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Burger Fry and Silent
Auction April 4 5 p.m.

at The Mill

TEAM Academy Charter
School is hosting a burger fry
and silent auction benefit Thurs-
day, April 4 from 5-7 p.m. at The
Mill Event Center. Meal tickets
are $8.

3-D Doodling 10 a.m.
April 8 at Waseca Li-
brary

Youngsters ages 7 to 12 are in-
vited to “doodle in the air” using
special 3-dimension freehand
“pens.” This free event begins at
10 a.m. at the Waseca Library.

ICAN talent show 6
p-m. April 10 at Waseca

Central building

The 16th annual ICAN talent
show will be held at 6 p.m. on
April 10 at Waseca’s Central
Building Theatre.

Paradise Theatre
performance April
Sth through 14th

Paradise Community Theatre
is pleased to announce the open-
ing of their spring play “Reach-
ing Orpheus." This is an original
play written by local playwright
Dan Rathbun.

“Reaching Orpheus” is the
story of Alex, played by Innana
Antley, who moves to Colorado
to restart her life after a tragic
loss. She meets Sean, played by
Samuel Temple, who helps her
rediscover herself and her inner
strength through rock climbing.
Jessica Bastyr plays Abby, a
friend of Alex who is trying to
help her. Dean Lamp, plays
Sean’s father Ian. He runs the
local bar, The Wonky Leg Brew-
ing Company.

Also, in the cast is Jason
Meyer, who plays James and
Paula Jameson who plays Sara.
Show dates are April 5,6, 12 and
13th at 7:30pm and April 7 and
14 at 2:00pm. Tickets are avail-
able at www.paradisecenter-
forthearts.org or at the Paradise
Center for the Arts, 321 Central
Ave. Faribault. Or call 507-332-
7372 for more information.

Benefit for the family
of Dawn Rahn Liver-
seed, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
April 13

Dawn Rahn Liverseed died
suddenly in February after con-
tracting an antibiotic-resistant
staph infection which required
intense medical care. A benefit to
help her family with expenses
will be from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
April 13 in the third-floor ball-
room of Club 57.

Breakfast benefit for
Waseca County
Sheriff’s Posse 8 a.m.
to noon Sunday, April

14, at Waseca V.F.W.
Hosted by the Waseca County
Sheriff’s Posse, breakfast will be
served from 8 a.m. to noon at the
Waseca VFW. Attendees are
asked to bring food donations
for the Waseca Area Food Shelf.
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Mikhail Rostislavovich and local republican party members presented congressman Brad Finstad with a check for $10,300 during
a fundraising event held at Rostislavovich’s home in Waseca on March 25, 2024. From left, Mikhail Rostislavovich, Charlie Priebe,
Joy Gottschalk, Congressman Brad Finstad, Richard Stagman, John Knotts, and Gordon Christensen.

Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

Local fundraiser brings Finstad $10,000

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher/Editor

About 100 area residents attended
a fundraising event for Brad Finstad,
47, candidate, and current represen-
tative for Minnesota’s First Congres-
sional district in the United States
House of Representatives, on Mon-
day, March 25, at the Waseca home
of Mikhail Rostislavovich.

Those in attendance included
Waseca County commissioners, local
republican candidates for office,
party officials, local business
owners, and many other prominent
figures from the area who were inter-

ested in meeting the congressman.

The fundraiser, really the first of
its kind in Waseca for decades, began
about 5 p.m. and collected more than
$10,000. Congressman Finstad
posed for pictures and chatted with
attendees before giving prepared re-
marks around 6 p.m.

The speech, about 20 minutes
long, covered the congressman’s up-
bringing as a farmer near New Ulm,
then segued into issues impacting
politics today. Finstad said the infor-
mation he included was meant to
help illustrate his personal values, to
help people determine “Who is Brad

Finstad?” An article about the con-
gressman’s life as a farmer and pol-
itician can be found on an
accompanying page in this week’s
edition.
Opening remarks

“Heaven, not Congress,” were the
first words of his remarks at the
event. “What drives me to do what
I'm doing is to make sure that
number one goal happens. Whatever
my service is to you in Congress, just
know that that's where my head is...
The other pieces. I'm also a father
and a husband. As I look at our coun-
try and where we are at, I struggle to

feel good knowing that my calling is
to leave our backyard better than we
found it.”

Finstad’s career in politics began
in 2003 when he was first elected to
the Minnesota House of Representa-
tives, a role he continued until 2009.
He was elected as Minnesota’s con-
gressman representing the first dis-
trict in 2022.

Before entering politics, Finstad
was—and still is—a farmer. His fourth-
generation, family-owned farm is lo-

Finstad continued on 5

Klobuchar visits Waseca

Briefs continued on 7

A word from

And as they were
afraid, and bowed
down their faces to
the earth, they said
unto them, Why seek
ye the living among
the dead?

Luke 24:5
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buchar during her recent visit.

Veteran benefits discussed

By JESSICA LUTGENS

Staff Writer

During a recent tour throughout Southern Min-
nesota to meet with local officials and business
leaders, Senator Amy Klobuchar stopped at Wine-
gar Precision Machining in Waseca on Wednesday,
March 27. The company is a participant in the
Minnesota Veterans Administration program that
gives veterans access to additional benefits, in-
cluding equipment reimbursement and housing al-
lowances. Currently, the company employs two

veterans involved in the program.

Klobuchar has advocated for veterans through-
out her career, and during her visit at the Winegar
plant, she was introduced to CEO Tim Wenzel and
President Craig Ryan along with other local offi-
cials. Following a description of the company’s
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HIGHLIGHTING VETERANS - County leaders and staff members met with Amy Klo-
Pioneer photos by Jessica Lutgens

history by Wenzel and a discussion regarding the
Minnesota G.I. bill, Waseca’s ongoing workforce
development plans, and Winegar’s program for
veteran employees, a tour of the facility was given.

During the tour, Klobuchar was introduced to
one of the participants in the company’s veterans
program, whose PTSD service dog at first pre-
sented a challenge for the company. Thanks to the
efforts of Wenzel, Ryan, and others, accommoda-
tions were made for the employee to continue
working for the company with his dog, Peterbilt,
by his side - fully clad in protective gear in an en-
vironment that ensures the safety of them both.

The visit was Klobuchar’s second-to-last stop
on her tour, which began in Winthrop at Heartland
Corn Products and ended with a trip to the Le
Sueur County Sheriff’s Department.

Senator stops at Winegar Precision Machining
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MAKING IT WORK: Senator Amy Klobu-

char converses with two veterans who
work at Winegar.
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Malik Willingham

MSU

Mankato
claims
two titles

Waseca’s
Willingham hits
game-winning
shot in national
championship

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

The Division II national
championships were decided in
men's and women's basketball
last Friday and Saturday.

The Waseca and surrounding
area had a lot to do with it.

Waseca High School gradu-
ates Malik and Kyreese Willing-
ham, as they have been all
season, were key components as
Minnesota State-Mankato de-
feated Nova Southwestern 88-85
for the men's championship Sat-
urday afternoon at Evansville,
Ind.

The previous night, Joey Batt
- granddaughter of Al Batt of
rural Hartland - helped the Mav-
ericks to the women's crown in
an 89-73 victory over Texas
Woman's University 89-73 at St.
Joseph, Mo.

It was the first national cham-
pionship for the Minnesota State
men's team, which rallied past
the defending national cham-
pions to win a nail-biter. The
women's squad won handily. It
was the second time in history
that one school claimed the Di-
vision I men's and women's bas-
ketball championship.

The men's team started slow,
falling behind 12-2 after three
minutes and 21-12 after 10. The
Mavericks trailed 40-38 at half-
time.

Minnesota State went on a 10-
0 run to start the second half and
was up 71-58 with 10 minutes to
play, but Nova Southeastern, the
highest scoring team in Division
II, engineered a 13-0 run and
took the lead 76-75 with 4:46 re-
maining.

It was tied 85-85 when the
Mavericks got the ball with 27
seconds to go. After working the
ball around, Malik Willingham,
a senior, found his brother Ky-
reese, a junior, and he drilled a
three-pointer with .8 seconds on
the clock to lift Minnesota State
to victory.

Kyreese and Malik Willing-
ham finished with 12 points
each. Kyreese added five re-
bounds and three steals, while
Malik finished with five assists
and five steals.

"How about the last 24 hours
for Minnesota State University?"
Mavericks coach Matt Margen-
thaler said. "It's a basketball
school. It's a basketball town. It's

Titles continued on 16
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Compostings

hv Al Batt

Grandpa Al crows
loudly for Joey Batt

ECHOES FROM THE
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING

Do you always stir coffee with
your right hand?

Yes, I'm right-handed.

Try using a spoon next time.

DRIVING BY BRUCE'S
DRIVE

I have a wonderful neighbor
named Bruce. Deep thoughts occur
as I drive past his drive. When the sun
rises and sets, it makes my day. Bright
sunlight makes me sneeze three
times. I have photic sneeze reflex. It’s
pepper on the sun. Achoo represents
the sound of a sneeze and is an acro-
nym for Autosomal Dominant Com-
pelling Helioopthalmic Outburst
(ACHOO) Syndrome, characterized
by uncontrollable sneezing in re-
sponse to sudden exposure to bright
light, typically intense sunlight.

I exchanged pleasantries with a
fellow traveler in Bethany, Missouri.
She was from Goshen, Indiana. She
asked where I was from. I told her.
She said the winter weather here
might be too much for her. I told her
our weather wasn’t as bad as she’d
heard, and it was worse than she’d
heard. She mulled that over for a mi-
nute and left. She was a hurrying
Hoosier.

When I was in school, I formed
the Al Club. I was in it because I
started it. Others shared the lovely
name: Routh, Waldhauser, Morstad,
Loe, Tappe, Hanson and Berkvam, to
name a few. Al Berkvam was a
teacher and a coach. I told him he was
a member. | was afraid he’d get all
weepy on me, but he didn’t. Those
who had Allen, Allan, Alan or Allyn
as middle names were awarded trial
memberships. El Kabong was an
honorary member. In the “Quick
Draw McGraw Show,” Quick Draw
spent cartoon time as his alter ego, the
masked El Kabong, who used a gui-
tar (a Kabonger) to bash bad guys
into submission. In the Al Club, there
were no dues, no secret handshakes,
no mission statement and no meet-
ings. The first rule of Al Club was:
there are no rules.

I was in a large store in Missouri
because it was handy to buy some
drinking water to put in the cooler in
my car. I stumbled around a bit before
locating my prey. As I grabbed a 12-
pack of water, a man thanked me. I
replied, “You’re welcome,” out of
habit. His young son told me I was a
hero and then they left. I was con-
fused. When I got to my car, I
grabbed my hat from my head. It said
“Kiester Fire Department” on it. The
city was named for state senator and
judge Jacob Kiester. The Kiester Fire
Department, which is made of heroes,
had given me the hat. If T could have
found that man and his son, I’d have
told them so.

I’VE LEARNED
T use a level only in the evening.

The lady who lived next door to
me in the Twin Cities was 80% Irish.
Her name was Iris.

Most conspiracy theories are my-
thunderstandings.

I like a banana that’s a little green
and firm. “No brown bananas” could
be my shopping motto, although ba-
nana bread is great. Why are most ba-
nana—flavored things yellow? We
don’t eat the yellow part.

BAD JOKES
DEPARTMENT

What is yellow, delicious and dan-
gerous? Shark-infested lemon mer-
ingue pie.

If you’ve never tried blindfolded
archery, you don’t know what you’re
missing.

If he left a voicemail, would you
call Johann Sebastian Bach?

I got a job at the chess factory. I
work knights.

Welcome to IKEA. Come in and
make yourself a seat.

I cut a log in half with my vision.
I saw it with my own eyes.

A GRANDPA CROWS

Joey Batt, daughter of Brian and
Laura Batt of New Ulm, and a first
team All American, was named to the
all-tournament team after her Minne-
sota State Maverick Women’s Bas-
ketball Team won the 2024 NCAA
DII National Championship with an
89-73 win over Texas Woman’s Uni-
versity.

NATURE NOTES

Terri Guillemets wrote, “My fa-
vorite weather is bird chirping
weather.”

Anonymous wrote, “Spring has
sprung. The grass is riz; I wonder
where the birdies is.” The birdies are
here or on the way. I believe in the
miracle of birds each time one swings
into my field of view. If I’'m fortunate,
I might get to enjoy the terpsichorean
talents of sandhill cranes. Reason
number 397 why I like birds: just be-
cause.

House finches are permanent res-
idents of Minnesota, but some un-
dergo a short-distance migration
south. It might be to avoid paying
taxes.

If the inside of a house window
hosts flies that resemble house flies,
they are cluster flies. They don’t harm
people or property and don’t repro-
duce indoors. They are parasites of
earthworms.

Birds need to transfer and preserve
heat to eggs and nestlings via brood
patches, bare areas of skin on the
belly that lose their feathers toward
the end of the egg-laying period.
Most birds shed automatically, but
some pluck their brood patch and use
the plucked feathers to make an insu-
lating lining for their nests.

MEETING ADJOURNED

“Kindness is always fashionable,
and always welcome.”—Amelia
Barr.

The anatomical position of their feet...

I am pleased to report I saw a
Loon on Waseca’s Loon Lake this
past week. I know this happens only
in spring and fall, during migration,
so I was happy to be in the right
place at the right time.

I went online to see how far our
state bird travels and came across a
whole bunch of “I had no idea...” in-
formation I now feel compelled to
share.

According to the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources
(DNR) website, loons are physically
heavier than other birds their size be-
cause they have solid bones—unlike
most flighted birds, whose bones are
hollow. This extra weight is a benefit
in a number of ways. For one thing,
it causes the loon to sit lower in the
water than other birds. This probably
helps facilitate that famous element
of their life cycle-having their chicks
climb on their backs. It also stream-
lines their dives, allowing them to
slip underwater without a splash.
One website also mentions it allows
them to dive as deeply as 250 feet
(another site claims 320 feet) and
stay underwater for as long as 20 mi-
nutes.

That weight is a disadvantage,
though, when it comes to flight:
Given the ratio between their body
weight and their wing size, they need
a “runway” at least 100 feet long,
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\ In My Humble Opinion

by Deb Bently

and up to 600 feet, to take off. Be-
cause of this, any loon found on land
more than a few feet away from
water is likely in distress. It some-
times happens that loons in flight
will see the reflective surface of a
road or parking lot, mistake it for a
lake, and come to a landing. Once
this has happened, they will not be
able to take off. An organization cal-
ling itself the “Loon Preservation
Committee” out of New Hampshire
urges people who come across one or
more stranded loons to contact a
qualified rescue person or organiza-
tion.

The anatomical position of their
feet is the same type of double-edged
sword: Loons are very awkward on
land, but impressively efficient and
versatile swimmers.

Thanks to their “torpedo-shaped”
bodies, Once in the air, they can fly
as fast as 75 miles per hour.

Scientists believe loons can live to
be up to 30 years old.

Something to brag about: the DNR
claims Minnesota has roughly
12,000 loons—more than any other
state besides Alaska. There are five
types of loons—all of which an
Alaska DNR website describes—we
Minnesotans see only the “common”
breed, which has a black bill.

Speaking of seeing—scientists be-
lieve the red eye color is related to
giving the loon improved eyesight
while underwater. Only mature birds
have red eyes, so it may also be use-
ful as the birds select their mates.

On to another iconic topic: vocal-
izations.

Various sites mention that loon
calls fall into four different cate-
gories, named “wails,” “yodels,”
“tremolos” and a “hoot.” The one
most people think of first is the
“wail.” Ornithologists say that one is
simply one loon “looking for”
another—"I’m here, where are you?”

“Yodels” are made only by males
and are defensive warnings, meant to

drive away an intruder. They are also
sometimes simply a message: “This
is me. You are in my space. Go else-
where.”

The “tremolo,” which some
people say sounds like a laugh, is a
more energetic defensive call. Web-
sites list a variety of uses, but people
I know who are “crazy about loons”
tell me it is used in recognition of
threats such as an approaching boat
or a circling eagle. The “hoot,” web-
sites say, is a soft, more intimate
sound used to communicate with hat-
chlings.

Loon vocalizations are a particu-
larly deep “rabbit hole,” so if you
want to know more, feel free to
spend some time on the web.

Websites suggest the main reasons
young chicks ride on a parent’s back
is to help regulate their body tem-
perature, and to protect them from
predators, including turtles and large
fish, which might come up from un-
derneath. The more recently they
have hatched, apparently, the more
time they are likely to spend riding.
One parent serves as a floating island
while the other dives to find food and
feed the young.

I hope, like me, you were fasci-
nated by some of this information. I
have always been fascinated by
loons. Now I have come to appreci-
ate them even more.

| didn’t get the job, but | did

What’s up gang? It has been quite
a time in Amelia’s life - ooh, it’s a
doozy. Keep reading for all the juicy
gossip and details of how things go
for a 20-year-old college student.

Well, first off, I applied for a pro-
motion at work (the college news-
paper, the Minnesota Daily) and
through a two-month-long process, I
learned a lot about the workings of
the Daily. But all that came to a
crashing halt last Thursday.

As usual, I am exaggerating, but
the core fact is undeniable: I was
turned down for the job I wanted.
I’ve come to realize that’s okay,
though, because I got a job I believe
will actually be better. Instead of
being editor-in-chief, the leader and
big decision maker of the Daily, I
will be the second-in-command, the
managing editor. I just found out
today and I don’t think I’'m supposed
to spread the word, so shhhhh.

Anyway, three other editor-in-
chief candidates and I turned in our
20-page applications, then met
weekly for two months with the
manager of the Daily to discuss how
the Daily runs and what exactly the
position requires. At the end of those
two months, we presented our strate-

To Be Determined

by Amelia Roessler

gic plans and ideas to the entire
MNDaily staff; the staff responded to
a survey evaluating how well we
each did, and those results were sent
to the Minnesota Daily board.

Two weeks later, the other candi-
dates and I spent six hours in the of-
fice, taking our turns giving
presentations and being interviewed
by the MNDaily Board. Definitely
not nerve-wracking at all. The worst
part was, we had to wait in the office
for over an hour before we were
brought down to hear the final deci-
sion at 11:30 p.m.

While I did not get “the” position,
I am actually really excited with this
new position. I get the leadership as-
pects I was hoping for without all the
pressure of making the final deci-
sions. I sat down with the new edi-

tor-in-chief today; immediately after
he offered me the position and I ac-
cepted, he went on to say, “Great,
now here’s the list of things we al-
ready have to do.” So I whipped out
my notebook and got to note taking.

I would like to pause and say
thank you to everyone who sup-
ported me through this. My parents,
family, friends, and most of all, Eli,
who gave me a wonderful letter of
recommendation and ended up talk-
ing on the phone with my professor
for 45 minutes (which is a crazy
thought to me: my two worlds col-
lided).

So I got that going for me. In other
news - remember that guy I told you
guys I had a crush on? Well, we are
officially dating now. Also, I don’t
know if it is appropriate for me to be

get a job

telling the entirety of Waseca County
my dating life, but it’s news in my
life, so you’re reading about it. I
mean, if you made it this far in my
column you obviously don’t hate
hearing about my life and can handle
the randomness of my column writ-
ing, so kudos to you. I won’t tell you
his name or anything like that, but he
is super sweet and lets me pick on
him, so it’s a good time (sorry
Grandma, he’s not a cowboy like we
talked about).

Other gossip includes my room-
mate/best friend has been having a
stressful time in her life which has
included demanding classes, fake
friends, and stupid men, so I’ve been
trying to help her out.

And not to mention all of my
classes are starting to assign final
projects now, too, so that’s great.

Well folks, that’s it. Thank you for
reading this week’s episode of ran-
dom thoughts that were in Amelia’s
head and somehow made it into the
newspaper.

My Determination: "Don't be a
strong woman. Strong women
weather storms. You want to be the
storm." - Svetlana, Shameless
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What do

I had the opportunity to attend
a recent fundraiser in Waseca for
Congressman Brad Finstad, our
local representative in the United
State House of Representatives.

The most surprising part, for
me, were the people I spoke with
while in attendance. One at-
tendee, a Pioneer reader, gave me
a hug and started crying. She said
some kind words about my work
with my two newspapers.

The moment was deeply mov-
ing for me.

Numerous other people shared
kind words. I never tire of hearing
compliments about the news-
paper. They reinforce the value of
my hard work and dedication.

I love what I do. It’s important
and gives my life meaning.

Politics, outside of local elec-
tions, are something my dad al-
ways cautioned the newspaper to
stay away from. I generally fol-
low his advice.

This week was a slight excep-
tion. I do feel our congressman
and senator visiting Waseca are
important news stories. These
types of visits don’t happen every
day.

I’m at a point in my life where,
politically speaking, I am unsure
where I stand. On the one hand,
there are elements of both parties’
platforms I can agree with. On the
other, both have taken some posi-
tions I cannot support.

I’m brought back to the history
book I read in college. It claimed
anyone who uses terms like “left”
and “right” does not understand

you ask a congressman?
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by Eli Lutgens

people. I’'m grateful to be my own
person, not obligated to agree or
disagree with a certain set of
people simply because I’'m “on
that team.”

During the fundraising event
last week, I had the pleasure to
talk with a great number of folks
prior to the congressman’s speech
and my time speaking personally
with him.

I spoke with two of the four
candidates running for the repub-
lican nomination to replace soon-
to-be retired John Petersburg.

I also spoke with John, who in-
vited me for a tour of the Capitol.

I appreciate everything John
does for Waseca and told him as
much.

What little I’ve learned about
politics so far is that I don’t much
enjoy candidates belittling their
opponents. Naturally people will
disagree, but complaining and
name calling, in my opinion, re-
flect badly on the person throw-
ing the mud.

There were many, many other
people at this fundraiser, too nu-
merous to mention.

A few conversations, however,
stand out to me.

Waseca County commissioner

Doug Christopherson was there;
I asked him about the congress-
man’s speech. His response was
likely based on his experiences as
an elected official. “It’s difficult
to approach all of these issues and
ever expect one person to change
them when they require much
more.”

One of my favorite sayings
proclaims “A problem well stated
is the first action required for
solving it.”

The congressman’s speech was
good. After listening to him, [ can
easily understand why he is our
representative. He has strong
values and convictions, is a
farmer, and has strong faith in
God. Numerous statements he
made about how “politicians in
Washington need to be adults”
resonated. He talked about the
“instant gratification” people
have access to today. And much,
much more.

Regarding my opportunity to
speak with him personally, I wish
we would have had longer to-
gether.

Prior to our interview, I had
sent out a request to about 150
different local leaders and busi-
nesses requesting their sugges-

tions regarding questions for the
congressman. [ felt compelled,
after reading through nearly 100
replies, to simply ask about the
most-suggested topics: farming,
health care, immigration, emer-
gency services and taxes.

I had been sent some very spe-
cific suggestions about an amaz-
ingly wide array of issues. Some
addressed internet access, home
schooling regulations, and very
specific elements of health care
including the worker shortage
and the ability of Medicare to
cover certain hearing aid brands.
The list goes on and on.

Whenever I speak to local rep-
resentatives—and [’ve spoken
with most of our local state sena-
tors and house members—I tell
them my biggest concern is car-
ing for our aging population. The
shortage of healthcare workers
will only be exacerbated in the
coming years as demand grows.

The congressman agreed this is
a problem, although neither he,
nor really any federal bill I am
aware of, offer any solutions.

Representative Peggy Bennett
had a good response when I asked
her about it last summer. I'm
hopefully optimistic and I do be-
lieve Minnesota will fare better
than other states as the need con-
tinues to grow.

“If all printers were determined
not to print anything till they were
sure it would offend nobody,
there would be very little
printed.” Benjamin Franklin
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Whois going
tokiss the pig?

Waseca Intermediate School participated in food aware-
ness month in March. Their goal was to raise awareness for
hunger through a “kiss the pig event.” The students “voted”
for staff members by contributing money; “winners” were in-
troduced to a young pig. Student contributions came to a
total of $975.37, all of which was donated to the Waseca Area
Food Shelf.

A different kind of graduation

Perkins, Nusbaum c

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

“It was forced,” said Steele Waseca Drug
Court graduate Eric Perkins. “But thank God
it was.” On March 29, Waseca area residents
Perkins and Dan Nusbaum met the require-
ments to complete the drug court regimen and
move forward without the frequent meetings
and expectations the program imposes.

Their graduation took place at the end of a
regularly scheduled weekly court session in
the Waseca County courthouse. District Court
Judge Carol Hanks presided over the meeting,
holding conversations with each of the 12 or
so participants in attendance. Also present
were representatives of the county probation,
court services, and law enforcement staff.

Early in the session, Waseca County Attor-
ney Rachel Cornelius gave a brief explanation
of the program, stating “Drug Court is not a
free ride.” Her summary explained eligible
“repeat offenders” who have “been in and out
of the justice system” because of addiction to
drugs, alcohol, or both, are offered a reduction
in their sentences as long as they agree to
meet program requirements. Among those are
treatment for their addictions; payment of
court fees and fines along with any missed
child support payments or other financial ob-
ligations; attending group support sessions
similar to Alcoholics Anonymous; getting and
keeping a job; earning a high school diploma
or General Education Development (GED);
acquiring a driver license; and complying
with a schedule of random testing to detect
use of drugs or alcohol.

Information available online about the pro-
gram states the minimum time length for
completion of the five-phase program is 18
months.

Cornelius’ statement also announced that
Nusbaum and Perkins are graduates number
103 and 104 from the local program, which
has been in place since 2014.

As part of the ceremony, both graduates
presented a letter to Judge Hanks. Each
thanked the court and law enforcement repre-
sentatives who oversaw their participation in

omplete drug court program

3

Area residents Dan Nusbaum (left) and Eric Perkins, receive congratulations from
Waseca County District Court Judge Carol Hanks as they graduate from the Waseca

County “Drug Court” program.

the drug court program.

Nusbaum said that, prior to his entry in the
program, “I fell completely apart.” His advice
was that anyone in a similar position should,
“Join! Get in drug court, and listen.”

Perkins stated his choice for “drinking too
much and driving under the influence” is what
put him into the desperate condition which led
to his participation in the program. “I hated
the beginning part,” he admitted regarding the
structure and many expectations drug court
imposes. “It was hard, but it gave me the tools
I needed to succeed.”

“It took 18 months of drug court to fix me,”
said Nusbaum. “I’'m going to stay working,
stay active in Alcoholics Anonymous, and be
a good grandfather to my grandchildren.”

Graduates received a certificate, a com-
memorative drug court coin which says
“Where treatment and justice meet” on one

Pioneer photo by Deb Bently

"It took 18 months of
drug court to fix me. I'm
going to stay working,
stay active in Alcoholics
Anonymous, and be a
good grandfather to my
grandchildren.”

— Dan Nusbaum

side and “Change your thinking, change your
life” on the other. They were also presented
with a letter of congratulations from United
States Senator Amy Klobuchar.
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Miss Janesville and her attendants “hopped to it” at Trinity Lutheran School and Janesville-Wal-
dorf-Pemberton schools’ Easter egg hunts last month.
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Dale Norbert

Feser

DALE NORBERT FESER, 68
of Waseca, passed away on Mon-
day, March 25, 2024, at his home.

Born on January 30, 1956, in
Denison, Iowa, he was the son of
John and Elizabeth “Betty”
(Schneider) Feser. He attended
Harlan High School in lowa, grad-
uating in 1974. Dale worked for
General Electric in Carroll, Iowa,
for 10 years before moving to
Waseca where he was employed
with Cinch, formerly the E.F.
Johnson Co., for 36 years. Dale
was united in marriage to Lanae
Kletscher on August 25, 2001, in
the backyard of their Waseca
home. Together they went on many
fishing adventures, morel hunts,
ice cream dates, drives around the
countryside and up North. He en-
joyed spending time with his
family and friends around the bon-
fire, doing projects around the
house, turkey hunting, whittling
diamond willow, and grilling and
smoking meats. He especially en-
joyed time with his grandson. He
was a quiet man who will be
greatly missed.

He is survived by his wife,
Lanae of Waseca; daughter, Tara
(Andrew) Jones of Elko New Mar-
ket; and grandson, Bode Jones. He
is also survived by siblings, Mary
Ann Anastasi of Defiance, IA,
Gary (Becky) Feser of Irwin, 1A,
and Tom Feser of Dennison, IA;

Dale Feser

brothers and sisters-in-law, Doug
(Twilia) Kletscher of Westbrook,
Audrey (Randy) Helbling of Fari-
bault, Brian (Vicki) Kletscher of
Lamberton, Monica (Tom) Davi-
son of Waseca, and Brad (Joanne)
Kletscher of Woodbury; many
nieces and nephews; stepfamily
from Lakeland, FL; and many lov-
ing family and friends. He was pre-
ceded in death by his mother and
stepfather, Ray Henkelman; father;
brother-in-law, Denny Anastasi;
and father-in-law and mother-in-
law, Elvern and Arlene Kletscher.

A visitation celebrating Dale’s
life will be held on Saturday, April
6, 2024, from 1-4 PM at the State
Street Chapel of Dennis-Steffel-
Omtvedt Funeral and Cremation
Service in Waseca.

Bruce Allen
Wilker

BRUCE ALLEN WILKER, age
77, of New Richland, died on Sun-
day, March 31, 2024, at the Bene-
dictine Living Community in
Owatonna.

Born on January 5, 1947, in
Waseca, he was the son of Harvey
and Charlene (Pachl) Wilker.
Bruce attended Waseca Public
Schools, graduating with the class
of 1965. Following his education,
he enlisted in the United States
Navy, honorably serving his coun-
try from 1966 — 1969. Bruce was
united in marriage to Virginia Fell
in 1966, and later divorced.
Throughout his life, Bruce worked
at Brown Printing for many years
before running a pallet business.
He loved cars, racing, and there
was nothing he couldn’t build or
devise. Bruce was an avid out-
doorsman, hunter, and fisherman.
He was a member of the American
Legion Post 228, Dark House As-
sociation and Ducks Unlimited.

Bruce is survived by his chil-
dren: Jeremy Wilker of Golden
Valley and his children: Beatrix
and Ari Wilker; Jenny (Tiffany
Thompson) Evans of San Diego,
CA and her daughter, Isabella
Evans; and Chase Wilker of
Waseca and his children: Wyatte
Devans, Madison and Harper

Bruce Wilker

prich) Wilker of Elysian, Sherry
(Frank) Haney of Kabetogama,
Cindy (Kevin) Dickie of Waseca,
and Shelly (Bruce) Miller of
Waseca; many nieces, nephews,
other relatives, and friend.

He is preceded in death by his
parents; and son, Christopher
Wilker.

A Gathering of Family and
Friends will be from 10:00 AM —
12:00 PM on Saturday, April 13,
2024, concluding with a prayer
service and military honors all at
the Third Street Chapel of Dennis-
Steffel-Omtvedt Funeral and Cre-
mation Service in Waseca. A
Celebration of Life hosted by
Bruce’s family will follow at the

Wilker and Adlee Ziemke; wageca American Legion Post
siblings: Jim (Sharon) Wilker of 5og
New Richland, Sue (Paul Zim- DSOFuneral.com
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More than 135 third-graders from Hartley Elementary, TEAM Academy and Sacred Heart Elementary were in attendance for “Ag

in the Classroom” last Wednesday. Pictured are some of the participants.

Ag in the third
grade classroom

By TRISTAN GEHRING
Staff Writer

Waseca's third-graders from Hart-
ley Elementary, TEAM Academy,
and Sacred Heart School gathered at
Hartley Elementary on March 27 for
“Ag in the Classroom,” an event co-
ordinated by local farmer Vicky Sin-
glestad to teach children about
Waseca's agriculture businesses.
Around 135 third-graders attended,
as well as representatives from Farm
Bureau and visitors. Four farmers
came to share information about their
work: groups of third-graders rotated
among their stations spending 25-30
minutes with each farmer. Each gave
the students a hands-on experience,
as well as answering their questions
following the presentation.

Megan (Eldeen) Steffl, was ac-
companied by Waseca County Dairy
Princesses McKenna Eichhorn and
Katy Eldeen for her presentation.
Steffl is a former resident of Waseca,
and now runs a dairy operation in
Brown County. Students watched a
video showing a child their age ex-
plaining some things about dairy
farming; the video was followed by
a verbal “quiz.” Students also got a
close look at examples of feed given
to cattle at various ages. Following
the presentation, the third-graders
got the chance to pet Lucy, a 10-day-
old calf Steffl had brought.

Sharing information about pork
farming was Todd Selvik, of Waseca

County's Selvik Farms. Selvik ex-
plained the growth of pigs, which
typically weigh 3 pounds or less at
birth. Selvik said he buys his pigs
when they weigh 12 to 15 pounds;
two to three weeks later, they will
have doubled in size. They are sent
to market weighing 280-300 pounds.
Selvik farms, like most pork opera-
tions, repeats this cycle twice yearly.
This year, he told the third-graders,
he's seen about 1,200 pigs. He also
told the classes some “fun facts”
about pig farming in the state of Min-
nesota — specifically, Minnesota is
the second-highest producer of pork
products in the United States, and
every pig farm in Minnesota is
family-owned. Selvik’s presentation
featured a table full of non-food pro-
ducts made from pork — items such
as dynamite, chalk, and rubber
gloves. Though, to the students' ap-
parent disappointment, there was no
dynamite.

Teaching students about sheep
farming were Gary and Tina Schoen-
feld, with their daughters Kaitlyn,
Natalie, and Isabel, who live south of
Waseca. They currently have 65
ewes and 66 lambs with 23 ewes yet
to lamb. They explained they first
started raising sheep in 2015 so that
their daughters could show them at
fairs. Each sheep produces 8-10
pounds of wool yearly. The Schoen-
felds also shared some examples of
products made from sheep — includ-
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ing baseballs and tennis balls, art
brushes, cosmetics, and more. They
allowed students to see examples of
the feed they give to their sheep, and
students once again got to see the
animals face-to-face as the Schoen-
felds allowed them to spend time
with two of their bottle-fed lambs.
The fourth station at Hartley Ele-
mentary was staffed by Leon
Schoenrock of New Richland, who
raises corn and soybeans. He taught
the children about the differences be-
tween the sweet corn we eat and
“dent corn,” which he said is what

Y .

g
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most of the corn grown in this area
is, explaining it is used primarily for
animal feed and corn flour. He ex-
plained the life cycle of the corn
plants, relating it to significant times
in the students’' year. He said he'd be
planting soon, and by the time the
students were out of school the corn
would still be less than a foot tall;
yet, by fair time in Waseca, the corn
would be several feet tall. Harvest
time, he explained, would be be-
tween back-to-school and Hallo-
ween's trick-or-treating.

Collaboration.
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Karryn Fette is crowned Grand Marshal of the Irish Ameri-
can Club celebration held in Waseca on March 16.
Pioneer photo by Rachael Jaeger

Fette is honored to
be grand marshal

By RACHAEL JAEGER
Staff Writer

Janesville area resident Karryn
Fette, 53, says she will remember
March 16, 2024 as one of the two
best days of her life. She was de-
lighted to learn during this year’s
Irish American Club celebrations
that she had been named Grand
Marshal for the yearly St. Patrick’s
day observance. The other “best
day” was in March of 1987, when
she was chosen to be Miss Irish
Rose for the year.

“When Faith Ryan called me
about being the Grand Marshal, 1
was excited,” Fette said, the joy ev-
ident in her voice. “It warmed my
heart. I was grateful for the good
wishes and support of all the
people who were there.”

Ryan was head of the Irish Club
of Southern Minnesota for many
years.

“I know she has her talents in
other areas,” Fette said of Ryan. “I
believe that girl can do all.”

The title brings special meaning
for her, Fette said, because recent
health difficulties with heart failure
and Parkinson’s disease have been
limiting her opportunities to get out
and be among people. “When
someone says they wish they were
Irish, [I tell them] they already are
because of association,” Fette
stated. “Nobody would tell you
that you’re not a part of this.
You're still part of the community.”

Fette’s story mirrors many of the
circumstances traditionally associ-
ated with the Irish. For one, she
mentions how people of Irish her-
itage acknowledge the hardships
their people and country of origin
have experienced. Right along with
that, though, she points out she ap-
preciates how the Irish know how
to have fun when they come to-
gether.

As for her, Fette says the diffi-
culties she has faced over time
have helped her become compas-
sionate and open. She offers the ex-
ample of having asthma from a
young age, back in a time when so-
ciety was more rigid. She re-
members being expected to
complete all the same activities and
physical challenges as her class-
mates—including a yearly 600-yard
dash. “Every year I pushed myself
to do that,” Fette remembered.
“And every year my parents would
have to come in and take me to the
emergency room.” She also shared
she tried out for cheerleading but
her coach told her that was “for the
misfits.”

Perhaps because of her diffi-
culties, Fette recalled, “The other
kids didn’t like me, and my parents
told me I was paranoid.” She clar-
ified, though, that she never told
them what was going on, so they
had no information to form a more
sound understanding. Fette re-
vealed she never said anything be-
cause she feared the bullying
would grow worse if the perpe-
trators were punished.

Of feeling like an “outsider” all
through her childhood, Fette ob-
served, “I do feel like that shaped
me as an adult.”

Her first marriage was to a man
she described as “extremely abu-
sive.”

“[It was] because he liked me,”
Fette said. “He was the first person
who ever liked me in high school.
He had some pretty scary attrib-
utes, but I thought, being the com-
passionate person I am, I could
change him.”

By the fourth year of their mar-
riage, however, she no longer saw
that as a possibility.

Fette expressed she feels very
happy to have found Jason, her
husband who has loved and cared
for her in many ways. For example,
as her health troubles have caused
her to spend more and more time at

"l got to goon a
parade, learned
the Queen’s
ways, and got as
sunburned as all
can be.”

— Karryn Fette

home, Jason has encouraged her to
get out, even if it’s only for a car
ride.

“He’s my rock,” Fette said.

Of the compassion she has ac-
quired, Fette said it was bolstered
by her career as a peer support spe-
cialist from July 2016 to Sep-
tember 2022. In her first position,
she worked in downtown Minnea-
polis with People, Inc., for about a
year until she transferred to Olm-
sted County as a peer support spe-
cialist on the Active Community
Treatment (ACT) team. She re-
turned to Mankato and worked for
Human Services, Inc. (HSI) as a
program supervisor for in-home
clients for 2.5 years until she was
diagnosed with Stage Three heart
failure.

Her job was to work with people
overcoming mental health chal-
lenges as they reintegrated back
into society. She helped them
create and follow personal budgets
while also increasing their organ-
izational skills. While because of
her health, she has been unable to
continue her career, several clients
keep in touch with her. One of her
clients was a sixteen-year-old girl
who had cerebral palsy. Her par-
ents told Fette that when she came
home, there wasn’t a day when she
wasn’t smiling.

“There is not one day that goes
by that I want to do something,”
Fette said. “I miss working with
people. I felt a lot of pride in what
[did.”

Fette expressed how much she
has missed being part of a com-
munity; she said being selected as
Grand Marshal has helped her feel
like she is included again.

Being selected as Miss Irish
Rose in the 1980s was also a pow-
erfully positive experience.

“It was the greatest summer of
my life!” Fette recalled enthusias-
tically. “I got to go on a parade,
learned the Queen’s ways, and got
as sunburned as all can be. I
matched my red dress by the time
the parade was over—I remember
being very thirsty!”

When Fette received the Grand
Marshal title in March, lifelong
friend Carol Jewison told her she
had a lot of confidence to do what
she did. Since it was also Jewison
who told her about the Irish Rose
pageant back in the 80s, Fette ex-
pressed how much gratitude she
felt she owed Jewison: “She will
always be a special lady to me,”
Fette said.

What she appreciates most about
the Irish Club and the heritage that
goes along with it is that everyone
is included. She offers the example
of her father, Paul Kubista, of fully
Bohemian heritage, who married
her mother, Mary, who is Irish.
Even though that was “unheard of”
at the time, the Irish still accepted
her dad into their clan.

On top of it, her parents, Paul
and Mary Kubista, were an Emer-
ald Isle couple in 2019.

Of being grand marshal in 2024,
Fette said, “It was a huge honor
and I’1l never forget it.

“Yes, we’ve had hard things
happen in our lives, but we can
take one day and celebrate who we
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One of few farmers in congress

MN’s 1st congressional district representative in the United States House

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher/Editor

Congressman Brad Finstad, 47, his
wife, Jackie, and their seven children
operate a family-owned, fourth-gen-
eration farm about 15 minutes out-
side New Ulm. Like most farms in
southern Minnesota, the operation
grows corn and soybeans. The family
also owns a soil laboratory which
employs about 50 people.

I like to joke that I was involved
in precision ag before it was sexy and
cool,” Finstad said during a fundrais-
ing event held in Waseca last week.
“I have bruises and calluses to prove
it.”

Finstad graduated from high
school in New Ulm, then went on to
earn a Bachelor of Science degree in
agricultural education from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota.

“Nothing I experienced growing
up pushed me away from farming,”
Finstad said. “Everything pulled me
in. It is a connection to the land
knowing I was working on the same
ground my grandparents had
farmed.”

Finstad said he learned from his
parents’ work ethic, common sense,
problem solving, value of faith, and
value of family.

“As a farmer, you can be a welder,
a chief financial officer, a chief ex-
ecutive officer, a janitor and a veteri-
narian all by lunchtime,” Finstad
joked. “That drew me in.”

In addition to his continued asso-
ciation with the family farm, Finstad
worked for the Minnesota Farm Bu-
reau association, working his way to
becoming an area director for the or-
ganization. He served on Governor
Tim Pawlenty’s Rural Health Advi-
sory Committee; Pawlenty was in of-
fice from 2003 to 2011. Finstad also
became an agricultural policy advi-
sor to U.S. Representative Mark
Kennedy, who held office from 2005
to 2007.

“When I was in the statehouse, |
did a lot of work around agriculture
and small business,” Finstad said. “I
would say one of the bigger pieces of
legislation I worked on in my state

service was the
Positive Alter-
natives Act. It really
gave an opportu-
nity, a life-affirming
opportunity  for
families in need, in

crisis.”
The Positive Al- -
ternatives Act Finstad

(2005) created a

grant program within the Minnesota
Department of Health for life-affirm-
ing organizations offering support to
pregnant women. Under its terms,
$3.357 million is now available an-
nually through a competitive grant
application process.

From 2008 to 2017, Finstad was
chief operating officer for the Center
for Rural Policy and Development, a
nonprofit policy research organiza-
tion based in St. Peter. In 2017 Pres-
ident Donald Trump appointed
Finstad as the USDA Rural Devel-
opment director for Minnesota where
he served until shortly after Trump
left office in 2021.

Finstad next took a short-term po-
sition as interim executive director
for the Minnesota Turkey Growers
Association, helping run the organi-
zation until a long-term director was
found in 2022.

When Jim Hagedorn, who had
been Minnesota’s first congressional
district representative since 2019,
died of cancer in 2022 while in of-
fice, a special election chose Finstad
to complete his term. Finstad was
reelected a few months later, and is
currently serving the remainder of
that term.

Minnesota’s First Congressional
district

“We have 21 counties from Wis-
consin to South Dakota,” Finstad
said. “And we have some counties
that have more pigs than people.”

Along with that, “We have Olm-
sted County, which is one of the most
highly educated counties in the coun-
try,” Finstad continued. “And so we
have some unique issue sets. We
have a strong agra base stronghold in
this district.”

"l like to joke that | was involved in
precision ag before it was sexy and

cool.”

—Congressman Brad Finstad

Finstad said his seat in Congress
doesn’t belong to a politician or
party, but to the people of southern
Minnesota.

“It belongs to each and every one
of you. And so for that, I need to
make sure I'm just working hard
every day, to listen and to hear what's
on your mind, to know what the
needs are of your community and the
Southern Minnesota community as a
whole.”

Today

Finstad currently serves on Con-
gress’s Agriculture and Armed Serv-
ices committees.

Finstad is one of, what he claims,
are five real farmers in Congress.

“And I make sure I play that card
every day that I can,” he said. “When
I hear policymakers and politicians
and activists try to tell us how we
should farm, I like to educate them
on how we actually do farm, the re-
ality versus the perception.”

When it comes to our nation’s de-
fense, Finstad describes himself as a
“Reagan republican.”

“I think that we have peace in our
world through our strength; God
willing we never have to use that
strength,” Finstad continued. “I feel
like, as a country and from a national
defense standpoint, we have weak-
ened in the last 25 years.

“We are starting to see that play
out on the global stage,” he said.
“Russia doesn't invade Ukraine...
Hamas does not try to annihilate the
Jewish population of Israel if they
fear the strength of the United States.
It has made us vulnerable.”

Finstad said he continues to worry
about the United States’s place in the
world. He referenced an “aggressive
China right now looking at Taiwan...
How do we help our allies?”

“Serving on the Armed Services
Committee I think about the military,
and I think about some of the wars or

conflicts that we've been involved in,
for right or for wrong, for the last 30
years,” he continued. “We've been
involved in a fight in the Middle East
against an opponent that had J-B
Weld and duct tape keeping their
military together and you look at our
potential adversaries in the future.
For the next 30 years, it's going to be
very high tech.”

Finstad explained why this matters
for southern Minnesota. A company
in Winona, which he recently toured,
produces $10 million a year in car-
bon fiber products used to line ex-
haust systems for rockets and rocket
ships. In Mankato, diesel generator
manufacturers are making products
that go on United States aircraft car-
riers.

“And the list goes on and on,” Fin-
stad said. “We have a lot of job pro-
viders and job opportunities in
southern Minnesota that really can
help on the innovation front with our
defense.”

In congress, Finstad argues the
Prove it Act is a meaningful piece of
legislation currently getting traction.
“[The bill] is centered around trying
to make sure the executive branch,
all three branches of government, are
working in a co-equal way. The
Prove It Act is really saying, ‘All
right, when you write those rules and
regulations, if there is a financial im-
plication outside of what was in-
tended by Congress, you need to
come back to Congress and show us
and, and make sure that we have the
opportunity then to fine tune it.’

“And that's really some of the
basic things that you see trickle in
and out of our government, our pol-
icy, and our politics right now,” Fin-
stad concluded. “We have to push
each other to dig in and become
more intellectually deep on the issues
that matter.”

m Finstad

from Page 1

cated about 15 minutes from New
Ulm where he, his wife Jackie, and
their seven children farm corn and
soybeans. He and his family also
own a soil laboratory which employs
about 50 people.

Finstad currently serves on two
congressional committees, Agricul-
ture and Armed Services. He also
chairs an agriculture sub-committee
dealing with foreign trade, horticul-
ture, foreign agriculture, and the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP, formerly known as
“food stamps”).

Agriculture/2024 Farm Bill

“As a farmer—I'm one of five real
farmers who serve in Congress—I
make sure I play that card every day
I can,” Finstad said. “When I hear
policymakers, politicians and activ-
ists try to tell us how we should farm,
I like to educate them on how we ac-
tually do farm, the reality versus the
perception.”

With the current farm bill set to ex-
pire in September, Finstad said a
topic weighing on farmers' minds
right now is a potential new five year
program, a $1.6 trillion farm bill, of
which $1.2 trillion is nutrition.

Finstad observed that more than
82% of the farm bill comes through
his sub-committee.

“My philosophy has been pretty
simple, and I hope it's the Southern
Minnesota philosophy that you all
ascribe to,” Finstad explained. “Our
program should be all about giving
people a hand up, not just a handout.

“Each and every one of you would
give the shirt off your back to help
your neighbor in need,” Finstad told
those in the room. “And our pro-
grams should reflect that. But they
should be focused on that neighbor
in need, not the neighbor in want, not
the neighbor who maybe just doesn't
want to work. It should be the neigh-
bor in need. And that's what this pro-
gram should be targeted to.”

Finstad said he predicts the bill
will make it through the House Ag
committee in four to five weeks.

“We live in a very uncertain time
in regards to the input side of things,”
Finstad said. “In farming we've seen
two years of decrease of farm in-
come, and that's not sustainable. We
need to do whatever we can to pro-

vide security and risk management
tools. The farm bill offers that.”

Finstad told those present he will
do everything he can to make sure
the bill gets passed.

Divisiveness, Immigration, Spend-
ing, House Speaker Mike Johnson

Finstad was asked how he plans to
deal with the divisiveness in Wash-
ington, D.C.

“I think it's all of us,” Finstad an-
swered. “Congress is a reflection of
who we are as a country right now.
We are an emotional, high-strung
country. We just need more adults in
the room who are willing to make
decisions that really have an impact
on the next generation, rather than
what gets us through the next elec-
tion.

“I think more people in this coun-
try need to realize we should wear
the sweatshirts that have ‘USA,’ not
an R or not a D on them,” Finstad
continued. “That doesn't mean you
give up on your principles. That
doesn't mean you can't be conserva-
tive and common sense minded. It
just means you’ve got to put our
country first. We need more of it.”

Finstad highlighted having worked
on numerous bills with democrats,
including state congresswoman
Angie Craig.

Other questions Finstad fielded in-
cluded the shortage of healthcare
workers in nursing homes, the Re-
publican Speaker of the House’s
leadership, and the controversial im-
migration bill which failed to pass
the senate earlier this year.

Regarding the immigration bill,
Finstad said its proposals didn’t
really fix the problem. He stated it
still allowed nearly 5,000 illegal en-

> \ [/
X ~
I N5 P e
2 ) s L PPy

trances into the country each day.

“Let’s be crystal clear, we passed
an immigration bill in the House ten
months ago, so I never had a chance
to vote on [the senate version of the
bill],” Finstad explained. “What we
did in the House is, we were pretty
clear we wanted a common sense so-
lution.... Build a wall or have a se-
cure border. You have a border with
a wall and a door, that door gets
open. That's immigration. Immigra-
tion is something you and I should be
able to explain to our kids in five mi-
nutes.”

The congressman was asked
whether he’s optimistic about the
speaker of the house, Mike Johnson’s
leadership.

“I will tell you that we appear to
be functionally dysfunctional—-that
appearance is probably reality,” Fin-
stad answered. “We are in a very
tight majority in the United States
House, and we have to acknowledge
the fact that we are one half of one
third of government right now. The
democrats have control of the senate,
they have control of the presidency.
We need more adults in the room, not
less. Speaker Mike Johnson is an
adult.”

Finstad said Johnson is a good
man, and even if he doesn't agree
with the speaker all the time, that’s
okay.

“We have segments within our
parties that want to throw snowballs
at each other,” Finstad said. “That
gets in the way of actually looking
outward, because you're so busy
looking inward, and we're dealing
with that right now in the Republican
Party.”

Finstad also addressed the $1.2
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Congressman Brad Finstad, right, listens as attendees share their thoughts and concerns.

Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens
trillion spending bill approved in
March, a bill which he voted against.
“This week didn’t make a lot of
sense,” he said.

Finstad said he received the 1,200
page bill to read at about 2:30 a.m.
Thursday and was expected to vote
on it a day later.

“Over $1.2 trillion, 70 percent of
government was funded with one
vote,” Finstad stated. “How is that
doing good for our kids? There are
things that were voted on in the past
week that will come out in weeks and
months as people dig through that
bill. Congress is broken and the rea-
son we're $34 trillion in debt is be-
cause we continue to do those
things.”

In conclusion

“I would just close with this,” Fin-
stad said. “Not to oversimplify the
challenges of our time, but I tell you
this. My biggest fear right now in our
country is that we have shattered the
moral compass that has guided us,
and we no longer believe God is the
author of The One Truth. If we don't
believe that, then we all ascribe to
our own truths. Then who wins in a
political environment? Is it your truth
versus my truth? You win because
you holler louder, you raise more
money and beat me in an election?
It's unsustainable. And so we have to
get back to the idea that there is right
and wrong in this country, and that
we do have a country based on laws
and law and order.

“It's an honor of a lifetime to sit in
your seat in Congress and represent
you,” Finstad concluded. “T will
work until the day is done to make
sure I do that with honor and in the
most noble way I can.”
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Easter Vigils

During Easter Vigils held the evening of Saturday, March 30,
at Trinity Lutheran Church in Janesville and Sacred Heart
Church in Waseca, ceremonies reminded those in attendance of
God's miraculous powers and asked them to renew the vows
made at their baptisms. Pioneer photos by Deb Bently
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-+ Pastor’s Column

Sometimes we get
in our own way

By PASTOR KEN ANDRS

Sometimes everything goes
wrong at the same time. [ am not
complaining, I am just surprised
by it. I shouldn’t be surprised,
but I always am. Life is hard, the
things we go through are stress-
ful, and we struggle to trust God’s
plan.

My hard weeks are sometimes
similar to other people’s and very
different at the same time. We
have spent the last 6 weeks walk-
ing our way through Lent, Holy
Week, and Resurrection Sunday.
As a pastor in our community, it
is my desire to make this season
meaningful, purposeful, and re-
latable to many people. We plan
and prepare sermons and worship
experiences that allow people to
re-engage in community while
calling all of us to a deeper rela-
tionship with God.

It is a tough balancing act of
planning, prayer, outreach, and
love for our community. Then in
the midst of planning, life
happens. You know what I mean,
a car breaks down, it snows keep-
ing family away, someone starts
or continues a family fight, or it
just doesn't meet expectations.
Our best intentions are to worship
God through the difficult times,
but the distractions of life can
hinder us and become a barrier to
worship, growth, and faith.

Hebrews 12:1-3 calls us to
focus on God and His work of the
CroSs.

1 Therefore, since we are sur-
rounded by such a great cloud of
witnesses, let us throw off every-
thing that hinders and the sin that
so easily entangles, and let us run
with perseverance the race

marked out for us. 2 Let us fix

our eyes on Jesus, the author and
perfecter of our faith, who for the
joy set before him endured the
cross, scorning its shame, and sat
down at the right hand of the
throne of God.3 Consider him
who endured such opposition
from sinful men, so that you will
not grow weary and lose heart.

Sometimes it is our own
choices that hinder us from a
deeper relationship with God, this
“sin that so easily entangles”
needs to be confessed and turned
over to God. Other times we
carry the burdens of worry, devel-
oping a faith in God’s plan will
bring us closer to Him and help
us to “throw off everything that
hinders.” Still there are times
when we work really hard at get-
ting it just right, and we realize
we aren’t running “the race
marked out for us.”

We have been called to fix our
eyes upon Jesus, fully and com-
pletely. He took joy in His work
of salvation, how are we to re-
spond every day? He endured the
cross, He accepted the shame of
it, and He overcame it for His
glory and our good. His call to us
is to do the hard work of a deeper
relationship with Him.

The problems of this world are
myriad and 1 wish we would
never have to go through them. If
you are in the midst of a stressful
life situation, reach out for prayer
and support. If you are question-
ing God and His plans ask Him to
reveal Himself to you in ways
that you would understand. In all
things though, don’t focus in on
the problem, turn your eyes to
Jesus, don’t grow weary or lose
heart, ask God to strengthen you.

Our Services

CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH
2200 4th St NE, Waseca
507-835-2235
Service times 9:30 a.m.

* % %
4TH STREET EVANGELICAL
CHURCH
605 4th St NE, Waseca
507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew Isker)
Worship Sundays 10 a.m
* % %

FAITH UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
801 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-3167
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m.

* % %

CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN
CHURCH
309 6th St NE, Waseca
507-835-9176
Worship Sundays traditional 8:30 a.m.,
9:45 a.m. Sunday School/Fellowship;
10:45 a.m. contemporary service
* * *

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
401 3rd Ave NE, Waseca
507-833-1703
Sundays 9:00 a.m.

* * %

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
314 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-2647
Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m.

* % %

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH
503 2nd Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-4548 (office email:
1cwaseca@hickorytech.net)
Worship Sunday 10 a.m.

* * %

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 E EIm Ave, Waseca
507-835-1709
Worship Sunday 9 a.m.

* % %

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
CHURCH
111 4th St NW, Waseca
Father Glenn Ferichs
507-835-1222
Worship Sundays 10:00 a.m., Tues. and
Wed. at 8:30 a.m. and Thurs. at 7 a.m.;
Saturdays at 5 p.m.

* % %

REAL LIFE CHURCH
620 W Elm Ave, Waseca
507-607-8245

Sunday worship 10 a.m.
sk * %
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
LATTER-DAY SAINTS
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca
507-835-4640
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m.
sk * %
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
1221 8th St SE, Waseca
507-835-2213
Sunday worship 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m.
* * *
CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca
507-833-1082
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun Even-
ing 6:00 p.m., Wed. evening 6:30 p.m.
* * *
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, Choir
and Choir; 10:30 a.m. Worship
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship
% * *
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Otisco, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship
% * *
TRINITY EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Mary Iverson
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, Sun-
day School; 10 a.m. Coffee
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirmation; 7
p.m. Council meeting
* * *
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Pamela Jensen
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship
sk * *
LESUEUR RIVER
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting
%

* *

VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH

New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
* * *
VISTA EVANGELICAL
COVENANT CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Brian Schanil Pastor
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. Sun-
day School
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe Mini-
stry, 1-3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires and
Yard Games, 6 p.m. until dark
* * %
ALL SAINTS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Father Glenn Ferichs
Friday - 10 a.m. on Ist, 3rd and 4th Fri-
days p.m. Mass
Sunday - Mass at 8 a.m.
* * *
FIRST LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
Waldorf, Minnesota
Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Larry Sipe
Sundays: Worship 8 a.m.; 9:10 a.m.
Sunday School and adult bible class
* % %
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Freedom Township
Sunday — 9:15 a.m. Worship
* * *
ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris
Waldorf, Minnesota
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
* * *
ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC
Waldorf, Minnesota
Father Brian Mulligan
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship
* * *
TRINITY LUTHERAN
Wilton Township
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor
Sunday — 10:45 a.m. Worship
* % %
THE CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Brad Donner, Branch President
Waseca, Minnesota
www.lds.org
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.;
11:20 a.m. Sunday School
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activities,
ages 12-18

* * *

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
412 N. Main Street, Janesville
Interhim Pastor
Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m. Wor-
ship
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible Class,
10:15 a.m. Worship
* * %
JANESVILLE UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH
401 N. West St., Janesville
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship
* * %
BLOOMING GROVE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
43089 180th St., Morristown
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Summer worship
hours, (10:45 a.m. Worship, winter)
k * *
ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH
307 W. 2nd St, Janesville
10 a.m. - Mass
sk * %
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 Owen St., Janesville

Pastor Sarah Krolak
* % *

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL
CHURCH
Alma City, Minnesota
Pastor Robert Harting
Sunday - 10 a.m. Wgrshjkp

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LU-
THERAN CHURCH
Smiths Mill, Minnesota
Pastor Robert Harting
Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship
* * *
NORTH WASECA LUTHERAN
CHURCH ELCA
404 30 120th St. Waseca
Pastor Sarah Krolak
507-234-6463
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Second
sunday “Young at heart”
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirmation
k * *

NOTE: CHANGES IN CHURCH
CALENDARS MUST BE MADE BY
NOTIFICATION FROM A
MEMBER OF THE CONGREGA-
TION TO THE WASECA COUNTY
PIONEER.
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Waseca Where’d It Go?

Janesville Argus, March 2, 1961
Former Robert Wiste residence moved to current
location, County Rd. 3, Janesville MN.

Janesville’s Literally on the move, and for proof we snapped this
picture Tuesday of the former Robert Wiste residence being
moved down highway No. 14 towards its new home on the Joe
Jewison farm 4 miles north of Janesville. Spencer House Movers
of Wells were contractors of the job.

Briefs

Waseca

Dr. Charles Karuku at
Nation’s Glory Barn 6
p-m. April 19

Charles Karuku is the Founder
and President of International Out-
reach Church, a growing diverse
multi-racial congregation in the
Twin Cities. He will be speaking
at Nation’s Glory Barn at 6 p.m.
on Friday, April 19. More infor-
mation is available by email at
thenationsglorybarn@gmail.com.

“How-To Festival” 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday,
April 27, at Waseca Li-
brary

Courses covering 16 “How to”
topics will be offered free of
charge at the Waseca Library on
Saturday, April 27. Each hour, four
new topics will be addressed,
ranging from first aid to raising
chickens. Various courses are in-
tended for participants of various
ages, ranging from 6 to adult.

Shepherd’s Robe Free

store Tuesdays from 1-3

and 5-7 p.m.

The Shepherd’s Robe free store
offers clothing, supplies, and much
more for free to all interested
parties. The store is located at
Vista Covenant Church, 14679
275th Avenue, New Richland.

Waldorf Veterans

Memorial Fund Drive

Donations are requested to sup-
port the construction of the Wal-
dorf Veterans Memorial. Checks
written to WVMP Fund Drive can
be mailed to WVMP Fund Drive;
Judy Joecks, treasurer; P.O. Box
55; Waldorf, MN 56091. Ques-
tions can be directed to Charlie
Barnes at (763) 286-2246.

Waseca County
Stagecoach History

Judy Joecks is compiling a his-
tory of stagecoach routes in
Waseca County. She would appre-
ciate hearing from anyone who has
information regarding stagecoach
trails or stops. (507) 317-1345.

Collaboration. Scale. Excellence.

GUARDIAN ENERGY

Janesville

507-234-5000

WASECA COUNTY
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25 Years Ago

-Dale M. Schlicht, 54, a Dakota, Minnesota & Eastern (DM&E)
railroad employee, died April 2 as a result of an accident in the
Waseca switchyard. According to Roy, DM&E Manager of Opera-
tions in the Waseca office, Schlicht was working in the railroad
switchyard at the time of the accident. Srp said Schlicht “was doing
what he always does.”

-On March 2, Joyce Wobbrock, a fiscal officer in Waseca County
Human Services since April 1997, was notified that she was placed
on administrative leave due to questions of employee misconduct
and inadequate job performance.

-January 1, 2000, which has turned into Y2K in our collective ver-
nacular, is the date most of us think of when considering the wide
range of computer glitches which could occur to disrupt our lives.
There are, in fact, 13 Y2K critical dates which are being tested at
local banks for Year 2000 compatibility.

50 Years Ago

-Fifteen-year-old Mary Whitaker of Waseca was struck and killed
by a northbound train shortly before midnight Saturday night in
Otisco. Miss Whitaker and her three companions were on their way
back to their car west of the railroad tracks in Otisco when the inci-
dent occurred. The youth were apparently running across the tracks
in front of the train when Miss Whitaker was struck.

-Timothy Gerald Cutting, 700 10TH St. N.W., Waseca, pleaded
guilty to the charge of furnishing liquor to minors in district court
Monday afternoon. Cutting appeared before the honorable Judge
Urban J. Steimann at a special session of County Court and was fined
$200. Cutting was picked up March 30 in the City of Waseca by Of-
ficer Steve Prescher.

-Jerald Gordon Turner of 437 Owns, Mankato, was booked into
the Waseca County Jail Monday night for the possession of a large
quantity of marijuana. He is scheduled to be arraigned today before
Judge John McLooone. The sheriff’s office was aided by the Waseca
Police Department in the arrest.

75 Years Ago

-A log cabin was a luxury for Louis L. Fretham, now 82, who was
born in a cavelike dugout in Iosco township. His parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Erich Fretham, came to America from Norway in 1862. A
thoughtful brother of Erich had a home waiting for them. It was a
dugout carved out of a hill side.

-Mrs. Marshall Gove, English war bride, will be back home soon.
She will leave here May 1 for Frankfort, Germany to join her hus-
band who is a Staff Sergeant in an AACS squadron there. Mrs. Gove
expects her American citizenship papers in the mail any day.

-Charles H. Sutleif, 43, dropped dead in the yard of his Wilton
township farm following a heart attack Wednesday, April 6 at 11 a.m.
He had just entered the yard of the farm he owns and rents to Tom
McCarthy, 3 miles southeast of Otisco when he suffered the attack.

100 Years Ago

-While bulletins and pamphlets on better farming by the score have
been written on the opportunities and benefits of alfalfa, until quite
recently little has been known of the uses of sweet clover which here-
tofore has grown wild and feared and thought for many years as one
of our worst weed pests and is rapidly coming to its own as the
wonder plant of the present time.

-Gust Glaser of Rost township, marketed 19 head of hogs last Fri-
day the combined weight of which was 5,760 pounds, or an average
of a trifle over 303 pounds each, says the Lakefield Standard. These
hogs were farrowed in September and October. Mr. Glaser does not
have an up-to-date hod house but has used an old building with dirt
floor and had to “chink” up the cracks to keep out the draft.

-Minnesota farmers are offering an average of $38.93 for farm
hands working on a monthly basis, according to J.S. Jones, secretary
of the Minnesota Farm Bureau Federation, who has just completed
a state-wide survey. His data shows a general trend toward slightly
higher wages in all departments of farm activities.

CALL, EMAIL, OR STOP IN OUR OFFICE!
111 WEST ELM AVE, WASECA, MN

NEWS@WASECACOUNTYPIONEER.COM

Get your news in the Pioneer
* news@wasecacountypioneer.com
« Call (507) 837-6767
« Office at 111 W. EIm Avenue

New Richland

100 Years Back - 1924

 The Odd Fellows hall was rented last Tuesday evening to Mr. Atalla
Abraham of Alden, Minn., who will open a general store in the building
some time after the first of April.

* Gardner and J.E. Murtaugh of Albert Lea were here Tuesday and ne-
gotiated an arrangement with J.H. Burnes at Beaver Lake which will re-
sult in the establishment of a boat livery there this spring.--Ellendale
Eagle

* A deal was closed Friday of last week between W.J. Romig, landlord
at the Hotel New Richland, and Adam Endres of Kilkenny, whereby the
latter will take over the management of the hotel on April 1.

* Misses Edith Bjorklund, Myrtle Johnson, Lilley Rotegard, Margaret
Mclnerny and Julia Keeley, all of the school faculty, spent the week end
in the Twin Cities.

* Arthur and Edward Lechner, John Schultz, Eldor Klinger, Jennie and
Valin Larson, Herbert Marvey and Florence Bartz were visitors at the
Herman Klinger home Saturday evening.

* The Misses Bernice and Della Dinneen, who are nurses at St. Mary’s
hospital and the Mayo Clinic of Rochester, spent the week end at the
home of their parents, Mr. and Mrs. J.W. Dinneen.

* The Study Club entertained at a five o’clock luncheon Saturday af-
ternoon at the home of Mrs. H.E. Sievert in honor of Mrs. F.D. Bran-
denburg. Mrs. Brandenburg, who has been president of the Club, left the
following day for her new home at Crystal Bay, Lake Minnetonka.

76 Years Back - 1948

* The Arthur Evensons married in the neighborhood of twenty-five
years and who moved recently to the T.J. Thompson farm southwest of
New Richland are without telephone service for the first time. While
they have a promise of a phone soon, they are finding the situation most
inconvenient.

« Shirley Kelling, Waseca, an eighth grade student of Sister Malcom
at the Sacred Heart parochial school, won first place in the Waseca
county spelling contest. She had a score of 106 words right out of 120.
Shirley will take part in the Minneapolis Tribune bee April 17.

* Mr. and Mrs. Durwood Fitch, Lylah and Jackie of Ellendale were
dinner and supper guests of Mr. and Mrs. Ole Hanson Sunday. In the af-
ternoon they attended the musical concert at the Vista church. Lylah
Fitch took part in the program, playing the violin.

* Mr. and Mrs. George Lewer and children of Waseca were Sunday
supper guests of Mr. and Mrs. Martin Jacobson. Ruth Ann Lewer re-
mained for a longer visit.

* A group of neighbors and friends gathered at the Myron Miller home
Friday evening to help Mrs. Miller celebrate her birthday. Guests present
were: Mr. and Mrs. Howard Nelson, Mr. and Mrs. George Huxford, Mr.
and Mrs. Everett Huxford and Jerry, Mr. and Mrs. Myron Seward and
daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Elvon Kamrath and daughter, and Mr. and Mrs.
Herman Neitzel.

» George Johnson, who for the last year or more has been employed
in the shop of the P&S Electric Service, is opening a shop of his own at
his home town of Hartland.

50 Years Back - 1974
10
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New Richland village’s new police car is pictured here as Police
Officer Leo Nissen backs it out of the garage at the village hall. De-
cals were put on the doors, rather than painting them as has been
done in the past.

* Marti Moen, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Cleon Moen of New Rich-
land, has been selected as New Richland’s representative for Girls State.
Sandy Nelson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bert Nelson of rural New Rich-
land, is her alternate.

* Saturday evening visitors at the Martin Roeker home were Mr. and
Mrs. Art Erdman and Marty and Mrs. Alvina Prail of Janesville and Mr.
and Mrs. Carl Tesch of New Richland.

* Mrs. Russell Swenson and Mrs. Hannah Espee were last Tuesday
afternoon guests at the Wendell Armstrong home in honor of Richard’s
birthday.

* Earning trophies for the top bridge scores at the American Legion
auxiliary luncheon card party were Mrs. Harry Lillesve and Mrs. Cor-
nelius Gulbrandson. Mrs. Clarence Korman and Mrs. Carrell Raymo
took home trophies for top score in the pfeffer tournament.

* Over the weekend Steve Weydert, Jim and Randy Knudson attended
a Winter Camp in Wisconsin. It was sponsored by the 4-H club.

* Sunday dinner guests at the Harvey Bell home were Mr. and Mrs.
Roger Kezzeks and Brian of Minneapolis, Mrs. Esther Overhalt and
Helmer Hendrickson of Albert Lea.

25 Years Back - 1999
* A document dating back to March 1, 1862 was found in legal doc-
uments belonging to Rudolph Piltingsrud following his death last year
by his son, Dale. It was filed in the City of Washington and signed by
President Abraham Lincoln.

B

The Panther girls’ basketball team just finished the best season
in the history of the sport at NRHEG High School. Members hon-
ored at the Winter Athletic Banquet are, front from left: Annie Blu-
menthal, Amy Kubista, Missy Lonning, Amanda Moxon, Holly
Waldhauser, Missy Wayne; back: Kelly Pestorious, Faith VanBock-
ern, Jessica Kubat, Katie Recknor, and Heather Wayne.
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Tough act to follow for boys’ track

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

The 2024 Waseca High School boys'
track and field team has a tough act to fol-
low: its own.

After finishing second in the Big South
Conference meet and fourth in Section
1AA last spring, the Bluejays surprised
most everyone by bringing home a state
championship in June.

The goals, according to eight-year head
coach David Abel, are the same as always.

"Our season goals are pretty consistent
year in and year out," said Abel. "We
expect to compete for the conference
championship, qualify for True Team state
and move as many athletes on to state as
we can."

The Bluejays graduated eight athletes off
last year's squad, including some excep-
tional talent. Kyle Ahlschlager finished
eighth at state in the long jump, Eddie
Herman eighth in discus. Ahlschlager and
Christian Rodriguez were a part of the
Bluejays' state champion 4x100 and 4x200
relay teams. Addison Sampson is the
school record in the pole vault. Joe
Feldkamp was a captain.

The Bluejays return several gifted ath-
letes, including the school's 100-meter
record holder Kaeden Johnson, who will
play football for the Minnesota Gophers
this fall. He was a member of the Bluejays'
state championship relays, as was junior
Damarius Russell, a three-sport standout.

Also returning for the varsity are seniors
Isaac Feldkamp, Andrew Robran, Javonn
Rodney, Colton Schroeder and Ethan
Stenzel, juniors Micah Allen-Haas, Tristan
Godwin and Carson Ohnstad, and sopho-
mores Brady Tlougan, Deron Russell, Will
Mansfield, Wyatt Hager and Jett Rohl.

"We have strong senior and junior class-
es," said Abel. "We have good numbers in
our sophomores and freshmen and some
'new-to-track' athletes that we will need to
step up and fill some roles for us."

Other varsity hopefuls include senior
Gaige Johnson, juniors Pablo Alvarez-
Reyes, Nathanial Andrs, Michaiah
Grannis, Brandyn Nascha, Bennett
Ludwig, Joe Mixteco, Koltyn Quillen,
Miguel Rocha and Cody Weber, sopho-
mores Liam Biddle, Nathan Kaiser, Daniel
Sipe, Zane Staloch and Juan Victorino, and
freshmen Tovin Grannis, Cash Lynch,

Brady McKenna, James
Quade, Owen Rupe,
Johah Worke and Sean
Noble. The managers
are Jordan Johnston,
Paige Dufault and Katie
Olson.

Abel said the Big
South favorites are the
usual ones, Fairmont
and Marshall, with St.
Peter also expected to field a strong squad.

The top teams in Section 1AA include
Plainview-Elgin-Miller and Faribault, with
Winona, Austin, Red Wing, Stewartville
and Kasson-Mantorville also expected to
contend.

The Bluejays' strength lies with their 15
returning lettermen, a strong group of
sprinters, and discus throwers.

"We have 38 guys out for track, which is
a great number," said Abel. "We should be
able to find some gems ni the group to fill
out the needed areas on the team. We need
to find some depth in the mid-distance
areas, improve in the triple jump, shot put
and high jump."

Abel's coaching staff includes WHS

Abel

READY TO

COMPETE — Among the returning lettermen for the Waseca

boys’ track and field team are, front from left: Micah Allen-Hobbs, Wyatt
Hager, Jordan Johnston, Tristan Godwin, Bennett Ludwig and lIsaac
Feldkamp. Back: Ethan Ethan Stenzel, Andrew Robran, William Mansfield,
Javonn Rodney, Damarius Russell, Kaeden Johnson and Carson Ohnstad.

head football coach Brad Wendland, who
enters his 18th season working with the
throwers, Grant Popp, Saiveon Williamson
and Robb Winterfeld.

Waseca High School 2024 Track and Field
March 21 Indoors at MSU-Mankato
March 26 Indoors at MSU-Mankato
April 2 Indoors at MSU-Mankato
April 11 at Mankato West, 4:45

Pioneer photo by Jim Lutgens

April 18 Waseca Invitational, 4:30
April 26 at Plainview-EM Inv., 4:30
April 30 at St. Charles Inv., 4:30

May 2 at Mankato East Inv., 4 p.m.
May 7 True Team Section at Jordan
May 16 Waseca Invitational, 4:30
May 18 True Team State at Stillwater
May 21 Big South at Fairmont, 4 p.m.
May 30 Section at Faribault

June 1 Section finals at Faribault

UPPER CLASSMEN-—

Balderas and Colten Ruedy.

Armando

Every pitch matters for baseball Bluejays

INNER-CITY n||o1'

iors on the 2024
Waseca High School baseball team include, front from left:
Shane Engel-Mueller, Nate Engel-Mueller, Keato Roeker and
Max Wirtz. Back: Logan Heyer, Sebastian Teague, Armando
Pioneer photo by Jim Lutgens

uniors and sen

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

Every game is always important
in the shortest of all seasons, spring
sports.

It's especially true for the 2024
Waseca High School baseball
squad.

The Bluejays, according to
fourth-year head coach Taylor
Phelps, need to capitalize on all
their opportunities as they return
only two starters.

"We will have to prove our-
selves," said Phelps. "Every game
is an opportunity and every game
matters!"

Last year's Bluejays finished 12-
11 overall, 3-10 in the Big South
Conference, with their season end-
ing in the section semifinals.

This year's crew is led by a
strong senior class that includes

Balderas, Carter
Ellis, Shane
Engel-Mueller,
Nate Engel-
Mueller, Logan
Heyer, Titus
Mokoff, Keaton
Roeker, Joshua
Teachout,
Sebastian
Teague and Jacob Thompson.
"These seniors have either put in
the time through the program or are
athletes from winter and fall sports
who are eager to have fun and see
success this spring," said Phelps.
Ellis is new to the team and
could be a big factor, according to
Phelps, who's also expecting key
contributions from Balderas, the
Engel-Mueller brothers, Roeker
and Teague, along with juniors

Phelps

Colten Ruedy and Maxwell Wirtz.

"These seven individuals had
significant moments of play last
year, and I expect leadership and
success from these seven in partic-
ular," said Phelps.

The other juniors are David
Hodgkins and Aiden Shoemaker.

Phelps said Thompson, Mokoff
and Teachout could have an
impact.

Exactly who plays where is to be
decided.

"With many spots left open from
last year, players will need to be
flexible on positions and my line-
up/roster will be fluid for a good
portion of the year," explained
Phelps. "It may change quite quick-
ly."

Phelps and assistant coaches Bob
Lueken and Austin Nagel are hop-
ing the Bluejays can build off the

success in recent years.

"The team is looking to continue
the recent success we have seen,"
said Phelps.

2024 Waseca High School Baseball
April 8 vs. LCWM, 5 p.m.
April 9 at Tri-City United, 5 p.m.
April 12 at Sibley East, 5:30
April 16 vs. New Ulm, 5:30
April 18 vs. NRHEG, 5 p.m.
April 23 at St. Peter, 5:30
April 26 at Fairmont, 4 p.m.
April 30 at New Ulm, 5:30
May 2 vs. WEM, 5:30
May 4 at DH Worthington, 11 a.m.
May 7 vs. St. Peter, 4 p.m.
May 9 at Blooming Prairie, 4:30
May 11 DH vs. Marshall, 11 a.m.
May 13 at LeSueur-Henderson, 5 p.m.
May 14 vs. Maple River, 5:30
May 16 at Belle Plaine, 5 p.m.
May 21 vs. Triton, 5 p.m.
May 23 Section at high seed, 5 p.m.
May 28 Section at high seed, 5 p.m.
May 30 Section, TBD
June 14,6 Section at LS-H, TBD

New coach takes over for WHS softball

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

The 2024 season is a good news,
bad news situation for the Waseca
High School softball team.

First, the bad. The Bluejays
graduated five starters, three of
which were named all-conference
or honorable mention all-confer-
ence.

The good news? First-year head
coach Amanda Sommers has plen-
ty of players from which to com-
plete her lineup.

The Bluejays, 7-8 overall and 2-
8 in the Big South Conference Big
Division, will certainly miss gradu-
ated seniors Haylee Sommers,
Riley Ruedy and Hannah
Thursdale.

Returning  varsity  athletes
include seniors Cameron Stagman
(3B/C), McKyla Hasselquist

(P/CF) and Ali Mumme (CF/1B),
junior Siri Kuhns (1B/2B) and

sophomore Lauren Grant
(C/OF/2B).
Incoming  athletes include

juniors Lily Owens, Ellie Hoehn
and Kenzie Sanborg, and sopho-
mores Chloe Roembhildt, Ellery
Waldron, Brooke Bartelt, Hannah
Teague and Madison Roessler.
"We are a young team this year,"
said Coach Sommers. "We are
rebuilding this year and look for-
ward to our underclassmen gaining
a wealth of experience and build-
ing the culture of our program.
We're expecting many juniors and
sophomores to step into key roles
on the team this year, and provide
leadership to our underclassmen."
As far as team strengths,
Sommers said, "The first few
weeks of practice have shown we

p ¥ ()
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Repair and
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32452 State Hwy 13 ¢ Waseca, MIN 56093

(507) 835-7040

Auto, Truck,

have a lot of hard
working players
who are putting
in their time and
want to improve

and be their
best."
The coaches

biggest concern
is lack of varsity
experience.

"We need more time on the
field," she said.

The Bluejays' key to success?

"Underclassmen stepping into
important leadership roles on the
team, and building a positive cul-
ture in our program," said
Sommers, who's assisted by Abbe
Hoehn and Molly Schmidt.

Sommers said New Ulm and St.
Peter are the preseason favorites to
win the Big South, while the top

Sommers
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teams in Section 2AA figure to be
Belle Plaine and LeSueur-
Henderson.

2024 Waseca High School Softball
April 4 vs. Blue Earth Area, 5:30
April 9 at Medford, 5:30
April 11 at St. Peter, 5:30
April 12 at St. Clair, 4:30
April 16 vs. New Ulm, 5:30
April 19 at NRHEG, 4:30
April 20 DH vs. Worthington, 11 a.m.
April 23 vs. St. Peter, 5:30
April 25 at Fairmont, 4:30
May 2 at New Ulm, 5:30
May 4 DH vs. Marshall, 11 a.m.
May 6 at Jordan, 4:30
May 7 vs. WEM, 5:30
May 9 vs. Sibley East, 4:30
May 14 at Maple River, 4:30
May 16 vs. Tri-City United, 5:30
May 17 vs. Rochester Lourdes, 4:30
May 21 Section, TBD, 5 p.m.

May 23 Section, TBD, 5 p.m.
May 25,28,30 Section at Mankato

SOFTBALL LEADERS — Among the juniors and seniors on
the 2024 Waseca High School softball team include, front from
left: Kenzie Sanborg, Lily Owens and Siri Kuhns. Back: McKyla
Hasselquist and Alison Mumme. Pioneer photo by Jim Lutgens
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Juniors pace WHS track girls

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

There aren't many seniors, and the overall numbers
are down, but Waseca High School girls' track and
field coach David Abel still expects an exciting spring
from the Bluejays.

"We have a very strong and deep junior class," said
Abel, whose 2023 squad graduated six seniors while
finishing second in the Big South Conference and
fourth in Section 1AA.

Returning varsity athletes are seniors Sarah Haley
and Evelyn O'Brien, juniors Callie Dufault, Brooklyn
Flatau, Sierra Krause, Gaby Lopez, Cami Marquez,
Neveah Sampson and Kalea Sartori, sophomore
Vivian Mader, freshman Stella Omvedt, and eighth-
graders Maren Schimming and Reese Rodriguez.

The rest of the roster includes juniors Bella Wikan
and Niya Williams, sophomores Kelsey Draeger and
Jenna Hudak, ninth-graders Reese Ludwig, Noelle
Drake, Lauren Holmseth, Angelica Lopez, Violet
Rohwer, Savannah Vagts and Katelyn Weber, and
eighth-grader Reese Rodriguez.

Dufault, Thyme Lang, Camille Ring and Kya Hoof.
Dufault and Ring were state entrants.

While Abel expects a strong performance by the
junior class, he's hoping some of the younger kids
emerge as leaders.

"We have good numbers in our junior and freshman
groups," he said. "We will see what they can do."

As for goals, Abel said the Bluejays always look for
consistency.

Fairmont, Marshall and Belle Plaine figure to be the
teams to beat in the Big South, while Winona Red
Wing, Kasson-Mantorville, Byron, Faribault and
Northfield look to be the class of Section 1AA.

"Our 11 returning letterwinners should anchor this
group," said Abel. "We have 24 girls out for track,
which is a low number for us. It will be tough, but we
hope to be able to find some gems in the group to fill
the needed areas on the team. We need to find some
depth in the mid-distance areas, improve in the triple
jump and high jump, find some sprint depth, and find
some vaulters. We will need some girls to step and cre-
ate the depth we will need to really score well as a

TRACK GIRLS — Among returning letterwinners for the Waseca girls’ track and field team are,
front from left: Vivian Mader, Gabby Lopez, Callie Dufault, Stella Omvedt and Maren Schimming.
Back: Brooklyn Flatau, Sierra Krause, Kalea Sartori, Evelyn O’Brien and Sarah Haley.

The Bluejays graduated seniors Sam Azure, Ella team

Pioneer photo by Jim Lutgens
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TENNIS BOYS — Members of the 2024 Waseca High School
boys’ golf team include, front from left: Otto Schoenrock, Oliver
Rohwer and Amaan Bahtti. Back: Henry Huttemeier, Dominic
Grunzke, Tyler Jellum and Ahmed Faroaq.

Pioneer photo by Jim Lutgens

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

When it comes to high school
head coaches, Kyle Collins is an
exception. He has stuck with it
through thick and thin.

Granted, it's been more thin than
thick in recent years, but section
championships and state tourna-
ment entries are not totally foreign
to Collins-coached teams. It's just
that it's been a while.

"It would be nice," said Collins.
"To return to the section finals one
day!"

Regardless, Collins returns for
his 22nd season as head coach of
the Waseca High School boys' ten-
nis tean, which he's guided to a
record of 189-141 in that tenure.

The Bluejays aer coming off a
season which they finished 7-8,
including 1-2 in Big South
Conference East matches. Their
best finish in recent years was 9-7
in 2019.

Returning players from last year
are seniors Oliver Rohwer and

Dominic Grunzke, junior Tyler
Jellum, freshmen Henry Huttemier
and Otto Schoenrock, and eighth-
grader Armaan Bhatti.

Huttemier had a record of 9-8 at
No. 2 and 3 singles, Schoenrock
was 9-7 at No. 4 singles and
Rohwer 8-8 at No. 1 doubles last
spring. Bhatti was 7-8 at No. 3 dou-
bles and Jellum was 3-13 at No. 1
singles.

The rest of the roster includes
seniors Ahmed Farooq and Eddy
Gallegos, juniors Aiden
Groskreutz, Liam Hagre, Lucas
McQuery, Brayden Hoof and Tyler
Hanson, sophomores Allan
Kopetzki and Bryghton Rugger,
freshman Dawson Goodlander,
eighth-graders Kyler Carlson and
Joe Calhoun, and seventh-graders
Keenan Collins, Carson True,
Nicholas Nelson and Oliver
Rugroden.

Key graduates from last year's
squad were Jacari Jellum, J.D.
Delgado, Jan Schoen and Corbin
Connors. Delgado was 10-4 at No.

2 doubles, Jellum 8-8 at No. 1 dou-
bles, Schoen 9-4 at No. 2 doubles,
Connors 7-8 at No. 3 doubles.

If things go as hoped and
planned, Collins feels the Bluejays
can contend in the Big South East.

Section 1A, according to Collins,
is always tough.

"We hope our strength is in the
singles lineup, as we graduated
four out of our six doubles players
from last season," said Collins.
"We have a few spots to firm up on
doubles and hopefully strengthen
our singles."

The key to success for the
Bluejays is, according to Collins,
battling under all conditions.

"The guys are going to have to
battle each and every match," said
the coach.The Bluejays started the
season on a positive note, winning
the St. Peter Doubles Tournament
with a 4-1 victory over St. Peter
and a 3-2 win over St. James.

Jellum and Huttemier were at
No. 1 doubles. Also teaming were
Grunzke and Rohwer, Schoenrock

and Hanson,
Faroaq and Allen
Kopetzki, and
Bhatti and
Keenan Collins.
The Bluejays'
home opener
against Faribault
was postponed
by weather.
Collins is
assisted by Trish Mercier.

Collins

Waseca High School 2024 Boys' Tennis
March 30 at Gustavus-Adolphus
April 2 vs. Faribault, 4:30
April 11 at St. James, 4:30
April 12 vs. Blue Earth Area, 4:30
April 16 at Redwood Valley, 4:30
April 18 at Fairmont, 4:30
April 22 vs. New Prague, 4:30
April 23 at Rochester Lourdes, 4:30
April 25 vs. Schaeffer Academy, 4:30
April 30 at New Ulm, 4:30
May 2 vs. Worthington, 4:30
May 4 at Stewarville, 9 a.m.

May 7 vs. St. Peter, 4:30

May 9 at Lake City, 4:30

May 16 Section at high seed

May 21 Section at Rochester, 8 a.m.
May 23 Section at Rochester, 8 a.m.
May 28 Section at Rochester, 8 a.m.

Hammond steps in for golfers

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

According to Ted Hammond,
there's a very good reason he's the
new head golf coach at Waseca
High School.

"I took the head job because they
couldn't find one," said Hammond,
who's had a long and distinguished
career coaching Waseca and JWP
sports.

In all, Hammond has been a head
coach for 13 seasons.

His overall record?

"Not important," said Hammond.

More importantly, he's coached
10 golfers who have reached the
state tournament.

Hammond takes over a WHS

The captains are Vagts, Miller
and Cariveau.

Also vying for varsity positions
are freshmen Gavin Anderson,
Alex Breck, Lucas Danner, Brody
Dufault, Gavin Hinton, Braiden
Nlson, Isaac Pfeiffer, Karter
Selvik, Owen Weiseler, Izaac
Kehkler and Owen Wilder.

"Cody Vagts and Hunter
Anderson will be counted on for
low scoring," said Hammond. "Our
key to success would be 'pack scor-
ing,' which means we have to score
in the mid 40s. We would like to
finish in the top half of the confer-
ence and get two individuals to
state."

The WHS girls' team is not as

established but still has high hopes.

advancing to the second round of
section by one stroke.

"We are hoping to go to state this
year," said Hammond.

Also returning are juniors Lexi
Kanewischer and her cousin Mia
Kanewischer, sophomore Madison
Rasche and ninth-graders Alli
Hoban, Abigail Lapids, McKenna
Mortenson, Josie Ross and
Amilyha Lynch.

"We are quite young and look to
improve as the season progresses,"
said Hammond. "We would like to
finish in the middle of the confer-
ence and have each girl break 50
during the season. The key to suc-
cess will be the improvement of the
younger girls."

Hammond is assisted by second-

GOLF GIRLS — Members of the 2024
Waseca High School girls’ golf team include,
front from left: McKenna Mortensen, Elli Hoban
and Josie Ross. Back: Amilya Lynch, Madison
Rasche and Abby Lapides.
April 15 vs. Owatonna, 4:30
April 22 at Minnlowa Golf Course, 4 p.m.

April 23 vs. United South Central, 4:30
April 29 Waseca Invitational, 4 p.m.

New Prague, 9 a.m.

June 4 Section finals at

April 30 at Shoreland CC, 2 p.m.

Waseca High School 2024 Girls' Golf

High School boys’ golf team include, from left:
Izaac Kehler,
Anderson.

Preston Miller and Reed

Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens

April 23 vs. United South Central, 4:30
April 29 at Fairmont, 4 p.m.

May 6 at New Ulm CC, 2 p.m.

May 13 Big So. at Dacotah Ridge, 1:30
May 14 at Tri-City United Inv., 2 p.m.

boys' squad with several returnees,
including seniors Charlie Cariveau,
Preston Miller and Cody Vagts, and
juniors Hunter Anderson and Reed
Anderson.

April 9 vs. NRHEG, 4 p.m.

April 11 vs. Faribault, 4 p.m.

April 16 Inv. at Shoreland, CC, 2 p.m.
April 18 at Mankato East, 4 p.m.
April 19 at Mankato North Links, 2:30
April 22 at Shoreland CC, 4 p.m.

May 6 at Jackson CC, 2 p.m.

May 13 Big So. at Dakotah R.e GC, 9 am.
May 14 at Tri-City United Inv., 2 p.m.
May 16 at NRHEG, 4:30

May 21 at LeSueur-Henderson, 1 p.m.
May 28 Section at New Prague, 9 a.m.

May 16 at NRHEG, 4:30

May 21 at LeSueur-Henderson, 4 p.m.

May 29 Section at New Prague, 1 p.m.
June 4 Section finals at New Prague, 1 p.m.

"We only have nine out and are
real young," said Hammond.

The lone senior is captain Emma
Keith, who last year missed

year coach Maren Peterson.

Waseca High School 2024 Boys' Golf
April 9 vs. NRHEG, 4 p.m.
April 12 vs. Faribault, 4 p.m.
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TRACK BOYS — The 2024 JWP High School boys’ track and field team. Front from left: coach
Tim Johnson, Isaac Gahlon, Luke Cahill, Alex James, Ryan Krobach, Dylan McWaters, Memphis
James, Kaden Baker and coach Liz Kvebak. Row two: coach John Kaplan, Ethan Born, Dylan
Gustafson, Carter Hoehn, Gavin Marinenko, Isaiah Berndt, Eric Daschner, Shane Witts and coach
Emily Olson. Row three: coach Sam Schruin, Charles Adams, Carson Schultz, Tyler Johnson,
Noah Brock-Oxner, Daulton Bauer, Elo Flo Sola, Alexander Kleve, coach Alison Olson and coach
Kenzie Miller. Row four: Evan Mulcahey, Karson Middlestaedt, Jacoby Harris, Jason Wheelock,
Gavin Bauer, Tyson Krohbach, Samuel Hoehn, Brennan Welvaert and coach Andrea Kronbach.
Back: coach Ashlynn Wendt, Syler Kelley, Gavinn Kaiser, Preston Johnson, Christian Reyes,

Sam Schruin, Brielle Bure, Onikia Herme, Kwynn Krause, Aubrey Adams, Sarah Bulman, Lauren
White, Caitlin Kleve and coach Liz Kvebak. Row two: coach John Kaplan, Paige Walz, Katie
Olson, Neveah Weimert, Autumn Thissen, Camilia Mantorsi, Ariana Aguilar and coach Emily
Olson. Row three: coach Tim Johnson, Madeline Hoehn, Claire Walz, Lilly Strauss, Madyn
Holland, Presley James, Ava Appel, Alison Olson and Kenzie Miller. Row four: Ashlynn Wendt,
Makaela Westphal, Clare Groh, Kayleigh Donner, Anne Adams, Ava Krause, MaKenzie Westphal,
coach Andrea Kronbach and coach Katie Cahill. Back: Ashlyn Wolff, Madilyn Gustafson and

Leighlan Harris, Jacob Passow and coach Katie Cahill.

Photos courtesy of Janesville Journal

Kiaya Hoehn.

Highly anticipated season arrives for JWP track and field

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

Head coach Sam Schruin and his
Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton
track and field athletes have looked
forward to this season for, oh,
almost a year or so.

The Bulldogs had a break-
through season in Schruin's first
year as head coach, with the girls
winning the conference and sub-
section meets and the boys also
claiming the sub-section crown.

Girls returning from last season
are MaKenzie Westphal, Kwynn
Krause, Katelyn Olson, Nevaeh
Weimert, Ariana Aguilar, Ava
Appel, Brielle Bure, Onikia
Herme, Madline Hoehn, Madyn

Holland, Presley James, Lilly
Strauss, Claire Walz, Paige Walz,
Aubrey Weedman, Caitlin Kleve
and Lauren White.

Back for the boys are Tyson
Johnson, Gavin Weedman, Chuck
Adams, Daulton Bauer, Noah
Brock-Oxner, Isaiah Berndt, Luke
Cahill, Eric Daschner, Isaac
Gahlon, Derek Gustafson,
Alexander Kleve, Shane Witts,
Kaden Baker, Alex James, Ryan
Kronbach, Dylan Mcwaters,
Preston Johnson, Syler Kelley,
Karson  Mittelstaedt, Teagan
Mulder, Jacob Passow, Christian
Reyes, Leighlan Harris and Jacoby
Harris.

State entrants last year included

Kronbach, Strauss, Katelyn Olson
and Weimert.

Several athletes were named all-
conference or honorable mention
and many individuals received aca-
demic all-conference honors.

The biggest losses among last
year's seniors, according to
Schruin, are state entrants Ashlin
Keyes and Ragel Fischer, Madison
Kunst, and Michael Ravenhorst,
Zach Groll, Jack Cahill and Nick
Johnson.

Schruin said he hopes to develop
champions and graduate leaders.

"A strength for our team is our
culture, as cliche as it may sound,"
said Schruin. "It’s more like a fam-
ily where everyone feels welcome

and is pushed to become their best
self. Another strength would be
strong leadership from our upper
class. They do a great job of teach-
ing and mentoring our younger ath-
letes and make the program very
inclusive. Everyone is

very driven and has a strong
work ethic, willing to be coached
and bring a positive attitude every
day. I would say a team strength
would be the coaching staff as well.
We have a very knowledgeable
group of individuals who are com-
mitted to the social, emotional, and
physical growth of the athletes."

Schruin has a large coaching
staff that includes assistants John
Kaplan, Liz Gerry Kvebak, Scott

Thompson, Andrea Kronbach and
Emily Olsen. Volunteer assists are
Tim Johnson, Mike Cahill, Katie
Cahill and Kenzie Miller. Ella
Stenger, Ashlynn Wendt and Ali
Olson are the managers.

The key to success?

"Get better every day," said
Schruin.

The coach shared a couple
quotes that are said almost every
day in practice and have become
the team's mottos: "“It’s a beautiful
day to be a track athlete,” and
"Whether you think you can, or
can’t, you're right,” attributed to
Henry Ford.

"I'm really proud of everyone
and all the hard work they put in,"

said Schruin. "I'm really thankful
for the support from the communi-
ty, administration, school staff,
coaches, etc! Everyone is a part of
this program and is a part of the
success of the team."

2024 JWP Track and Field
April 4 Indoors at Minn.-Mankato, 5:30
April 9 at Kenyon-Wanamingo, 4:30
April 11 at Tri-City United, 4:15
April 16 at Maple River, 4:30
April 22 at Blooming Prairie, 4:30
April 27 at Lakeville North, 9 a.m.
April 30 JWP Invitational, 4:30
May 2 at Medford, 4:30
May 7 True Team at USC, 2 p.m.
May 11 Conference at Maple River, 10 a.m.
May 14 Jr. High Conf. at JWP, 4:30
May 16 at Waseca, 4:30
May 23 Sub-section at Norwood-YA, TBD
June 1 Section at Mankato West, TBD

Burke takes over as coach of
successful JWP golf program

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

There's a new head coach in
place, but the expectations remain
the same for the Jansville-Waldorf-
Pemberton High School golf
teams.

Again, the Bulldogs are looking
for success.

Head coach Tim Burke takes
over a boys' team that won confer-
ence and section titles last spring.
The girls' team last won a section
crown in 2021.

The boys will be led by Logan
Thell, who finished among the top
20 in the state tournmament the last
two years. He's joined by returnees
Steven Dimmel, Ryan Kronbach,
Carter Miller, Jeffrey Simonson
and Alex James.

Leading the girls' squad will be

"The godadl is to improve on last year’s

success.”

— Coach Tim Burke

Hope Dimmel, a state tournament
participant last year and a member
of the Bulldogs' last section cham-
pionship team.

"The goal is to improve on last
year's success, both from an indi-
vidual and team standpoint," said
Burke. "Not that I've had much
time when them at this point, but
you can feel they have some unfin-
ished business."

Burke said camaraderie and
experience are among the strengths
for both the boys and girls.

"The majority of the group has
been together for a while now and
has a lot of the same goals," said

Burke.

The Bulldogs' key to success,
according to Burke, is to play their
game and not letting the outside
noise bother them.

And Burke looks for improve-
ment despite the fact the Bulldogs
start the season as the boys'
favorites in the  Gopher
Conference. He does hope to
improve overall numbers in the
program.

"We are always looking to
improve our team numbers," said
Burke. "Five of the boys are
seniors, and we only have two girls
out this year, so it will be critical to

GOLFERS — The 2024 JWP High School golf teams include, front from left: Abby Balzotti,
Steven Dimmel, Dylan Hood, John Bublitz and Evan Mulcahey. Back: Hope Dimmel, Logan Thell,
Carter Miller, Ryan Krobach, Jeffrey Simonson, Alex James and coach Tim Burke.

get new recruits in here to have a
solid program."

Burke's assistant coach is Mike
Gardner.

2024 JWP Golf
April 13 at Oaks Golf Club, 9 a.m.
April 16 at Kenyon CC, 4:30
April 20 at Blooming Prairie, 10 a.m.
April 25 at Riverside GC, 4:30
April 26 JWP Triangular, 1:30

T: 507.835.7080
C: 507.521.1360
F: 507.835.7082
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Baseball
Bulldogs
return lots
of lettermen

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

Fifth-year Janesville-Waldorf-
Pemberton baseball coach Cory
Jewison should have no problem
filling out the lineup card this
spring.

The Bulldogs are loaded with
ballplayers, with no less than 12
returning lettermen.

"This group has lots of leader-
ship and starters returning," said
Jewison. "Five of the players will
have a minimum of two or more
years with varsity experience. I
think this will give us a great
opportunity to have a successful
season."

The returnees include seniors
Gavin Krause, Nolan Morsching,
Ty Melchior, Josh Bengtson, Cole
Blomstrom, Cole Gartner, Austin
Carda, Austin Quast and Drake
Hershberger, juniors Ethan Born
and Lucas Morsching, and sopho-
more Chase Gerdts.

Melchoir and Krause are three-
year letterwinners. Morshing,
Bengston and Blomstrom have
earned two varsity letters. Melchoir
was namd third team all-confer-
ence and Gerdts received honor-
able mention.

The most important players to
replace from last season, according
to Jewison, are Ian Barnes, Kelton
Erler and Ryan Hanson.

"lan was one of our starting
pitchers and our second basemen,"
said Jewison. "He gave us great
leadership and was a solid contact
hitter. Kelton will be a very big
loss. He was our starting catcher
for three years. We will miss his
leadership on the field with defense
and his offense. He was a huge
contributor and he led our team in

.t....ulf r

BASEBALL — The 2024 JWP ngh School baseball team. Front from left: manager Adarius
Radunz, Jaxon Miller, Chase Gerdts, Lucas Morsching, Carter Quast and manager Avery Fall.
Row two: coach Cory Jewison, Cole Blomstrom, Ethan Born, Peyton O’Brien, Max Davis and
assistant coach Tyler Fellows. Back: Austin Carda, Austin Quast, Cole Gartner, Gavin Krause, Tyl
Melchoir, Josh Benston and Nolan Morsching. Not pictured: Drake Herschberger.

Photo courtesy of Janesville Journal

batting average, hits, walks, and
stolen bases. He was also great
behind the plate on blocking and
calling the game. Ryan was our
closer and played the corners of the
field. Ryan was one of our power
hitters and led our

team in slugging percentage,
doubles, and triples. He was also
second in RBIs."

What does Jewison expect from
the 2024 Bulldogs?

"Our seniors lead by example,
and hopefully they continue being
great role models for the under-
classmen," said the coach. "We
have a core group of returning
starters in many positions, strong
leadership by our senior class, and
our offense should be pretty good.
Having 12 home games should
help as well."

The key to success?

"One very important key to our
success is how well the boys over-
come adversity," said Jewison.
"That has always been this particu-
lar group’s downfall. However, I
feel like they are going to over-

come that because of their leader-
ship and development. We need to
take one game at a time and worry
about every last pitch until the last
out of the game. Each pitch will be
very important."

Jewison sees the Gopher
Conference as tough but very
winnable.

"It’s always so unpredictable,"
he said. "I think all the teams have
a strong chance of competing for
the conference title."

Defending champion
Lyle/Austin Pacelli is the clear
favorite in Section 1A.

Included on the schedule are a
pair of Northern Minnesota teams,
International Falls and Cromwell-
Wright.

" am very excited to play
Cromwell-Wright and International
Falls," said Jewison. "I think it is
fun for the northern teams to come
down here and play to get more
experience for themselves. I know
both Cromwell-Wright and our-
selves enjoyed playing against
each other."

Jewison, who has a four-year
record of 22-31 at JWP, is assisted
by Tyler Fellows.

In summary, Jewison said, "I am
very excited about this season. This
group has been an integral part of
our baseball program since I start-
ed coaching at JWP. This is a spe-
cial group and they deserve so
much success and need to be
rewarded with their hard work the
past four years."

2024 JWP Baseball
April 1 at Mankato Loyola, 5:30
April 2 vs. St. Clair, 4:30
April 4 vs. Blooming Prairie, 4:30
April 5 at Madelia, 4:30
April 8 at Hayfield, 4:30
April 11 vs. WEM, 4:30
April 16 at Maple River, 4:30
April 18 vs. Kenyon-wanamingo, 4:30
April 19 vs. International Falls, 4:30
April 20 vs. Cromwell-Wright, 1:30
April 25 vs. Medford, 4:30
April 26 vs. Martin Luther, 4:30
April 27 at Heritage Christian, 11 a.m.
April 29 at NRHEG, 4:30
May 2 vs. Randolph, 4:30
May 3 vs. Alden-Conger/GE, 4:30
May 9 at Triton, 4:30
May 10 at Goodhue, 4 p.m.
May 13 vs. United South Central, 4:30
May 17 vs. New Ulm Cathedral, 5 p.m.

New coach leads
softball Panthers

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

A new head coach takes over for
the NRHEG softball team this
spring and, like her Panther counter-
part in baseball, she's no stranger to
the system.

NRHEG  graduate  Kayley
Camerer, who not long ago was hit-
ting home runs for the Panthers, is
now in charge of the program,
assisted by 18th-year coach Nate
Jensen and third-year coach Cloie
Arndt, another former Panther.

Last year's squad, the final season
for longtime NRHEG coach Wendy
Schultz, finished 9-8 overall and 6-6
for fifth in the Gopher Conference.
They lost their sub-section opener.

The Panthers graduated three
players off that squad in Sydney
Schultz, Bree Ihrke and Trinity
Smith-Vulcan.

Schultz, daughter of Wendy
Schultz, was all-conference, all-sec-
tion and honorable mention all-

Tesch Service Center
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o wheel alignments

e hrake services
e suspension repairs
o towing & more!
Call us today!

McDonald’s of Waseca

Good luck this spring to
all of the Wasca County

1600 N State St, Waseca, MN

state. She and IThrke were the cap-
tains.

Plenty of players return including
seniors Payton Bunn (OF), Faith
Nielsen (P/IF), Preslie Nielsen (IF),
Erin Peterson (utility), Tayler
Schmidt (IF) and Isabel Stadheim
(OF), juniors Aryana Howe (U) and
Aspyn Stenzel (IF), sophomores
Kyera Eustice (OF), Adalyn
Stadheim (C/IF), Chloe Stork (U),
Tatum Thibodeau (U), Sam Possin
(U) and Claire Robran (OF), and
freshmen infielders Olivia Berg,
Izley Boerner and Faith Phillips.

Coach Camerer expects a big sea-
son from the Panthers' sister
tandems, Faith and Preslie Nielsen
and Izzy and Addy Stadheim.
Peterson or Berg could also have a
breakthrough season.

"We hope to keep improving and
getting better throughout the entire
season, and be playing our best soft-
ball around playoff time," said
Camerer. "Our team strengths

student athletes
competing!!

(507) 835-7167
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RETURNEES — Returning letterwinners for the NRHEG High
School softball team are, from left, Aryanna Howe, Faith
Nielsen, Isabel Stadheim, Adalyn Stadheim and Preslie Nielsen.

include being hard workers with a
great team chemistry, great atti-
tudes, and our speed. One thing we
need to work on is getting experi-
ence and growing confidence levels
for players who are stepping into
starting varsity spots."

Returning state entrants Randolph
and Bethlehem Academy are the
preseason favorites in the Gopher
Conference.

The top teams in Section 2A,
according to Camerer, are New
Ulm, Belle Plaine and returning
state entrant LeSueur-Henderson.

Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

NRHEG 2024 Softball Schedule
April 2 at Blue Earth Area, 5 p.m.
April 4 at Randolph, 4:30
April 5 at Austin Packer Dome, 7 p.m.
April 8 vs. Southland, 4:30
April 11 at United South Central, 4:30
April 12 vs. Blooming Prairie, 4:30
April 15 at Granada-H-EC/ML, 4:30
April 18 vs. Bethlehem Academy, 4:30
April 19 vs. Waseca, 4:30
April 22 at Blooming Prairie, 4:30
April 25 vs. Hayfield, 4:30
April 26 at Caswell Park, TBD
April 27 at Caswell Park, TBD
April 29 at JWP, 4:30
May 2 vs. Kenyon-Wanamingo, 4:30
May 7 vs. United South Central, 4:30
May 9 at Maple River, 4:30
May 10 vs. Tri-City United, 4:30
May 13 vs. Medford, 4:30
May 16 vs. WEM, 4:30

Front from left:

coach Addison Miller.

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

JWP High School girls' sports
teams have made some great
progress in recent years. Nikki
Malecha hopes to do it with the
softball team.

Malecha is in her first year at
JWP and first season as head
coach of the softball team, which
finished 7-10 overall and 3-8 in
the conference last spring.

"I have high expectations that
the girls are going to hold them-
selves to high standards and com-
pete within the conference and
the section," said Malecha. "We
have a lot of great talent on this
team and as long as we connect
both offensively and defensively
we will be able to compete
against any team."

Returning varsity players
include senior Lexie Dahlberg,
juniors Brielle Dessner, Ellah
Oliver, Autumn Thissen and
Addison Miller, and sophomores
Lily Quast, Brielle James,
Victoria Blomstrom, Lilly Ewert
and Kayle Langford. Dessner was
named to the all-conference team
last year while Dahlberg earned
honorable mention.

The Bulldogs are looking to
replace graduates Isabelle Rider,
Vanessa Terbeest and Jessa
Westphal. Rider was the starting
catcher the last two seasons and
Terbest was the starting pitcher
last spring, winning the Gopher
Conference Sportsmanship
Award.

New to the team this year are
freshmen Hudson Miller and
Raylen Blasing, eighth-grader
Ryleigh Donner and junior
Sophia Coulsey.

Among the Bulldogs' strengths,
according to Malecha, is the fact

SOFTBALL — The 2024 JWP High School softball team.

Hudson Miller, Raylin Blasing, Victoria
Blomstrom, Ellah Oliver, Lily Quast and manager Lydia Sack.
Row two: coach Nicci Malecha, Rykleigh Donner, Lilly Ewert,
Kayle Langford, assistant coach Jace Emory and assistant
Photo courtesy of Janesville Journal

New JWP softball
coach seeks success

many players are back and have
prepared during the offseason.

"We are returning many play-
ers that have put in the time dur-
ing the offseason to work on their
mechanics," said Malecha.
"Defensively, we will be strong.
The players have a great bond
with each other and I look for-
ward to seeing their skills come
out during the game."

The coach's biggest concern is
pitching and figuring out who
will start at catcher and second
base.

"We have a young pitching
crew," said Malecha. "However,
they have worked hard during the
offseason and over the last couple
weeks to be ready to go."

The key to success?

"To have fun and compete,"
said Malecha. "We can't dwell on
the little things as I want the girls
to focus on one pitch, one out and
one inning at a time. This is a
group of girls that want consis-
tendy and be able to advance their
mechanics."

Malecha is assisted by Jeff
Simonson on junior varsity and
Jace Emory with the junior high.

2024 JWP Softball
April 2 at St. Clair, 4:30
April 4 at Blooming Prairie, 4:30
April 6 JWP Triangular, noon/4 p.m.
April 8 vs. Hayfield, 4:30
April 11 at WEM, 4:30
April 16 vs. Maple River, 4:30
April 18 at Kenyon-wanamingo, 4:30
April 19 vs. Cleveland, 4:30
April 23 vs. Blue Earth Area, 4:30
April 25 at Medford, 4:30
April 26 at Nicollet, 4:30
April 29 vs. NRHEG, 4:30
April 30 vs. Granada-Huntley-EC, 4:30
May 2 at Randolph, 4:30
May 9 vs. Triton, 4:30
May 10 at New Ulm Cathedral, 5 p.m.
May 13 at United South Central, 4:30
May 16 vs. Bethlehem Academy, 4:30
May 17 at Glenville-Emmons, 4:30
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Ferber back for 34th
year as head coach

working  kids
that love to be
out there com-
peting and try-
ing to get bet-

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor
During the last three-plus
decades, a lot of coaches have
came and gone for New Richland-

Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva athlet- ter,” summa-
ic teams. Except for one sport: rized  Ferber.
track and field. "Our  upper-
Duey Ferber enters his 34th sea- classmen do a
son at the helm of the program. He good job of Ferber

showing  the
younger athletes
how to work hard to succeed."

Expected to lead the NRHEG
girls is another hurdler, Evelyn
Nydegger, who finishd 13th at
state in both the 100 highs and 300
intermediates. Her teamates voted
her Most Valuable last spring.
She's a captain this year.

Another returning state per-
fomer is Quinn VanMaldeghem,
who had the 15th-best 800 time in
the state meet. She was NRHEG's
Most Valuable in track events.

The Panthers also return Gabby
Schlaak, Anika Ladlie, Chloe
Riewer, Malonna Wilson, Paige
Johnson, Keira Lenort, Sierra
Misgen, Clara Buendorf and Holly
Bartness. Schlaak was the squad's
Most Improved athlete last year.

Key graduates last year were
hurdler Olivia Kofstad and all-
around performer Josie Strom.

The Panthers have finished sec-
ond in the Gopher Conference
meet the past two seasons, edged
by two points last year. Ferber isn't
ruling out a championship season
for the NRHEG girls.

"I think the Gopher Conference
is wide open this year," said
Ferber, who expects JWP and
Maple River to field solid squads.

Ferber figures the Panthers will
be strong in the hurdles, jumps and
middle distance events.

His biggest concern is numbers.

"We need to have more than one
person score in each event," he
said.

The key to success?

remains as optimistic as ever, and
he has some good reasons for that
optimism with state entrants
returning for both the boys and
girls.

The boys' team will be led by
Will Tuttle, who reached state in
the 110-meter high hurdles and
300 intermediate hurdles, placing
seventh in the highs. The Panthers'
Most Valuable award winner for
track and field last spring, Tuttle is
one of three captains.

The other captains are Levin
Kitzer, voted Most Valuable in
track events last year, and Parker
Bunn.

Also returning for the boys are
Harbor Cromwell, Charlie Fuller,
Devon Nelton, Wyatt Tuttle and
Brendan Schmidt.

Key athletes graduating off last
year's squad include Aidan Deyle,
Lucas Hanna, Makota Misgen,
Conner Nelson and Sawyer
Prigge. Hanna finished seventh in
discus at the state meet. Deyle was
fourth in the 110 high hurdles at
section.

According to Coach Ferber, the
Panthers should have solid per-
formers in most every event.

"We have some good athletes in
most areas," said Ferber. "We
should be strong in our hurdle
events and sprint relays. Our long
distance has some good younger
athletes as well as some upper-
classmen. Our jumps have some
new athletes to hopefully score
some points. We have most of our
bases covered."

On the other side of the coin,
Ferber said, "We need more events "Hard work and grit," said
where we can score multiple peo- Ferber, who likes what he's seen
ple." from the Panthers' newcomers.

Avoiding injury is crucial for "We have some new athletes
the Panthers. that are looking good on our

"We need to keep everyone team,"he said. "This group of sev-
healthy and able to compete in all ~enth-graders is going to be good
the meets," said Ferber. "We need for years to come."
to work hard and get some of our Ferber is assisted by Larry
new members some experience in  Nydegger, Bailie Thom, Kim
their events." Johnson and Brian Belcourt.

Ferber, who guided the Panthers
to Gopher Conference champi-
onships in 2018 and 2019, said
Maple River returns some very
good athletes and are the presea-
son conference favorites. He
expects Belle Plaine and Jordan to
have solid squads in Section 2A.

"We have a lot of good hard

NRHEG 2024 Track and Field
April 2 Boys at Hayfield, 4:30
April 9 at United South Central, 4 p.m.
April 16 at Maple River, 4:30
April 22 at Blooming Prairie, 4:30
April 30 at JWP, 4:30
May 2 NRHEG Invitational, 4:30
May 11 Conf, at Maple River, 10 a.m.
May 13 at Waseca, 4:30

Familiar face leads
baseball Panthers

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

A new head coach is in place for
the NRHEG High School baseball
team in 2024, but he's no stranger to
the Panthers.

Shawn Larson, longtime assistant
baseball coach and the varsity
wrestling coach, will lead NRHEG
on the diamond last spring.

While the Panthers have no
seniors on their roster, a number of
key players are back from last
spring's team that finished 10-2 for
second in the Gopher Conference
and 11-5 overall.

Larson looks for good things from
juniors Alden Dobberstein
(P/SS/2B), Carter Martens (P/3B)
and Jace Ihrke (P/C), and sopho-
more Jared Lee (P/1B/OF).

The other juniors are Aaden
Hanna (P/OF), Mayson Patten (3B),
Aidan Schlaak (P/IF), Seth Staloch
(SS/2B) and Brock Ziemke (1B).

Varsity sophomores includ Isaac
Bauleke (OF), Jordan Brouwers
(OF/3B, Wyatt Larson (P/C/3B),
Deven Parpart (P/IF/OF) and Owen
Wayne (P/2B/SS).

"It is unkown at this time if we
will be using any freshmen," said
Coach Larson. "Alden Dobberstein,
Carter Martens, Jace Ihrke and Jared
Lee are all varsity returning players

who we expect to stand out on our
team this season."

As for new player impact, Larson
looks forward to contributions from
everyone.

"We have a cast of players that are
capable of good things," said
Larson. "Look for players like
Aidan Schlaak, Wyatt Larson, Owen
Wayne, Jordan Brouwers, and
Deven Parpart to have good seasons
and really help out the Panthers in
the 2024 season."

Larson looks for wide-open races
for both the Gopher Conference and
section championships, and he
believes the Panthers can contend.

"We have potential to be compet-
ing for both the section and confer-
ence title," said Larson. "Our sec-
tion has several teams that will be
contenders for the title. If I had to
pick a favorite, I would have to pick
Belle Plaine to be the top contender
for the section. Our conference is
extremely talented this season.
United South Central, Maple River,
Hayfield, Randolph, and Kenyon-
Wanamingo are all teams that can
win. Based of of last season, I would
say that USC is probably the presea-
son favorite."

Larson, who replaces Mark Lee as
head coach, will be assisted by first-
year coach Marcus Fischer and for-

LEADERS — Captains for the 2024 NRHEG High School base-
ball team are, from left, Jared Lee, Alden Dobberstein and Jace

lhrke.

mer NRHEG head coach Jeff Reese.

So who’s going to pitch for the
2024 Panthers?

“Jared and Alden will probably be
our ringers,” said Coach Larson.
“Right now I’'m looking to not have
an ace, but have a crew of people
who can pitch. We don’t have a lot
of arms, but we have arms.”

Larson, who recently completed
his 20th year with the wrestling
team, has been with the baseball
program since 2007.

Larson is excited to take over as
head baseball coach.

“I’m happy to be in this position,”
he said. “I think what steered me in
this direction is that my son was still
playing and there were enough kids
on the team that I had coached
before that I didn’t want to let down.
I wanted to have my name in the
ring.”

Pioneer photo by Eli Lutgens

And Larson looks forward to the
season.

“I'love NRHEG baseball,” he
said. “I want to see what it can do.”

In conclusion, Larson said like to
have as many people as possible
attending home games at Jeff and
Carol Reese Field.

NRHEG 2024 Baseball Schedule
April 4 vs. Randolph, 4:30
April 8 at Triton, 4:30
April 9 at Blue Earth Area, 5 p.m.
April 11 vs. United South Central, 4:30
April 12 at Granada-Huntley-EC/ML, 5 p.m.
April 18 at Waseca, 5 p.m.
April 22 vs. Blooming Prairie, 4:30
April 25 at Hayfield, 4:30
April 26 vs. Pine Island, 7 p.m.
April 29 vs. JWP, 4:30
May 2 at Kenyon-Wanamingo, 4:30
May 6 vs. Madelia-Truman, 4:30
May 7 vs. Tri-City United, 5 p.m.
May 9 vs. Maple River, 4:30
May 10 at LCWM, 5 p.m.
May 13 at Medford, 4:30
May 16 at WEM, 4:30

DENNIS STEFFEL OMTVEDT
FUNERAL anD CREMATION SERVICE
109 3RD STREET NE, WASECA, MN 56093
WASECA ¢ JANESVILLE e WATERVILLE
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NRHEG golf squads ready to tee it up

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

Not only is everybody back for
the NRHEG High School boys' golf
team, the Panthers have picked up a
player.

Senior Daxter Lee, who's played
baseball in the past but can't this
spring because of an injury, is out
for golf. His impact is yet to be seen,
but his presence gives the Panthers
one more varsity hopeful.

Carter Schlaak, Shane Hansen
and Tyler Kress lettered last year.

The rest of the roster includes
Jackson Chrz, Jaylin Raab and
Hudson Chrz.

The NRHEG boys finished 5-13
last season, taking sixth in the
Gopher Conference and 12th in the
sub-section tournament under coach
Brad Root, who's in his 35th year at
New Richland and 14th season as
head golf coach.

£

INSURANCE

TIMOTHY LOONAN
Agency Owner
TIMOTHY LOONAN AGENCY

FARMERS

"We had a good season last year
and the boys got some good experi-
ence, so we are pretty well set on
five varsity spots," said Root. "We
will again have small numbers on
the boys side, so someone may
emerge as a surprise to help us. We
did not have many JV meets last
year, so the non-varsity players did-
n’t get much meet experience last
year. The varsity boys have pretty
good golf skills, but need to work on
the mental side of the game, consis-
tency, and course mangement."

The Gopher Conference favorite,
according to Root, is Hayfield. He
expects Waseca to lead the sub-sec-
tion.

Meela Budach is the lone returnee
for the NRHEG girls, who had a fine
season last year while finishing sec-
ond in the conference and fifth at
sub-section. The Panthers were 20-2
for the season, pushing Root's career

104 STATESTN
WASECA, MN 56093
Office: 507-835-5070

Fax: 507-835-5071
Cell/Text: 507-382-4528
tloonan@farmersagent.com

MN Producer LIC 17881
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MEE sEE. © AVERAGE SEED COMPANY!

TYLER HUBER
BECK'S HYBRID DEALER

31908 State Hwy 13, Waseca, MN

(307) 461-3736
corncountryseedco@gmail.com
beckshybrids.com

mark to 141-50
through 13 sea-
sons.

Root is assisted
for both boys and
girls by Kara
Wilkenson, Kim
Olson and Jordan
Kindred.

"Course
mangement is a
huge part of the
game as well as becoming strong
mentally," said Root. "We need to
move from being practice players to
tournament players, making sure
they are prepared for whatever
weather conditions exist, as well as
dealing with situations on the course
will be a priority. We would like to
advance our team to section and get
an all-conference selection or two.
We have small numbers. All will
play varsity. We want them to learn

Root

the game so they can enjoy it
throughout their life. As always, we
want our student-athletes to enjoy
the sport and have fun while at the
same time representing our school
well.”

Root said the NRHEG girls need
to be mentally tough and focused.

"We are counting on continued
improvement in all our girls," said
Root.

NRHEG 2024 Golf Schedule
April 4 at Riverview Golf Course, 4:30
April 9 at Waseca, 4 p.m.
April 18 at Riverview GC, 4:30
April 25 at Dodge Country Club, 4:30
April 26 at JWP Prairie Ridge GC, 1:30
May 2 at USC Oak View GC, 4:30
May 9 Mankato North Links, 10 a.m.
May 13 at Austin CC, 10 a.m.
May 16 vs. Waseca at Riverview, 4:30
May 20 at Waseca, 12 noon
May 23 Conf. at Waseca, 10 a.m.

102 South Main St
Waldorf, MN 56091

W MINNWEST
A BANK'

Commercial, agricultural and personal banking

PH: (507) 2392166
FX: (507) 239-2249

LOBBY

Mon-Fri:
8:30 a.m. -
4:00p.m.
Saturday: Closed

WALDORF

zzzzzz

BYRON

122 State St. North, Waseca

LLAW OFFICE A

« General Practice « Probate
« Estate Planning « Real Estate

507-835-33565

WASECA Mon-Fri:
8:30 a.m. -
Commercial, agricultural and personal banking [ RIII¥)
200 2nd Street NE  PH: (507) 8354220 S“'”L‘fiyged
Waseca, MN 56093  FX: (507) 835-7751 FDIC =
Collaboration. Scale. Excellence.

GUARDIAN ENERGY

Janesville
507-234-5000

rause

eeds &
upplies

“We have it all!”

9352 SW 37th Ave * PO Box 86 * Hope, MN 56046

007-451-3043

Ali and Willy Malecha are excited to continue to
bring you the excellent service you have come
to expect at Dave’s Body Shop!

Serving Waseca and the surrounding
areas for more than 30 years!

715 S State St,
Waseca, MN

(607) 835-8615

Hours:




Pioneer

Friday, April 5,2024 13

Chomping into Hunger

® © Waseca Area
Neighborhood
s2rvice Center
e i y

TAKE A BITE
OUT OF
HUNGER

Through the “Take a bite out of Hunger” food drive, the
Waseca Arts Council brought in 651 Ibs of food for the the
Waseca Area Food Shelf.

Oodles of Noodles

"Oodles Of Noodles" was the theme at Hartley Elementary
for their March Food Drive to support the Waseca Food Shelf.
Last week 750 boxes of noodles which weighed in at 639
pounds were delivered to the Waseca Food Shelf to stock the
shelves.

‘It’s hard to see pain on the inside’

Jermiah Miller leads Waseca'’s ‘Ruck of Hope’

Annual walk held
on March 30

By RACHAEL JAEGER
Staff Writer

According to a report released by the United
State Department of Veterans Affairs in November
of 2022, an average of 121 veterans per day com-
mitted suicide in 2020. The number is 30 more a
day than in 2001, but about 7 fewer than in 2018.

This frightening circumstance is hardly talked
about in politics or anywhere else outside of a few
veterans’ circles. It is taking many lives, especially
among veterans aged 18-34.

In response, Veteran Jeremiah Miller, 46, who
has served military tours in Iraq, Afghanistan and
Kuwait, and who is now an owner of Waseca’s 4-
Season Apparel and More, helped start “Ruck of
Hope,” an event that brings attention to the issue
of veteran suicide to Waseca. A “ruck” is a walk
or march taken while carrying a weight, often a
rucksack to represent the emotional weight of vet-
erans who contemplate suicide. Usually, Miller
shared, veterans carry 48 pounds when it comes to
their actual ruck march while on tours or missions,
but he chooses not to be a stickler since he wants
everyone who wants to, to participate.

“We wanted to spread awareness about people
who served their country and later took their lives
because they thought they were alone,” Miller ex-
plained. “It is for the families left behind to let
them know we care and are here for them with
love and support.”

Miller said he makes a point of using the word-
ing “died by suicide” or “suicided” rather than
“committed suicide” because of the stigma at-
tached to it. Some people, for instance, might view
suicide as a cowardly act. Maurela, 25, Miller’s
daughter, also understands a different perspective
because of all the different people she’s talked to
over the years.

She explained the term “committed suicide”
bears some of the same negativity as “committed
a crime.” Maurela went on to say that suicide isn’t
a crime someone commits since they ended their
life on their own terms, which is why, she added,
it’s important how someone processes their under-
standing of suicide.

“I think it’s because people can’t see it,” Jaala,
41, Miller’s wife, observed. “But it doesn’t mean
itisn’t there.”

“Like you can see someone going through
cancer because they’re missing their hair,”
Maurela agreed, “but it’s hard to see the pain that’s
going on inside.”

Miller believes that the most important factor in
suicide is education and by that, he means “It’s
like with anything that is going on in society today,
especially with the world, the way it is — we want
to educate people and make them understand,”
Miller said. “Over time, we’ve gotten more data
and we understand more things and so if someone
tells me [suicide] is cowardly, I would ask them
why — you have to respect their opinion — I don’t
want to attack that person but I want to understand
why they think how they do.”

After listening, Miller added, he has discovered
the person he has been having the discussion with
often begins to think more deeply about alternate
perspectives.

“The term can be skewed,” Miller said, “so
that’s why we’ve taken it out of our speak.”

He noted that the views of various religions
often affect people’s thinking.

“What I would tell people is that I was raised to
believe God is the final judge. When I’m at the
Pearly Gates someday, I will answer to him,”
Miller said. “It’s not my job to judge.”

i f E O ,&t
e\ SV res
S .
I et
/iv

:‘_; o

Jeremiah Miller leads the Ruck of Hope group of 25 with his golden poodie, Hope.
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Below, community members show their support for veterans who have died by suicide.
Bottom right Maurela Miller holds a poster for the Suicide and Crisis hotline 988 during

the Ruck of Hope march on March 30.

Pioneer photos by Rachael Jaeger
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There have also been other misunderstandings
associated with Ruck of Hope.

In the past, Waseca residents have mistaken the
march as a protest, especially in 2016 when Don-
ald Trump was selected as the Republican candi-
date for president. Residents saw the marchers and
misunderstood their motive. But Miller made it
clear that’s not what he was protesting and also
clarified that Ruck of Hope is not affiliated with
any political group; it’s solely for veterans.

“’We’re not protesting Trump — we’re protesting
suicide!”” Miller remembered saying.

Even on March 30, certain Waseca residents
didn’t understand what Ruck of Hope was all
about. Jaala observed Waseca residents waving at
them and sometimes stopping them to ask what
they were doing.

“We’ve had people come up to us and say we
haven’t been able to speak about this,” Miller said,
commenting that it amazes him how many family
members of veterans have opened up to him and
his family. Those family members have traveled
from as far away as Anoka and Medford to partici-
pate in the Ruck of Hope march, but the Miller
family also participates in rucks in the metro area
that they know about. Others outside of Waseca
who participate in the Ruck of Hope march, know
about it because of the network the Miller family
built in their local community and wider range of
veteran communities which include the Mankato,
Rochester, and metro areas.

“When you start talking to more vets and hang-
ing around the veteran community, you start un-
derstanding that this is a big deal,” Miller said.

Miller has gotten many of his ideas for Ruck of
Hope from the organization “Operation: 23 to 0”
and collaborates with them for the event. The Min-
nesota branch of the organization is based out of
Stillwater; its mission is to curb the rates of mili-
tary suicide and provide resources and networks
of support.

Along with bearing a US flag and flags of their

e  — B
various organizations, members of the ruck are en-
couraged to wear a chain of pictures with them on
the journey. The photos are of the local veterans
and military members who have died by suicide
during the past few years. In the last few years,
Miller mentioned that others have donated money.

“What we do with that is we have a nonprofit
called Free Flags for Vets and that nonprofit has
three pillars,” he said, explaining the first “pillar”
is to give American flags to current and prior mil-
itary service members; the second is to promote
suicide awareness for military service members.
The third pillar is to recognize high school seniors
who have joined the military or graduating chil-
dren of military members by providing them with
special cords signifying the appropriate military
branch to be worn during the graduation cere-
mony.

Throughout the walk, the service members and
their families shared stories and exchanged contact
information to potentially organize more events
and create networks of resources for their fellow
veterans.

Either way, the message will live on. As the ruck
of 25 marched through Waseca, their signs still
showed their message to struggling veterans: “The
world is a better place with you in it.”

“It is for those who have attempted or thought
of suicide,” Miller said. “We want them to know
there is hope out there and that we will help them
through difficult times.”

Ensuring MN

veterans can get the care they’ve earned

810 N. State St.
Waseca,MN 56093

(507) 835-3790

wasecafloral.com
rickmorris982@gmail.com

Family owned and
operated since 1972

Store Hours
8 AM-6 PM
9 AM-5 PM
Closed

& Residential
Snow Removal

e SINCE 1942 »
Great Home Cooking ¢ Catering
Full Breakfast Menu ¢ Daily Lunch Specials
104 State Street, Waseca MN ¢ 835-1259

BATTENFELD
LAWN CARE

Lawn Maintenance Zach Battenfeld
507-521-0226

zachbattenfeld@gmail.com

By Senator Amy Klobuchar
Opinion

Whether they served in the jungles
of Vietnam, the mountains of Af-
ghanistan, or the sands of Iraq, when
our veterans signed up to serve our
country, there wasn’t a waiting line.
When they return home from duty
and need a job, education, housing,
or health care, there should never be
a waiting line in the United States of
America.

That’s why for years 1 worked
alongside Minnesota veterans and
families to ensure that veterans ex-
posed to toxic substances, including
burn pits in the Middle East and
Agent Orange in Vietnam, could get

the high-quality, affordable health
care they need through the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. For too
long, our vets had to jump through
bureaucratic hoops to prove the ob-
vious — that their conditions, be
they high blood pressure from Agent
Orange or cancer from exposure to
burn pits, were related to their serv-
ice — and in some cases, they still
found they weren’t eligible to receive
care through the VA. That changed
when Congress came together to
pass the PACT Act.

In March, the VA announced that
it is now able to provide health care
for all vets who were exposed to
toxins or served in the Vietnam War

PILLOW CLERNING

Sat, April 13th
8amtolpm

t Sacred Heart
Parish Center

(use East door)

Funds used in support of
Sacred Heart School & Students,
Bethlehem Inn of Waseca,
Pregnancy Options in Faribault,
Habitat for Humanity
& other local charities

Cleaned - Deodorized - Sanitized « Fluffed

Feather, Crushed Foam, &
Microfiber pillows are cleaned,
deodorized, sanitized, & new
ticking (cover) put on

Custom Made New Feather &
Down pillows available for sale!

Sponsored by
Catholic Daughters of the Americas
Court Sacred Heart #1424

or any combat zone after 9/11. That
means millions of vets can apply for
VA health care up to eight years ear-
lier than expected. This is a game-
changer for the 118,000 Minnesota
vets who the VA estimates benefit
from the PACT Act. In our state
alone, more than 8,000 vets have al-
ready applied for care.

I think of the Starks family, who I
had the privilege of meeting in
March. Jerald Starks served our
country in the Army for 16 years, and
his dedication to service didn’t end
when he got home — he went on to
work in law enforcement and for the
Postal Service. He tragically passed
away from leukemia related to burn
pit exposure, but during his cancer
battle, the PACT Act ensured he and
his family could afford care.

In the wake of the VA’s announce-
ment, I am focused on ensuring all
Minnesota veterans can get the

health care they need. If you or a
loved one served and may have been
exposed to burn pits or toxins of any
kind, I encourage you to enroll in
health care through the PACT Act.
You no longer have to file a disability
claim to receive this care — if you
were exposed to toxins or served in
the Vietnam War or any combat zone
after 9/11, you are eligible to enroll
in VA health care today and will have
access for life. Visit VA.gov/PACT or
call 1-800-MY VA411 to learn more.
For assistance, you can also call my
office at 612-727-5220.

Just as our veterans made a prom-
ise to defend our nation, we make a
promise to be there for them when
they come home. By expanding ac-
cess to health care, we are letting our
veterans and service members know
that when the United States of Amer-
ica makes a promise, we keep it.

PROFESSIONAL LAWN CARE

FREE ESTIMATES « REASONABLE RATES

* Lawn Fertilizer (Phosphate Free!) ¢ Crabgrass, Dandelion, Weed & Insect ¢
* Tree Care: Emerald Ash Borer, Apple & Spruce Fungus, Japanese Beetles, etc ¢

10% OFF

ANY NEW CUSTOMER

LAWNPRO-

LAWN PROGRAM

50 Years of quality local service!
Call NOW for your free estimate

LAWN & TREE CARE VYV
www.lawnpromn.com

1-800-722-2268
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&, Rick’s Appliance
»

ricksappliancewaseca.com

aLUaL I Sales & Service
@ Speed Queen 507-461-9615

MAYTAG |mLtls
M-F....7:00 AM - 5:30 PM

A . Sat..... 7:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Whirlpool Sunday ......ccceee. Closed

405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN
Johnson
APARTMENTS
507-456-9514
Operating in
Waseca, Steele,
Freeborn

Counties
johnsonrents.com

SUMMIT
ON SECOND

APARTMENTS

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL
507-201-3474

We are accepting
applications for:
1 bedroom apartments

Income guidelines apply
Vouchers accepted

2 bedroom & 3 bedroom
Rent based on income

Professionally managed by:

% BRUTGER

EQUITIES, INC

Area Farmers!

We can help!

Waseca, Steele, and Freeborn County
Losing soybean yield to white mold?

Call Colin at

1-701-405-4053

eadsu

[, PLANT PROTECTANTS INC.

P

r HOLLAND
AUCTION

Celebration of Life

oo

Pearl Jamison passed
into the arms of her
Lord and Savior on Nov
27, 2023. A Celebration
of Life for Pearl Jami-
son, Mother of Carlene
(Larry) Kuglin, Ross
(Yin Mai) Jamison and
Doug Jamison will be
held on Thursday April
11th at Vibrant Life
Assembly of God, 702
3rd St S, Ellendale,
MN 56026.
Visitation will be at
10:00am and service
starts at 11:00am.
Lunch to follow.

Farmers Machinery Consignment
Live & Online Bidding

Saturday, APRIL 20,2024 - 9:30 A.M.
LOCATION: East of Beaver Lake, Ellendale MN
Taking consignments: Tractors - Combines < Haying
Equip. - Tillage Equip. * Planters « Wagons « Farm Pickups &
Trucks + Construction Equip. * All Types of Farm
Machinery « Recreational ltems Welcomed (No car or truck tires)
Call early to take full advantage of advertising.
Always a large auction, running
two auction rings all day.
Limited Rack Items Accepted!
Delivery of Consignments will be on
April 14, 15, 16, 17, 2024 from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
NO Consignments on April 18th and 19th!

To consign, call: Holland Auction at (507) 684-2955 or
Tracy Holland, 507-456-5128 (cell) or

e-mail hollandauction@frontiernet.net

Parent

Aware

Parent Aware offers free tools and resources to
help families find the quality child care
programs their children need to succeed
in school and life.

ParentAware.org | 888.291.9811

FOR SALE
Complete sow-
ing cabinent
with
machine
FREE
BOOKS and
more BOOKS!!
Call Les at
507-461-0065

CITY OF WASECA PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that the City of Waseca City Council will consider Ordinance No. 1115 at their
meeting to be held at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in the COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL,
located at 508 South State Street, Waseca, MN.

In order to comply with State and Federal requirements, Ordinance No. 1115 is a corrective ordinance
requesting the addition of statutory authorization language to Section § 154.034 of Chapter 154 of the

City of Waseca Zoning Code regarding floodplain management.

A complete copy of Ordinance No. 1115 is available in the office of the City Clerk, Waseca City Hall, 508
South State Street, Waseca, MN 56093.

Published in the Waseca County Pioneer on Friday, April 5, 2024.

WASECA COUNTY

WASECA'S ONLY LOCALLY OWNED

AND OPERATED NEWSPAPER!

........... INWASECACOUNTY  NEWS FOR LOCALS
sag ... INSTATE OF MINNESOTA BY LOCALS

YL — OUTSIDE STATE
CALL EMAIL, 111 WESTELM AVE, WASECA, MN

OR STOP IN (507) 837-6767

OUR OFFICE!  NEWS@WASECACOUNTYPIONEER.COM
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Cv General Notice to Control or Eradicate Noxious Weeds
|

Notice is hereby given this 2" day of April, 2024, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 18.75-18.91, that all persons in
Waseca County, Minnesota, shall control or eradicate all noxious weeds on land they own, occupy, or are required to maintain.
Control or eradication may be accomplished by any lawful method but the methods may need to be repeated in order to prevent
the spread of viable noxious weed seeds and other propagating parts to other lands. Failure to comply with the general notice
may mean that an individual notice will be issued. An individual notice may be appealed within two working days of receipt
to the appeal committee in the county where the land is located. Failure to comply with an individual notice will mean that the
inspector (local or county) having jurisdiction may either hire the work done or seek a misdemeanor charge against the person(s)
who failed to comply. If the work is contracted for hire by the inspector, the cost can be placed as a tax upon the land and
collected as other real estate taxes are collected. By state law the local weed inspectors are designated as township supervisors,
city mayors or their appointed assistants. The appeal committee shall consist of a county commissioner and a township official
or, if in a city, municipal official of the corresponding district/township/city. The committee shall meet at 10:00 am on the 1st
& 3rd Wednesdays of each month, as needed, at the Waseca County Land and Water Resources Office.

Statewide Noxious Weeds

Prohibited Noxious Weeds: Attempts must be made by all landowners to control or eradicate species on these lists. These
species cannot be transported without a permit. There are two categories, eradicate and control:

Eradicate List: must be eradicated by killing the above and below ground parts of the plant:

Yellow Starthistle Dalmatian Toadflax Brown Knapweed Grecian Foxglove
Common Teasel Johnsongrass Red Hailstone Cutleaf Teasel
Black Swallow-wort Japanese Hops Giant Hogweed Palmer Amaranth
Pale Swallow-wort Diffuse Knapweed Japanese Honeysuckle Tree of Heaven

Control List: Must be controlled by preventing the maturation and spread of propagating parts:

Leafy Spurge Purple Loosestrife Spotted Knapweed Canada Thistle

Wild Parsnip Narrowleaf Bitercress Plumeless Thistle Common Tansy
Common Barberry Bohemian Knotweed Giant Knotweed Japanese Knotweed
Non-native Phragmites Meadow Knapweed Poison Hemlock Round Leaf Bittersweet

Restricted Noxious Weeds: May not be sold, transported without a permit, or intentionally planted in Minnesota:

Common/European Buckthorn Multiflora Rose Garlic Mustard Glossy Buckthorn
Japanese Barberry Cultivars Porcelain Berry Crown Vetch Tatarian Honeysuckle
Wild Carrot/Queen Anne’s Lace Bell’s Honeysuckle Black Locust European Alder
Morrow’s Honeysuckle Siberian Peashrub Amur Honeysuckle Amur Silvergrass
Winged Burning Bush Lesser Celandine Saltcedar

Specially Regulated Plants: These plants have been determined to pose ecological, economical, or human or animal health
concerns. Measures must be taken to minimize the potential for harm caused by these plants:

Amur Maple
Amur Corktree

Poison Ivy
Callery Pear

Norway Maple
Tatarian Maple

These listings are subject to change. For a current listing of the Minnesota Noxious Weeds go to:
https://www.mda.state.mn.us/plants-insects/minnesota-noxious-weed-list

Waseca County Noxious Weeds

Additionally, Waseca County has added the following weeds to the control list:

Non-licensed Hemp Field Bindweed Velvetleaf Bull Thistle Wild Proso Millet
Wild Cucumber* Common Cocklebur* Common Waterhemp* Black Nightshade* Giant Ragweed*
Wild Mustard Perennial Sowthistle

*These are native plants and have enforcement restrictions placed on them by the MDA

The Board of County Commissioners asks for your cooperation in weed control:
Doug Christopherson, Brian Harguth, DeAnne Malterer, Brad Krause & Brad Milbrath
For questions, contact Brian Zabel, Waseca County Agricultural Inspector.

900 3" Street NE, Waseca, MN 56093—(507) 835-0652, brian.zabel@wasecacounty.gov.
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EMPLOYMENT

HIGH SCHOOL DEAN

of Students. New London-Spicer
Schools. MN Licensure Required.
For more information, see

www.nls.k12.mn.us/employment

WHEN VETERINARY CARE

IS UNAVAILABLE

or unaffordable, ask for
Jack® animal healthcare for
cats, dogs, & horses. At Tractor
Supply® (www.happyjackinc.com)

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

Happy

ALASKA, EUROPE, HAWAII
plus dozens of other popular trips!
Starting at $1649 per person (double
occupancy required.) YMT Vacations
plans everything, leaving you to relax
and enjoy. Call 866/577-6646 for more
details. Use promo code YMT2024
for $250 off. Limited time only.

GET DISH
satellite TV + internet! Free install, free
HD-DVR upgrade, 80,000 on-demand
movies, plus limited time up to $600
in gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

GET BOOST INFINITE!
Unlimited talk, text and data for just $25/
mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one
low price! Call today and get the latest
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime warran-

ty. Top-of-the-line installation and
service. Now featuring our FREE show-
er package and $1600 Off for a lim-
ited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

Advertise here statewide
in 200+ newspapers for
only $279 per week!
Call 800-279-2979

DONATE YOUR CAR
truck, or SUV to assist the blind and
visually impaired. Arrange a swift,
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure a gen-
erous year-end tax credit. Call Heritage
for the Blind Today at 844/220-9501
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COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIDENTIAL ¢ NEW CONSTRUCTION ¢« REMODELING

SHINGLES, STEEL, RUBBER ROOFING
VINYL, STEEL, & CEMENT BOARD SIDING

WINDOWS & DOORS: INSULATION, SHEETROCK

ALL FLOORING: CONCRETE, PATIOS, DECKS

SEAMLESS GUTTERS & GUTTER PROTECTION SYSTEMS
CERTAINTEED® CLAIMS SPECIALIST

CREG WILMES EXTERIORS LLC ¢« BUILDING CONTRACTOR #BC/923885

GREGWILMESROOFING.NET
GREGWILMESROOFING@GMAIL.COM

(507) 202-7070

GREG WILMES
EXTERIORS

SWEET SOMMERS VEW POST 1642
April 2024

SUN.—- MON. CLOSED

THUR.—Ipm to 11pm
FRI.- SAT.-11am to 1 am

2 Burger nite 5- | 3 6pm 4 7pm HALL 5 MEAT Raffle
7pm BAR Bingo BINGO 5:30
Horse racing 6:30pm
9 Burger nite 5- | 710 6pm 11 7pm HALL 12 MEAT Raffle 13
7pm BAR Bingo BINGO 5:30
Horse racing 6:30pm
GARY-S MASH-
BURGERS ser-
ing at 5:30
14 ALL YOU can 15 16 Burger nite 5-| 17 6pm 18 7pm HALL 19 WALLEYE or | 20
EAT Breakfast VFW 7pm BAR Bingo BINGO SHRIMP DINNER
8:00am —Noon Your 5:30 to 7pm
HOST WASECA
SHERIFF POSSE
21 22 23 Burger nite 5-| 24 6pm 25 7pm HALL 26 MEAT Raffle 27
7pm BAR Bingo BINGO 5:30
Horse racing 6:30pm
28 ALL YOU can 29 30 Burger nite 5-
EAT Breakfast VFW 7pm
8:00am —Noon Your
HOST Waseca
High School
FOOTBALL
HOURS OF OPERATION

TUE.— WED.-3pm to 11pm Tue. Is Lady’s nite 2 for one-Men Busch light $2.50 from 4 to 6pm.

POST & AUX MEETING 7pm club open 6pm MEMBERS only. Mn. Gambling license number 00385

LEGAL

NOTICES

STATE OF SOUTH
DAKOTA
COUNTY OF LINCOLN

IN CIRCUIT COURT
SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

NOTICE OF HEARING
41 ADP. 24-5

In the Matter of Termination of Parental
Rights Over

AVA C. ANDERSON,

Minor Child.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a hearing
on Petition for Voluntary Termination of
Parental Rights in the above captioned
proceeding is scheduled before the
Court, the Honorable Judge Jennifer
Mammenga, presiding, at the Lincoln
County Courthouse, located at 104 N.
Main Street, Canton, South Dakota,
57013 for the 30th day of April, 2024,
at the hour of 1:30 P.M., for a period of
one hour.

DATED this 20th day of March, 2024.

STRANGE, FARRELL, JOHNSON &
BREWERS, P.C.

Amber J. Eggert

Attorney for Petitioner

4420 South Technology Drive Sioux
Falls, SD 57106 (605)339-4500 Phone
amber@strangelaw.com

Published in the Waseca County Pio-
neer on March 22, March 29, April 5
and April 12, 2024

STATE OF SOUTH
DAKOTA
COUNTY OF LINCOLN

IN CIRCUIT COURT
SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

NOTICE OF HEARING
41 ADP. 24-6

In the Matter of the Adoption of
AVA C. ANDERSON,
Minor Child.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a hearing
on Petition for Adoption of Child in the
above captioned proceeding is sched-
uled before the Court, the Honorable
Judge Jennifer Mammenga, presiding,
at the Lincoln County Courthouse, lo-
cated at 104 N. Main Street, Canton,
South Dakota, 57013 for the 30th day of
April, 2024, at the hour of 1:30 P.M.,
for a period of one hour.

DATED this 20th day of March, 2024.

STRANGE, FARRELL, JOHNSON &
BREWERS, P.C.

Amber J. Eggert

Attorney for Petitioner

4420 South Technology Drive Sioux
Falls, SD 57106 (605)339-4500 Phone
amber@strangelaw.com

Published in the Waseca County Pio-
neer on March 22, March 29, April 5
and April 12, 2024

Office of the Minnesota Secretary of
State Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes,
Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed name does not
provide a user with exclusive rights to
that name. The filing is required for
consumer protection in order to enable
customers to be able to identify the true
owner of a business.

ASSUMED NAME:

Lone Pine Printing

PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS:
310 5STH ST NE WASECA MN 56093
USA

APPLICANT(S):

Name: Danielle Ray Hasselquist
Address: 310 5STH ST NE WASECA
MN 56093 USA

If you submit an attachment, it will be
incorporated into this document. If the
attachment conflicts with the infor-
mation specifically set forth in this doc-
ument, this document supersedes the
data referenced in the attachment.

By typing my name, I, the undersigned,
certify that I am signing this document
as the person whose signature is re-
quired, or as agent of the person(s)
whose signature would be required who
has authorized me to sign this document
on his/her behalf, or in both capacities. I
further certify that I have completed all
required fields, and that the information
in this

document is true and correct and in
compliance with the applicable chapter
of Minnesota Statutes. I understand that
by signing this document I am subject

to the penalties of perjury as set forth in
Section 609.48 as if I had signed this
document under oath.

SIGNED BY: Danielle Hasselquist
None Pro-

MAILING ADDRESS:
vided

EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NOTICES:
lonepineprinting@gmail.com

Work Item 1465269200023
Original File Number 1465269200023

STATE OF MINNESOTA OFFICE OF
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

FILED

03/22/2024 11:59 PM

Steve Simon Secretary of State
Published in the Waseca County Pio-
neer on March 29 and April 5, 2024

City of Waseca

Planning Commission

Board/Commission Vacancies

Openings exist on the following City Advisory Boards

Economic Development Authority

Applications are accepted until April 30™, 2024.

Most groups meet on a monthly basis.
Anyone interested in serving on one of the board may submit an application
to City Hall, 508 South State Street.
Applications can be obtained at City Hall
or online from the City’s website ci.waseca.mn.us

or call 835-9700

Published in the Waseca County Pioneer on March 29 and April 5, 2024

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

www.guardiannrg.com

www.phblawoffice.com

PH |l Waseca Music
GUARDIAN ENERGY éof(ﬁileljgvr C- o M P A N Y
& B Over 50 YOUR LOCAL MUSIC STORE
Years Band Instruments - Repairs
AMERICAN MADE PATT%% ;{%VE:STEN Guitans + GD, DVD, & Vinyl
FARMER OWNED ATTORNEYS’ATLAW 507-835-2980

111 South State Street

J

DanieldJ.

Johnson
ACCOUNTING

LLC

115 North State Street, Waseca
(507) 201-2484

' WASECA
FLORAL

810 N. State St. Waseca,MN 56093

(507) 835-3790

wasecafloral.com
rickmorris982@gmail.com -

2

N
—%

!

Rick’s Appliance

Re

MAYTAG

AMA
405 West EIm Ave, Waseca MN

ricksappliancewaseca.com

Sales & Service

507-461-9615

Q@ Speed Queen
Whirlpool
N A

13 NORTH
EXPRESS
LUBE

NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED!

14 .
INTERSTATE]
VAVOLNE  (BATTERIES

1201 North State St.
Waseca, MN 56093

507-833-7667

715 S State St, ‘Waseca, MN

(507) 835-8615

WASECA COUNTY

NEWS FOR LOCALS
BY LOCALS

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
(507) 837-6767

NEWS@WASECACOUNTYPIONEER.COM

PRINTING
&

You
Want it?
We

Bluejays eVl {e]q)]
Merch & H{glelilele]
Apparel REA»I:YICT

Make it!

Barb & Mark Buker
100 S. STATE ST - WASECA MN
PHONE: (507) 835-7565
INFO@QPPRINTWASECA.COM

EXTERIORS

GREGWILMESROOFING.NET

(507) 202-7070

DENNIS
STEFFEL

OMTVEDT \/
FUNERAL anD

CREMATION SERVICE

109 3RD STREET NE
WASECA, MN 56093

esch

Service

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610

teschservice@mediacombb.net

Check out our
Eco-friendly,
artful, Paper
& Bamboo or
Walnut cases
for the iPhone,
Handmade in
Waseca, MN!
since 2011

twigcase.com

~

SWEET - SOMMERS
VFW POST 1642

113 E Elm Ave
Waseca, MN 56093
(507) 835-1811

I CAFE I

f . SINCE 1942+ K

Great Home Cooking
Catering ¢ Full Breakfast Menu
Daily Lunch Specials

104 State Street
Waseca MN

835-1259

BATTENFELD
LAWN CARE

ZACH BATTENFELD

JOHNSON
APARTMENTS

JOHNSONRENTS.COM

507-456-9514

OPERATING IN
WASECA, STEELE,
& FREEBORN COUNTIES



mailto:lonepineprinting@gmail.com
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Scenes from Minnesota State Mankato’s national championship celebration.

m Titles

from Page 1

a lot of fun. I'm proud of our women,
proud of our men, and we're going to
enjoy this one."

"I don't even know what to say
right now," Kyreese Willingham
said. "It's just an unbelievable feel-
ing. All the credit to Malik for find-
ing me."

Malik Willingham was named
Elite Eight Most Outstanding Player.
Kyreese also qualified for the all-
tournament team.

The team finished the season with
arecord of 35-2. NSU finished 32-3.

The men's title game was a sharp
contrast to the women's champion-
ship, which the Mavericks led from

start to finish.

Batt, a senior from New Ulm who
was named to the all-tournament
team, finished with 10 points, six as-
sists and five steals.

“This was so amazing,” said Batt.
“It was one of the best experiences,
but I don’t think it’s hit me yet and it
might not hit me for a few days. The
growth that this team showed this
season is insane. These guys are like
my second family, and I’ll always be
a Maverick.”

“This has just been incredible,”
said coach Emilee Thiesse. “When
you go back to Joey’s freshman year,
and to watch this program grow with
Joey at the helm has been amazing.
It’s not just this team; it’s a lot of
other teams that have helped us build
this culture. But this team is extra
special.”

The Mavericks, who started the

Photos from MSU Athletics

“If's just an unbelievable feeling. All
the credit fo Malik for finding me.”

— Kyreese Willingham

season 2-4 while Batt was sidelined
with an injury, finished 32-5, finish-
ing with an 11-game winning streak.

Winona State is on the only other
men's team from Minnesota to reach
the Division II national title game.
Winona State reached the national
championship three consecutive sea-
sons — 2006, 2007 and 2008 — and
won the title in '06 and '08.

The last school to win the Division
11 title in men's and women's basket-
ball in the same season was Central
Missouri State in 1984.

Both the men’s and women’s
games included the Minnesota State

band, of which NRHEG graduate
Anton Domeier is a member.

The Willingham brothers are not
the only former Bluejays to continue
their basketball career past high
school.

Andrew Morgan, North Dakota
State, was second team all-confer-
ence in the Summit League. He’s
currently in the transfer portal and is
reportedly being sought by the Uni-
versity of Minnesota.

Ryan Dufault is also playing at a
Division I basketball school, St.
Thomas, and has seen consistent ac-
tion.

Hippity hoppity
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last weekend. More than 10,000 eggs were hidden and prizes were distributed.
Above, local royalty pose with the Easter Bunny. From left: Aadhavi Natarajan,
Amaya Raths, Jasmin Kotek, Morgan Mohler, and Anna Brennan. At left: Mia Wan-
bach, 5, gives the Easter Bunny a heartfelt hug. At right: Milo Baumann, 2, scram-
bles after eggs while his dad holds the bag for his prizes.
Pioneer photos by Rachael Jaeger

Get your news in the Pioneer

» e-mail news@wasecacountypioneer.com
« Call (507) 837-6767

ricksappliancewaseca.com

Re

AMANA

Sales & Service
507-461-9615

Lending Team

@ Speed Queen

MAVYTAG [
M-F....7:00 AM - 5:30 PM
. . Sat..... 7:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Wh|r|P00| Sunday ................. Closed

Visit our new Showroom!
405 West EIm Ave, Waseca MN

Waseca Music
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Band Instruments - Repairs
Guitars + CD, DVD, & Vinyl

907-835-2980

111 South State Street

Meet your Dedicated

,,,.\Mxi' i

/7R

C O M P A N Y David mybankfm.com
. 220 Elm Ave. E
YOUR LOCAL MUSIC STORE President commgand quec2 MN 56093

507-571-3130

Helping You
Cultivate the Future

Lines of Credit ¢+ Equipment

Loans ¢ Farmer Mac

Member

FM BANK

Emergency Medical

Providers Needed!

serve South Gentral MN

South Central Minnesota EMS helps provide emergency services
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Medical providers are needed:

* Ambulance drivers - First responders *EMTs
* Paid volunteers ° Full & Part-Time Positions
Help make emergency services possible.

For more information, contact your
local ambulance service or visit sc-ems.org

TRUMA]
AMBULANC

SOUTH CENTRAL
MINNESOTA
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