blue Earth Area 2-7 10-13
Tri-City United 0-9 0-23

Big South West
W-L  Overall

Luverne 6-2 15-7
Redwood Valley 5-3 16-9
Windom 5-3 12-11
St. James 2-6 11-11
Pipestone Area 2-6 9-13

Big South Big
W-   Overall

Marshall 6-0 17-7
St. Peter 3-3 11-12
Worthington 2-4 5-17
New Ulm 1-5 7-14

Class 2A state rankings
By Minnesota Basketball News

Week 11, Feb. 12, 2025
1. Albany 19-0
2. Waseca 24-0
3. Caledonia 21-2
4. Jackson County Central 20-3
5. Breck 11-9
6. Blake 18-1
7. Montevideo 18-2
8. Mora 19-1
9. Cannon Falls 19-3
10. Esko 17-4

Da.Russell Hiller

SO CLOSE – The Bluejays’ Mia Kanewischer brings the ball
up the court against St. James’ full-court press during a 52-49
buzzer-beating loss Friday night. Pioneer photo  by Jim Lutgens
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By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

Entering the Section 2A gym-
nastics meet Thursday, Feb. 13 at
Mankato East High School,
Waseca High School senior Bella
Wikan was fairly confident of
advancing to state in the uneven
parallel bars or maybe one other
event.

She did better than that.
Wikan scored 36.45 points in

all-around, reaching state in the
coveted event.

As a team, the Bluejays fin-
ished fourth in a tough section
with a season-best 134.275
points. Mankato East won with
143.625, edging Mankato West
for first. Nine teams competed.
Waseca’s score was its third-best
in school history.

Wikan finished third in all-
around, first on bars with a 9.25,
ninth on vault with an 8.95, eighth
on the balance beam at 8.875 and
fourth on floor exercise with a
9.375.

The Bluejays established a
school record of 33.875 on the
balance beam, the second time
this season they accomplished the
feat.

“This is the first time since I
have coached at Waseca that this
has happened at a section meet,”
said WHS head coach Kim
Wendland.

Katelyn Weber was Waseca’s
second-best all-around finisher
with 33.45 points. She scored
8.725 on vault, 8.6 on floor, 8.45
on the beam and 7.7 on bars.

Next was Hannah Parks, who
totaled 32.775 all-around points
which included an 8.6 on beam,
8.45 on vaultk, 8.325 on floor and
7.4 on bars.

The Bluejays’ Avery Carda
scored 31.5 all-around points,
with an 8.25 on vault, 8.075 on
floor, 7.975 on beam and 6.85 on
bars.

The Bluejays’ other senior,
Brooklyn Flatau, totaled 30.775
points on all-around. She scored
8.7 on vault, 8.025 on floor, and
6.7 on bars.

“We started off the year losing
eight gymnasts, with only five
girls on the varsity,” said Coach
Wendland. “This makes it very
challenging when there are
injuries or illness. These girls
showed up for practice, worked
hard and gave it 100% every
meet. We had one of the most
memorable seasons; They set so
many personal records on each
event and broke their team goal
three times. I am just super proud
of them. They define the word
team.”

The state meet is Feb. 21-22 at
Roy Wilkins Auditorium in St.
Paul.

NOT TONIGHT – The Waseca High School boys’ basketball team remained undefeated last
week, defeating Windom at home Tuesday and winning Friday at St. James. Above, the Bluejays’
Deron Russell (1) takes the ball to the hoop against Windom. Below, Waseca’s Brandyn Jascha
sets up for a jump shot. Far below, the Bluejays’ Ethan Hiller hustles to keep the ball from going
out of bounds.                                                                                            Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens

So close, yet so far.
That’s the way the night ended

Friday for the Waseca High School
girls’ basketball, which lost 52-49
to St. James on a game-winning
three-pointer at the buzzer.

For the Bluejays, Callie Dufault
finished with 18 points, Gracie
Morgan 11 and Reese Rodriguez
10. Lexi Kanewischer added 5,
Mia Kanewischer 3 and Lily
Owens 2 for the Bluejays.

Reese Malgren hit the winning
three for the Saints.

On Tuesday, the Bluejays trav-
eled to Windom and lost 74-40.

Dufault finished with 17 points,
Morgan 9, Mia Kanewischer 6,
Lexi Kanewischer 4, Katelyn
McMurphey 2 and Belle Miller 2.

The Bluejays hosted St. Peter
Monday and fell short 57-32.

Scoring: Rodriguez 9, Morgan 7,
Dufault 5k, Mia Kanesischer 3,
Gaby Lopez 3, Owens 2, Hannah
Sommers 2 and Lexi Kanewischer
1.

The Bluejays, seeded 13th, open
the Section 2AA tournament

Monday, Feb. 24 at 7 p.m. at
fourth-seeded Glencoe-Silver
Lake. The winner plays Feb. 27
against No. 4 Norwood-Young
America or No. 7 Minnesota
Valley Lutheran, with the high
seed hosting. The section semifi-
nals are March 3 at Minnesota
State-Mankato and the champi-
onship game is March 7 at
Mankato.

Big South East
Jackson Co. Central 7-2 19-6
Tri-City United 7-2 17-6
Fairmont 6-3 16-7
Belle Plaine 4-5 10-14
Waseca 1-4 5-21
Blue Earth 0-9 0-23

Big South West
Redwood Valley 6-2 17-8
Windom 6-2 19-6
St. James 5-3 18-6
Pipestone 3-5 13-12
Luverne 0-8 4-20

Big South Big
Marshall 6-0 23-1
New Ulm 3-3 16-7
St. Peter 3-3 13-10
Worthington 0-6 1-24

The dual-meet season came to a
conlusion for the Waseca High
School wrestling team Thursday
with a 49-24 loss to
Caledonia/Houston in the Section
1AA tournament at Pine Island.

The results, by weight:
107 - Walker Kohlmeyer

(Caledonia-Houston) over Owen
Sommers Fall 1:06; 114 - Aiden
Burns (Caledonia-Houston) over
Unknown (Forfeit); 121 - Aaren
Kulas (Caledonia-Houston) over
Jackson Janike Fall 1:34; 127 -
Hunter Frank (Caledonia-
Houston) over Archer O`Brien
Fall 0:28; 133 - Braxton Lange
(Caledonia-Houston) over Jacob
Knutson Maj 13-1; 139 - Deven
Parpart (Waseca) over Trevin

Meyers Fall 0:24; 145 - Tanner
Ginther (Caledonia-Houston)
over Jaiden Schafer Fall 1:22; 152
- Will Allen (Caledonia-Houston)
over Sam Selthun  Fall 2:38; 160
- Slade Barnett (Waseca) over
Tucker Martell Fall 0:56; 172 -
Charlie Mauss (Caledonia-
Houston) over Ton Bethke Maj
14-3; 189 - Cooper Allen
(Caledonia-Houston) over Lucas
Selthun TF 20-4; 215 - Matthew
Veroeven (Waseca) over Logan
Kinstler Fall 1:11; 285 - Ben
Hagen (Waseca) over Rae`Shaun
Smith Fall 1:14

Next up for the Bluejays is the
Section 1AA individual tourna-
ment Feb. 21-22 at the Rochester
Mayo Civic Center.

On to state
Wikan advances in all-around as
Bluejays set school record on beam

STRONG SHOWING – Above, the Bluejays’ Bella Wikan,
right, is greeted by a teammate after her balance beam rou-
tine during the Section 2A gymnastics meet Thursday. Below
from left, Hannah Parks, Avery Carda, Katelyn Weber and
Wikan established a new school record on the beam.

Photos by Nora Flatness

Dual-meet season
ends for Waseca
wrestling squad

Buzzer beater
WHS girls fall on game’s final shot

Bluejays
remain
unbeaten
No. 2-ranked
WHS boys
improve to 24-0



After defeating Medford 48-21
and Westfield 38-27, the dual meet
season ended for the WEM/JWP
wrestling team with a 40-24 loss to
LCWM in the Section 2A tourna-
ment Thursday.

Next up for the Grizzlies is the
Section 2A individual tournament at
Blue Earth Saturday at 10 a.m.

The results vs. Medford:
• 107: Kyle Witter (MEDF) over

Jacksten Knish (TF 25-8 5:40) 114:
Brenden  Masso (WEJW) over
(For.) 121: Trey Richards (WEJW)
over Elliot Jones (Dec 9-8) 127:
Carson Petry (WEJW) over Wyatt
Moorman (TF 18-0 3:16) 133:
Brady Murphy (WEJW) over Boe
Wilson (Fall 0:56) 139: Kaden
Harfmann (MEDF) over Carson
James (Fall 1:04) 145: Zach Quast
(WEJW) over Chase Balzer (MD
14-6) 152: Lucas Morsching
(WEJW) over (For.) 160: James
Wegner (MEDF) over Luke  Cahill
(MD 12-2) 172: Maddox Moreno
(WEJW) over Aiden Hunt (Fall
1:19) 189: Luther Johannes (MEDF)
over Carter Hoehn (Fall 1:08) 215:
Avery Fall (WEJW) over Conor
Wilson (Fall 0:47) 285: Keegan
Kuball (WEJW) over Mason
Degrood (MEDF) (Fall 2:46)

Against Westfield:
107: Elijah Butteris (WERA) over

Jacksten Knish (Fall 2:27) 114:
Brenden  Masso (WEJW) over
Derek Miner (Dec 15-11) 121: Trey
Richards (WEJW) over Peyton
Lembke (MD 14-1) 127: Carson
Petry (WEJW) over Isaac  Fort (Fall

1:19) 133: Brady Murphy (WEJW)
over Cayden  Maly (Fall 2:14) 139:
Bo Zwiener (WERA) over Carson
James (Fall 2:16) 145: Gage
Mullenbach (WERA) over Zach
Quast (WEJW) (Fall 1:26) 152:
Cannon Wacek (WERA) over Lucas
Morsching (SD-14-1) 160: Luke
Cahill (WEJW) over Jaxon Meier
(MD 9-0) 172: Maddox Moreno
(WEJW) over Chase Kiser (Fall
3:48) 189: Avery Fall (WEJW) over
David Clennon (Dec 7-1) 215: Alex
Lea (WERA) over Lawrence Pietz
(Fall 1:12) 285: Keegan Kuball
(WEJW) over Wyatt Arndt (Fall
1:10)

Against LCWM:
107: Brody Herbst (LCWM) over

Jacksten Knish (Fall 0:56) 114:
Ryder Antony (LCWM) over

Brenden  Masso (Fall 1:33) 121:
Connor Othoudt (LCWM) over Trey
Richards (MD 10-2) 127: Carson
Petry (WEJW) over Brody Wieland
(TF 16-0 1:50) 133: Carson Othoudt
(LCWM) over Carson James (Fall
1:11) 139: Brady  Murphy (WEJW)
over Logan Quade (Dec 7-2) 145:
Talan Osborne (LCWM) over Reed
Sammon (Fall 1:05) 152: Ryan
Palmer (LCWM) over Charles
Adams (Fall 0:44) 160: Lucas
Morsching (WEJW) over Nathan
Sickler (TF 15-0 2:08) 172: Maddox
Moreno (WEJW) over Colin
Peterson (Fall 2:33) 189: Nick
Slater (LCWM) over Carter Hoehn
(Fall 0:53) 215: Avery Fall (WEJW)
over Solomon Maxwell (Dec 4-0)
285: Keegan Kuball (WEJW) over
Mason Adams (Dec 5-0)

BIG WIN – The JWP High School girls’ basketball team captured its biggest win of the season Saturday, defeating Triton 64-57 at
Dodge Center for the outright Gopher Conference championship. Front from left: Onikia Herme, Kwynn Krause, Ellie Morsching,
Lilly Strauss, Katie Olson, Nevaeh Weimert, Mikayla Wheelock and Presley James. Back: assistant coach Emily Olson, assistant
coach Andrea Kronbach, Autumn Thissen, Paige Walz, Claire Walz, Aubrey Adams, Hope Dimmel, head coach Brandon Goebel and
assistant coach Liz. Kvebak.                                                                                                                    Photo by LeAnn Kavitz

SIX FOR A FALL – The Grizzlies’ Maddox Moreno, left, and Brendan Masso, right, put away their opponents in recent action for
the WEM/JWP wrestling team, which saw its season end Thursday with a 40-25 loss to LCWM in the Section 2A team tournament
Thursday. Below, the Grizzlies’ Carson James battles.                                                                                      Photos by LeAnn Kavitz
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The Janesville-Waldorf-
Pemberton girls’ basketball team
knew it would be a tall task to upend
Triton Saturday at Dodge Center for
the outright Gopher Conference
championship.

Mission accomplished.
The Bulldogs, who finished first

in the Gopher Conference West,
handed the Cobras their first confer-
ence setback with a 64-57 victory.

For the Bulldogs, Katie Olson
finished with 23 points, 4 rebounds
and four steals. Nevaeh Wiemert
totaled 19 points and 4 rebounds,
Mikayla Wheelock 12 points and 5
rebounds. Adding eight points
apiece were Presley James and
Hope Dimmel. James also pulled
down 11 rebounds.

Earlier in the week, the Bulldogs
defeated WEM 79-53 in their final
conference game of the season at
Janesville.

Individually for JWP: Olson 24P,
6R, 3A; Kwynn Krause 11P, 6R, 1S;
Weimert 19P, 5R; James 7P, 4R;
Austum Thissen 4P; Wheelock 8P,
6R; Dimmel 3P, 4R.

“The team did a lot of things
well,” said Bulldogs head coach
Brandon Goebel. “We defended at a
high level, played with high energy
and effort, and played for each
other. We have another big test on
Saturday for the conference cham-
pionship at Triton.”

The Bulldogs  concluded the reg-
ular season Tuesday at Cleveland.

Seeded No. 1 in Section 2AA,
JWP opens the section tourney Feb.
27 vs. No. 8 Maple River or No. 9
St. Clair at 7 p.m. The semifinals
are March 3 at Minnesota State-
Mankato and the championship
game is March 7 at Mankato.

Gopher Conference West
W-L        Ov.

JWP 7-1 22-3
NRHEG 7-1 19-5
WEM 4-4 13-12
United South Central 2-6 14-12
Medford 0-8 0-25

Gopher Conference East
W-L         Ov.

Triton 10-0 23-3
Bethlehem Academy 7-3 13-11
Hayfield/Schaeffer Ac. 7-3 15-10
Randolph 3-7 9-17
Blooming Prairie 2-8 7-18
Kenyon-Wan. 1-9 7-19

The JWP boys’ basketball
team won twice last week,
defeating Minnesota Valley
Lutheran 70-50 Tuesday and
winning 50-46 at WEM Friday.

Against MVL, Daulton Bauer
finished with 26 points, four
rebounds, four assists and four
steals. Gavin Bauer totaled 15
points, five rebounds, four
assists and two steals.

Also: Gavin Weedman 10P,
1S; Landon Johnson 8P, 4R, 1A,
2S, 1 blocked shot; Ethan Born
3P, 6R, 3A, 3S; Parker Gearity
2P, 4R; Caleb Quast 2P, 5R, 4A,
2S; Jason Wolff 2P; Jeffrey
Simonson 2P, 1R; Isaiah Berndt
3R, 1A.

On Friday, the Bulldogs won
50-46 at WEM after leading 25-
19 at halftime.

Individually: Quast 16P, 7R,
5A, 2S; G.Bauer 13P, 6R, 2A,
2S, 1B; D.Bauer 10P, 4R, 3A,
3S; Johnson 6P, 2R, 1S;Gearity
2P, 1R; Born 2P, 8R, 1A, 3S,
2B; Berndt 1R; Weedman 1P,
4R.

The Bulldogs play Friday at
USC and end the regular season
Feb. 25 at Albert Lea.

Gopher Conference West
JWP 7-0 19-4
WEM 5-2 11-11
United So. Central 4-3 9-15
NRHEG 1-6 3-20
Medford 0-6 0-22

Gopher Conference East
Triton 9-0 18-6
Blooming Prairie 6-3 16-6
Randolph 6-3 10-14
Kenyon-Wan. 5-4 13-12
Hayfield 1-8 7-17
Bethlehem Acad. 0-9 2-20

REUNITED – A reunion was held for the 2004 NRHEG girls’ basketball state tournament team Monday, Feb. 10 prior to the
Panthers’ game against St. Clair. In attendance were, from left, Onika Peterson, Jackie Schultz, Brian Hanson, Mindy (Sparby)
Chevalier, Alison (Anderson) Ricketts, Erin (Anderson) Holland, Emily (Hagen) Anderson, Kyree (Wobbrock) Worley, Lynsi (Espe)
Romportl.                                                                                                                                                   Pioneer photo by Jim Lutgens

A reunion of the 2024 NRHEG
High School girls' basketball team
was held prior to the Panthers' game
against St. Clair Monday, Feb. 10.

All three coaches of the team -
Mindy (Sparby) Chevalier, Jackie
Schultz and Brian Hanson -  were
there, along with players Erin
(Anderson) Holland, Emily (Hagen)
Anderson, Lynsi (Espe) Romportl
and Alison (Anderson) Ricketts,
and managers Kyree (Wobbrock)
Worley and Onika Peterson, the
Panthers' current head coach.

Unable to attend were former
players Chelsy Quiram, Jessica
(Grunzke) Haakensen, Jessica
(Brouwers) Hanna, Lisa Demmer,
Traci Nelson, Jasmine (Brouwers)
Schumack and the late Stephanie
Hanna.

The 2024 Panthers were:
* The first team in school history

to make it to the basketball state
tournament.

* The first team in school history

to make it to any girls' state tourna-
ment.

* Finished the season with a
record of 26-3 prior to the state
tournament, with a final record of
27-5.

The unranked Panthers defeated
Belle Plaine, Triton, and Hayfield
before upsetting LeSueur-
Henderson at Gustavus Adolphus
College to send the team to the first-
ever basketball state tournament
with their point guard on the bench
with five fouls.

At state, the Panthers defeated
Crosby-Ironton by two points
before falling to eventual state
champion Breck in the semifinals.

The Panthers lost to Albany in the
third-place game to finish fourth in
the 2024 state tournament.

The team, according to many,
was a spark for the NRHEG youth
basketball program. Ten years later,
the Panthers made another state
tournament run. Coincidence?

Reunion held for 2004
NRHEG state tourney team

JWP girls claim
conference title
Bulldogs defeat Triton, 64-57

JWP boys
win two,
improve
to 19-4

After two
wins, dual
season ends
for Grizzlies
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The New Richland-Hartland-
Ellendale-Geneva boys’ basket-
ball team ventured to Target
Center in Minneapolis last
Monday to take on Blooming
Prairie.

The Panthers lost to the
Blossoms, 88-39.

Individually for NRHEG:
Greyson Schaefer 7 points, 5
rebounds, 1 block; Calvin
Nissen 9P, 1R, 3 assists, 1 steal;
Owen Wayne 5P, 2R, 3S;
Brendan Schmidt 4P, 3R, 1S;
Justin Beauvais 3P; Mack
Gilliland 2A, 1S; Sean Lassahn
3P, 2R, Brock Holland 2P, 1R;
Jase Knudson 1A.

After a Monday home game
against Tri-City United, the
Panthers host unbeaten Waseca
Thursday at 7:15 p.m. They
face Medford at home Friday at
7:15 and conclude the regular
season Feb. 28 at Martin
County West.

The section tournament starts
March 4, with the quarterfinals
set for March 5, the semifinals
March 10 at Mankato, and the
championship game March 11
at 8 p.m. at Mankato

Gopher Conference West
W-L   Overall

JWP 7-0 19-4
WEM 5-2 11-11
United So. Central 4-3 9-15
NRHEG 1-6 3-20
Medford 0-6 0-22

Gopher Conference East
W-L       Ov.

Triton 9-0 18-6
Blooming Prairie 6-3 16-6
Randolph 6-3 10-14
Kenyon-Wan. 5-4 13-12
Hayfield 1-8 7-17
Bethlehem Acad. 0-9 2-20

The New Richland-Hartland-
Ellendale-Geneva High School
wrestling team – in its final dual
meet of the 2024-25 season – saved
its best for last.

It was almost good enough for a
victory.

The Panthers saw their dual-meet
season end Thursday at Blooming
Prairie with a 41-30 loss to
Westfield in a meet they led 30-29
with two matches remaining.

“This was a bittersweet night for
us,” said Panthers head coach
Shawn Larson. “We wrestled about
as well as we could in this dual. It is
bitter because this is the last time
that our seniors will compete with
the team, however those seniors can
be proud of the fight the entire team

brought.”
It was a big improvement from

when the Panthers met the
Razorbacks earlier this season.

“The last time that we competed
with Westfield, the match was very
one-sided in their favor,” said
Larson. “It was a good feeling to be
winning the dual with two weight
classes left. Even though we were
not able to get the win, that was
pretty close to the best that we could
be at that moment. We are proud of
our team, and we are going to work
making a better run next season.”

Winning for NRHEG were
Grahm Jacobson, 107 pounds;
Charlie Tufte, 121; Chase
Johannsen, 133; Harbor Cromwell,
160; Ryan Schlaak, 172; and Wyatt

Larson, 189.
The Panthers forfeited at 139 and

285.
NRHEG’s next competition is the

Section 2A individual tournament.
This event takes place in Blue Earth
on Saturday, Feb. 22, starting at 10
a.m.

Match-by-match results at
Blooming Prairie:

• 107 Grahm Jacobson (NRHEG)
over Bentley Miller  (MD 11-2)

• 114 Derek Miner (Westfield)
over Tucker Flatness (Fall 0:48)

• 121 Charles Tufte (NRHEG)
over Peyton Lembke (Dec 8-5)

• 127 Isaac Fort (Westfield) over
Dakota Schlaak (Fall 1:08)

• 133 Chase Johannsen (NRHEG)
over Cayden Maly (Fall 1:33)

• 139 Bo Zwiener (Westfield)
over Unknown (For.)

• 145 Cannon Wacek (Westfield)
over Khaiden Madson (TF 17-0
4:30)

• 152 Gage Mullenbach
(Westfield) over Noah Weller (TF
16-0 4:10)

• 160 Harbor Cromwell
(NRHEG) over Jaxon Meier (Fall
3:00)

• 172 Ryan Schlaak (NRHEG)
over Chase Kiser  (Fall 2:38)

• 189 Wyatt Larson (NRHEG)
over David Clennon (Fall 3:40)

• 215 Alex Lea (Westfield) over
Cole Hutchens (Fall 2:31)

• 285 Wyatt Arndt (Westfield)
over Unknown (For.)

The New Richland-Hartland-
Ellendale-Geneva High School
girls’ basketball team went 3-for-3
last week, with victories at
Randolph Friday, at home against
Alden-Conger/Glenville-Emmons 

The Panthers started strong at
Randolph, taking an early lead and
never giving it up. They led 40-27 at
halftime.

“Three games in a week at the end
of the season is always tough,” said
NRHEG head coach Onika
Peterson. “To pick up three wins in a
week showcases the team's resilien-
cy.”

Camryn VanMaldeghem was red
hot, finishing with 39 points, 12
rebounds, an assist, 2 steals and a
blocked shot.

Her twin sister, Quinn, finished
with 16 points, 12 rebounds, 4

assists, five steals and 1 block.
Others: Ezra Boerner 5P, 2R, 1S;

Clara Buendorf 6P, 2R, 1; Savannah
Farr 5P, 1R; Chloe Stork 5R, 2A;
Julieann Wobbrock 2R; Kylie Olson
6P, 6R.

The Panthers were without the
services of starting guard Gabby
Schlaak, who missed the game with
illness.

The Panthers never trailed against
AC/GE and won handily.

Individually: C.VanMaldeghem

24P, 5R, 1A, 3S; Boerner 11P, 3R;
Olson 11P, 8R, 1S;
Q.VanMaldeghem 8P, 4R, 1A, 4S,
1B; Schlaak 6P, 2R, 1S; Farr 3R;
Stork 1R; Joey Rossing 3P, 1R;
Emilia Stadheim 1R; Alayna
Groskreutz 1R.

“It was a great night to get a lot of
kids playing time,” said Coach
Peterson.

A reunion of the 2004 NRHEG
girls’ basketball team was held prior
to Monday’s lop-sided 69-42 victory

over St. Clair. It was 35-17 at half-
time.

Individually: C.VanMaldeghem
32P, 10R, 2S; Olson 12P, 9R;
Q.VanMaldeghem 9P, 12R, 1A, 3S,
1B; Schlaak 5P, 7R; Boerner 2P, 2R,
1A; Buendorf 3P, 1A, 1B; Farr 1S;
Stork 3P, 2R, 3B; Rossing 3P.

“St. Clair is a solid team,” said
Peterson. “They hit a couple big
threes to get them going. We came
out a half step slow and a tad cold on
our shooting. Once we started going
we really pulled away. The kids
moved the ball well on offense,
finding the open shooter, and our
rebounding was solid, which gave
us a lot of second and third-chance
shot opportunities”

The Panthers concluded the regu-

lar season Tuesday at Tri-City
United. The Panthers, seeded No. 2
in Section 2AA, open tournament
play Feb. 24 at home against No. 15
Medford. The winner plays Feb. 27
against No. 7 WEM or No. 10
Sibley East.

Gopher Conference West
JWP 7-1 22-3
NRHEG 7-1 19-5
WEM 4-4 13-12
United South Central 2-6 14-12
Medford 0-8 0-25

Gopher Conference East
Triton 10-0 23-3
Bethlehem Academy 7-3 13-11
Hayfield/Schaeffer Ac. 7-3 15-10
Randolph 3-7 9-17
Blooming Prairie 2-8 7-18
Kenyon-Wan. 1-9 7-19

Three up, three down.
That was the story of the week

for the Waseca High School boys’
hockey team, which completed a
3-0 week with a 5-2 triumph at
Marshall Saturday.

The Bluejays jumped on top 3-
0 after one period and led 4-1 after
two. They outshot the Tigers 24-
20. Waseca was penalized five
times for 10 minutes, Marshall
three times for six minutes.

Scoring goals for Waseca were
Beckett Srph, Avery Selvik, Lucas
Groll and Brayden Hesch-Priem,
with assists going to Groll, Hesch-
Priem, Henry Huttemier, Srp,
Griffin Storey and Jayden
Gehring.

In goal for the Bluejays was
senior Carter Martens, who regis-
tered 18 saves.

Two nights earlier, the Bluejays
ventured to New Ulm and came
home with a 6-1 victory, outshoot-
ing the Eagles 33-27. Penalties for
both teams were for eight min-
utes,.

Storey, Hunter Anderson, Jude
Gehring and Jackson Tesch put the
puck in the net for the Bluejays,
with assists by Anderson, Cash
Lynch, Storey and Otto
Schoenrock.

Winning goaltender Martens
made 26 saves.

On Friday, the Bluejays won 4-
1 over Dodge County at Kasson.

After a scoreless first period,
the Bluejays tallied three goals in
the second period to take a 3-0
lead into the third.

Waseca drew 14 penalty min-
utes on seven infractions, Dodge
County eight on four. Shots on
goal were 27-23 in favor of the
Bluejays.

Scoring for Waseca: Storey,
Anderson, Groll and Lynch.
Assists were registered by Selvik,
Dahl and Tesch.

The Bluejays scored two power
play goals and one shorthanded.

Josiah Schmidtke was in goal
for Waseca, totaling 18 saves.

The Bluejays finished the regu-
lar season 20-3-2 overall and 14-1-
1 in the Big South Conference,
second to Luverne by one point.

The Bluejays earned the No. 2
seed in the Section 1AA tourna-
ment, earning a first-round bye.
They’ll host Faribault or Austin
tonight at 7 p.m. in the opening
round. The semifinals are Saturday
at the Rochester Recreation Center
and the championship game is
Wednesday at 7 p.m. at Rochester.

Big South Standings

WLT   PTS   Overall

Luverne 14-0-2 30 19-4-2

Waseca 14-1-1 29 20-3-2

New Ulm 7-5-0 22 10-12-2

Marshall 9-7-0 18 11-14-0

Minn. River 6-5-1 17 10-13-0

Worthington 6-10-0 12 7-18-0

Windom 6-11-0 12 6-18-1

Redwood V. 4-13-0 8 5-19-0

Fairmont 1-15-0 2 1-23-0

NRHEG boys
fall short at
Target Center

THREE-WIN WEEK — At left, the Panthers’ Chloe Stork (15) and Quinn VanMeldeghem (4) disrupt the Alden-Conger/Glenville-Emmons offense during Thursday’s
victory in New Richland. At right, NRHEG’s Clara Buendorf (10) draws the foul while driving to the basket. It was part of a three-win week for the Panthers, who
defeated St. Clair on Monday and Randolph Friday. Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens

BIG WEEK – The
Bluejays’ Griffin Storey (22)
had a big week as the WHS
boys’ hockey team finished
the regular season with
three wins, earning the No.
2 seed behind Northfield in
Section 1AA.

Pioneer photo by Jim Lutgens

ALMOST – The NRHEG High School wrestling team almost knocked off Westfield in the Section 2A tournament at Blooming
Prairie Thursday. Post victories for the Panthers were Harbor Cromwell, left, and Grahm Jacobson, right.

Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens

NRHEG wrestlers end dual-meet season
Panthers fall to Westfield despite holding lead with two matches remaining

WHS boys’
hockey team
wins 3 more

A three-win week for NRHEG basketball girls
Regular season concludes this week; section tournament starts Feb. 24

“Three games in a week at the end
of the season is always tough.”

— NRHEG coach Onika Peterson

Jays end regular
season 20-3-2,
draw No. 2 seed
in Section 1AA
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Office of the Minnesota Secretary 
of State 
Certificate of Assumed Name 
Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 333 
 
The filing of an assumed name does 
not provide a user with exclusive 
rights to that name. The filing is re-
quired for consumer protection in 
order to enable customers to be able 
to identify the true owner of a busi-
ness. 
 
ASSUMED NAME: Dalga-
moni Electric 
PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSI-
NESS: 819 2nd St. NW Waseca, 
MN, 56093 
 
APPLICANT(S): 
Name: Nyle Ahmad Dalgamoni 
Address: 819 2nd St. NW Waseca, 
MN, 56093 
 
If you submit an attachment, it will 
be incorporated into this document. 
If the attachment conflicts with the 
information specifically set forth in 
this document, this document super-
sedes the data referenced in the at-
tachment. 
 
By typing my name, I, the under-
signed, certify that I am signing this 
document as the person whose sig-

nature is required, or as agent of the 
person(s) whose signature would be 
required who has authorized me to 
sign this document on his/her be-
half, or in both capacities. I further 
certify that I have completed all re-
quired fields, and that the infor-
mation in this 
document is true and correct and in 
compliance with the applicable 
chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I un-
derstand that by signing this doc-
ument I am subject to the penalties 
of perjury as set forth in Section 
609.48 as if I had signed this doc-
ument under oath. 
 
SIGNED BY: Nyle Dalgamoni 
 
MAILING ADDRESS: None 
Provided 
 
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NO-
TICES: ndalgamoni@gmail.com 

 
Work Item 1523531400024 
Original File Number 
1523531400024 
 
STATE OF MINNESOTA OFFICE 
OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
FILED 
12/19/2024 11:59 PM 
Steve Simon Secretary of State 
 
Published in the Waseca County 
Pioneer on February 20 and 27, 
2025

We are accepting 
applications for:

1 bedroom apartments
Income guidelines apply

Vouchers accepted

2 bedroom & 3 bedroom 
Rent based on income

Professionally managed by:

SUMMIT
ON SECOND

APARTMENTS
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL

507-201-3474

Johnson  
APARTMENTS 

507-456-9514 
Operating in 

Waseca, Steele, 
Freeborn  
Counties 

johnsonrents.com
Got news? 
507-837-6767
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BrBrilillilianant t BlBlueuejayjays

Jack
Kindergarten

Jack is a brilliant bluejay in so 
many ways.  Jack leads by 

example, has a wonderful work 
ethic in all areas, and comes to 
school ready to learn.  Because 
he is such a good listener, he 
follows directions the first 

time they are given and has A+ 
work all the time.  He is kind, 
respectful to all, and a great 

helper in the classroom to all of 
his classmates. Way to go, Jack!

Eiza
1st Grade

Eiza shows the Bluejay Way by 
always working hard, staying 
optimistic, keeping her desk 
and areas around her tidy, 
supporting her classmates, 
listens thoughtfully, and is 

always excited to do her best! 
Eiza, keep up the great work 

and continue to work hard! Way 
to show the Bluejay Way!

Layne
2nd Grade

Layne has worked really hard in 
second grade to become a 

Brililant Bluejay!  He has shown 
the Bluejay Way by working hard 

and trying his best in class, 
doing neat work, and 

complementing others for their 
successes.   I'm very proud of 

you, Layne!  Keep up the 
GREAT work!

BrBrilillilianant t BlBlueuejayjays

Valentina
3rd Grade

Amina is a great example of 
someone who is always 

respecting property. She not 
only keeps her own items neat 

and organized, she also 
regularly helps to clean up the 
classroom, organize our class 

library and picks up after 
others. 

Piper
3rd Grade

Piper shows the Bluejay Way 
each day.  She leads by example 

and demonstrates what 
Respecting Self looks like by 
trying her best, keeping her 

space clean, following 
directions and showing 

persistance. 

Phoenix
3rd Grade

Phoenix is always kind and 
helpful. He is a Brilliant Bluejay

with a heart of gold!

Brilliant Bluejays

The annual Cub Scout Pinewood 
Derby was held the weekend of Feb. 
15 and 16 at the Scout building on 
the Waseca County Fairgrounds.  

Awards were given for fastest cars 
first through fourth place.  

According to organizers, derby 
cars built this year were some of the 
fastest the competition has ever seen. 
Local derby competition features a 
35-foot, polished aluminum track 
with a built-in timer. Winning cars 
made the trip down the Pinewood 
derby track in 3 seconds or less, trav-
eling approximately160 miles per 
hour.  

Cub scouts in kindergarten 
through grade four create handmade, 
unpowered cars for the competition. 
Family members, including parents 
and siblings, are allowed to compete 
in an “open class” and can use more 
modifications with heavier cars. The 
winning open class car had an aver-
age speed of 164 miles per hour.  

In addition to speed, Derby cars 
were evaluated on design and other 
characteristics. Titles included Best 
Design, Best in Show, Most Imagi-
nation, Most Unique. Among the de-
sign winners  were a fire engine car, 
a yellow Pikachu car, a carrot shaped 
car with Bugs Bunny, shiny paint 
jobs, flame decals, multi colors and 
Lego figures as drivers. 

Cub Scouts had a great time cheer-

ing on their own cars and those of 
fellow scouts. Parents were excited 
too and often trading tips and hints 
for speedy derby cars. 

The Pinewood Derby track will be 
in action again from 5 to 7 p.m. at the 
Waseca County Early Childhood 
Fair at the intermediate school gym 

on March 28. At that time, anyone in 
kindergarten through fourth grade is 
welcome to practice racing cars 
down the track and experience the 
excitement of this event. Contact 
Beckypetsinger@gmail.com for 
Waseca Pack 86 Cub Scout infor-
mation. 

Pinewood derby classic

Younger Lions, Tiger, Wolf Cub Scouts (kindergarten, first and second grade) From left, back 
row: Mitchell Petsinger, AJ Hinkhouse, Astrid Millington, Marrick Boeckman, James Bouressa, 
Alex Lustig, Elliott Langr, Tobiathan Garrison. Front row: Coyle Bauer, Naveah Lustig.

The older Bear and Webelo Cub Scouts (third and fourth grades) Back row from left: William 
Bouressa, Hayden Villwock, Luke Landru, Asher Huper, Michael Petsinger, EJ Langr, Cullen Baxter. 
First row:Julian Grunwald, Liam Cory, Piper Arens. Not pictured: Evan Miller.

Open class participants (parents and siblings), back row from left: Kevin Cory, LeaAnn Cory, 
Josh Boeckman, Luke Landru, Josh Langr, April Miller, Dacia Hinkhouse. Front row: Bjorn Baxter, 
Matilyn Petsinger, Julian Grunwald.

First- through fourth-place winners of the Bears and Webelos. From left: First place Liam Cory, 
second place Asher Huper, third place Hayden Villwock, fourth place Evan Miller. 

The first- through fourth-place winners among the Lions, Tigers, and Wolves were (from left) 
fourth place AJ Hinkhouse, third place Elliot Langr, second place Coyle Bauer, first place Marrick 
Boeckman, Cubmaster Donald Landru.

Heartwarming

Rick and Sheila Morris of Waseca Greenhouse and Floral took a moment prior to Valentine's Day 
to stand among the hundreds of flowers waiting to be made into bouquets and other gifts. The cou-
ple is hoping to find a buyer who will continue the legacy of their business after they retire.
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