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Suspect 
arrested 
after 
Waldorf 
break-in 

On Thursday morning, Janu-
ary 23 the Waseca County 911 
Dispatch Center received notifi-
cation that someone appeared to 
have broken into Papa Olie’s 
Bar and Grill on South Main 
Street in Waldorf and caused 
damage in-
side.  Law En-
f o r c e m e n t 
responded and 
found an un-
locked door.  
The business 
was checked 
and found to 
be unoccu-
pied.  There 
was heavy in-
terior damage to the business 
and items had been stolen.  The 
subsequent investigation identi-
fied the suspect as 30 year old 
female Ashley Rocheford of 
Crosby, MN.  She was arrested 
without incident and charged in 
Waseca District Court with mul-
tiple felony crimes including 
burglary, theft, possession of 
burglary tools, and criminal 

Rocheford

Kim Harty, Barbara 
Baeur artist reception 
January 30 at Waseca 
Art Center 

A reception for exhibiting art-
ists Kim Harty and Barbara 
Baeur will be from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 30 at the Waseca 
Art Center, 200 North State St. 

———————————— 
“Adult Carnival” at 
Waseca American  
Legion Jan. 31 

The Waseca American Le-
gion’s annual “adult carnival” 
will begin at 5 p.m. Friday, Janu-
ary 31. The evening will include 
adult-themed games and activ-
ities, both silent and live (9 p.m.) 
auctions, and food for sale in-
cluding coney dogs, onion rings, 
and more. 

———————————— 
One-Act Play  
competition all day 
Feb. 1 at WHS 
Performing Arts Center 

The Waseca Junior Senior 
High School performing arts 
center will be the location of sec-
tion competition for regional one 
act play productions. Six 30-mi-
nute plays will be presented; 
doors open at 9:30, plays begin 
at 10 a.m. Start times for the re-
mainder of the day are 10:55, 
11:50, 1:00, 1:55 and 2:55. Ad-
mission is $10 for adults, $5 for 
students: enter through the west 
doors. Anyone interested in vol-
unteering is invited to contact 
Anna Pollack at 
pola@Waseca.k12.mn.us. 

———————————— 
Cookie Decorating 
Class with Sweet Q’s 
Cookie Co. at WJSH 
room 327 Sat., Feb. 1 

There will be a cookie dec-
orating class at the Waseca Jun-
ior Senior High School room 
327 from 10-11:30 a.m. Sat-
urday, Feb. 1. Price is $50, no 
baking or icing prep included. 

———————————— 
DIY Doormat class at 
the Indian Island  
Winery Sat., Feb. 1 

There will be a do-it-yourself 
doormat class at the Indian Is-
land Winery at 1 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 1. 

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

Though the project is working its 
way through some extensive plan-
ning stages, excitement runs high at 
the Waterville State Fish Hatchery 
for some long-awaited upgrades due 
to enter the construction phase in the 
spring of 2026. 

Waterville Area Fisheries Office 
and State Fish Hatchery Supervisor 

Craig Soupir points out the 120-acre 
facility located along Lake Tetonka 
was constructed in the 1950s and, 
more importantly, with very different 
work in mind than it has come to be 
used for. 

According to Soupir, the 10 
members of the office and hatchery 
staff take on the task of managing 
about 120 lakes as well as many 
rivers located in Blue Earth, Dodge, 

Faribault, Freeborn, LeSueur,  
Mower, Rice, Steele and Waseca 
counties. This includes monitoring 
water quality elements which affect 
fish and–most important to area an-
glers–adjusting fish populations in a 
number of ways, most notably by 
stocking popular game fish.  

He goes on to note that, in the 

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

According to Craig Soupir, su-
pervisor of the Department of Nat-
ural Resources Waterville area 
fishery, Waseca’s two lakes have 
major roles in the regional fish 
management plan. At this time of 
year, Soupir says, it has been stan-
dard practice for decades to send 
fishery staff to measure oxygen 
levels, ice thickness and “fishing 
pressure”--also known as the 

number of fishhouses–on about 70 
lakes in the nine-county area the 
facility serves. 

Soupir wants area anglers to 
know that, while no ice is ever 
100-percent safe, the 12 to 14 
inches of ice currently covering 
area bodies of water is probably 
acceptable for four-wheelers and 
snowmobiles, but it is still mar-
ginal for full-sized vehicles.  He 

Snow Week

It’s snow week at Waseca High 
School from Feb. 3-7. Coronation 
and a pepfest will be on Thursday 
Feb. 6, at 9:32 a.m., in the Waseca 
Performing Arts Center (PAC), fol-
lowed by pictures. A semi-formal 
snow dance for students will cap off 
Thursday evening from 8 to 10:30 
p.m. in the high school commons.  

Candidates for queen are: Callie 
Dufault, daughter of Barry and Sta-
cey Dufault; Sierra Krause, daughter 
of Tom and Chris Krause; Siri 
Kuhns, daughter of Dan Kuhns and 

Nicole Wangen; Lizzy Manthe, 
daughter of Justin and Cindy Man-
the; Gracie Morgan, daughter of 
Dean and Barb Morgan; Takara Slat-
tery, daughter of Jude and Krystal 
Slattery. 

For king: Hunter Anderson, son of 
Allen and Heidi Anderson; Adian 
Androli, son ofJason and Danielle 
Androli; Lucas Groll, son of Jason 
Groll and Patty Smith; Brayden 
Hesch-Priem, son of Nick and Molly 
Ulschmid, and the late Billy Hesch-
Priem; David Hodgkins son of Troy 

and Donna Hodgkins; Jackson 
Tesch, son of Bert and Stephanie 
Tesch. 

The week is kicked off with a stu-
dent pepfest on Friday morning 
January 31.  

Dress up days are scheduled for 
students throughout the week begin-
ning on Monday, with Monochro-
matic Monday (dress in a single 
color), followed by: WRONG 
EVENT, Dress to UNimpress, 
Teachers vs. Students, and Team 
Theme or School Spirit. 

Friday, students are encouraged to 
show their school spirit and wear stu-
dent colors and/or colors represent-
ing their dodgeball team in 
preparation for an afternoon pep rally 
and student dodgeball tournament. A 
senior social will take place at 12:25 
p.m. Afterwards, at 1:05 p.m. there 
will be a “Geography Bee.” 

Windows, doors, and signs 
throughout the school will be color-
fully decorated by students for the 
week-long celebration. 

Waseca snow week at a glance

Waldorf continued on 12

Minnesota Beauties

A Southern Minnesota Pageant Competition was held Saturday night, January 25 at the Waseca High School Performing Arts Center. The following ladies were crowned:  Miss Owatonna Teen: 
Kaylee Smith; Miss South Central Teen: Amaya Raths; Miss Waseca County Sleigh & Cutter Teen: Paige Johnson; Miss Owatonna: Jasmin Kotek; Miss South central: Lainey Donahue; Miss Waseca 
County Sleigh & Cutter: May Diddy. 

Under plans for expansion and improvement, the Waterville Fish Hatchery's original block struc-
ture will remain and be remodeled. Another building will be added to the grounds. 

The DNR counts fishing pressure on Waseca's Clear Lake 
as "moderate" compared to prior years. Nearly 200 fishing 
structures were counted during a recent survey of the lake.

Loon, Clear Lakes play role 
in area fish management plan

Lake continued on 6

Waterville fish hatchery due for  
significant upgrades, expansion, in 2026

Hatchery continued on 5

Candidates for Waseca Snow King, back from left: Brayden Hesch-Priem, David Hodgkins, Hunter Anderson, Jackson Tesch, 
Lucas Groll and Adian Androli. For Queen: Front Row:Sierra Krause, Siri Kuhns, Callie Dufault, Gracie Morgan, Takara Slattery and 
Elizabeth Manthe.

He sent redemp-
tion to his people; he 
has commanded his 
covenant forever. 
Holy and awesome 
is his name! 

Psalm 111:9

A word from 
The Word



I have been thinking about my future 
a lot lately, perhaps mostly because it’s 
currently the thing giving me the most 
anxiety. So much change, so many un-
knowns, most of them positive (I hope). 

It feels as though I am at a point in 
my life where things are good, things 
are great, but they have an expiration 
date. I will finish college in about three 
to four months and all the norms I have 
been living with for the past four years 
will change. And first there are a lot of 
things I need to do in order to prepare.  

High on the list is looking for a new 
place to live. As much as I love the 
apartment I have been at for three years, 
it’s time to move on. My plants need a 
new house where they can expand. 

Just as important is finding a job. The 
options are almost limitless, but I’m 
scared I am going to have to settle for a 
“lukewarm” position–one that won’t 
advance my learning, skills, and 
knowledge.  

Or, if I get a job that steers away 
from the tasks and expectations of jour-
nalism that I’ve been used to, will I ever 
be able to go back if I want to? Besides, 
it’s stressful looking for a job. It turns 

out that scouring LinkedIn, Google, or 
whatever place I think of to see what’s 
out there is a lot more work than I orig-
inally thought it was going to be.  

I thought about how many decisions 
in life have powerful impact on who we 
are, who we become. If I hadn’t de-
cided to go to the University of Minne-
sota, I would not have acquired the 
friends I have, the opportunities I have 
gotten, or the experience and skill I 
have gained: All those have worked to-
gether to build the boundaries of who I 
have become. So many factors work to-
gether: If I had not attended the U of M 
AND chosen to live in my current 
apartment, I might never have met my 
boyfriend.  

If I had not decided to work at the 
Pioneer, I would not have learned more 
about Waseca, and probably would not 
have gotten my current job as manag-
ing editor at the Daily. I would not have 
learned how much I love journalism.  

If I had not decided to fill in for my 
mom working at the bar, I probably 
wouldn’t have learned to stand up for 
myself the way I can now…would 
have let more people push me around.  

Those are just things I think about as 
I try to make life-changing decisions. 
Life being what it is, I will look back at 
this new set of decisions and see how 
they will have contributed to that future 
life I am working to build.  

I don’t know, maybe some people 

will say I am just overthinking things. 
That may be true, since fixating on de-
tail is a tendency of mine.  

But you’re probably super curious 
about my classes and life as a penniless 
college student, right? (You can say no, 
just not to my face, please.  

I am taking two legit classes, Mass 
Media in the U.S. and Community 
Journalism Practicum, and then also 
my thesis class and pep band class, 
which I actually get credit for. But this 
light courseload means my days are 
mostly spent trying to figure out what 
to do with myself, going to the gym, 
doing the little bit of homework I have, 
and sleeping. It’s quite a drastic change 
of pace from last semester, but one I 
like. I find myself thinking, though, 
since it’s my last semester, I might as 
well relax and appreciate the gentle 
pace.  

My Determination: “Knowing is 
better than wondering. Waking is better 
than sleeping, and even the biggest fai-
lure, even the worst, beats the hell out 
of never trying." -Meredith Grey, 
Grey’s Anatomy 

What job will I have? Where will I live? How will I survive?

Across a lifetime, one picks up a 
skill or two. 

I previously wrote a column about 
how I learned to juggle thanks to a 
(youthful, unrealistic) attraction to 
someone who knew how. 

Another skill I acquired along the 
way is cutting snowflakes. Set me 
down in the company of some scis-
sors and undefended paper some-
time, and watch what happens. I can 
make that piece of paper into lace. 

I also learned, somewhere along 
the way, to fold a remarkably grace-
ful traditional German paper orna-
ment–the sort they made back in the 
time before family heirloom pieces 
were made out of blown glass. 
Rather than being fragile and stored 
away carefully for 11 months of the 
year, this “heirloom” lived from gen-
eration to generation in the memories 
and skills they led people to acquire. 

Another thing I am exceptionally 
skilled at is–for lack of a better 
word–braiding. I am not talking 
about the familiar three-strand braid 
commonly used for long hair, nor 
about “French braiding.” The braids 
I hope you can call to mind are com-
monly put on keychains. Young chil-
dren often learn to make them “at 
camp,” where they are a typical craft. 

Nearly everyone learns to make 
the “square” braid, but just like with 
making snowflakes, this is a craft I 

have experimented with over time 
until–I do not believe I am overstat-
ing when I say–I have become a pos-
itive master at it. 

When I name these various skills, 
I do not mean to brag. I am sure we 
all carry our own collection of ac-
quired, incidental abilities. They are 
the enjoyable little novelties of life 
that we pull out and dust off every 
once in a while. 

No, I mention these skills because 
I can name something even better 
than having them. 

Teaching them. 
Over time, I have taught all the 

skills mentioned in this column–and 
a couple more–to others. I have 
watched as they acquired an under-
standing of the needed dexterity, 
often after facing frustration or even 
overcoming the belief they cannot 
learn it. I have seen them go on to be-
come capable, then skilled, and, in 
some cases, to “exceed their teacher” 
by becoming better at it than I am. 

Until they are in my place some-
day, I believe those learners will be 
unable to understand the pleasure it 
brought me to see them learn. 

To be truthful, I’m not even sure I 
can explain it. Why is it more valu-
able to me to know I taught others 
how to do something than it is 
simply to know the skill? 

The impetus behind this particular 

topic is that I recently volunteered to 
teach braiding to an NRHEG com-
munity education class aimed at 
upper elementary students. I had sev-
eral spools of the flat braiding “lace” 
typically used for the craft, and 
thought maybe I could get them used 
up and gone. But as soon as the class 
was arranged for, guess what I did?  
I acquired more colors of “lace” so 
braiding would be more fun for my 
students: So much for “used up and 
gone.” 

The first group was small, but oh 
it was a pleasure to work with them. 
They were delighted with the con-

cept and excited about acquiring the 
skill. With only a brief explanation, 
they got to work quickly, and the 
inches of keychain braid started to 
build up. 

Yes, those first products were a bit 
uneven and lumpy, but they showed 
impressive promise for the braids to 
follow. I have no doubt those fleet-
fingered little apprentices will some-
day become masters of the craft. 

But for now, I still have the privi-
lege of teaching them: I can’t wait 
until the session when I get to show 
them the triple-string twist. 

A skill I acquired 
along the way

by Deb Bently
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Compostings
by Al Batt

The best kind of people
ECHOES FROM THE 

LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING 
 That movie I saw last week was 

excellent. I wanted to read the 
book, too, but I couldn’t. 

 Why not? 
 It was too dark in the theater. 

 
DRIVING BY BRUCE'S 

DRIVE 
 I have a wonderful neighbor 

named Bruce. Whenever I pass his 
drive, thoughts occur to me. Ev-
erything was nearly copacetic 
when my phone vibrated. The 
caller was from the south. He 
asked me where I was from. I told 
him I was from Minnesota. His 
follow-up question was,  

“Why?” His comments con-
cluded with, “The weather there.” 
A couple of weeks later, his ad-
dress was dumped on by more 
snow than the snow-removal folks, 
if there were any, knew what to do 
with. Winter weather in the south 
should eliminate many of those 
kinds of questions for the rest of 
the winter. No matter where they 
live, people have their own winter 
miseries to deal with.  

 The day hadn’t greeted me 
warmly. I went for a walk when it 
was -20 on my local path. By it-
self, that was an order to cease and 
desist, but there was also enough 
of a wind to make my nose want to 
run back home. I finished the walk 
slightly chilled. Once in the 
friendly confines of my humble 
abode, I opened the freezer to 
warm the house. 

 It was the kind of day that made 
my neighbor Crandall find cheer-
fulness hard to take. Crandall likes 
to waddle away from his ingrown 
La-Z-Boy just long enough to peek 
out the window to see if there 
might be a Bigfoot doing the 
hokey pokey in his yard. 

 I grew up in a cold bedroom. 
How cold was it? I needed to 
scrape the thick frost off my win-
dows to see out of them in June. I 
kept a chair close to the bed so I 
could put on a T-shirt and jeans be-
fore heading down to the shower in 
the basement. 

 
I’VE LEARNED 

 Every shopping cart is an auto-
biography. 

 On the TV show “Lassie,” 
Timmy never once, in the show’s 
571 episodes, fell into a well. 

 I visited Harvey Benson of Har-
mony at his rural home, which has 
a lovely and lengthy driveway. 
That means when Harvey turns 
into his drive, it’s still a long jour-
ney to get home. 

 According to Climate Zone, 
Des Moines gets 134 days a year 
where the minimum temperature is 
below freezing temperatures, 

Rochester gets 134, Minneapolis 
receives 156, Duluth 184 and In-
ternational Falls is blessed with 
197 days. 

 WalletHub compared all 50 
states across 31 key indicators of a 
positive commute with data set 
ranging from average gas prices to 
rush-hour traffic congestion to 
road quality. Kansas was the best 
state to drive in and Hawaii the 
worst. Iowa ranked 4th and Min-
nesota 12th. 
https://wallethub.com/edu/best-
worst-states-to-drive-in/43012 

 
BAD JOKES  

DEPARTMENT 
 How do nudists clean their eye-

glasses? 
 The city of Two Bits has recy-

cling bins labeled: Woulda bin, 
Coulda bin and Shoulda bin. 

 My neighbor Cruella said: “My 
husband thinks he’s a lawn mower. 
I’m taking him to a doctor just as 
soon as the neighbor returns him.” 

 
NATURE NOTES 

 “Why is an oak tree keeping its 
leaves in the winter?” It’s called 
marcescence and is a juvenile trait. 
Theories abound as to what benefit 
a tree derives from persistent 
leaves. The dead, dry leaves might 
make the tree unpalatable to deer. 
The living snow fence of leaves 
might trap moisture for a tree to 
use. Marcescence could preserve 
leaves for mulch in the spring. Or 
it might be just to give us some-
thing to wonder about. Nonnative 
buckthorn leafs out early and re-
tains its leaves late into the fall, 
creating dense shade that helps it 
outcompete many native plants.  

 “Did Ben Franklin really want 
the turkey to be our national bird?” 
The story about Benjamin Franklin 
wanting the national bird to be a 
turkey is a popular myth. Franklin 
wrote a letter to his daughter criti-
cizing the original eagle design for 
the Great Seal, saying that it 
looked like a turkey. In that letter, 
Franklin wrote that the “Bald 
Eagle...is a Bird of bad moral 
Character. He does not get his Liv-
ing honestly…[he] is too lazy to 
fish for himself.” Franklin noted 
that compared to a bald eagle, a 
turkey is “a much more respectable 
Bird, and withal a true original 
Native of America...He is besides, 
though a little vain & silly, a Bird 
of Courage.” Ben defended the 
honor of the turkey versus the bald 
eagle, but he didn’t propose it be-
come one of America’s most im-
portant symbols.  

 
MEETING ADJOURNED 

 Kind people are the best kind of 
people.

Pickleball Classic  
Tournament at the Mill 
Thursday, Feb. 6 

There will be a Pickleball Classic 
Tournament at the Mill event center 
from 8:30 a.m. till 5 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Feb. 6. A day of exciting 
matches and friendly rivalry. 
———————————— 

Daddy Daughter Dance at 
the Central Building  
Friday, Feb. 7 

The central building in Waseca is 
hosting a Daddy Daughter Dance 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 7. 
Cost is $22, additional daughters are 
$12, enter door #15. Children must 
be accompanied by an adult. 
———————————— 

Rotary Pickleball Classic 
Tournament at The Mill 
Saturday, Feb. 8 

The Waseca Rotary Club will be 
putting on a Pickleball Classic Tour-
nament on Saturday, Feb. 8 at The 
Mill. 8:30 - 9:15 a.m. signup. Game-
play from 9:15 a.m. till 5 p.m. Ages 
16 and up. $100 entry fee, 2 person 
teams, double elimination with 25 
minute games. Waseca Area Founda-
tion. 
———————————— 

Toners Lake Vintage Ride 
Saturday, Feb. 15 

Toners Lake Vintage Snowmobile 
Ride will be from 11 a.m. through 7 
p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 15. Registra-
tion is from 9 a.m. through 10:30 

a.m. The starting point will be 8747 
415 Ave. Janesville, MN 56048. For 
more information contact either Mar-
issa at 507-461-4501 or Mark at 507-
835-5480. 
———————————— 

Jamboys at Indian Island 
Winery Saturday, Feb. 8 

The Jamboys will be playing at the 
Indian Island Winery from 5:30-8:30 
p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 8. They per-
form upbeat music acoustically. 
———————————— 

Valentines’ Dinner at  
Indian Island Winery  
Saturday, Feb. 15 

There will be a Valentine’s Dinner 
at the Indian Island Winery at 5:30 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 15. Cost is $150 
per couple and includes two glasses 
of wine, two, three course dinners ca-
tered by Oscar’s, entertainment by 
Generation Gap, a rose and multiple 
gifts. 
———————————— 

Snowmobile Safety  
Riding Course at  
Lakeview Park,  
Janesville, Sat., Feb. 16 

There will be a Snowmobile 
Safety and Riding Course at Lake-
view Park on the south end of Lake 
Elysian in Janesville at 1 p.m. Sat-
urday, Feb. 16. Contact Marty Erd-
man at 507-420-1109 with questions. 
———————————— 

Drawing Club at  

Janesville Public Library 
on Thursday, Feb. 20 

There will be a Drawing Club at 
the Janesville Public Library at 4 
p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 20. This is for 
children ages 10-18. This month the 
focus will be how to draw different 
types of mushrooms. 
———————————— 

Chris Brooks Band will 
perform at Starfire Event 
Center Friday, Feb. 21 

The Starfire Event Center will host 
the Chris Brooks Band from 7-10 
p.m. on Friday, Feb. 21. They per-
form a combination of danceable, 
current and classic country radio hits. 
This is part of the Sleigh and Cutter 
Festival. 
———————————— 

Waseca Sleigh and Cutter 
Parade at noon in  
downtown Waseca  
Saturday, Feb. 22 

The Waseca Sleigh and Cutter 
parade route begins at the county 
fairgrounds at about noon, circles 
through downtown and returns to the 
fairgrounds. Spectators can either 
stay in the shelter of their vehicles 
parked along residential streets on 
the route, or watch from the side-
walks along State Street. More infor-
mation about the route is available 
online. 
———————————— 

Waseca Vintage  

Snowmobile Ice Drags at 
Clear Lake Sat., Feb. 22 

Waseca Vintage Snowmobile Ice 
Drags will be at Clear Lake Saturday, 
Feb. 22. Registration is at the Boat-
house from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. Races 
start at noon. Questions call 715-
556-6345 or 612-296-2043.  
———————————— 

Vintage Snowmobile 
Show/Ride at Clear Lake 
on Sat., Feb. 22 

The Annual Vintage Snowmobile 
Show/Ride will be from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 22. Registration 
is from 9 to 11 a.m., with show from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Clear Lake near 
the Boathouse. Contact Seth at 507-
837-9230 or Marissa at 507-451-
4501 with questions. 
———————————— 

Waseca Sleigh and Cutter 
fireworks display on 
Clear Lake after dark 
Saturday, Feb. 22 

The Sleigh and Cutter festival is 
sponsoring its largest fireworks dis-
play ever. The show will be fired at 
about 7:30 p.m. from the ice on Clear 
Lake.  
———————————— 

In a Bind at Indian Island 
Winery Saturday, Feb. 22 

Music group In a Bind will be per-
forming at the Indian Island Winery 
from 5:30-8:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
22. They play a variety of hit music. 

Briefs

These samples represent "craft" braiding. The two left and 
right are made with string rather than the plastic lace. The center 
example is a "triple twist," one of the more challenging forms of 
the craft.
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It’s time again for the annual 
Waseca Sleigh and Cutter Iden-
tify Frosty event. This year’s 
event is the 27th installment of 
the annual contest. 

Who is Frosty? 
Identify FROSTY and win 

some cash! Prize money totaling 
$1,500.00 is waiting to be won. 
FROSTY is a Waseca County 
resident chosen to be an ambas-
sador for the Waseca Sleigh & 
Cutter Festival. Follow the clues 
and guess FROSTY’S name. 

Grand prize is $300.00. If you 
are at the official unmasking at 
the Star Fire Event Center 
@8:30 p.m., on Friday, February 
21, 2025, you will win an ad-
ditional $50.00. First correct 
guess from Janesville, New 
Richland and Waseca wins 
$150.00; and if you are at the un-
masking, you will win an ad-
ditional $50.00. Only five names 
will be drawn for $100 – must be 
present. Five names win $50.00 
– attendance is not necessary. 

Contest rules 
1. Clues are published by the 

Waseca County News and Face-
book); Waseca County Pioneer; 
NRHEG Star Eagle; Waseca 
Chamber of Commerce; and 
KOWZ/KRUE radio.  

2. One guess allowed each 
week. 

3. Each entry must have a 
name and complete address. 
Entries without complete in-
formation will not be entered. 

4. Entrants must live in 
Waseca County and be over 18 
years of age. 

5. If there are multiple correct 
guesses, a drawing will be made 
to determine the winner.  

6. If there are no correct 
guesses, a drawing will be made 
from all entries received. 

7. Entries must be received 
before 3:00 p.m. on Friday, Feb-
ruary 21, 2025. 

8. Submit entries to: 
A.  WASECA: Submit entry at 

Waseca Music; 111 South State, 
Waseca, MN 56093; or via mail. 

B.  JANESVILLE: Mail or 
drop off at Waseca Music; mark 
your entry as Janesville. 

C. NEW RICHLAND: Drop 
off at NRHEG STAR EAGLE 
NEWS; or mail to Waseca Music 
- mark your entry as New Rich-
land. 

Frosty sponsors: CULLIGAN, 

Identify  
Frosty  
for share 
of $1,500

NRHEG snow week at a glance
By ELI LUTGENS 
Publisher/Editor 

Candidates for NRHEG snow 
week set for February 3 through Feb-
ruary 8 are, for queen: Josie Bell, 
daughter of Zechary and Melissa 
Bell; Ava Cummins, daughter of 
Sheila Wenzel and Jason Cummins; 
Aryanna Howe, daughter of Angela 
and Jeff Howe; Jozlyn Johnson, 
daughter of Steph and Luke An-
dersen; Aspyn Stenzel, daughter of 
Doug and Amy Stenzel. 

Candidates for king: Brady Koo-
pal, son of Jason and Lacey Koopal; 
Carter Martens, son of Anthony and 
Kelly Martens; Bo McCamish, son 
of Chanelle McCamish; Aidan 
Schlaak, son of Lindsey and Nathan 
Schlaak; Talon Smith-Vulcan, son of 
Tracy Smith and Jon Hansen, and 
Troy Vulcan. 

Coronation will be Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 4 at 1:45 p.m. in the high 
school gymnasium in New Richland. 
The event will be open to the public, 

as well as 6th grade through 12th. 
Winter coaches and others will 

speak, followed by the crowning of 
this year’s king and queen. 

Different dress-up themes for stu-
dents will take place beginning on 
the 3rd with 

Jersey Out, followed by: Winter 
White Out; Pajama Day; USA Day. 

On Wednesday a student bean bag 
tournament will be held throughout 
the day. During the school day Fri-
day, students will take part in a talent 

show. 
Events conclude with a student 

dance Saturday from 8 p.m. to 10:30 
p.m. in the high school gym. Attire is 
“semi-formal” and students should 
enter through door 17E. Cost is $5 
per couple or $3 individually. For 
guests from another school, they 
must complete paperwork picked up 
in the school office and turned in by 
the Friday before the dance. 

Snow week candidates are, front, from left: Aspyn Stenzel, Jozlyn Johnson, Ava Cummins, Josie Bell, and Aryanna 
Howe. Back row: Carter Martens, Talon Smith-Vulcan, Aidan Schlaak, Bo McCamish, and Brady Koopal.

Waseca Music 
C O M P A N Y

5 0 7 - 8 3 5 - 2 9 8 0
1 1 1  S o u t h  S t a t e  S t r e e t

YOUR LOCAL MUSIC STORE
Band Instruments • Repairs

Guitars • CD, DVD, & Vinyl

Your Trusted Local Law O�ces for Over 50 Years

www.phblawo�ce.com

Waseca Of昀ce
215 Elm Ave E
Waseca, MN 
507-835-5240
888-835-5244

Janesville Of昀ce
216 N Main St
Janesville, MN 
507-234-5106
888-980-1210

Owatonna Of昀ce
150 W Park Sq
Owatonna, MN 
507-451-9000
866-451-9010

Faribault Of昀ce
415 2nd Ave NW
Faribault, MN
507-332-7425

ETHANOL
www.guardiannrg.com

AMERICAN MADE, FARMER OWNED

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

Six area schools will be per-
forming brief “one-act” plays at 
the Waseca Senior Junior High 
School this Saturday as part of 
Minnesota State High School 
League (MSHSL) competition. 
The competing productions have 
advanced to “section” level; one 
play from Saturday’s event will 
advance to the state tournament 
scheduled at St. Catherine Uni-
versity’s O’Shaughnessy Audi-
torium on Feb. 6 (Class A) and 7 
(Class AA). 

The schools competing this 
Saturday are Belle Plaine, 
Mountain Lake, St. Clair, Sleepy 
Eye United, Tri-City United 
(TCU), and Waseca. 

Anyone attending this week-
end is encouraged to enter 
through the school building’s 
west doors, which will open at 
9:30 a.m. The first performance 
is at 10 a.m.; the last play of the 
day should finish around 3:30 
p.m. Admission is $10 for 
adults, $5 for students. Members 
of the public are invited to attend 
one or more of the productions. 
The admission cost is the same 
regardless of how many produc-
tions ticket buyers attend. Pay-
ing audience members will have 
their hands stamped, making it 
possible to leave the grounds 
and return without having to pay 
admission a second time. Con-
cessions will be available on site 
all day, but food and drink are 
not permitted in the auditorium, 
so attendees will be expected to 
eat at tables provided in the 
nearby commons area. 

It is important that audience 
members obey signs instructing 
them not to take videos during 
any performance; doing so could 
result in disqualification for a 
team. 

Performances are presented 
without announcing which 
school produced them; the intent 
is to avoid any bias on the part 
of the judges. “Dark Road,” by 
writer Laura Lundgren Smith 
will be performed at 10 a.m. It 
will be followed by “Check 
Please Take 3” by Jonathon 
Rand at 10:55.  The third play, at 
11:50 a.m. is “Queen of the Si-
lent Scream” by Craig Sodaro.  
After a lunch break, “A Murder 
of Crows” by Mike Kenny will 
be presented beginning at 1 p.m. 
“The Drowsy Professor” by B. 
Dwayne Craft will start at 1:55. 
Beginning at 2:50 p.m., another 
school’s production of “Dark 
Road” will finish the day’s per-
formances. An award ceremony 
will take place at about 4 p.m.  

Organizer Karen Pfarr Ander-
son mentions that as many as 
300 audience members attended 
a similar event last year, al-
though she observes many 
stayed for only or two produc-
tions–most likely those per-
formed by students from their 
own districts. 

Under the MSHSL rules for 
one-act competition, plays can 
have no more than 20 student 
participants and no more than 
two adult directors. Action of the 
play cannot be longer than 35 
minutes, and only 10 minutes 
are allowed for stage set-up prior 
to the performance. 

A set of three judges will view 
and independently rank each 
play; the combined scores from 
all three judges are used to deter-
mine the contest winner. 

Six-play 
contest  
open to  
public

By JESSICA LUTGENS 
Staff Writer 

The area formerly referred to as 
“Gaiter Lake” - among other names 
- was officially named Clearwater 
Preserve by the Waseca City Council 
via Resolution 25-11 during its sec-
ond meeting of the month on Tues-
day, Jan. 21. The move, required for 
an upcoming plat application regard-
ing plans to develop a residential 
subdivision in the area, follows the 
council’s approval of a resolution of 
support last fall to hire an engineer-
ing service for the development proj-
ect. 

The council also approved a public 

hearing date for the Gaiter Lake 
Land Development Environmental 
Assessment Worksheet for the next 
regular council meeting, Feb. 4, at 7 
p.m. The public will have the oppor-
tunity to comment on the infor-
mation contained within the EAW, 
which can be found on the city web-
site, at that time. 

In addition, the appointment of Dr. 
Joyce Thompsen to a vacant seat on 
the EDA was approved, along with 
the remaining consent agenda items.  

Present for two public hearings re-
garding upcoming street projects was 
Nathan Willey, Waseca City Engi-
neer. The first, for which there was 

no public comment, was for the 2nd 
St. NW Improvement Project, which 
will include replacement of a sani-
tary sewer, water main, storm sewer, 
and an ADA sidewalk and ramp and 
cost a total of roughly $5.8 million. 
Two grants will assist in funding the 
project. 

The second hearing addressed the 
4th St. SW Rehabilitation Project. 
One local resident inquired as to why 
the project entailed rehabilitation 
versus reconstruction, and it was ex-

plained that evaluations of the area 
concluded that rehabilitation is cur-
rently the best option and is expected 
to postpone the need for reconstruc-
tion by 15-20 years. 

Both projects were approved by 
the council via Resolutions 25-08 
and 25-09.  

In Commission Reports, council 
member Mark Christiansen dis-
cussed tree planting and maintenance 
efforts that will be taking place prior 
to a June deadline for a grant re-
ceived for such purposes. Also dis-

Gaiter Lake officially renamed
             WASECA                 
        CITY COUNCIL

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

Anyone who happened by the Mill 
on Saturday night, may have heard 
some disturbing sounds, including 
the hoots and hollers of spectators 
and the sound of faces slamming 
into floors. Pinnacle Pro Wrestling 
was back in town. 

On its website, Pinnacle Pro Wres-
tling claims, “We are Minnesota’s 
newest premier pro wrestling pro-
motion.”  

At the Mill, wrestlers in the ring 
appeared to be fighting for their lives 
to the ongoing cheers of a house full 
of enthusiastic spectators. Only a 
few seats in the back row were open 
when the matches began at 7 p.m., 
but those could be counted on one 
hand. Kody Cunningham, who 
somehow scored a front row seat 
said, “We came here to have fun and 
enjoy it…and make fun of it a little.” 

There was one ferocious battle after another at the Pinnacle 
Pro Wrestling event at the Mill on Saturday, Jan. 25, 2025. 

Pinnacle Pro Wrestling's co-owner Emmit Culver said matches 
like Saturday, Jan. 25 at the Mill are, "Proving grounds for the 
pros."                                           Pioneer photos by Ben Revermann

Pinnacle Pro wrestling 
strikes Waseca again

By MELISSA DUNN 
Staff Writer 

After the approval of payment of 
claims and the consent agenda, Su-
perintendent Eric Hudspith provided 
an update of his strategic plan and vi-
sion cards. Hudspith summarized the 
“refresh” of the plan done in 2023 for 
the new board members. Elements 
include “learning for all,” “com-
munity engagement,” “efficient and 
effective use of resources,” and “en-
suring a safe and welcoming envi-
ronment.” A more detailed strategic 
plan can be found on the school web-

site.  
“I feel very comfortable and con-

fident with where the goals are,” 
Hudspith said. “I think overall that 
presents a very stable spot for where 
the district is at with the board three-
year plan, the district operational 
plan, and my goals.” 

Business Director Sarah Cramblit 
offered  financial and enrollment up-
dates; board chair Dave Dunn noted 
that enrollment has remained steady 
this year, which is different from in 
the past. 

Grant Scheffert gave a report re-

garding his attendance at the pre-
vious week’s Minnesota School 
Board Association’s leadership con-
ference. “I found it very valuable to 
immerse myself in that for two 
days,” Scheffert told the rest of the 
board. “You meet people from 
throughout the state, you hear what 
other districts are doing. It’s not 
‘here’s an idea,’ it’s actually ‘here’s 

how we’ve implemented this, here’s 
how we made this change, here’s the 
positive outcome,’ so it’s very valu-
able.” Scheffert encouraged board 
members to attend next year’s con-
ference scheduled for January 15 to 
16, 2026.  

Action items for the meeting in-
cluded approving the spring 2025 
lane change list and receipt of final 
2023-’24 audited financial state-
ments. The next work session on 
Feb. 6 will be at the intermediate 
school and will not be available for 
online viewing. 

Enrollment stays steady through 2024-25 school year
             WASECA                
      SCHOOL BOARD

Snow continued on 10

Waseca continued on 6

Pinnacle continued on 7
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Beatrice O’Brien 
BEATRICE ELAINE (MAASS) 

O’BRIEN, age 81, of Waseca 
passed away peacefully on January 
23, 2025 after a 3 year battle with 
stage 4 breast cancer. Up until the 
end Bea maintained her love for 
everyday life. Despite frequent 
trips to the doctor, she continued to 
stay active visiting and talking with 
her siblings, attending to her 
family, following grandkids and 
great grandkids, and working full 
time. 

Bea’s life can broadly be defined 
by her two loves: Family and 
“work”. Work is in quotes as she 
always answered inquiries about 
her longevity at work with “I don’t 
think of it as work, I love to do it.” 
During her life she had a major im-
pact on all those she encountered 
doing what she loved. 

Bea was born on April 10, 1943, 
on the farm in Waldorf, MN to par-
ents Elmer and Ruth (Allen) 
Maass. She spent her early years 
there, graduating from Waldorf 
High School in 1960. The oldest of 
5 children, she was fiercely proud 
of her Maass heritage, her parents, 
her siblings, and their families. She 
spent major holidays with them for 
most of her life, only stopping 
when COVID interrupted the tra-
ditions. Bea communicated with 
her siblings and extended “Maass” 
family frequently and valued the 
proximity in which they all lived. 
Until recently she continued to 
meet for birthday lunches with 
siblings and cousins. Bea met Mike 
O’Brien in 1966 and they were 
married at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church on June 10, 1967.  She 
spent the next 58 years as a faithful 
member of the church. Together 
they had 9 children, and Bea’s 15 
minutes of local fame came with 
the birth of her first girl after 7 
boys in a row. She would add 
another girl two years later to com-
plete the family. You could always 
find her at mass early on Sunday 
morning with all 9 kids in tow.  Her 
and Mike raised their family with 
faith as their guide. Bea was al-
ways willing to give her time, be it 
as a Eucharistic Minister, counting 
offertory or volunteering for the 
Fall Festival. She was also active 
in Catholic Daughters, worked at 
the Food Shelf and would lend a 
hand to anyone in need, grateful 
that she had time to do it. Her 
family sparked a journey that 
would take her and Mike to gyms, 
ball fields and other activities ac-
ross southern Minnesota and sur-
rounding states. Bea was always 
front and center cheering and clap-
ping but was back to just “Mom” 
by the time she arrived home. Pre-
ferring to just watch, she never lost 
sight of the true value of it all 
which was growth through the 
losses and the victories. Once her 
kids were done, she continued with 
the same spirit chasing her grand-
kids and checking in on her great 
grandkids. Her grandkids adored 
her as she made them all feel spe-
cial, always acknowledging birth-
days and messaging them all 
during life’s special events. Bea 
and Mike would have celebrated 
58 years of marriage on June 10, 
2025. Her identity tied together by 
the thing she held most dear, her 
extensive family. 

After graduating from Waldorf 
High School Bea landed a job as a 
legal secretary with Iversen Law 
Firm at the age of 18. Bea occupied 

a seat on main street Waseca for 64 
years.  She truly loved her job and 
received great joy helping people 
navigate the legal obstacle course 
they faced.  Known for her strong 
memory, efficiency, and quick ap-
pointments, clients came from near 
and far to see her.  As her career 
developed, she was a trusted advi-
sor to many, and her presence was 
a great marketing tool for the 3 
lawyers that hired her. In several 
instances, she assisted grandpar-
ents, parents, kids, and grandkids 
of the same family. She found 
energy and strength in her many 
friends and loved to connect the 
dots of who is related to whom that 
left all of us with a smile. Her joy 
of friendships and relationships 
was always present, her identity 
tied together by the many people 
she helped during happy and diffi-
cult life events. 

Bea is survived by her husband, 
Mike; children, John (Jane), Jason 
(Chelsea), Tony (Tami), Andy 
(Courtney), Joel (Jen), Matt, Ben 
(Ria), Katie, and Kari (Greg) 
Huber; grandchildren, Kelvin (Me-
lissa), Ashley, Jack, Meg, Mallory, 
Henry, Sally (JP) Eykyn, Sydney 
(Al) Solheid, Sarah, Sam, Alix, 
Joe, Lauren, Lilly, Gavin, Oliver, 
Evelyn, Archer(O’Brien), Lucy 
and Macy Huber; great-grandchil-
dren, Owen O’Brien and Grace 
Solheid; siblings, Carol McCoy, 
Marvin (Bev), Merlin (Kathy); 
many nieces, nephews, and cous-
ins. She was preceded in death by 
her parents; brother, Dewey; and 
nephew, Shaun. 

Of course, none of this happens 
without our dad- Her one true love 
through it all. Mom was a giver, in 
life and in death, she led by exam-
ple. Recently reassuring us all that 
she was good and that we’d be 
fine. “Life will change a bit”, she 
said “but it will go on.” Giving 
once again, giving us permission to 
move forward, permission to let 
her go as that huge heart and unbe-
lievable motor went quiet. We love 
you mom.  

In lieu of flowers donations can 
be made to the O’Brien Family 
charity, 712 Giving.   

Visitation was from 3 – 7 PM on 
Tuesday, January 28, 2025 at 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church in 
Waseca. A rosary for Bea was at 
2:30 PM prior to the visitation at 
the church. Visitation continued 
one hour prior to the service at the 
church on Wednesday. 

Mass of Christian Burial was at 
noon on Wednesday, January 29, 
2025 at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church. A private family burial   
followed at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Cemetery.  

Dsofuneral.com 

Beatrice O’Brien

Douglas Sasse 
DOUGLAS JEFFERY SASSE, 

age 80, of Waseca died on Sat-
urday, January 18, 2025 at Minne-
apolis VA Medical Center. 

Born on September 16, 1944 in 
Anoka, Doug was the son of Dan-
iel and Valeera (Moll) Sasse. He 
grew up on a turkey farm north of 
Sleepy Eye and attended Sleepy 
Eye Public Schools. Doug proudly 
served in the United States Army 
and was honorably discharged 
after his service. He lived in Mank-
ato before settling in Waseca. 

Doug had a deep passion for elec-
tronics, enjoying both collecting 
and working on various devices 
throughout his life. 

Doug is survived by his cousins, 
Charles Sasse, Carol (Steve) Rose, 
Jane Ruiter, Neoma Peterson, 
Donn (Gail) Moll, Dean (Carla) 
Moll; and many other relatives. He 
was preceded in death by his par-
ents and special friend, Mary Ru-
dabeck. 

A graveside service for Doug 
will be held in the spring at Home 
Cemetery in Sleepy Eye, MN.  

James Byron 
JAMES FRANCIS BYRON, 103-

year-old resident of Waseca, passed 
away at his home on Wednesday, 
January 22, 2025.  

Born on October 17, 1921, in St. 
Mary Township, Waseca County, he 
was the son of William E. and Elmira 
(Conway) Byron. Jim was baptized 
and confirmed at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church in St. Mary Township. He 
began his education at the Gallagher 
country school and graduated from 
Sacred Heart Catholic School in 
1938. He furthered his studies at the 
School of Agriculture in St. Paul and 
the University of Minnesota in Min-
neapolis. He wrestled and lettered at 
both the Agricultural School and the 
University of Minnesota (1943) and 
was a lifelong member of the Gopher 
M Club.  

On August 30, 1950, Jim married 
Rita Marie Jewison at the Church of 
St. Ann in Janesville. Together they 
made their home on their farm in St. 
Mary Township and raised 11 chil-
dren. Jim and Rita enjoyed 68 years 
of marriage until Rita’s passing on 
July 24, 2019. A lifelong farmer, Jim 

raised various crops and livestock. 
He especially enjoyed his registered 
Black Angus Cattle, and passed on 
his passion for farming to his chil-
dren.  

Jim’s quick Irish wit, wisdom and 
humor, love of livelong learning, and 
genuine interest in everyone he met 
sustained him throughout his life and 
final days. He was a charter member 
of the Bells of St. Mary’s 4-H Club 
and the Irish American Club of 
Southern Minnesota, being crowned 
Mr. and Mrs. Emerald Isle with his 
wife in 1998. He enjoyed his trips to 
Ireland. He was involved with 
Farmers Union, HOPE (Help Our 
People Endure) during the farm crisis 
and Make Today Count, a cancer 
family support group. Jim enjoyed 
driving ponies and refurbishing 
buggies and harnesses. He continued 
to drive and ride horses into his 90s. 
He loved to drive the gator into the 
pasture to check the cows and the 
fence line as recently as this fall.  

Jim is survived by his children: 
Tom (Patty) Byron of Ellendale, 
Helen (Juan) Valencia of Waseca, 
Jim (Brenda) Byron of Waseca, 
Karen (Tom) Pathoulas of Mantor-

ville, Rita (Roger) Liddell of Eau 
Claire, WI, Dr. David (Lisa) Byron 
of Hutchinson, Chris Byron of 
Waseca, Donna (Dr. Jeff) Alto of 
Mankato, Martha (James) Buntrock 
of Rochester, and Joe Byron of 
Hutchinson; brother, Paul Byron, 
many grandchildren, great grandchil-
dren, nieces, nephews, other relatives 
and friends.  

He is preceded in death by his 
wife, son, Daniel, siblings: Mildred 
Marple, George (Mary Jane) Byron, 
Helen (Raymond) Curran, Sister 
Colleen Byron OSF, Bill (Mary Ann) 
Byron; brothers and sisters-in-law, 
Mayone Byron, Ellen (Joe) Tetzloff, 
Elaine (Frank) Sheeran, Faye (Art) 
Groh, and Grace (Rudy) Kopischke; 
brothers-in-law: Artie (Rita) Jew-
ison, Bill (Anita) Jewison, Fr. Harry 
Jewison, Joe (Rose) Jewison.  

Visitation will be from 4:00 – 7:00 
pm on Friday, January 31, 2025, fol-
lowed by a prayer service beginning 
at 7:00 pm, at the State Street Chapel 
of Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt Funeral 
Home in Waseca. Visitation will con-
tinue for one hour prior to the service 
at the church on Saturday.  

Mass of Christian Burial will be 

10:30 am on Saturday, February 1, 
2025, at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church in Waseca. Interment will be 
in Calvary Cemetery. 

DSOFuneral.com 
Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt Funeral 

and Cremation Service 
Waseca ~ Janesville ~ Waterville 

James Byron

Mahlon Grubish 
MAHLON CHARLES GRU-

BISH, age 95, of Waterville, died 
peacefully on Friday, January 24, 
2025, in Faribault 

Born to Charles Stephen and 
Marie Clare (Stangler) Grubish on 
August 24, 1929, at Waseca Hospi-
tal, he was the oldest of 8 children. 
Mahlon attended a one-room coun-
try school south of Waterville 
which was on his home farmland. 
He farmed with his father and 
eventually took over the family 
farm, delivering canned milk to the 
creamery, and later trucking seed 
corn. He first had dairy cows, then 
raised corn, soybeans, cattle, pigs, 
and chickens. He truly loved the 
land and farming.  

Mahlon was a member of the 
National Guard unit of Mankato, 
MN, and was activated in 1951 
during the Korean Conflict to Ala-
bama where he served as a me-

chanic in the US Army for 2 years. 
He was a life-long member of Holy 
Trinity Catholic Church in Water-
ville and served as the trustee for 
the church council, was a member 
of the Knights of Columbus, serv-
ing as Grand Knight. He served on 
the Blooming Grove Township 
Board for 32 years. Mahlon en-
joyed playing cards, John Deere 
antique tractors at Pioneer Power, 
traveling to Rome, Alaska, and Ha-
waii, visiting with friends and 
family, and watching Westerns. 
Even at the age of 90 he still drove 
across the state of SD. He actively 
worked on the 3rd-generation farm 
with his son Jim until his mid-80’s. 
He was always the first to help a 
family member or friend in need.  

He was married to Gertrude Furr 
on November 26, 1955, at Sacred 
Heart Church in Waseca. They 
raised 3 children, Rose Marie 
(Jerry) Thiedich, of Nicholasville, 
KY, James Charles of Waterville, 

and Catherine Ann Wilson, of 
Rapid City, SD. He is survived by 
his 3 children and 5 grandchildren: 
Eric Thiedich, Cristian Grubish, 
and Avery, Reece, and Ty Wilson; 
sister, Charolette Kaiser; brothers: 
Paul Grubish, Peter Grubish, Stan 
(Marilyn) Grubish; brother-in-law, 
Jim Rooney; many nieces, 
nephews other relatives and 
friends.  

He is preceded in death by his 
parents; his wife; sister Mary 
Rooney; and brothers: Norbert and 
Merle (Phyllis) Grubish; daughter-
in-law, Rita Grubish. 

Visitation will be from 4:00 – 
7:00 PM on Thursday, January 30, 
2025, at the Waterville Chapel of 
Dennis-Steffel-Omtvedt Funeral 
Homes. Visitation will be for one 
hour prior to the service at the 
church on Friday.  

Mass of Christian Burial will be 
10:30 AM on Friday, January 31, 
2025, at Holy Trinity Catholic 

Church in Waterville. Interment 
will be at Calvary Cemetery in Wa-
terville.  

DSOFuneral.com 

Mahlon Grubish

Edward Kubat 
EDWARD FELIX KUBAT, 

age 81, of Waseca passed away 
surrounded by family on Sat-
urday, January 25, 2025 at Mayo 
Clinic Health System in Mankato 
after a silent two-year battle with 
cancer.  

Born on October 11, 1943, in 
Owatonna, Ed was the son of Ed-
ward and Elizabeth (Kubichek) 
Kubat. He graduated from Ma-
rian High School with the class of 
1961. Following high school, Ed 
worked at the Hy-Line Hatchery 
in Owatonna before meeting the 
love of his life, Gail Billiar, on a 
double date in 1963. They were 
married on May 30, 1964, at 
Sacred Heart Church in Owa-
tonna and celebrated sixty beau-
tiful years of marriage this past 
May. 

In 1969, Ed and Gail moved to 
Waseca, which became their be-
loved home. Ed pursued police 
training in Arden Hills in Rose-
ville, later joining the Waseca Po-

lice Department where he served 
as a dedicated officer for fourteen 
years. In 1983, he was elected 
Waseca County Sheriff, a posi-
tion he held for sixteen years. 
After his retirement from law en-
forcement, Ed spent his time 
helping with carpet installation, 
always finding ways to stay busy 
and contribute to his community. 

Ed’s life was defined by his 
faith, his love for his family, and 
his unwavering commitment to 
serving his community. He was a 
devoted member of Sacred Heart 
Church, where he volunteered for 
many years, helping with dishes, 
fish fries, and ushering. He was a 
proud member of the Knights of 
Columbus. Ed also found im-
mense joy in supporting his chil-
dren and grandchildren at various 
events, always putting his family 
first. 

Ed cherished the outdoors—
especially hunting, fishing, and 
boating. His cabin in Big Fork 
was his happy place, where he 
could relax with his loved ones, 

sharing treasured moments. Ed 
was a humble, kind-hearted man, 
always thinking of others and 
putting their happiness before his 
own. He will be deeply missed by 
all who knew him. 

Ed is survived by his wife, Gail 
Kubat of Waseca; children, Tami 
Heagy of Waseca, Robert (Jodi) 
Kubat of New Prague, Michael 
(Kasondra) Kubat of Waseca; 
grandchildren, Jacob (Lexi) 
Heagy, Jessica Heagy, Kalli 
(Jesse Behr) Heagy, Johnathan 
Heagy, Kailea Kubat, Kristin 
Kubat, Kaleb Kubat, Kendra 
Kubat, Kaitlyn Kubat, Kyle 
Kubat, Keith (Kim Izaguirre) 
Kubat; great-grandchildren, Car-
son and Grayson Heagy; siblings, 
Betty Bennett of Zumbrota, Lor-
raine Jirele of Owatonna, Marga-
ret (Jim) Deml of Ellendale; and 
many other relatives. He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents; 
siblings, George Kubat and Julie 
Spinler.  

Mass of Christian Burial will 
be at 12:00 PM on Thursday, 

January 30, 2025 at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in Waseca. A 
private family burial will follow 
at Calvary Cemetery in Waseca. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials 
are preferred to Sacred Heart En-
dowment Fund.  

Dsofuneral.com 
 

Edward Kubat

Michael Collins 
MICHAEL GERARD COL-

LINS, Age 67, of Waseca passed 
away on January 25, 2025, at 
Hillcrest Rehabilitation Center in 
Mankato.  

Michael was born on October 
6, 1957, in Waseca, MN, to Jo-
seph M. Collins and Maureen A. 
(Connors) Collins. Michael at-
tended Sacred Heart School, 
graduated from Waseca High 
School in 1976, and went on to 
St. Cloud Vocational Technical 
College in 1977. Throughout his 
life, Michael was deeply con-
nected to his community, growing 
up as a member of Sacred Heart 
Church and living and working 
around Waseca, except for a brief 
period in California from 1985 to 
1992. 

He worked in a variety of jobs 
but particularly enjoyed his time 
at the Waseca Neighborhood 
Service Center. His caring and 

compassionate nature led him to 
volunteer at the Waseca Food 
Shelf and assist with VFW 
dinners whenever possible. 
Mike’s good heart and dedication 
to helping others made a lasting 
impact on all who knew him. 

A lover of animals, Mike was 
known for rescuing injured and 
unwanted animals, especially 
dogs. His beloved dog “Precious” 
was his loyal companion, and 
Mike considered his dogs his best 
friends. 

Growing up, Mike loved the 
outdoors and spent his free time 
hunting, snowmobiling, and rid-
ing dirt bikes in the California de-
serts. He also enjoyed fishing, 
listening to music, and playing 
his guitar. Mike had a passion for 
cars and motorcycles, especially 
watching the Motor Trend chan-
nel, and he was known for his 
love of tinkering and trying to fix 
anything that was broken. 

In 2000, Mike suffered a cata-

strophic head injury while work-
ing construction. He fought val-
iantly through surgeries, 
infections, and rehabilitation, 
showing incredible strength and 
resilience. This same courage and 
determination carried him 
through his brief battle with 
cancer in recent months. He re-
mained hopeful and inspired all 
who knew him with his strength 
and perseverance. 

Mike is survived by his 
siblings, Darcy (Keith) Barnes, 
Jody (Timothy) O’Connell, 
Timothy (Ruth) Collins, Thomas 
(Dina) Collins, Christopher Col-
lins; aunts and uncles, Eugene 
and Sandy Matz, Russell and 
Terri Ingram, Millie Szyzska; and 
many other relatives. He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents, 
grandparents, aunts and uncles.  

In lieu of flowers, Memorials 
may be directed to the Waseca 
Food Shelf. 

Mass of Christian Burial will 

be at 12:00 PM on Friday, Janu-
ary 31, 2025 at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in Waseca. Visi-
tation will be held one hour prior 
to the service at the church. Bu-
rial will follow at Calvary Ceme-
tery in Waseca.  

Michael Collins
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1950s, conservationists believed re-
moving common carp was the best 
way to improve water quality and en-
courage increases in desirable fish 
populations. Thus, crews of DNR 
workers based out of the Waterville 
facility would travel to area bodies of 
water, net carp, and bring them back 
for short-term storage in a long, low 
structure which still stands on the 
modern site. Soupir says that, to the 
best of his knowledge, the fish were 
given away to interested residents 
and sometimes shipped away in large 
quantities, often in wooden crates. 
The workers bunked on site; there 
was even a staff cook who ensured 
they received meals.  Noting that 
many spaces in the hatchery building 
have been repurposed, he comments, 
“We’ve come a long way since those 
days.” 

Thanks to that evolution, the in-
door and outdoor spaces at the hatch-
ery have continued to be adjusted as 
the modern focus on collecting fish 
eggs and hatching them under con-
trolled conditions evolved.  

“Our staff, past and present, has 
really done an amazing job of finding 
ways to modify this hatchery space 
and get the job done,” observes Sou-
pir. “Still, the limitations of the 
1950s construction make our work 
much more complicated than it needs 
to be and make certain tasks simply 

impossible.” 
Those limits, he says, create con-

cerns when it comes to “biosecurity,” 
water temperature control, water 
quality and staff safety. 

Water used in tanks inside the 
building is pumped from a well into 
a 10-acre drainable pond converted 
to a storage reservoir.  Water for the 
53 acres of drainable outdoor ponds 
comes directly from Lake Tetonka. 
There is no option in the aging 
plumbing system to install any type 
of filtration, so impurities and bio-
logical elements such as small plant 
matter, seeds, eggs from any type of 
water dweller, and even small fish 
cannot be removed from water 
brought in to support the devel-
opment of eggs and mosquito-sized 
hatchlings, known as “fry.” 

The fact that spaces and equip-
ment are used for so many different 
tasks also causes concern about 
whether contaminants could migrate 
within the facility. Staff takes all pos-
sible precautions when it comes to 
biosecurity, Soupir points out, but 
wishes it were feasible to incorporate 
more. 

There is also no production-scale 

system to manipulate water tempera-
ture. If there were, Soupir suggests, 
the work done there now would be 
more efficient, and the facility would 
be able to expand to raising not only 
more fish, but more types of fish. At 
this time, he says, the facility hatches 
the majority of the walleye stocked 
in lakes statewide. He shares that it’s 
been discovered a genetically distinct 
strain of the fish lives naturally in the 
Cannon River watershed system; 
particularly resilient and with many 
desirable qualities, walleye from the 
strain are now stocked throughout 
southern Minnesota and in the Lower 
Mississippi River watershed that ex-
tends below St. Anthony Falls in St 
Paul. 

Northern pike and muskies are 
also hatched and raised to various 
stages of growth, then released in 
lakes scattered all over the state. In 
some cases, the stocked fish are al-
ready up to 17 inches long. 

That information leads Soupir to 
yet another shortcoming of the hatch-
ery’s current facilities. The outdoor 
ponds which range in size from one 
to ten acres have aging water control 
and drain structures. The 10 smallest, 

the one-acre excavations, weren’t 
even built for rearing fish for produc-
tion, but were created for hatchery 
research. Because they cannot be 
drained into some sort of central 
catch basin, workers must lower the 
water level and, as they do, wade in 
the pond carrying buckets to grab 
those “fall fingerlings” by hand, then 
deliver them to shore one bucketful 
at a time. Soupir points out the facil-
ity raises roughly 10,000 Muskie in 
ponds to the 11-inch length each 
year. 

With a better-designed facility 
with temperature controls, Soupir 
thinks enthusiastically of a day when 
various fish species will be raised to 
desirable sizes all year around. 

A space designed for all those pro-
cesses would not only be more pro-
ductive, diversified and efficient, he 
enthuses, but also much safer for 
fishery staff. Based on elements of 
the update plan currently being re-
fined, he says he expects at least 1.5 
times more fish production than is 
being accomplished now: Soupir 
names increased output as a primary 
goal of the improvements. He says 
he also looks forward to how respon-
sive the facility can become, poten-
tially using the updated equipment 
and spaces in new ways as new chal-
lenges arise.   

Also, since there is considerable 
public interest in the hatchery and its 
work, he says he looks forward to a 
more accommodating space which 
allows visitors to see the processes in 
use and better understand what’s 
being accomplished. 

■ Hatchery 
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          JANESVILLE                 
        CITY COUNCIL

By RACHAEL JAEGER 
Staff Writerr 

Recently elected members 
were sworn in during Janes-
ville’s first city council meeting 
of the year the evening of Janu-
ary 13. New member Kyle Luit-
jens and continuing members 
Sarah Johnson and Andy Ahl-
man took the oath of office. 

“As the only person who was-
n’t elected this year, I want to 
congratulate you all on your vic-
tories and thank you for being 
here,” said Ivan Maas, whose 
term continues through De-
cember 2026. 

The evening’s longest discus-
sion regarded a draft of a new 
law relating to cannabis busi-
nesses within city limits. City at-
torney Jason Moran created the 
draft, noting its elements rely 
heavily on state statute. Under 
the proposed ordinance, no busi-
ness growing, selling or process-
ing cannabis products can be 
located within 1,000 feet of a 
school or 500 feet of a park, day-
care, or residential treatment fa-
cility.   

After City Administrator Clin-
ton Rogers reviewed the city 
map, he concluded the only area 
which meets those requirements 
is on the east end of town includ-
ing East First Street and South 
Main Street. 

Rogers noted that, when it 
convenes in a few weeks, the 
city planning commission will 
also examine the proposed law, 
since its elements intertwine 
with the city’s zoning laws. He 
went on to say If no one on 
either the city council or the 
planning commission expresses 
concerns about the draft, a pub-
lic hearing could be scheduled 
during the February city council 
meeting. If leaders wanted more 
time, Rogers said a second 
“reading” could be scheduled.  

“I report to you that I have not 
received any requests for licen-
sure or questions from individ-
uals,” Rogers stated. Despite the 
apparent lack of local interest, 
however, he continued, “We do 
need to have [the law] in place.” 

“Our moratorium was lifted 
last December at the end of 
2024,” Rogers reported. “I hon-
estly will report to you that I 
have not received any requests 
for licensure or any questions 
from individuals. However, we 
do need to have it in place.” 

City Clerk Sarah Jo Vulcan 
asked what would be done if, 
after a cannabis business was es-
tablished in town, someone 
wanted to open a licensed day-
care facility within the prohib-
ited distance.  

“I would say we would have 
to go by what was there first,” 
Ahlman said. “Good question.” 
Rogers mentioned that city attor-
ney Moran stated the cannabis 
business could only be expected 
to comply with the city’s ordi-
nance at the time it was estab-
lished. 

Vulcan speculated that, since 
the state is behind schedule from 
its original timeline, it doesn’t 
seem likely state approvals for 
businesses will begin being is-
sued until 2026, and encouraged 
council members to take their 
time and consider a wide range 
of factors before establishing the 
drafted ordinance into law. 

In other business, city council 
members approved nearly 
$44,000 for the purchase and in-
stallation of a pump for the city 
well system. The new equipment 
will replace a pump which pub-
lic works director Joe Ziemke 
estimated to be “at least a few 
decades old.” 

City council members ap-
proved bringing Cole Schlueter 
on as a full-time staff member 
with the city public works de-
partment. “Performance has 
been outstanding, attendance 
outstanding,” Ziemke told the 
City Council. 

In the other matters, council 
members voted to keep the fee for 
setting up a mobile food vending 
station unchanged at $25 a day or 
$300 for the entire summer. The 
animal impoundment fee was 
raised from $25 to $45. For any 
animals discovered roaming for 
the second time within a year, the 
fee will be $125. 

Janesville  
reviews first 
reading of  
cannabis code

School Board
NRHEG

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

Administrative reports consti-
tuted the majority of the Jan. 21 
NRHEG school board meeting. 
Elementary principal Craig Ko-
petzki and high school principal 
Grant Berg shared highlights of ac-
tivities at their sites, both mention-
ing that the first semester ended on 
Jan. 17 and the first day of the sec-
ond semester was set for Jan. 22, 
after some staff development work 
time on Jan. 20 and 21. 

Kopetzki mentioned elemen-
tary-level parent teacher confer-
ences on Jan. 28 and 30. He also 
announced the annual “Read Ac-
ross America” celebration, cen-
tered around the works of Dr. 
Seuss, will be March 3 through 7, 
with the popular “Green Eggs and 
Ham” breakfast scheduled for 
March 7. 

Berg told board members Snow 
Week will be Feb. 3 through 8, and 
will include numerous special 
events. He also told of the Gopher 
Conference honor band and choir 
events set for Jan. 31 and Feb. 1. 
During a recent DECA event, 10 of 
NRHEG’s 16 participants qualified 
to continue on to state-level com-
petition, scheduled for March 2 to 
5. 

Community Education director 
Macy Whiteside reported that early 
childhood screening continues, 29 
pairs of grandparents had reg-
istered for “Grandparents’ Night” 
the evening of Jan. 29, and that the 
community education painting 
class taught by high school junior 
Brady Koopal had proven to be a 
positive experience for all partici-
pants, including Whiteside herself. 
She mentioned that high school 
band instructor Seth Schaeffer is 
teaching community education 
music lessons. “We’ve got all 
kinds of exciting things going on 
in community ed,” said Whiteside. 
“I really encourage people to read 
our registration materials and see 
whether they find something that 
interests them.” 

During his report, district super-
intendent Michael Meihak men-
tioned the district had had some 
recent activities in celebration of 
Education Paraprofessionals week 
from Jan. 20 to 25. He compli-
mented building and grounds su-
pervisor Scott Schuller for his 
efforts ensuring recent work in the 
high school band room could con-
tinue smoothly. 

Meihak also congratulated 
school board chair Rick Schultz 
and board member Aaron Phillips 
for recent acknowledgments from 
the Minnesota State School Board 
Association (MSBA). Schultz was 
one of 13 people statewide recog-
nized for completing 300 “training 
hours.” Phillips was noted for 
completing a specific training pro-
gram. 

Based on a recommendation 
from school district transportation 
coordinator Dan Schmidt, Meihak 
also mentioned the status of the 
NRHEG school bus fleet. Two 
buses were ordered during 2024 
with a 9-month production time 
which will have them delivered 
sometime this summer. “If we’re 
going to have a true rotation of reg-
ularly replacing buses,” Meihak 
stated, “Dan suggests we might 
want to order a bus in the near fu-
ture for delivery next year.”  The 
suggestion was an outgrowth of 
discussions which took place dur-
ing the acquisition process for the 
first two buses. At that time, board 
members had suggested a “rota-
tion” would be helpful in prevent-
ing any future need to acquire 
more than one bus at a time.

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

An interesting group played at the 
Indian Island Winery on Saturday, 
Jan. 26. Four men, two with guitars, 
one with a base guitar and another on 
drums. Johnny Frost and the Heat-
seekers were temporarily on loan to 
Waseca County. 

Take a dash of east coast New 
York’s, 1950s ingenuity, (who were 
so cool they didn’t even know it), 
add a touch of California 50s beach 
rock, mix them both with some fly-
over country’s rock hard attitude and 
there may be something close to 
Johnny Frost and the Heatseekers. 
Online they describe themselves as: 
“We are a roots 
rock/Rockabilly/blues band. We 

cover standards such as Rock 
Around the Clock to Blue Suede 
Shoes and yet have some originals 
with a classic feel.” With influences 
such as the Reverend Horton Heat, 
Johnny Cash, Elvis, Stray Cats, Mojo 
Nixon, Randy Houser, Jerrod Nei-
man and the Hillbilly Hellcats. 

As a group they were all wearing 
button-up shirts, that 50s look was 
not only on their clothes, but in their 
hair. That same look extended down 
into their polished guitars. It 
wouldn’t be a surprise if while driv-
ing on Route 66 in 1955 to hear their 
guitar picking along the way on the 
radio. Or to hear Richard Nixon 
complaining about them the day 
after. 

Paul Knudson aka Johnny Frost 
said, “We get together about once a 

week to play and run through our 
stuff. We also do a music review, 
whoever finds something cool, a new 
song or something music related to 
discuss or that we can play, we’re al-
ways on the lookout for new sound.” 
Other than a few early Beatles songs 
the vast majority of their music, their 
style, their look has something to do 
with Elvis. Even the lighting was 
specifically picked, notice the harsh 
blue color, it looks that way to imi-
tate the neon blues or the neon pinks 
that were popular in bars and taverns 
from that era. 

The lead guitarist is Devon Qui-
ram from Pemberton. Bass guitar is 
David Howard who is originally 
from Kentucky. Greg Reeves is on 
drums and lives in Minnesota Lake. 
Paul Knudson is on guitar and is the 

lead singer, he’s originally from In-
ternational Falls. Before they became 
the band they are now they were 
originally called Bad Habits till 
2012, but when the drummer from 
that band retired they took a year 
sabbatical before, in Knudson’s 
words, “The stars aligned and we 
found Greg after a year off and 
things started up again. Since I’m 
from way up north, that’s where we 
got the ‘frost’ part from in Johnny 
Frost and the Heatseekers. When we 
practice we go to Greg’s basement 
and we never practice right before a 
gig, it helps us to listen to each other 
better, just works out that way.” 
They’ve been a four-man band since 
2013 and it sounds and looks like 
they know what they are doing.  

Johnny Frost and the Heatseekers perform locally

By BEN REVERMANN 
Staff writer 

The Owatonna branch of the Relay 
for Life held an all-you-can-eat 
breakfast in Waseca on Sunday, Jan. 
26. The weather was cold but the sun 
was out, and despite the chill the 
parking lot was full to capacity at the 
Sweet Sommers VFW. 

Linda Karst was there helping to 
organize the event; she wasn’t cook-
ing, but she was helping to clean 
tables and socializing. When asked 

why she was helping with the event, 
she replied, “My dad had cancer and 
then I had cancer. If I was lucky 
enough to have it caught, then I need 
to participate for the cure. It’s the 
least I can do.” According to their 
website, Relay For Life is organized 
by the American Cancer Society. It 
raises funds to improve cancer sur-
vival rates, decrease cancer inci-
dence, and enhance the quality of life 
for cancer patients and their care-
takers.  

Volunteering for the Jan. 26 event 
were 15 Relay for Life volunteers 
and six from the VFW post. The bis-
cuits and gravy had a note attached: 
“Until it runs out.” As of 11:25 a.m. 
there was still some left. Karst 
counted the tickets to confirm, “This 
morning we had 120 customers com-
ing through our lines.” Terry Kunze, 
who says he attends nearly every 
VFW breakfast said, “This morning 
I ate French toast, eggs and bacon. I 
had biscuits and gravy, then went 

back for seconds on that.” When 
asked if he would change anything 
he replied, “Absolutely not.”   

On the menu were pancakes, 
French toast, scrambled eggs, bacon, 
sausage, biscuits and gravy (until it 
runs out). Beverages included coffee, 
orange juice or milk. The next break-
fast at Sweet Sommers will be Sun-
day, Feb. 9 and will be for the St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church Youth Mis-
sion. 

Relay for Life hosts all-you-can-eat breakfast 

From left: Bill Oliver, Amanda Slaughter, Jerry Huckfeldt, Jim Britton, Linda Karst and Dennis Paulson were volunteering for the 
Relay for Life's all-you-can-eat breakfast at the Sweet-Sommers VFW post on Sunday, Jan. 26, 2025.

From left: Lead guitarist Devon, guitar and vocals Johnny Frost, drums Greg and bassist David Howard from Johnny Frost and 
the Heatseekers at the Indian Island Winery Saturday, Jan. 25, 2025. 

 “The limitations of the 1950s construc-
tion make our work much more com-
plicated than it needs to be and 
make certain tasks simply impossible.” 

— Craig Soupir

Rick’s Appliance

Hours
M-F .... 7:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat ..... 7:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Sunday ................. Closed

Visit our new Showroom!
405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN

507-461-9615
Sales & Service

ricksappliancewaseca.com

Board 
hears 
district 
updates
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CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH 
2200 4th St NE, Waseca 

507-835-2235 
Service times 9:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
4TH STREET EVANGELICAL CHURCH 

605 4th St NE, Waseca 
507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew Isker) 

Worship Sundays 10 a.m 
*     *     * 

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
801 4th Ave NE, Waseca 

507-835-3167 
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH 

309 6th St NE, Waseca 
507-835-9176 

Worship Sundays traditional 8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m. 
Sunday School/Fellowship; 10:45 a.m. contempo-

rary service 
*     *     * 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
401 3rd Ave NE, Waseca 

507-833-1703 
Sundays 9:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

314 4th Ave NE, Waseca 
507-835-2647 

Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
*     *     * 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
503 2nd Ave NE, Waseca 

507-835-4548 (office email: 1cwaseca@hickory-
tech.net) 

Worship Sunday 10 a.m. 
*     *     * 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
300 E Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-835-1709 
Worship Sunday 9 a.m. 

*     *     * 
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH 

111 4th St NW, Waseca 
Father Glenn Ferichs 

507-835-1222 
Worship Sundays 10:00 a.m., Tues. and Wed. at 

8:30 a.m. and Thurs. at 7 a.m.; Saturdays at 5 p.m. 
*     *     * 

REAL LIFE CHURCH 
620 W Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-607-8245 
Sunday worship 10 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST LATTER-DAY 

SAINTS 
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-835-4640 
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 

1221 8th St SE, Waseca 
507-835-2213 

Sunday worship 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m. 
*     *     * 

CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY 
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-833-1082 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun Evening 6:00 

p.m., Wed. evening 6:30 p.m. 
*     *     * 

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota  
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, Choir and Choir; 
10:30 a.m. Worship 
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters 
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Otisco, Minnesota 

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor  
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study 
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
TRINITY EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Mary Iverson 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, Sunday School; 
10 a.m. Coffee 
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting 
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirmation; 7 p.m. Coun-
cil meeting 

*     *     * 
LESUEUR RIVER 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

 *     *     * 
VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Pastor Dan Kordahl 

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

VISTA EVANGELICAL 
COVENANT CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Brian Schanil Pastor 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. Sunday School 
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe Ministry, 1-3 p.m, 
6-8 p.m.; Bonfires and Yard Games, 6 p.m. until 
dark 

*     *     * 
ALL SAINTS 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Father Glenn Ferichs 
Friday - 10 a.m. on 1st, 3rd and 4th Fridays p.m. 
Mass 
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m. 

*     *     * 
FIRST LUTHERAN 

Missouri Synod 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Larry Sipe 
Sundays: Worship 8 a.m.; 9:10 a.m. Sunday School 
and adult bible class 

*     *     * 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Freedom Township 
Sunday – 9:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Pastor Ava Adams-Morris 
Waldorf, Minnesota  

Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Father Brian Mulligan 
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

Wilton Township 
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor 

Sunday – 8 a.m. summer worship; 10:45 a.m. Wor-
ship starting Sept. 1 

*     *     * 
THE CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST 

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
Brad Donner, Branch President 

Waseca, Minnesota 
www.lds.org 

Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.; 11:20 a.m. 
Sunday School 
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activities, ages 12-18 

 *         *        * 
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

412 N. Main Street, Janesville 
Pastor Jason Wolter 

Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m. Worship 
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible Class, 10:15 a.m. 
Worship 

*     *     * 
JANESVILLE UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 
401 N. West St., Janesville 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
BLOOMING GROVE UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 
43089 180th St., Morristown 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Summer worship hours, (10:45 
a.m. Worship, winter)  

*     *     * 
ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

307 W. 2nd St, Janesville 
10 a.m. - Mass 

*     *     * 
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

300 Owen St., Janesville 
Pastor Sarah Krolak 

*     *     * 
ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL CHURCH 

Alma City, Minnesota 
Pastor Robert Harting 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

Smiths Mill, Minnesota 
Pastor Robert Harting 

Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship 
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship 

 *         *        * 
NORTH WASECA LUTHERAN CHURCH 

ELCA 
404 30 120th St. Waseca 

Pastor Sarah Krolak 
507-234-6463  

Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Second sunday 
“Young at heart”  
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirmation 

*     *     * 
    NOTE: CHANGES IN CHURCH CALEN-
DARS MUST BE MADE BY NOTIFICATION 
FROM A MEMBER OF THE CONGREGA-
TION TO THE WASECA COUNTY PIONEER.

By PASTOR  
MIKE COGLAN 

“Then the Pharisees went out 
and began to plot with the Hero-
dians how they might kill Jesus.” 
Mark 3:6 

After the recent presidential in-
auguration, I let myself feel hope-
ful.  I’m not hopeful in politics or 
politicians.  I’m hopeful that our 
country might be ready to set aside 
our political differences to some 
degree. 

I may be naïve about this. I re-
member a time when Inauguration 
Day was a big day, but it was just 
a day. The next day, we all got on 
with our lives.  The President was 
not in the headlines every week, 
let alone every single day.  I’m 
hoping for something like the days 
of my youth when we all had 
strong opinions, but those opin-
ions were secondary to family, 
friendship and community. 

I think a break from politics 
would do us all some good. Our 
country and our churches have 
some healing to do. We are a 
bitterly divided people, and our di-
visions have affected our 
churches.  

There have always been a lot of 
opinions floating around the 
church.  We don’t always agree 
with each other.  But we have 
never had opinions so magnified 
by divisive web sites and toxic 
commentators.  Today it is easy to 
forget that Christians don’t follow 
a donkey or an elephant.  We fol-
low a lamb. Bad things happen 
when lose sight of our highest al-
legiance. 

Jesus lived during a time of cul-
ture war.  Mark 2:6 speaks of two 
of the opposing factions: the Phar-
isees and the Herodians. They did-
n’t often cooperate.  One group 
was conservative, the other liberal.  

On the left were the Herodians, a 
political party associated first with 
Herod the Great, and later with his 
descendants.  Herod was a ruth-
less, corrupt murderer who did 
anything to stay in power.  He was 
friendly toward Rome and tolerant 
of racy Greek culture.  The Hero-
dians disliked the traditional 
values and viewed themselves to 
be worldly and sophisticated and 
progressive. 

The Pharisees, on the other 
hand, were fiercely conservative.  
They preserved the ancient laws of 
Israel and resisted diversity and 
pluralism.  Pharisees predicted a 
moral collapse of society.  They 
wanted to take their country back.  
They wore hats that said, “Make 
Israel Great Again.” 

Jesus brought these two factions 
together.  Finally, they could agree 
on something: Jesus had to die. 
Jesus is and always has been a 
threat to those whose ideologies 
have become their spiritual devo-
tion. 

Jesus came to announce God’s 
rule on earth.  It is good news to 
know that by grace we can be cit-
izens of God’s Kingdom.  But it is 
only good news to those ready to 
leave earthly kingdoms behind. 
Our political parties are temporary, 
but the Kingdom goes on forever.   

God wants us to give each other 
the same grace we have received.  
Living in grace means acknowl-
edging our own imperfections and 
humbly accepting the love and for-
giveness that is offered to us 
through Christ. It calls us to extend 
that same grace to others, rec-
ognizing that we are all in need of 
redemption and healing. By em-
bracing this grace, we can move 
beyond culture warfare and truly 
understand the depth of God’s 
compassion and mercy. 

Let’s take a break 
from politics

Daniel J.
Johnson
���������	
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Our Services
• Financial Planning

• Accounting Services

• Bookkeeping

• Payroll Services 

• Tax Planning & Preparation

• Return Preparation Services

• Estate and Trust Planning 
115 North State Street, Waseca, MN

(507) 201-2484   

Minnesota State Senator John Ja-
sinski (R-Faribault) returned to the 
capitol on January 14 for the begin-
ning of the 2025 session of the Min-
nesota 

 Legislature. The Senate begins in 
a 33-33 tie, as leaders from the Sen-
ate Republicans and Democrats an-
nounced a power-sharing agreement 
that will allow the Senate to govern 
as long as the Senate remains tied. 
Senator Jasinski was a core part of 
the negotiating team that brokered 
the agreement.  

“I was proud to be one of the 12 
negotiators tasked with coming to 
this agreement,” Senator Jasinski 
said. “It was a lot of hours, many late 
nights, and we had a lot of tough 
conversations to get to this point, but 
the end result is a good one for Min-

nesotans. I’m optimistic for the fu-
ture – the Senate is starting off with 
both parties sharing power, which is 
a dramatic improvement from the 
last two years. The  ugliness of one-
party control fractured relationships, 
broke trust, crushed school and 
family budgets, and put Minnesota 
into a looming $5.1 billion deficit. 

“It’ll take time to rebuild trust and 
relationships, but we have a real shot 
at working together and putting Min-
nesotans first,” Senator Jasinski 
added. “It’s great to be back in St. 
Paul serving the people of Goodhue, 
Rice, Steele, and Waseca Counties. I 
am excited to get to work.”  

The situation is much different in 
the House, where the entire House 
Democrat caucus decided to stay 
home to prevent Republicans from 

gaining power. 
House Repub-
licans  pushed 
forward and or-
ganized the 
House, electing 
Rep. Lisa Demuth 
as Speaker.  

The top issue 
for the legislature 
is the construction 

of a new state budget. After Demo-
crats used their one-party control in 
2023 and 2024 to raise spending by 
40%, spend the entirety of the $19 
billion surplus, and raise another $10 
billion taxes, a report issued by the 
office of Minnesota Management 
and Budget last December projected 
a looming $5.1 billion deficit.  

Under the terms of the power-shar-

ing agreement, Senator Jasinski will 
serve as the co-chair of the Transpor-
tation Committee, and as a member 
of the Finance and 

 Capital Investment Committees.  
Key items in the power-sharing 

agreement include:  
Each caucus leader will appoint a 

co-presiding officer; caucus leaders 
will agree who will convene each 
day.  

Each committee has joint chairs, 
with gavel sharing determined by the 
chairs.  

Equal representation of DFL and 
GOP members on committees.  

No changes to Senate rules 
through 2025.  

Agreement is in place until there 
are 34 votes to end the agreement.  

 

Jasinski to serve as co-chair of Transportation

ROCHESTER, Minn. —Southeast 
Minnesota residents with an idea to 
strengthen sustainability in their 
community can now apply for part-
nership support from the University 
of Minnesota Extension Southeast 
Regional Sustainable Development 
Partnership (Southeast RSDP). 

Southeast RSDP supports local in-
novation by connecting community 
ideas to University of Minnesota re-
sources. Community members work 
on diverse project teams that re-
search, design and plan local sustain-
ability projects with University 
students, faculty and staff.  

Southeast RSDP seeks ideas from 
diverse populations and those who 
have not previously partnered with 
the University. In 2025, priorities 
identified by the Southeast RSDP 
board and work groups include fos-
tering a resilient food system, ad-

dressing climate change and other 
ecological impacts, increasing op-
portunities around energy efficiency 
and renewable energy and encourag-
ing local community action that wel-
comes all residents and celebrates the 
region’s rich cultural traditions, nat-
ural assets and vibrant local econ-
omies. 

“We are seeking ideas and expert-
ise from Southeast Minnesota res-
idents that help shape resilient 
communities where all people have 
the opportunity to thrive,” said 
Southeast RSDP Executive Director 
Andi Sutton. “I encourage people to 
get in touch with me to talk about 
their ideas for making our com-
munities more sustainable places.”  

Applications for all funds are 
being accepted through February 14. 
Visit the link z.umn.edu/RSDPIdea-
Brief  to read more about the pro-

grams and download application 
forms. Community members are en-
couraged to contact Sutton at 
sutto364@umn.edu or 857-928-4196 
or Danielle Piraino at 
pirai006@umn.edu or 630-797- 
8862 to discuss their ideas and ask 
questions. Successful projects are se-
lected by the Southeast RSDP com-
munity-University governing board 
through a competitive process.  

Examples of projects recently sup-
ported by the Southeast RSDP in-
clude working with local 
entrepreneurs in St. Peter, advancing 
clean energy solutions for affordable 
housing and researching the eco-
nomic impact of farmers markets.  
For more examples of projects sup-
ported by the Southeast RSDP, visit 
z.umn.edu/RSDPProjectExamples.  

The Southeast RSDP serves Blue 
Earth, Faribault, Dodge, Freeborn, 

Goodhue, Houston, LeSueur, 
Mower, Nicollet, Olmsted, Fillmore, 
Rice, Steele, Wabasha, Waseca and 
Winona counties and the sovereign 
Native Nation of Prairie Island In-
dian Community. 

Southeast RSDP is one of five re-
gions of the University of Minnesota 
Extension Regional Sustainable De-
velopment Partnerships (RSDP). For 
more information on RSDP, visit 
RSDP.umn.edu.  

For more news from U of M Ex-
tension, visit 
www.extension.umn.edu/news or 
contact Extension Communications 
at extdigest@umn.edu. University of 
Minnesota Extension is an equal op-
portunity educator and employer. 

Southeast Partnership now accepting proposals 
for community-led sustainability projects 

Jasinski

stresses that caution is warranted, 
commenting “Regardless of the re-
cent cold weather, many area lakes 
have open water near aeration sys-
tems, in shallow areas over points, 
and beneath ice ridges.” Soupir rec-
ommends extreme caution when 
driving on any body of water in the 

area. 
He rates fishing pressure as mod-

erate compared to historical counts, 
with about 197 houses currently in 
place on Waseca’s Clear Lake. 

Clear, he mentions, is one of 16 
“tier one” lakes in the Waterville 
Area; he calls it “one of the more 
stable” in the habitat it provides for 
naturally occurring and stocked fish, 
saying walleye fingerlings and pike 
are stocked there. Counts indicate 
bass, bluegill and crappie are abun-
dant naturally. 

The bass are something of a spe-

cial case in Clear Lake. Soupir says 
they appear in relatively high 
numbers and many have grown to 
nearly 20 inches, but a special regu-
lation means bass are “catch and re-
lease” only. 

Loon Lake’s role in the area plan 
is quite different from Clear’s: It is 
actually used as a rearing pond for 
walleye fry. A few days after hatch-
ing, the mosquito-sized fish are re-
leased in Loon Lake, usually in early 
May. In fall, after fish have reached 
“fall fingerling” size of about 4 to 6 
inches in length, fishery staff returns 

and harvests them; they are stocked 
in selected lakes, including Clear. 

Soupir explains a fair number of 
shallow lakes and ponds in the region 
are used this way, some providing 
excellent Walleye angling in sub-
sequent winters. He also points out 
any walleye which don’t happen to 
be harvested are fair game for an-
glers. The lake was most recently 
stocked with fry in May 2024, so he 
suggests there may be walleye as 
large as 6 to 8 inches in the lake, on 
top of any even larger fish carried 
over from previous years’ stockings. 

■ Lake 
 from Page 1

cussed was Oak Park, which con-
tains the local skate park, as well 

as efforts for maintenance and up-
keep of the area. Christiansen 
noted that public feedback regard-
ing the park and its future use by 
the community is encouraged and 
will assist with future investment 
in the park. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:36 
p.m. 

■ Waseca 
 from Page 3

Waseca, MN – The Minnesota 
Board of Water and Soil Re-
sources (BWSR) approved $9.5 
million in Clean Water Fund 
grants at its December board meet-
ing for projects designed to im-
prove water quality in lakes, 
rivers, streams and groundwater 
across the state. Waseca Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) received a $76,500 grant 
to protect and improve the water 
quality in Reeds Lake. This grant 
is one of 34 awards BWSR ap-
proved this year to fund voluntary 
conservation projects, including 
those focused specifically on im-
proving and protecting drinking 
water. 

“This project on Reeds Lake is 
a good fit for the MN Clean Water 
Fund for several reasons” said 
Mark Schaetzke, District Manager 
for Waseca SWCD. “Landowners 
approached us with a ravine ero-
sion problem right next to two 
houses, utilities, and a road. Com-
plex engineering is required for a 
problem like this to find a solution 
that will 

stabilize this for years to come. 
Reeds Lake is a priority watershed 
for us because it is one of the few 
area lakes that meets water quality 
standards for water clarity, nu-
trients, and recreation and we want 
to keep it in good shape. 

Reeds also has an active Lake 
Association that can be a good 
partner in this effort.” 

Waseca SWCD will use the 

grant funding to find an engi-
neered solution to stabilize the 
ravine erosion, identify possible 
voluntary projects around the lake 
to protect the water quality of the 
lake, and work with landowners to 
get the projects installed. Work on 
the grant is expected to begin in 
the spring of 2025 and be com-
pleted within a year. Required 
matching funds for the grant are 
anticipated to come from the land-
owners, Reeds Lake Association, 
and Waseca SWCD. 

“Local governments are ready 
to work with private landowners 
across Minnesota to implement 
projects that will make meaningful 
progress toward improving water 
quality,” said BWSR Executive 
Director John Jaschke. “These 
grants are a key component in on-
going efforts to keep our water 
clean and our lakes, rivers and 
groundwater healthy.” 

BWSR awards competitive 
CWF grants annually. The state is 
shifting to a Watershed-Based Im-
plementation Funding model, 
which offers consistent, noncom-
petitive funding to planning part-
nerships with approved watershed 
management plans. This helps 
partnerships focus on the highest 
priority projects within a specific 
watershed. 

Competitive CWF grants re-
main an important part of conser-
vation delivery despite this shift, 
offering funding to individual dis-
tricts for project implementation. 

SWCD receives 
$76,500 grant 
from BWSR



1925 
- Commenting on sugar and the tariff, the Spokane Spokesman Review 

says: “President Coolidge told the public that the protective tariff had but 
a slight bearing on past high sugar prices and that world conditions of pro-
duction and consumption accounted for them. That the President was right 
is shown in news dispatches from Denver, which report that beet sugar 
prices there have dropped to the lowest mark recorded in local markets in 
many years at $7.05 cwt. and cane sugar, wholesale, $7.25. Here is seen 
the play of the law of supply and demand.” 

- W. E. Boeke, former manager of the Empire Milling Company, and a 
resident of Janesville for many years, arrived here Friday evening on a brief 
visit. It is a matter well known here that for the last few years, Mr. Boeke 
has been and still is manager of the Cascade Milling and Elevator Company 
of Cascade, Montana. As manager of this big business institution he has 
been as successful as he was in the management of the mills here. In a brief 
conversation Saturday evening Mr. Boeke expressed his abiding faith in 
Montana. Despite the fact that it has run up against and encountered num-
berless obstacles that lessened its productive activity it is now coming into 
its own. 

1950 
- Final plans are now complete for the 1950 Farm and Home Week. It 

will be Jan. 31-Feb. 3 on the St. Paul campus of the University of Minne-
sota. Word was received today from J. O. Christianson, agricultural short 
course director, that final arrangements have been made for one of the stron-
gest Farm and Home Week programs in recent years. A total of 178 dis-
cussions, meeting and assemblies have been prepared for farmers, 
homemakers and townspeople from Waseca and other Minnesota counties. 
There will be 160 talks on new farming and homemaking development 
during the four days at University Farm. 

- At a dinner meeting held Wednesday evening last week at the Waseca 
Hotel, Campaign Manager Lloyd R. Kelly of the Waseca County March 
of Dimes drive in addressing a large gathering of county unit workers gave 
out the following information. “The National Foundation Treasury is vir-
tually broke.” Along with other information in regard to the situation he 
stated that only $93,000 was on hand for the national organization to oper-
ate from December 1, 1949 until money from the present campaign be-
comes available. Mr. Kelly stated that over one million dollars would be 
needed to cover expenses incurred during that period. 

- A fire Monday evening at the Elmer Arndt farm, located seven miles 
southeast of Janesville, badly damaged the hog house on the farm but with 
the speedy help of the Janesville Fire Department and neighbors all other 
buildings were saved. Damage is estimated to have been between $400 and 
$500. The fire was caused by an overheated feed cooker. The help of his 
neighbors enabled Mr. Arndt to hold the fire down to some degree until the 
arrival of the fire department. 

- The 1950 edition of the nationally famous St. Paul Winter Carnival will 
have its premiere, Friday, Jan. 27, when Norman H. Nelson, King Boreas 
XIV, will officially take over the royal sceptre from C. A. Maley, reigning 
king, in elaborate pageantry at the Ice Throne in downtown St. Paul. 

1975 
- If enough Janesville people come forth with ideas and interest, the city 

would benefit by a sizeable federal grant in the next few years. So said 
Councilman Steve Sens as he explained the Community Development Act 
of 1974 which will make $4.4 million dollars available to cities in outstate 
Minnesota in 1975. 

- “As far as I’m concerned, municipal power is one of the wisest deci-
sions the city of Janesville ever made. With the cost of power going up and 
the growing load on other power companies, we’re locky to have our own 
plant.” So said Harvey Schaetzke as he joined members of the Municipal 
Power and Light Board for a final picture following his retirement after 13 
years on the board. He completed his term January 1 and was replaced by 
Ralph Klampe. 

- Lieutenant Governor Rudy Perpich, Chairman of the Minnesota Amer-
ican Revolution Bicentennial Commission, today announced that the ap-
plication of the City of Janesville to become a Bicentennial Community 
has been approved by the Commission. The application will be forwarded 
to Washington, D. C., where the American Revolution Bicentennial Ad-
ministration will officially grant recognition as a Bicentennial Community. 
Official presentation of the Bicentennial flag will then be arranged. 

- Jeff Lau, 214 West Second, had over 80 stitches taken in his face late 
Sunday night, but the Janesville man considers himself lucky after he and 
his snowmobile tangled with a barb wire fence near the Ron Schuch farm 
northwest of Janesville. “He’s in a lot of pain,” his father, Wilfred, told the 
Argus Monday, “but it could have been worse. Jeff was lucky the wire 
missed his eyes and throat.” 

2000 
- The Janesville-WaldorfPemberton High School held a mini-job fair on 

Thursday, Jan. 6, over the two student lunch hours. Two representatives 
were on hand to discuss with the students job opportunities in the nursing 
home field and also in the trade-technical fields. 

- Some Janesville-WaldorfPemberton High School students made it their 
responsibility to educate themselves on the “ins and outs” of our local gov-
ernment on Monday, Jan. 19. Approximately 26 students attended a Min-
nesota State Capitol Lab, as part of a project for their government class. 
“Not all of the students were from lass. Some people brought interested 
friends along, and we took Eva Kastella, our German exchange student, so 
that she could see the Capitol,” said senior participant Jacob Volkmann. 

- A stifling defense and some early long-range gunning turned Thursday’s 
Gopher Conference rivalry into a rout. The Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton 
girls’ basketball team won their 10th consecutive game by blasting area 
rival, WatervilleElysian-Morristown 56-32 at Waterville. The Bulldogs re-
mained in a first place tie with Blooming Prairie at 6-0 and raised their 
overall mark to 10-1.

25 Years Ago 
-A day on the ice – Waseca brothers, Nicholas (left) and Adam Madsen 

enjoyed the 51ST annual V.F.W. Post 1642 ice fishing contest held Sunday 
on Clear Lake.  

-Dr. Andrew Adair of the Waseca Medical Center-Mayo Health Systems 
residency program presented information to the Waseca School Board at 
its Thursday night meeting on how the medical center may be able to pro-
vide some services to the Waseca School District at no cost.  

-Ron Koble was taking some time to relax in one-of-a-kind wagon wheel 
rocking chair in front of the fireplace in the recreation room of his Waseca 
home. Just recently, Police Officer Koble, the school liaison officer in 
Waseca, used a few days of his vacation to complete the building of the un-
usual looking rocking chair in which he was sitting.  

-In remembrance of his brother Steven, who passed away suddenly at age 
35, School Liaison Officer Ron Koble completed a solid oak wagon wheel 
rocking chair his brother had begun before his death.  

50 Years Ago 

-Introduction to Scared Heart – FIRST GRADE teacher Mrs. Judy 
Clasen at Sacred Heart School made potential students for next year 
feel at home in her classroom visiting and working with her first 
graders during the annual open house for kindergartners.  

-Roy Lukken, Waseca area farmer, has accepted a posi-
tion as an Agricultural Management Consultant and Re-
source Person at the University of Minnesota Technical 
College-Waseca. In making the announcement of Lukken’s 
appointment, UMW Provost E.C. Frederick said that this 
was done “to provide an effective link between the day-to-
day management on the farm and classroom.”  

-Bob Gielow, a native of Red Wing, was re-
cently named the new Waseca County Probation Officer. 
He has been employed by the county since Jan. 1 and re-
placed former probation officer, Jim Edmister. Edmister is 
now employed with the State Department of Corrections 
office, based in Owatonna.  

75 Years Ago 
-GOOD HEARING IS ONE of the pre-requisites of a good student- 

that is one of the beliefs of the Waseca school board. Shown above test-
ing the hearing of David Roemhildt of District 6 is Mrs. Robert Wyman, 

school nurse. Superintendent K.O. Dahlager beams is approval of the 
new plan to use the audiometer to check the hearing of some 1,200 stu-
dents to give them every opportunity to do their best in school work. 
Virginia Wiese is waiting her turn for the auditory check-up.  

-Friends of the honorable H.M. Gallagher packed the 
Sacred Heart school auditorium Sunday evening for a tes-
timonial program arranged by the local council of the 
Knights of Columbus. He was honored as the recipient of the 
Knighthood of St. Gregory – an honor bestowed by the Pope 
and founded by the Pope Gregory XVI in 1831. 

100 Years Ago 
-An average price for the year of over 50 cents a pound for butterfat, an 

average cash payment of considerably more than a thousand dollars a day 
to the patrons and an increase of more than 78,000 pounds over the butter 
made in 1923, were some of the high spots in the annual report of the 
Waseca Creamery, read to the patrons by the secretary, Frank Wood, at the 
annual meeting on last Monday afternoon.  

-The Lloyd Scott Auto. Co., of Mankato, have leased display space in the 
front room of the Lewer-Woodhall-Cunningham Co., garage and will take 
over the agency for the Buick Automobiles, for this county. They will have 
a working agreement on Buick sales with the Lewer Co. The latter firm will 
move their offices to the center of the building, underneath the repair shop, 
which will enable them to give very prompt service on both Buick and other 
cars.  

-The local law firm of Moonan & Moonan won a case of state-wide in-
terest in Supreme Court last week. The decision handed down by Chief Jus-
tice Wilson and unanimously endorsed by the other members of the court, 
states that a life insurance cannot be forfeited if a note given in payment of 
the premium is unpaid when due, when the insurance policy does not con-
tain language declaring such note forfeited.  
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Waseca
25 Years Back 

- The real first Minnesota snowfall just before Christmas was just per-
fect for snowballing and erecting snowmen! These young fellows went 
all out as they fashioned a giant snowman, complete with Christmas 
lights in front of the Dennis Warke home in New Richland. They are 
from the left: David Root, Brian Bergland and Justin Lewer. 

- Tuesday supper guests of Esther Bohm were Gerald and Bonnie 
Groskreutz of wells. John and Elaine Tesch were New Years supper 
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Miller. On Friday, December 24, Herman 
and Grace Miller joined family members at the Steve and Ruth Vance 
home in Chanhassen for their annual family christmas party. They attend 
Christmas Eve services at the Church of the Living Christ in Chanhassen.  

-Lisa Renae Kyte and Kyle Bert Schlaak were united in marriage June 
12, 1999, at the Waseca Evangelical Free Church. Pastor Dan VanLoon 
officiated the 4 p.m. double ring ceremony. Parents of the couple are Joe 
and Bonnie Kyte and Lyle and Diane Schlaak, all of New Richland.  

- Stacey Krause, who was named student of the month for December 
at New RIchland-Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva High School was congrat-
ulated this week by the Science instructors, Sam Macklay (left) and Terry 
Anderson (right). Stacey Krause was named student of the month for De-
cember at New RIchland-Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva High School by 
the Science Department. A daughter of Dennis and Sue Krause of rural 
New RIchland, Stacey is the member of the high school's speech team 
and is a teacher's aid at the local school. She is a bible study leader at her 
church. Wehn Stacey was asked why she would like to be an Elk Student 
of the month, she explained she has worked hard to achieve a high grade 
point average. “The scholarship would help greatly in funding my college 
education” she added. Stacey has been accepted at Minnesota State Uni-
versity at Mankato.  

50 Years Back  
- Larry Spear is opening an accounting office in New Richland, Mon-

day, January 20 in the Farm and Home Real Estate building, one half 
block west of the corner of Broadway and 2nd St. NW. A member of the 
Minnesota Association for Public Accountants, throughout the year he 
has attended monthly meetings which presented information on tax law 
changes, manual versus computer to ethics of the profession.  

- The Dean's List for the fall semester at St.Mary's College of Winona, 
Minnesota has been announced by Dr. Ulric Scott, vice president for ac-
ademic affairs. The list includes 103 students who have attained an aca-
demic grade point average of 3.8 or better on a 4.0 scale. Students from 
this area are: Robert J. Yerhot of New Richland and Thomas F. Clasen, 
both of Waseca.  

- The New Richland-Hartland high school wrestlers defeated Alden, 
22-21, Friday. After trailing Alden following the third match, 15-3, the 
Cards came back to win in the final match of the evening which found 
Rich Westland defeating Bob Scrabeck, 9-3. 98 Ib - Brad Whelan(A) 
pinned Mike Wallin(NR) 3:11. 105 Ib - Daryl Reimer(A) dec. Eric 
Espe(NR) 5-2.  

112 Ib - Brian Wittmer(A) pinned Jim Battey(NR) 4:19. 119 Ib - KEvin 
Knutson(NR) dec. Daryl Sanderson(A) 10-2. 126 Ib - Scott Smith(NR) 
dec. Brian Whelan(A) 8-3. 132 Ib - Randy Warke(NR) dec. Craig Whe-
lan(A) 4-1. 138 Ib - Hiroshi Nisiumaki(NR) dec. Cory Carlson(A) 16-4. 
145 Ib - Burton Berg(NR) dec. Steve Lindeman(A) 3-2. 155 Ib - Randy 
Whelan(A) dec. Keith Root(NR) 11-9. 167 Ib - Gordy Ebnet(NR) dec. 
Rick Newman(A) 9-1. 180 Ib - Clair Drescher(A) dec. Al 
Bartholmey(NR) 5-2. Hwt. - Rich Westland(NR) dec. Bob Scrabeck(A) 
9-3.  

75 Years Back  
-Theron Johnston Former New Richland man, son of Mrs. W.R. Johns-

ton, who sold his Coast-to-Coast store in Canton, S. D. last summer, 
made a deal last week at Waterville taking over the Ford Agency garage 
there. Mr. and Mrs. Johnston and son have been living in Owatonna the 
past few months. Mr. Johnston will change the name of the garage to 
Waterville Motor Co. and will have a grand opening soon.  

- Mr. and Mrs. John E. Wallace of New Richland became the parents 
of a daughter on February 9, born at the Naeve hospital, Albert Lea. Mrs. 
Wallace is the former Vivian Hanson.  

-The League of Women Voters will be entertained at the home of Mrs. 
Edwards Silvers, Tuesday evening February 14. Guest speakers are to be 
Hope Washburn and Barbara Stuhler of Minneapolis, president and sec-
retary respectively, of the State Organization Committee of League of 
Women Voters. They will discuss state economic problems.

Learn more about Waseca 
County’s past by taking the History Tour, a virtual 
walkthrough of about 30 na琀onally and even inter-
na琀onally known events which occurred here. Use 
the QR code or link. 

tours.discoverwasecatours.com/2 

Emmit Culver and Steven 
Snyder are the owners of Pinnacle 
Pro Wrestling. Culver said his role 
is to plan, schedule, and promote 
events. Also on staff, he said, are 
a DJ, photographer, and announcer 
Travis Sharpe. 

As if on cue,  Sharpe, wearing 
an impeccable “black on black” 
suit, climbed into the ring to wel-
come the next competitors in typi-
cal announcer fashion, “….and in 
this corner, straight from the deep-
est jungles of Mexico…..”  

A tanned, muscular wrestler 
stepped out from behind the cur-
tain flexing and getting the crowd 
riled up.   

Culver said Pinnacle only per-
forms in Minnesota. “We like 
these little towns because we get 
way better exposure than people 
think we do.” He mentioned that 
the wrestlers each come up with 
their own back stories, write their 

own biographies, and design their 
own wardrobes, “These guys are 
independent wrestlers, we sign 
them up and then promote them. 
We occasionally have guys mov-
ing on from us to the pros and 
that’s really cool, but it’s not your 
typical scouting process, we’re all 
working together.  

“This,” he said while pointing to 
the ring and the two wrestlers fac-
ing off inside it, “is a sort of prov-
ing ground for the pros. If they can 
do it here, odds are they can do it 
in the big leagues.” 

Culver revealed Pinnacle will be 
back at the Mill April 5. On that 
day a PPW Heavyweight Cham-
pion will be selected from a group 
of performers, in Culver's words, 
“It will be a tournament to deter-
mine who moves up.” September 
6, Pinnacle will be taking over 
Owatonna’s  Four Seasons Arena 
all day, said Culver, “The first half 
of the day will be a meet and greet, 
autographs and such, the second 
half will be all wrestling mania.”  

Wrestling souvenirs were avail-
able on Saturday; the Mill pro-
vided a cash bar. 

■ Pinacle 
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The Waseca High School
wrestling team hosted
Windom/Mountain Lake and
Martin County West Thursday,
winning one of two dual meets.

The Bluejays defeated Martin
County West 42-35.

Waseca wins were by Kaiya

Stagman, 114 pounds; Jackson
Janike, 121; Deven Parpart, 139,
Slade Barnett, 160; Matthew
Veroeven, 215; and Ben Hagen,
285. Also wrestling for the
Bluejays were Archer O'Brien,
127; Jacob Knutson, 133; Jaden
Schafer, 145; Oliver Staloch, 152;

and Ton Bethke, 189. The Bluejays
forfeited at 172.

Waseca was edged 38-30 by
Windom/Mountain Lake, with vic-
tories by Staloch, 152; Barnett,
160; Bethke, 172; Veroeven, 215;
and Hagen, 285. The Bluejays for-
feited at 114 and 189.

After a Tuesday triangular at
Blue Earth Area, the Bluejays host
a triangular at 5 p.m. Feb. 4. The
Big South Conference tournament
is Feb. 17. Section team semifinals
are Feb. 15 at the Rochester Mayo
Civic Center, with section individ-
uals Feb. 21 and 22 at Rochester.

The Waseca High School gym-
nastics team finished third among
seven teams in Saturday's Kasson-
Mantorville Invitational.

Farmington took the team title
with 138.3 points, with Triton sec-
ond at 135.04. The Bluejays
totaled 134.25 points. Also com-
peting were Rochester Mayo,
Rochester Century, Red Wing and
Faribault.

It was another big day for the
Bluejays' Bella Wikan, who cap-
tured the all-around crown with
37.25 points. Wikan won the
uneven parallel bars at 9.45, fin-
ished first in the floor exercise
with a 9.5, second in vault at 9.2
and second on the balance beam at
9.1.

Other all-around scores for
WHS: Brooklyn Flatau 32.0;
Hannah Parks 31.85; Katelyn
Weber, 31.8; Avery Carda, 31.7;
Enja Francois-Saint-Cyr 21.2;
Miley Anderson 14.2.

Other events:
Vault - Flatau 8.75; Weber 8.45;

Carda 8.2; Parks 7.8; Francois-
Saint-Cyr 7.6.

Bars - Weber 7.6; Carda 7.6;
Parks 7.55; Flatau 7.2; Anderson
3.0

Beam - Weber 8.05; Carda 8.0;
Parks 8.0; Flatau 7.65; Francois-
Saint-Cyr 6.6; Anderson 5.5.

Floor - Parks 8.5; Flatau 8.4;
Carda 7.9; Weber 7.7; Francois-
Saint-Cyr 7.0; Anderson 5.7.

After hosting Fairmont
Tuesday, the Bluejays compete in
the Big South Conference cham-
pionship Feb. 7.

The section finals are Feb. 13 at
St. James.
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BIG BASKET – Above, the Bluejays and coach Anthony Jackson celebrate a big first-half three-pionter that helped the Waseca
High School girls’ basketball team defeated Worthington, 60-56. Among those pictured: Hannah Sommers (41), Addison Kelm (21)
and Lily Owens (24). Below left, Mia Kanewischer drives while Worthington’s Jayden Spurtz defends. Below right, the Bluejays’
Ava Miller ties up Worthington’s  Alaina Fell, who was called for traveling on the play. Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens

The South Central Flyers girls’
hockey team skated to a 4-3 tri-
umph at Austin last week.

Maddy Benson scored two
goals for the Flyers, with one
apiece by Emma Huelsnitz and
Stevie Johnston. Assists were by
Huelsnitz, Benson, Alison Drager
and Kaylee Lawson.

Ilamay Draheim was the goal
for South Central.

The girls lost 7-0 at Marshall on
Friday, getting outshot 63-3.

The Flyers skate Saturday at 6
p.m. at Simley and play Feb. 5 at 7

p.m. at Windom.
The section tournament starts

Feb. 5.

Big South Standings

WLT     PTS       Ov.

Marshall 11-0-1 23 20-2-1

MN River 10-1-1 21 16-4-1

Luverne 10-2-0 20 15-6-2

Fairmont 7-6-0 14 13-9-1

So. Central 4-9-2 9 9-14-1

New Ulm 2-6-1 5 9-12-2

Worthington 1-10-1 3 4-15-1

Windom 0-11-1 1 6-15-2

After enduring a tough stretch
the previous week, the Waseca
High School boys’ hockey team
turned things around Friday at
home against Windom, winning
with a football-like score of 17-0.

Scoring goals for the Bluejays
were Griffin Storey, Brayden
Hesch-Priem, Cash Lynch, Jayden
Gehring, Otto Schoenrock, Jude
Gehring, Jackson Tesch and Avery
Selvik.

Assists went to Schoenrock,
Jude Gehring, Jayden Gehring,
Hesch-Priem, Dahl, Beckett Srp,
Lucas Groll, Storey and Tesch.

The Bluejays led 9-0 after one
period and 15-0 after two. They
outshot the Eagles 61-2.

Josiah Schmidt was in goal for
Waseca.

The Bluejays, 14-2-2 overall,
are 9-1-1 in the Big South, good
for third place behind Luverne and
New Ulm.

After a Tuesday game at
Redwood Valley, Waseca skates
Feb. 4 at Minnesota River and
Feb. 6 at home against Fairmont.

Big South Standings

WLT   PTS   Overall
Luverne 10-0-1 21 15-2-1
New Ulm 6-3-0 20 9-8-1
Waseca 9-1-1 19 14-2-2
Marshall 6-5-0 12 7-11-0
Minn. River 5-2-0 10 9-8-0
Worthington 5-8-0 10 6-13-0
Windom 5-8-0 10 5-13-1
Redwood V. 1-11-0 2 2-16-0
Fairmont 0-10-0 0 0-14-0

WHS icemen bounce
back in a very big way
Bluejays defeat Worthington, 17-0

Flyers skate past Austin

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

Friday was a good day to be a fan
of Waseca High School girls’ bas-
ketball.

The Bluejays notched their long-
awaited second victory of the sea-
son, rallying from a halftime deficit
to defeat visiting Worthington 60-
56.

The win improved the Bluejays,
0-3 in the Big South East, to 2-16
overall.

The Bluejays started the game
strong, sinking a number of first-
half three-pointers while building a
big lead. But the Trojans fought
back and forged a halftime advan-
tage.

Waseca retook the lead around the
7-minute mark of the second half
and held a five-point lead with 20

seconds left. Worthington hit a three
to cut it to two with 13 seconds
remaining.

Then Gaby Lopez broke full-
court pressure and bounced a pass to
Katelyn McMurphrey for the game-
clinching lay-up.

Gracie Morgan led three Waseca
players in double figures with 15
points, adding 3 rebounds. Callie
Dufault finished with 14 points and
6 assists, Mia Kanewischer 13
points and 8 rebounds.

ALso: Lexi Kanewischer 3P;

Lopez 5P; McMurphrey 4P, Maren
Schimming 2P; Lily Owens 4P.

“Mia, Gracie and Callie each hit
big shots on the second half,
momentum-changing shots that
allowed us to take the lead,” said
Waseca coach Anthony Jackson.
“I’m proud of the girls’ perserver-
ance in the comeback. I’m especial-
ly proud of our defensive effort in
the second half, holding
Worthington to 18 points.”

Earlier in the week, the Bluejays
lost 80-46 at New Ulm.

Scoring: Morgan 14, Dufault 12,
Lopez 6, Mia Kanewischer 6,
Hannah Sommers 4 and Owens 2.

The Bluejays were seeking anoth-
er victory Monday at home against
Blue Earth Area, whom Waseca
defeated earlier this season at Blue
Earth. They were also hopful of a
win Tuesday at home against win-
less Medford.

The Bluejays play Friday at
Marshall and Feb. 3 at home against
Sibley East.

Big South East

Tri-City United 6-2 13-3

Jackson Co. Central 5-2 12-6

Fairmont 4-2 11-5

Belle Plaine 3-3 7-10

Waseca 0-3 2-16

Blue Earth 0-6 0-15

“I’m especially proud of our defen-
sive effort in the second half.”

— WHS coach Anthony Jackson

WHS girls rally past Worthington

Wikan Flatau

WHS matmen upend MCW, 42-35

Wikan wins all-around as
gymnasts take 3rd at KM

WASECA WINS – Helping the Waseca High School wrestling team defeat Martin County West last week were, Deven Parpart, left,
and Slade Barnett, right.                                                             Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens

The New Richland-Hartland-
Ellendale-Geneva High School
wrestling team traveled to St.
James for a quadrangular last
Thursday.

The Panthers dropped three
dual meets, 48-24 to St.
James/Madelia, 61-9 to St. Peter
and 14-9 to Pipestone Area.

“Our efforts were better tonigh,
than what we have been demon-
strating as of late,” said NRHEG
coach Shawn Larson. “When we
decide to use what have been
working on in practice, we are
able to move our opponents, score
points, and when we execute just
right, we are able to win.”

And the Panthers, according to
Larson, are moving closer to
fielding a full competitive lineup.

“We are at a competitive disad-
vantage when we aren’t able to
get our full team out there,” he
said. “We will continue to work
on cleaning up mistakes, being
more aggressive, and condition-

ing to give ourselves the best
chance as the season moves
toward the section tournaments.”

After a Tuesday triangular at
Dodge Center, the Panthers wres-
tle Thursday at 7 p.m. against
WEM/JWP at Waterville. They
compete Saturday in the Maple
River Invitational.

NRHEG matmen
move closer to
filling out lineup

“We are at a
competitive
disadvantage
when we aren’t
able to get our
full team out
there.”

— NRHEG coach
Shawn Larson



MAN OF MANY TALENTS – Waseca High School sophomore Deron Russell, who scored his
1,000th career point in his previous game, also shows he can play defense (above), hit the three
(below left) and distribute the basketball (below right).                    Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens
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The NRHEG High School
boys’ basketball team took a long
road trip to Sherburn last week
and lost 69-47 to Martin County
West.

“The score wasn't indicative of
how the game really went,”
explained NRHEG head coach
Dan Schmidt. “We played neck-
and-neck with them through most
of the first half, before giving up a
run towards the end, to trail 37-20
at the break.”

At halftime, the Panthers dis-
cussed adjustments they needed to
make. The result was a fine start
for the Panthers, who cut the lead
to 6.

“But MCW ramped up the pres-
sure and we lost our composure
and just never fully recovered,”
said Schmidt.

Greyson Schaefer came off the
bench to lead the Panthers with 17
points and 9 rebounds.

“Greyson played a heck of a
game off the bench for the second
straight game,” said Schmidt.
“He's been bringing so much more
passion and energy the last couple
of games.  I'm proud of him for
the way he's turning things
around.

Also for NRHEG: Calvin
Nissen 1 steal; Owen Wayne 10P,
3R, 1 assist, 1S; Brendan Schmidt
4P, 3R, 5A; Justin Beauvais 1R,
1S; Lavon Jewison 2R, 1 blocked
shot; Hudson Chrz 11P, 2E, 1A,
1S, 2B; Jase Knudson 3P, 2R, 4A;
Jordan Brouwers 2P, 1R, 1A.

On Friday, the Panthers were
upended 59-24 at Blooming
Prairie.

Individually: Schaefer 2P, 4R,
1A, 1S, 1B; Wayne 1P, 4R, 3A,
3S; Beauvais 2P, 2R, 1A, 1S;
Jewison 3P, 1R, 1S, 1B; Dom
Olson 6R; Chrz 5P, 1R, 1S, 2B;
Gavin Lewison 1R; Knudson 2P,
2R, 1A, 1S, 1B; Brouwers 9P, 2R,
2S.

Last Monday, the Panthers fell
82-52 at LCWM.

“We took on a very good
squad,” said Schmidt.

It was below-zero temps out-
side, but the shooting in the gym
was on fire.

“LCWM does such a great job
moving the ball and finding open
shots that they put a lot of pressure
on a defense,” said Schmidt. “I
felt that despite their hot shooting,
that we actually played a pretty
clean game in comparison to some
of our others, defensively.
Offensively, we moved the ball so

much better than what we did the
previous game or two.”

NRHEG kept it close in the first
half, trailing 45-31 at the intermis-
sion.

“They methodically pulled
away in the second half, as you
could see us running out of
steam,” said Schmidt. “I'm proud
of the boys in the way they kept
working and never got down on
themselves. And, we saw some
good things from guys off the
bench. We continue to work on
improving the little things, which
will help get us over the top one of
these days. We have a stretch of
games coming up that can give us
opportunities to pick up not only
the first win, but string some
together.”

Individually vs. LCWM:
Schaefer 13P, 1A; Nissen 3P, 1R;
Wayne 6P, 1R, 5A; Schmidt 6P,
1A, 2S, 1B; Beauvais 1S; Jewison
6P, 2R, 1A, 1S, 1B; Chrz 13P, 3R,
2S; Sean Lassahn 4P, 2R;
Knudson 5P, 4R, 1A, 3S, 1B;
Brouwers 2P, 4R, 1S.

The Panthers, 0-3 in the Gopher
Conference West and 0-14 overall,
were looking for win No. 1 as they
played at winless Medford
Tuesday. They play Thursday at
United South Central.

NRHEG basketball
boys see progress
despite three losses

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

A year ago, the Waseca vs. New
Ulm boys’ basketball game would
have shaped up as a close contest.

This season, it was just another
Bluejay victory — despite the fact
the visiting Eagles put up a strong
fight.

“New Ulm played us really
tough all night, and we never real-
ly found our groove,” said Waseca
head coach Seth Anderson. “We
shot 40 percent for the game and
23 percent from 3.”

It added up to a 74-59 triumph
for the Bluejays at Waseca last
Monday, improving their record to
18 wins without a loss.

The Bluejays led 41-29 at half-
time.

Sophomore Deron Russell, who
scored his 1,000th career point in
the previous game, led the
Bluejays in scoring with 21 points.

Carson Ohnstad scored 17,
Damarius Russell 12, Ethan Hiller
11, Isaac Feldkamp 8 and Wyatt
Hager 5.

Damarius Russell led Waseca
with 8 rebounds. Deron and
Feldkamp pulled down 7 apiece,
Ohnstad 6, Hiller and Hager 5
each.

Damarius was tops on the team
with 8 assists and 5 steals.

After playing Monday at Blue
Earth Area, the Bluejays return to
their home court Friday at 7:30
p.m. against Marshall. They travel
to Truman to face Granada-
Huntley/East Chain Feb. 6 at 7:15.
They have a big game at Jackson
County Central Feb. 8 at 1:30.

Big South East

W-L   Overall

Waseca 3-0 18-0

Jackson Co. Central 5-2 14-2

Belle Plaine 5-1 11-3

Fairmont 3-3 11-6

Blue Earth Area 2-4 8-8

Tri-City United 0-8 0-16

Class 2A state rankings

By Minnesota Basketball News

Week 8, Jan. 22, 2025

1. Albany 14-0

2. Waseca 18-0

3. Caledonia 14-2

4. Jackson County Central 14-1

5. Montevideo 13-1

6. Breck 9-6

7. Blake 11-1

8. Warroad 15-0

9. Cannon Falls 13-2

10. Belle Plaine 11-3

Don’t look now, but the
Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton High
School girls’ basketball team is
enjoying a great season.

The Bulldogs, coached by
Brandon Goebel, improved their
overall record to 16-2 and enhanced
their Gopher Conference West
record to 4-0 with three victories
last week.

The Bulldogs defeated Kenyon-
Wanamingo 65-45 in a nonconfer-
ence game.

JWP leaders: Mikayla Wheelock
15 points, 4 rebounds; Katie Olson
13P, 4 steals; Presley James 10P,
17R, 5 assists; Nevaeh Weimert 8P;
Kwynn Krause 7P, 4R; Hope
Dimmel 6P, 9R.

The Bulldogs upended noncon-
ference foe New Ulm Cathedral 59-
39.

Individually: Olson 16P, 5R, 4S;

Weimert 10P, 3A; Wheelock 13P,
7R; Weimert 10P, 3A; Dimmel 6P,
7R.

In Gopher Conference play, the
Bulldogs defeated WEM 60-44.

The leaders: Olson 25P, 9R, 6S;
James 13P, 12R, 3S; Weimert 9P,
6R, 5A; Wheelock 8P, 6R; Dimmel
9R.

After playing Monday at United
South Central and Tuesday at home
against Tri-City United, the
Bulldogs play Saturday at 5:45 p.m.
at St. Clair. They’re at winless
Medford Feb. 3.

Gopher Conference West

W-L        Ov.
JWP 4-0 16-2
NRHEG 3-1 12-5
WEM 2-2 11-8
United South Central 1-3 11-8
Medford 0-4 0-18

The WEM/JWP High School
wrestling team continued its win-
ning ways last week, emerging vic-
torious in four of five dual meets.

The results:
WEM-JWP (WEJW) 45.0 Tri-

City United (TCU) 21.0

107: Owen Delander (TCU) over
Jacksten Knish (WEJW) (TF 16-0
3:58) 114: Bre` Ana Masso
(WEJW) over  (TCU) (For.) 121:
Trey Richards (WEJW) over
Griffin Lemieux (TCU) (Dec 15-
13) 127: Carson Petry (WEJW)
over Gage Factor (TCU) (Dec 7-4)
133: Tucker Skluzacek (TCU) over
Carson  James (WEJW) (Fall 0:31)
139: Brady  Murphy (WEJW) over
(TCU) (For.) 145: Cowen Bruzek
(TCU) over Reed Sammon
(WEJW) (Fall 3:40) 152: Nathan
Blaschko (TCU) over Lucas
Morsching (WEJW) (MD 13-0)
160: Luke  Cahill (WEJW) over
Maxxis Ross (TCU) (Dec 12-11)
172: Maddox Moreno (WEJW)
over Toren Kelly (TCU) (Fall 4:44)
189: Avery Fall (WEJW) over
Ethan Woldsnes (TCU) (Fall 4:33)
215: Kavan Sheehy (WEJW) over
(TCU) (For.) 285: Keegan Kuball
(WEJW) over  (TCU) (For.) 

WEM-JWP (WEJW) 57.0

Sibley East (SIEA) 14.0

107: Jacksten Knish (WEJW)
over  (SIEA) (For.) 114: Bre` Ana
Masso (WEJW) over Izabelle
Alejandro (SIEA) (Fall 2:00) 121:

Trey Richards (WEJW) over
(SIEA) (For.) 127: Carson Petry
(WEJW) over  (SIEA) (For.) 133:
Tanner Johnson (SIEA) over
Carson  James (WEJW) (Fall 5:17)
139: Brady  Murphy (WEJW) over
(SIEA) (For.) 145: Benito Diaz
(SIEA) over Ben Root (WEJW)
(TF 15-0 1:53) 152: Lucas
Morsching (WEJW) over  (SIEA)
(For.) 160: Luke  Cahill (WEJW)
over Atley  Strack (SIEA) (Dec 6-
1) 172: Maddox Moreno (WEJW)
over  (SIEA) (For.) 189: Avery Fall
(WEJW) over  (SIEA) (For.) 215:
Gianny  Lopez (SIEA) over Kavan
Sheehy (WEJW) (Dec 4-3) 285:
Keegan Kuball (WEJW) over Axel
Cardenas (SIEA) (Fall 1:41) 

Rocori (ROCO) 35.0 WEM-

JWP (WEJW) 26.0

107: Trey Kraemer (ROCO) over
Jacksten Knish (WEJW) (Dec 0-0)
114: Davey Maldonado (ROCO)
over Bre` Ana Masso (WEJW)
(Fall 2:00) 121: Carter  Kremer
(ROCO) over Trey Richards
(WEJW) (Dec 6-2) 127: Carson
Petry (WEJW) over Mason
Moscho (ROCO) (Dec 6-1) 133:
Easton Rossman (ROCO) over
Carson  James (WEJW) (Fall 2:22)
139: Brady  Murphy (WEJW) over
Mason Molitor (ROCO) (Fall 3:52)
145: Kameron Moscho (ROCO)
over Reed Sammon (WEJW) (Fall
1:33) 152: Lucas Morsching
(WEJW) over Carson Alvardo-

Konz (ROCO) (Dec 13-11) 160:
Sawyer Minnerath (ROCO) over
Luke  Cahill (WEJW) (Dec 7-4)
172: Maddox Moreno (WEJW)
over  (ROCO) (For.) 189: Avery
Fall (WEJW) over Zander Bitker
(ROCO) (Dec 5-3) 215: Cooper
Notch (ROCO) over Kavan Sheehy
(WEJW) (TF 15-0 3:46) 285:
Keegan Kuball (WEJW) over
Aaron Baisley (ROCO) (TF 15-0
5:36) (ROCO wrong score 3.0) 

WEM-JWP (WEJW) 65.0

Minneapolis North Community

(MNC) 10.0

107: Jacksten Knish (WEJW)
over  (MNC) (For.) 114: Bre` Ana
Masso (WEJW) over  (MNC) (For.)
121: Trey Richards (WEJW) over
(MNC) (For.) 127: Carson Petry
(WEJW) over Prince Clark (MNC)
(Fall 0:28) 133: Carson  James
(WEJW) over Dalton Conlin
(MNC) (Fall 1:01) 139: Brady
Murphy (WEJW) over Bravo
Niyonkuru (MNC) (TF 18-0 3:41)
145: Johan Alcantara Lund (MNC)
over Ben Root (WEJW) (TF 17-1
2:55) 152: Lucas Morsching
(WEJW) over Deriyon Skinner
(MNC) (Fall 1:02) 160: Luke
Cahill (WEJW) over  (MNC) (For.)
172: Maddox Moreno (WEJW)
over Cameron Wise (MNC) (Fall
1:52) 189: Jaylen Hutchinson
(MNC) over Dakota Blaisdell
(WEJW) (TF 23-6 5:26) 215: Avery
Fall (WEJW) over Zavier

Alexander (MNC) (Fall 3:16) 285:
Keegan Kuball (WEJW) over
Elliston Rounds (MNC) (Fall 1:26) 

WEM-JWP (WEJW) 42.0

Medford (MEDF) 29.0

107: Kyle Witter (MEDF) over
Jacksten Knish (WEJW) (Fall 1:51)
114: Brenden  Masso (WEJW) over
Micah Wilson (MEDF) (Fall 2:15)
121: Trey Richards (WEJW) over
(MEDF) (For.) 127: Carson Petry
(WEJW) over Boe Wilson (MEDF)
(Fall 0:29) 133: Kaden Harfmann
(MEDF) over Brady  Murphy
(WEJW) (Dec 3-2) 139: Carson
James (WEJW) over  (MEDF)
(For.) 145: Chase Balzer (MEDF)
over Zach  Quast (WEJW) (Fall
4:58) 152: Tanner Milewski
(MEDF) over Lucas Morsching
(WEJW) (Dec 8-6) 160: Luke
Cahill (WEJW) over James Wegner
(MEDF) (Fall 1:16) 172: Aiden
Hunt (MEDF) over Trenton Huber
(WEJW) (Fall 2:33) 189: Maddox
Moreno (WEJW) over Luther
Johannes (MEDF) (Fall 2:14) 215:
Conor Wilson (MEDF) over Kavan
Sheehy (WEJW) (TF 21-3 5:45)
285: Keegan Kuball (WEJW) over
Mason Degrood (MEDF) (Fall
1:48) 

The Grizzlies wrestle Thursday
against NRHEG at 7 p.m. at
Waterville. They compete in the
Maple River Invitational Saturday
at 9:30 a.m.

It was a battle for Gopher
Conference West supremacy as the
Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton High
School boys’ basketball team hosted
WEM last week.

But it didn’t turn into much of a
fight.

The Bulldogs bolted to a 37-32
halftime advantage and cruised to
an 81-56 victory, improving to 3-0
in the Gopher Conference West and
11-4 overall while the Buccaneers
fell to 2-1 and 8-7.

Daulton Bauer had a big night
with 30 points, 8 rebounds, 6 assists
and 3 steals. Gavin Bauer totaled 24
points, 7 rebounds, 3 assists and 4
steals.

Others: Parker Gearity 2P, 4R,
1A; Landon Johnson 11P, 8R, 3A,
1S; Caleb Quast 4P, 4R, 4A, 3s;
Tyson Kronbach 2R; Isaiah Berndt
2P, 1R, 1A; Gavin Weedmen 5P, 2R,
1A; Ethan Born 3P, 9R, 9A.

After hosting USC Monday, the
Bulldogs take the court at 7 p.m.
Saturday at St. Clair. They’re at
winless Medford Feb. 3 at 7:15.

Gopher Conference West

W-L        Ov.
JWP 3-0 11-4
WEM 2-1 8-7
United South Central 2-1 6-11
Medford 0-2 0-13
NRHEG 0-3 0-14

Jays top
New Ulm

JUMP SHOT – NRHEG’s
Jase Knudson puts up a
shot.

Photo by Johnnie Phillips
Steele County Times

Grizzlies win four of five dual meets

Get your sports in the Pioneer • e-mail sportswriter79@yahoo.com

JWP girls improve to 16-2

JWP boys win battle for first
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 220 Elm Ave. East, Waseca, MN • 507-571-3130 • MYBANKFM.COM

gregwilmesroofing.net
gregwilmesroofing@gmail.com

(507) 202-7070

Commercial • Residential • New Construction • Remodeling

GREG WILMES
EXTERIORS

 Shingles, Steel, Rubber Roofing
 Vinyl, Steel, & Cement Board Siding
 Windows & Doors: Insulation, Sheetrock
 All Flooring: Concrete, Patios, Decks
 Seamless Gutters & Gutter Protection Systems
 CertainTeed® Claims Specialist

Greg Wilmes Exteriors LLC • Building Contractor #BC793885

“Footings
to Finish”

iWEALTH – Brad Connors, DOM-
INO’S, MEDIACOM, SUBURBAN 
FURNITURE, and XCEL ENERGY. 
Please thank these sponsors for sup-
porting the 28th Annual  

Frosty: Week 1 Clue 
Much like the legend,  
The 2025 Sleigh and Cutter Frosty 

is anew.  
Coming again this year,  
In their white Frosty Hue  
 
A Waseca transplant,  
But ties they did bind,  
Here the greater part of 40 years  
A love match they did find  
 
A local friend, and 
A supporter of the arts,   
Who will it be this year? 
The answer, the clues will impart. 

Frosty: Week 2 Clue 
A northerner from the start,  
Frosty moved South for school 
The major of study initially un-

known  
But a degree was the general rule  
 
Completing classes at Gustavus  
And taking credits as MSU  
A 1983 college graduate  
History was a favored study too  
 
Far out of school now  
But to help pass the time 
Frosty enjoys putting together 

words  

Possibly a limerick or a rhyme  
 

Medallion: Week 1 Clue 
How quickly again,  
The time of the year is here,  
Another winter season bringing  
the Sleigh & Cutter Community 

Near  
 
In our 75th year, the medallion  
Once again is hidden  
Bundle up for your search,  
Perhaps you need a lucky mitten?  
 
Hidden within the town  
Easy to find but not in plain sight  
The medallion is secured 
Protected and strapped in tight.  

Medallion: Week 2 Clue 
One lucky winner  
Will keep the grand prize  
Their dedication and note taking  
A technique which was wise  
 
Now in support of the 75th year 
And to give one more chance  
The medallion will be re-hidden  
In a special circumstance  
 

$750 is now waiting  
For the second lucky finder  
The medallion hidden well  
Good luck to the new pathfinder  
 

Medallion Hunt  Rules  
The medallion is hidden outdoors, 

on public property within the Waseca 
city limits. A $1,500 prize of 
Chamber Dollars will be awarded at 
the Star Fire Event Center at 8:30 on 
Friday Feb 21, 2025. Bring the med-
allion to Waseca Area Chamber of 
Commerce or Waseca Music. Clues 
will be published each week in the 
Waseca County News, Facebook, 
Waseca County Pioneer, NRHEG 
Star Eagle, and Waseca Sleigh & 
Cutter Festival. Clues will also be 
broadcast on KRUE and KOWZ 
Radio and will be available online at 
Waseca Area Chamber of Commerce 
at info@wasecachamber.com . 

The hunt is sponsored by:Waseca 
County News, KEEN Bank, Xcel 
Energy, KOWZ/KRUE Radio, Waseca 
VFW Club 1642, and M Peters Enter-
prises. Please thank these sponsors for 
supporting the 28th Annual Medallion 
Hunt!

� Snow 
 from Page 3

There was only one game sched-
uled for the New Richland-
Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva High
School girls’ basketball team last
week.

The Panthers made the most of it.
Traveling to Faribault to face

Bethlehem Academy Friday, the
Panthers came home with a convinc-
ing 63-42 triumph. It improved the
NRHEG girls to 12-5 overall, 7-2 in
Gopher Conference play and 3-1 in

the Gopher Conference West
Division.

“It was a great team win,” said
NRHEG coach Onika Peterson, who
added that her squad did well in a
game that was physical at times.

“The game was a little chippy, but
the girls held their own,” said
Peterson. “It was fun to see them
aggressive on both sides of the floor,
rebound well, and make the extra
pass.”

Camryn VanMaldeghem led the
Panthers with 26 points, 10
rebounds, 4 assists and 2 steals.

Her twin sister, Quinn, totaled 20
points, 12 rebounds, 2 assists, 5
steals and 2 blocked shots.

Others: Gabby Schlaak 4P, 3A,
1S; Ezra Boerner 3P, 1R; Clara
Buendorf 3P, 2R, 1A; Savannah Farr
1R; Chloe Stork 3R, 2A; Kylie
Olson 7P, 6R, 1A, 2B.

The Panthers have two home

games this week, Monday against
Medford and Friday against United
South Central. They play at WEM

Feb. 3 and host JWP in a boy-girl
doubleheader Feb. 7.

The Panthers will hold a reunion

of their 2004 state tournament team
when they host St. Clair Feb. 10.

Gopher Conference West

W-L      Ov.
JWP 4-0 16-2
NRHEG 3-1 12-5
WEM 2-2 11-8
United South Central 1-3 11-8
Medford 0-4 0-18

“The game was a little chippy, but
the girls held their own.”

— NRHEG coach Onika Peterson

Twins combine for 46 as NRHEG girls humble BA
Reunion of 2004 state tournament team set for Feb. 10

CRUISING TO VICTORY — Ezra Boerner (2) scored three points as the NRHEG girls’ basketball team won handily at Bethlehem Academy Friday. In the middle, the Panthers’ Camryn VanMaldeghem
eyes up a three-pointer. At right, NRHEG’s Chloe Stork (15) goes up for a shot.                                                                                 Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens
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We are accepting 
applications for:

1 bedroom apartments
Income guidelines apply

Vouchers accepted

2 bedroom & 3 bedroom 
Rent based on income

Professionally managed by:

SUMMIT
ON SECOND

APARTMENTS
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL

507-201-3474

Johnson  
APARTMENTS 

507-456-9514 
Operating in 

Waseca, Steele, 
Freeborn  
Counties 

johnsonrents.com

L E G A L  N O T I C E S

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-833-966-3882

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

PUBLIC NOTICE 

2025 OFFICIAL PUBLICATION FOR TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS 

Waseca County has designated its website, www.wasecacounty.gov, as the 2025 Official 
Publication for Transportation Projects, as allowed by MN Statute §331A.12.  Waseca County 
will publish any transportation project advertisements for bids on its website. 

Contacts: 

Jim Kollar, Public Works Director/County Engineer, (507) 835-0661 
Michael Johnson, County Administrator, (507) 835-0631 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF WASECA 
 

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
DISTRICT COURT 

PROBATE DIVISION 
Court File No.: 81-PR-25-26 

In Re: Estate of  
SANDRA E. POPIEL, 

Decedent  
NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEAR-

ING  
ON PETITION FOR FORMAL 
PROBATE OF WILL AND AP-
POINTMENT OF PERSONAL 

REAPRESENTATIVE IN UNSU-
PERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

—————————————— 
TO ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS: 
     It is Ordered and Notice is hereby 
given that on the 12th day of March, 
2025, at 9:00  a.m., a hearing will be 

held in the above Court at Waseca, 
Minnesota, for the formal probate of 
an instrument purporting to be the 
will of the above named decedent, 
dated February 4, 2020, and for the 
appointment of Collette Berg whose 
address is 917 10th Ave NW, Waseca, 
MN 56093, as Personal Representa-
tive of the Estate of the above named 
decedent in unsupervised administra-
tion, and that any objections thereto 
must be filed with the Court. That, if 
proper and no objections are filed, a 
Personal Representative will be ap-
pointed to administer the Estate, to 
collect all assets, to pay all legal 
debts, claims, taxes and expenses, to 
sell real and personal property, and to 
do all necessary acts for the Estate.  
Upon completion of the administra-
tion, the representative shall file a 
final account for the allowance and 
shall distribute the estate to the per-
sons thereunto entitled as ordered by 

the Court, and close the estate.   
     Notice is further given that ALL 
CREDITORS having claims against 
said Estate are required to present the 
same to said Personal Representative 
or to the Court Administrator within 
four months after the date of this No-
tice or said claims will be barred. 
 
Dated: 01-21-2025   

 /s/ Carol M. Hanks             
Judge of District Court 

/s/ Shannon Asselin 
 Deputy Court Administrator 

    
PATTON, HOVERSTEN & BERG, 
P.A. 
Ellie J. James, #505790 
215 E Elm Ave, PO Box 249                           
Waseca, MN 56093 
Phone: 507-835-5240 

Published in the Waseca County 
Pioneer on Jan. 30 and Feb. 6, 2025

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF WASECA 
PROBATE COURT 
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
Probate Court Division 
Court File No. 81-PR-24-907 
In Re: Estate of  
SHIRLEY J. BURDICK, 

Deceased  
NOTICE INFORMAL APPOINT-
MENT OF ADMINISTRATOR 
AND  
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
------------------------------------------- 
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 
     Notice is hereby given that an ap-
plication for informal appointment of 
administrator of the above named 
decedent’s estate has been filed with 
the Registrar herein, and the applica-
tion has been granted informally ad-
ministrating such estate. Any 
objection may be filed in the above 

name Court, and the same will be 
heard by the Court upon notice of 
hearing fixed for such purpose. 
     Notice is hereby further given that 
informal appointment of Debra J. 
Heine, whose address is 18680 
Walmer St, Stilwell, KS 66085, as 
personal representative of the estate 
of the above named decedent, has 
been made.  Any heir, devisee or 
other interested person may be enti-
tled to appointment as personal rep-
resentative or may object to the 
appointment of the personal repre-
sentative and the personal representa-
tive is empowered to fully administer 
the estate including, after 30 days 
from the date of issuances of his 
letters, the power to sell, encumber, 
lease or distribute real estate, unless 
objections thereto are filed with the 
Court (pursuant to Section 524.3-
607) and the Court otherwise orders 

     Notice is further given that ALL 
CREDITORS having claims against 
said estate are required to present the 
same to said personal representative 
or to the Court Administrator within 
four months after the date of this no-
tice or said claims will be barred. 
Dated: 01/06/2025   
 /s/ Deanna Verdick 
Deputy Probate Registrar 
/s/ Shannon Asselin 
Court Administrator 
 
PATTON HOVERSTEN & BERG, 
P.A. 
Ellie J. James, #505790 
215 E Elm Ave, PO Box 249 
Waseca, MN 56093 
Phone: 507-835-5240 
Published in the Waseca County 
Pioneer on Jan. 30 and Feb. 6, 2025

Job Description: Join iWealth, a client-focused wealth management firm, as 
an Associate Wealth Advisor (AWA). This role offers a pathway to becoming 
a financial advisor, starting with 6-12 months as a Client Service Associate 
(CSA) to learn operations and client engagement.

Responsibilities: Assist with paperwork, client files, and compliance. Sup-
port client meetings and participate in events. Develop financial strategies, 
manage portfolios, and provide planning guidance as you transition to ad-
vising clients.

Requirements: Bachelor’s degree preferred, not required. Strong computer 
and communication skills. Obtain Series 7, Series 66, and Life/Health Insur-
ance licenses.

Compensation:  Competitive pay, bonuses, 401(k) match, and paid time off.

Apply at info@iwealth4me.com or deliver your resume to 213 15th Ave NE, 
Waseca, MN. Questions? Call 507-835-9111.

Job Title: Associate Wealth Advisor (AWA)
Location: Waseca, MN / Mankato, MN

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

iwealth4me.com

!"#$%&'%()*+&,'%-./*"0%12),"34%%
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Got news? 
507-837-6767



By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

More than an hour of discus-
sion during the county board of 
commissioners’ work session on 
Jan. 21 centered around a 
“phased” approach to construc-
tion and remodeling which might 
begin with about $13 million 
worth of work to upgrade and re-
configure the current law en-
forcement building and construct 
additional office space connected 
to the historic courthouse. 
Another central element of the 
discussion was complying with 
the state department of correc-
tions (DOC) expectation that in-
mates leaving the jail to attend 
court proceedings should not 
share any part of their path with 
members of the public. 

Brought up during the consid-
erations were that the current law 
enforcement building is “struc-
turally very sound,” and thus a 
candidate for continued use 
whether or not the lowest level 
continues to house a jail. The 
point was made that its construc-
tion took place during the cold 
war, when the possibility of nu-
clear-level hostilities made stur-
diness a priority while placing 
minimal importance on “curb ap-
peal.” One board member went 
so far as to claim the building 
“looks like a bunker from the 
1960s.” 

A significant aspect of the 
phased construction, county ad-
ministrator Michael Johnson sug-
gested, is the much smaller 
amount of money which would 
need to be “bonded” before con-
struction could begin: proposals 
discussed at previous board meet-
ings have entailed financing as 
much as $30 million–leading to 
prohibitive amounts of interest 
during the repayment period. 

After considering the elements 
of a plan initially created in 2022, 

board members encouraged 
county administrator Michael 
Johnson to look into having an 
update created which takes the 
DOC expectation of a dedicated 
pathway for inmates into account 
while also prioritizing plans for 
courthouse security. Another con-
sideration is minimizing the pro-
file of any new construction so 
that it doesn’t conflict with the 
appearance of the historic struc-
ture. 

During the regular board meet-
ing which followed the 8 a.m. 
work session, commissioners 
took a few moments to express 
gratitude to departing county 
board of adjustment members 
Richard Possin and Robert Vogel-
sang. Both are retiring from that 
role–Possin after 22 years and 
Vogelsang after 34. 

Commissioners also accepted a 
new policy which offers guide-
lines regarding the use of artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) when 
performing tasks for county proj-
ects. Although the term “AI” 
might have unsettling connota-
tions, administrator Johnson 
pointed out “you’ve been using 
AI for years, whether you think 
you have been or not.” He also 
called AI “a powerful tool that 
can increase productivity.” 

The new policy, two pages in 
length, defines AI and identifies 
three levels of county-controlled 
information: low, moderate, and 
high risk. Data regarded as “low” 
risk is that which is meant to be 
public. “Moderate” risk is associ-
ated with names and addresses 
which are not meant to be public. 
“High” risk is legally protected 
data including information about 
criminal proceedings, data from 
the social security administration, 
and others. 

The new policy allows low risk 
information to be entered into ar-
tificial intelligence apps for the 
sake of analyzing data, identify-
ing trends, and similar tasks. 

The policy also insists that, 
since AI sometimes “makes up an 
answer” when there is not suffi-
cient data, all work must be 
proofread by someone knowl-
edgeable in the field before it is 
accepted as trustworthy. 

The county renewed its agree-
ment with the state Department of 
Natural Resources regarding the 
local aquatic invasive species 
(AIS) program. According to 
Land and Water Resources de-
partment leader Chris Howard, 
having the agreement in place is 
a prerequisite to the county re-
ceiving its annual AIS funding, 
about $47,000 to be used toward 
protecting water quality in area 
lakes.  Howard told commis-
sioners about $22,000 of the 
amount is spent on “watercraft in-
spection”--hiring individuals who 
locate themselves at area boat 
landings and educate the public 
about preventing the spread of in-
vasive species of aquatic plants 
and wildlife–while also confirm-
ing people remove plant matter 

from their boats and trailers be-
fore leaving the landing.  

Howard stated the remaining 
$25,000 is made available to area 
lake associations which can apply 
for funding to carry out eligible 
projects. 

During a legislative update at 
the end of the morning’s session, 
commissioners heard about ele-
ments of Governor Tim Walz’s 
proposed budget. As described by 
administrator Johnson, the pre-
liminary information is “disheart-
ening to counties.” 

Commissioners discussed 
among themselves that funding 
for numerous state initiatives had 
been promised, but is no longer 
expected to be delivered. One 
commissioner noted, “They’ve 
built too big of a government, and 
now cutbacks will be needed.” 

Board chair Doug Christopher-
son suggested that, if funding was 
going to be removed, the mandate 
for counties to carry out the pro-
scribed tasks should also be un-
done. Naming the expectations 
placed on counties to administer 
new cannabis policies as an ex-
ample, he said “it feels like a 
broken promise.” 
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Waseca, MN – The Waseca 
Area Chamber of Commerce is 
excited to announce the addition 
of Aaron Omtvedt to its Board of 
Directors. Aaron and his wife 
Carol, along with their business 
partners Samuel and Tara Steffel 
are the owners of Dennis-Steffel-
Omtvedt Funeral and Cremation 
Service.  Their business has two 
funeral home locations in Waseca 
as well as locations in Janesville 
and Waterville.  Aaron has also re-
cently shared that he and Sam 
have acquired the Schoenbauer 
Funeral Home in Montgomery and 
Le Center Funeral Home in Le 
Center, and they are excited to 
continue the care that those fam-
ilies have come to expect in their 
communities.  Together, Aaron 
and Sam offer funeral and crema-
tion services as well as prearrange-
ment services, various prefunding 
resources, and monument sales. 

“Aaron is a wonderful addition 
to our board, and we look forward 
to the skills and ideas that he will 
contribute. He is a respected 
member of the Waseca com-
munity, and we are looking for-
ward to his involvement helping 
us move the Chamber forward,” 
said Chamber President Mikhail 
Rostislavovich.  

Aaron grew up in Estherville, 
Iowa and is a 1998 graduate of Es-
therville Lincoln Central High 
School.  He went on to earn a 

bachelor's degree from the Univer-
sity of Northern Iowa where he 
studied Interpersonal Communica-
tion and Religion.  In the early 
2000’s he completed his Mortuary 
Science education at Worsham 
College near Chicago, IL.  Aaron 
began working for Timothy Den-
nis at the funeral home in 2005 
and after many years was able to 
purchase the funeral home upon 
Tim’s retirement in 2022.  Aaron’s 
wife, Carol, offers massage ther-
apy services at Xpressions Salon 
in Waseca.  Their two teenage 
daughters have never known any 
home but Waseca. Their oldest, 
Ava, is a recent graduate of 
Waseca High School and their 
youngest, Stella, is currently a 
sophomore in Waseca. 

Aaron says that he is excited to 
work alongside new friends and 
colleagues on the chamber board.  
His desire to care for and promote 
Waseca and its businesses to a 
broad population, both inside and 
outside our community, will help 
ensure a bright future for our com-
munity and its members.  If you 
haven’t met Aaron before he in-
vites you to stop by the funeral 
home and say “hello” the next 
time you have an opportunity. 

The Waseca Area Chamber of 
Commerce is looking forward to 
working with Aaron on the Board 
of Directors.  

Aaron Omtvedt joins the 
Waseca Area Chamber of 
Commerce board of directors

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. & its Operating Companies,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441 – Rev. 2/20 – 21237785

 Matthew R. Petsinger Agency, LLC 

 Matthew Petsinger, Agent 
  
 teampetsinger@amfam.com 
 (507) 835-2770 

Richard Possin and Robert Vogelsang were honored during 
the Jan. 21 Waseca County Board meeting for long-standing 
service on the county's board of adjustment. Vogelsang, who 
could not be present, retired from the committee after 34 years. 
Possin, pictured here with county board chair Doug Christopher-
son, served for 22 years. 

From left Mikhail Rostislavovich, Aaron Omtvedt and Robin 
Dulas. 

      WASECA COUNTY              
COMMISSIONERS

County board considers 
construction plans,  
artificial intelligence

damage to property.  It is believed 

that Rocheford acted alone and there 
is no further concern to the public.  
The Sheriff’s Office thanks the cit-
izens and businesses in Waldorf & 
area law enforcement for assisting in 
the investigation and leading to a 
rapid arrest of the offender.

■ Waldorf 
 from Page 1

Get your news in the Pioneer 
• news@wasecacountypioneer.com 

• Call (507) 837-6767 
• Office at 111 W. Elm Avenue

NEW LISTING • OPEN HOUSE SAT, FEB 1st: 10am-12pm
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1201 6th Cir SE, 
Waseca, MN 56093 
$299,500
• Hardwood Floors
• Newer Kitchen w/ Quartz Counters
• Stainless Steel Appliances
• Fireplace in L Lev Family Room
• 24x26 Dbl Garage w/ 18x26 
Heated Garage/Shop on Back
• Newer Roof/Vinyl Siding/Windows
• Composite Deck off Dining Rm
• Washer/Dryer Stay
• Storage Shed & Southview Park 
adjacent to Backyard!

Landmark Real Estate is 
a highly skilled team of 

commercial & residential 
real estate agents serving 

the greater Mankato area & 
surrounding communities in 

Southern Minnesota.

MLS# 7036505

*  *  *

Annual Mike Filzen Me-
morial Poker Run starts 
at Waseca Legion Sat-
urday, Feb. 1 

The Waseca American Legion will 
host the Annual Mike Filzen Memo-
rial Poker Run at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 1. There will be a noon depar-
ture, with or without snow. Contact 
Jake at 507-451-2510 with ques-

tions. 
———————————— 

Barn Boys at Indian  
Island Winery  
Saturday, Feb. 1 

The music group Barn Boys will 
be playing at the Indian Island Win-
ery from 5:30-8:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
Feb. 1. They play Live guitar and vo-
cals, playing old country. 
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