
God thunders 
wondrously with his 
voice; he does great 
things that we can-
not comprehend. 

Job 37:5

A word from 
The Word
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It’s time again for the annual 
Waseca Sleigh and Cutter Iden-
tify Frosty event. This year’s 
event is the 27th installment of 
the annual contest. 

Who is Frosty? 
Identify FROSTY and win 

some cash! Prize money totaling 
$1,500.00 is waiting to be won. 
FROSTY is a Waseca County 
resident chosen to be an ambas-
sador for the Waseca Sleigh & 
Cutter Festival. Follow the clues 
and guess FROSTY’S name. 

Grand prize is $300.00. If you 
are at the official unmasking at 
the Star Fire Event Center at 
8:30 p.m., on Friday, February 
21, 2025, you will win an ad-
ditional $50.00. First correct 
guess from Janesville, New 
Richland and Waseca wins 

Identify  
Frosty  
for share 
of $1,500

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

Josh Hicks sees two wrongs he would like to 
work toward making right. 

One is that military veterans have trouble fitting 
back into society after their service. For any 
number of tragic reasons, an average of 22 of them 
die by suicide each day in the United States. 

The other is that perfectly usable–and some-
times even highly sought-after–clothing ends up 
being discarded. 

Hicks, 49, is a Rapidan area resident, an electri-
cian, and, with his wife Trisha, a parent with one 
child as young as 3.  

He also continues to experience aftereffects 
from a traumatic brain injury he suffered while a 
member of the infantry in the marines from 1995 
to 1999. Typical treatments offered by the vet-
erans’ administration, he says, “push” the use of 
painkillers and other substances which, he be-
lieves, “mess with your head.” 

Hicks believes he has a simpler, more natural 
solution for much of the alienation veterans often 
feel: the company of other veterans. He says he 
came across this solution quite naturally when he 
has happened across other veterans in his day-to-
day interactions. 

“I find out they were in the service, and I feel 
this huge sense of relief,” he says energetically. 
“Here, with this person. I can be myself.” 

By way of explanation, Hicks says “Being in the 
military changes who you are. The way you see 

Rapidan area resident Josh Hicks is working to keep reusable fabric and clothing out 
of landfills while using any proceeds to help veterans. The name of his Facebook page, 
"22NoMore," refers to his goal of shrinking the number of veterans who die by suicide 
each day. He is pictured here next to the clothing bin at the Waseca County Recycling 
Center.                                                               Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

Daddy Daughter 
Dance at the Central 
Building Friday, Feb. 7 

The central building in 
Waseca is hosting a Daddy 
Daughter Dance from 6:30 to 8 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 7. Cost is $22, 
additional daughters are $12, 
enter door #15. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult. 

————————————
St. Olaf Lake Ice  
Fishing Contest 2 to 
3:30 p.m. Feb. 8 

The New Richland Sports-
men’s Club St. Olaf Lake ice 
fishing contest will be from 2 to 
3:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 8 on St. 
Olaf Lake, east of New Rich-
land. Holes will be drilled in ad-
vance; fish houses are allowed. 
Food will be available for sale, 
and prizes will be offered in var-
ious categories. 

———————————— 
Rotary Pickleball 
Classic Tournament at 
The Mill Sat., Feb. 8 

The Waseca Rotary Club will 
be putting on a Pickleball Clas-
sic Tournament on Saturday, 
Feb. 8 at The Mill. 8:30 - 9:15 
a.m. signup. Gameplay from 
9:15 a.m. till 5 p.m. Ages 16 and 
up. $100 entry fee, 2 person 
teams, double elimination with 
25 minute games. Waseca Area 
Foundation. 

———————————— 
Mini Book Birdhouse 
building at Waldorf 
Public Library  
Tuesday, Feb. 11 

Create an adorable mini book-
ish birdhouse at Waldorf Public 
Library at 3 p.m. on Tuesday, 
February 11th. This event is 
geared for ages 8-12. 

———————————— 
Lego Club at  
Janesville Library 
Tuesday, Feb. 11 

Kids ages 7-12 are invited to a 
creative Lego-building club at 
Janesville’s Public Library at 
3:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 11. 
Enjoy the magic of Legos by 
ditching the instruction manual 
and building their own creations.  

Headed for State March 2 through 4

On January 10, 2025, Waseca High School sent 31 students to participate in a District Distributive 
Education Clubs of America (DECA) Competition in Owatonna. Of the participants, 22 are moving 
on to the state competition from March 2 to 4 in Minneapolis. The top finishers from Waseca in-
clude: Lexi Kanewischer, First in Advanced Interview; Cash Lynch, First in Employment Interview; 
Jolee Larson, second in Hospitality and Tourism Professional Selling. The table at left includes all 
the students moving on to state competition. 

DECA is an international organization that prepares emerging leaders and entrepreneurs in mar-
keting, finance, hospitality, and management. Its competitions are designed to provide high school 
and college students with hands-on experiences that develop their leadership, problem-solving, 
and business skills. Participants compete in various events, including role plays, case studies, 
and prepared presentations, often simulating real-world scenarios in business and entrepreneur-
ship. These competitions challenge students to think critically, communicate effectively, and dem-
onstrate their expertise in specific career clusters.

Maybe two “wrongs” 
can make a “right”

Fabric recycler 
Josh Hicks
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The Waseca County Pioneer and 
its writers took home 14 awards dur-
ing the Minnesota Newspaper Asso-
ciation’s (MNA) annual awards 
banquet January 30, 2025 at Marriott 
North in Brooklyn Park.  

In its second year of eligibility for 
consideration, the Pioneer earned 
two first- and three second-place 
plaques. The two firsts, came in the 
General Reporting and Sports Re-

porting categories. Three second-
place finishes came in the coveted 
General Excellence category; Clas-
sified Advertising and Editorial Page 
as a Whole. Last year the Pioneer 
finished second in General Excel-
lence and General Reporting; third in 
Sports Reporting and did not place in 
Classified Advertising or Editorial 
Page.  

Judges’ comments included, 

“Some really good photography and 
engaging writing,” 

And, “One of the most elegant and 
classy design layouts I've seen for a 
classified section.” 

Finally, “The Pioneer’s clean, 
crisp page design earned its place.”  

Newspapers from across the state 
submitted entries for consideration in 

Pioneer writers, newspaper garner  
14 awards during annual banquet
First in General Reporting, Sports Reporting; second in General Excellence

Pioneer Publisher Eli Lutgens, Sports Editor Jim Lutgens, 
News Editor Deb Bently together at the annual Minnesota News-
paper Association awards banquet January 30, 2025. 

Photo by Johnnie Phillips
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I’ve had quite a few good conver-
sations this week, and as someone 
who enjoys thinking about things 
and analyzing them, please, let me 
share my thoughts on some topics.  

My first notable conversation was 
with Eli. 

I asked to talk with Eli to discuss 
my after-graduation plans, as I have 
been fortunate enough to work at 
theWaseca County Pioneer for four 
years now. I have been an intern and 
reporter during the summer, and 
have taken care of behind-the-scenes 
tasks the rest of the year. I would like 
at least part of that to continue, wha-
tever my future endeavors happen to 
be. Thankfully, Eli assured me that I 
could help out virtually and work 
from anywhere, which is really nice.  

But then we started talking more 
about futures and living life, which 
seems to be the theme of many of my 
conversations lately. But that’s log-
ical I guess, given that I and all my 
friends will be graduating college in 
three months.  

Eli and I talked about my hopes 
and dreams, what I could possibly 
do, what my dream job would be 
versus what I’m willing to take. It 
was also helpful to hear how Eli got 
to where he is now and what he’s 
learned along the way; I gladly took 
the wisdom he gave me.  

“It’s important to have goals, but 
not put strict boundaries on them,” 
he told me. 

Which is good, because that’s ex-
actly where I’m at. Yeah, I’d like a 
great job doing what I think would 
be fun, but I’m also open for wha-
tever life decides to throw at me. And 
that’s okay.  

Another conversation that stuck 
with me this week was one I had in 
class, talking about artificial intelli-
gence. We had read a New York 
Times article talking about a guy 
who had spent two hours chatting 
with the Bing AI bot and what he had 
learned from it. Basically, the article 
was about how this reporter had 
pushed boundaries with this AI and 
asked some more intimate questions, 
asking what it would do or how it 
would think or feel if it was sentient 
or not held back by the rules and 
guidelines Bing had set on the AI 
bot.  

The interesting part, though, was 
the fact that after a while, the bot 
turned into what the reporter de-
scribed as a “moody teenager,” beg-
ging the reporter to leave his wife 

because the bot loved him and knew 
he loved the bot. The AI even re-
sponded with plentiful emojis.  

So in class we talked about AI, the 
impact, why it responds the way it 
does, why people fear it will be sen-
tient.  

A Google engineer was fired for 
claiming AI had become sentient. A 
lot of people in society who use so-
cial media or listen to misinfor-
mation are scared that it will become 
cognizant. I will admit, after reading 
that NYT article, I, too, began to fear 
the unknown powers of AI.  

But in class we talked about how, 
despite this fear, people don’t under-
stand that AI is really just one thing: 
a mirror.  

AI is not sentient and never will 
be. It has just become knowledgeable 
at analyzing our thoughts and words 
and responding the same way, think-
ing it is how we want it to respond. 
In October, a 14-year-old boy killed 
himself after chatting with an AI 
chatbot. The mom claimed it was due 

to chatting with the bot, where the 
boy had expressed thoughts of de-
pression and suicide.  

While there is obviously need for 
AI and chatbots to react better–and 
especially to provide more help to 
those expressing thoughts of suicide 
or death, it just proves that AI only 
knows how to mirror, reflect the 
thoughts.   

So while I know now that AI isn’t 
sentient, the knowledge that it is just 
reflecting whatever thoughts and 
feelings I express is unsettling to me. 
Thankfully, I avoid using it.  

On a lighter note, my roommate 
and I had a great conversation about 
relationships and how this time in 
our lives is when the second wave of 
people we know, our age, are getting 
engaged or married. The first wave 
is those who get engaged or married 
right after high school. Now we are 
reaching the end of college, where 
more people are getting engaged 
again. We like to talk about it as we 
hold the knowledge that it will be a 
long while for either of us. It’s just 
fun to update each other on our high 
school friends or people we know 
riding the high of this second wave. 
Congratulations to everyone in-
volved in those waves.  

My Determination: “I did it again. 
I said something helpful and went 
past it.” - Francine Smith, American 
Dad! 

‘Have goals, but not strict boundaries’ 

I have been told more than once 
not to refer to “soil” as “dirt.” 

I was happy to comply, and agreed 
fully with the sentiment that the 
ground we walk on is much more 
than mere dirt beneath our feet. 

Last week, I attended one day’s 
worth of the Soil Health Summit pre-
sented by the University of Minne-
sota Extension. I tried to be strategic 
about it, although the schedule made 
it evident I would only be scratching 
the surface of all there was to learn. 
First of all, four sessions were being 
offered at a time and I had to choose 
among them. Second, I lacked the 
technical understanding to follow ev-
erything that was being said. 

I can tell you  I came away from 
the gathering with a vastly increased 
respect for what it takes to be a 
farmer these days. It’s a tightrope 
walk every year, with a need to make 
plans before the ground thaws, and 
no way to know what will happen 
once the crops are in the ground. 

What I want to mention here, 
though, is the respect I came away 
with for our soil. 

I’ve been told before, and would 
have trouble forgetting, that there are 
more microbes in a teaspoon of soil 
than there are humans on planet 
earth.  Those microbes are what keep 
the soil vibrant. 

So in writing this column, I have 

played a small “word association” 
game inside my head. I am going to 
describe some of the images which 
come to mind when I hear the word 
“soil.” 

One is the prairie which used to 
cover much of Waseca County. 
Those tall grasses grew such thick 
roots that the first settlers who came 
hoping to break up that prairie could 
not use their traditional plows. 

I am told that, until John Deere 
came up with a stainless steel plow 
blade, all attempts to cut through 
those thick roots were futile. Native 
Americans, I understand, grew their 
crops in selected parts of the forests 
rather than out on the prairie. 

I am also informed that the indige-
nous Dakota would have trouble 
gathering for their powwows be-
cause of the height and thickness of 
the native plants. They developed a 
“grass dance,” performed by some of 
their most physically capable 

members, whose steps were de-
signed to flatten a wide area of stand-
ing grass and allow a group of people 
to gather. 

I once had a visitor from another 
state ask me, “Why is the ground so 
black here?”  The question took me 
completely by surprise. When I re-
sponded, “What color is your soil?” 
the answer was “reddish-brown.” 

Many of us take the rich heritage 
beneath our feet for granted, but that 
heritage has the capacity to feed the 
world. 

During the soil summit, trivia 
questions would appear on some 
screens located throughout the facil-
ity. One regarded earthworms.  Did 
you know a single worm can “eat” 
26 tons of soil in a year? Incredible. 

The members of one group, the 
Minnesota Soil Health Coalition 
(MSHC) had a rather dramatic dis-
play they titled “How to soil your 
undies.”  Fastened to a display board 

were four pairs of men’s underwear 
in various states of decay. 

Some information they shared was 
that the fabric of the skivvies could 
indicate the vibrancy of the microbes 
in various patches of ground. While 
I’m skipping over some detail, here, 
the experiment encourages folks to 
decide how many patches they wish 
to compare, acquire that many pairs 
of brand new, 100-percent-cotton un-
derwear, then bury them for two or 
three months in those various loca-
tions.  The less that remains of the 
fabric, the harder the microbes in the 
soil have been working–an indicator 
of soil “health.” 

The skivvies fastened to the dis-
play board were impressive in their 
variety: one pair still looked usable, 
the most “processed” ones were 
barely recognizable rags. They 
looked like they had been buried for 
decades rather than weeks.  

If you want to carry out this ex-
periment, full instructions are on the 
organization’s website, www.mnsoil-
health.org. 

One more point in my “word asso-
ciation” game. If the details about 
dirt…I mean “soil”...are so rich and 
complex, imagine how fascinating 
every element of nature must be. 
What a wondrous planet we inhabit. 
Aren’t we fortunate to be here? 

A vastly increased respect for farming

by Deb Bently

 In My Humble Opinion
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the world, the ways you connect with 
people–those will never be what they 
were before. 

“When I’m with someone else 
who was in the service, and espe-
cially with another marine, I can talk 
and act naturally without worrying 
I’m being judged.” 

Hicks believes the sense of alien-
ation and “apartness” veterans feel 
contributes heavily to the number of 
suicides. 

“They think they can’t fit in,” says 
Hicks. “I know from experience it’s 
a lonely feeling.” 

Thinking of the relief he feels in 
the company of other veterans, he 
believes an important way to help 
former servicemen find stability and 
comfort is simply to bring them to-
gether and allow them to share the 
uplifting camaraderie he’s experi-
enced. 

As an electrician who specializes 
in construction work, Hicks finds 
himself with spare time during the 
colder months of the year. A hobby 
he enjoys is visiting thrift stores ac-
ross a fairly wide swath of southern 
Minnesota and northern Iowa.  

One proprietor he particularly ad-
mires is Jamie Spaid of S.S. Bou-
tique in Mankato. Like nearly all 
thrift stores, S.S. Boutique offers 
used items for sale at prices well 
below “new”; it is also a central tenet 
of the business that it will provide 
clothing to those who express a 
need–whether the request is for a 

child outgrowing his or wardrobe or 
someone who needs dressy clothes 
for a job interview or other important 
occasion. 

Hicks occasionally volunteers for 
Spaid. In helping her market some of 
the high-end vintage items which are 
often donated, he has learned some 
things about the used clothing mar-
ket.  

One is that he has become some-
thing of an expert at cleaning and re-
furbishing items with small flaws 
which might otherwise make them 
unsalable. “I know how to remove 
stains,” he declares. “Usually when I 
get done with it, the item looks like 
new.” 

He has also become experienced at 
recognizing and marketing items 
which may be of interest to certain 
buyers. 

“That 1960s dress in Grandma’s 
closet might be just the thing some-
one in L.A. or London or Japan 
would like to have,” he observes. 
“People will buy certain types of 
items because they make a statement 
or they stand out. 

“And they wear them,” he says, 
“so those items get a new life. 
They’re making someone happy in-
stead of lying in a landfill some-
where.” 

He also tells the story of having 
found souvenir t-shirts for bands or 
special events. “Maybe someone had 
one like that once, and would really 
enjoy the feeling of wearing it 

again,” he points out. 
Although he admits it will take 

time and he still has many details to 
work out, Hicks has made a begin-
ning toward turning the “wrong” of 
wasted clothing into the “rights” of 
happy customers and income he 
would like to use to help veterans. 

“If I get everything the way I 
would like, someday the store could 
pay me a living wage and I could 
spend all my time on projects for vet-
erans,” he speculates. “The most im-
portant part to me is finding ways to 
help veterans feel appreciated and 
supported.” 

One very visible part of the project 
is a large bin at the Waseca County 
Recycling Center along Highway 13 
south of Waseca. In place for only a 
few weeks so far, the bin has already 
been filled to capacity a few times. 

Hicks invites people to bag or box 
no-longer-used clothing of all types. 
“I’ll find a home for all of it,” he 
says. What can’t be made suitable for 
resale will also be used, he goes on 
to say. Old blankets, for example, are 
very welcome at humane shelters. 
Unsalvageable clothing and other 
fabric can be made into rags used 
during painting and cleaning proj-
ects. 

“If it’s truly trash, please throw it 
away,” he says of soiled or badly 
worn fabric items. “But if it has any 
sort of use left in it, put it in the bin.” 

In addition to the bin at the recy-
cling center, Hicks has posted flyers 

on community boards at various area 
businesses. If people touch base with 
him, he says, he will work to arrange 
picking items up at their homes. 

“Sometimes people have to empty 
a house so it can be put up for sale. 
They might be in a hurry, so they just 
throw everything in a truck and take 
it to a landfill,” Hicks observes. “I 
would come and take the clothing 
away,” he offers. 

Even though it is only in its begin-
ning stages, Hicks says he has gotten 
some clues he’s on the right track.  “I 
keep coming across fellow veterans,” 
he says. “They’ve loved the idea, and 
they’ve been very generous offering 
their help and support.” He mentions 
Justin Lehrke of Janesville’s Bin Pro. 
Hicks says he and Lehrke felt an in-
stant connection when they shared 
the information both were former 
marines. Lehrke has offered insights 
and advice, and even the occasional 
loan of equipment when it comes to 
collecting and hauling items away. 

Hicks speaks energetically about 
the many possibilities he is working 
toward–a sales outlet which offers 
quality items at “real thrift store” 
prices; a project for veterans to share 
which also gives them the comfort 
and relief of working with people 
who understand them; income for 
projects which help veterans feel less 
isolated. 

“The possibilities are endless,” he 
says. “It will take some time and 
some work, but anything we can do 
to make that number of suicides–22–
smaller will be worth it.” 

Anyone wishing to contact Josh 
Hicks can use his Facebook page, 
22nomore. 

■ Hicks 
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Compostings
by Al Batt

Hartland dealership closing
ECHOES FROM THE 

LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING 
 I need an appointment. 
 How about 10 tomorrow morn-

ing? 
 No, thanks, I need only one ap-

pointment. 
DRIVING BY BRUCE'S 

DRIVE 
 I have a wonderful neighbor 

named Bruce. Whenever I pass his 
drive, thoughts occur to me. It’s been 
a gentle winter. January didn’t have 
too many days, and I could have 
done most of my snow shoveling 
with a spatula. The groundhog saw 
its shadow on Groundhog Day, so 
we’ll have six more weeks before we 
need to take down the Christmas 
decorations. I’d come to a spork in 
the road. It’s hard to know what to do 
when that happens. I had to go some-
where, so I headed west to a cafe 
where one size of fries fits all. 

 "Go west, young man, go west," 
was an expression first used by John 
Babsone Lane Soule in the Terre 
Haute Express in 1851. It appealed to 
Horace Greeley, who rephrased it 
slightly in an editorial in the New 
York Tribune in 1865: "Go West, 
young man, and grow up with the 
country."  

 I enjoyed a hamburger and fries 
for lunch. For dinner, I made myself 
a cheese sandwich. Why? Because I 
was hungry and I knew how to make 
a cheese sandwich. One slice of 
bread had a hole in it where the baker 
had crawled through. Minimal flavor 
had escaped. It was all good. 

I’VE LEARNED 
 I’ve never bought a pillow. 
 The car you need to pay the most 

attention to when driving is the car 
behind the car in front of you. 

 I really brightened the day for my 
wife’s birthday. I changed a couple of 
light bulbs. 

 Geology rocks, but geography is 
where it’s at. I had a schoolmate who 
was so bad at geography, he could 
never find the classroom. 

 Mothers hear you when you’re 
quiet. 

 A mature alligator has 80 teeth. 
They have no molars for crushing 
and grinding food before they swal-
low it. Lost teeth are replaced. An al-
ligator may go through 2,000 to 
3,000 teeth in its lifetime. And they 
never floss. 

 My neighbor Crandall called the 
front desk of a hotel where he was a 
guest and told the clerk he couldn’t 
find the door to get out of his room. 
He said that one door went to the 
bathroom, one allowed entry to the 
closet, and the other had a “Do not 
disturb” sign on it. 

 Some people interpret three con-
secutive sneezes as a sign of good 
luck, that someone is thinking posi-
tively about you or that you’re about 
to receive a blessing. 

 I was traveling during a recent 
spring when I found angry hail-
stones. My car had substantial hail 
damage, plus it had a couple of extra 
dents, which were door dings given 
anonymously by generous people. I 
couldn’t include that damage in my 
insurance claim. I have to look at 
myself in the mirror each day. That 
can be hard enough to do without a 
guilty conscience.  

NEWS FROM HARTLAND 
HAROLD 

 The only auto dealership in Hart-
land is closing its doors. The minute 
the last brand new car is driven off 
the lot, it will signal the end of Routh 
Studebaker. General Manager Mark 
Bernard is considering a career in 
agronomy.  

BAD JOKES  
DEPARTMENT 

 How can I tell if there is an ele-
phant in my refrigerator? The door 
won’t close. 

 Parallel lines have so much in 
common, it’s a shame they’ll never 
meet.  

 Without a doubt, my favorite 
movie starring Robin Williams is 
“Mrs. Fire.” 

 I put an ad in the newspaper: 
“Wanted: Someone to hand-feed me 
my Doritos so my fingers won’t be-
come orange. No weirdos.” 

NATURE NOTES 
 Some horned larks spend the 

winter in southern Minnesota, while 
those that had migrated, begin return-
ing to Minnesota in early February 
through late March. Horned larks get 
their name from the black feathers 
protruding above their heads. The 
only lark native to North America 
creeps along bare ground searching 
for tiny seeds. When flushed into 
flight by a car, a horned lark looks 
pale with a blackish tale.  

The courteous winter weather 
makes me expect a bountiful crop of 
fawns in May and June. I saw a pair 
of red-tailed hawks perched on a util-
ity pole. Crows stood on top of road-
killed deer and raccoons. The birds 
posed as if they were big-game 
hunters. Three trumpeter swans flew 
over. Minnesota has the highest pop-
ulation of trumpeters in the lower 48 
states, about 55,000. I smelled skunk 
and spring in the air. An amorous 
skunk has a 4-square-mile territory. 
Great horned owls hunt them. A male 
skunk is called a buck and a female a 
doe. You might recall this exchange 
from “The Mary Tyler Moore 
Show.” 

 Lou Grant: “You got a lotta 
skunk.” 

 Mary Richards: “Why thank you, 
Mr. Grant.” 

 Lou Grant: “I HATE skunk.” 
 Lou Grant, played by Ed Asner, 

said “spunk,” not “skunk.”  
MEETING ADJOURNED 

 Make yourself useful. Be kind.  

 “Items get a new life. They’re making 
someone happy instead of lying in a 
landfill somewhere.”            — Josh Hicks
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a wide array of categories. The Pio-
neer’s work was compared with pub-
lications of similar frequency and 
circulation, referred to as “non-multi 
day” and with 1,000 or fewer sub-
scribers.   

More than 4,000 entries were sub-
mitted to MNA for consideration this 
year. 

Of the roughly 40 categories, 
writers Deb Bently, Jim Lutgens and 
Eli Lutgens earned 10 individual 
awards. 

Bently earned one first-place fin-
ish, her first, as well as a second-
place certificate. Last year Bently 
placed two seconds and a third. Her 
first-place story was about Patty 
Wetterling in the Arts and Entertain-
ment category; her other winning 
story was about the Neighborhood 
Service Center’s Backpack program 
in the Social Issues Category.  

Judges’ comments about the Wet-

terling article read, “This was a great 
piece that really captured the spirit of 
the event and the author’s journey 
through the process of finding out 
what happened to her son. The article 
was well written and the style the 
writer chose to use in approaching 
this piece really let the story shine 
through. It was a pleasure to read.” 

Jim and Eli Lutgens together took 
home a first-place plaque for a sports 
story written about  

Keegan Kuball’s second state 
wrestling championship. This was 
the second first-place finish in as 
many years for the father/son duo.   

Jim also captured a first-place fin-
ish in the Sports Feature category for 
his article titled, “Mr. Baseball” 
about Waseca legend Tink Larson.  

In the same categories, Eli took 
second in the Sports Feature story for 
his article titled, “Future of Bluejay 
Football,” a piece about the youth 
football program. He also took third 
in the Sports Story category for an 
article about the NRHEG Cheer 
Team finishing eighth in the nation.  

Eli also took home both a first- 
and second-place finish for two pho-
tos submitted in the News Photo cat-

egory for images captured during the 
county wildfire in 2024. He garnered 
a third-place finish in the Crime and 
Court category for a story about the 
Waseca/Steele County Drug court 
program.  

Eli has accumulated nine state-
wide awards from MNA: four first-
place finishes, a second and four 
thirds. He was also featured in the 
2024 Editor and Publisher maga-
zine’s “25 under 35” edition; was 
named 2024’s Young Reporter of the 
Year by the Minnesota Society of 
Professional Journalists (MSPJ) and 
earned a first-place finish in the In-
vestigative Reporting Category in 
2022 from MSPJ.  

The Pioneer has now earned seven 
awards as a publication over the past 
two years: two firsts, four seconds, 
and a third.  

Bently’s acknowledgments from 
MNA now total six: one first, four 
seconds, and a third.  

Jim, as a sports editor with a life-
time in the journalism field,has 
earned more honors than he can re-
call. He has many first-place finishes 
for his sports reporting dating back 
to the 1980s. His sports sections 

earned third- and first-place finishes 
for the Pioneer the last two years. He 
has authored three first-place stories 
in Sports Story and Sports Feature 
Story categories over the last two 
years. Notably,  the only feature-style 
pieces he wrote the past two years for 
the Pioneer have won awards.  

“My dad is my favorite writer,” Eli 
states. “Last year, I asked him over 
and over for months to write a story 
about Ted Hammond. When he fi-
nally did, he thanked me for insisting 
and also told me I should pay him a 
little bonus because the story would 
win an award. It did–first place. This 
year I asked him to write something 
special for our anniversary edition. 
He wrote about Tink Larson. Another 
first-place pick. 

“Thank you to our incredible team 
of writers, staff, delivery drivers and 
volunteers,” Eli said. “And of course 
our readers and advertisers. None of 
this could be done without an excel-
lent community of people. There 
truly is no better part of the world 
than Southern Minnesota.” 

All of the articles referenced here 
can be found online at waseca-
countypioneer.com. 
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Pine Cone Succulents 
at Janesville Public  
Library Tues., Feb. 11 

Transform ordinary pine 
cones into beautiful, faux succu-
lents at the Janesville Public Li-
brary at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 11. 
Geared for adults. All supplies 
are provided at this free, unique 
crafting event. 

———————————— 
Virtual Author Event: 
Waubgeshig Rice on-
line chat Tues., Feb. 11 

Watch bestselling author 
Waubgeshig Rice chat about his 
newest book Moon of the Turn-
ing Leaves, at 6 p.m. on Tues-
day, February 11th. This hotly 
anticipated sequel to the bestsel-
ling novel Moon of the Crusted 
Snow at a virtual Waseca-Le 
Sueur 

Regional Library System on-
line chat. Must register to attend, 
register at: at wasecalesueurli-
braries.com/getregistered 

———————————— 
Cook the Book event 
at Waseca Library 
Thursday, Feb. 13 

Visit Waseca Public Library to 
choose a recipe from the selected 
cookbook: When Southern 
Women Cook by America’s Test 
Kitchen. Then bring the finished 
dish to Waseca Public Library at 
noon on Thursday, February 
13th, where the cooks will sam-
ple all the dishes and share their 
experiences. Open to all cooking 
and baking skill levels! 

———————————— 
Toners Lake Vintage 
Ride Saturday, Feb. 15 

Toners Lake Vintage Snow-
mobile Ride will be from 11 a.m. 
through 7 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 
15. Registration is from 9 a.m. 
through 10:30 a.m. The starting 
point will be 8747 415 Ave. Ja-
nesville, MN 56048. For more 
information contact either Mar-
issa at 507-461-4501 or Mark at 
507-835-5480. 

———————————— 
Jamboys at Indian Is-
land Winery Saturday, 
Feb. 8 

The Jamboys will be playing 
at the Indian Island Winery from 
5:30-8:30 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 
8. They perform upbeat music 
acoustically. 

———————————— 
Valentines’ Dinner at  
Indian Island Winery  
Saturday, Feb. 15 

There will be a Valentine’s 
Dinner at the Indian Island Win-
ery at 5:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
15. Cost is $150 per couple and 
includes two glasses of wine, 
two, three course dinners catered 
by Oscar’s, entertainment by 
Generation Gap, a rose and mul-
tiple gifts. 

———————————— 
Snowmobile Safety  
Riding Course at  
Lakeview Park,  
Janesville, Sat., Feb. 16 

There will be a Snowmobile 
Safety and Riding Course at 
Lakeview Park on the south end 
of Lake Elysian in Janesville at 
1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 16. Con-
tact Marty Erdman at 507-420-
1109 with questions. 

———————————— 
Drawing Club at  
Janesville Library  
on Thur., Feb. 20 

There will be a Drawing Club 
at the Janesville Public Library 
at 4 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 20. 
This is for children ages 10-18. 
This month the focus will be 
how to draw different types of 
mushrooms. 

———————————— 
Chris Brooks Band 
will perform at Star-
fire Event Center Fri-
day, Feb. 21 

The Starfire Event Center will 
host the Chris Brooks Band from 
7-10 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 21. 
They perform a combination of 
danceable, current and classic 
country radio hits. This is part of 
the Sleigh and Cutter Festival. 

               JWP                 
SCHOOL BOARD

JANESVILLE JOURNAL -  
The JWP School Board wel-

comed new member Dave Olson 
on Tuesday, Jan. 2. Olson was 
one of two newly elected school 
board members; Monica Erick-
son, the other new member, was 
absent from the meeting. 

JWP’s most pressing business 
dealt with the attendance policy 
and deciding the 2025-26 school 
year calendar. The topic occu-
pied a significant portion of the 
meeting, with the schedules and 
preferences of teachers, staff, 
and administration to be taken 
into consideration.   

The first calendar (dubbed 
Calendar B) was the least pop-
ular, as the winter break was 
slightly shorter and called for 
students and staff to be in the 
building for only two days dur-
ing one of the holiday weeks and 
teacher workshop day on Jan. 2. 
Superintendent Jeremy Erler 
speculated the workshop day 
wouldn’t be particularly produc-
tive. However, a positive ele-
ment to Calendar B was that the 
staff development days were the 
most spread out. 

Calendar C was the shortest of 
the three, with the school year 
ending before Memorial Day. It 
included a two-week Christmas 
break. However, the students and 
staff had only two days off for 
Thanksgiving instead of the typi-
cal three. This calendar also had 
a staff development day after 
New Year’s Day; a problem with 
it was the days set aside for staff 
training in January and February 
were close together. Calendar D 
was a mix of B and C, with three 
days for Thanksgiving, a similar 
Christmas break, and a whole 
week for spring break. 

According to Erler, there were 
some “grumblings” about how 
votes from staff and the teachers’ 
union were divided. Because of 
this, Erler wanted the board’s 
opinion on which calendar to 
choose. 

Along with that information, 
Erler offered a fourth option, 
which included two weeks of 
holiday break and three days for 
Thanksgiving while allowing the 
students (except seniors) to leave 
school by May 2, However, it 
didn’t include a spring break, 
and the teachers and staff would 
have to return to the building on 
June 1. 

Some board members didn’t 
know which to choose since they 
wouldn’t have any children in 
school for 2025-26. Board 
member Dave Olson commented 
he believed C was the better op-
tion. “I’d rather see them done 
before Memorial Day than 
after,” he said. “It doesn’t seem 
like they get much accomplished 
after having a long weekend, and 
they have a few more days be-
fore they’re done for the 
summer.” 

Joan Olson liked Erler’s ver-
sion best; fellow member Kevin 
Born agreed. Student council 
representative Eric Daschner 
gave an interesting perspective. 
“From what I’ve seen, everyone 
likes Christmas break to be as 
long as possible,” he said. “I 
think most students also prefer to 
get out of school earlier than to 
have a week-long spring break in 
the middle.  

After further discussion, the 
board approved Erler’s revised 
version rather than B, C, or D.  

The board approved the dis-
trict’s revised attendance policy. 
The only change since the board 
last reviewed it was that staff re-
quested that all absences not re-
ported by the custodial guardian 
by the start of the school day for 
all students PreK- be marked 

JWP installs 
new member, 
approves 
calendar

School continued on 6

From left: Art Center Vice President Penny Vought, President Mikhail Rostislavovich, Kim Harty, Barbara Bauer, Past President 
Missy Donner.  

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

The Waseca Art Center opened 
displays by Kim Harty and Barbara 
Bauer to a full house on Thursday, 
Jan, 30. Opening words from Waseca 
Art Council President Mikhail Ros-
tislavovich introduced the pair of 
creators. 

Harty, whose work is featured in 
the Harguth Gallery, stated,  “I am a 
Waseca native who raised two beau-
tiful daughters here as well. I have 
been a self-taught artist since the age 
of six, being influenced by the Im-
pressionist movement. Through the 
art of noticing, my aim is to capture 
the fleeting qualities of light, color 
and atmosphere as well as the emerg-
ing psychological principles con-
cerning human consciousness.” 

Harty’s artist statement said “All 
living and non-living things have 
their moments to shine, find the ex-
traordinary in the ordinary.” Harty 
said she had to take a break from art 
when her two children were born, but 
that she never stopped dabbling in it. 
She started taking art classes at The 
Vine in Mankato, where students 
were given a different challenge 
every month; things blossomed from 
there. She pointed to two different 
sets of paintings which showed four 
people and said, “I used the scrap-
ings from other paintings and those 
four unique individuals are what was 
created. I like to try to capture mo-
ments that aren’t obvious.” 

Barbara Bauer is featured in the 
Beckman portion of the Waseca Art 
Center. She shared that her career took 

her away from her artistic studies when 
she was younger; retirement has 
brought her back. She has used many 
different artistic media, including oil 
pastels, colored pencil, watercolor, 
acrylic painting, monotypes and Gelli 
plate printing. But it was upon discov-
ering alcohol inks and encaustic style 
where she was taken with the loose-
ness and unpredictability of the out-
comes. “I find that encaustic is the 
most challenging medium I’ve en-
countered given the guarantee of unex-
pected results and need for the ability 
to adapt to what the medium wants to 
do. Each piece I create is inevitably 
much different from what I imagined 
before I started. My work is inspired 
by landscapes and nature, both rural 
and urban, but I am most pleased when 
an abstract or sometimes semi-abstract 

piece can be interpreted in different 
ways depending on the viewer.” 

Bauer’s artist statement said, “I be-
lieve creating art is not only satis-
fying and gratifying, it is necessary 
for mental and emotional health. But 
equally important is being able to 
offer something to others to contem-
plate and enjoy.” She also said that 
encaustic art has been around for 
centuries, having first been used by 
the Romans, Egyptians and Greeks. 
Since the 40s and 50s, she said, 
there’s also been a resurgence in the 
style. 

After the reception, attendees were 
encouraged to peruse the artists’ 
work and enjoy a chocolate tier and 
sparkling cider in the Tea Room. 
Both Harty and Bauer were available 
to mingle and answer questions. 

2025 art season opened with 
Kim Harty and Barbara Bauer

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

The yearly Mike Filzen Memorial 
Poker Run Ride took place Saturday, 
Feb. 1, organized by the Waseca 
Sno-Secas snowmobiling club. A 
part of the Sleigh and Cutter Festi-
val, the event starts and ends at the 
Waseca American Legion. This year, 
more than 30 people took part.  

Mike Filzen died of cancer at the 
age of 47 in 2012. Born and raised in 
Mankato, he came to Waseca when 
the University of Minnesota Waseca 

was still in operation, around 1990, 
to attend classes there. He was a 
member of Grace Lutheran Church, 
Pheasants Forever, Wild Turkey 
Federation, Lakeside Golf Club, and 
a member of the Lucky 11. He 
started his own company, Under-
ground Technologies, which he op-
erated from 2008 to 2012.   

Every year, the poker run raises 
money to provide two $500 scholar-
ships for Waseca Junior Senior High 

Mike Filzen Memorial 
Poker Run a success

From left: McKenzie and Megan Filzen, along with Sandy Mate-
jeck were among those attending the Mike Filzen Poker Run on 
Saturday, Feb. 1, 2025.                Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

Run continued on 4
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By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

The Waseca American Legion 
held its annual Adult Carnival on Fri-
day, Jan. 31. About 200 people at-
tended the event, which featured 
risque activities, a silent auction, a 
live auction, food, games, prizes, and 
a wine wall. Put on by both the Le-
gion Auxiliary and the Sons of the 
American Legion, the event is re-
portedly the only fundraiser held at 
the Legion Hall which benefits the 
organization itself.  

Proceeds will go toward either 
kitchen repairs or maintenance in the 
lounge. Last year’s proceeds went to-
ward replacing the carpet in the front 
hall. 

As people entered, they bought 
participation tickets for $1 each. Dif-
ferent numbers of tickets were 
needed for different activities. There 
was a very popular human slot ma-
chine sponsored by DTO Electric. 
Indoor Axe Throwing was sponsored 
by Waseca Glass. Plinko was offered 

by Western Specialized. “Pin the 
Tassel” was sponsored by Matt 
O’Brien Accounting. Coney Island 
Bag Toss was courtesy of Greener 
World Solutions. 

Both the silent and live auctions 
featured an impressive variety of 
items. One particularly unusual of-
fering was an autographed copy of 
the book “Blackhawk Down” with 
an opportunity to watch the movie 
with one of the pilots from the mis-
sion. Offering continued variety 
were coffee baskets, bathroom and 
miscellaneous baskets, numerous 
wine baskets, a homemade Amaretto 
basket, clothes baskets, hat baskets, 
a snakeskin purse basket, a kitchen 
pan set basket, beer baskets, honey 
baskets, fireball whiskey baskets, 
Jack Daniels sets. Dog chews and ac-
cessories baskets, Makers Mark 
Whiskey baskets, Dean Martin and 
Jerry Lewis DVD sets, Neighbor’s 
Meat hotdish bundles, candy baskets, 
New Glarus Beer 6-pack Baskets, 
syrup baskets and a risqué video bas-

ket. Past and Present home décor, 
crepe makers and a grill. Bird seed 
and corn hole games, Timberwolves 
cooler, gas blower, a fish weather-
vane, four Wild tickets, a fish anchor, 
homemade caramel, custom laser 
knives, American flag metal works, 
Spotted Cow beer, Half Pint Brewery 
and a Valentine’s basket.  

The featured cuisine was the Le-

gion’s famous hot beef sandwiches, 
coney dogs, footlong hotdogs, onion 
rings, cheese curds, loaded fries and 
more. Both the bar and the dining 
room were almost full to capacity. 

Lori Streeter Rolfing, who was 
just finishing up her dinner said, “I 
donate every year, this is the first 
time we’ve been able to make it.”  
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School seniors. Said Megan, “We try 
to give these scholarships to students 
who are in premed or someone look-

ing to specialize in cancer research.” 
The scholarships will be handed out 
at a high school awards ceremony set 
for May 14. Filzen has two daugh-
ters, Megan and McKenzie Filzen. 
Also in attendance was Sandy Mate-
jeck, his life partner in his later years. 

The rules of the poker run are that 
the best five-card poker hand wins. 

The schedule was to start by playing 
a round at the Legion Hall in Waseca. 
From there, the group headed down 
to New Richland and The Willows to 
continue playing. In Waldorf, it was 
Papa Olie’s; in Janesville, the Purple 
Goose; in Elysian, the Thirsty 
Beaver; in Waterville, the Classics 
Pub; then back to the Waseca Legion. 
A blue party bus transported the 
group, including Megan and McKen-
zie, and Sandy. According to (iden-
tify speaker), the shared vehicle kept 
safety first while allowing drinks to 
keep flowing. The event typically 
ends around 7 p.m. 

Megan and McKenzie both agreed 

the best year so far, “was 2022, that 
was our 10-year anniversary, we had 
like 70 plus people. That was also the 
last time it snowed enough to use our 
snowmobiles. Since then the years 
and the snow that hasn’t fallen have 
been such a let down but we’re still 
going to keep doing it. Dad was such 
a hardcore snowmobile man and it 
would be nice if we could use our 
snowmobiles but we’re making it 
work.” As the clock reached noon, all 
in attendance finished their drinks 
and headed outside to the bus. All 
proceeds raised by the Mike Filzen 
Memorial Poker Run go to charity. 

■ Run 
 from Page 3

Harriet Eaton 
Harriet Elaine Eaton, age 97 of 

Waseca, passed away on the after-
noon of Thursday, January 30, 
2025,  at Mill City Senior Living 
in Faribault surrounded by her 
family.  

Harriet was born in New Rich-
land on July 5, 1927, to Leonard 
and Doris Peterson.  She graduated 
from New Richland High School 
in 1945.  She met the love of her 
life, Kenneth Eaton, a World War 
II Army Sergeant, at an outdoor 
movie in Otisco.  They were mar-
ried on May 3, 1946, and cele-
brated their 78th Wedding 
Anniversary in 2024. 

Harriet lived in the Waseca area 
her entire life, except for one year 
when the Army moved her and 
Ken to Alabama. She was a "farm 
girl" through and through, having 
lived 87 years of her life on a farm 
until she and Ken moved into 
town, where they spent their re-
maining years. She came from 
humble beginnings, having spent 
most of her childhood living with-
out running water. 

Harriet was a faith-filled woman 
who followed God's word through-
out her life.  A turning point in 
Harriet's life came on January 
20th, 1950, when she rededicated 
her life to the Lord at a Billy Gra-
ham gathering in Austin. This led 
her to devote herself to church, 
bible studies, and mission trips.  
She was an active member of the 
Vista Covenant Church her whole 
life, involving herself in Church 
committees, teaching Sunday 
school, singing in the choir, and 
Covenant Women.  

In a sense, her life was focused 
on nurturing families: Her own, the 
Church, and the broader com-
munity. Sundays after church, she 
and Ken hosted gatherings that 
lasted all day. Even when the 
family grew to 54 and moved 
throughout the country, Harriet and 
Ken kept “family first” alive build-
ing precious multi-generational 
memories by hosting a three-day 
annual gathering for all the ex-
tended family at Cedar Valley Re-
sort near Lanesboro, MN. She had 
a gift of hospitality. 

Outside of family and God, her 
two big loves were being a church 
historian and all things Swedish. 
She traveled to Sweden and found 

her homestead from the 1600s. Her 
great-grandparents came to 
Waseca County in 1858. 

Through her devotion, she has 
instilled a lasting legacy of love 
that lives on in her family. She will 
be deeply missed.  

She was welcomed to her 
Heavenly Home by the following 
who preceded her in death: her 
daughter Gail (Ted) Johnson, her 
parents Leonard and Doris Peter-
son, and her brother Jerry (Mar-
gie). She is survived by her 
husband, Ken; her children, Steve 
(JoAnn) Eaton, Dave (Shawnee) 
Eaton, Sherrie (Pat) Murphy, Brian 
(Cindy) Eaton, and Ted (Margy) 
Johnson. She leaves behind 14 
grandchildren and 22 great-grand-
children. 

Harriet’s family would like to 
extend their gratitude to the staff of 
Lakeshore Assisted Living in 
Waseca, Mill City Senior living in 
Faribault, and to Brighton Hospice 
for the compassionate care they 
provided to her. 

Visitation will be held from 4-7 
p.m. on Thursday, February 6, 
2025 at the Third Street Chapel of 
Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt Funeral 
and Cremation Service, and will 
continue for one hour before the 
service at the church on Friday. In 
lieu of flowers, memorials may be 
directed to Vista Covenant Church. 

Funeral services will be held at 
11:00 AM on Friday, February 7, 
2025 at Vista Covenant Church 
(14679 275th Avenue, New Rich-
land, MN 56072) with Rev. Brian 
Schanil officiating. Interment will 
follow at Vista Covenant Ceme-
tery.  dsofuneral.com

Harriet Eaton

Waseca American Legion 
hosts Adult Carnival

Hannah Neigebauer took a turn throwing axes at the Waseca 
American Legion's Adult Carnival on Friday, Jan. 31, 2025. 

Waseca, MN - The beginning of 
the new year can often be challenging 
for many reasons. It’s okay if you 

haven’t perfectly stuck to your 
New Year’s resolution. You can still 
think about how you can improve 
your life and what changes can be 
made to be successful in those im-
provements. These are typically 
changes to our own lives but may 
also be changes to the environment 
around us. 

In a county that prides itself in ag-
riculture and highly values rural liv-
ing, those improvements might 
include changes on your property. 
Now is the perfect time to start think-
ing about and educating yourself on 
implementing new conservation 
practices on your property this year. 

Waseca Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District (SWCD) works with 
farmers and rural landowners to fi-
nancially and technically support 
conservation projects such as cover 
crops, reduced tillage, grass water-
ways, septic, terraces and wind-
breaks. The implementation of these 
practices foster conservation and im-

prove property. 
Waseca SWCD partners with other 

area SWCD’s and agencies to pro-
vide local farmers and landowners 
with opportunities to learn about soil 
health and inform on how it can be 
applied in their operations. This Feb-
ruary Waseca SWCD and other part-
ners are putting on a workshop that 
goes over making soil health work 
with economics, research, and experi-
ence in the field. 

Waseca SWCD invites any farmers 
or landowners to the HWY 14 Winter 
Workshop in Owatonna, MN. This is 
a free event with a meal included. 
This event is intended for all farmers 
or landowners but may be especially 
helpful for those who are curious 
about or are new to topics like cover 
crops or reduced tillage. 

If reducing erosion, increasing in-
filtration, or potentially reducing 
input costs on your farm are topics 
that interest you, this event might be 
the perfect opportunity to hear about 
changes that can be made to see those 
improvements. 

The workshop is being held on 

February 18th at Torey’s Restaurant 
in Owatonna, MN from 8:30am-3pm. 
This event will be a great opportunity 
to learn from producers in southern 
Minnesota who have experience with 
soil health. 

If this event is something you may 
be interested in, you can register by 
contacting Lindsey Cornell at 507- 
320-3728 or emailing Lindsey.Cor-
nell@mn.nacdnet.net. Please RSVP 
by February 11th, 2025. 

One of the best ways to learn about 
soil health is to either experience it 
yourself or hear about it from farmers 
who have experience doing it. Con-
versations about the challenges and 
successes of soil health practices, like 
cover crops, are necessary in making 
informed decisions for your farm. 

For many farmers, soil health has 
become a hot topic in the conserva-
tion and agriculture worlds, but what 
does that mean to farmers in the 
Waseca County area. Farmers new to 
these ideas may struggle to identify 
the relevant applications and deter-
mine the best starting point for these 
practices. But it may also be a small 

change to your land that makes im-
provements to the environment 
around you. 

Other improvements any land-
owner can make is planting a tree or 
multiple trees on their property. 
Native trees can provide excellent 
habitat for wildlife as well as be a 
beautiful addition to any property. 
They also provide practical benefits. 
Many rural homeowners use multiple 
rows of trees to provide their proper-
ties with protection from wind and 
blowing snow, known as windbreaks 
or shelterbelts. 

Waseca SWCD hosts an annual 
tree sale that gives the area residents 
the opportunity to purchase trees and 
can provide support to those who are 
planning on completing a larger proj-
ect, like a wind break. If you or some-
one you know may be interested in 
purchasing trees or need assistance in 
planning – give us a call at 507-835-
0603. We will be hosting a tree open 
house on February 19th at our office, 
300 North State Street Door 4, 
Waseca, MN 56093. Tree orders will 
be due by February 26th. 

Waseca SWCD supports landowners conservation district

BATTENFELD
LAWN CARE

zachbattenfeld@gmail.com

Zach Battenfeld
507-521-0226

Lawn Maintenance
& Residential

Snow Removal

• Since 1942 •

Great Home Cooking • Catering
Full Breakfast Menu • Daily Lunch Specials

104 State Street, Waseca MN • 835-1259

Hours: 
Sat-Sun .......... Closed
M-F .......... 8 AM–5 PM

715 S State St, 
Waseca, MN 

(507) 835-8615

Ali and Willy Malecha are excited to continue to 
bring you the excellent service you have come 

to expect at Dave’s Body Shop!

Serving Waseca and the surrounding 
areas for more than 30 years!
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OUR STAFF
Jeffery Crowley OD
Angela Johnson OD
Laura Coudron OD

ADDRESS
111 Star Street
Suite 101
Mankato, MN
56001

507-387-6695 • eyeqvisionmankato.com

Learn more about Waseca 
County’s past by taking the History Tour, a virtual 
walkthrough of about 30 na琀onally and even inter-
na琀onally known events which occurred here. Use 
the QR code or link. 

tours.discoverwasecatours.com/2 

Betty Zell 
BETTY LOIS (POSSIN) ZELL, 

age 95, of Janesville passed away 
surrounded by family on Sunday, 
February 2, 2025 at Whispering 
Creek in Janesville. 

Born on March 25, 1929 in 
Freedom Township, rural Janes-
ville, Betty was the daughter of 
Otto and Bertha (Schendel) Possin. 
She was baptized on April 21,1929 
and confirmed in her faith on 
March 29, 1942 by Rev. H.C. 
Mueller at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Freedom Township. She 
attended Immanuel Lutheran 
School where she was involved in 
their youth groups and church 
choir. She graduated from Waldorf 
High School. During the summers 
she worked at Birdseye in Waseca. 
After graduating, she worked at EF 
Johnson Co. and First National 
Bank in Waseca. She married Har-
vey Zell on September 2, 1955 at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in 
Freedom Township rural Janesville 
by Rev. F.W. Parduhn. They lived 
and raised their family on the Zell 
Family Farm. 

She became a member of Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Wilton Town-
ship where she belonged to their 
ladies aid and altar guild. She en-
joyed canning, gardening, growing 
flowers, raising chickens, and 
ducks. She also worked nights for 
a few years at Birdseye and Brown 
Printing to supplement the family 
farm. In 1989, Betty and Harvey 
rented out their farmland and 
moved out to Alma City. They con-
tinued to clean up and mow at the 
farm. She kept busy mowing grass, 
gathering walnuts, shoveling snow 
and helping babysit her grandchil-
dren. She created many memory 
and photo albums for her children 
and grandchildren.  

She is survived by her children, 
Lonny (Darla) Zell of Alma City, 
Audrey (Marlon) Rudolph of Pem-

berton, Amy (Daren) Arndt of 
Waseca; grandchildren, Heather 
(David) Ehlke, Bridget (Cody 
Woodard) Zell, Jeremy (Jolene) 
Zell, Nicholas (Lily) Zell, Melissa 
(Jason) Raddatz, Brittany Arndt 
and Tyler (Abbie Hermel) Arndt; 
great-grandchildren, Desiree 
Strand, Dylan Krueger, Layla 
Cline, Dawson Ehlke, Jaden 
Ehlke, Maddison Hasse, Alma 
Zell, Leonora Zell, Grace Raddatz, 
Maverick Raddatz, and Holden 
Zell; great great-grandchild, Brae-
lynn Strand. 

She was preceded in death by 
her husband; parents; siblings, 
Mabel (Arthur) Kreutz, Lenora 
(Clarence) Witt, Elaine (Harry) 
Witt, Erwin (Elinore) Possin, 
Ewald Possin, Gerald (Viva) Pos-
sin; great-grandchildren, Mabel 
Rose and August James. 

Funeral Service will be at 2:00 
PM on Thursday, February 6, 
2025, at Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Wilton Township, Waseca 
County, Minnesota. Visitation will 
be two hours prior to the service at 
the church. Interment will follow 
in Woodville Cemetery in Waseca.  

Dsofuneral.com 

Betty Zell

Get your news in the Pioneer 
• news@wasecacountypioneer.com 

• Call (507) 837-6767 
• Office at 111 W. Elm Avenue
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13 NORTH EXPRESS LUBE13 NORTH EXPRESS LUBE

WAYNE NELSON
Owner/Operator

1201 North State St.
Waseca, MN 56093

Hours:
MON - FRI

8:30 AM - 6:00 PM
SAT

8:30 AM - 3:00 PM

$3 OFF
ANY SERVICE

WITH THIS COUPON

507-833-7667

• Oil Change • Air Filter 
• Cabin Air Filter • Fuel System Clean

• Serpentine Belt Replacement
• Transmission Fluid Change
• Power Steering Fluid Flush
• Check Engine Light Reset

• Antifreeze Test • Battery Test

NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED!

 220 Elm Ave. East, Waseca, MN • 507-571-3130 • MYBANKFM.COM

I’ve always been fascinated by dif-
ferent lights and when I observe light 
shows of various types I always find 
them relaxing therapy: peaceful and 
calming. 

Last year was a spectacular viewing 
of the Northern Lights, also known as 
the aurora borealis. This natural light 
show in the night sky is caused by col-
lisions between electrically charged 
particles from the sun and Earth's 
magnetic field. I viewed them a cou-
ple evenings, purposely leaving town 
and going out into the country so I 
could see them better. The purple, 
green, and pink waves above the ho-
rizon were absolutely spectacular. My 
daughter-in-law Shannon is a spectac-
ular photographer; she spent many 
evenings late into the night to catch 
some amazing images, and now she’s 
put together a collection of wonderful 
northern light pictures.  

I always take time at the end of the 
day to observe sunsets. I've watched 
hundreds of them off the end of our 
dock along Lake Tetonka. The colors 
are beautiful and for a few minutes the 
sun is worth the view before dis-
appearing and setting into the twilight. 
I have two memorable pictures of 
sunsets hanging on a wall at the cabin. 
An old hunting buddy, the late Al But-
ler, and I were walleye fishing on the 
north shore of Lake Elysian one fall 
evening. Al had a wonderful collec-
tion of sunset pictures. We watched 
our lines lying lifeless on the water, 

and never had a bite. Al snapped a 
picture of a magnificent sunset. A 
couple of days later he knocked on the 
door and handed me a framed print. 
His message was “here's a picture of 
the sunset, you have to take what na-
ture gives you.” Shannon snapped a 
picture of a great sunset off the dock 
with several fishing boats in the 
shadow of the setting sun. The picture 
hangs next to Al’s.  

I'm not a huge fan of sunrises, the 
sun is too bright for these old eyes. 
Once in a while there is an early blan-
ket of clouds to the east with sunlight 
peeking through on the rise. The pink, 
green and yellow colors make view-
ing wonderful.  

The summer lights at the cabin are 
always astounding and amazing. Pon-
toons traveling the lake in the evening 
are really lit up. IA truly memorable 
one was decorated in purple moving 
across the water. There is a huge flag 
flowing in the wind directly across 
from us to the north. The flag is lit up 
at night with many different colored 
lights shining on it. There are always 
colorful reflections on the surface of 

water to observe, especially ones 
given off from the red blinking lights 
from a tower to the northeast. Once in 
awhile, I’ll turn on the yard light in 
the late evening; it has a special yel-
low glow and attracts insects. Since 
I'm an insect nut, I'll observe June 
bugs, giant water beetles, moths of all 
sizes, and clouds of itty bitty bugs that 
swarm to the light. I have to re-
member not to turn on the deck light 
next to the door or the cabin will be 
buzzing with unwelcome insect vis-
itors.  

The Friday night lights at the foot-
ball field, or light banks glowing at 
the baseball field are always won-
drous to view at night during the sea-
son. Whenever you enter Waseca in 
the evening, you'll observe a huge 
white glow in the sky hanging over 
the city.  

Sometimes when I wake up really 
early–5 a.m.--and take our wonderdog 
out for her early duty, I observe the 
striking lights to the west. Our street 
and park across the streets are lit up 
with light poles and globes of all 
sizes. Businesses to the southwest 

have glowing signs with whites, 
greens and reds. It's peaceful and 
quiet, a stunning light show which 
most people aren’t awake to appreci-
ate.  

Last weekend I drove to observe 
the ice house city lit up on Clear Lake 
after dark. Some of the houses have 
purple or blue lights, and the convoy 
of vehicle lights coming and going is 
astonishing.  

Bonus viewing as the huge sculp-
tured ice heaves and chunks resting 
on the northeast shores of Clear Lake.  

There are so many other wondrous 
lights to observe: fireplace lights, can-
dlelight, Christmas tree lights, rain-
bows, and fireworks, to name a few.  

Recently we lost a glorious light 
here in Waseca who shined on our 
Waseca community for many years. 
Bea O'brien, who worked as a legal 
assistant out of high school for the 
Iverson Law firm, and more recently 
for Molly Byron, has passed away. 
Bea touched the lives of thousands of 
clients she worked with every day. 
Bea will always be remembered for 
her smile and the impact she made on 
her family and anyone she ever met. 
To husband Mike, all of her nine chil-
dren, all of her grandchildren and rel-
atives, our thoughts and prayers are 
with you. Lisa and I both know KT, 
our beautiful lady, will welcome Bea 
to heaven with a glorious, awesome 
light on.  

Fascinated by the Northern Lights
Bits and Pieces

by Dave Zika

Rick’s Appliance

Hours
M-F .... 7:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat ..... 7:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Sunday ................. Closed

Visit our new Showroom!
405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN

507-461-9615
Sales & Service

ricksappliancewaseca.com

Got news? 
507-837-6767

Waseca Sleigh and 
Cutter Parade at noon 
in downtown Waseca  
Saturday, Feb. 22 

The Waseca Sleigh and Cutter 
parade route begins at the county 
fairgrounds at about noon, cir-
cles through downtown and re-
turns to the fairgrounds. 
Spectators can either stay in the 
shelter of their vehicles parked 
along residential streets on the 
route, or watch from the side-
walks along State Street. More 
information about the route is 
available online. 

———————————— 
Waseca Vintage  
Snowmobile Ice Drags 
at Clear Lake Sat., 
Feb. 22 

Waseca Vintage Snowmobile 
Ice Drags will be at Clear Lake 
Saturday, Feb. 22. Registration is 
at the Boathouse from 8:30 to 
10:30 a.m. Races start at noon. 
Questions call 715-556-6345 or 
612-296-2043.  

———————————— 
Vintage Snowmobile 
Show/Ride at Clear 
Lake on Sat., Feb. 22 

The Annual Vintage Snowmo-
bile Show/Ride will be from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 22. 
Registration is from 9 to 11 a.m., 
with show from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Clear Lake near the Boat-
house. Contact Seth at 507-837-
9230 or Marissa at 
507-451-4501 with questions. 

———————————— 
Waseca Sleigh and 
Cutter fireworks  
display on Clear Lake 
after dark Sat., Feb. 22 

The Sleigh and Cutter festival 
is sponsoring its largest fire-
works display ever. The show 
will be fired at about 7:30 p.m. 
from the ice on Clear Lake.  

———————————— 
In a Bind at Indian  
Island Winery  
Saturday, Feb. 22 

Music group In a Bind will be 
performing at the Indian Island 
Winery from 5:30-8:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, Feb. 22. They play a vari-
ety of hit music. 

———————————— 
Waseca High School 
Choir Concert 
 7 p.m. Feb. 25 

Waseca’s choir participants in 
grades 9 to 12 will present a con-
cert at the high school beginning 
at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 25. 

———————————— 
Pottery wheel,  
watercolor painting 
classes at Waseca Art 
Center in February 

The Waseca Art Center is be-
ginning new classes in February, 
including Pottery Wheel Ce-
ramics (8 weeks for $200)  and 
Atmospheric Watercolor 
Flowers (4 weeks for $100). For 
times, dates and to register visit 
wasecaartcenter.org. 

———————————— 
Children’s Dream-
catcher, silent auction 
and bingo at Starfire 
Event Center Mar. 1 

There will be a Children's 
Dreamcatcher event, a live and 
silent auction and bingo at the 
Starfire Event Center from noon 
till 3 p.m. on March 1. 

———————————— 
CredibleMind offers 
free mental health  
resources 

All area residents are eligible 
to use free online access to men-
tal health resources available at 
MNPrairie’s “CredibleMind” 
website.  

The site offers interactive, ev-
idence-based ways to explore local 
and national mental well-being re-
sources. Free and anonymous at 
www.mnprairie.crediblemind.com  

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

High school upperclassman Cait-
lin Roberts encouraged her young 
students “If you have never drawn 
horses before, whatever your skill 
level, start with a circle.  

“As long as you know shapes, you 
can draw whatever you want.” 

Roberts and her students met on 
the second floor of the Waseca Art 
Center (WAC) the afternoon of Sat-
urday, Feb. 1.  

Intended for children and any in-
terested adults, the class was offered 
free of charge thanks to financial 
support from Waseca’s Sleigh and 
Cutter festival. Ten students took ad-
vantage of the opportunity, the ma-
jority of whom were girls under the 
age of 10.  

The topic for the day was a step-
by-step tutorial for drawing horses. 

In the middle of the room were 
three long black tables; scattered on 
them were clean white ,papers, col-
ored chalks, colored pencils and dry 
paint brushes. Protecting the tables 
were black plastic tablecloths for 
easy cleanup.  

“I’ve never seen horses up close 
and in person, just in the parades 
when Waseca has them,” shared 
Roberts. “I want my horse to look 
like a believable My Little Pony.”  

As images took shape, they began 
as “stick horses.” As details were 
added, the drawings became more 
and more recognizable. “The ears are 
like two triangles at the top of the 

head, fill in the spots around the cir-
cles,” said Roberts. 

“I know, ‘Just pencil’ looks plain 
at first, but that’s what the pastels are 
for.”  

Among the students was Christy 
Easton, who not only attended the 
class, she also works at the WAC as 
the director of education and pro-
gramming. Easton said about the 
new class, “This is our inaugural 
drawing class. We have so many kids 
here and with the generous donation 
from the Sleigh and Cutter festival 
we can provide this class for kids for 
free. Adults can participate as well.” 

As their work continued, drawing 
students were instructed to use a 
small, dry paintbrush to spread the 
chalk around on the paper to give it 
a blended look. This is where the 
black tablecloths came in, since all 

the students had a mess surrounding 
their horse drawing. From there, the 
drawings began to shine as one by 
one each student finished her horse. 

Also being offered in the near fu-
ture at the WAC are a variety of 
classes aimed for a variety of au-
diences. A class in pottery wheel ce-
ramics is held each Tuesday from 6 
to 8:30 p.m.; there is a fee for partici-

pation. An Atmospheric Watercolor 
Flower Series will meet from 5 to 7 
p.m. for 4 weeks, Feb. 5 through 26; 
this class also requires a fee. There 
will be two Saturday sessions for a 
hand ceramics class for children 
from 3 to 5 p.m. Feb. 15 and Mar. 1; 
this course is free, again thanks to a 
donation from the Sleigh and Cutter 
Festival. 

Drawing pastel horses 
at the Waseca Art Center

There was a group of young women and old at the Pastel 
Horse Drawing class at the Waseca Art Center on Sat., Feb. 1.

With doors and windows shut tight 
against the cold, dangerous levels of 
cancer-causing radon gas can build 
up in homes during the winter 
months, posing a health risk. Waseca 
County Public Health reminds res-
idents that now is the time to test or 
retest homes for radon.   

Radon is a colorless, odorless gas 
that occurs naturally in soil and can 
enter homes through cracks and 
other openings in the walls or foun-
dation. When inhaled over a long 
period of time, radioactive radon par-
ticles can damage lungs and lead to 

lung cancer. In fact, radon causes 
about 21,000 lung cancer deaths in 
the U.S. each year.   

Due to its unique geology and cold 
climate: 

•     The average Minnesota home 
radon level is more than 3x the na-
tional average. 

•     As many as 70% of Southwest 
Minnesota homes have high radon, 
compared with 40% in the rest of the 
state. 

“You can’t see or smell radon, so 
the only way to know if it’s in your 
home, and help prevent future 

cancers, is to test for it,” said Dan 
Tranter, supervisor of the Indoor Air 
Unit at the Minnesota Department of 
Health (MDH). “People who have 
detected high radon levels and in-
stalled a radon mitigation system 
should test every 2 years to confirm 
the system is working. People who 
have tested before and results were 
low should test every five years.”   

Tranter also noted that people 
should test sooner if the home has 
had significant changes (such as sig-
nificant renovations, changes to an 
HVAC system or openings to soil), 

and if you use ground contact spaces 
that weren’t tested before (such as a 
basement or new addition). 

During National Radon Action 
Month in January, Waseca County 
Public Health provides test kits at no 
cost. For information about the avail-
ability of these test kits, contact 
Tevyn Schmidt at 507-835-0657 or 
stop at the front desk. Test kits also 
can be purchased at hardware and 
home improvement stores or ordered 
for $12.95 at mn.radon.com. 

Check your home for radon this month

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

The University of Minnesota 
Extension  Soil Management 
Summit drew hundreds of 
farmers, educators and pre-
senters to Mankato’s Mayo 
Event Center on Jan. 29 and 30. 

About a dozen sessions each 
day covered topics ranging from 
drainage, manure, cover crops 
and “inputs.” Presenters in-
cluded academicians sharing the 
results of multi-year studies, 
field advisors from numerous 
state and county agencies, and 
farmers simply sharing their 
own experiences and observa-
tions. 

Vendors offered information 
about tillage equipment, testing 
services, and organizations 
which assist farmers in imple-
menting practices to promote 
soil health. 

Eileen Kladivko, Ph.D., of 
Purdue University, shared results 
of a 30-year study regarding the 
benefits of good soil drainage. 
Kladivko shared her conclusion 
that drainage is not only funda-
mental to consistent crop pro-
duction, but it contributes 
significantly to the success of the 
elements of soil management, 
including cover crops, reduced 
tillage, and soil testing. 

Farmers Andy Linder, Martin 
Larsen and Vance Johnson led a 
“Farm Economics Panel.” 
Larsen, a fifth-generation farmer 
from the Byron area, presented a 
thorough spreadsheet which pre-
sented the economic advantages 
his farm experiences from hav-
ing a three-crop rotation that in-
cludes oats. 

“I wanted to show this stands 
on its own two feet,” said 
Larsen. He presented data which 
showed that, even without sup-
plemental money provided by 
government agencies, his farm is 
about $44,000 more profitable 
than one with the traditional 
corn-soybeans rotation. 

Melisa Wilson, Ph.D., of the 
University of Minnesota, pre-
sented results from studies she 
has worked on regarding the use 
of manure as a fertilizer. She re-
ferred to manure as “a multi-vi-
tamin for your soil,” which 
“closes a natural loop” that has 
supported soil health for millen-
nia. 

Wilson shared many observa-
tions regarding the differences 
between manure and commer-
cial fertilizers, stating each has 
different strengths depending on 
the circumstances. 

She particularly rec-
ommended a “manure database” 
which would help farmers un-
derstand the nutrient potential 
from various types of animal 
waste. The database, she said, 
takes more than 500,000 data 
points into account to provide its 
information. 

The database is available on-
line at https://z.umn.edu/manu-
reDB. 

Among the vendors were rep-
resentatives from the Minnesota 
Soil Health Coalition, a non-
profit organization which de-
scribes itself as “a farmer-led 
and driven organization ded-
icated to provide education, 
farmer-to-farmer mentoring, net-
working, and plain language 
technical information.” Anyone 
interested in more information 
about the coalition is encouraged 
to visit its website at mnsoil-
health.org, or to email executive 
director Mark Gutierrez at 
mark@mnsoilhealth.org.

Soil Health 
Summit 
draws 
hundreds 
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CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
2200 4th St NE, Waseca 

507-835-2235 
Service times 9:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
4TH STREET EVANGELICAL 

CHURCH 
605 4th St NE, Waseca 

507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew Isker) 
Worship Sundays 10 a.m 

*     *     * 
FAITH UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 
801 4th Ave NE, Waseca 

507-835-3167 
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
309 6th St NE, Waseca 

507-835-9176 
Worship Sundays traditional 8:30 a.m., 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School/Fellowship; 10:45 
a.m. contemporary service 

*     *     * 
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

401 3rd Ave NE, Waseca 
507-833-1703 

Sundays 9:00 a.m. 
*     *     * 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
314 4th Ave NE, Waseca 

507-835-2647 
Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 

CHURCH 
503 2nd Ave NE, Waseca 

507-835-4548 (office email: 
1cwaseca@hickorytech.net) 

Worship Sunday 10 a.m. 
*     *     * 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
300 E Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-835-1709 
Worship Sunday 9 a.m. 

*     *     * 
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 

CHURCH 
111 4th St NW, Waseca 
Father Glenn Ferichs 

507-835-1222 
Worship Sundays 10:00 a.m., Tues. and 

Wed. at 8:30 a.m. and Thurs. at 7 a.m.; Sat-
urdays at 5 p.m. 

*     *     * 
REAL LIFE CHURCH 

620 W Elm Ave, Waseca 
507-607-8245 

Sunday worship 10 a.m. 
*     *     * 

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-835-4640 
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 

1221 8th St SE, Waseca 
507-835-2213 

Sunday worship 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m. 
*     *     * 

CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY 
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-833-1082 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun Evening 

6:00 p.m., Wed. evening 6:30 p.m. 
*     *     * 

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota  
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, Choir and 
Choir; 10:30 a.m. Worship 
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters 
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Otisco, Minnesota 

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor  
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study 
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
TRINITY EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Mary Iverson 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, Sunday 
School; 10 a.m. Coffee 
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting 
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirmation; 7 
p.m. Council meeting 

*     *     * 
LESUEUR RIVER 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
School 
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

 *     *     * 
VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
VISTA EVANGELICAL 
COVENANT CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Brian Schanil Pastor 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. Sunday 
School 
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe Ministry, 
1-3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires and Yard 
Games, 6 p.m. until dark 

*     *     * 
ALL SAINTS 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Father Glenn Ferichs 
Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and 4th Fridays 
p.m. Mass 
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m. 

*     *     * 
FIRST LUTHERAN 

Missouri Synod 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Larry Sipe 
Sundays: Worship 8 a.m.; 9:10 a.m. Sunday 
School and adult bible class 

*     *     * 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Freedom Township 
Sunday – 9:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Pastor Ava Adams-Morris 
Waldorf, Minnesota  

Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Father Brian Mulligan 
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

Wilton Township 
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor 

Sunday – 8 a.m. summer worship; 10:45 
a.m. Worship starting Sept. 1 

*     *     * 
THE CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST 

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
Brad Donner, Branch President 

Waseca, Minnesota 
www.lds.org 

Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.; 11:20 
a.m. Sunday School 
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activities, 
ages 12-18 

 *         *        * 
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

412 N. Main Street, Janesville 
Pastor Jason Wolter 

Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m. Worship 
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible Class, 
10:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
JANESVILLE UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 
401 N. West St., Janesville 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
BLOOMING GROVE UNITED METH-

ODIST CHURCH 
43089 180th St., Morristown 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Summer worship hours, 
(10:45 a.m. Worship, winter)  

*     *     * 
ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

307 W. 2nd St, Janesville 
10 a.m. - Mass 

*     *     * 
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

300 Owen St., Janesville 
Pastor Sarah Krolak 

*     *     * 
ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL CHURCH 

Alma City, Minnesota 
Pastor Robert Harting 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LU-
THERAN CHURCH 

Smiths Mill, Minnesota 
Pastor Robert Harting 

Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship 
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship 

 *         *        * 
NORTH WASECA LUTHERAN 

CHURCH ELCA 
404 30 120th St. Waseca 

Pastor Sarah Krolak 
507-234-6463  

Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Second sun-
day “Young at heart”  
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirmation 

*     *     * 
    NOTE: CHANGES IN CHURCH 
CALENDARS MUST BE MADE BY 
NOTIFICATION FROM A MEMBER 
OF THE CONGREGATION TO THE 
WASECA COUNTY PIONEER.

By Mike Coglan 
Pastor, Real Life Church 

GOD told Abram: “Leave your 
country, your family, and your 
father’s home for a land that I will 
show you. - Genesis 12:1 

“Good morning, Waseca!” My 
wife Laura and I say this most 
every morning as we open our 
east-facing blinds. Then we watch 
the sunrise while drinking coffee. 
It has been a good way to greet our 
new town and remind ourselves 
that we have a new state, a new 
home and a new church. 

I just finished my first year serv-
ing Real Life Church.  This has 
been one of the most wonderful 
decisions we ever made.  But it 
was not an easy decision, nor was 
the journey tranquil.  This move 
ranks among the most exhilarating 
and exhausting commitments we 
have ever done. Our whole life 
was completely disrupted.  We 
were physically depleted with an 
interstate move. We felt the loss of 
all the things we left behind, such 
as a home and a church that we 
loved for 23 years. We grieved 
being farther from our kids and 
grandkids. We left old friends and 
simple pastimes.  

But stepping out in faith is what 
builds faith.  It is adventure.  If it 
were easy to do, it would be com-
mon.  Look to Abram (who would 
later be called Abraham.) He had 
to leave the comforts of his home.  
He had to go into unknown terri-
tory.  How did Abraham find the 
strength to follow his call?   

By an act of faith, Abraham said 
yes to God’s call to travel to an un-
known place that would become 
his home. When he left he had no 
idea where he was going. By an 
act of faith he lived in the country 
promised him, lived as a stranger 

camping in tents. - Hebrews 11:8,9 
Abraham acted in faith. He did-

n’t have the whole plan.  He didn’t 
do a risk analysis.  He didn’t know 
if he had all the strength and re-
sources to finish the trip.  But he 
had the faith to start. 

What is God calling you to right 
now? Where is God calling you to 
go?  The decisions you make 
today are the stories you tell to-
morrow.  What new story is God 
calling you tell?  Your destiny may 
require that you leave your secu-
rity. Wayne Gretzky famously said 
that you miss 100% of the shots 
you don’t take. You won’t even 
find out what you missed if you 
don’t take the shot.   

If you are restless right now, 
God has a project for you.  I’m 
sure he does.  It may be a big life-
changing adventure.  It might be 
something as simple as inten-
tionally building your marriage or 
spending more time with your 
kids. Maybe you should finish 
your degree. Join the gym. Visit an 
A.A. meeting. Get out of debt. 
God may be calling you to start a 
business or a local charity.  

Do you have the faith to take 
one step?  If you want that faith, 
your next step might be to step 
through the doors of a local church 
for the first time in a while.  It’s 
scary.  It’s worth it. Take a chance. 

I am so glad to live and serve 
here in Waseca.  We said yes to 
God’s call before we had it all fig-
ured out. Again and again, we re-
ceived what we needed when we 
needed it from God. This is the 
same God who left his own com-
fortable home in heaven to be-
come a poor baby, a homeless 
traveler, a servant to everyone, and 
finally a risen Savior who prepares 
a future home for each one of us. 

What is God calling 
you to do?

Daniel J.
Johnson
���������	
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Our Services
• Financial Planning

• Accounting Services

• Bookkeeping

• Payroll Services 

• Tax Planning & Preparation

• Return Preparation Services

• Estate and Trust Planning 
115 North State Street, Waseca, MN

(507) 201-2484   

Waseca, MN – The Waseca 
Area Chamber of Commerce is 
proud to announce that Mikhail 
Rostislavovich has been awarded 
the Chamber Champion Award, a 
prestigious honor recognizing his 
outstanding dedication, leadership, 
and transformative impact on the 
organization. 

Over the past seven months, Mi-
khail has selflessly committed ap-
proximately 1,000 hours of his 
time to support and strengthen the 
Waseca Area Chamber of Com-
merce. In a critical moment, he 
stepped into a pivotal role to so-
lidify the organization's structural 
integrity, ensuring a resilient and 
sustainable future—regardless of 
who sits at the helm. His collabo-
rative leadership style empowered 
individuals to take active roles, in-
stilling confidence and a renewed 
sense of purpose among board and 
committee members. 

“Mikhail’s impact has been 
nothing short of monumental,” 
said Ann Fitch, former executive 
director of the Waseca Area 
Chamber of Commerce. “By 
thoughtfully guiding us toward a 
sound and secure structure, he has 
built a cornerstone that will sustain 
us for decades to come. His efforts 
have touched the lives of many 
people here, transforming hesita-
tion into bold strides forward. On 
a personal note, asking Mikhail to 
help guide this organization into a 
sustainable position for my suc-

cessor was one of the most signif-
icant requests I’ve ever made, and 
I remain forever grateful for his 
unwavering support.” 

Current executive director 
Robin Dulas endorsed Fitch’s sen-
timent, “What Mikhail has done 
for our organization is unheard of. 
His overwhelming donation of his 
time and talents is astonishing. 
You do not find that level of ded-
ication in everyone.” 

This award, given to individuals 
who demonstrate an extraordinary 
commitment to the Chamber’s 
mission, underscores Mikhail’s 
belief in the power of a strong, re-
silient Chamber to positively im-
pact the community. His work will 
be remembered not only in the 
processes he strengthened but in 
the personal growth he inspired in 
those around him. 

“Receiving the Chamber Cham-
pion Award is a testament to Mi-
khail’s dedication and remarkable 
volunteer spirit,” noted Abby Cle-
mons, Immediate Past President. 
“We thank him for everything he 
has done—for the Chamber, for 
our members, and for everyone 
whose lives he has improved 
through his service.” 

For more information about the 
Waseca Area Chamber of Com-
merce, or to learn how you can get 
involved, please visit www.wase-
cachamber.com or contact 507-
835-3260. 

Mikhail Rostislavovich honored 
with Chamber Champion award

From left: Chamber Executive Director Robin Dulas, 
Chamber President Mikhail Rostislavovich, Former Ex-
ecutive Director Ann Fitch.

$150.00; and if you are at the un-
masking, you will win an additional 
$50.00. Only five names will be 
drawn for $100 – must be present. 
Five names win $50.00 – attendance 
is not necessary. 

Contest rules 
1. Clues are published by the 

Waseca County News and Face-
book); Waseca County Pioneer; 
NRHEG Star Eagle; Waseca 
Chamber of Commerce; and 
KOWZ/KRUE radio.  

2. One guess allowed each week. 
3. Each entry must have a name 

and complete address. Entries 
without complete information will 
not be entered. 

4. Entrants must live in Waseca 
County and be over 18 years of age. 

5. If there are multiple correct 
guesses, a drawing will be made to 
determine the winner.  

6. If there are no correct guesses, 
a drawing will be made from all en-
tries received. 

7. Entries must be received before 
3:00 p.m. on Friday, February 21, 
2025. 

8. Submit entries to: 
A.  WASECA: Submit entry at 

Waseca Music; 111 South State, 
Waseca, MN 56093; or via mail. 

B.  JANESVILLE: Mail or drop 
off at Waseca Music; mark your 
entry as Janesville. 

C. NEW RICHLAND: Drop off at 

NRHEG STAR EAGLE NEWS; or 
mail to Waseca Music - mark your 
entry as New Richland. 

Frosty sponsors: CULLIGAN, 
iWEALTH – Brad Connors, DOM-
INO’S, MEDIACOM, SUBURBAN 
FURNITURE, and XCEL ENERGY. 
Please thank these sponsors for sup-
porting the 28th Annual  

Frosty: Week 1 Clue 
Much like the legend,  
The 2025 Sleigh and Cutter Frosty 

is anew.  
Coming again this year,  
In their white Frosty Hue  
 
A Waseca transplant,  
But ties they did bind,  
Here the greater part of 40 years  
A love match they did find  
 
A local friend, and 
A supporter of the arts,   
Who will it be this year? 
The answer, the clues will impart. 

Frosty: Week 2 Clue 
A northerner from the start,  
Frosty moved South for school 
The major of study initially un-

known  
But a degree was the general rule  
 
Completing classes at Gustavus  
And taking credits as MSU  
A 1983 college graduate  
History was a favored study too  
 
Far out of school now  
But to help pass the time 
Frosty enjoys putting together 

words  
Possibly a limerick or a rhyme  

Frosty: Week 3 Clue 
Do you think you have Frosty  

Narrowed down or found out?  
Have you passed them around 

town   
While strolling out and about?  
 
A lover of the arts 
And items that are unique  
Catch Frosty at the local stores 
Browsing, and taking a peek 
 
A supporter to all businesses 
Big or small, or community driven  
Donating time, talent or special 

items  
With their contribution, a unique 

display given  
 

Medallion: Week 1 Clue 
How quickly again,  
The time of the year is here,  
Another winter season bringing  
the Sleigh & Cutter Community 

Near  
 
In our 75th year, the medallion  
Once again is hidden  
Bundle up for your search,  
Perhaps you need a lucky mitten?  
 
Hidden within the town  
Easy to find but not in plain sight  
The medallion is secured 
Protected and strapped in tight.  

Medallion: Week 2 Clue 
One lucky winner  
Will keep the grand prize  
Their dedication and note taking  
A technique which was wise  
 
Now in support of the 75th year 
And to give one more chance  
The medallion will be re-hidden  
In a special circumstance  
 

$750 is now waiting  
For the second lucky finder  
The medallion hidden well  
Good luck to the new pathfinder 

Medallion: Week 3 Clue 
The medallion re-hidden  
where could it be?  
Between 7 and 14,  
What do you see?  
 
Off the beaten path,  
But easily attainable,  
The medallion hides  
Its location easily explainable  
 
Not so noticeable now,  
In plain sight it blends  
Who will find the medallion, 
Once found, the search ends.  

Medallion Hunt  Rules  
The medallion is hidden outdoors, 

on public property within the Waseca 
city limits. A $1,500 prize of 
Chamber Dollars will be awarded at 
the Star Fire Event Center at 8:30 on 
Friday Feb 21, 2025. Bring the med-
allion to Waseca Area Chamber of 
Commerce or Waseca Music. Clues 
will be published each week in the 
Waseca County News, Facebook, 
Waseca County Pioneer, NRHEG 
Star Eagle, and Waseca Sleigh & 
Cutter Festival. Clues will also be 
broadcast on KRUE and KOWZ 
Radio and will be available online at 
Waseca Area Chamber of Commerce 
at info@wasecachamber.com . 

The hunt is sponsored by:Waseca 
County News, KEEN Bank, Xcel Energy, 
KOWZ/KRUE Radio, Waseca VFW 
Club 1642, and M Peters Enterprises. 
Please thank these sponsors for support-
ing the 28th Annual Medallion Hunt!

■ Snow 
 from Page 1

“unexcused.”  
The board briefly discussed what 

appointments would be considered 
excused and whether an email from 
a medical provider (doctor, etc.) 
counted as “in writing” to excuse an 
absence. Emails from the caretaker 
do count. The policy went into effect 
immediately. The administration 
emailed parents to notify them of the 
change and provide a link to the pol-

icy. 
The board then approved the JWP 

cybersecurity response plan with 
only a few name changes. They also 
greenlit the Minnesota Pay Equity 
Report, which they must submit to 
the state’s Management and Budget 
Division annually. On their end, they 
seem compliant, but that will be up 
to the state to decide.  

The board initially had the pro-
spect of installing cubicles in the 
media center to discuss, but Erler 
suggested tabling the matter indefi-
nitely until they can test and see if 
the cubicles are worth the money. He 
said that he and Business Manager 
Wendy Dieker had a long talk the 

day of the meeting about “whether 
this is the best use of taxpayer dol-
lars.” 

During the reports section of the 
meeting, Born asked Eric Daschner 
if the current cell phone policy was 
being followed and whether it was 
working. “When teachers honor and 
uphold it, yes,” Daschner replied. 
“But when they’re lenient, not so 
much. Some teachers are still more 
relaxed about it than others.” 

Daschner added that students 
usually never used their phones dur-
ing instructional time but did use 
them during independent work time 
in class. Born then asked about cell 
phone use during lunch, and Dasch-

ner said that sophomores and above 
don’t use them as much and were 
more social. But the underclassmen 
were on them more often. “Some-
times, it’s hard to watch them play 
video games while eating,” he added. 

Erler reported that the solar project 
has saved the district 2 pounds of 
carbon emissions since 2023, equiv-
alent to planting 2 trees. He also 
shared that the Google workspace 
had some minor vulnerability issues, 
and the district was working with 
students to help them become more 
cyber-aware in the workspace. 

The next meeting is on February 
10. 

■ School 
 from Page 3



1925 
- A week ago last Tuesday evening basketball games between the 

Waldorf boys and girls and the Good Thunder boys and girls resulted 
in a victory for the Waldorf girls and the Good Thunder boys. The girls 
games was a one-sided games. The final score of 28 to 11 shows the 
accurateness of the team. The boys game was a nip and tuck affair from 
whistle to whistle, but advantage of height enabled the boys from Good 
Thunder to outscore their smaller bust faster opponents, the score being  
to. 

- President Coolidge’s tribute to the American newspaper which he 
delivered at the dinner of the American Society of Newspaper Editors 
was a sincere recognition of the services which newspapers are given 
to the nation as a whole. American newspapers, the President said, are 
particularly representative of the practical idealism of our people. They 
are the best newspapers in the world. They print more real news and 
more reliable and characteristic news than any other newspaper. 

- The right of the farmer and manufacturer in the middle west to make 
the nearest and most convenient part for their expert business free of 
any rate discrimination has been recognized in a bill introduced by Sen-
ator William M. Butler, of Massachusetts, chairman of the Republican 
National Committee. In this measure it is provided that the railroads 
without discrimination can only charge the lowest established rate to 
all ports on the seaboard also provides that the steamship lines will have 
to pursue a similar course. For years farmers and manufacturers in the 
great interior portions of the country have in many cases been obliged 
to ship their products to inconvenient ports because of the rates. 

 
1950 

- At a dinner meeting held Wednesday evening last week at the 
Waseca Hotel, Campaign Manager Loyd R. Kelly of the Waseca County 
March of Dimes  drive in addressing a large gathering of county unit 
workers gave out the following information. “The National Foundation 
treasury is virtually broke.” Along with other information in regard to 
the situation he stated that only $,000 was on hand for the National or-
ganization to operate from December  , until money from the present 
campaign becomes available. Mr. Kelly stated that over one million 
dollars would be needed to cover expenses incurred during that period. 

- Due to the temporary closing of the Minneapolis Knitting Mill, it 
has become necessary for the State Employment Service to spend a 
longer time in Janesville on their bi-weekly visits. Mr. Ben A. Iverson, 
Mankato Local Office Manager announces that visits in the future will 
be at 00 on Friday mornings. This will enable his staff to give proper 
consideration to all employment problems in Janesville. 

- More than a quarter of a million drivers on Minnesota truck high-
ways received some help from the officers in maroon uniforms in , ac-
cording to the State Highway department’s annual summary of 
Highway Patrol activities. The most important aids to motorists, but 
perhaps the least appreciated the department surmises were corrective 
measures aimed to prevent accidents to the drivers themselves and to 
others. 

 
1975 

- Mary “Keke” Finley wasn’t named Minnesota’s Junior Miss, but 
she came home from the week-long Owatonna pageant richer and 
happy about the whole experience. “It was just a blast,” said the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Finley. “I practically lived with the 23 other 
girls around the clock. We really got to know each other and we’re 
going to try and get together again.” A Marshall girl, Lori Walker, was 
named Minnesota’s Junior Miss in coronation ceremonies Saturday 
night. It made the second time in three years that a Marshall girl re-
ceived the title. In  Lori Nieno, Marshall, was the state’s Junior Miss. 
Janesville’s entry was honored Thursday night when she received the 
Talent Award from among the first 12 contestants. In addition to the 
trophy, Mary received a clock radio for the award. For her talent, Mary 
played a “Salute to America” on her flute. 

- The computer in the Janesville High School Math Department does 
not wear tennis shoes, although some of the students being trained to 
operate it May. Mr. Ostrem, head of the department, explained the func-
tion of the computer. “The computer classes are offered to make the 
students more aware of the machine. The course alerts them to what 
the machine can and can’t do. People and computers are in contact with 
each other every day, directly or indirectly. Computers are prominent 
in banking, tax accounting, and many phases of business.” Computer 
classes were first offered to senior high students five years ago. 

- Despite an icy gravel road and curious spectator traffic, the Janes-
ville Fire Department was able to save Bill Jewison’s dairy barn from 
a hay fire Monday afternoon. Mrs. Jewison told the Argus that her hus-
band and oldest son, Bill, had just finished loading a cow when Bill Jr. 
ran into the house and told her to, “Call the fire department. The milk 
house is on fire.” As it turned out the milk house was not on fire. It was 
the hay in the upper left of the adjoining barn. 

 
2000 

- The Janesville City Council held its meeting on Monday, Jan. 2 
Mayor Morrill was absent as well as a council member, yet business 
was conducted as usual. There was a huge turnout for the public hearing 
portion of the meeting concerning the Grove Street Mobile Home Park. 
City Administrator Dena Lotter asked for suggestions from those that 
own property adjacent to the park, as to what they would like to see 
done with the property if the mobile home park were to be sold. Most 
of the public that attended the meeting felt that they would like to see 
single family homes go up in that area, instead of low income apart-
ments or an assisted living facility.
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Waseca
25 Years Ago 

-More than 50 years after the end of World War II, American veterans of 
that war still do not have a national memorial. In 1993 the U.S. government 
began planning a national WWII memorial in Washington, D.C., to honor 
more than 400,000 Americans who died in the conflict, 16 million who 
served in the military and millions more who contributed on the home front.  

-Members of St. John Lutheran Church in Waseca put another twist 
on Super Bowl Sunday with a food drive for the Waseca Neighborhood 
Center. Children and adults of the congregation brought canned goods, 
dry goods and cash donations to fill the “super bowl” on Sunday. Fund-
raiser organizer, Jackie Krause, said the goal of the drive is simply to 
feed the hungry. 

-Rob Williams, a Waseca High School German teacher, was recognized 
as the best presenter in the state by his colleagues in the Minnesota Council 
of Foreign Languages and Cultures (MCTLC) at its recent state convention 
held in Minneapolis. 

 
50 Years Ago 

-With 591 students, enrollment at the University of Minnesota Technical 
College-Waseca is up 40 percent from comparable figures a year ago, it was 
announced today by the Office of Admissions and Records. The 591 figure 
for Winter Quarter ’75 compares with 420 for Winter Quarter ’74, according 
to Jim Hesch, supervisor of admissions and records. 

-UMW received a big vote of confidence in its future from Gov. Wendell 
Anderson Thursday. Anderson asked the legislature in his capital improve-
ments budget for $300,000 to renovate existing school facilities and plan 
the building of a new classroom-laboratory building at the Technical Col-
lege. 

-Waseca area residents had a full day of no snow, but may get more to-
night. The National Weather Service calls for increasing cloudiness later 
today and a chance of snow tonight becoming flurries Saturday afternoon. 
Waseca’s Southern Experiment Station reports that yesterday’s high was 17 
degrees; the low was -3.  

75 Years Ago 

-“Ma” Weckwerth, 75, has found perpetual youth. Busy at 75, still 
finds time to crochet. Have you got an odd job for a kindly, hard work-
ing old lady? Mrs. Ed. “Ma” Weckwerth, 75 years old, keeps five 
roomers and ten boarders, but still has plenty of spare time. She spends 
her afternoons crocheting and recently completed a bed spread and 
tablecloth. They are on display in the Wolf-Habein window during na-
tional crochet week.  

-George Guyer, 34, son of the late William, and Gordon Larson, 28, are 
the new partner-owners of the former Guyer and Martinson clothiers. The 
firm will be known as Guyer and Larson Clothiers. The announcement was 
made today, February 1.  

-Ten bicycles will be given away to five boys and five girls in the Waseca 
trade area will be contacted with complete details. The promotion is the 
first of a series being planned by the retail committee of the Waseca 
Chamber of Commerce.  

100 Years Ago 
-The Waseca County Poultry association went on record at its annual 

meeting Saturday as favoring a continuation of the present plan of state aid 
to Poultry Associations for premiums at their shows. Resolutions to that ef-
fect will be drawn up and forwarded to  

the representatives from this district now serving in the state legislature.  
-New machinery has been installed and considerable remodeling has been 

done to eliminate overhead at the Cargill Commission Co’s, local elevator 
for the handling of the contract of Albert Angell Jr., for the manufacturing 
of his poultry feeds. It was necessary to triple the capacity of the plant in 
order that this contract might be handled.  

-At a recent meeting held during the State Poultry Association’s Show in 
the Kenwood Armory at Minneapolis, the big hatchery men and baby chick 
producers of the State of Minnesota organized a State Baby Chick Associ-
ation with P.D. Farrington, Manager of the Waseca Hatchery, as Secretary-
Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

25 Years back 

-  A check in the amount of $100 was presented by Cathy String-
field from the Education Minnesota of New Richland - Hartland - 
Ellendale - Geneva High School to Kari Klug. Kari Klug is in eighth 
grade at the middle school in Ellendale and was selected by the 
People to People Student Ambassador to visit the British Isles for 
three weeks this summer. She is the daughter of George and Joanne 
Klug of rural New Richland. Last fall she was interviewed and ac-
cepted by the Minnesota delegation for People to People Student Am-
bassador Program.  

- Biology students instructed by Terry Anderson at the New Rich-
land - Hartland - Ellendale - Geneva high school. They made a study 
of a coral reef nearly real in their classroom. One wall is covered in 
blue, representing the water, with all types of fish and turtles floating 
around on it. Among the students in the class that worked on the 
project are from the left; Kelli Schlaak, Michele Maurer, Nakia Berg 
and their instructor Terry Anderson.  

50 Years back 
- Optimistic farmers expanded and reinvested in their business last 

year borrowing from the Federal Land Bank Association of Mankato a 
record $6,271,800 during 1974. Farmers reinvested in their business in 
hopes of a repeat performance of 1973 commodity prices and harvests. 
Loken reports land in this area is now selling up to $1,300 per acre and 
is in great demand.  

- The academic High Honor and Honor lists for the fall quarter at 
Mankato State College were recently announced Dr. Kent Alm, vice pres-
ident for academic affairs. Two hundred eleven students qualified for the 
High Honor list by achieving a 4.0 straight “A” average while 732 earned 
a 3.5 to 3.99 average to qualify for the honor list. On- campus enrollment 
during the quarter was 9,791. To qualify for academic honors, undergrad-
uate students must be enrolled for at least 12 credit hours. Students from 
this area on the High Honor List were Colleen Rose Jewison, and Peggy 
A. Armendariz of Janesville, both freshman, Barbra A. Vogelsang and 
Micheal J. Blashack of Waldorf, both seniors, Annette B. Henry, a soph-
omore and Jayne M. Joyce, a freshman, both of Waseca. Brenda J. 
Roesler and Christine M. Schultz, seniors and Alan A. Hagen, a fresh-
man, all of Wells.  

75 Years back 
- Relatives, numbering 38, gathered at the Oscar Anderson home Sun-

day in honor of the 50th wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. Anderson. 
The honored couple and their guests attended church services in the 
morning at the St. Peters Lutheran church. Here they were presented a 
beautiful bouquet of jonquils by the Ladies Aid members. Mrs. Anderson 
was presented a carnation corsage and Mr. Anderson a carnation bouton-
niere. Mrs. Henry Schult, a niece had charge of the guest book. Mr. and 
Mrs. Anderson were married 50 years ago at Burt, Iowa.  

- There will be no reorganization of the force of operators at the local 
telephone office following the resignation of Mrs. ArminBecker, effective 
march 1. Miss Verna Weckwerth will succeed Mrs. Becker as chief op-
erator. Mrs. Becker had been employed by the company since August 
25, 1947, Miss Weckwerth since September 1, 1947, Mrs. Carl Weck-
werth since April, 1949, and Miss Ruth Miller since July 8, 1949. As 
night operator Mrs. Minnie Frost has seniority over all the others, having 
been a member of the force since May 23, 1943.  
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BIG WIN – Gracie Morgan, left, drives to the hoop during the Waseca High School girls’ basketball team during last week’s 54-
39 victory over Medford. At right, the Bluejays’ Katlyn McMurphy hangs on to a rebound.  Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens

PIN TO WIN – Waseca’s Jacob Knutson, top, won by fall as
the Bluejay wrestling team prevailed 45-28 at Blue Earth.

Pioneer photo by Jim Lutgens

BIG BASKETS – The Bluejays’ Ethan Hiller, left, and Carson Ohnstad, right, take the basketball to the hoop during Waseca’s
come-from-behind 88-73 victory against a very good Marshall team Friday.                                        Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens

A GREAT DAY – The Bluejays’ Bella Wikan, who the previ-
ous weekend broke the school record for all-around points,
finished second in all-around last week against Martin
County West.                                        Photo by Lisa Carda

The Waseca High School gym-
nastics hosted Martin County
Area last Tuesday and lost 135-
130.325.

Bluejay senior Bella Wikan,
who broke the school record in
all-around at Kasson the previous
weekend, finished second in all-
around with 35.4 points. MCA’s
Lillie Schultz won with 35.825
points.

Wikan won the vault at 9.224,
finished first on the uneven paral-
lel bars at 9.225, was second on
the balance beam at 8,.525 and
third on floor exercise at 8.7.

Also scoring in all-around were

Waseca’s Katelyn Weber, 32.325;
Hannah Parks, 31.52; Brooklyn
Flatau, 30.075; and Avery Carda,
30.024.

Other events:
Vault – Flatau, 8.9; Weber,

8.75; Parks, 8.475, Carda, 8.375.
Bars – Flatau 8.9, Weber 8.75,

Parks 8.47; Carda 8.375.
Beam – Weber 7.725, Parks

7.55, Carda 6.725, Flatau 6.425.
Floor – Parks 8.5, Flatau 8.4,

Weber 8.1, Carda 7.675.
The Bluejays compete in the

Big South championship Friday.
The section finals are Feb. 13 at

St. James.

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

The Waseca High School gymna-
sium was filled to near capacity for
Friday’s boys’ basketball showdown
between the Bluejays and Marshall.

Those in attendance were treated
to a great game and an impressive
comeback.

The Bluejays, who trailed 44-38
at halftime and by 10 early in the
second half, went on a 15-0 run and
never looked back en route to an 88-
73 triumph.

“Our guys kept battling and final-
ly we made our run in the second
half and we were fortunate to come
out on top against a really good
Marshall team,” said WHS coach
Seth Anderson.

The difference, according to
Anderson, was shooting.

“Marshall was shooting the ball
incredibly well and they finally

cooled off,” he said. “Our offense
was pretty good all night, but when
we went to our zone defense, it
caused some turnovers and easy
buckets on the other end. It also pre-
vented all the easy looks they were
getting.”

The win improved the Bluejays,
ranked No. 2 in the state in Class
AA, to 20-0 for the season.
Marshall, which was ranked No. 10
in Class AAA, fell to 14-5.

Senior Damarius Russell spear-
headed the comeback, finishing
with 31 points, 6 assists and 3 steals.
His little brother Deron, a sopho-
more, totaled 24 points, 5 rebounds,
4 assists and 2 steals. Carson
Ohnstad also reached double figures
in scoring with 21, adding 5
rebounds, an assist and 3 steals.

Others: Ethan Hiller 6P, 2R, 4A,
2S; Cyrett Long 4R; Caden Danner
2R, 1S; Isaac Feldkamp 4P, 2R, 1A;

Wyatt Hager 12, 1A; Brandyn
Jascha 2P, 3R, 1S.

And the fans were a factor.
“It was fun to see the gym

packed,” said Anderson. “It was a
great high school basketball atmos-
phere.”

Cooper Mensink scored 28 for
Marshall.

The Bluejays face Granada-
Huntley-East Chain tonight at 7:15
at Truman, then venture to Jackson
County Central Saturday at 1:30
p.m. to take on JCC, 16-2 and rated
No. 4 in Class AA.

Big South East

W-L       Overall
Waseca 4-0 20-0
Jackson Co. Central 6-2 17-2
Belle Plaine 5-2 12-4
Fairmont 4-3 12-7
Blue Earth Area 2-6 8-11
Tri-City United 0-8 0-19

Big South West

W-L       Overall
Luverne 6-1 13-5
Redwood Valley 6-2 15-6
Windom 5-2 12-4
St. James 2-5 8-9
Pipestone Area 1-6 6-11

Big South Big

W-L       Overall
Marshall 5-0 14-5
St. Peter 3-2 10-10
Worthington 2-3 3-15
New Ulm 0-5 5-13

Class 2A state rankings
By Minnesota Basketball News

Week 9, Jan. 29, 2025
1. Albany 16-0
2. Waseca 20-0
3. Caledonia 17-2
4. Jackson County Central 16-2
5. Breck 10-7
6. Blake 16-1
7. Montevideo 14-2
8. Warroad 16-1
9. Mora 14-1
10. Pequot Lakes 13-3

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

Senior Night was special for the
Waseca High School girls’ basket-
ball team.

The Bluejays won for the second
time in as many days, defeating vis-
iting Medford 54-39 Tuesday night
after a Monday 52-20 triumph over
Blue Earth Area at Waseca.

“We are proud of the eight seniors
who have continued with basketball
and continue to work hard on the
basketball court,” said Waseca head
coach Anthony Jackson. “We are
appreciative of earning a victory on
their celebratory night as seniors.”

The seniors include Lexi
Kanewischer, Callie Dufault,
Gabriel Lopez, Katlyn McMurphy,
Mia Kanwischer, Addison Kelm
Gracie Morgan and Lily Owens.

According to Jackson, Mia
Kanewischer earned Player of the
Game honors for the Bluejays, fin-
ishing with 14 points.

“She played her typical excellent
defense and she shot the ball very
well this evening,” said Jackson.

Dufault scored 18, Morgan 6,
Lopez 2, Reese Rodriguez 2, Owens
2 and Maren Schimming 1.

The Bluejays dominated Blue
Earth Area at home Monday in a Big

South East Conference clash in
Waseca.

“Callie played awesome defense
this evening,” said Jackson. “Her
defense on Lola Lundquit was a big
reason why we were able to be suc-
cessful defensively. The girls did a
nice job moving the basketball on
offense and stayed focused in both
halves of the game.”

The Bluejays, who improved to 1-
3 in the conference and 4-17 overall,
faced Sibley East Monday. They
play Friday at 7:30 p.m. at Jackson
County Central, Feb. 10 at home
against St. Peter and Feb. 11 at
Windom.

Big South East

Fairmont 6-2 14-5
Jackson Co. Central 6-2 15-6
Tri-City United 6-2 13-5
Belle Plaine 3-5 7-12
Waseca 1-3 4-17
Blue Earth 0-8 3-18

Big South West

Redwood Valley 6-2 15-6
Windom 5-2 16-5
St. James 4-3 14-5
Pipestone 3-4 10-10
Luverne 0-7 3-18

Big South Big

Marshall 5-0 20-0
St, Peter 3-2 111-8
New Ulm 2-3 12-7
Worthington 0-5 1-18

The Waseca High School
wrestling team was victorious at
Blue Earth Area last Tuesday,
defeating the host team 45-28.

Wins for the Bluejays were by
Owen Sommers, 107 pounds;
Jacob Knutson, 133; Deven
Parpart, 139; Sam Selthun, 152;
Slade Barnett, 160; Lucas
Selthun, 189; Matthew Veroeven,
215; and Ben Hagen, 285.

Knutson, Parpart, Sam Selthun,

Barnett, Veroeven and Hagen won
by fall.

The Bluejays returned to the
mat Tuesday for a home triangu-
lar. They compete Friday in the
Big South Conference champi-
onship.

The section team semifinals are
Feb. 15 at the Rochester Mayo
Civic Center and the individual
section tournament is Feb. 21-22
at Rochester.

Bluejays rally past Marshall, 88-73

WHS girls come through on Senior Night

WHS gymnasts fall to
Martin County Area
Wikan sets school record at Kasson

Bluejay matmen battle
past Blue Earth Area
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After waiting most of the season
for their first win, the NRHEG boys’
basketball team prevailed twice.

After upending Medford 65-52
last Monday, the Panthers rallied
past Bethlehem Academy 58-54
Friday. On Thursday, they fell 74-49
at United South Central.

The Panthers came out firing
against BA, taking a 21-10 lead
about two-thirds of the way through
the first half. The Cardinals went on
a 14-2 run to take a 24-23 break at
halftime.

“We talked about some minor
adjustments to make in the second
half, but mainly that we needed to
stay out of foul trouble, and then
take better care of the basketball,”
said NRHEG coach Dan Schmidt. 

The second half saw numerous
ties and lead changes as the Panthers
battled back-and-forth and had a fun
stretch of shot-making by both
teams.

With BA leading 53-51 with
about 1:25 left in the game, Calvin
Nissen hit a big 3-pointer to
NRHEG up 54-53. 

Schmidt put BA on the line with
15 seconds to go, to keep them from
holding for the last shot. It paid off.
The Cardinals made the second of
two shots to tie it.

The Panthers were able to work it
around and Owen Wayne hit a 3
from about 25 feet out with 5 sec-
onds left. Sean Lassahn came up
with a big steal on the inbound and
then hit a free throw to ice it.

“It was such a great effort from
everyone today, top to bottom,” said
Schmidt. “The guys played their
hearts out. We had a lot of energy on
the bench. It was a fun atmosphere
for a noon Saturday game.”

Individually for the Panthers:
Aaden Hanna 1 rebound; Greyson
Schaefer 11 points, 7R; Calvin
Nissen 10P, 1 assist, 1 steal; Owen
Wayne 16P, 6R, 3A, 3S; Brendan
Schmidt 8P, 5R, 5A, 2S; Lavon
Jewison 1 blocked shot; Hudson
Chrz 5P, 4R, 2A, 1B; Sean Lassahn
3P, 3R, 2S; Jase Knudson 3R, 2A;
Jordan Brouwers 2P, 8R, 1A, 3S.

The Panthers traveled to Medford
to face a team also looking for its
first win of the season.

Again they came out hot, jumping
to an 8-0 lead. Medford was up 33-
28 at halftime.

The second half started as the first

half ended, with Medford hanging
around and eventually taking a one-
point lead.

“But we never quit,” said
Schmidt. “I can't say enough how
much the boys battled when things
got gritty. We did it with guys in foul
trouble, and a very short bench due
to injuries and illness.”

Schmidt said Nissen provided a
huge spart off the bench, both offen-
sively and defensively.

“It was good to see some guys
kind of bust loose tonight,” said
Schmidt. We've been waiting for
some of them to do so, and I'm hop-
ing this will be a sign of things to
come. Jase hit a couple of big shots
along the way. Owen ran the offense
very well.  Brendan finally broke
through in the scoring column, and
continued to rebound well.  Greyson
had a good game off the bench, but

was hindered by foul trouble. Jordan
Brouwers to play steady and proba-
bly could have had double figures if
not for some missed shots down
low.”

Individual totals: Scaefer 4P, 4R,
1A, 2S, 2B; Nissen 12P, 4R, 3A, 1S;
Wayne 11P, 3R, 7A, 2S; Schmidt
13P, 8R, 2A, 2S; Jewison 3P, 1R,
1A; Chrz 3P, 2R, 1A, 1B; Knudson
15P, 4R, 5A, 3S.

Coach Schmidt was hopeful trav-
eling to Wells Thursday, but it didn’t
work out that way.

Individually: A.Hanna 1P;
Schaefer 8P, 5R, 1S; Nissen 7P, 2A;
Wayne 14P, 3R, 3A, 3S; Schmidt 7P,
5R, 3A, 2S; Jewison 6R, 1S, 3B;
Knudson 12P, 1R, 2A, 2S; Brouwers
2R, 2A; Zander Hanna 1R.

After a Monday home game
against WEM, the Panthers are in
action tonight at 7 p.m. in a noncon-

ference game at Nicollet. They host
JWP Friday at 7:30 p.m. and play
Feb. 11 at 7:15 at home against
Blooming Prairie.

Gopher Conference West
W-L        Ov.

JWP 4-0 13-4
WEM 3-1 9-8
United South Central 3-2 7-12
NRHEG 1-4 3-15
Medford 0-4 0-15

Gopher Conference East
W-L       Ov.

Triton 5-0 14-5
Blooming Prairie 4-2 13-5
Randolph 4-2 8-11
Kenyon-Wan. 3-3 11-9
Hayfield 1-5 7-12
Bethlehem Academy 0-5 1-15

The New Richland-Hartland-
Ellendale-Geneva High School
girls’ basketball registered two lop-
sided wins and one milestone last
week.

The Panthers, improving their
overall record to 14-5, defeated vis-
iting United South Central 67-33
Thursday, three night’s after
Monday’s 71-21 home blowout of
Medford, during which junior
Camryn VanMaldeghem registered
her 1,000th career point.

The Panthers, 5-1 in the Gopher
Conference West and 8-2 overall in
conference play, started both games
strong, leading USC 37-23 at half-
time.

“The girls came out strong to start
the game, and never looked back,”
said NRHEG coach Onika Peterson.
“Our defense was solid, and we
were able to switch things up
throughout the game keeping USC
on their toes. We pride ourselves on
our rebounding and we were able to
keep USC to one-shot possessions.”

Individually for NRHEG: Gabby
Schlaak 10 points, 7 rebounds, 1
assist; Quinn VanMaldeghem 13P,
10R, 2A, 5 steals; Clara Buendorf
8P, 12R, 2A, 1S; C.VanMaldeghem
27P, 12E, 3A, 5S; Chloe Stork 1P,
4R, 3A, 1S; Kylie Olson 8P, 5R, 1A,
2S.

The Panthers handed winless
Medford yet another loss, leading
the Tigers 55-9 at the break.

“We played a team that is in a
rebuilding year,” said Coach
Peterson. “Our girls came out and
played extremely well. They had a
tremendous first half. In the second
half we were able to get everyone in
and rotate in shifts to maximize
playing time for our girls.”

Camryn VanMaldeghem became
the 15th NRHEG girls’ basketball
player to reach the 1,000-point club.

“What an accomplishment for her
and her teammates,” said Peterson.

Individual totals: Schlaak 11P,
3R, 3S; Ezra Boerner 4P, 3R, 1S;
Q.VanMaldeghem 10P, 15R, 1A, 6S,
1 blocked shot; Buendorf 1P, 5R,
1A, 1S; Kenley Gehrke 2P;
C.VanMaldeghem 28P, 6R, 4A, 2S;
Savannah Farr 2P, 1R; Stork 2P, 1R,
2S; Olson 9P, 8R, 1A, 1S, 1B;
Alexendra Estrada 1R.

After a Monday game at WEM,
the Panthers host JWP Friday and
host St. Clair Feb. 10, during which
NRHEG’s 2004 state tournament
team will be honored.

Gopher Conference West
W-L      Ov.

JWP 5-0 18-2
NRHEG 5-1 14-5

WEM 3-2 12-8
United South Central 1-5 11-10
Medford 0-6 0-21

Gopher Conference East
W-L       Ov.

Triton 7-0 19-2
Hayfield/Schaeffer Ac.5-2 11-9
Bethlehem Academy 3-3 8-10
Randolph 2-4 7-11
Blooming Prairie 2-5 6-15
Kenyon-Wan. 1-6 7-15

SHUTDOWN DEFENSE – The Panthers’ Gabby Schlaak, left, and Ezra Boerner (2) apply defen-
sive pressure to Medford’s Elaine Schwarz during NRHEG’s 71-21 triumph over visiting Medford
last Monday. Below, the Panthers’ Camryn VanMaldeghem posed for a couple photos after scor-
ing her 1,000th career point.                                                  Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens

Tink Larson of Waseca is a
2025 inductee into the
National High School Baseball
Association Hall of Fame.

Larson is in his 65th year of
coaching baseball, 58 of them
at the high school level. He
started his career at age 19,
coaching the American Legion,
Babe Ruth, and adult Amateur
teams in his hometown of
Kasson, Minnesota. In 1967,
he was hired as the head coach
at Waseca High School. He
was the head coach for 35
years and has been an assistant
coach for 23 years.

Coach Larson was a head
coach of various teams for 50
years: High
School,
American
Legion, 16U,
and adult
amateur. In
over 40 of
those years,
he coached
four teams.
He is cur-
rently an
assistant coach for five teams:
Minnesota State University,
Mankato and the Waseca High
School, American Legion,
16U, and adult amateur teams.

Coach Larson has won over
2500 games, with 480 at the
high school level. He also has
over 1000 wins as an assistant
coach, with over 800 in the
past 17 years at MSU,
Mankato. He has coached in
over 4500 games as a head
coach and over 2000 as an
assistant coach. He was an
assistant basketball coach for
30 years, an assistant football
coach for half a dozen years,
and an athletic director for 13
years.

The highlight of his coach-
ing career was winning a high
school state baseball champi-
onship in 1990 after finishing
second in 1981, 1988, and
third in 1987. Each member of
the 1987 team went on to start
on their respective college
teams.  Coach Larson was
noted for producing shortstops.
Every shortstop at Waseca for
over 20 consecutive years
played college baseball, with
five playing professional base-
ball.

Coach Larson has been very
involved in the Minnesota
State High School Baseball
Coaches Association. He is a
past president of the MSHSB-
CA. He is currently a member
of the MSHSBCA Advisory
Board, chairman of the MSHS-
BCA HOF Banquet, the liaison
between the MSHSBCA and
the high school coaches, and is
in charge of an MSHSBCA
Junior Showcase for top high
school juniors.

His extensive involvement
in coaching and leadership
roles has resulted in his induc-
tion into 14 Halls of Fame at
the local, state, and national
levels. His coaching success
has earned him many honors,
including being a finalist for
three national Coach of the
Year awards. His family has
been a source of strength and
support throughout his life and
career.

Larson

NRHEG girls up
record to 14-5
Camryn VanMeldghem scores 1,000th
career point in 71-21 blowout of Medford

Larson
named to
national
hall of fame

The South Central Flyers
girls’ hockey team lost three of
four games last week.

The Flyers, 4-9-2 in the Big
South and 9-14-1, ended the reg-
ular season Monday at Windom.
The section tournament started
Monday, with the semifinals set
for Feb. 8 and the championship
game Feb. 13 at Owatonna.

Big South Standings

WLT     PTS       Ov.
Luverne 12-2-0 24 17-6-2
Marshall 11-1-1 24 20-3-2
MN River 11-1-2 24 17-5-2
Fairmont 7-6-0 14 14-10-1
So. Central 4-9-2 9 9-14-1
New Ulm 3-7-1 7 10-13-2
Worthington 1-11-1 3 5-16-1
Windom 0-12-1 1 6-16-2

CLUTCH PERFORMANCES – Owen Wayne, left, and Charlie Nissen, right, came up big last week as the NRHEG boys’ basketball
team defeated Medford and Bethlehem Academy last week.                                                  s             Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens

The Waseca High School boys’
hockey team defeated Redwood
Valley 13-1 last Tuesday in
Redwood Falls.

The Bluejays improved to 10-1-
1 in the Big South and 15-2-2
overall. Redwood Valley fell to 2-
12-0 and 3-17-0.

Scoring for Waseca: Otto
Schoenrock, Cash Lynch,
Brayden-Hesch Priem, Griffin
Storey, Jude Gehring and Lucas
Groll, with assists by Storey,
Groll, Jayden Gehring, Avery
Selvik, Jackson Tesch, Hunter
Anderson, Henry Huttemier,
Beckett Srp, Hesch-Priem, Jude
Gehring and Schoenrock. Goalie
Carter Martens made 15 saves.

After a Monday game against
Sibley East, the Bluejays host
Jackson County Central Friday at
7:30 p.m. at Waseca Community
Arena.

Big South Standings

WLT   PTS   Overall
Luverne 11-1-1 23 16-3-1
Waseca 10-1-1 21 15-2-2
New Ulm 7-3-0 14 10-9-2
Marshall 7-5-0 14 9-11-0
Minn. River 5-3-0 10 9-8-0
Worthington 5-8-0 10 6-13-0
Windom 4-8-0 8 5-14-1
Redwood V. 2-12-0 4 3-17-0
Fairmont 0-12-0 0 0-18-0

WHS icemen top Redwood Valley,
improving to 10-1-1 in Big South

For Flyers, it’s

playoffs already

NRHEG
boys notch
first victory
Panthers follow
with win No. 2

The NRHEG wrestling team was in action for three
dual meets last week, falling 37-28 to Triton and 50-19
to GMLOKS Tuesday at Dodge Center, and 52-22 to
WEM/JWP at Waterville Thursday.

“We are showing signs of life,” said NRHEG coach
Shawn Larson after Tuesday’s action. “We had a good
night all around. We (coaches) were proud of the efforts
up and down the lineup. Grahm Jacobson had a great
night with two big wins at 107. Harbor Cromwell and
Ryan Schlaak also went unbeaten on the night. We are
happy to see improvement everywhere in our lineup, but
Khaiden Madson is showing a lot of grit right now and
winning matches from what he has learned in a short
time in the sport.”

Jacobson defeated his Triton opponent 10-6 at 107
pounds. Madson won 5-2 at 145, Cromwell prevailed 9-
1 at 160, Ryan Schlaak won by fall at  172, and Wyatt
Larson won by fall at 189. Eli Hendrickson reived a for-
feit at 139.

Against GMLOKS: Jacobson won by fall at 107,

Charles Tufte by 6-2 decision at 114, Madson by tech-
nical fall at 145, Cromwell by 16-3 major decision at
160, Ryan Schlaak by fall at 172.

At Waterville, Owen Schlaak won by fall at 107,
Ryan Schlaak got a pin at 172, and Larson took a tech-
nical fall at 189.

“Our team has youth and inexperience,” said Coach
Larson. “Their team has juniors and seniors with more
time on the mat. The difference was noticeable tonight.
We had great efforts in our wins.”

The Panthers wrestled in The Takedown 22, a tourna-
ment at Maple River, Saturday, coming home with five
placewinners. They were: Ryan Schlaak, second, 172;
Cromwell, third, 160; Larson, fourth, 189; Tufte, fifth,
114; and Jacobson, sixth, 107.

“This was a good performance,” said Coach Larson.
“We are really getting better and that is exciting.”

The Panthers host Kenyon-Wanamingo Thursday at 7
p.m. in New Richland. The section tournament starts
Feb. 13.

NRHEG wrestlers show signs of life



The WEM/JWP High School
wrestling team finished sixth among
14 teams in Saturday’s Takedown on
22 Tournament at Maple River.

Watertown-Mayer won it with
225 points. The Grizzlies totaled
101.

Individual results: 
• 114: Brenden  Masso (WEM-JWP) -

6th

Varsity - Quarterfinals - Brenden

Masso (WEM-JWP) received a bye

Varsity - Semifinals - Garrison Dierks

(Mankato East) over Brenden  Masso

(WEM-JWP) (Fall 2:31)

Varsity - Cons. Semis - Danny Davis

(New Prague) over Brenden  Masso

(WEM-JWP) (Dec 11-8)

Varsity - 5th Place Match - Charles

Tufte (New Richland-H-E-G) over

Brenden  Masso (WEM-JWP) (Dec 17-11)

• 121: Trey Richards (WEM-JWP) - 5th

Varsity - Champ. Round 1 - Trey

Richards (WEM-JWP) received a bye

Varsity - Quarterfinals - Jackson

Stensrud (Mankato East) over Trey

Richards (WEM-JWP) (TF 21-4 5:28)

Varsity - Cons. Round 2 - Trey Richards

(WEM-JWP) over Brayden Becker

(Austin) (Fall 1:36)

Varsity - Cons. Round 3 - Trey Richards

(WEM-JWP) over Dakota Schlaak (New

Richland-H-E-G) (Fall 2:17)

Varsity - Cons. Semis - Isaac Rodriguez

(Jackson County Central) over Trey

Richards (WEM-JWP) (Fall 1:50)

Varsity - 5th Place Match - Trey

Richards (WEM-JWP) over Bly Mettler

(Mankato West) (Dec 13-8)

• 127: Carson Petry (WEM-JWP) - 6th

Varsity - Champ. Round 1 - Carson

Petry (WEM-JWP) over Lewis Foley

(Watertown Mayer- Mayer Luth.) (TF 15-

0 1:09)

Varsity - Quarterfinals - Carson Petry

(WEM-JWP) over Elijah Lofton (New

Prague) (TF 16-0 3:08)

Varsity - Semifinals - Noah  Gonzalez

(Maple River/USC) over Carson Petry

(WEM-JWP) (Inj. [time])

Varsity - Cons. Semis - Jackson Buboltz

(Mankato East) over Carson Petry (WEM-

JWP) (M. For.)

Varsity - 5th Place Match - Elijah

Lofton (New Prague) over Carson Petry

(WEM-JWP) (M. For.)

• 133: Brady  Murphy (WEM-JWP) -

4th

Varsity - Quarterfinals - Isaiah

Gonzalez (Maple River/USC) over Brady

Murphy (WEM-JWP) (Dec 4-1)

Varsity - Cons. Round 1 - Brady

Murphy (WEM-JWP) over Nick Rosevold

(Mankato East) (MD 11-0)

Varsity - Cons. Semis - Brady  Murphy

(WEM-JWP) over Grady Connelly (New

Prague) (Dec 6-0)

Varsity - 3rd Place Match - Sully Marx

(Watertown Mayer- Mayer Luth.) over

Brady  Murphy (WEM-JWP) (Dec 4-1)

• 139: Carson  James (WEM-JWP) - 6th

Varsity - Champ. Round 1 - Parker

Casas (Owatonna) over Carson  James

(WEM-JWP) (Fall 0:38)

Varsity - Cons. Round 1 - Carson  James

(WEM-JWP) received a bye

Varsity - Cons. Round 2 - Carson  James

(WEM-JWP) over Elliot Hall (Chaska-

Chan Stormhawks) (Dec 4-3)

Varsity - Cons. Round 3 - Carson  James

(WEM-JWP) over Brock Stauffer (Martin

County Red Bulls) (M. For.)

Varsity - Cons. Semis - Isaac Pumper

(New Prague) over Carson  James (WEM-

JWP) (TF 15-0 2:10)

Varsity - 5th Place Match - Parker Casas

(Owatonna) over Carson  James (WEM-

JWP) (TF 20-5 3:58)

• 145: Zach  Quast (WEM-JWP) - DNP

Varsity - Champ. Round 1 - Zach  Quast

(WEM-JWP) received a bye

Varsity - Quarterfinals - Torrey  Paplow

(Martin County Red Bulls) over Zach

Quast (WEM-JWP) (Fall 1:00)

Varsity - Cons. Round 2 - Zach  Quast

(WEM-JWP) over Ben Root (WEM-JWP)

(M. For.)

Varsity - Cons. Round 3 - Soren Ehmke

(Mankato West) over Zach  Quast (WEM-

JWP) (Dec 8-5)

• 145: Ben Root (WEM-JWP) - DNP

Varsity - Champ. Round 1 - Nathan

Blaschko (Tri-City United) over Ben Root

(WEM-JWP) (MD 14-0)

Varsity - Cons. Round 1 - Ben Root

(WEM-JWP) received a bye

Varsity - Cons. Round 2 - Zach  Quast

(WEM-JWP) over Ben Root (WEM-JWP)

(M. For.)

• 145: Reed Sammon (WEM-JWP) -

DNP

Varsity - Champ. Round 1 - Karson

Tufte (Watertown Mayer- Mayer Luth.)

over Reed Sammon (WEM-JWP) (Fall

3:34)

Varsity - Cons. Round 1 - Shaune

Peterson (Maple River/USC) over Reed

Sammon (WEM-JWP) (MD 20-8)

• 152: Charles Adams (WEM-JWP) -

DNP

Varsity - Champ. Round 1 - Andrew

Bauer (New Prague) over Charles Adams

(WEM-JWP) (Fall 3:48)

Varsity - Cons. Round 1 - Charles

Adams (WEM-JWP) received a bye

Varsity - Cons. Round 2 - Lucas

Morsching (WEM-JWP) over Charles

Adams (WEM-JWP) (M. For.)

• 152: Lucas Morsching (WEM-JWP) -

DNP

Varsity - Champ. Round 1 - Lucas

Morsching (WEM-JWP) received a bye

Varsity - Quarterfinals - Mason Deutsch

(New Prague) over Lucas Morsching

(WEM-JWP) (Dec 6-1)

Varsity - Cons. Round 2 - Lucas

Morsching (WEM-JWP) over Charles

Adams (WEM-JWP) (M. For.)

Varsity - Cons. Round 3 - Brayden

Mithun (Maple River/USC) over Lucas

Morsching (WEM-JWP) (Dec 8-4)

• 160: Luke  Cahill (WEM-JWP) - DNP

Varsity - Champ. Round 1 - Luke

Cahill (WEM-JWP) received a bye

Varsity - Quarterfinals - Bennett Blom

(Mankato East) over Luke  Cahill (WEM-

JWP) (Fall 2:00)

Varsity - Cons. Round 2 - Luke  Cahill

(WEM-JWP) received a bye

Varsity - Cons. Round 3 - Trenton

Whiteaker (Austin) over Luke  Cahill

(WEM-JWP) (MD 12-2)

• 172: Maddox Moreno (WEM-JWP) -

4th

Varsity - Champ. Round 1 - Maddox

Moreno (WEM-JWP) received a bye

Varsity - Quarterfinals - Maddox

Moreno (WEM-JWP) over RJ Reinardy

(Owatonna) (Dec 13-9)

Varsity - Semifinals - Bryce Burkett

(Watertown Mayer- Mayer Luth.) over

Maddox Moreno (WEM-JWP) (Fall 1:35)

Varsity - Cons. Semis - Maddox

Moreno (WEM-JWP) over Carter Flatland

(Owatonna) (Fall 2:27)

Varsity - 3rd Place Match - Christian

Cupples (Mankato East) over Maddox

Moreno (WEM-JWP) (Fall 1:31)

• 215: Avery Fall (WEM-JWP) - 4th

Varsity - Champ. Round 1 - Avery Fall

(WEM-JWP) received a bye

Varsity - Quarterfinals - Avery Fall

(WEM-JWP) over Gianny  Lopez (Sibley

East) (Dec 4-2)

Varsity - Semifinals - Kyler Burmeister

(Watertown Mayer- Mayer Luth.) over

Avery Fall (WEM-JWP) (TF 18-3 3:09)

Varsity - Cons. Semis - Avery Fall

(WEM-JWP) over Ivan Martin (Martin

County Red Bulls) (SV-1 8-5)

Varsity - 3rd Place Match - Tyler

Thilges (Mankato East) over Avery Fall

(WEM-JWP) (TF 17-1 3:07)

• 285: Keegan Kuball (WEM-JWP) -

1st

Varsity - Champ. Round 1 - Keegan

Kuball (WEM-JWP) over Daniel Petty

(Mankato East) (Fall 1:06)

Varsity - Quarterfinals - Keegan Kuball

(WEM-JWP) over Caelan  Rupert

(Chaska-Chan Stormhawks) (Fall 0:26)

Varsity - Semifinals - Keegan Kuball

(WEM-JWP) over Axel Cardenas (Sibley

East) (Fall 0:43)

Varsity - 1st Place Match - Keegan

Kuball (WEM-JWP) over Samuel

Winkels (Austin) (Dec 12-5)

• 112 Girls: Bre` Ana Masso (WEM-

JWP) - 1st

Girls Varsity - Round 1 - Bre` Ana

Masso (WEM-JWP) over Daisy Clausen

(New Prague) (Fall 5:47)

Girls Varsity - Round 3 - Bre` Ana

Masso (WEM-JWP) over Izabelle

Alejandro (Sibley East) (Fall 0:45)

Girls Varsity - Round 4 - Bre` Ana

Masso (WEM-JWP) over Isabella Rangel

(Sibley East) (Inj. [time])

Girls Varsity - Round 5 - Bre` Ana

Masso (WEM-JWP) over Teva Feit (New

Prague) (Fall 3:13)

• 100 Girls: Payton Miller (WEM-JWP)

- 2nd

Girls Varsity - Round 1 - Payton Miller

(WEM-JWP) over Naileah Quiroz (Martin

County Red Bulls) (Fall 3:28)

Girls Varsity - Round 2 - Payton Miller

(WEM-JWP) over Lily Scholtes (Mankato

East) (Fall 4:16)

Girls Varsity - Round 3 - Anaelyse

Skidmore (WEM-JWP) over Payton

Miller (WEM-JWP) (SV-1 11-8)

• 100 Girls: Anaelyse Skidmore (WEM-

JWP) - 1st

Girls Varsity - Round 1 - Anaelyse

Skidmore (WEM-JWP) over Lily Scholtes

(Mankato East) (Fall 2:49)

Girls Varsity - Round 2 - Anaelyse

Skidmore (WEM-JWP) over Naileah

Quiroz (Martin County Red Bulls) (Fall

1:59)

Girls Varsity - Round 3 - Anaelyse

Skidmore (WEM-JWP) over Payton

Miller (WEM-JWP) (SV-1 11-8)

• 124 Girls: Lilly  Ewert (WEM-JWP) -

3rd

Girls Varsity - Round 1 - Paige

Swanepoel (New Prague) over Lilly

Ewert (WEM-JWP) (Dec 9-6)

Girls Varsity - Round 2 - Trista Gessler

(Tri-City United) over Lilly  Ewert

(WEM-JWP) (Fall 0:32)

Girls Varsity - Round 3 - Lilly  Ewert

(WEM-JWP) over Aubrey Carnesi

(Jackson County Central) (SV-1 5-4)

The Grizzlies wrap up the regular
season tonight at 7 p.m. against
Triton at Dodge Center.
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TRANSITION GAME – Katelyn Olson leads the fast break
for the JWP girls’ basketball team.           Photo by LeAnn Kavitz

SHOW HIM THE LIGHTS – Carson Petry, top, placed sixth as the WEM/JWP wrestling team fin-
ished sixth among 14 schools in Saturday’s Takedown on 22 Tournament at Maple River. The
Grizzlies’ Keegan Kuball, below, won the championship at 285 pounds.            Photos by LeAnn Kavitz

The Janesville-Waldorf-
Pemberton girls’ basketball team
improved to 18-2 overall with a
nonconference 62-53 triumph
over Tri-City United at
Montgomery Friday night.

Mikayla Wheelock led the
Bulldogs with 21 points and frive
rebounds, with Katie Olson total-
ing 15 points and 3 steals and
Nevaeh Weimert also reaching
double figures in scoring with 10.

Others: Presley James 7P, 7R;
Hope Dimmel, 6P, 3R; Kwynn
Krause 3P.

The Bulldogs 5-0 atop the
Gopher Conference West, face
second-place NRHEG Friday in

New Richland.
Gopher Conference West

W-L      Ov.
JWP 5-0 18-2
NRHEG 5-1 14-5
WEM 3-2 12-8
United South Central 1-5 11-10
Medford 0-6 0-21

Gopher Conference East

W-L       Ov.
Triton 7-0 19-2
Hayfield/Schaeffer Ac.5-2 11-9
Bethlehem Academy 3-3 8-10
Randolph 2-4 7-11
Blooming Prairie 2-5 6-15
Kenyon-Wan. 1-6 7-15

The Janesville-Waldorf-
Pemberton High School boys’
basketball team continued an out-
standing season last week, win-
ning 72-40 at St. Clair Saturday
after defeating LeSueur-
Henderson 70-55 at LeSueur
Thursday.

The Bulldogs pulled away in
the second half at St. Clair after
leading 24-20 at halftime.

Individually for JWP: Daulton
Bauer 22 points, 4 rebounds, 11
assists, 4 steals; Parker Gearity
1R; Gavin Bauer 16P, 5R, 5A, 4S,
3 blocked shots; Landon Johnson
7P, 3R, 2A, 3S; Caleb Quast 4P,
4R, 1A, 1B; Seth Dahlberg 1A;
Zander Terbeest 3P, 1R, 2S; Tyson
Kronbach 1S; Jeffrey Simomson
5P, 6R, 1A; Isaiah Berndt 5P, 6R,
1A, 1S; Gavin Weedman 1R, 2S;
Ethan Born 10P, 6R, 1A.

At LeSueur, the Bulldogs bolted
to a 39-23 halftime advantage and
cruised from there.

Individually: D.Bauer 16P, 6R,
6A; G.Bauer 21P, 6R, 4A, 4S, 2B;

Johnson 12P, 5R, 3A, 3S; Quast
4P, 4R, 3A, 3S; Weedman 8P, 3R,
1A; Born 4R.

The Bulldogs, 4-0 in the
Gopher Conference West and 13-4
overall, played at winless
Medford Monday. They host
NRHEG Friday at 7:15 p.m. and
play at home Feb. 10 against
Sibley East at 7:15.

Gopher Conference West

W-L        Ov.
JWP 4-0 13-4
WEM 3-1 9-8
United South Central 3-2 7-12
NRHEG 1-4 3-15
Medford 0-4 0-15

Gopher Conference East

W-L       Ov.
Triton 5-0 14-5
Blooming Prairie 4-2 13-5
Randolph 4-2 8-11
Kenyon-Wan. 3-3 11-9
Hayfield 1-5 7-12
Bethlehem Academy 0-5 1-15
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LIVE AUCTION WEBSITE & SHOP
   FOR LOCALS, BY LOCALS!

Turn your quality items into cash 
at WaSeekers! Write a short 
description, bring your items in 
and they will go on WaSeekers 
next auction. We sell just about 
anything! WaSeekers takes in 
new & gently used items, lists 
them on our online auction 
platform, & displays them in our 
safe & secure store where you 
can inspect them in person!

Tons more to see!  •  waseekersonlineauction.com 
or come in person at: 1372 South State Street, Waseca

507-833-SEEK(7335) 

WASEEKERONLINEAUCTION.COM

Store hours: W-T-F: 10 am – 6 pm, 
Sat: 9 am – noon

NEW AUCTION
ENDS EVERY
WED, 8pm!

Contact Tina Mittelsteadt
507-351-4608

tina@waseekersonlineauction.com
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Grizzlies 6th
among 14
teams in
tournament

JWP girls trounce TCU

JWP boys improve to 13-4
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Got news? 
507-837-6767

We are accepting 
applications for:

1 bedroom apartments
Income guidelines apply

Vouchers accepted

2 bedroom & 3 bedroom 
Rent based on income

Professionally managed by:

SUMMIT
ON SECOND

APARTMENTS
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL

507-201-3474

Johnson  
APARTMENTS 

507-456-9514 
Operating in 

Waseca, Steele, 
Freeborn  
Counties 

johnsonrents.com

L E G A L  N O T I C E S
STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF WASECA 
 

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
DISTRICT COURT 

PROBATE DIVISION 
Court File No.: 81-PR-25-26 

In Re: Estate of  
SANDRA E. POPIEL, 

Decedent  
NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEAR-

ING  
ON PETITION FOR FORMAL 
PROBATE OF WILL AND AP-
POINTMENT OF PERSONAL 

REAPRESENTATIVE IN UNSU-
PERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

—————————————— 
TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS: 
     It is Ordered and Notice is hereby 
given that on the 12th day of March, 
2025, at 9:00  a.m., a hearing will be 

held in the above Court at Waseca, 
Minnesota, for the formal probate of 
an instrument purporting to be the 
will of the above named decedent, 
dated February 4, 2020, and for the 
appointment of Collette Berg whose 
address is 917 10th Ave NW, Waseca, 
MN 56093, as Personal Representa-
tive of the Estate of the above named 
decedent in unsupervised administra-
tion, and that any objections thereto 
must be filed with the Court. That, if 
proper and no objections are filed, a 
Personal Representative will be ap-
pointed to administer the Estate, to 
collect all assets, to pay all legal 
debts, claims, taxes and expenses, to 
sell real and personal property, and to 
do all necessary acts for the Estate.  
Upon completion of the administra-
tion, the representative shall file a 
final account for the allowance and 
shall distribute the estate to the per-
sons thereunto entitled as ordered by 

the Court, and close the estate.   
     Notice is further given that ALL 
CREDITORS having claims against 
said Estate are required to present the 
same to said Personal Representative 
or to the Court Administrator within 
four months after the date of this No-
tice or said claims will be barred. 
 
Dated: 01-21-2025   

 /s/ Carol M. Hanks             
Judge of District Court 

/s/ Shannon Asselin 
 Deputy Court Administrator 

    
PATTON, HOVERSTEN & BERG, 
P.A. 
Ellie J. James, #505790 
215 E Elm Ave, PO Box 249                           
Waseca, MN 56093 
Phone: 507-835-5240 

Published in the Waseca County 
Pioneer on Jan. 30 and Feb. 6, 2025

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF WASECA 
PROBATE COURT 
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
Probate Court Division 
Court File No. 81-PR-24-907 
In Re: Estate of  
SHIRLEY J. BURDICK, 

Deceased  
NOTICE INFORMAL APPOINT-
MENT OF ADMINISTRATOR 
AND  
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
------------------------------------------- 
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 
     Notice is hereby given that an ap-
plication for informal appointment of 
administrator of the above named 
decedent’s estate has been filed with 
the Registrar herein, and the applica-
tion has been granted informally ad-
ministrating such estate. Any 
objection may be filed in the above 

name Court, and the same will be 
heard by the Court upon notice of 
hearing fixed for such purpose. 
     Notice is hereby further given that 
informal appointment of Debra J. 
Heine, whose address is 18680 
Walmer St, Stilwell, KS 66085, as 
personal representative of the estate 
of the above named decedent, has 
been made.  Any heir, devisee or 
other interested person may be enti-
tled to appointment as personal rep-
resentative or may object to the 
appointment of the personal repre-
sentative and the personal representa-
tive is empowered to fully administer 
the estate including, after 30 days 
from the date of issuances of his 
letters, the power to sell, encumber, 
lease or distribute real estate, unless 
objections thereto are filed with the 
Court (pursuant to Section 524.3-
607) and the Court otherwise orders 

     Notice is further given that ALL 
CREDITORS having claims against 
said estate are required to present the 
same to said personal representative 
or to the Court Administrator within 
four months after the date of this no-
tice or said claims will be barred. 
Dated: 01/06/2025   
 /s/ Deanna Verdick 
Deputy Probate Registrar 
/s/ Shannon Asselin 
Court Administrator 
 
PATTON HOVERSTEN & BERG, 
P.A. 
Ellie J. James, #505790 
215 E Elm Ave, PO Box 249 
Waseca, MN 56093 
Phone: 507-835-5240 
Published in the Waseca County 
Pioneer on Jan. 30 and Feb. 6, 2025

MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUY

ENTERTAINMENTHELP WANTED
MDA HIRING FOREST PEST 

(SPONGY MOTH) SURVEYORS 
The Minnesota Department of Agriculture

is hiring temp. intermittent Surveyors (Ag 

Technicians) for the 2025 Spongy Moth 

Trapping Survey season. $20.21/hr.+ mile-

age reimbursement. View job post (Job 

I.D. 83443) & apply online through Feb-

ruary 28th: https://mn.gov/mmb/careers.

MDA is an equal opportunity employer 

& provider. Questions: 651/201-6692

or natasha.northrop@state .mn.us 

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 

Any condition. Easy three step pro-

cess: Call, get cash off er and get paid. 

Get your fair cash off er today by call-

ing Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

BOB’S BASEBALL TOURS 
Travel to Fenway Park, Wrigley 

Field & other destinations on 

Bob’s Baseball Tours. Call or text 

for free brochure: 507/217-1326

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 

assist the blind and visually 

impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 

vehicle pickup and secure a generous 

tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 

the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

GET DISH 

satellite TV + internet! Free install, free 

HD-DVR upgrade, 80,000 on-demand 

movies, plus limited time up to $600 

in gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309 

BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just 

$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 

low price! Call today and get the latest 

iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621 

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 

Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 

Top-of-the-line installation and ser-

vice. Now featuring our FREE shower 

package and $1600 Off  for a limited 

time! Call today! Financing avail-

able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882 

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution fo� any-

one who struggles on the stairs, 

is concerned about a fall or wants to 

regain access to their entire home. 

Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506 
ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience of 1.3 million readers!!! 612-332-8844

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (833) 937-2593 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 

and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2593
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles 

due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt25

Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

Free Pickup & Towing.

Top Tax Deduction.

Job Description: Join iWealth, a client-focused wealth management firm, as 
an Associate Wealth Advisor (AWA). This role offers a pathway to becoming 
a financial advisor, starting with 6-12 months as a Client Service Associate 
(CSA) to learn operations and client engagement.

Responsibilities: Assist with paperwork, client files, and compliance. Sup-
port client meetings and participate in events. Develop financial strategies, 
manage portfolios, and provide planning guidance as you transition to ad-
vising clients.

Requirements: Bachelor’s degree preferred, not required. Strong computer 
and communication skills. Obtain Series 7, Series 66, and Life/Health Insur-
ance licenses.

Compensation:  Competitive pay, bonuses, 401(k) match, and paid time off.

Apply at info@iwealth4me.com or deliver your resume to 213 15th Ave NE, 
Waseca, MN. Questions? Call 507-835-9111.

Job Title: Associate Wealth Advisor (AWA)
Location: Waseca, MN / Mankato, MN

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

www.iwealth4me.com
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Our Services
• Tax Planning & Return Preparation Services
• Estate and Trust Planning & Tax Preparation
• Financial Planning
• Accounting Services
• Bookkeeping
• Payroll Services

Hours: 
Mon - Thu

8 am - 4 pm
Fri

8 am - 12 pm

115 North State Street, 
Waseca, MN 56093
(507) 201-2484   

I’m Daniel J. Johnson. For the past 
13 years, I’ve proudly served our 
community by o昀ering personal-
ized accounting services for you 
and your small business. From 

tax preparation and bookkeeping 
to 昀nancial planning, I’m here to 
provide you with professional, 

trustworthy, and reliable assistance. 
Let’s work together and make your 

昀nancial dreams a reality!

Waseca, MN – Waseca’s Business 
Professionals of America (BPA) 
chapter was a dominant force at their 
Regional Competition on Wednes-
day, January 8.  After competing 
against over 300 students from ten 
area schools, 20 Waseca BPA 
members have qualified for the State 
Leadership Conference in Minnea-
polis this March. 

BPA is the nation’s leading career 
and technical student organization, 
providing members the opportunity 
to develop skills and leadership abil-
ities, further their knowledge, and 
prepare for a career in a variety of 
areas including business administra-
tion, finance & accounting, infor-
mation technology, video production, 
human resources, computer pro-
gramming, graphic design, small 
business & entrepreneurship, and 

health services. 
Advisor Sandy Schumacher 

shared this is one of the largest 
number of students Waseca has ever 
had compete at Regionals, as well as 
the largest number of State Trip 
winners, and all of those who partic-
ipated deserve credit for their com-
mitment. 

“These kids put in incredible 
amounts of time and effort into learn-
ing new skills, creating projects, and 

preparing for their events, and this is 
a huge achievement,” said Schu-
macher. 

Students competed individually 
and in teams in a variety of cate-
gories where they demonstrated their 
knowledge and a variety of skills by 
taking a test, creating a project, giv-
ing a speech, or presenting to a 
judge. 

“BPA is not only a great opportu-
nity for students to network with 
their peers, but every judge is also 
someone in the industry, so it’s a 
great chance for them to create rela-
tionships with leaders in the work-
force they’re soon going to enter,” 
said Schumacher. 

In addition to competing, students 
also participated in a service drive 
and gave back to the community 
through a donation drive to Family 
Promise of Greater Rochester, whose 
mission is to assist families at risk of 
or experiencing homelessness to 
achieve sustainable independence by 
providing person-centered, holistic 
services in collaboration with the 
greater community. 

The State BPA Conference and 
Competition to be held March 6-8 
against 2,000 other students from 
schools across the state  

 

Waseca High School State Qual-
ifiers: 

•     Administrative Support Re-
search Project 

o    Layla Keith-2nd Place 
•     Broadcast News Production 

Team 
o    Team 1-Caden Danner, Isaah 

Johnson, & Lucas McQuery-4th 
Place 

•     Computer Modeling 
o    Kendra Young-1st Place 
•     Entrepreneurship 
o    Lizzy Manthe-4th Place 
•     Fundamental Word Processing 
o    Katlyn McMurphy-2nd Place 
•     Health Administration Proce-

dures 
o    Collin Dettmer-5th Place 
•     Human Resource Manage-

ment 
o    Sophie Chawra-2nd Place 
•     Intermediate Word Processing 
o    Sophie Chawra-1st Place 
•     Interview Skills 
o    Lexi Kanewischer-1st Place 
•     Payroll Accounting 
o    Tyler Jellum-10th Place 
•     Podcast Production Team 
o    Team 1-Natalie Berndt, Lexi 

Brinkman, Paige Dufault Andy Vas-
quez-Neigebauer-1st Place 

o    Team 2-Kendall Bowers, 
Addie Pfeifer, Takara Slater-3rd 
Place 

o    Team 3-Sierra Krause, Lizzy 
Manthe, Gracie Morgan-4th Place 

o    Team 5-Katie Olson, Madison 
Rasche, Ellery Waldron-5th Place 

•     Prepared Speech 
o    Taylor Markeson-3rd Place 
•     Presentation Team 
o    Team 2-Ava Bruhn, Layla 

Keith, Kennedy Lynch-3rd Place 

Waseca advances 20 BPA Students to state

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. & its Operating Companies,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 2/20 – 21237785

 Matthew R. Petsinger Agency, LLC 

 Matthew Petsinger, Agent 
  
 teampetsinger@amfam.com 
 (507) 835-2770 

“Prosecutor’s 
Perspective”
I’m Rachel Cornelius, the 

Waseca County Attorney.  County 
attorneys are elected every four 
years, always the same year as the 
sheriff.  I’ve been the elected 
Waseca County Attorney since 
2019.  I’ve been in the Waseca 
County attorney’s office for 19 
years.  Our office is located in the 
basement level of the courthouse. 
Our office staffs four attorneys 
(myself included) as well as two 
paralegals.  You are likely to see 
myself and the other attorneys in 
court, as well as at county board 
meetings, speaking engagements 
to the students at the schools (more 
about this in a future column), 
meetings with law enforcement 
and child protection, as well as 
consulting with department heads 
on issues that involve county 
matters.  The majority of our days 
are spent in court attending hear-
ings, as well as reviewing police 
reports, making charging deci-
sions, preparing for future hear-
ings, and negotiating outcomes 
with other attorneys. 

The most common question I 
get asked is, “what does a county 
attorney do?” The county attorney 
is the chief prosecutor in Waseca 
County.  We prosecute all crimes 
occurring within the boundary of 
Waseca County, everything from 
petty misdemeanor traffic citations 
up to felony murder.  The second-
most common question I get is: 
"Oh, so you defend people?"  No:  
Prosecutors charge crimes.  Public 
defenders and defense attorneys 
represent the defendants.  Recently 
I drafted a mission statement for 
the Waseca County Attorney's Of-
fice.  It reads: Pursuing justice and 
accountability by ethical and zeal-
ous prosecution, while protecting 
victims, through collaboration with 
justice partners, and effectively 

representing 
W a s e c a 
County. 

What does 
that actually 
mean?  As a 
p rosecu to r, 
my job is to 
seek justice.  
The only way 
I can do that 

is by prosecuting people suspected 
of a crime ethically, yet zealously.  
It’s a balancing act.  Prosecutors 
have an ethical obligation to not 
pursue cases where we do not be-
lieve we can prove the crime oc-
curred beyond a reasonable doubt.  
We review cases with an eye as to 
whether we can prove all the legal 
elements of the crime.  If we can't, 
we talk to law enforcement about 
what we are missing and determine 
whether there is other evidence 
that can be gathered to prove the 
charges.  We have wonderful part-
nerships with all of our law en-
forcement agencies in Waseca (city 
and county), Janesville and New 
Richland.  If evidence is lacking, 
we will decline charges.  If new 
evidence comes to light, we will 
re-review to see whether we are 
able to charge it or not.  If we do 
charge a case, we work zealously 
to pursue justice. To be a “zealous 
advocate” means that we will pur-
sue our case within the bounds of 
the law.   The County Attorney's 
Office also represents the county in 
civil matters and provides advice 
to the county board and other de-
partment heads.  The County At-
torney's office also represents 
MNPrairie (our human services 
collaborative with Steele and 
Dodge Counties) in matters of 
child protection, adult protection, 
child support, guardianships, con-
servatorships and commitments.     

I'm hoping to make this column 
a semi-regular feature in the 
Waseca Pioneer; I hope you learn 
something and enjoy the content.  
Nothing I write about in these ar-
ticles is to be treated as legal ad-
vice, nor does it establish an 
attorney-client relationship.  

Cornelius

DELIVERS LOVE!

Who do you love?

ORDER EARLY! 
VALENTINES DAY         FEB 14

Students pictured: Max Howard, Maddie Tuma, Takara Slattery, Peyton Kalbow, Ryleigh Ebnet, Zoey Dunn, Addie Pfeifer, Taylor 
Markeson (crutches), Natalie Berndt, Sierra Krause, Gracie Morgan, Aniyah Williams, Lexi Kanewischer, Kendall Bowers, Madison 
Rasche, Katlyn McMurphy, Lizzy Manthe, Sophie Chawra, Dakotah Marik, Ellery Waldron, Henri Wobschall, Tauston Rupe, Layla 
Keith, Collin Dettmer (BPA Sweatshirt), Katie Olson, Kaleb Farris, Joe Mixteco-Perez, Ava Bruhn, Tyler Jellum, Kennedy Lynch Own 
Arnold, Paige Dufault, Andy Vasquez-Neigebauer, Kendra Young, Isaah Johnson, Chelsea Richardson, Karissa Yerhot, Bennett Lud-
wig, Camila Marquez, Koltyn Quillen, Naveiah Pickett, Cejay Pickett, Lucas McQuery, Damarius Russell, Caden Danner. Students 
not pictured: Claire Dieker, Alexis Brinkman, Oliver Mulcahy, and Haley Muntean.                 Pioneer photo by Ben Revermann

 “These kids put incredible amounts 
of time and effort into learning new 
skills, creating projects, and preparing 
for their events. This is a huge 
achievement.”       — Sandy Schumacher

Waseca Music 
C O M P A N Y

5 0 7 - 8 3 5 - 2 9 8 0
1 1 1  S o u t h  S t a t e  S t r e e t

YOUR LOCAL MUSIC STORE
Band Instruments • Repairs

Guitars • CD, DVD, & Vinyl
Got news? 
507-837-6767
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