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Blood drive

Boundary Waters
exhibit at the New
Richland Library in

January

Learn about the Boundary
Waters Canoe Area at the New
Richland Library, its wildlife,
and how to visit in this pop-up
Waseca-Le Sueur Regional Li-
brary System exhibit. This will
be available during the month of
January.

Book Blizzard Reading
Challenge at Waseca
Le Sueur Regional
Library system for

January and February

Waseca-Le Sueur Regional
Library System will be holding
its annual adult winter reading
challenge in January and Feb-
ruary. To encourage reading and
thank patrons who use our
booksReaders over the age of 18
can read to win prizes, this year
with bonus reading challenges!
See your local library for more
details.

“Book Bathing” at
Waseca Public Library
during all open hours

in January

The Waseca Public Library
will host a “Book Bathing” ex-
perience during any open hours
in January. To participate, bring
headphones, a smart phone, and
imagination to Waseca Public
Library. Adult coloring books, a
word search, and other activities
will also be available to help in
stress reduction and relaxation.

Steak and Shrimp Fry
at the American
Legion Friday, Jan. 10

The Waseca American Legion
will have a steak and shrimp fry
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Fri-
day, Jan. 10. Hosted by the
Waseca Soccer Club. There will
also be a meat raffle at 5:30 p.m.
Musician Andy Tackett will be
present from 7:30-10:30 p.m.

Gun and Knife Show
at The Mill Friday and

Saturday Jan. 10 & 11
The Mill will host a Gun and
Knife show from 4-§ p.m. on
Friday, Jan. 10 and from 9 a.m.
till 4 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 11.
Dealers and vendors will be
buying, selling and trading guns,
ammo, tactical gear and other
accessories. [.D. required.

Pajama Story Time at
the Waseca Public

Library Mon., Jan. 13

There will be a Pajama Story
Time at the Waseca Public Library
at 5:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 13. Get
ready for bedtime with cozy
stories, crafts and other activities.
Kids are encouraged to wear paja-
mas. Geared for ages 0-5.

Jigsaw Puzzle Derby
at the Waseca Public
Library Wednesday,
Jan. 15

There will be a Jigsaw Puzzle
Derby at the Waseca Public Li-
brary at 10 a.m. Wednesday Jan.
15. Teams of up to four players
for competition. First team to
complete puzzle wins a prize and
bragging rights.

A word from

And not only the
creation, but we our-
selves, who have the
firstfruits of the Spirit,
groan inwardly as we
wait  eagerly for
adoption as sons.

Romans 8:23

Bethlehem Inn
receives $39,000
In “homelessness
prevention” funds

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

Bethlehem Inn, a Waseca shelter
which provides short-term housing
for women and their children, re-
ceived $39,630 in unanticipated
funding during a special meeting of
the Waseca County Board of Com-
missioners Tuesday, Dec. 31, when
commissioners approved transfer-
ring $39,630 in “homelessness pre-
vention aid” to the facility.

The funds had been issued to the
county in 2023 under a Covid-moti-
vated program which began in 2021
and will continue through 2028, ac-
cording to county administrator Mi-
chael Johnson. One stipulation is
that money received under the pro-
gram must either be put to use by the
end of the year following its receipt,
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or be returned to the state. Johnson
also explained the $39,000 had orig-
inally been earmarked toward pur-
chasing a small parcel of land within
the city of Waseca’s boundaries, but
an arrangement to buy the parcel for
about $63,000 had fallen through
only days before. Johnson pointed
out the circumstances left the county
with two options: find another way
to benefit local people and the local
economy with the funds, or return
them to the state.

Johnson went on to say Bethlehem
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N

Taking part in the special county board meeting on Dec. 31 were (back, from left) County admin-
istrator Michael Johnson, and commissioners De Malterer, Doug Christopherson, Brian Harguth,
Brad Milbrath, Brad Krause, as well as Bethlehem Inn representatives (center row, from left) Gregg
Johnson board of directors member; Angie Alvarez, shelter manager; Sue Mclntosh, program di-
rector; Molly Erdman, board of directors vice president; Roger Ashland, board of directors treas-

urer; and (front) Diane Ytuarte, board of directors president.

Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

Scenes from the 74th annual Sleigh and Cutter festival held in

2024.
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Sleigh and Cutter celebrating
three quarters of a century

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

Having begun in 1950, the Waseca Sleigh and Cutter
festival marks its seventy-fifth anniversary in 2025. To
the best of anyone’s knowledge, the festival is the long-
est-running event of its kind in the country. Ken Borg-
mann, who’s been one of the event’s organizers since the
early 1990s, says things have really come together this
year. A slate of events begins Jan. 16 and will continue
through the day of the parade, Feb. 22.

The Sleigh and Cutter observance begins with the
“Find the Medallion” and “Identify Frosty”contests, each
of which has a prize valued at $1,500.

A silver medallion has been hidden somewhere in
Waseca; starting on Jan. 16, clues to its location will be
released once per week on the Sleigh and Cutter Face-
book page and website
(www.sleighandcutterfestival.org). Anyone who finds the
medallion should report their success to the Waseca Area
Chamber of Commerce office at 210 North State Street.

The Frosty contest will also have clues released once
per week as to the identification of a well-known Waseca
area resident; guesses regarding Frosty’s identity should
be submitted at the Waseca Music Company at 111 South
State Street.

The pageant which will crown the Miss Waseca Sleigh
and Cutter royalty will begin at 6:30 p.m. January 25 at
the high school’s Performing Arts Center.

Ice sculpting by the Sakatah Carvers will be featured
the evening of Feb. 19 in front of the Public Safety Build-
ing along South State Street.

The Sleigh and Cutter dinner and dance is open to ev-
eryone. It will take place from 5 to 10 p.m. Friday, Feb.
21, at the Starfire Event center. There will be basket
dinners and a meat raffle from 5 to 7 p.m. A flag cere-

mony and introduction of the Miss Waseca Sleigh and
Cutter pageant royalty will be at 7 p.m. Chris Brooks and
the Silver City Boys will be performing from 7 to 10 p.m.
The group is a Minneapolis based country band; their
show is a combination of current and classic country hits
and popular songs from Texas country to red dirt.

The seventy-fifth yearly Sleigh and Cutter parade will
start from the Waseca County Fairgrounds at noon on
Saturday, Feb. 22. The parade route begins at the county
fairgrounds, circles through downtown and returns to the
fairgrounds. Spectators can either stay in the shelter of
their vehicles parked along residential streets on the
route, or watch from the sidewalks along State Street.
More information about the route is available online. The
parade will feature animal-drawn and motorized units. A
caisson owned by the Law Enforcement Memorial As-
sociation (LEMA) will be among the units: it is an au-
thentic horse-drawn caisson which LEMA makes
available for use in the funerals of any law enforcement
officers killed in the line of duty. The parade features var-
ious horse breeds, festival royalty and units of many dif-
ferent types.

A fireworks display will be shown over Clear Lake
after dark, about 7:30 p.m., the evening of Feb. 22. Ac-
cording to Borgmann, the festival is sponsoring its largest
fireworks display ever.

Throughout the 45 days or so of Sleigh and Cutter ob-
servances there will be numerous events for snowmo-
bilers. The Waseca Sno-Secas will have a club ride
starting at 10 a.m. on Jan. 18. The Annual Mike Filzen
Memorial Ride will begin at noon on Feb. 1. The Toner’s
Lake Vintage Ride begins at 11 a.m. on Feb. 15. The An-
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Pastor Andrs says
farewell for Fertile

By ANN STALOCH
Contributing writer

With just enough sun to shine
through the rich stained-glass win-
dows, Pastor Ken Andrs delivers his
final message with his sonorous
voice. After nearly four years of
ministry at First Congregational
Church in Waseca, Andrs is moving
on to serve as pastor of Hope Evan-
gelical Free Church in Fertile, MN.
He says his time in Waseca was
marked by deep connections with pa-
rishioners, a commitment to building
community, and a philosophy of
ministry that places family at its
heart. As he prepares for his new
role, Andrs reflects on the experi-
ences and lessons that have shaped
his time in Waseca.

Andrs recalls he and his wife,
Naomi, were drawn to Waseca by its
multigenerational community, where

grandparents, parents, and children
live and grow together; he says the
emphasis on family mirrors their per-
sonal philosophy of ministry, which
emphasizes involving children in
worship and service. “One of the
huge philosophies of our ministry
life is that kids are the church,”
Andrs said. “They have a place to
serve and a need to be taught. They
need to worship in a way that makes
sense to them.”

The Andrs family—including
Naomi and their children Kati,
Elaina, and Nathanael —has been in-
tegral to his work. Naomi, a ded-
icated educator, has been pursuing a
master’s degree in early childhood
education, which she plans to com-
plete this spring. Andrs said he hopes

Andrs continued on 4
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Andrs family from left: Kati, Nathanael, Elaina, Pastor Ken, and Naomi.
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Compostings

by Al Batt

Hartland Harold news

ECHOES FROM THE
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING

I’'m completely exhausted.

From opening all your Christ-
mas presents?

No, from playing with all that
bubble wrap.

DRIVING BY BRUCE'S

DRIVE

I have a wonderful neighbor
named Bruce. Whenever I pass his
drive, thoughts occur to me. Is it just
me, or do we get winter every year?
A weather forecast including freez-
ing rain never draws applause. I had
nothing to complain about except
the weather. That’s a good day. It
had rained, and then it snowed,
leaving ice. The ice was very realis-
tic. I stood on some of it. I was
dressed for the cold, and I’'m used to
the snow. When I was a boy, I had
to walk three miles uphill through
deep snow to change the TV chan-
nel. I wore a favorite pair of socks
as I stood on the recent ice. What
made them favorites? They were
warm and they didn’t fall down. I
could hear what every basketball
coach calls out to players on de-
fense, “Move your feet!” I shuffled
like I was wearing slippers many
sizes too large for me. I had no de-
sire to make an unintentional snow
angel. Winter can be a cruel mis-
tress.

I’d been driving when it rained
and snowed. I didn’t express any
negativity, but I didn’t once say,
“This is fun.” According to a new
study, “Frosty the Snowman" is the
most dangerous Christmas song to
listen to while driving. According to
Insuranceopedia, South China Uni-
versity of Technology conducted a
study that found songs with over
120 beats per minute led to more
dangerous driving habits. The 1950
hit, first recorded by Gene Autry,
has a BPM of 172, which was
higher than any other song they ex-
amined.

I’VE LEARNED

You push the door. You pull the
door. If neither opens the door, the
business is closed.

When you step on the scale, pre-
tend the number is your 1Q.

When seated in a dental chair,
few things near you are decorative.

Minnesota has a blanket policy.
The more blankets, the better. We all
know this poem: Thirty days hath
September, April, June and No-
vember. All the rest have 31, except-
ing February alone, and that has 28
days clear and 29 in each leap year.
But January could have up to 300
days.

Wearing size 14 shoes is no
small feet.
BAD JOKES
DEPARTMENT

What do you call a wolf that al-
ready knows? Aware wolf.

I wrote a step-by-step guide on
how to fall down the stairs.

Peruvian owls hunt in pairs be-
cause they’re Inca hoots.

If you think lima beans are good,
you should try any other food.

NEWS FROM HARTLAND

HAROLD

Minnesota State Mavericks sen-
ior football player Gabe Hagen was
named to the AP All-American First
Team. The tight end from Blooming
Prairie is the son of Dave and Joan
Hagen. Dave is a graduate of Ellen-
dale-Geneva High School.

Joey Batt became the fourth
Maverick women's basketball
player to earn All-American honors.
She was named to three All-Ameri-
can teams. Joey’s parents are Brian
and Laura Batt of New Ulm. Brian
graduated from New Richland-
Hartland High School.

I enjoyed reading "21 Siblings:
Cheaper by the Two Dozen” by
Helen Miller, which told the story of
Alvin and Lucille Miller and their
22 children (all single births). The
Millers began their married life on
a farm near Hartland, Minnesota, in
1940 before moving to Waseca.
When the 11th child was born, the
oldest was 12. I suspect all 22
learned the abiding rule of large
families, “Don’t be late for supper.”

I was ringing bells for the Sal-
vation Army when Santa Claus
came in to buy Hope Butter to put
on his lefse.

Keith Kuiters of Clarks Grove is
follicly challenged (there’s a lot of
that going around), but his sense of
humor remains intact. He pulled the
comb he always carries from his
pocket and said, “I’ll never part with
it.”

NATURE NOTES

The bald eagle is now officially
the national bird of the US, after
President Biden signed that into law
on Christmas Eve. My thanks to
Preston Cook of Wabasha for being
the driving force in making this
happen.

Duane Miller of Hartland asked
how far a skunk can spray. Adults
aim accurately within 15 feet, but
the spray goes farther when wind
aided. Skunk spray contains N-butyl
mercaptan, a sulfur compound with
a pungent rotten egg smell that a
human nose can detect at 1 1/2
miles away. Skunks hold enough
odorous liquid to spray 5-6 times
before needing to replenish, and it
takes 8-10 days to refill. When
they’re about three weeks old, a
baby skunk's scent glands have de-
veloped enough to produce the
spray, but not with the quantity or
the velocity of an adult skunk.

MEETING ADJOURNED

“Do you wish the world were
happy? / Then remember day by
day/ Just to scatter seeds of kindness
/ As you pass along the way.”—Ella
Wheeler Wilcox.
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Artificial intelligence took his job

I began working as a high school
language arts (think “English”)
teacher in the early 1990s. Back then,
there were no stunningly portable lap-
tops. If you had a computer, you
needed a desk to keep it on. The
“brains” were in a square (almost al-
ways) black box; communicating with
the brains required a separate key-
board, monitor, and mouse. If you
wanted to create a computer file and
have access to it at another computer,
you needed to save it to a “disk.” This
started out as a “floppy disk” became
a “laser disk,” and eventually became
a USB “memory stick.”

Obviously, the technology evolved
over time.

Now, part of an English teacher’s
job is to help students become more
skilled as writers. Clearly, that means
we need to have students produce
original pieces of writing and then
provide feedback, hoping students will
use that feedback to do better on the
next assignment.

I’'m sure I don’t have to tell you, stu-
dents are not fond of producing essays
and papers. The task requires planning
and concentration to decide what to
say and a strong command of lan-
guage to phrase the ideas well.

So, from time immemorial, one of
the ways English teachers must ana-
lyze a piece of student writing is to de-
termine whether it is original work or
has been heavily modeled after some
other piece.

The more complex computer tech-
nology grew to be, the easier it became
for students to plagiarize. I’'m sure you
can imagine: it reached a point where
students could go online, select some

In My Humble Opinion

by Deb Bently

text, copy it, then paste it directly into
their work. Nowadays I believe all
schools subscribe to some sort of pla-
giarism detection software.

The first priority of such programs
was taking a piece of text, then look-
ing all over the internet for anything
that was nearly identical. The program
NRHEG used was called “Turnitin.”
It not only checked the internet, but
every time a student submitted a
paper, that was kept in its data banks
for future reference. I once had a
younger sibling submit a paper that
had been written a year or two before
for my class by an older sibling.
Though I would probably not have re-
membered the piece of writing, Turn-
itin did.

Next came artificial intelligence
(AD).

Perhaps you are aware that nowa-
days a person can access an online site
and ask that nearly any digitally based
task be accomplished. This includes
requesting an essay 750 words long
about the life and experience of a fa-
mous American writer. The most well-
known of these sites is “ChatGPT,”
and at least up to a point, it can be used
at no cost.

So now, in addition to checking for

plagiarized text, plagiarism checkers
also routinely analyze the structure of
a written piece to determine the likeli-
hood it was written by Al In other
words, one set of online resources is
being used to detect use of another set
of online resources.

This whole narrative was inspired
by something I was told this weekend.
A young man who completed four
years of college training to become a
computer programmer is “between
jobs” right now because artificial in-
telligence is faster and more efficient
at writing programs than any human.
The automation, trend analysis and
split-second decision making made
possible by Al, according to analysts,
is leading to monumental changes in
society which will expand at increas-
ing rates, so “evolutions” of the type |
described for computers will occur
more and more quickly. Like all
changes, these will have advantages
and disadvantages. The claim is that
society will be “barely recognizable”
within 20 years.

Food for thought. ..

Let me close with an example.
Below, in italics, is the request I typed
into ChatGPT. Beneath it is the re-
sponse; everything below the italics

here was composed in less than five
seconds using artificial intelligence.

Write a paragraph about 200 words
long about why people should em-
brace artificial intelligence.

Embracing artificial intelligence
(AI) presents numerous advantages
that can transform how we work, live,
and solve complex problems. First, Al
can dramatically enhance efficiency
by automating repetitive tasks, allow-
ing individuals and organizations to
focus on more creative and strategic
endeavors. This can lead to higher pro-
ductivity, innovation, and ultimately
economic growth. Additionally, Al has
the potential to improve decision-
making processes by analyzing vast
amounts of data with unparalleled
speed and accuracy, revealing insights
that humans might miss. This is par-
ticularly valuable in fields like health-
care, where Al can assist in diagnosing
diseases or predicting patient out-
comes with greater precision. Al's
ability to learn from patterns also leads
to continuous improvement, ensuring
that systems become more effective
over time. Moreover, Al has the power
to address some of the world’s most
pressing issues, from climate change
to poverty, by optimizing resources
and offering solutions based on data-
driven insights. Far from replacing
human capabilities, Al complements
them, serving as a powerful tool that
amplifies human potential. By em-
bracing Al, we can unlock a future of
greater convenience, equity, and ad-
vancement. The key is to approach Al
responsibly, ensuring ethical guide-
lines are followed and that it is used
for the benefit of all.

| will do better in ‘25

This week I figured I might as well
sit down and try to write something
substantial rather than just anything
and everything that comes to mind.
And maybe I’ll read this one over
again when I’m done to catch spelling
and grammar mistakes. Maybe I
won’t.

You see, I spent a few days updating
the entire year of 2024 in the new
“Star Eagle” website. Every story and
every column was manually entered
by me. (So if you see a mistake, that’s
my fault. Sorry). But while I wasn’t
able to read every story I entered, I
was able to skim over a few here and
there and read some fun columns by
Eli, Al Batt, Dick Herfindahl, Bob
Hanson, and Mark Domeier. They all
put such care and consideration into
their columns that I feel I am doing
you all a disservice. I apologize and
will work to do better from now on. It
will be my New Year’s resolution!

Speaking of that, Happy New Year!
(I realize I forgot to say it last week
when [ was writing the column. After
all, it was still December at the time).

As for New Year's resolutions, |

tend not to do them anymore. In high
school or in the past, of course I par-
ticipated for the month or so I could
remember or care to follow. Then, as
it seems like the rest of society, I
tended to let my resolutions go. Oh,
well.

This past week the family and I
spent our days lazing in the sun in
Mexico. We went to a resort north of
Cancun and spent five days alternating
between the beach, the ocean, and the
bar. Going to a resort is quite interest-
ing to me because I find it fun to watch
how people spend their days either
lounging around, drinking, or eating.
It’s as if we humans aim to do the bare
minimum while at an all-inclusive.

I personally do not find this lifestyle
enticing. I would rather be doing
something productive beyond simply
deciding between eating, drinking,
sleeping, or getting a tan (or like my
family, sunburnt). No hate to those
who do enjoy that approach: It was
great fun the first couple of days, but I
can only handle so much. Every day
has been windy and I am starting to
quite dislike the wind constantly

To Be Determined

by Amelia Roessler

brushing my face.

We did travel to an island; unfor-
tunately, my sister lost her phone on
the journey leading to what was pos-
sibly avmuch needed respite from the
cellular device. Don’t we all need a
break? Hers, however, was an acci-
dent; her phone bounced down the
only hole on the pier. For now, her
Ipad will suffice. We spent the day
renting a golf cart and riding up and
down the small island, hopping from
ruins to restaurants to shopping
blocks. It was fun, but I was just re-
minded how little I like the practice of
haggling with the Mexican shop
owners. | am one total sucker and pay
full price because I feel bad. Mean-
while my parents know otherwise and
can see through the lies and selling
points, getting to the true sales. That’s
why I have them shop for me.

I do find it weird how all-inclusives
are designed to be a hotspot for alco-
holism or continual drinking. It’s all
you can drink, any drink, at any time.
As a 21-year-old, they always look at
me with suspicion when I ask for a
non-alcoholic drink—as if'it’s an oddity
that one might go to an all-inclusive
resort and avoid excess. Although 1
did try some fun new alcoholic drinks.
Banana colada, the grasshopper, the
mango tango. And yes, I did get my
Miami Vice! To die for. Plus the
weather was nice and warm while ev-
eryone in Minnesota was suffering
single and negative digit weather
(sorry, not sorry). I’ll be back to freez-
ing with you soon, don’t you worry.

My Determination: “Chancho.
When you are a man, sometimes you
wear stretchy pants in your room. It's
for fun.” - Nacho, Nacho Libre

Don’t ever forget the Golden Rule

I feel compelled to write about re-
sponses I’'ve witnessed from folks
this past weekend.

I believe strongly in the golden
rule: “Treat others how you wish to
be treated,” or, phrased another way,
“Do unto others as you would have
others do unto you.”

People who are insulted by
another human being have different
reactions. When someone you love is
insulted, your response may be even
stronger than if the slight were aimed
at you.

Recently, I had the pleasure of
having lunch with Deb Bently and
her husband John. If you know John,
you know that he is a brilliant, kind,
caring and compassionate man. You
may also know that he has numerous
patents in the air duct cleaning indus-
try.

Once, while attending a conven-
tion for his business, John had thou-
sands of dollars of equipment as well
as his truck stolen. The entire vehicle
and its contents were “stripped” all
the way down to the tires. This not
only set his business back, but hurt
his family because of the loss of
revenue, time, and more. John made
the comment, “Mess with me, that's
fine, but don’t ever hurt my family.”

Love compels people to protect
those they care about, sometimes by
any means necessary.

I’ve written before about the game
store I have frequented for the past
eight years in Austin. Due to circum-
stances that astonished even me, my
friends Kyle and Anastasiia gener-
ously gave me their game store when
they needed to move away to take
care of family.

STAR GAZING

*

by Eli Lutgens

Shortly after acquiring the game
store in April of 2024, I parked be-
hind the building, inadvertently
blocking the neighbors’ vehicle. I
know the neighbors and am friends
with their daughter.

As 1 got involved with work at the
game store, I forgot I had parked be-
hind him. The neighbor stumbled out
of a bar next door, yelling profanity
and demanding that I move my car. I
apologized, moved my vehicle and
assured him it wouldn’t happen
again. He appeared surprised at my
calm response, because, to be frank,
he had posed the question harshly
and was obviously very intoxicated.

(Thankfully, he didn’t drive any-
where after I moved my car.)

After he left, my friends were very
upset.

“Eli is the nicest man in the
world,” one friend said. “We can’t let
someone talk to him that way.”

There were similar comments
from everyone. Then the conver-
sation to my alarm turned to sugges-
tions of physical retaliation. I had
never seen my friends behave or
speak so defensively. It was a harsh
overreaction.

I had to stop everyone then and
state emphatically, “One person's bad
actions do not justify others to do the

same or worse.”

If we retaliate, we lower ourselves
to the level of the behavior which of-
fended us. If we had taken retaliatory
actions to this drunkard, we would
only have justified his bad behavior
by lowering ourselves to that stan-
dard.

This past weekend something sim-
ilar happened; a customer left a bad
review of the game store for no good
reason. The story behind the review
is rather meaningless at this point.

One of my friends went on a rant,
defending the store; he couldn’t be-
lieve someone would be so malicious
as to leave a bad review online. More
than one person echoed the sen-
timent. Then the group declared the
culprit should be banned from the
store. The person in question is only
17 years old.

No, the person shouldn’t be
banned. This is a teachable moment
for a young adult who, from my per-
spective, was not raised with good
role models. This is our opportunity
to show him kindness. To show how
responsible, respectful adults should
conduct themselves. Not to show
him more of what he’s already seen:
hate, discontent and further dis-
respect.

I believe he owes an apology to

one of my employees because of his
actions, but aside from that, if we
want to see him move toward being
a mature, rational member of society,
banning him from the store is the last
choice we should make. My employ-
ees have been instructed if he comes
into the store again that he is to talk
to me. This will give me the oppor-
tunity to help explain what the con-
sequences of his actions are or could
have potentially been. And also be an
example that hate or anger should not
be met with more hate and anger.

Numerous times at the game store
this past year, I found myself becom-
ing annoyed with a few regular pa-
trons. I found myself not wanting to
interact with them, actively avoiding
them, really not being their friend. I
wasn’t mean, but certainly wasn’t
treating them with love.

I prayed about what I should do.

The response I felt I heard was to
treat them with love and kindness,
the same way I would treat one of
my best friends. In both cases, I
changed my behavior and started
asking many questions to get to
know the person. In both instances
the people in question have become
very good friends I cherish and look
forward to seeing. All it took was
changing my behavior. I'm really
grateful.

I’1l repeat again: you often get out
of the world what you put into it.
And I will continue to do my best to
put kindness out into the world.

"It's never the wrong time to do the
right thing" - Mark Twain.

Or

“It’s never wrong to do the right
thing.”
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After giving blood Lomse Hagey posed W|th a free t-shirt the
Red Cross offered to every donor from mid-December into early

Waseca Legion Red
Cross blood drive

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

Ablood drive at the Waseca Amer-
ican Legion on Monday, Dec. 30,
drew 55 donors and collected 55
pints of blood according to Leanne
Sutleif, who coordinated the drive
with the American Red Cross. Four
legion volunteers and four Red Cross
phlebotomists staffed the six-hour
event.

Sitting at tables amongst boxes of
grape juice, fruit punch, cookies and

Louise Hagey who was keeping the
recuperation tables supplied, serving
people and generally offering assis-
tance. “Dominos was kind enough to
donate pizza for the givers. When
you give blood, the Red Cross now
sends you a notice on where the
blood was sent. They first check the
local area and if there’s no need they
send it wherever, hurricane victims,
tornados in the south, whatever.” She

Drive continued on 4

Red Cross phlebotomist Maddie Schwamberger helped Ryan
Buchele give blood during the Red Cross blood drive on Mon-

January. Pioneer photos by Ben Revermann single serving fruit snacks was day, Dec. 30, 2024
Vlrtua.l Author Event WASECA
featuring TJ Klune SCHOOL BOARD

Wednesday, Jan. 15

Come have a magical moment
with New York Times bestsel-
ling author TJ Klune as he chats
about his Cerulean Chronicles at
a virtual Waseca-LeSueur Re-
gional Library System event at 6
p-m. Wednesday, Jan. 15. This
event will be recorded and
people who register will be
emailed a link to the recording.
Register at the library or at
wasecalesueurlibraries.com/ge-
tregistered.

Drawing Club at the
Janesville Public

Library Jan. 16

There will be a Drawing Club
at the Janesville Public Library
beginning at 4 p.m. on Thursday,
Jan. 16. This club is for artists,
teens of all skill levels. New
techniques and drawing styles
will be taught about fashion,
anime, nature, objects, illustra-
tions, doodles and portraits. For
ages 12-18. Sponsored by Janes-
ville Area Foundation and The
Pope Family Fund.

Mother-Daughter
Book Club at Waseca
Public Library

Thursday, Jan. 16

There will be a Mother-
Daughter Book Club at the
Waseca Public Library at 6 p.m.
on Thursday, Jan. 16. Girls in
grades 3-6 are invited to bring a
significant adult female to join
them as we discuss great new
books, do activities, and enjoy
treats. This month’s book, Dress
Coded by Carrie Firestone.

Farm-to-Fork dinner
at Farmamerica
Friday, Jan. 17

Farmamerica will have a
women’s Farm-to-Fork dinner at
6 p.m. Friday, Jan. 17. Keynote
speaker Michelle Miller, cock-
tails and entertainment. Tickets
are currently available online.

Sno-Secas snowmobile
club ride Sat., Jan 18

The Sno-Secas snowmobile
club will depart from the Waseca
American Legion at 11 a.m.
planning to return at about 6
p-m. on Saturday, Jan. 18. Sig-
nup is at 10 a.m. Contact Jake at
507-451-2570 with questions.

The band Family
Tradition will play at
Indian Island Winery
Saturday, Jan. 18

The Indian Island Winery will
host the band Family Tradition
at 5:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 18.
They are known for their old and
new hit country music.
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Flames roII through an area of dry grass toward Waseca County's Moonan Marsh W|IdI|fe refuge

A Iook back at 2024 part two

In the past year the Waseca County
Pioneer has covered many exciting
stories worth remembering. Here is a
look back at the best highlights from
the year that was 2024.

March

- The third annual Sleigh and Cutter
Kite and Balloon Show drew a crowd
which organizers estimate to be the
largest yet, with spectators arriving as
much as an hour early and staying well
past the scheduled end time of 5 pm on
Saturday, Feb. 24. No one seemed to
mind.

- “Every show we give is better than
the last one,” jokes pyrotechnician Tim
Boese, leader of the five-person crew

putting together the Feb. 24 fireworks
display which was part of the annual
Sleigh and Cutter celebration.

The crew spent the afternoon placing
firework “mortars,” filling them with
“shells,” and then wiring them in prep-
aration for electronic firing.

- Newly elected Waseca County
Commissioner Brad Milbrath was
sworn in to his seat on the county board
during the group’s Feb. 20 meeting.
Milbrath fills a spot left vacant by the
sudden death of then chair Blair Nelson
last year.

- ICAN Business Development Di-
rector Tiffany Lynch was honored for
her service as a chamber ambassador

during a community awards banquet
held at the Starfire Event Center in
January.

- Ed Frederick, 94, who received the
Don Eustice Award during the Com-
munity Awards Banquet last month, has
aclear love for his community. Though
others might take the opportunity to
boast, Frederick credits his impressive
list of personal and professional accom-
plishments to God and his community.

“When I hit 90 years old, I decided
that since God had given me some
extra time that he doesn’t give every-
body, I took a week or two to pray
about what I should do,” Frederick said.
“Finally, what I came up with was that

Ploneer photo by Eli Lutgens

I should be a cheerleader for God and
his message on earth, the family, the
community, and agriculture.”

- Nearly 2,000 acres of grassland in
Waseca and Steele counties were
burned Sunday, March 3, while fire-
fighting agencies from around the state,
including planes and helicopters drop-
ping fire retardant material, fought
against the high winds and dry con-
ditions which had prompted the Min-
nesota Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) to issue a “red flag”
warning—meaning that the public
should light no fires because of the high

2024 continued on 5

NRHEG School board organizes for 2025

By DEB BENTLY

Staff Writer
In addition to completing legally
required “organizational” steps,

members of the NRHEG School
Board accepted two retirements dur-
ing their Jan. 2 meeting.

Secondary art teacher Cynthia
Gail is now taking advantage of a
Minnesota law which allows eligible
teachers to be officially retired and
receiving retirement benefits while
also continuing to teach; Gail in-
forms the Star Eagle she plans to
continue in her position through the
end of the school year, and will de-
cide sometime in March whether she
will stay with the district through the
2025-"26 school year. Woodworking
and construction skills instructor
Brad Root is also teaching under the
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same program.

Barb Hagen, long-time secretary
for the secondary guidance office,
also had her retirement approved.
Her last day working for the district
will be Jan. 17.

The first element of the “organiza-
tional” portion of the Jan. 2 meeting
was a ceremonial oath of office for
re-elected members Loren Schoen-
rock and Pat Theuer and newly
elected member Kelly Delacruz,
each of whom is at the start of a four-
year term scheduled to run through
the end of December 2028. Board
members Rick Schultz, Amy Ihrke,
Aaron Phillips and Pat Theuer will
complete their current terms in De-
cember of 2026.

Board chair for 2025 is Rick
Schultz; Loren Schoenrock is vice

Lawn Maintenance
& Residential
Snow Removal

e SINCE 1942 »

Great Home Cooking ¢ Catering

Full Breakfast Menu ¢ Daily Lunch Specials
104 State Street, Waseca MN e 835-1259

BATTENFELD
LAWN CARE

chair; Terri Engel will serve as clerk;
Pat Theuer is the board treasurer.

Board members elected to keep
the amount of pay issued to them at
$100 for meetings of a typical length
or $150 for all-day meetings or work
sessions. In addition, the chair will
receive a $200 annual stipend; the
clerk will receive $150; the treasurer
$100.

The NRHEG Star Eagle will con-
tinue to be the district’s official
newspaper, including that any legally
required public notices regarding dis-

Zach Battenfeld
507-5621-0226

zachbattenfeld@gmail.com

trict activities will appear in its
pages. The State Bank of New Rich-
land continues to be the official de-
pository along with the Minnesota
School District Liquid Assets Fund.
Board members made no changes
to their schedule of monthly meet-
ings taking place at 6:30 p.m. on the
third Monday of each month; when
that Monday falls on a legal holiday,
as it does this year in January, Feb-
ruary, and April, the meeting will
occur on the Tuesday following the
regular meeting day. Board
members alternate the location of
their sessions between the elemen-
tary and secondary sites, always in
the facility’s media center. For 2025,
meetings will be in Ellendale during
the months of January, March, May,
September and November.

Board
approves
1.6% Ievy
Increase

By MELISSA DUNN
Staff Writer

Members of the Waseca
school board recognized visitor
Ann Fitch at their regular busi-
ness meeting on Dec. 19. Fitch,
the outgoing Chamber of Com-
merce  executive  director,
thanked the school district for its
collaboration and partnership
with the Chamber during her six-
year tenure.

A spokesperson for the Cliften
Larson Allen firm presented the
financial audit for fiscal year
2024; a “clean” audit report was
issued for financial compliance
and reporting. The board will re-
ceive and approve the final doc-
ument in January.

Business  Director  Sarah
Cramblit presented “Truth in
Taxation” information regarding
payable in 2025. The total pay-
able 2025 property tax levy is set
to increase from the final certi-
fied payable 2024 levy by 1.63
percent. As the Minnesota De-
partment of Education (MDE)
continued to make adjustments
after the board approved the pre-
liminary maximum levy in Sep-
tember, the final 2025 property
tax levy is $17,057 higher than
the amount presented in Sep-
tember. There were no com-
ments from the public after
Cramblit’s report.

Superintendent Eric Hudspith
briefly discussed the January 9
organizational meeting where
the induction of new board
members, officer elections, com-
mittee designations and other
district operations will take
place. Hudspith also passed out
drafts of the 2025-’26 school
year calendar and reported re-
garding feedback received from
the community. In accordance
with both feedback and calendar
dates aligning, the school year
will have a spring break at the
end of the second trimester.

Board chair Dave Dunn pre-
sented members Julie Anderson
and Edita Mansfield with
plaques and thanked them for
their time serving on the school
board, as this was their final
meeting.

All action items concluded,
the board adjourned. The next
meeting will take place in the
Central Building second floor
conference room at 5:30 p.m. on
January 9.

EYE Q VISION

Serving the Mankato, MN area with
a full range of eye care services,
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M Star Street
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Dr. Jay Bulfer joins Waseca
Area Chamber of Commerce
board of directors

Waseca, MN — The Waseca
Area Chamber of Commerce is
proud to announce the addition of
Dr. Jay Bulfer to its board of direc-
tors. A graduate of Waseca High
School, Dr. Bulfer is a proud Blue-
jay who has returned to his home-
town to make a lasting impact on
the community.

Dr. Bulfer and his wife, Dr.
Lyndsea Bulfer, own and operate
Growing Roots Chiropractic in
Waseca. They specialize in chiro-
practic care that involves Depart-
ment of Transportation physicals,
workers’ comp injuries, as well as
traditional chiropractic services. In
addition to serving the community
through his professional practice,
Dr. Bulfer contributes his time and
talents in various other capacities.
He is an active soccer coach, a
member of the Waseca Exchange
Club, and has enjoyed participat-
ing on the Chamber’s Legislative
Committee.

“Jay is an enthusiastic and
thoughtful emerging leader who
dives right into any initiative he’s
part of,” said Chamber president

Mikhail Rostislavovich. “We are
thrilled to have his energy, ded-
ication, and vision on the board of
directors as we continue working
to enhance the Waseca area’s busi-
ness and community environ-
ment.”

As someone who has returned to
Waseca to grow roots—both per-
sonally and professionally—Dr.
Bulfer embodies the spirit of lead-
ership and commitment that
strengthens the local community.
His ability to connect with others,
paired with his drive to make a dif-
ference, makes him a valuable ad-
dition to the Chamber board. Dr.
Bulfer stated, “Being able to give
back to the community that gave
me so much truly fulfills me. The
Chamber board is a perfect oppor-
tunity to help serve a wider au-
dience of Waseca.”

The Waseca Area Chamber of
Commerce looks forward to the
contributions Dr. Bulfer will make
as he helps lead efforts to support
businesses, advocate for the com-
munity, and foster opportunities
for growth in Waseca.

MN Chaos softball
bean bag toss
fundraiser at the Mill

By BEN REVERMANN
Staff writer

There was a bean bag tossing
fundraiser for the men’s slow pitch
softball team at the Mill on Saturday,
Jan. 4. The temperature outside was
a chilly two degrees but the spirits in-
side were warm and upbeat.

Matthew Olsem was keeping track
of who was winning and who was
losing up on the stage and he said,
“This is a fundraiser for softball, but
league play is usually played in the
summer and fall months.” Nine
teams, 18 people, were playing Sat-
urday. MN Chaos is a softball
league; this fundraiser for an Owa-
tonna team was the only one the
group had sponsored far this winter,
but Olsem observed, “I don’t know
when, but there will be more down
the road.”

The Mill donated its space for the
day, there were also a cash bar and
free ice water. Dan Crow finished his
first game and found a table to sit at
while he sipped on a beverage; when
asked why he was here, he said

quickly, “I’m just here to support the
team.” The sign on the door said the
event was a “bean bag toss” fund-
raiser for the softball team called MN
Chaos. The sport is also known as
“cornhole.” An online source de-
scribes: “Cornhole, also known re-
gionally as ‘sack toss,” or ‘bags'is a
lawn game popular in North America
in which players or teams take turns
throwing fabric bean bags at an in-
clined board with a hole in its far
end.”

Two more players, Jim and Tony,
sat down after their second game;
both said they usually call it corn-
hole. There were 12 pairs of boards
set up and Tony, who works for
Kruger Home Inspections, said, “I
built all of these boards after the Mill
called me when their homemade
boards started to fall apart.” The new
cornhole boards have a nice shiny
finish and display the names of
Waseca businesses. Jim Priebe then
asked, “Do you guys know why they
don’t put corn in the bags anymore?”
Tony did not know. Priebe continued,
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Ashlynn Schwering and Jim Priebe were taking part in the MN
Chaos Mens Slowpitch bean bag toss fundraiser at The Mill on

Saturday, Jan. 4, 2025.

“Because the corn when it’s moved
and jostled around causes a lot of
dust. It gets hard to clean after a
while.” Instead, the corn has since
been replaced with a type of resin
that doesn’t create dust.

Michael Johnson sat down for a
minute for a drink and to catch his

Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

breath, his children were busy com-
peting against each other. “We had to
drive an hour to get here; it’s for a
good cause. Bring the kids out and
throw some bean bags. This was a
big deal for us today, so we had to
come.”

m County

from Page 1

m Drive

from Page 3

said that when people give blood
it’s recommended that they sit for
15 minutes or so: If they do feel
faint or need assistance, Hagey is
there.

The Red Cross mission state-
ment reads: We always aim to pre-
vent and relieve suffering with
every action. The Red Cross
shelters, feeds and provides com-
fort to people affected by disasters;
supplies about 40 percent of the
nation’s blood; teaches skills that
save lives; distributes international
humanitarian aid; and supports
veterans, military members and
their families.

Dorothy Harguth, a fellow vol-
unteer was honored earlier in the
evening, she received a bouquet of
flowers, a certificate of achieve-
ment and a plaque that com-
mended her for more than 20 years
of helping support blood drives.
When asked why she’s been at this
for so long she replied, “I started
doing it and I enjoyed it so much I

kept doing it.” She admits she is
getting older but when asked about
retirement she replied, “I will do
this as long as I’m able.”

Donor Mary Jo Knudson, with
red medical tape on her arm be-
cause she had just finished giving
blood, sat down with some apple
juice and some Cheese Nips. She
said about giving blood, “It’s
something I started in high school,
I’ve known people who’ve needed
it and it’s something good I can
do.”

The phlebotomist in charge was
Red Cross employee Amanda Re-
inarts, who says a blood drive in
Waseca is a full nine-hour day for
her, “Set up takes an hour when we
get here, so does tear down. We do
all over southern Minnesota and
South Dakota. My district is based
out of Mankato and we’re doing 6
to 8 blood drives a day. I'm only
part time so I work three days a
week and I love this job. If I had to
recommend anything about giving
blood it would be to make an ap-
pointment, things go so much
faster that way.”

From Dec. 16 through Jan. 3,
anyone who donated blood got a
brand new “Chillin’ with my
Snomies” t-shirt.

m Sleigh

from Page 1

nual Vintage Snowmobile
Show/Ride will take registrations
at the Boathouse beginning at 9
a.m. Feb. 22. Vintage Snowmobile
Ice Drags are Feb. 22 at noon on
Clear Lake.

Borgmann mentions that the bal-
loon and kite festival will not be
happening on Clear Lake this
winter. The show has been re-
scheduled to July 5 at Farmame-
rica. There will be an American
Flag kite flown that’s so big it
needs to be anchored down by a
semi truck and will require a staff

to maintain it. There will also be
food trucks present.

Sleigh and Cutter is sponsored
by: All American Foods, Blaze
Credit Union, Britton Plumbing,
Bruce Ebnet, Club 57, Culligan
Water Conditioning, Domino’s
Pizza, Edina Realty, FM Bank,
ICAN, Itron, iWealth, Keen Bank,
KOWZ/KRUE Radio, Mediacom,
Minnwest Bank, MPeters Enter-
prises, Personalized Printing, Sub-
urban Furniture, Katie Gonzales
State Farm, Tesch Service Center,
Thrivent  Diane  Beckmann,
Waseca County News, Waseca
Area Foundation, Waseca Glass,
Waseca Floral, Waseca McDon-
alds, Waseca Walmart, Waseca
VFW Club and Xcel Energy.

Inn’s programs fall within the guide-
lines for acceptable use of the
money; holding a “special” meeting
on the final day of 2024 allowed the
county to meet the “end of the year”
stipulation which would otherwise
have triggered returning the funds.

A group of six representatives for
Bethlehem Inn attended the meeting,
including four members of its advi-
sory board, program director Sue
Mclntosh and shelter manager Angie
Alvarez.

Board member Roger Ashland
mentioned the shelter has a yearly
operating budget of about $140,000,
with about $100,000 needed to pay
staff wages and meet expenses. He
praised area residents and organiza-

tions saying “It’s amazing what this
community donates,” and went on to
say the funds would help expand and
improve the facility’s services.

As summarized in a November ar-
ticle in the Waseca County Pioneer,
Bethlehem Inn has been a homeless-
ness prevention shelter for five years.
Up to 16 people can live in its facil-
ity, formerly a convent for nuns who
helped with the work of Waseca’s
Sacred Heart Church. Women and
their children are provided housing
in a dormitory-like setting; typical
stays are between 90 and 120 days.

Mclntosh stated during the county
board meeting that Bethlehem Inn
has helped 440 women and children
to date; most, she said, came from a
region spanning from Austin to
Mankato. She told commissioners
the facility prefers to work with
people who are reestablishing their
roots in the local region because staff
members are better acquainted with

the agencies and people who can be
of support.

Mclntosh said one goal is to help
residents overcome any stigma asso-
ciated with their homelessness. She
emphasized Bethlehem Inn partici-
pants come from widely varying
backgrounds. Some are overcoming
abusive or controlling relationships
or mental health issues or addiction.
All are working toward establishing
stable futures.

As Alvarez spoke with county
commissioners regarding the newly
designated funds, she particularly
referenced the “transition” elements
of Bethlehem Inn’s services, mean-
ing the time during which shelter res-
idents are encouraged to begin
building more stable lifestyles, in-
cluding finding reliable housing. She
mentioned participants often have
“barriers” as they contact landlords,
including limited or damaged his-
tories as renters. Along with that, she

pointed out, new renters are often ex-
pected to provide the first and last
months’ rent as well as a damage de-
posit before being allowed to move
in.

Program participants are expected
to acquire those funds themselves,
Alvarez went on to say, and so far
Bethlehem Inn has provided finan-
cial assistance only toward the de-
posit. She stated, however, that the
additional funds would offer some
flexibility in making future decisions
on a case-by-case basis.

Administrator Johnson told Beth-
lehem Inn representatives that its
status as “aid” means the $39,000
will not have to be repaid, and can be
used at the facility’s discretion.

Representatives offered to provide
a report sometime in the future re-
garding how the money is used, and
invited county representatives to ar-
range a tour of the facility if they
should wish.

m Andrs
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the couple’s shared commitment to
faith and service has created a pow-
erful example for their children and
the congregation. Naomi expressed,
“This church and this community
have been special for our whole
family.”

Andrs’ children speak fondly
about their father’s dedication to his
calling and the parish. They all say
they have enjoyed their time with
Waseca’s First Congregational
Church. Nathanael, the youngest
Andrs, lights up as he talks about his
time spent leading Sunday School
for the youngest pupils of the pulpit.
He expressed, “Being able to help
with the music or teaching Sunday
School, it brings us closer as a
family.” Elaina said she felt a con-
nection to the church community. “I
just love the people here, and it truly
is a family at FCC,” she shares. Eld-
est child Kati is on the search for a
new church while she is at college:
“It is really hard to find a church of
your own when you have the luxury
of hearing your dad preach every
week,” she said.

Andrs relates his path to ministry
began in his youth, growing up in a
Christian household where church

was central to family life. Originally
envisioning a career in engineering,
he found his true calling during his
studies at Northwestern in St. Paul.
“The only thing that I really enjoyed
was the biblical studies,” he recalled.
This led him to seminary and even-
tually to a life of ministry.

After serving as a pastor at a Bap-
tist church in the Twin Cities for
seven years, Andrs said he and
Naomi felt called to start a church in
Superior, Wisc. There, their focus
was on reaching those who were not
attending church and helping them
grow in faith. “Our entire goal was
to tell people about Jesus and to help
them grow in faith and knowledge of
Him,” he said. “We built relation-
ships, loved people, discipled them,
and trained them up.”

During this time, Andrs also
worked as a mental health prac-
titioner, providing in-home support
and serving on South St. Louis
County’s treatment court team. He
mentioned these experiences deep-
ened his understanding of the chal-
lenges people face and strengthened
his commitment to bringing light and
hope into difficult situations.

Andrs and his family came to
Waseca after a season of demanding
ministry. “The work of church plant-
ing is really tough on a person, and
being bi-vocational was really drain-
ing,” he admitted, going on to say the
Waseca congregation offered a place

of recuperation and renewal for the
Andrs family. “The healing that this
Congregation offered to our family
and the ability to be in the com-
munity...those things matter to us.”

In Waseca, Andrs said he appreci-
ated the town’s stability and sense of
community, which contrasted with
the transient nature of Superior; he
noted. “You see families actively in-
volved in life here.”

Andrs’ said his ministry in Waseca
also allowed him to connect with the
community. Although balancing
church events with the busy sched-
ules of sports and school activities
could be challenging, he says he saw
it as an opportunity to engage with
families on their terms. Andrs found
a comfortable spot within the coach-
ing ranks for the Bluejay football and
track teams. With a grin obscured by
his beard, he mentioned, “Lots of
school districts are doing away with
not having activities on Wednesday
evenings to allow those who want to
worship an opportunity to do so. I
appreciate the Waseca community
for continuing this unwritten tradi-
tion.”

Andrs’ next role will take him up
to Fertile, where he will serve as pas-
tor of Hope Evangelical Free
Church, a younger congregation
founded in the mid-1990s. He says
the church’s mission aligns closely
with his own values: helping people
come to know Jesus, “That’s really

what fits us,” he said. “Seeing new
people come to know Christ and hav-
ing a faith that makes a difference.”

The transition comes with logisti-
cal challenges. For the first six
months, Andrs expects to commute
to Fertile three days a week while his
son Nathaniel finishes his senior year
in Waseca.

As Andrs prepares to leave
Waseca, he reflects on the impact the
community and congregation have
had on his family and ministry. From
the healing they experienced to the
relationships they built, he says
Waseca will always hold a special
place in their hearts. “We really ap-
preciate the opportunity to try differ-
ent things and to serve a type of
culture different from what we were
used to,” he said.

Parishioners have praised Ken for
his dedication and compassion, say-
ing the way he connects with his
church community is exceptionally
personal. They offer the example of
times when he speaks directly to pa-
rishioners, by name, from the pulpit.
Joanne Bauman, lifelong Church
member, said she is sad Andrs is de-
parting: “He has been so good. Done
so much. He has such a good Bible
study for the older ladies. He under-
stands us.” Tracy Pomeroy echoes
the importance of Andrs’ tenure at
First Congregational, “He loves on
everyone immediately, where they
are at.”

Briefs

DENNIS STEFFEL OMTVEDT
FUNERAL AND CREMATION SERVICE
109 3RD STREET NE, WASECA, MN 56093
WASECA o JANESVILLE e WATERVILLE

Treasure Chest Bingo at

The Mill Sat., Jan. 18

The Mill Event Center will have
Treasure Chest Bingo at 5:30 p.m. on
Saturday, Jan. 18. Beside bingo there
will be meat raffles, horse races.
Prizes include power tools, designer
purses and more.

Ice fishing class at New
Richland Public

Library, Jan. 23

Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame
winner Terry Tuma will teach ice
fishing techniques at the New Rich-
land Public Library at 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 23. Bait to rod selec-
tion, slab crappies to monster gills.

Johnny Frost and the
Heatseekers at Indian Is-
land Winery

Saturday, Jan. 25

The Indian Island Winery is host-
ing band Johnny Frost and the Heat-
seekers from 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 25. They perform up
to seven decades of music.

Pinnacle Pro Wrestling’s
‘Winter War’ at The Mill

Saturday, Jan. 25

The Mill Event Center will have
Pinnacle Pro Wrestling perform
Winter War from 6-10 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Jan. 25. Tickets are available
online.

Chris Brooks Band will
perform at
Starfire Event Center Fri-
day, Feb. 21

The Starfire Event Center will host
the Chris Brooks Band from 7-10
p.m. on Friday, Feb. 21. They per-
form a combination of danceable,
current and classic country radio hits.
This is part of the Sleigh and Cutter
Festival.

CredibleMind offers free
mental health

resources
All area residents are eligible to
use free online access to mental

health resources available at
MNPrairie’s “CredibleMind” web-
site.

The site offers interactive, ev-
idence-based ways to explore local
and national mental well-being re-
sources. Free and anonymous at
www.mnprairie.crediblemind.com

Waldorf Veterans

Memorial Fund Drive
Donations are requested to support
the construction of the Waldorf Vet-
erans Memorial. Checks written to
WVMP Fund Drive can be mailed to
WVMP Fund Drive; Judy Joecks,
treasurer; P.O. Box 55; Waldorf, MN
56091. Questions can be directed to
Charlie Barnes at (763) 286-2246.
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Farmamerica invites area residents to celebrate the start of
a new year at the facility's second annual “Raise a Toast”
event at 6 p.m. January 17, 2025.

Farm to Fork dinner

series continues at

Farmamerica
Second annual toast to women

(Waseca, Minnesota)- Ladies,
it’s time to unwind, and let Far-
mamerica treat you to an evening
designed just for you! As the holi-
day rush fades, Farmamerica in-
vites you to celebrate the start of a
new year at our second annual
“Raise a Toast” event on January
17th, 2024, at 6:00 PM.

This year’s event promises to be
even more memorable with an en-
gaging evening of food, entertain-
ment, and inspiration  at
Farmamerica, conveniently lo-
cated just off Highway 14, 5 miles
west of Waseca.

Highlights of this special even-
ing will include:

* Red carpet treatment and
time for relaxed conversation with

Waseca Music

C O M P A —N_—Y

YOUR LOCAL MUSIC STORE
Band Instruments - Repais

Guitars + CD, DVD, & Vinyl

507-835-2980
111 South State Street

the ladies
e A delicious

four-course

plated meal featuring local pro-
ducers and paired with a compli-

mentary signature cocktail.

* Special keynote by Michelle
Miller, “The Farm Babe”, spon-
sored by Crystal Valley. Farm
Babe is an internationally recog-

nized agricultural

advocate;

speaker, influencer, author, and

podcaster

* Plus, exciting surprises and
thoughtful touches throughout the

night!

Kari Wadd, Farmamerica Pro-
gram Coordinator, shared her en-
thusiasm for the event. “We are
looking forward to our second an-
nual Raise a Toast, farm to fork
event! This special evening will
celebrate and honor women with
an evening of great food, wonder-
ful company, and remarks from
our fantastic keynote speaker,
Farm Babe. Gather your friends
and family and join us for this

event on January 17th.”

Tickets and additional infor-
mation about this special evening

can be found
farmamerica.org/events.

at

U of M offers array of agribusiness seminars

BRAINERD, MN. (1/2/2025)—
Do you have an agritourism business
idea, but unsure if it’ll be successful?
Are you wanting to add value to your
current farming operation, but not
sure where to begin? Or perhaps
you’re new to farming, but have an
awesome idea of how to connect the
public with food production?

University of Minnesota Exten-
sion will present a roadshow of
workshops, both online and in-per-
son across the state January through
February.Writing a business plan can
dramatically increase the success of
implementing your business ideas
and goals.

In these workshops, participants
will learn what an agritourism busi-

ness is - the intersection of farming
and tourism. Participants will learn
the steps to writing a useful and ef-
fective business plan and will learn
how using AgPlan, an online busi-
ness planning software that can give
tips and examples to make the writ-
ing process easier.

“Sustained business success does-
n’t come from chance, fate or good
luck”, says Susanne Hinrichs, Exten-
sion educator with the Agricultural
Business Management team at Uni-
versity of Minnesota Extension, “To
run a successful and profitable busi-
ness, it is critical that a person under-
stand, implement and value the
process of effective business plan-
ning and this workshop will get you

started or jump start your existing
plan.”

These workshops are free and will
guide you in creating a business plan
to bring your agritourism vision to
life.

e Jan. 14: In-person at Cam-
bridge, 9-11 a.m.

e Jan. 15: In-person at Virginia,
2:30-5:30 p.m.

e Jan. 22: In-person at Pelican
Rapids, 4-6 p.m.

e Jan. 27: In-person at St. Jo-
seph, 4-6 p.m.

e Jan.28: Webinar, 6-7:30 p.m.

e Jan.28: In-person watch party
at Cologne, 6-8 p.m.

To register or find out more about
these 2-hour workshops, go to

z.umn.edu/agritourism.

Also, a five-part agritourism busi-
ness planning series will happen in
February and March to give partici-
pants a more in-depth cohort experi-
ence. Each week a different section
of AgPlan will be featured. There is
no cost to attend, but registration is
required. To find out more infor-
mation about any of these offerings,
go to z.umn.edu/agritourism.

For more news from U of M Ex-
tension, visit
www.extension.umn.edu/news  or
contact Extension Communications
at extnews@umn.edu. University of
Minnesota Extension is an equal op-
portunity educator and employer.

Community health assessment reports now available online

Le Sueur, Minn. — The Le Sueur
County and Waseca County Public
Health Departments announce that
community health reports for the two
counties are now available for re-
view. The reports include the topics
“Health Equity Data Analysis,”
“Community Health Assessment,”
and “Community Health Improve-
ment Plan.”

The reports address a range of im-
portant health issues and topics con-

cerning Le Sueur and Waseca
counties including mental health, ac-
cess to healthy food, economic sta-
bility and more.

Waseca County Public Health Di-
rector Sarah Berry said, “We want to
stress that everyone has a stake in
community health and can contribute
positively by working together to-
ward the future they envision. This
includes neighbors and friends reach-
ing out to fill gaps or lift them up to

leaders if the gap is too wide.” Le
Sueur County Public Health Director
Megan Kirby said, “These reports
are very insightful and very impor-
tant to our communities going for-
ward. They help us understand where
our communities desire change.”
The community health assessment
and subsequent reports are released
every five years and help identify the
top health concerns in both counties.
The reports benefit county residents

as well as the state of Minnesota by
incentivizing funding for essential
programs and services. The com-
munity health assessment allows
local public health departments to
identify gaps and barriers in overall
community health and develop plans
to overcome them.

Residents are encouraged to re-
view the recently released reports on
the Le Sueur Waseca Community
Health Board website at Iwchb.org.
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potential they would spread.

- Waseca County schools sent six
wrestlers representing Class A to com-
pete in the Minnesota State High
School League this past weekend,
March 1-2.

Keegan Kuball of WEM-JWP won
his second straight state championship
at 285 Ibs.

Carson Petry also of WEM-JWP
medaled, taking fourth.

NRHEG had no place winner.
George Roesler won two matches, but
lost in the second round of the Conso-
lation bracket. Annabelle Petsinger,
coming off a state championship a year
ago, was hurt during her first round
matchup and did not wrestle again.
Ryan Schlaak of NRHEG lost both of

his matches.

Avery Fall of WEM-JWP was also
hurt in his first round matchup and did
not wrestle again.

- The Waseca Area Neighborhood
Service Center (WANSC ) BackPack
program received a $10,000 donation
last week from the newly rebranded
Blaze Credit Union. The BackPack
program sends packets of food home
with area children who might otherwise
spend those days hungry.

Cindy Kolander, WANSC director,

made clear the entire $10,000 would be
used in continuing the BackPack pro-
gram, and not any other food shelf ini-
tiatives.

- The Minnesota Office of Broad-
band Development announced last
week that Waseca County will be re-
ceiving a $4.38 million grant toward
the cost of expanding broadband access
to the “least served” areas of the county.

2024 continued on 6

Thank you, and Happy New Year!

Near the end of 2024, the Waldorf City Council gathered for a photo to honor the 16 years of
dedication and service by outgoing council member Kevin Lines. “We appreciated his leader-
ship and wish him the best,” Mayor Rob Wilkening stated.

Pictured front row from left: Councilwomen Missy Sorbo and Carrie Ferch. Back: Mayor Rob
Wilkening, Councilmen Kevin Lines and Jim Majeski. On behalf of the City of Waldorf, “Happy

New Year!”

ricksappliancewaseca.com
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AMANA

Sales & Service
507-461-9615

Hours

M-F....7:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat.....7:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Sunday ........ccceeeee. Closed

@ Speed Queen

MAYTAG

Whirlpool

Visit our new Showroom!
405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN

SUBSCRIBE

WASECA'S ONLY LOCALLY
OWNED & OPERATED
NEWSPAPER!

$59 ... IN WASECA COUNTY
$69........... IN STATE OF MINNESOTA
Y £ I OUTSIDE STATE

111 WEST ELM AVE, WASECA, MN
(5071 837-6767
NEWS@WASECACOUNTYPIONEER.COM

I'm Daniel ]. Johnson. For the past
13 years, I've proudly served our
community by offering personal-
ized accounting services for you

and your small business. From
tax preparation and bookkeeping
to financial planning, I'm here to
provide you with professional,
trustworthy, and reliable assistance.

Let’s work together and make your

financial dreams a reality!

D

DanieldJ.

Johnson
ACCOUNTING

LLC

Matthew R. Petsinger Agency, LLC
Matthew Petsinger, Agent

teampetsinger@amfam.com
(507) 835-2770

115 North State Street,
Waseca, MN 56093
(507) 201-2484

Our Services

* Tax Planning & Return Preparation Services

* Estate and Trust Planning & Tax Preparation

* Financial Planning H
ours:

Mon - Thu AMERICAN FAMILY
8 am - 4 pm | INSURANCE 8
Fri
8am - 12 pm

e Accounting Services
* Bookkeeping

* Payroll Services American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. & its Operating Companies,

6000 American Parkway, Madison, Wl 53783
©2015 006441 — Rev. 2/20 - 21237785
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=1 Pastor’s Column

Last day as pastor

By PASTOR KEN ANDRS

My office is empty. I have spent
the last 3 % years working out of
this office. Now the desk is
cleared, the shelves are empty, the
only things that remain are
supplies for the church that are
used on a regular basis.

Today is my last day as Pastor
of First Congregational Church, I
have 5 things to do today, then I
will go for a walk in the woods
and settle into my mobile office. I
start at my new church on Sunday,
which means that [ am doing ser-
mon prep, planning, prayer and so
on for a church I have been in
twice. It is an odd experience to
move on, but not move yet.

One of the things that I have
struggled with through my mini-
stry is to determine where I am
called. It is an act of faith to know
where to go or what to do. To
know your calling, the call or the
location are unique experiences to
most ministers. A Ministers cal-
ling usually has to do with what
they are lead to accept as a call by
God, this call functions independ-
ently of the church and deals more
with how God has prepared a min-
ister to serve Him. The call deals
with a church that is looking for a
pastor, a church extends a call to a
Pastor to serve God in their body
of believers helping them fulfill
their call to be disciples.

I have always been sure of my
calling from God, the call and the
location is what I have struggled
with. At times God may lead a
minister to a new location that
does not have an organized body
of believers, so the work of the
ministry is centered around a loca-
tion rather than a body of be-
lievers. Other times, the call is to
serve a body of believers in a

church. For me, the call to a body
of believers gave me the opportu-
nity to serve the community, or the
call to a community was to form a
body of believers.

This discussion of calling, call
and location is a discussion of
what God is doing next in all our
lives. Ibelieve my call is to make
disciples by being faithfully com-
mitted to see all people grow in
Christ. Sometimes that call is to a
vocation, location, or body of be-
lievers, but always it is a call to
follow Christ in every area of our
lives. Jesus spoke to His disciples
when He was leaving them and
said to them in Matthew 28:18-20:

18 And Jesus came and said to
them, “All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me. 19
Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching
them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold, I
am with you always, to the end of
the age.”

No matter where we go, or what
we do we have been called to be
disciples of Jesus and make dis-
ciples. I would encourage you all
to look at your own lives and ask
yourself if you are a disciple and
if you are a disciple how are you
making disciples? Is there an area
of your life that you need to sub-
mit to God’s will so people in your
life can become better disciples?
You will hear from me one more
time before I focus completely on
my new church, I hope I have
helped you be a better disciple in
my time here.

If you have any testimonies of
how God has used this column to
encourage you please send them to
the editor and they will get to me.
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- With a newly installed board of
directors under the leadership of
President Missy Donner and Pres-
ident-Elect Mikhail Rostislavovich,
the Waseca Arts Council will con-
tinue to build on the recent year of
rejuvenation which has given the
Center a whole new look while also
expanding its arts and education pro-
gramming.

- It’s official. After many years of
serving Janesville, the Mayo Clinic
facility located at 312 N. Main Street
has closed permanently.

‘When the clinic stopped accepting
visitors last August, the closure was
said to be temporary, and to have
been the result of a “staffing situ-
ation.” All patients who had been
using the clinic were instructed to
call the Janesville office so they
could be redirected either to the
Waseca or Mankato facility.

- The Irish American Club of
Southern Minnesota is preparing for
its 56th annual St. Patrick’s Day
celebration at 7 p.m. March 16 at the
Mill in Waseca.

- The Irish American Club of
Southern Minnesota celebrated its
fifty-sixth year on Saturday, March
16. Events started at 10:30 a.m. at
Sacred Heart Catholic Church and
ended around 8 p.m. when Layla
Keith was crowned Miss Irish Rose
and Ava Appel received the Miss St.
Patrick title.

Meet your Dedicated
Lending Team

President

Agand
Commerical Lender

During the holy mass at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church, Joseph and
Kathleen Groh became Mr. and Mrs.
Emerald Isle. Karynn Fett was se-
lected as Grand Marshall. While the
congregation received communion,
Irish songs were sung, including
“Lady of Knock,” “Irish Blessing,”
“Hail,” “Glorious St. Patrick,” and
“Mother Machree.”

- Rattling off four straight wins
through the Class 2AA Section 2
playoff bracket, the Waseca Bluejays
earned a trip to the 2024 State Tour-
nament. The Bluejays defeated Blue
Earth, Janesville-Waldorf-Pember-
ton, Lake Crystal-Wellcome Memo-
rial, and Belle Plaine, improving
their record to 20-10. On Wednesday
the Bluejays play Breck in the State
Quarterfinal. This year is Waseca's
12th appearance in the state boys'
basketball tournament. They also
went in 1918, 1919, 1948, 1974,
1975,1987,1988,2002,2016,2019
and 2021.

- Good food, conversations, and
stories were shared during the annual
Farm and City Luncheon March 21,
hosted by the Waseca Area Chamber
of Commerce at the Mill in Waseca.

Following a lunch catered by the
Pheasant Cafe and served by local
FFA Chapters from Waseca,
NRHEG, and Waseca, the following
families, all from rural Waseca, were
honored with awards: Farm Family
of the year (FFOY); Sommers
Brothers Custom Baling, LL.C, Brian
& Kirsten Sommers and Matt &
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Richard Rohne

RICHARD MARTIG ROHNE,
age 81 of Waseca, died Friday, Janu-
ary 3, 2025, at the Mapleton Com-
munity Home in Mapleton.

He was born on September 21,
1943, in Minneapolis. He was the
son of Orville D. and Viola E. (Mar-
tig) Rohne. Richard served in the
United States Navy from 1962-1968.
Following his release from service,
he attended the Colorado Barber
College. He also attended Faith Bible
College, Southern Baptist Seminary,
and the Evangelical Church Alliance.
He was the Proprietor of Northside
Barber Shop on State Street. He also

served as a guest speaker alongside
many pastors and enjoyed spending
a few years driving school buses for
Clemons Bus Line and Palmer Bus
Service. On March 15, 1980, he mar-
ried Patricia Irene Crandell in Min-
neapolis. Richard was a member of a
bowling league, enjoyed Tackwondo
and was also part of Gideons Inter-
national. He was a member of Christ
Community Church.

He is survived by his daughters,
Danella (Steve) Daniels and Holly
Rohne; three grandchildren, Chelsey,
Shaye, Dylan; six great-grandchil-
dren, Chloe, Kaylee, Jameson, Ila,
Liam, Dakotah, and his niece, Beth
Gregerson and her family. He is pre-

ceded in death by his parents, his
wife, and his sister Barbara Ann Hier.

Interment will be held, Friday,
January 10, 2025, at 10:00 AM at
Fort Snelling National Cemetery in
Minneapolis where military honors
will be accorded. Funeral service
will be held, Saturday, January 11,
2025, at 11:00 AM at Christ Com-
munity Church in Waseca, with Pas-
tor Rick Wulf officiating. Visitation
will be held one hour prior to the
service at the church on Saturday.
Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt Funeral and
Cremation Service is handling the ar-

rangements. dsofuneral.com

Richard Rohne
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CHRIST COMMUNITY
CHURCH
2200 4th St NE, Waseca
507-835-2235

Service times 9:30 a.m.
* % %

4TH STREET EVANGELICAL
CHURCH
605 4th St NE, Waseca
507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew
Isker)
Worship Sundays 10 a.m
* * *

FAITH UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
801 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-3167
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m.
% %

CHRIST THE KING LU-
THERAN CHURCH
309 6th St NE, Waseca
507-835-9176
Worship Sundays traditional 8:30
a.m., 9:45 a.m. Sunday School/Fel-
lowship; 10:45 a.m. contemporary
service
* 3k *k
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN
CHURCH
401 3rd Ave NE, Waseca
507-833-1703
Sundays 9:00 a.m.
*x % %

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
314 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-2647
Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m.
* 3k *k

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH
503 2nd Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-4548 (office email:
lcewaseca@hickorytech.net)
Worship Sunday 10 a.m.
* k%

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 E Elm Ave, Waseca
507-835-1709
Worship Sunday 9 a.m.

* * *

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
CHURCH
111 4th St NW, Waseca
Father Glenn Ferichs
507-835-1222
Worship Sundays 10:00 a.m., Tues.
and Wed. at 8:30 a.m. and Thurs. at
7 a.m.; Saturdays at 5 p.m.
* * *

REAL LIFE CHURCH

620 W Elm Ave, Waseca
507-607-8245
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
% % %

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
LATTER-DAY SAINTS
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca

507-835-4640

Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m.
* * *

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
1221 8th St SE, Waseca
507-835-2213
Sunday worship 10:45 a.m., 6:00
p-m.

% % %
CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca
507-833-1082
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun
Evening 6:00 p.m., Wed. evening

6:30 p.m.
* % %
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School,
Choir and Choir; 10:30 a.m. Wor-
ship
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship
k k %

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Otisco, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship

% % %

TRINITY EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Mary Iverson
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship,
Sunday School; 10 a.m. Coffee
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirma-
tion; 7 p.m. Council meeting
% %
LESUEUR RIVER
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting
* % %

VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship

J
DanielJ.

Johnson
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115 North State Street, Waseca, MN
(507) 201-2484

Our Services

Financial Planning
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Bookkeeping
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Tax Planning & Preparation
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Estate and Trust Planning
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507-837-6767

Customized Ag
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Lines of Credit ¢+ Equipment

Loans ¢ Farmer Mac

FM BANK

* * *

VISTA EVANGELICAL
COVENANT CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Brian Schanil Pastor
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m.

Sunday School
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe
Ministry, 1-3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bon-
fires and Yard Games, 6 p.m. until
dark

* * *

ALL SAINTS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Father Glenn Ferichs

Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and 4th
Fridays p.m. Mass
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m.

* * *

FIRST LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
Waldorf, Minnesota
Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Larry Sipe
Sundays: Worship 8 a.m.; 9:10 a.m.
Sunday School and adult bible class
k k *
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Freedom Township
Sunday — 9:15 a.m. Worship

k * *

ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris
Waldorf, Minnesota
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
* k%

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC
Waldorf, Minnesota
Father Brian Mulligan
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship
% 3k k

TRINITY LUTHERAN
Wilton Township
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor
Sunday — 8 a.m. summer worship;
10:45 a.m. Worship starting Sept. 1
* * *

THE CHURCH of JESUS
CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Brad Donner, Branch President
Waseca, Minnesota
www.lds.org
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.;
11:20 a.m. Sunday School
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activ-
ities, ages 12-18
* % *
TRINITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH

412 N. Main Street, Janesville
Rev. Jason Wolter
Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m.
Worship
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible
Class, 10:15 a.m. Worship
* % %

JANESVILLE UNITED METH-
ODIST CHURCH
401 N. West St., Janesville
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship
* * %

BLOOMING GROVE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
43089 180th St., Morristown
Pastor Kathy King

Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Summer wor-
ship hours, (10:45 a.m. Worship,
winter)
* * %
ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH
307 W. 2nd St, Janesville

10 a.m. - Mass
* * *

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 Owen St., Janesville

Pastor Sarah Krolak
* * *

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL
CHURCH
Alma City, Minnesota
Pastor Robert Harting
Sunday - 10 a,m. Worship

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LU-
THERAN CHURCH
Smiths Mill, Minnesota
Pastor Robert Harting
Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship
% * *

NORTH WASECA LUTHERAN
CHURCH ELCA
404 30 120th St. Waseca
Pastor Sarah Krolak
507-234-6463
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Sec-
ond sunday “Young at heart”
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirma-
tion
% %k %

NOTE: CHANGES IN
CHURCH CALENDARS MUST
BE MADE BY NOTIFICATION
FROM A MEMBER OF THE
CONGREGATION TO THE
WASECA COUNTY PIONEER.

o

INSURE CAREFULLY,
DREAM FEARLESSLY.

CALL (507) 835-2770 FOR A
NO-OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE.
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Janesville

1925

- A business deal was consummated Monday morning in town
whereby Mr. John Barden retires from the clothing business hitherto
conducted under the firm name of Barden & Koplen. He has disposed
of his interest to Mr. Julius Koplen and Mr. Ernst C. Werdin, the new
firm name to be Koplen and Werdin. It is with genuine regret that the
public learns of the determination of Mr. Barden to retire. He has always
been considerate of the public interests and popular with the people as
a result. But while they regret his departure and retirement, they are
pleased also to note the good qualities of the successor, Mr. Wedin, who
by strict attention to business and dint of hard work is enabled to take
the position so ably filled in the past.

- Mrs. C Wegge informs us that the business transacted during 1924
by the bakery is highly satisfactory. It is known that the local bakery is
one of the best with a standard as to bread, rolls, and pastry, second to
no other bakery in the state. That it has been liberally patronized by the
people in the city and surrounding country is known by everybody and
that it has given satisfaction everywhere is also known.

- Sunday morning Mr. and Mrs. H. D. Ayars started for Waseca in
their Overland sedan. Just at the edge of town they turned out for a car.
In getting back into the road, the car skidded and started for the ditch
at the side. Mr. Ayars attempted to run the car straight into the ditch but
in doing so it skidded the other way and tipped over on a bank of snow.
Neither one was hurt and the only damage to the car was a bent axle.

1950

- The Birds Eye-Snider division of General Foods has completed pur-
chase of the Waseca, Minnesota, plant of the Fairmont Canning Com-
pany, it was announced today by G. O. Bailey, Birds Eye general
manager. Mr. Bailey said that negotiations were now going forward for
the purchase by his company of two other Fairmont units at Mapleton
and Madelia, Minnesota. The Waseca Canning Company was a wholly
owned subsidiary of Fairmont. The actual closing was made December
29.

- The Janesville Raiders invaded the St. Clair Saints’ court Thursday
night and walked away with two victories, 80-31 and 52-38. Bernie
Galler led the attack in the first game with 25 points and Len Guse led
in the second game with 24 points.

- The wage and hour law applying to both employers and employees
was amended in 1949 by Congress with a provision under the Fair
Labor Standards Act that raises to 75 cents per hour and minimum wage
in most kids of occupation. The change in the law becomes effective
on January 25, 1950. It is expected that an explanatory pamphley will
be distributed next week that will cover both exemptions and all persons
coming under the new minimum wage regulation of 75 cents per hour.

1975

- Father Haberman and the ladies of St. Ann’s Catholic Church were
working Tuesday to coordinate local efforts to help the Marland Goettl
family. Mrs. Goettl told the Argus that she and her husband were so
happy with the community response last spring and that they really
don’t need that type of help this time. “We were caught short on insur-
ance coverage when our other home burned,” she said. “It was a case
of not having enough insurance on an old home to replace everything.”
But that isn’t the case now, Mrs. Goettl said. The new home which
burned last Friday was adequately insured as was its contents.

- Charles Born, 33, is one of the candidates the Janesville Jaycees
have nominated for Outstanding Young Farmer. The son of Mrs. Edna
Born and the late Charles Born Sr., Charlie was raised on his parents’
farm a quarter mile north of his farm located on Lake Elysian. Although
he had helped on the farm all his life, Charlie took it over when his dad
was killed in a 1956 automobile accident. Three years later he graduated
from Janesville High School.

- Golden Bear wrestlers came out on the short end of a 26-20 meet
here with Mankato Loyola last Tuesday night. Loyola was included on
the list of the top twenty wrestling squads in Minnesota earlier this
month. The Bears are now holding a 3-2 season record; the only other
loss being to Nicollet. In B-Squad competition, Janesville bear Loyola
38-21 with pinsfrom Henry Eustice, Dave Trahms, Greg Jewison, and
Don Goltz.

2000

- Eva Kaftellan is experiencing first-hand what life in America is all
about, while staying in Janesville. Eva is from Sauerland, Germany
where she lives in the town of Hagen. Eva arrived in Janesville on
Thursday, Aug. 19, 1999, and has been staying with Linda and Wayne
Prechel. The Prechels and their two daughters, Sara and Jamie will be
Eva’s family for the duration of her stay, which is about one year. “Life
is pretty different here,” said Eva, “expecially school.” In Germany the
students are able to choose from a larger variety of subjects, and very
different hours. For example, they may go to school for six hours one
day, and three the next, depending on the subject and day of the week.

- The third time was the charm for the Janesville-WaldorfPemberton
bond issue. The $11 million bond issue finally passed during the Nov.
41997, election. About $4000,000 of district funds were used to make
technology improvements at both sites. The passage of the bond issue
was the final step in the consolidation process. Construction began in
May 1998 and wrapped in December 1999. The punch list is still being
completed. JWP Superintendent Don Hainlen and JWP School Board
Chair Allan Lynch are glad the project is finally over.

- The friendly confines of the Janesville gymnasium didn’t prove to
be any advantage for the Janesville-WaldorfPemberton boys’ basketball
team during its annual JWP Rotary Classic Wednesday and Thursday.
The Bulldogs were soundly beaten twice to finish last in the four-team
field. Park of Cottage Grove held the Bulldogs to just 14 points over
the final three quarters on the way to a 61-26 victory in the opening
round. St. Peter captured its first victory of the year when it outscored
the Dawgs 67-35 over the final three periods and gained a 78-48 tri-
umph in the third-place game. JWP, which entered the tournament after
its only win of the year, fell to 1-5 for the season, 1-3 on its home court.
Park edged Hayfield in Thursday’s championship game.

who utilizes innovative methods, has
made improvement in farming oper-

m 2024

from Page 6

Nicole Sommers.

The FFOY award goes to a
Waseca County food producer in-
volved in the community. This family
has made significant short-term pro-
gress and/or innovative contributions
with their agricultural endeavors and
has demonstrated a commitment to
enhancing and supporting the fields
of agriculture and production. The
Sommers will be honored and recog-
nized among farmers across the state
at Farmfest this summer.

The Waseca County Outstanding
Young Farmer award is presented to
a farmer between 21-39 years of age

ations, and demonstrates service to
community organizations and con-
servation practices. This year’s
winner was Mike Singlestad.

This year’s Waseca County Distin-
guished Agriculture Leadership
award recognizes distinguished indi-
viduals who have dedicated their
lives to the advancement of agricul-
ture in Waseca County. Individuals
will have demonstrated outstanding
leadership in the community, place of
business or employment, and the ad-
vancement of the agricultural indus-
try.

This year’s award went to Kathy
Guse.

- Tom Sexton of Waseca will run
for the Republican nomination as a
candidate for the Minnesota House of
Representatives District 19B.

Waseca

-Frank Philipp and his dog, Spike, stopped in at the Waseca Art
Center. They are regulars there, monitoring the gallery and encourag-
ing people to register when they enter the gallery. It’s part of the RSVP
program in Waseca County.

-Holiday Gathering — The Waseca Ministerial Association sponsored a
Christmas dinner for the elderly and others alone on the holiday. It was held
at noon on Christmas Day, Dec. 25 at the Waseca Senior Citizens Center.
The event was hosted by members of the Evangelical United Methodist
Church.

-Tyler Hayes was selected as a November Elementary Student of the
Month as the Minnesota State Academy for the Deaf in Faribault. Staff se-
lect Students of the Month based on the following criteria: the student is
prompt, kind, cooperative, helpful, tries their best or has shown great im-
provement. Tyler, a fourth grader, is the son of Valerie Melchert and Joseph
Hayes of Waseca.

-If you’re going to have a conversation with Estelle Rethwill, 99, be ready
for a crisp exchange. It’s true, Estelle, who was born on the 28TH of Sep-
tember, 1900, has experienced 100 years of living. However, just because
she has lived for a very long time, don’t assume that her faculties are fal-
tering or she has become disgruntled or ill-humored. That’s not Estelle.

-Born in 1900, Estelle Rethwill looks forward to the year 2000.
50 Years Ago

-Dr. Harold Lorez stands in his office with his familiar dental equipment
surrounding him. Dr. Lorenz will retire Jan. 1 following 35 years of dentis-
try in Waseca.

-Christmas treat — SENIOR CITIZENS received an extra treat at their
noon lunch Christmas eve when Dorwin Peterson, Commander of VFW
Post 1642, handed out bags of candy donated by the VFW club. Jo Ann
Palm, Site Manager of the Nutrition Program, is shown holding the box and
helping with the distribution.

75 Years Ago

-THE BIRTH OF THE CHRIST CHILD in a Bethlehem stable last night
was hailed today as the re-birth of light and holy grace into a dark and wait-
ing world. Above, at left, is Mary, mother of the Prince of Peace. At right
of crib is Joseph, a carpenter of Nazareth and husband of Mary. At right
foreground is Aaron, shepherd, who visited the stable. Center, the Son of
God, lies in his manger crib.

-Three shepherds, all of rural Bethlehem, insist the Angel of God ap-
peared to them last night and told them of the birth here of a baby who will
be hailed the Prince of Peace. The shepherds, Aaron, Jonathan, and Stephen,
told their stories this morning as they prepared to return to their flocks after
visiting the baby and Mary, his mother, in the stable.

-Along with other unusual events which accompanied the birth of the
Christ Child, reports of a great choir of heavenly voices singing throughout
last night continued to come in this morning. It is now definitely established
that a chorus of angels was present or at least sang their hallelujahs in the
sky.

100 Years Ago

-Mrs. Gunhild Jackson, the only resident of Waseca county now living,
has reached the age of 100 years. And the best part of the story is that Mrs.
Jackson’s years rest lightly on her shoulders. She is able to be up and around
the house, to enjoy her three square meals a day and a good night’s rest and
appreciate the visits of relatives and friends.

-Bernard Coughlin of this city, a student at Notre Dame University and a
member of the famous Notre Dame football team, is enjoying a three weeks
trip to the Pacific coast and return with Coach Rockne and the members of
the team. They were in New Orleans last Sunday and will eat Christmas
dinner at Houston, Texas.

-The representatives of the Junior class won the high school interclass
basketball championship last Friday when they won from the Seniors in a
game featured by strong guarding, the score being 12 to 7.

New Richland

- The real first Minnesota snowfall just before Christmas was just
perfect for snowballing and erecting snowmen! These young fellows
went all out as they fashioned a giant snowman, complete with
Christmas lights in front of the Dennis Warke home in New Rich-
land. They are from the left: David Root, Brian Bergland and Justin
Lewer.

- Tuesday supper guests of Esther Bohm were Gerald and Bonnie
Groskreutz of wells. John and Elaine Tesch were New Years supper
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Miller. On Friday, December 24, Herman
and Grace Miller joined family members at the Steve and Ruth Vance
home in Chanhassen for their annual family christ-
mas party. They attend Christmas Eve services at
the Church of the Living Christ in Chanhassen.

-Lisa Renae Kyte and Kyle Bert Schlaak
were united in marriage June 12, 1999, at the
Waseca Evangelical Free Church. Pastor Dan
VanLoon officiated the 4 p.m. double ring cer-
emony. Parents of the couple are Joe and Bon-
nie Kyte and Lyle and Diane Schlaak, all of
New Richland.

WITH REECTRUN OI% CR010T 1w

- Stacey Krause, who was named student of the month for De-
cember at New Rlchland-Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva High School
was congratulated this week by the Science instructors, Sam Mack-
lay (left) and Terry Anderson (right). Stacey Krause was named stu-

dent of  the month for December at New
RIchland-Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva High School by the Science
Department. A daughter of Dennis and Sue Krause of rural New
RIchland, Stacey is the member of the high school's speech team and
is a teacher's aid at the local school. She is a bible study leader at her
church. Wehn Stacey was asked why she would like to be an Elk Stu-
dent of the month, she explained she has worked hard to achieve a
high grade point average. “The scholarship would help greatly in
funding my college education” she added. Stacey has been accepted
at Minnesota State University at Mankato.

50 Years Back

- Larry Spear is opening an accounting office in New Richland, Mon-
day, January 20 in the Farm and Home Real Estate building, one half
block west of the corner of Broadway and 2nd St. NW. A member of the
Minnesota Association for Public Accountants, throughout the year he
has attended monthly meetings which presented information on tax law
changes, manual versus computer to ethics of the profession.

- The Dean's List for the fall semester at St.Mary's College of Winona,
Minnesota has been announced by Dr. Ulric Scott, vice president for ac-
ademic affairs. The list includes 103 students who have attained an aca-
demic grade point average of 3.8 or better on a 4.0 scale. Students from
this area are: Robert J. Yerhot of New Richland and Thomas F. Clasen,
both of Waseca.

- The New Rlchland-Hartland high school wrestlers defeated Alden,
22-21, Friday. After trailing Alden following the third match, 15-3, the
Cards came back to win in the final match of the evening which found
Rich Westland defeating Bob Scrabeck, 9-3. 98 Ib - Brad Whelan(A)
pinned Mike Wallin(NR) 3:11. 105 Ib - Daryl Reimer(A) dec. Eric
Espe(NR) 5-2.

112 Ib - Brian Wittmer(A) pinned Jim Battey(NR) 4:19. 119 Ib - KEvin
Knutson(NR) dec. Daryl Sanderson(A) 10-2. 126 Ib - Scott Smith(NR)
dec. Brian Whelan(A) 8-3. 132 Ib - Randy Warke(NR) dec. Craig Whe-
lan(A) 4-1. 138 Ib - Hiroshi Nisiumaki(NR) dec. Cory Carlson(A) 16-4.
145 Ib - Burton Berg(NR) dec. Steve Lindeman(A) 3-2. 155 Ib - Randy
Whelan(A) dec. Keith Root(NR) 11-9. 167 Ib - Gordy Ebnet(NR) dec.
Rick Newman(A) 9-1. 180 Ib - Clair Drescher(A) dec. Al
Bartholmey(NR) 5-2. Hwt. - Rich Westland(NR) dec. Bob Scrabeck(A)
9-3.

75 Years Back

-Theron Johnston Former New Richland man, son of Mrs. W.R. Johns-
ton, who sold his Coast-to-Coast store in Canton, S. D. last summer,
made a deal last week at Waterville taking over the Ford Agency garage
there. Mr. and Mrs. Johnston and son have been living in Owatonna the
past few months. Mr. Johnston will change the name of the garage to
Waterville Motor Co. and will have a grand opening soon.

- Mr. and Mrs. John E. Wallace of New Richland became the parents
of a daughter on February 9, born at the Naeve hospital, Albert Lea. Mrs.
Wallace is the former Vivian Hanson.

-The League of Women Voters will be entertained at the home of Mrs.
Edwards Silvers, Tuesday evening February 14. Guest speakers are to be
Hope Washburn and Barbara Stuhler of Minneapolis, president and sec-
retary respectively, of the State Organization Committee of League of
Women Voters. They will discuss state economic problems.
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ANOTHER WIN — The Bluejays’ Ethan Hiller had seven points and six rebounds as the WHS
boys’ basketball team won 71-52 at Marshall. Pioneer photo by Jim Lutgens

M Jays cruise at Marshall

Deron Russell scores 26 as WHS boys remain unbeaten

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

Head coach Seth Anderson does-
n’t know for sure if his Waseca
High School boys’ basketball team
scored on a jump shot in the entire
second half at Marshall last Friday.

But it didn’t much matter.

The game was essentially over
by halftime.

Despite being outscored 28-24 in
the second half, the Bluejays
turned a 47-24 halftime advantage
into a 71-52 victory, improving
their record to 2-0 in the Big South
East and 11-0 overall.

“We played a great first half,”
said Anderson.

The Bluejays put it in cruise con-
trol after that and coasted to the
win.

“We had a few more turnovers
than usual and didn't shoot particu-
larly well in the second half,” said
Anderson. “I'm not sure if we made
a jump shot the whole second half,
but we defended well enough to get
the job done.”

Sophomore Deron Russell contin-
ued to lead the Bluejays, registering
26 points, 10 rebounds, two assists,

“I'm not sure if we made a jump shot
in the second half, but we defended
well enough to get the job done.”

— Waseca coach Seth Anderson

four steals and one blocked shot.

His older brother Damarius, a
senior who’ll attend South Dakota
State on a football scholarship,
totaled 15 points, seven rebounds,
six assists and four steals.

Others: Ethan Hiller 7P, 6R, 1A,
45, 1B; Cyrett Long 1R, 1A; Caden
Danner 4P, 1R, 1S; Carson Ohnstad
6P, 7R, 4A; Logan Reger 1R; Isaac
Feldkamp 11P, 3R, 1A; Wyatt Hager
2P, IR, 1A, 18S.

Alexander Thomas
scored 12 points Marshall.

The Bluejays shot 42.2 percent
from the floor, including 3-for-18
from three-point range. Marshall
shot 35 percent for the game and
made three of 11 threes. Waseca was
14-for-18 at the free-throw line,
Marshall 7-for-12. The Bluejays
held a 41-36 edge on the boards,

Franson

Tough competition

Last Friday was a tough one for the Waseca High School girls’ basketball team,
which lost 65-22 to Marshall at home. Above, the Bluejays’ Mia Kanewischer
brings the ball up the court as Taleigh Bigler presses. At right, Lily Owens drib-
bles the ball as Katelyn Leibfried defends. Below right, Callie Dufault drives as
Avery Schneekloth defends. Below, Katlyn McMurphy takes a shot. Dufault and

Kanewischer led the Bluejays with nine points each. Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens

Turn your quality items into cash
at WaSeekers! Write a short
description, bring your items in
and they will go on WaSeekers
next auction. We sell just about
anything! WaSeekers takes in
new & gently used items, lists
them on our online auction
platform, & displays them in our
safe & secure store where you

can inspect them in person!

Contact Tina Mittelsteadt
507-351-4608
tina@waseekersonlineauction.com

scoring 27 points
off 22 Marshall
turnovers.

After hosting &8
St. Clair Tuesday,
the Bluejays
entertain
Glencoe-Silver
Lake  Monday
and face Sibley

East at home the De.Russell
following night.
Big South East

W-L Overall
Waseca 2-0 11-0
Jackson Co. Central 3-1 8-1
Belle Plaine 2-1 5-2
Blue Earth Area 1-2 6-3
Fairmont 1-1 7-3
Tri-City United 0-4 0-9

Veroven
leads WHS
grapplers
In tourney

The Waseca High School
wrestling team finished sixth
among 12 squads in Saturday’s
Norwood-Young America
Central Invitational.

Matthew Veroeven led the
Bluejays, finishing first at 215
pounds.

Slade
Barnett also
reached the
finals, finish-
ing second. \|

Jacob -
Knutson was [
third at 133,
Ben Hagen
third at 285.
Finishing
fourth were
Deven
Parpart  at |
139 and | b &N
L ucas \ArJ
Selthun at |
189.

T e a m
standings:
WEM/IJWP
147 .5,
Paynesville Area 138.5,
Norwood-Young America 129,
Mound-Westonka 124.5,
Glencoe-Silver  Lake/Lester
Prairie 124, Waseca 110.5,
Oglivie 72, St. Clair/Mankato
Loyola 61.5, Sibley East 39.5,
Faribault 30.5, Robbinsdale
Armstrong 27 and New Century
Academy 0.

The Bluejays are in action
Saturday with the Big South
Conference meet at Jackson
County Central at 10 a.m.
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Veroeven

Barnett

LIVE AUCTION WEBSITE & SHOP
FOR LOCALS, BY LOCALS!

WASEEKERONLINEAUCTION.COM

Tons more to see! » waseekersonlineauction.com
or come in person at: 1372 South State Street, Wase(a

507-833-SEEK(7335)

NEW AUCTION
ENDS EVERY
WED, 8pm!
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Dominant

performance

WHS hockey boys
overwhelm Worthington

The Waseca High School boys'
hockey team registered its seventh
consecutive victory Friday, over-
whelming Worthington 15-1 at
Waseca Community Arena. The
Bluejays improved to 10-1-0 for
the season.

Henry Huttemier scored three
goals for Waseca. Cash Lynch,
Brayden Hesch-Priem and Jude
Gehring scored two goals each,
with one apiece for Beckett Srp,
Jayden Gehring, Hunter Anderson,
Anthony  Selvik and  Ottto
Schoenrock.

Schoenrock, Jackson Tesch and
Griffin Storey each had three
assists, with two each by Anderson
and Jude Gehring. One assist
apiece went to Huttemier,
Anderson, Hesch-Priem, Srp and
Selvik.

The Bluejays outshot
Worthington 57-22.

Waseca goalie Josiah Schmidke
totaled 21 saves. Both teams served
four minutes on two penalties.

The Bluejays improved to 6-0-1
in the Big South while Worthington
fell to 2-3 in the conference and 3-
9 overall.

After playing Tuesday at Red
Wing, the Bluejays host Minnesota
River tonight. They travel to
Worthington Saturday, New Prague
Jan. 14 and at Rochester Lourdes
Jan. 16.

Big South Standings
WLT PTS Overall

Luverne 6-0-1 13 9-2-1
Waseca 6-0-1 11 10-0-1

New Ulm 320 6 5-6-0
Windom 3-4-0 6 3-9-1
Minn. River 2-1-0 4 4-6-0
Worthington 2-3-0 4 3-9-0
Marshall 2-4-0 4 4-10-0
Redwood V. 1-5-0 2 2-9-0
Fairmont 0-6-0 0 0-8-0
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ACTION AT THE NET - There was plenty of activity around the Worthington goal as the Waseca boys’ hockey team skated to a
15-1 victory last Friday. Above, the Bluejays’ Otto Schoenrock (10) shoots, with Jude Gehring (34) in the background. Below left,
Henry Huttemier (5) shoots off a pass from Hunter Anderson (16). Below right, Cash Lynch scores.

Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens

Foul troubles
cost NRHEG
girls at Goodhue

Loss to state-ranked Wildcats ends
winning streak for basketball squad

It was a break-even week for the
New Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-
Geneva High School girls’ basket-
ball team, which lost 82-61 at
Goodhue Saturday, following a 76-
43  home-court victory over
Kenyon-Wanamingo on Friday.

The Panthers, who trailed
Goodhue 33-29 at halftime, got
themselves in foul trouble from
which they did not recover.

“Unfortunately, there was about a
four-minute stretch in the second
half where we had too many
turnovers and they used that to their
advantage,” said NRHEG coach
Onika Peterson.

Goodhue scored 32 points off
turnovers, compared to 14 for
NRHEG.

“That stretch hurt us,” said
Peterson. “We were right there and
all of a sudden down by 17. I was
extremely impressed with our girls
fight. They never backed down the
whole night and kept going at
them.”

Peterson said the Panthers had a
great night rebounding, with 44 to
Goodhue’s 33.

“It was fun to see how we could
match up to a very good state-
ranked team,” said Peterson.

The Panthers were led by Quinn
VanMaldeghem with 21 points, 14
rebounds, 2 assists and 2 steals.

Others: Gabby Schlaak 2P, 3R,
3A, 2S; Ezra Boerner 4P, 1R, 1A;
Izley Boerner 14P, 3R, 2A, 1S;
Clara Buendorf 6R, 2A, 1S; Camryn
VanMeldeghem 14P, 2R, 3S, 1
blocked shot; Cloie Stork 4R; Kylie
Olson 6P, 9R, 1A, 25, 1B.

In a rematch of the state champi-
onship game oh so many years ago,
the  Panthers led Kenyon-
Wanamingo 29-19 at halftime while
cruising to victory.

“It was great to get a win at
home,” said Peterson. “After the
game, it's easy to critique what we

"They never
backed down
the whole night
and kept going
at them.”

— NRHEG coach
Onika Peterson

did well and identify areas where we
can continue to improve. Tonight
highlighted a couple of things we
need to focus on next week to keep
getting better. That said, I'm con-
stantly impressed with my girls.
Their competitiveness, effort, hard
work, and heart are never in ques-
tion.”

Individually: Schlaak 5P, 5R, 1A;
E.Boerner 2P, 1R, 2A, 2S;
Q.VanMaldeghem 8P, 7R; I.Boerner
13P, 3R, 5A, 2S; Buendorf 5P, 1R,
2A; C.VanMeldeghem 21P, 1IR,
2A, 1S; Savannah Farr 1R; Stork 2P,
3R, 2A; Olson 20P, 10R, 1S, 3B.

The Panthers took the champi-
onship in a holiday tournament at
Norwood-Young America, defeat-
ing  Lake  Crystal-Wellcome
Memorial 77-38 and Minnesota
Valley Lutheran 83-37

“Our girls had two great games,”
said Peterson. “They moved the ball
well on offense, making the extra
pass to find their open teammates.
Defensively, they caused havoc and
effectively anticipated the next
play.”

Individually against LCWM:
Schlaak 7P, 4R; E.Boerner 1R, 2S;
Q.VanMaldeghem 25P, 3R, 1A,
14S, 3B; I.Boerner 10P, 4R, 1A, 1S;
Buendorf 1S; C.VanMaldeghem
23P,9R, 4A, 5S; Farr 1R; Stork 2R,
Olson 12P, 7R, 1A, 1S; Alex Estrada
1S.

Camryn VanMaldeghem had the

PLENTY OF POINTS — Above, the Panthers’ Kylie Olson scores two of her 20 points as the
NRHEG girls’ basketball team defeated Kenyon-Wanamingo 76-43 in New Richland last Friday.
Below, Camryn VanMaldeghem drives for two of her game-high 21 points.

Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens

hot hand against MVL, totaling 32
points while going 8-for-11 on
three-pointers. She added 7R, 2A,
5S, 1B.

Others: Schlaak 6P, 7R, 1A, 1S;
E.Boerner 4P, 5R, 3S;
Q.VanMaldeghem 19P, 10R, 6A,
5S, 3B; I.Boerner 2P, 3A, 1S;
Kenley Gehrke 1S; Farr 3P, Stork
2R, 2A, 28S; Estrada 1S.

The Panthers, 2-0 in the Gopher
Conference West and 7-4 overall,
host Hayfield Friday in a boy-girl
doubleheader and play Jan. 14 at
JWP in another doubleheader.

Gopher Conference West
W-L  Overall
NRHEG 20 74
JWP 1-0 92
WEM 1-0 7-5
United South Central  0-2 5-6
Medford 0-2 09

Flyers fall
to MN River

The South Central Flyers
started the game in grand fash-
ion against Minnesota River at
LeSueur last Friday.

Unfortunately, it did not con-
tinue as Big South co-leader
Minnesota River scored four
unanswered goals to defeat
South Central 4-1.

Mckenna Mortenson scored
the Flyers’ lone goal in the first
period, unassisted.

Minnesota River went on to
outshoot the Flyers 51-8 on the
day.

Ilamay Draheim was in goal
for Waseca.

The Flyers fell to 2-7-0 in
conference play and 6-10 over-
all while Minnesota River
improved to 7-0-1 and 13-2-1.

After playing at Mankato
West Tuesday, the Flyers are at
Worthington Saturday for a 1
p.m. contest. They have a home
game Jan. 14 against New Ulm
and play Jan. 16 at Austin.

Big South Standings

WLT PTS Ov.
Marshall 7-0-1 13 16-1-1
MN River 7-0-1 12 13-2-1
Luverne 6-2-0 12 11-5-2
Fairmont 5-3-0 10 9-6-1
So.Central 2-7-0 4 6-10-0
New Ulm 1-4-0 2 6-9-1
Worthington 1-5-0 2 3-8-0
Windom 0-8-0 0 4-12-0

NRHEG
boys keep
it close

at Kenyon

The NRHEG Panthers went to
Kenyon last Friday looking for
their first win of the season.

They almost got it.

The Panthers jumped on top
6-0 early and led 62-60 late
before eventually falling 71-66
in a Gopher Conference boys’
basketball matchup.

Owen Wayne scored the first
points for the Panthers on a
three-pointer and an old-fash-
ioned three-point play. The
home team responded and led
36-24 at halftime.

The Panthers staged a furious
second-half rally, taking a three-
point lead with about five min-
utes to play.

Then Kenyon-Wanamingo
made three three-pointers to put
it away.

“I can't say enough how proud
I am of the way the guys battled
back in the second half,” said
NRHEG coach Dan Schmidt.
“Before Christmas, we may
have folded in that situation. But
we never got down on ourselves.
We moved the ball better than
we have all season and got our-
selves some really good looks at
the basket. We shot better from
the floor than we have because
of that.”

Hudson Chrz had an huge
night for the Panthers, totaling
31 points. Wayne scored 17.

“We got some key contribu-
tions off the bench as well,” said
Schmidt.

And the Panthers won some
little battles that they have not
previously this year, limiting
KW to 6 points in transition.
NRHEG scored 23 points off 18
turnovers, while limiting KW to
14 off of 18 turnovers.

“They pressed us a good
amount of the game, and we
handled it extremely well,” said
Schmidt. “Hopefully, we under-
stand now why limiting our
open-court turnovers is so huge.
If we can continue to do these
little things, we can continue to
hang around and be competitive
in games.”

Individual totals: Hanna 5P,
4R, 3A, 1S; Greyson Schaefer
2P, 2R; Wayne 17P, 2R, 3A, 3S;
Brendan Schmidt 3P, 6R, 3A,
3S, 2 blocked shots; Jewison 4P,
5R, 1B; Dom Olson 3R; Chrz
31P,5R, 1A, 1S; Gavin Lewison
2P, 1R, 1A; Jase Knudson 2P,
1R, 2A, 2S; Brouwers 3R.

The Panthers, 0-1 in the
Gopher Conference West and O-
8 overall host Hayfield at 6 p.m.
Friday in a boy-girl doublehead-
er.
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Grizzlies take
team title Iin
NY-A tourney

Richards, Kuball win championships

The WEM/JWP High School
wrestling team captured the cham-
pionship in last Saturday’s Central
Raider Invitational at Norwood-
Young America High School.

The Grizzlies finished with
147.5 points, followed by
Paynesville Area with 138.5,
Norwood-Young America 129,
Mound-Westonka 124.5, Glencoe-
Silver Lake/Lester Prairie 124,
Waseca 110.5, Oglivie 72, St.
Clair/Mankato Loyola 61.5,
Sibley East 39.5, Faribault 30.5,
Robbinsdale Armstrong 27 and
New Century Academy 0.

The Grizzlies had two wrestlers
with a championship day, Trey
Richards at 121 pounds and
Keegan Kuball at 285.

Reaching the finals and finish-
ing second were Carson Petry at
127 and Brady Murphy at 139.
Brendan Masso took third at 114,
Avery Fall thiurd at 189.

Finishing fourth were Zach
Quast, 145, and Maddox Moreno,
172. Fifth place went to Reed
Sammon, 145, and Lucas
Morsching, 152.

Also wrestling but not placing
were Charles Adams, 152; Tarek
Tolzman, 160; Luke Cahill, 172;
and Kavan Sheehy, 215.

The Grizzlies wrestle tonight at
5 p.m. at Kenyon-Wanamingo. On
Saturday, Jan. 17, the WEM/JWP
girls are at the St. Croix Lutheran
Invitational at 5 p.m. while the
boys host Maple River and USC at
7.

Individidual results at Norwood:

114: Brenden Masso (WEM-JWP) -
3rd

Varsity - Round 1 - Deacon Ramthun
(Mound-Westonka) over Brenden Masso
(WEM-JWP) (Fall 1:56)

Varsity - Round 3 - Brenden Masso
(WEM-JWP) over Albino Almanza (Saint
Clair-Mankato Loyola) (Fall 5:31)

Varsity - Round 4 - Jamison Meagher
(Paynesville Area) over Brenden Masso
(WEM-JWP) (Fall 1:29)

Varsity - Round 5 - Brenden Masso
(WEM-JWP) over Cody Bratz (Central
Public Schools) (Fall 2:35)

121: Trey Richards (WEM-JWP) -
st
Varsity - Round 1 - Trey Richards
(WEM-JWP) over Dreyden Voigt
(Glencoe - Lester Prairie) (TF 18-0 3:38)
Varsity - Round 2 - Trey Richards
(WEM-JWP) over Chase Flicek
(Faribault) (Fall 2:25)
Varsity - Round 3 - Trey Richards
(WEM-JWP) over Judd Pauly (Central
Public Schools) (Fall 4:17)

127: Carson Petry (WEM-JWP) -
2nd

Varsity - Champ. Round 1 - Carson
Petry (WEM-JWP) received a bye

Varsity - Quarterfinals - Carson Petry
(WEM-JWP) over Wyatt Guennigsmann
(Glencoe - Lester Prairie) (Fall 0:41)

Varsity - Semifinals - Carson Petry
(WEM-JWP) over Julio Alejandro (Sibley
East) (Dec 5-2)

Varsity - 1st Place Match - Roman
Roberg (Paynesville Area) over Carson
Petry (WEM-JWP) (For.)

133: Carson James (WEM-JWP) -
S5th

Varsity - Champ. Round 1 - Carson
James (WEM-JWP) over Odin Kehn
(Robbinsdale Armstrong) (TF 17-0 4:38)

Varsity - Quarterfinals - Parker Honl
(Central Public Schools) over Carson
James (WEM-JWP) (Fall 3:56)

Varsity - Cons. Round 2 - Carson James
(WEM-JWP) received a bye

Varsity - Cons. Round 3 - Carson James
(WEM-JWP) over Lucas Fradette
(Ogilvie) (Dec 6-0)

Varsity - Cons. Semis - Jacob Knutson
(Waseca) over Carson James (WEM-JWP)
(MD 8-0)

Varsity - 5th Place Match - Carson
James (WEM-JWP) over Brock Neubarth
(Central Public Schools) (MD 11-3)

139: Brady Murphy (WEM-JWP) -

2nd

Varsity - Champ. Round 1 - Brady
Murphy (WEM-JWP) received a bye

Varsity - Quarterfinals - Brady Murphy
(WEM-JWP) over Isaac Mergen
(Paynesville Area) (Fall 2:41)

Varsity - Semifinals - Brady Murphy
(WEM-JWP) over Deven Parpart (Waseca)
(MD 16-6)

Varsity - Ist Place Match - Brody
Ruschmeier (Glencoe - Lester Prairie) over
Brady Murphy (WEM-JWP) (Dec 7-5)

145: Zach Quast (WEM-JWP) - 4th

Varsity - Round 1 - Nick Ojeda (Central
Public Schools) over Zach Quast (WEM-
JWP) (MD 12-2)

Varsity - Round 2 - Cole Munsterteiger
(Mound-Westonka) over Zach  Quast
(WEM-JWP) (Fall 1:27)

Varsity - Round 3 - Deegan Birkaker
(Ogilvie) over Zach Quast (WEM-JWP)
(TF 17-2 2:46)

Varsity - Round 5 - Zach Quast (WEM-
JWP) over Reed Sammon (WEM-JWP)
(For.)

145: Reed Sammon (WEM-JWP) -
5th

Varsity - Round 1 - Cole Munsterteiger
(Mound-Westonka) over Reed Sammon
(WEM-JWP) (Fall 1:05)

Varsity - Round 3 - Nick Ojeda (Central
Public Schools) over Reed Sammon
(WEM-JWP) (Fall 5:49)

Varsity - Round 4 - Deegan Birkaker
(Ogilvie) over Reed Sammon (WEM-
JWP) (Fall 1:40)

Varsity - Round 5 - Zach Quast (WEM-
JWP) over Reed Sammon (WEM-JWP)
(For.)

152: Charles Adams (WEM-JWP) -
DNP

Varsity - Champ. Round 1 - Charles
Adams (WEM-JWP) received a bye

Varsity - Quarterfinals - Kaden Felde
(Ogilvie) over Charles Adams (WEM-
JWP) (Fall 0:58)

Varsity - Cons. Round 2 - James Stenzel
(Saint Clair-Mankato Loyola) over Charles
Adams (WEM-JWP) (MD 17-4)

152: Lucas Morsching (WEM-JWP)
- 5th

Varsity - Champ. Round 1 - Lucas
Morsching (WEM-JWP) received a bye

Varsity - Quarterfinals - Ryan Neubarth
(Central Public Schools) over Lucas
Morsching (WEM-JWP) (Dec 3-0)

Varsity - Cons. Round 2 - Lucas
Morsching (WEM-JWP) received a bye

Varsity - Cons. Round 3 - Lucas
Morsching (WEM-JWP) over Sam Selthun
(Waseca) (MD 10-2)

Varsity - Cons. Semis - Kaden Felde
(Ogilvie) over Lucas Morsching (WEM-
JWP) (Fall 4:24)

Varsity - 5th Place Match - Lucas
Morsching (WEM-JWP) over Mason
Merritt (Mound-Westonka) (Fall 4:34)

160: Tarek Tolzman (WEM-JWP) -
DNP

Varsity - Champ. Round 1 - Ian Sommer
(Robbinsdale Armstrong) over Tarek
Tolzman (WEM-JWP) (Fall 1:53)

Varsity - Cons. Round 1 - Tarek
Tolzman (WEM-JWP) received a bye

Varsity - Cons. Round 2 - Henry Cronin
(Robbinsdale Armstrong) over Tarek
Tolzman (WEM-JWP) (Fall 1:38)

172: Luke Cahill (WEM-JWP) -
DNP
Varsity - Champ. Round 1 - Daniel Flint
(Paynesville Area) over Luke Cahill
(WEM-JWP) (Dec 6-0)
Varsity - Cons. Round 1 - Luke Cahill
(WEM-JWP) received a bye
Varsity - Cons. Round 2 - Maddox
Moreno (WEM-JWP) over Luke Cahill
(WEM-JWP) (Dec 5-0)

172: Maddox Moreno (WEM-JWP) -

4th

Varsity - Champ. Round 1 - Maddox
Moreno (WEM-JWP) received a bye

Varsity - Quarterfinals - Jackson
Wischnack (Glencoe - Lester Prairie) over
Maddox Moreno (WEM-JWP) (Fall 1:43)

Varsity - Cons. Round 2 - Maddox
Moreno (WEM-JWP) over Luke Cabhill
(WEM-JWP) (Dec 5-0)

Varsity - Cons. Round 3 - Maddox
Moreno  (WEM-JWP) over Jack
Kloempken (Central Public Schools) (Fall
4:27)

Varsity - Cons. Semis - Maddox
Moreno (WEM-JWP) over Devin
Hufstedler (Ogilvie) (MD 14-4)

Varsity - 3rd Place Match - Jackson
Wischnack (Glencoe - Lester Prairie) over
Maddox Moreno (WEM-JWP) (Fall 1:45)

189: Avery Fall (WEM-JWP) - 3rd

Varsity - Quarterfinals - Avery Oseth
(Robbinsdale Armstrong) over Avery Fall
(WEM-JWP) (Dec 2-0)

Varsity - Cons. Round 1 - Avery Fall
(WEM-JWP) over Preston Sprengeler
(Central Public Schools) (TF 15-0 1:59)

Varsity - Cons. Semis - Avery Fall
(WEM-JWP) over Lucas Vaughan (Saint
Clair-Mankato Loyola) (Inj. [time])

Varsity - 3rd Place Match - Avery Fall
(WEM-JWP) over Lucas Selthun (Waseca)
(Dec 10-8)

189: Trenton Huber (WEM-JWP) -
DNP

Varsity - Quarterfinals - Peyton
Hemmesch (Paynesville Area) over
Trenton Huber (WEM-JWP) (Fall 1:26)

Varsity - Cons. Round 1 - Lucas Selthun
(Waseca) over Trenton Huber (WEM-
JWP) (TF 16-1 2:39)

215: Kavan Sheehy (WEM-JWP) -
DNP

Varsity - Champ. Round 1 - Kavan
Sheehy (WEM-JWP) received a bye

Varsity - Quarterfinals - Austin
Symanitz (Central Public Schools) over
Kavan Sheehy (WEM-JWP) (Dec 12-10)

Varsity - Cons. Round 2 - Kavan
Sheehy (WEM-JWP) received a bye

Varsity - Cons. Round 3 - Cooper
Garlow (Saint Clair-Mankato Loyola) over
Kavan Sheehy (WEM-JWP) (MD 17-9)

285: Keegan Kuball (WEM-JWP) -
1st

Varsity - Champ. Round 1 - Keegan
Kuball (WEM-JWP) received a bye

Varsity - Quarterfinals - Keegan Kuball
(WEM-JWP) over Axel Cardenas (Sibley
East) (Fall 1:18)

Varsity - Semifinals - Keegan Kuball
(WEM-JWP) over Phillip Pisarchuk
(Mound-Westonka) (Fall 2:48)

Varsity - 1st Place Match - Keegan
Kuball (WEM-JWP) over Carter Storms
(Central Public Schools) (Fall 1:26)

EASY WIN - The Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton High School boys’ basketball team defeated Bethlehem Academy 73-43 at
Faribault last Friday. Above left, Caleb Quast brings the ball up the court. Right, Parker Geariety goes up for a basket. Below left,

Gavin Bauer.

Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens

Bulldogs win handlly at BA

There was a time when
Bethlehem Academy was one of the
toughest places to play for visiting
basketball teams.

Last Friday was not one of those
nights.

The Janesville-Waldorf-
Pemberton boys led from start to
finish while dismantling BA 73-43
at Faribault. The Bulldogs improved
their record to 6-3 for the season.

Daulton Bauer had a big night for
JWP, totaling 27 points, four assists

and eight steals. His brother Gavin
finished with 10 points, three
rebounds, two assists and two
blocked shots.

Others: Parker Geariety 2P, 2A;
Landon Johnson 5P, 7R, 1A, 1S;
Caleb Quast 8P, 4R, 3A, 1S; Jaxon
Wolf 3P, 1A; Seth Dahlberg 1A;
Tyson Kronbach 2R; Jeffrey
Simonson 5P, 4R, 1B; Isaiah Berndt
4P, 7R; Gavin Weedman 5P, 1R;
Jaxon Miller 1S; Ethan Born 3R,
1A.

Caden Dokkestul led the
Cardinals with 16 points.

The Bulldogs shot 46.2 percent
from the floor, making 21 of 36 two-
pointers and nine of 29 threes, com-
pared to 32.7 percent, 12-for-27 and
4-for-22 for BA.

The Bulldogs scored 25 points in
transition and 26 off turnovers,
outscoring the Cardinals 38-16 in
the paint. JWP held a 38-35 edge on
the boards and committed eight
turnovers while BA totaled 20.

The Bulldogs host Triton tonight
at 7:15 and face NRHEG at 5:45
Jan. 14 in the first game of a boy-
girl doublheader at Janesville.

Gopher Conference West
W-L  Ov.
United South Central 1-0 2-7
JwWP 0-0 6-3
WEM 0-0 4-4
Medford 0-0 0-5
NRHEG 0-1 0-8

A purple legend

Former Minnesota Vikings legend Chuck Foreman made an appearance at The Mill in Waseca Sunday night for a watch party of
the Vikings’ big game at Detroit. He shook hands with several people and signhed autographs during the course of the evening.
Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Get Boost Infinite
1-855-849-6621

Got news?
507-837-6767

To Whom It May Concern: Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Waseca will
meet at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, January 21, 2025, to consider Municipal Project No. 2025-01 — 2"
Street NW Reconstruction, a street and utility improvement project in the following location:

INFINITELY BETTER WIRELESS!

Johnson 2" Street NW from Elm Avenue West to 7t" Avenue NW
APARTMENTS T e total estimated { the project is $5,842.370 o of which | dto b
wdthoclinkiad wi et foe e total estimated cost of the project is , , , a portion o ch is proposed to be
507—456—951 4 » iPhone 15 included with no trade-in needed to get started ! p J I p ! wh ! p p

assessed to adjacent properties. A reasonable estimate of the impact of the assessments will
be available at the hearing. Such persons that wish to speak in reference to the merits of the
proposed project will be heard at the meeting. Questions may be directed to the City Engineer,
Nathan Willey, at 507-835-9716.

# Unlimited Talk, Text and Data
¥ Free upgrade to the latest iPhone EVERY YEAR.

Operating in
Waseca, Steele,

Freeborn Published in the Waseca County Pioneer on January 2 and 9, 2025
Counties ALTON TOWNSHIP
: FILING NOTICE
IOhnsonrents'com ELECTION MARCH 11, 2025

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

TO ELECT:
To Whom It May Concern: Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Waseca will

meet at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, January 21, 2025, to consider Municipal Project No. 2025-02 — 4t"
Street SW (CSAH 4) Rehabilitation, a street improvement project in the following location:

SUMMIT
ON SECOND

1-SUPERVISOR - TERM OF THREE YEARS

1-TREASURER - TERM OF TWO YEARS

APARTMENTS

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL
507-201-3474

4th Street SW (CSAH 4) from 5" Avenue SW to Johnson Avenue

The total estimated cost of the project is $485,469, a portion of which is proposed to be
assessed to adjacent properties. A reasonable estimate of the impact of the assessments will
be available at the hearing. Such persons that wish to speak in reference to the merits of the
proposed project will be heard at the meeting. Questions may be directed to the City Engineer,
Nathan Willey, at 507-835-9716.

Published in the Waseca County Pioneer on January 2 and 9, 2025

Filings open January 2, 2025 and closes at 5:00pm on January 16, 2025.
Those wishing to file must do so with:

We are accepting

applications for: Deb Westphal, Clerk
1711 370" Ave

1 bedroom apartments Janesville MN 56048

Income guidelines apply 507-461-3245

Vouchers accepted
PUBLIC NOTICE

Filing must be done prior 5:00pm on January 16, 2025 with the $2.00 filing fee.
A copy of this notice will be posted in the office of the clerk.

2 bedroom & 3 bedroom

Rent based on income The U.S. Department of Commerce, Economic Development Administration (EDA) is

considering a request for Federal assistance from Waseca County to construct a workforce
development center in Waseca, MN for the purpose of promoting economic growth in the
community by connecting job seekers with employers, providing resources for pre-employment
training, and supporting individual career advancement.  Pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as
amended, EDA is conducting an environmental assessment (EA) of the proposed project.

Deb Westphal, Clerk

Professionally managed by: | A
Alton Township

% BRUTGER

EQUITIES, INC.

SWEET SOMMERS VFW POST 1642
JANUARY 2025

The proposed project includes remodeling the basement of the Waseca County Community
Services Building, dividing the space into three classrooms, a larger meeting space, bathrooms,
a break room, and an administration area. In addition to the remodel, a small (528 sq. ft.) above-
ground addition will be constructed to provide the working space for a computer numerical

| NEW YEAR’S | 2 7pm HALL 3 MEAT Raffe 4 control (CNC) machine. The project will be located at 1000 Elm Avenue West, Waseca, MN
DAY BINGO : . . . . . . . .
Horse racing 6:30pm 56093. The purpose of the project is to assist residents with career planning, skills
5 6 7 Burger nite 5- | 8 pm o 7pm HALL | [0 MEAT Rae 11 development, and job search strategies. Project information is available for review at Waseca
Tpm BAR Bingo BINGO : - .
P e Horse racing 6:30pm County Economic Development Authority, 300 North State Street, Waseca, MN 56093, phone
12 ALL YOU can 14 Burger nite 5- | /5 pm 16 7pm HALL 17 WALLEYE or 18 .
EAT Breakfast VFW i SHRIMP DINNER number: (507) 835-0538.
8:003[:12‘1]{?011 7pm BAR Bingo BINGO M 5:30 to 7pm YOUR ( )
Your Host St. Strom begain
Eanl Lutheran 1991 If you have any information regarding potential environmental impacts associated with
1 27 Burger nite 5~ | 22 pm 23 Tpm HALL | 2 MEAT Rat 35 Mash Bureer this proposed project, please provide it in writing to:
7pm BAR Bingo BINGO H.orse racing 6:30pm M
Gun Bing 7 pm Kyle Darton
Environmental Protection Specialist
26 ALL YOU 3 i - 31 MEAT Raffl
EAT Breakfust VEW 7 V‘e(t:ﬂ T eS| ingo DI HALL ] Ly AT Reie U.S. Department of Commerce
8:00am —Noon | Yvar & ease Horse racing : s :
Your Host Relav | Fire (1973) e Ecgnomlc Deyelopment Administration
for life —bma Campaign Chicago Regional Office
Ended (1990 KDarton@eda.gov
HOURS OF OPERATION

A copy of the NEPA/NHPA decisional document will be available upon request at the above
EDA Regional Office.

SUN.— MON. CLOSED

TUE.— WED.-3pm to 11pm Tue. Is Lady’s nite 2 for one-Men Busch light $2.50 from 4 to 6pm.
THUR.—1pm to 11pm

FRI.— SAT.-11am to 1 am . . . .
POST & AUX MEETING 7pm club open 6pm MEMBERS only. Mn. Gambling license number 00385 Comments received in the EDA Reglonal Office by 5:00 pm on January 17,2025 that will be

considered.

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

P I I Your Trusted Waseca MUS'C D N\Y Rick’s Appliance
GUARDIAN ENERGY ](BOHCiile];?\ot C S) M P A N Y- J ricksappliancewaseca.com
& B Over 50 YOUR LOCAL MUSIC STUR[ Daniel J. Sales & Service
Years Band Instruments - Repairs | || Johnson 507-461-9615
AMERICAN MADE || PATTON,HOVERSTEN || (uitans + (D, DUD, & Vinyl ACCOUNTING —
FARMER OWNED S BERG, Ik (507) 835-3790 | | v Whirlgoof
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 507-835-2980 e wasecafloral.com BIRTANA
www.guardiannrg.com Www.phblawofﬁce.com 111 South State Street rickmorris982@gmail.com-

WASECA COUNTY

13 NORTH

ExPRESS || W/ E2{eiNioioiy | PRINTING DEnnis A\
LUBE 7z 7295 | INEWS FOR LOCALS STEFFEL

Y e || 8 o) > T Y e wigtie S 4
VALVOLINE SUBSCR,BE TODAV, Gl L & Design § Make it! EXTERIURS CREMATION SERVICE

109 3RD STREET NE

Barb & Mark Buker WASECA. MN 56003

100 S. STATE ST - WASECA MN
PHONE: (507) 835-7565
INFO@PPRINTWASECA.COM

Great Home Cooking

1201 North State St.
Waseca, MN 56093

507-833-7667

715 S State St, Waseca, MN

(507) 835-8615

Check out our
Eco-friendly,
artful, Paper
& Bamboo or
Walnut cases

GREGWILMESROOFING.NET

(607) 837-6767
(507) 202-7070

NEWS@WASECACOUNTYPIONEER.COM

JOHNSON
APARTMENTS

907-456-9514

BATTENFELD
LAWN CARE

« SINCE 1942+

SWEET - SOMMERS

for the iPh VFW POST 1642 Catering ¢ Full Breakfast Menu
IFNONe, Daily Lunch Specials
321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN Handmade in 113 E Elm Ave ZAGH EATTENEELD OFERATING I
Waseca. MIN! 104 State Street WASECA, STEELE,
Call Us!_ (507) 335-461 0 Fapprys it Waseca, MN 56093 Waseca MN & FREEBORN COUNTIES
teschservice@mediacombb.net | (507) 835-1811 835-1259 JOHNSONRENTS.COM

twigcase.com
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WISHING YOU A HAPPY
& HEALTHY NEW YEAR!

thrivent

DIANE BECGKMANN

LUTCF, FICF, FIC
Financial Associate
201 2nd St NE,
Waseca, MN 56093
(507) 835-9899

R S

HAPPY NEW YEAR

ESTABLISHED 1988

WASECA GLASS

WASECA, MIN

AUTO - COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL STOREFRONT

507-835-2590

1200 South State Street, Waseca MN 56093
U AY - B AW

Happy New Year!

Steele-Waseca
Cooperative Electric

Your Touchstone Energy” Cooperative R

o

CELEBRATING 89 YEARS

2411 West Bridge Street
Owatonna MN 55060

507-451-7340
800-526-3514

K info@swce.coop ® swce.coop J

®Wealth 22
Your Dreams Become Our Goals {04

Planning « Investments « Insurance

Wishing you a Prosperous New Year!

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice
offered through iWealth Financial, LLC, a Registered Investment Advisor. iWealth
Financial, LLC and iWealth are separate entities from LPL Financial.

e il

BEST WISHES IN

v NAPPY %
Apparel! 2025!

Barb & Mark Buker

100 S. STATE ST - WASECA MN
PHONE: (507) 835-7565
INFO@QPPRINTWASECA.COM

TSN Waseca, MN 56093

the&ASON

Auto Value - Waseca

BEST OF LUCK
IN THE NEW YEAR!

Service
321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN

Call Us! (507) 835-4610

teschservice@mediacombb.net

SUBSCRIBE

WASECA'S ONLY LOCALLY
OWNED & OPERATED
NEWSPAPER!

L INWASECA COUNTY
$69......... INSTATE OF MINNESOTA
YL OUTSIDE STATE
111 WEST ELM AVE, WASECA, MN
(507) 837-6767

NEWS@WASECACOUNTYPIONEER.COM

M Parts Stores i

707 South State Street « :

EdinaRealty.

ot

l" W2 ;ECAI.

810 State St N / 507-835-3790
. wasecafloralcom

715 S State St,
Waseca, MN

(507) 835-8615

Sat-Sun.......... Closed
M-F.......... 8 AM-5 PM

Ali and Willy Malecha are excited to continue
to bring you the excellent service you have
come to expect at Dave’s Body Shop!

Serving)\Wasecalandjthelsurrounding
areasiforimoreithan30jyears!
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Letme'helpyou
have a wonderful
New Year with a
cozy place to call
your own!

a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate

REALTOR

507-371-7064
jodiethompson@edinarealty.com
jodiethompson.edinarealty.com
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