H Inside:

e 2 - Atrip to remember
e 3 - WHS Board
- 3 - Waseca Council

* 4 - 150 years

5 - Time Capsule
* 6-7 - Homecoming
» 8-10 - Sports

* 11 - Classifieds

* 12 - Donation

LOCAL COMMUNITY-DRIVEN NEWSPAPER SERVING ALL OF WASECA COUNTY

No. 41 Vol. Il $2

Office at Office at 111 EIm Avenue West, Waseca

Friday, October 13, 2023

B Pages 6-7

Homecoming

MEA Day Camp Oct.

19-20 at FarmAmerica

FarmAmerica will be hosting
day camps for kids in grades 1-5
on October 19 and 20. The
camps go from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
and include STEM activities,
time with animals, outdoor ac-
tivities, crafts and more. The
cost is $50 per child per day and
families can sign kids up for one
or both days' activities. Get
tickets at farmamerica.org/day-
camps

* * %

‘Gift of Music” Oct.

29 at Christ Comm.

The Woodbury Chorus and
Orchestra under the direction of
Cindy Martinson will present
“The Gift of Music” on October
29, 2023 at Christ Community
Church, 2200 4th Street NE, in
Waseca, MN 56093. This con-
cert will benefit the Waseca Area
Neighborhood Service Center
Food Shelf. The concert of fa-
miliar orchestral and choral
music will include Dry Bones, A
Mighty Fortress is Our God, Uk-
rainian Alleluia, Walk in Jerusa-
lem, and The Awakening.
During the concert, a free will
offering will be taken with 100%
of the proceeds going to the
Waseca Area Food Shelf. Ad-
mission is free and no tickets are
required.

* * %

Treats on the
Streets Oct. 26

“Treats on the Streets” is re-
turning Thursday, October 26,
from 5 to 7 p.m.

Treats on the Streets is a Hal-
loween event which allows chil-
dren to trick or treat at local
businesses.

* * *

Historical Society
Haunted Library
Oct. 19

The Waseca County Historical
Society is hosting “The Haunted
Library: a Riddle and Puzzle
Room Experience” at the Bai-
ley-Lewer Research Library Oc-
tober 19 from 6:30 to 10 p.m.
Tickets are $20, or free for His-
torical Society members. RSVP
is required. Purchase tickets at
the Waseca Historical Society
Museum, or
www.historical.waseca.mn.us.

* * *

Bluejay Blast Nov. 18

The twelfth annual Bluejay
Blast will be Saturday, No-
vember 18. The event is spon-
sored by the Waseca Schools
PTO to raise money for class-
room use.

* * %

Waseca Bible
Church Fall

Seminar Oct. 21

IN TWO WEEKS... join
Waseca Bible Church for video
segments from Bible teachers
Andy Woods, David Jeremiah,
Jeff Kinley and more to high-
light FALL PROPHECY SEMI-
NAR on Saturday, October
21from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at the
Pizza Ranch Party Room spon-
sored by Waseca Bible Church.
Discounted cost of $12 for lunch
buffet. RSVP ASAP to reserve
spots (about thirty remain) at
507.461.4379 or johncon-
way(@wasecabiblechurch.org.

A word from
The Word

“I am the Alpha
and the Omega,”
says the Lord God,
“who is and who
was and who is to
come, the Almighty.”

Revelation 1:8

Homecoming Victory

WHS celebrates Sept. 29 to Oct. 7

Homecoming royalty and band members watch in excitement as Jack Anderson is crowned Waseca High School Homecoming

King.

Week highlighted

by coronation, win

By ELI LUTGENS
Publisher
Apparently the excitement and en-
thusiasm shown during Waseca’s
homecoming week was just right,
since it ushered in a dynamic 56-0
win over Tri-City United on Friday

evening.

The anticipation kicked off with a
pep fest for all fall sports held the
Friday before homecoming, Sep-
tember 29. Also leading into the
week was the Bluejay Boosters’
breakfast at the American Legion.

“Dress-up” days, activities and
games were scheduled all week long.

A major highlight was coronation
on Thursday evening, when Jack An-
derson, son of Chad and Julie Ander-

crowned.

son, and Ava Omtvedt, daughter of
Aaron and Carol Omtvedt, were

The school-day excitement came
to a close on Friday afternoon with a
parade featuring more than two
dozen units, followed by Friday
evening’s triumphant game.

Serving as emcees during Thurs-
day night’s program were Grace
Below, Tricia Cox, Quinn Dahle,
Tegan Flatau, and Alison Mumme.

Prior to the crowning of king and
queen, two foreign exchange stu-
dents were honored. Aurora Cac-
chione is from Italy; hosting her are
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King and Queen Jack Anderson and Ava Omtvedt
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A walk through time

Woodville cemetery tour held Sunday

DSO, WCHS
and Woodyville
help plan venture

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

“It’s neat to be standing here, right next to the
graves of the people we’re learning about,” com-
mented one teenager.

The teen was among about 160 people who took
part in the walking tour of Waseca’s Woodville
Cemetery, located along Fifth Avenue Southwest,
this past Sunday. In planning since May, the walk
was a cooperative venture operated by Dennis
Steffel Omtvedt Funeral Services, the Waseca
County Historical Society, and Woodville Ceme-

tery.

Participants were asked to register in advance
for the tour; there was no fee, although all were in-
vited to give a free-will offering. Tour takers were
mostly adults, but included children of middle
school age and older, among them 10 members of
high school teacher John Hanson’s “History of
Waseca County” class, along with Hanson him-

self.

LOCAL CELEBRITY - Denny Woitas, long-time acquaintance of Wayne “Bumps”

Brown, shared facts and personal information about his friend.

Cars were parked at the Third Street chapel of
Dennis Steffel Omtvedt, where everyone boarded
a bus, was given a printed tour guide, and was de-
livered to the first stop at the cemetery, the grave

Photo by Deb Bently

of Dr. Orvie Swenson, who served Waseca County
from 1926 until his retirement in 1966. Tour

New cell
phone
policy at
WHS

By AMELIA ROESSLER
Editorial Assistant

A new phone policy is being
put in place for the 2023-2024
school year at the Waseca Junior
Senior High School due to is-
sues with cell phone use by stu-
dents in the school.

The phone policy used pre-
viously involved assigning
numbers to students and having
them put their phones in a cor-
responding pocket on the door
when they came into the class-
room.

“With any electronics policy,
it became difficult to enforce be-
cause students would not nec-
essarily be willing to give up
their phone,” explained high
school vice principal Justin
Johnston.

Johnston said students voiced
concerns someone would take
their device; he said that had
happened fewer than five times
in three years, and every missng
phone was located afterward.
Investigation proved each time
that the phone had either been
taken by accident, or that a
friend had taken it merely as a
short-term “joke.”

This year, an ‘out of sight’
policy policy has been adopted.
Under its terms, students may
retain their phones, but must not
take them out or use them.
Johnston explained grades 10
through 12 are allowed to have
backpacks in school, so their
phones can be left in the back-
pack. Students in grades seven
through nine may either leave
their phones in their lockers
with their backpacks or simply
keep them out of sight in their
pockets.

“If they choose to have it in
their pocket, that’s not some-
thing we’re going to go search-
ing for,” Johnston assured.

According to Johnston and
Dean of Students Jake Nelson,
this policy will be more man-
ageable.

“In my career, it’s the most
destructive thing I’ve seen in
education,” Nelson said about
phones. “Kids are driven to
waste hours of time on this and
we’re doing our best to curb
that, at least at school, to take
that out of their hands.”

According to Nelson, when
students were supposed to use
“pockets” near classroom doors,
some were so attached to their
phones and technology they
would acquire a separate
“decoy” device to put in the
pocket during class so they
could continue to hold onto and
use their own phone.

“It’s such a great temptation
for the kids to have that power,
to use that power to communi-
cate constantly,” Nelson said.
He explained that students who
use their phones in class don’t
always communicate about an-
swers or homework, but “mind-
less Snapchat stuff.”

Both Johnston and Nelson ex-
press their experience of just
how distracted phones, smart
watches, and airpods are making
students in school, making it dif-
ficult to keep them focused on
learning. According to Johnston,
it’s a matter of teaching students
when and where it is appropriate
to use their phones and technol-
ogy. He mentioned knowing
people who have been fired for
watching television on their
phones while working because
that was something they were

Tour continued on 12
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Compostings

by Al Batt

Get the hat first,
softball second

ECHOES FROM THE
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING
A drought is a terrible thing.

It said it’s going to rain on TV.

Great! Now we’ll have a
drought and a wet TV.
DRIVING BY BRUCE'S
DRIVE

I have a wonderful neighbor
named Bruce. Whenever I pass his
drive, thoughts occur to me. It was
a great way to start the day. I was
awake. I poured milk on my break-
fast cereal (called breakfast food
during my adolescent years), but it
didn’t make a sound. It wasn’t
broken, it was oatmeal. Later in the
day, my wife and I attended a
church soup and pie, which was a
glorious gastronomic event. We sat
next to a couple of good eaters.
One had once suffered whiplash
while eating spaghetti. The pie
portion required a tough deci-
sion—should cherry or pecan pie
provide the floor for my whipped
cream?

The weather in October can be
Oddtober weather. Biting insects
stay in touch—multi-colored
Asian lady beetles and minute pi-
rate bugs (often called no-see-
ums). Interestingly, both insects
are predators of soybean aphids.
One lady beetle found my key-
board. I released it outside. It was
a first-time offender. On a warm,
sunny day, [ ran a gauntlet of bit-
ing insects. The next day, the cool
weather calmed them.

We played a game of slowpitch
softball on a day forever ago. The
game allowed 10 players on de-
fense. In this game, we had four
outfielders—Reid, Donnie, Marty
and Chuck. A line drive hit by the
opposing team’s batter found its
way to the outfield. One outfielder
was my brother-in-law. 1 won’t
identify him by name in order to
protect the guilty. The batter got a
triple. The triple is called the most
exciting play in baseball. This tri-
ple in softball wasn’t that exciting.
My brother-in-law got a nice jump
on the ball and would have held
the runner to less than a triple if
my in-law hadn’t had to go back
and retrieve the hat that had blown
off his head. Hat first, softball sec-
ond. We won the game, but if the
player of the game received a cov-
eted Twinkie, my brother-in-law
wouldn’t have collected that
golden sponge cake of excellence.

I’VE LEARNED

My wife’s extra-sensitive tooth-
paste doesn’t like it when she uses
another brand of toothpaste.

Bad rainbows are sent to prism
to give them time to reflect. If
they’ve had a colorful past, they
are given light sentences.

Crocs don’t make alligator

shoes.

When you clean a vacuum
cleaner, you become a vacuum
cleaner.

Lightning never strikes twice in
the same place, but nobody knows
where that place is.

It’s a fine country. You can go
wherever you want without even
having to use your turn signals.

NATURE NOTES

White-throated sparrows, whis-
tlers extraordinaire, have joined
the flickers in gleaning the ground
for foodstuffs. The omnivorous
bird is a short-distance migrant
that winters in the southeast, north-
east and lower midwest and as far
west as Arizona and the Pacific
Coast. The major breeding range
of this species in Minnesota is in
the northeastern and north-central
parts.

The majority of songbirds mi-
grate at night. These include war-
blers, Sparrows, orioles,
flycatchers, thrushes and cuckoos.
Most are denizens of woods and
other sheltered habitats and aren’t
agile fliers. They use those dense
habitats to avoid bird predators.
Migration at night has its advan-
tages. Birds don’t have to worry
about falcon or hawk attacks. The
air is usually less turbulent than
during the day and it’s cooler at
night. A migrating bird produces
excess heat that needs to be re-
leased. Most of the heat is lost
from their featherless legs. The
colder the air temperature, the
quicker that heat can be lost. Some
species of birds migrate during the
day. These include hummingbirds,
pelicans, hawks, falcons, swifts
and swallows. These birds are
strong fliers. The larger birds take
advantage of thermals that develop
during the day. Swifts and swal-
lows feed on the wing during the
day as they migrate. Common
nighthawks migrate both day and
night, but the largest flights occur
within two hours of sunset, with
the highest numbers at dusk. They
will detour to chase flying insects,
swooping erratically on deep wing
beats. It resembles the flight of a
bat and the nighthawks can pro-
duce a booming sound from their
wings as they pull up from a dive.
This is the reason nighthawks are
sometimes called “bullbats.”

THANKS FOR STOPPING

BY

“It’s not our job to play judge
and jury, to determine who is wor-
thy of our kindness and who is not.
We just need to be kind, uncon-
ditionally and without ulterior mo-
tive, even—or rather,
especially—when we’d prefer not
to be.”—Josh Radnor.

Moments in time, some faster than others

The other morning I had a ceramic
“coffee” cup in my hands. I had just
brewed some tea and was crossing
the kitchen, filled with anticipation
for the nice warm beverage on what
was a rather chilly morning.

I have no explanation why, but the
cup slipped from my fingers: The
next fraction of a second felt like a
slow-motion sequence in a film.

I can still visualize it, suspended in
the air while my mind raced from
one possibility to another. Would the
cup bounce unharmed? Break apart?
Shatter into dangerous shards all
around my bare feet?

And then the question was an-
swered. The cup broke mostly into
large pieces, one of which brushed
my foot leaving a small, quick-bleed-
ing wound. I found the first aid kit,
bandaged the cut, then fetched the
broom for the first phase of cleaning
and the vacuum for the second.

What stayed with me was the
slow-motion fraction of a second-all
those possibilities shouldering each
other for the chance to become a

miniscule part of history.

I have just finished writing the
“cemetery walk” story for this
week’s newspaper. I can’t help think-
ing about the “pregnancy” inherent
in every moment: What will be born
from it?

I am immensely grateful I took
three hours of my Sunday afternoon
to walk through Woodville Ceme-
tery, speak with the tour guides, and
learn the stories behind (beneath?)
the headstones. The enthusiasm and
appreciation registered by each of the
presenters essentially provided an
extension to the long-ended lives
being described. I feel fortunate to
have been there.

The same was true of interviewing
Eldora Krause and Len and Phil
Marquardt, members of Immanuel
Lutheran Church of Freedom Town-
ship. Their deep regard and rich con-
nection to their church—which is
celebrating its 150th year—made me
feel privileged to receive their
stories. Being in their beautiful,
homey house of worship was only
the beginning; hearing their stories
was the honor.

And so perhaps now I know what
this column is about: moments.

The moments, the decisions, the
connections which are always nudg-
ing us, always asking to be taken
note of. There are too many to be re-

membered, of course, but that
doesn’t mean they can’t be appreci-
ated.

Perhaps in one version of reality,
the cup didn’t break.

But I am glad I got the version
where [ said “yes” when I was asked
to write a story for Immanuel Free-
dom’s 150th anniversary and to
spend Sunday afternoon in Wood-
ville Cemetery. Though it was de-
manding—How can one describe on
paper what happened in real time?--
I am glad I took on the task of
recording those moments of history
which shouldered their way into my
experience.

I also take away another lesson:
Go anyway.

Yes, it would be easier to stay
home. Yes, it might be hot outside...
or cold, or windy, or who knows...
but go anyway. Overcome “the ten-
dency of a body at rest to remain at
rest”; recognize the possibilities in-
herent in the moment; acknowledge
the privileges which await.

Go anyway.

It's not May, but lets talk mental health

Well, it’s finally getting cold out. I
enjoy this weather because I get to
wear layers, and I love me some
layers. What I am discovering is I
love the cold, but I don’t like being
cold, which is a weird oxymoron, I
know. I love the cold because I get to
wear layers and 1 don’t feel like
dying when I walk outside. But with
the cold comes my dislike for being
cold. I don’t know if it's a woman
thing, but I feel like I’m always cold.
My hands are always freezing and I
can’t go anywhere without socks on.
But that means I get to wear my fa-
vorite sweatshirt and sweatpants and
cuddle up in a blanket, so that’s a
win.

This week I would like to talk
about mental health. I know that
mental health awareness month is in
May, but now that we are well into

school, I have been witnessing a lot
of people struggling with mental
health.

Now I know that a lot of readers
might not struggle with mental health
related to the stresses of school or
classes, but mental health is some-
thing we should all take care of, no
matter the causes or stressors.

I took free therapy in Spain, and
while it destroyed me, it was helpful

in trying to start to figure out who I
am and how I work and why I do
things. The University offers therapy,
but I’ve heard from people that took
it that it’s not great because these
people are swarmed with appoint-
ments and students needing help.
One of the girls I work with at the
school’s newspaper drives to Wis-
consin for therapy because of insur-
ance reasons (she’s from Wisconsin).

I told a customer at the bar once
that I wish everyone had the oppor-
tunity to go to therapy and would
take that opportunity if they did. She
heartily disagreed, saying she was
forced to go to therapy as a child to
deal with her parents’ divorce, and
she did not like it at all. Now, she de-
spises the thought of going to ther-
apy. I also think that’s valid. While 1
think therapy might work for me, it
doesn’t work for everyone. Others
might find “therapy” or support in
friends, family, mentors. It doesn’t
have to be from a therapist. I guess I
just hope that everyone has someone
they trust to talk to, because that’s an
important part of being human.

One of my other friends knows she

Health continued on 2
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From Lake

Last week I wrote about my sched-
ule putting the newspaper together.

This week [ was on vacation.

I left on Saturday for Hill City,
Minnesota. My two best friends are
Kyle and his wife, Anastasiia. Kyle’s
parents own the Blue Moon Resort
located on Hill Lake. Three or four
times over the last handful of
summers, Kyle, Anastasiia, and a
group of our friends have made trips
to this resort. This time, rather than a
sort of “large-group” trip, it was us
three close friends and other
members of Kyle’s family.

During the four-hour car ride
northward, I had two stops to make.
First, I stopped to see Blain Nelson.
Blain had called me on Friday and
wanted to arrange for a memorial ad
for Jody who passed away a year
ago. | stopped to get that taken care
of and, after a nice visit with Blain,
was off again.

My next stop was at the National
Camera Exchange in Golden Valley:
Every camera | have ever bought has
come from this company. [ was par-
ticularly pleased with a purchase I
made last year; I got a great camera
at a great price. However, at the time
I could not afford the lens I really
wanted because it was $2,400—-more
than the cost of the camera.

Fast forward one year: I thought I
would stop by again and see if the
price might have come down a bit. It
had. Besides that, the store had a
used piece of the type I wanted. Even
used, this lens cost more than any
other piece of photography equip-
ment [ have ever purchased, but it
was worth it. I do love taking pic-
tures.

After I had acquired my new cam-
era a year ago, the Steele County
Times sports editor asked me what
camera he should purchase. I made
no suggestion, but let him see and
use my camera briefly during a bas-
ketball game. He made the same pur-
chase I did, but splurged for the lens
I finally purchased this time around.

And now, one of the sports re-
porters for APG Media, which in-
cludes the Owatonna People’s Press
and the Waseca County News has
also upgraded his camera and lens.
Like me and the Steele County
Times, he purchased a Sony and the
7200 lens. He, however, asked John-
nie, the Steele County sports editor,
what he should get.

I guess you could call me a trend
setter.

From there I finally continued on

of the Woods to the Mississippi

to Blue Moon.

I arrived before Anastasiia and
Kyle, but that was okay. Dylan was
sitting by the bonfire playing music
on his guitar. Dylan is Kyle’s young-
est brother and he sings beautifully
and plays the guitar well. We also
have the same taste in music, so I
really enjoy listening to Dylan play.
His final song for the night was one
of my favorites, by Whiskey Myers,
a country band. He didn’t know it
was one of my favorites.

Sunday was spent enjoying one of
the best breakfasts I’ve ever had, pre-
pared by Mamma Fett, Kyle’s mom.
It was quiche (thick eggs and vege-
tables in a pie crust) alongside a gra-
ham cracker pepper, and bacon
dessert.

Dinner was one of the best soups
I’ve ever had alongside pulled pork
which had been smoked for more
than 12 hours. An evening pontoon
ride was followed by some late
night...adventures. Kyle, Dylan and
I took the resort’s Ranger for a night-
time ride up some trails along a
nearby mountain trail. It was a late,
but exciting evening.

Dylan didn’t feel the best Monday
after such a late night, so he stayed
home. He missed out on some more
of the best food of my life. Kyle
smoked a brisket for 12 hours, which
we enjoyed after everyone else had
gone to bed, because, well, it was
supposed to be done by dinner time.
It wasn’t.

I worked most of Monday, so 1
was happy to enjoy the evening with
some great conversation and com-
pany with Kyle and Anastasiia. The
midnight brisket was also excellent.

Tuesday was spent enjoying the
Twins game following a run to
Grand Rapids Target. (Target, I'm
told, is Anastasiia’s happy place.)

For the first time in my life | have
seen the Minnesota Twins win a
playoff game.

Following the game, I sped over to
Akeley, Minnesota, to meet editor
Deb, who I was to accompany to
Baudette on Wednesday. Baudette is
in the Northwest Angle, not far from

Lake of the Woods.

More work to assure Tuesday’s
paper would be printed. Then, after a
2.5-hour drive, I was standing next to
Lake of the Woods. With Deb deliv-
ered to her teaching conference, I de-
cided to spend the last two hours of
daylight sightseeing at Zippel Bay
State Park. It was beautiful and,
thanks to the time of year, empty. I
had a giant piece of national history
all to myself.

Taking advantage of the privilege,
I walked more than a mile along the
shore. Standing on a slight rise
roughly 15 feet above the water, I de-
cided to take a picture of a spectacu-
lar sunset over the lake. I reached
forward with my cell phone and—in a
moment of dismay I will remember
for a long time—watched my iPhone
slip from my fingers and fall down-
ward out of sight. Racing down to re-
trieve it, I could see it had
miraculously landed on a rocky
ledge rather than in the water—and
face up besides, so the face was un-
damaged.

Now the challenge was to navigate
the rocks and water to reclaim it. I
tried to stay dry, I really did. After
all, it was after sunset and I was more
than a mile away from my vehicle.
But wet rocks may as well be coated
in oil, and so my feet slipped out
from under me and in I went. Who
knows, if there had been a current, I
could have been swept all the way to
Canada. Turns out, a person should
pay attention to signs that say, “Cau-
tion, unsafe footing.”

After falling in, I had no trouble
gliding over to the tiny ledge, one
foot above the water, which my
phone somehow, miraculously
landed on, undamaged.

Aside from my pride, and ego, and
a bruised leg, I successfully survived
Lake of the Woods.

It was breathtaking. The view, not
the bruise on my leg.

On Thursday, Deb demanded I
bring her, in the rain, back to Zippel
Bay to see the Lake for herself. Of
course.

I’ll spare the part of the story

where we ended up with my truck
halfway down a road intended for
horses. Ask Deb about it. She did
move a tree out of the way.

From Zippel Bay, we left for Ake-
ley before our return to Southern
Minnesota planned for Friday. (I had
to be back for football, after all, to
test out my camera.)

On the way back I saw a sign for
Itasca State Park. After some quick
math, I turned right and headed that
way.

We arrived, and by the Grace of
God, the rain stopped and the sun
came out the moment my truck en-
tered the park.

I can now say I’ve seen the head-
waters of the Mississippi.

And I did so without dropping my
phone or almost drowning.

After Itasca, Deb and I stopped for
dinner at Pizza Ranch in Park
Rapids.

This Pizza Ranch wasn’t much of
a Pizza Ranch, but it did have a
bowling alley.

I discovered the bowling alley be-
cause one must pass it on the way to
the bathroom.

A mother and her young son were
the only ones bowling in this half-lit,
marginally  functional bowling
alley/Pizza Ranch.

As I spoke with the owner of the
establishment, he told me his wife
had died, and none of the family was
interested in helping him run the
place. It was just him and one em-
ployee holding things together. He
let Deb and me bowl a game for $10.

After some swearing, the em-
ployee got the electronic scoring ma-
chine to turn on.

Then the competition began. 1
jumped ahead to an early lead, but
the outlook remained uncertain down
to the final throw.

After nearly bowling a strike, 1
was robbed of a spare, coming away
with 9 points in my final frame. This
put me ahead of Deb by 8.

After a gutter ball by Deb on her
first toss, [ was feeling pretty good.

Until her next toss stayed true.
Nine pins fell-along with my hopes,
dreams and ego.

At least I didn’t break my phone,
fall in a lake, or God forbid, almost
crash my truck.

Debating what quote to end my
column with this week, I think I’1l
use one of my own.

“Good writing should
smoothly and flow freely.”

Here’s to more adventures.

read



Pioneer

Friday, October 13,2023 3

Bits and Pieces
by Dave Zika

A final adventure
while closing down

We’ve finally gotten to the
cabin on Lake Tetonka for a ten-
day heavenly stay. Fall is a great
time to enjoy the lake and the
beautiful tree scenery. There is
also much work to be done as we
will soon be shutting down and
preparing for the long winter sea-
son.

Fishing on Tetonka hasn’t
been very productive; low water
level, weeds galore, and bloom-
ing algae. With cooler tempera-
tures, the weeds are gone and the
water is cleaner. This gave me
the opportunity to fish for a cou-
ple of days off the dock. I went
down with some nightcrawlers,
two rods in hand, and seated my-
self and my low expectations on
the dock bench. On my second
cast, down went the bobber: I
was in for two days of fantastic
fishing!

My grandchildren call it a
“grand slam” when we catch at
least seven species of fish while
angling. The “slam” was on; I
caught bluegills, crappie, bass,
small walleyes, perch, a dogfish,
several sheephead, a carp, and
even a huge northern pike.

Time for a true fishing story.
I’d put several bluegills and a
couple of perch in my fishing
basket for a fish fry that evening.
The floating basket is made of
wire and keeps the fish alive in
the lake until I clean them. The
basket is attached to a dock pole
on a section of dock behind me.
As 1 continued to fish, I heard
splashing sounds and commotion
in the water behind me several
different times.

What was going on? Maybe a
muskrat or turtle was moving
around; maybe fish were escap-
ing from the basket. I stood up
and turned around to observe
something big in the water at-
tacking the basket. Whatever it
was was gone when I walked
back to take a closer look. The
fish were alive and just fine.

I continued to fish and cast a
short distance from the dock.
Down went the bobber; I was
suddenly battling a huge pike.
Don’t know how I tired the big
fish out and got it up to the dock
on six-pound test line. I had a
small-sized net on the dock and
could only get its head into the
net: It was a big fish. My only
choice was to try lifting it to the
dock deck. It easily snapped the
line—a great catch and release.
Could that have been the critter
that attacked my fish basket?

Fun and games were over and
it was time to put on the garden
gloves and get to work. Twenty
decorated containers and pots
with beautiful annual flowers
had to be emptied and retired to
the compost pile. It was sad and
disheartening to see some still
beautiful flowers go to their de-
mise.

Down to the boat lift to re-
move two empty barn swallow
nests that had been built in oppo-
site corners of the lift. It is al-

ways amazing to me how swal-
lows can build a clay pot of hard-
ened mud and raise a family fed
with bugs and mosquitoes. [ wish
them well on their long journey
to a warmer climate.

Time to clean out some of my
birdhouses and put bird feeders
away in the shed. We once again
provided a nursery for several
families of birds: chickadees and
wrens raised their young in sev-
eral of our birdhouses. A family
of ducks hatched in our box
down by the lake. Squirrels
raised a family in our wood duck
box on a pole close to the deck.

Speaking of squirrels, we had
an explosion in numbers around
the cabin this summer. I had to
quit filling my bird feeders be-
cause squirrels kept coming in
numbers to loot them. For some
reason they also raided jelly from
our oriole feeder for dessert.
When I cleaned out some of the
flower pots, I found acorns and
even walnuts buried in them. Fun
little critters to watch, but they
can be mischievous and a real
caution.

Lisa’s wind chimes, Twins and
Vikings windsocks and dec-
orative signs hung on the cabin
are now tucked away for the
winter. We had a huge oak re-
moved in the back of the cabin a
few years ago; that space has be-
come a home for gnomes. Lisa
and friends made a roof on top,
then set an entire village of
gnomes on and around the oak
stump. The ladies add new
pieces to it every year. The vil-
lage is now asleep, tucked in a
container under the deck.

Winding down, I still have to
pull the boat, lift and dock, and
empty the ‘fridge and cupboards.
The end of another season is
near.

In closing I have to say
“Hello” to Eileen Morgan. I took
a wonderful fishing trip with her
son Dean to fish Walleyes on
Winni. We shared many stories
and Dean, a former student, let
me know his mother Eileen sub-
scribes to the Pioneer and looks
forward to reading it weekly. Ei-
leen and her late husband Jim
farmed north of Waseca: All of
her children, Dean, Pat, Keith
and Jane, graduated from
Waseca. Eileen, thanks for let-
ting me hunt pheasants years ago
on your farm with my golden re-
triever, Ginger. And thank you
for letting our sixth-graders use
your grain truck to haul luggage
on our environmental winter trip
to Isabella, especially given that
I drove in low range and never
figured out how to turn on the
heat. Guess I needed some truck
driving lessons. Also, make sure
you buy all of your holiday
family meats at Morgan’s Meats
in Waseca.

Until next time, charge up the
leaf blower and get the snow-
blower tuned up: Winter white is
just around the corner.
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has things to work on for herself,
like the fact that she cares too
much for people and stretches her-
self too thin trying to help every-
one, but she chooses to suffer and
help people versus saving herself
and helping less people. I com-
mend her for it, but she worries me
sometimes.

The way people choose to deal
with their personal problems is dif-
ferent for everyone. There are
some who choose to make them-
selves too busy in order to not
have time to process their emo-
tions. Others might turn to alcohol.
Some might isolate themselves. It

is up to the beholder to deal with
their own problems. Emotions are
difficult.

I just hope everyone has ways to
cope and help them through the
tough times, because we all de-
serve to have support when times
get tough.

On a lighter note, the Gopher
men’s hockey season has started,
so that’s a win. [ am playing in the
pep band for their games again and
I’'m so excited. We’re going to
make it to the frozen four, baby!
Oh, and I guess the Twins are
doing well too or something. The
Vikings not so much, and I can tell
because my fantasy team has been
hurting a bit. Have to love being a
Minnesota sports fan.

My Determination: “Just be-
cause you put syrup on something
don't make it pancakes.” - Shawn
Spencer, Psych

School nursing, enroliment, vision cards

By MELISSA DUNN
Staff Writer

Soon to be retired school district
nurse Deb Wobshall was the special
guest of the board’s workshop meet-
ing on October 5. Wobshall, who has
been a nurse for forty-three years and
has been with the district for twenty-
four of them, was happy to share
with the board and community what
nursing services look like within the
schools as they are a part of the over-
all student support plan. “We hear a
lot about counselors and social
workers in the news,” Superintend-
ent Eric Hudspith said, “but when
you add our school nurses and school
psychologists into that, it really de-
velops the full gamut of what we do
to support students with their physi-
cal and mental health.”

Nurse Wobshall, who oversees
another part-time school nurse and
health technicians in each building,
described her “typical” duties; in ad-
dition to meeting daily student first-
aid or illness issues, the health staff
provide services and support for stu-
dents with chronic health needs,
monitor immunization compliance,
complete ongoing vision and hearing
screenings, dispense medications
throughout the day, keep track of
food intolerances or allergies, run
seizure disorder teams in each build-
ing in case a student has a seizure,
complete third-party billing paper-
work for special education students
who require para support for non-
school needs, and assist staff with

field trip preparations if there are
health needs while away.

Wobshall shared there is a book of
emergency plans as well as a brief
synopsis on Infinite Campus for the
health techs to follow at each build-
ing in the event she is not present
when a student has medical needs.
Hudspith added that the district also
has a list of RN and LPN substitutes
available in the event Wobshall is
going to be absent for an extended
period of time. “There’s a lot to keep
track of,” he said, referring to her
comments. “And in 2020, Deb was
given a pretty difficult job to handle
working with families, restrictions,
and quarantines. We didn’t have con-
trol over a lot of that. Deb or one of
her team was the one making the
phone call to the parent explaining
the status and the process, keeping
the spreadsheet of thousands of lines
of different situations happening. We
couldn’t have been in school as often
as we were and done as well as we
did during the pandemic if not for her
work.”

Hudspith next shared some trends
and observations seen in the fall en-
rollment numbers. His slide presen-
tation began with a five-year
enrollment history in grades K-12:
Fall of 2018 enrollment was 1,895
students, fall 2019 had 1,875, fall
2020 dropped to 1,791; enrollment
stayed at 1,767 in both 2021 and
2022. Hudspith next explained that
the “market share” percentage for
each year—the number of resident
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students in Waseca who enroll in
Waseca Public Schools versus other
options in town-was remaining
fairly close in range throughout that
same five-year period. “Online
school has been a thing since 2020
but we are staying pretty close in
market share,” he said. “We want
them all to choose us, but I’'m not
one to say we want any fewer
choices for families. We want our
families to have choices in our com-
munity.” Sacred Heart, Team
Academy, open enrollment to outside
districts, homeschooling, and online
school are all options for students.
The average number of students en-
rolled at Sacred Heart and Team
Academy has dropped over the last
five years, homeschooling and open-
enrolling to online school has re-
mained stable, and post-secondary
enrollment option (PSEO) has in-
creased from an average of 25 stu-
dents to 43 students per semester.
Hudspith pointed out that PSEO stu-
dents do not affect enrollment
numbers as they are still “taking up
a chair in the building” but do affect
the average daily membership
(ADM) numbers, which impacts the
school’s budget as the state funding
goes to the college and not to the dis-
trict .

Potential inferences of this enroll-
ment study are that the total number
of students in Waseca has decreased

but projections indicate a stabiliza-
tion in the next five years, and that
decisions made by families during
the pandemic to either homeschool
or enroll in online school are ongoing
and will impact WPS for the duration
of that student’s K-12 experience.
Hudspith also stated that the district
can potentially increase market share
by creating and continuing opportu-
nities for a variety of educational
pathways, hiring and retaining high
quality staff, and providing high
quality learning environments that
attract students and families.

The final item on the agenda was
a brief summary of the vision card
action steps regarding strategic plan
areas of communication and family
engagement. “Right now we are
starting to track our attendance at any
school events,” Hudspith said. “At-
tendance at any parent meetings,
conferences, how many daily logins
we’re getting to the parent portal,
what does the check-in look like at
preschool, those sorts of things.”
Building offices are also implement-
ing a two-question exit survey to
check if that parent obtained what
they needed. “If you’re going to take
time out of your day and you need
something at school, did you get
what you need when you were there?
If they’re frustrated, we can respond
to that. So far it’s been all positive,
so that’s a good thing.” The baseline
will be established this fall and then
the process repeated in spring to see
what kind of growth has been made.

Well maintenance likely to cost $600,000

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

The Waseca City Council had a
light agenda for its first meeting of
the month on October 3. Aside from
routine “consent agenda” items,
three official actions occurred.

The council’s first meeting of No-
vember has been moved to Wednes-
day, Nov. 8. The regular November
7 meeting had to be rescheduled be-
cause of the preliminary special elec-
tion that day to fill the empty seat on
the Waseca County Board of Com-
missioners. State law forbids holding
a public meeting overlapping an
election.

Council members approved about
$7,000 in “nuisance” fees to be as-
sessed against numerous properties
located throughout the city. The as-
sessments came about because prop-
erty owners were not following
maintenance requirements, including

mowing and trimming of grass and
removal of rubbish. According to a
summary provided by city finance
director Alicia Fischer, property
owners were notified that their lots
were not complying with city code
expectations and given a deadline.
When the deadline was not met, the
city hired contractors to perform the
needed task. In some cases, proper-
ties were mowed numerous times,
leading to assessments against some
properties as high as $700 and $800.

City council members authorized
city manager Carl Sonnenberg to
send out a request for bids on well
maintenance work to be performed
in 2024 and 2025 at a cost likely to
be above $600,000. Sonnenberg ex-
plained the city routinely performs
“well rehabilitation” work every 5 to
7 years; the last time it was carried
out was in 2019. Prior to that, it took
place in 2014.
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The rehabilitation involves remov-
ing the pumps and equipment at the
top of the well and sending them to
a qualified company for inspection,
maintenance and repair. A camera is
sent down the length of the well shaft
to confirm the structural integrity of
the bore hole.

Sonnenberg shared a 100-some
page report which summarized work
performed during the 2018-19 re-
habilitation, telling council members
he wanted them to see how extensive
the process is.

The city well system includes five
wells, most located along a line south
of Loon Lake within a block or two
of Old Highway 14; a fifth well is
near the Junior Senior High School.

Because one of the five belongs to
Conagra, the roughly $100,000 for
work on well number four will be
reimbursed by the corporation. Pay-
ment for work on units one, two,
three and five will come from city
water utility income, Sonnenberg
told council members.

Contacted after the meeting, Son-
nenberg shared that city wells are all
at least 700 feet deep and are capable
of delivering up to 1,000 gallons of
water a minute. He also explained
that work on the wells must be timed
carefully to assure the system is al-
ways capable of meeting not only
typical daily needs, but emergency
services as well.

During the October 3 meeting,
council members authorized city
staff to seek bids for the work: once
bids are received, the council will
carry out a separate vote to move for-
ward with the rehabilitation.
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used to.

While the school has enforced cer-
tain preventive measures including
blocking certain social media apps,
some students persistently find a way
to work around those measures, Nel-
son said.

With this ‘out of sight’ policy, the
responsibility of managing cell
phones and technology is taken out
of the teachers’ hands.

“The more we restrict cell phones,
the more celebrated it is by staft,”
Johnston said, explaining that reduc-
ing distractions created by electronic
devices makes the job of the teacher

more manageable and less restrict-
ing, allowing staff members to focus
their energy on instruction.

As for the students’ view on the
new policy, Nelson said they already
know how the students are feeling.

“They find it to be intrusive and
ridiculous because it is a part of their
life,” Nelson said. “They feel they’re
being treated like little kids because
they can’t have their phones.”

But Nelson believes it’s important
for students to learn to navigate
school and life without their elec-
tronic devices. He knows that an un-
limited amount of technology may
hinder the futures of the students.
Nelson explains that there is a ‘natu-
ral selection” with technology:

Learners who show the fortitude to
focus and put their technology away
are progressing at a higher rate than
those who don’t.

& Residential
Snow Removal

CAFE

e SINCE 1942 »

Great Home Cooking ¢ Catering

Full Breakfast Menu ¢ Daily Lunch Specials
104 State Street, Waseca MN e 835-1259

BATTENFELD
LAWN CARE

Lawn Maintenance Zach Battenfeld

5607-621-0226

zachbattenfeld@gmail.com

Nelson reiterates his impression
that the new policy is a step in the
right direction. “We’re trying to re-

move barriers so everyone has a fair
chance at getting an education,” he
emphasized.
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Pioneer

Janesville area church
celebrating 150 years

By DEB BENTLY
News Editor

Immanuel Lutheran Church of
Freedom Township is celebrating its
150th anniversary with four events
spread out from Oct. 22 of this year
to October 20 of 2024. Every three
months between now and then, a spe-
cial service will memorialize various
phases of the church’s history.

On October 22, special guest pas-
tor Jared Korb, son of pastor Glenn
Korb who served the church from
January 1991 to August 2013, will be
coming from his home congregation
at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church of
Worland, Wyoming to deliver the
day’s message. On display in the
church will be pictures and mem-
orabilia from Immanuel’s founding
in 1874 through the end of the tenure
of Rev. Richard Cloeter, who served
the congregation through 1962.

All who would like to attend are
invited. The service will begin at 9
a.m.; Immanuel Lutheran is located
about 8 miles south of Janesville
along County Hwy 3.

According to histories kept over
time, the church’s roots rest on serv-
ices which began being held in Ja-
nesville area homes in the
mid-1860s, not even a decade after
Waseca County’s 433 square miles
were given their name and bound-
aries. The gradually increasing
number of pioneer members were
able to build themselves a simple
church home which they dedicated
on Oct. 22, 1874. When it adopted its
constitution in 1880, 29 people (men
only) signed. The congregation has
been affiliated with the Missouri
Synod since 1892.

While there were public school
districts in the late 1800s, Imma-
nuel’s first full-time pastor began
teaching in the church building in
1884; the congregation built its own
schoolhouse the next year. Church
histories record that pastors con-
tinued to be teachers until about
1905, when a teacher was hired. Im-
manuel continued to operate its own
parochial school until 1945; at that
time the building was moved to Alma

City.

Apple weather

By PASTOR KEN ANDRS

“It is apple weather,” Naomi de-
clared this morning. My wife then
went on to declare that while it
may be apple weather, we do not
need anymore apples. Last year I
found a retired couple who loved
growing and harvesting their own
foods, they had grown a variety of
apple trees and were now swim-
ming in apples. It was the end of
the season and they said they had
200-300 apples left over.

I thought it was a real win, a
generous dozen apples for $5 and
a nice drive in the county with my
wife. I was glad I had filled my
pockets with cash, because it was
more than 300 apples. We pro-
cessed apples last year during the
week leading up to the Waseca
Classic and afterward, every guest
to our house cut, pealed, or pressed
apples for 3 weeks. We canned ap-
plesauce and cider, froze enough
apples for 60 pies or 20 crisps, ate
apples and gave away 300+ apples
to the church. It is a year later and
“we do not need to process apples
this year, but it feels like we
should,” Naomi declared to me this
morning.

When I go home this afternoon
I will put on a half-gallon of cider
with a cinnamon stick, and it will
fill the house proclaiming that
Apple Season is here! I can almost
hear Naomi as she walks in the
house now, “Yum, it smells so
good in here!” It will smell good,
and then we will know to launch
into our fall chores of cleaning up
the yard and gardens, putting away
the grill and moving plants in-
doors. Soon enough, the first
snows will fall and deer hunting
will be in full swing.

Harvest time reminds me of
God’s love for us, we have toiled
all summer, the crops are ready to
be brought in and now we get to
see the abundance of God’s pro-
vision for us. Working the ground
this year was not easy, we spent a

Also in 1892, the simple one-room
church building had a chancel (the
area where the altar stands) added at
the front and bell tower constructed
at the entry, giving it the outline it
still shows today. During the congre-
gation’s seventy-fifth year, 1949, the
structure was raised, rejuvenated,
and had a basement and parish hall
added underneath.

The church’s pipe organ was ac-
quired from Trinity Lutheran Church
of Faribaulti in the winter of 1918.
Built by the Barckhoff Organ com-
pany in Ohio in 1885, it cost $650
when purchased new; Immanuel was
able to purchase it for $275 from
Trinity Lutheran Church of Faribault.
It is interesting to note that pastor sal-
aries at the church in the 1880s
ranged from $350 to $500 a year.

Church member Phil Marquardt,
76, the generations of whose family
have attended the church since the
1800s, shares a piece of family lore.
Marquardt’s grandfather was among
those who helped move the organ
and occasionally repeated the story
of transporting the impressive instru-
ment, about 8 feet wide, 6 feet deep
and 12 feet tall, over snow on a
horse-drawn sled. “He always said it
was ‘colder than a well-digger’s giz-
zard,” ” remembers Phil. “And there
they were, all struggling to get this
giant thing safely across the country-
side.”

Almost a personality to itself and
older than most parts of the church
building, the vintage organ was re-
stored in 1992 at a cost of $12,000.
Its rich sounds continue to resonate
at every service. Although church
members have been told the instru-
ment would sell for $60,000 or more,
its resale value is of no importance.
“We’re not quite done with it yet,”
says Phil.

Agreeing with him are his brother
Len Marquardt, 71, and the congre-
gation’s oldest member, Eldora
Krause, 94. All three agree that the
organ, the congregation’s reputation
for singing, and the rich history of
the church band are central to the at-
tachment they feel to Immanuel.

The three have all been members

lot of time in prayer asking for
rain, but God has continued to
bless, and we see His care for us.
I think the hard part is waiting to
see His blessing and provision.

James 1:16-18 reminds us of
how God works in the world.

16 Don't be deceived, my dear
brothers.17 Every good and perfect
gift is from above, coming down
from the Father of the heavenly
lights, who does not change like
shifting shadows.18 He chose to
give us birth through the word of
truth, that we might be a kind of
first fruits of all he created.

We are told not to be deceived
by what is going on around us, in
the waiting don’t be deceived that
God is not at work, in the busy-
ness of harvest don’t be deceived
that God has not provided enough,
in the work don’t be deceived that
it is too hard. God has given us
time of waiting, busy-ness, work to
remind us that He is giving us what
we need, not necessarily what we
want. He will teach us patience,
rest, and how to ask for help.

An over abundance of apples
may not be what we wanted, but it
was what God provided to us. We
are able to eat, preserve, and bless
others, but we were not able to do
it alone and it was what we needed
to do. He gives us these perfect
gifts in His timing as a testimony
to His faithfulness and reminder of
His loving care of us. Whether it
is a blessing of too many apples or
too dry a summer, God is teaching
us to praise Him for His work and
provision as He teaches us to be
more like Him in all things.

He is working these things out
for our benefit, so that we may de-
clare to the world through our
praise see this is God’s work. Just
like that pot of cider will declare
that it is apple season and fall, our
actions and words declare how
much or how little we have faith in
God’s good work.

at Immanuel for about the same
length of time: Phil and Len since
birth and Eldora since marrying area
farmer Harold Krause in 1948. Each
has been very active. Among them
they have taught decades worth of
Sunday School, cleared miles worth
of sidewalk, thrown enough “dart-
ball” darts to sink a ship and, per-
haps, played years’ worth of music.

Eldora comments, “I really enjoy
coming to church. I hear the word of
God, everybody is friendly. It’s a
place of worship with the liturgy and
the singing.”

Eldora’s arrival was just prior to
the closing of the church school and
the construction of the church base-
ment. She remembers a time when
women all wore hats to church—and
when the women and children sat on
the south side of the building and the
men on the north.

Though Phil and Len were chil-
dren through those years, they recall
family members explaining the cus-
tom. The church had a wood heater
located at the southeast corner of the
ground floor in those days. Between
the location of the heat and the chill-
ing effects of a north wind, that
meant the temperature on the south
side was more comfortable.

“They were being considerate,”
observes Phil. “It wasn’t any sort of
prejudice or anything.”

Like Eldora, Len says he feels very
comfortable in the church. The
friendly atmosphere, the music, and
his long history make him feel “al-
most more comfortable here than at
home.”

He relates an uncle’s story from
the time of wood heat, saying that it
was his job to come well before serv-
ice times and start the fire. Given the
dusty nature of burning wood, it was
also his task to dust the church pews
as the building grew warmer.

“Once, I guess, he was running a
little short on time,” recalls Len. “So
he only dusted the seats, not the
backrests. Well, when service was
over he saw from his seat near the
back that everyone standing up had
lines of dust below their shoulders.

“That was the last time he let him-

CHURCH FAMILY - Members of Immanuel Lutheran Church of Freedom Township on a recent
Sunday morning. Below: The church organ was built in 1885. Its rich tones fill the church every

Sunday.

self run late—or at least so he
claimed.”

The three interviewees seem to
agree there are certain things central
to who Immanuel’s members are as
a congregation.

One is the annual “Mission festi-
val.” Taking place outdoors in a
church members’ grove during the
summer, the festival is one of few re-
maining from a decades-long, re-
gion-wide tradition. Phil, Len, and
some of their family members play
trumpet in the intergenerational band
which accompanies the outdoor
event. They have, probably, dozens
of family members from prior gener-
ations who traveled many miles to be
part of festivals sponsored by other
churches.

Mentioning yet another uncle, Len
describes being on a drive with him
far from home when the uncle
pointed at a stand of trees and de-
clared, “I played in a mission festival
there.” Still kept at Phil’s home are a
variety of music books from those
times. “It was complicated, demand-
ing music,” he comments.

“We’re long on tradition,” admits
Phil as he mentions the congrega-
tion’s Christian education program.
He, Len and Eldora all comment on
how the Sunday School Christmas
pageant, always held on Christmas
Eve, is near and dear to the members’
hearts. After all, Phil and Len were
once participants, as were Eldora’s
children. The subsequent generations
have followed. The church is fes-

Pioneer photos by Deb Bently

tively decorated, complete with a tree
which reaches nearly to the 15-foot-
high ceiling. Both the children and
the congregation take their turns
singing.

Also an important tradition is the
annual Vacation Bible School ses-
sion, held in the summer and fol-
lowed by a children’s program. “It’s

very satisfying and enjoyable,” Len
continues. “We’re extremely proud
of our VBS. “The way it connects
our kids to the word of God is life
changing.”

“These are all things that are
really, really special to us,” says Phil.
“We’re grateful and proud that we
have been able to keep them going.”
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CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH
2200 4th St NE, Waseca
507-835-2235
Service times 9:30 a.m.

0 %k %
4TH STREET EVANGELICAL CHURCH
605 4th St NE, Waseca
507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew Isker)
Worship Sundays 10 a.m
* % %

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
801 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-3167
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m.

* ¥ £

CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN
CHURCH
309 6th St NE, Waseca
507-835-9176
Worship Sundays traditional 8:30 a.m., 9:45
a.m. Sunday School/Fellowship; 10:45 a.m.
contemporary service
% %k %

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
401 3rd Ave NE, Waseca
507-833-1703
Sundays 9:00 a.m.

* k%

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
314 4th Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-2647
Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m.

* * *

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
503 2nd Ave NE, Waseca
507-835-4548 (office email: 1cwaseca@hicko-
rytech.net)

Worship Sunday 10 a.m.

* %k

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 E EIm Ave, Waseca
507-835-1709
Worship Sunday 9 a.m.
¥ * £

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH
111 4th St NW, Waseca
507-835-1222
Worsihp Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sundays 8:00 and
10:00 a.m., weekdays 8:30 a.m. Tues., Wed. and
Fri., 7:00 a.m. Thurs.

* ok ok
REAL LIFE CHURCH
620 W Elm Ave, Waseca
507-607-8245
Sundays 9 and 10:30 a.m.
¥ * ES

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST LATTER-
DAY SAINTS
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca
507-835-4640
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m.
¥ * ES

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
1221 8th St SE, Waseca
507-835-2213

Sunday worship 10:45 a.m., 6:00 p.m.
ok %

CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca
507-833-1082
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun Evening 6:00
p.m., Wed. evening 6:30 p.m.
ES ¥ *

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

New Richland, Minnesota

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, Choir and
Choir; 10:30 a.m. Worship
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship

ES * *

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Otisco, Minnesota
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship
* * *
TRINITY EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Mary Iverson
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, Sunday
School; 10 a.m. Coffee
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirmation; 7 p.m.
Council meeting
£ £ *
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Pamela Jensen
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship
* * *
LESUEUR RIVER
LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. Sunday
School
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting
* ok ok

VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota
Pastor Dan Kordahl
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship
* * *

VISTA EVANGELICAL

COVENANT CHURCH

New Richland, Minnesota

Brian Schanil Pastor
Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. Sunday
School
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe Ministry, 1-3
p-m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires and Yard Games, 6 p.m.
until dark
£ ¥ *
ALL SAINTS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
New Richland, Minnesota

J
Daniel .

Johnson
ACCOUNTING

LLC

115 North State Street, Waseca, MN
(507) 201-2484

Our Services
Financial Planning
Accounting Services

Bookkeeping

Payroll Services

Tax Planning & Preparation
Return Preparation Services

Estate and Trust Planning

Father Brian Mulligan
Saturday - 5 p.m. Mass
* £ £
FIRST LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
Waldorf, Minnesota
Rev. Michael Mathews, pastor
Sundays: Worship 8 a.m.; 9:10 a.m. Sunday
School and adult bible class
* * *

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Freedom Township
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
* ok *
ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Pastor Ava Adams-Morris
Waldorf, Minnesota
Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship
* % *
ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC
Waldorf, Minnesota
Father Brian Mulligan
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship
* £ £
TRINITY LUTHERAN
‘Wilton Township
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor
Sunday — 10:30 a.m. Worship
* * *

THE CHURCH of JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Brad Donner, Branch President
Waseca, Minnesota
www.lds.org
Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.; 11:20 a.m.
Sunday School
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activities, ages 12-
1
8 * * *
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
412 N. Main Street, Janesville
Interhim Pastor
Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m. Worship
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible Class, 10:00
a.m. Worship
* * *

JANESVILLE UNITED METHODIST

PERSONALIZED

PRINTING
SAPPAREL

Barb & Mark Buker

100 S. STATE ST - WASECA MN
PHONE: (507) 835-7565
INFO@PPRINTWASECA.COM

MULTIPART FORMS, LABELS,

CHURCH
401 N. West St., Janesville
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship
£ ¥ *

BLOOMING GROVE UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH
43089 180th St., Morristown
Pastor Kathy King
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Summer worship hours,
(10:45 a.m. Worship, winter)
* ok ok

ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH
307 W. 2nd St, Janesville
10 a.m. - Mass
* * *
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 Owen St., Janesville

Pastor Sarah Krolak
* * *

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL CHURCH
Alma City, Minnesota
Vacancy
Sunday = 1 p.m. Worship

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Smiths Mill, Minnesota
Vacancy
Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship
* * *
NORTH WASECA LUTHERAN CHURCH
ELCA
404 30 120th St. Waseca
Pastor Sarah Krolak
507-234-6463
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Second sunday
“Young at heart”
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirmation
k0 ok ok
NOTE: CHANGES IN CHURCH CAL-
ENDARS MUST BE MADE BY NOTIFICA-
TION FROM A MEMBER OF THE
CONGREGATION TO THE WASECA
COUNTY PIONEER.

WE PRINT

BUSINESS CARDS, SIGNS,
BROCHURES, PACKAGING,

ENVELOPES, POSTCARDS,
EVENT TICKETS, FLYERS,
ADVERTISING, CARDS,
...AND EVERYTHING ELSE!

& DESIGN
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100 Years Back - 1923

On Friday the editor was privileged to look over the new and splen-
didly equipped garage recently completed by Christenson Brothers. The
location is the former Rickerman livery barn, which has been, through
a complete process of transformation until it now assumes the attire of
a highly polished and strictly up-to-date business establishment.

The first football game of the season ended rather disastrously for the
local team Saturday afternoon, when the fast Mankato high school team
took the long end of sixty to nothing score. The Mankato school has an
exceptionally strong team this year and the light, green Janesville team
was no match for them. The Janesville lineup: Swanson, L. E.; Miller,
L. T.; Trahms, L. G.; Joyce, C.; Hess, L. G.; Glynn, R. G.; Strunk, R.
E.; Glynn, H. B.; Hartwich, H. B.; Foley, Q. B.; Paddock, F. B.

Mr. Chas. Reynolds has purchased, through the L. W. Converse Land
Co., a 120 acre farm of Mr. Fred Strouss.

Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Gruber, Edith Gallagan, T. A. Simmons and J.
Bignal of Elysian were in Janesville Monday.

Herman Arnoldt has been engaged the last week or two in erecting a
fine bee house for Emil Hofmann. It is reported to be the finest in the
state, or for that matter in the United States.

Walfrid Nyquist, son of Hon. Nels Nyquist, who has been in Janesville
several weeks on a leave of absence, left Friday for New York to resume
his duties as ensign on one of America's big battleships.

Otto Rippe, who operated a grocery store in Janesville and who was
recently succeeded by W. 1. Booth, left Friday for Wells, where he goes
to take charge of the Farmers Cooperative store in that place.

75 Years Back - 1948

The Janesville Hearty Workers 4-H clubs No. 1 and 2 met with Keith
and Lou Ann Born on Monday evening, Sept. 27. Election of officers
was held as follows: Joan Gardner was reelected as president; Kathryn
Galler, secretary; and Lou Ann Born, treasurer.

A group of relatives and friends gathered at the Garold Probach home
on Sunday to help Mr. and Mrs. Probach celebrate their 15th wedding
anniversary with a picnic dinner. Those present were: Mr. and Mrs. Er-
nest More, Sr.; Mr. and Mrs. Art More and family, Mrs. Jessie Johnson
of Mapleton, Mr. and Mrs. Erwin Jones, Mrs. Etta Jones, Mr. and Mrs.
R. Kogle and Mr. and Mrs. William More of Mankato, Mr. and Mrs.
Wm. Minkle of Good Thunder and Mr. and Mrs. George Roeker of Alma
City.

Mrs. C. T. Cook, Mrs. Emil Kraske, Mrs. Fred Rollins, Mrs. Fred
Rosenau and Mrs. Elmer Lentz went to the Harold Rosenquist home on
Friday to visit Mrs. Victor Severson.

Mr. and Mrs. E. G. Zimmerman returned home Thursday evening
from East Aurora, New York, where they spent the past three weeks vis-
iting their daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Danielson and family.

The Janesville Busy Fingers Home Demonstration Group will meet
with Mrs. John Koehler on Wednesday afternoon, Oct. 13.

Mrs. Arnold Arndt and daughter, Margie, of St. Mary's and Mrs. Her-
bert Kopischke of Alton township called on Mrs. Henry A. Kopischke
Thursday afternoon.

50 Years Back - 1973

The six standing girls will be vying for the title of 1973 Homecoming
Queen next week. They are, left to right: Vicki Wolff, Helen Jewison,
Deb Erdman, Carol Bergmann, Sheryl Westphal and Judy Osborne.
Their attendants, kneeling, are Betty Wheelock, Beth Lundquist, and
Cheryl Erdman.

Lloyd Simon, owner of Simon Pharmacy, will officially take over the
presidency of the Janesville Area Chamber of Commerce October 24.
Simon succeeds Dave Pope in the position.

Mrs. Max Miller and Mrs. Clara Schneider of Wheaton, and Mr. and
Mrs. Art Stankey visited Charles and Irene Wandrie. They also visited
Alfred Miller at the Janesville Nursing Home and Mrs. Marie Wandrie
at the Colonial Manor at Waterville.

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Schwab of St. Peter were Sunday dinner guests of
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Klinkhammer. Other afternoon visitors were Mr.
and Mrs. Francis Schwab and Mary.

Jeff Peterson of Minneapolis was a Sunday afternoon guest of his
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. James Jensen. They all attended the chicken
supper at the United Methodist Church.

25 Years Back - 1998

On Thursday, Oct. 1, Eileen Jewison became the new owner of Grass
Roots Floral and Gifts located at 110 N. Main St., Janesville.

The Federal Reserve began issuing redesigned $20 notes on Thursday,
Sept. 24. The new notes will be available to the public in the days and
weeks to follow.

The JWP girls' cross country team swept the top three spots in winning
the Montgomery Fun Run Thursday, their fourth straight win this sea-
son.

JWP Homecoming Queen and King, Brooke Barbknecht and
Mitch Gahler, were crowned during festivities on Monday, Oct. 5.

Preserved on
microfilm until ‘48

100 Years Back - 1923

The doors of the new $100,000 Sacred Heart parochial school were open
to the public for the first time this morning. The school has a capacity to
care for between 350 and 400 pupils. It will be conducted by the Franciscan
Sisters, who will begin school work next Wednesday morning.

At the annual meeting of the Lakeside Club held at the club house on the
north shore of Clear Lake, the following directors were chosen for the en-
suing year: W. A. Zetterberg, C. W. Hartwich, E. O. Herter and R. P. Ward.

Judge Senn has made an order in the Vivian-Dunbar bridge controversy
which promises to settle a matter which has been in dispute for years. The
creek doubles at the county line and the heavy floods wash out the dirt at
the bridge. Judge Senn has suggested that a new channel be cut and a new
bridge built, the cost of which would be borne equally by both townships,
Dunbear in Faribault county and Vivian in Waseca county.

Somebody took Dr. Davidson's hat by mistake at Smith's restaurant last
Wednesday noon. He would like to get it back. His initials are on the inside
band.

Mr. and Mrs. O. E. Root and the Misses Nina Clement and O. Dorothy
Anderson were visitors in Mankato on Wednesday afternoon.

Rev. Miller went to the Twin Cities yesterday morning on a business trip
and he visited his daughter, Miss Helen, at Hamline University.

Arthur M. Latham was in the city over Sunday visiting his mother, Mrs.
E. P. Latham and renewing old acquaintances. He states the old town is im-
proving in appearance and shows signs of progress.

75 Years Back - 1948

Front pages of Waseca's new twice a week newspaper will be preserved
on microfilm and placed in the Century Vault in the cornerstone of the new
Minneapolis Star and Tribune building. They will be placed in a time cap-
sule to be opened in the year 2048.

The Monday Study Club began its forty-fourth year when it met Monday
afternoon at the home of Mrs. Chas. Leuthold. This meeting was designated
as annual guest day. Twenty-eight members and as many guests attended.

The Waseca County Board of Commissioners went on record Tuesday
favoring the pending gas tax amendment to be submitted to the voters at
the November election. A state-wide network of 23,000 miles of dustless--
concrete or bituminous--state and county highways is in prospect within a
dozen years, providing the voters approve the constitutional amendment to
give the counties one-half instead of one-third of the state gas receipts.

Mrs. Stanley Peterson, Mrs. Harold Welander, Mrs. Hugo Frisk, Mrs.
Arvid Swenson, Mrs. Virgil Johnson, Mrs. Emmanuel Swenson, Miss Edith
Swenson and Miss Hazel McColby were entertained at a coffee party at the
Frank Swenson home Wednesday evening.

Mrs. Ross Marple and Mrs. Clyde Stewart of New Richland and Mrs. A.
B. Anderson of Hartland were dinner guests of Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Turtness
on Thursday.

Mr. and Mrs. Don Sandry moved from Willmar to Waseca Sept. 18 and
are making their home at Elk's Park. Don Sandry is employed with his
brother at the Sandry Bros Dirt and Gravel Pit.

50 Years Back - 1973

Waseca County Sheriff's officers, Waseca police, Janesville police and
the Blue Earth Co. Sheriff's Department participated in a high-speed chase
last night in Waseca and Janesville. The person was apprehended and Sheriff
Donald Eustice is investigating the incident today.

Ruth Hermel, 22, a licensed practical nurse at Waseca Memorial Hospital
for the past three years, has been accepted in the Peace Corps for service in
the Ivory Coast of West Africa.

Letters of Commendation honoring them for their high performance on
the 1972 Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test-National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test have been awarded to three students at Waseca High
School: Karl Converse, Brent Larson and Janice Sutter.

Gary and Judy Littrell, owners and operators of Littrell TV and Appli-
ances in New Richland, recently relocated their business in the City of
Waseca. The couple opened for business Monday in the Joe Wheelock
building, adjacent to the Haberdashery on South State Street.

Still undefeated is the Bluejay girls tennis team with a big 6-0 win
over Faribault Tuesday. Front row, left to right are: Karen Maki, Cindy
Fowler, Barb Monahan and Kris Fog. Back row: Coach Mildred Schal-
lert, Becky Oelke, Chris Lewer, Mary Miller and Mary Jeddeloh.

25 Years Back - 1998

Members of the Waseca branch of the Owatonna Figure Skating Club
are, front from left: Katie Monahan, Molly Byron, Hannah Byron and Han-
nah Flor. Back: Kathy Melcher, Katie Flor, Sarah Schultz, Meghan Flor,
Paige Snow, Mackenzie Koble, Meghan Monahan and Sophia Tuttle. Not
pictured are Brittany Maas, Amber Mulcahey and Amanda Ulfers.

The Business Education Department is proud to award Student of the
Week to Missy Kunz for the week of Sept. 28. She is the daughter of Alan
and Barb Kunz of Waseca.

Waseca High School Homecoming queen candidates are: Molly Arnold,
Kim Cole, Melissa Cummins, Tiffany Dennis, Kim Piche and Melissa
Weber. Homecoming king candidates are: Reid Bartelt, Brady Clemons,
Jeff Kuchenbecker, L. J. Smith, B. J. Sommers and Jake Spies.

Compiled by Jessica Lutgens

Looking Back (New Richland)

100 Years Back - 1923

A telephone message from Matawan Thursday morning carried
the information that C. O. Klingbeil, cashier of the Matawan Cit-
izens State Bank, had received the 48 shares of stock owned byC.
H. Draper of Wells, and that negotiations were already under way
whereby these 48 shares would be taken up at once by farmers of
the Matawan community. Mr. Draper was one of the large stock
holders of the Wells Bank which was closed by order of the state
bank examiner last week.

Dr. and Mrs. R. C. Williams are nicely settled in their completely
modern home on south Broadway recently purchased of J. M.
Johnston.

Twenty-two hundred and seventy-eight dollars was the cost of
the new pup installed by the village of New Richland and operated
for the first time Tuesday.

Pat Morrissey has been assisting at Meland’s barber shop at El-
lendale this week during the absence of Bert Helland.

It is reported from Luther Academy at Albert Lea that the be-
ginning of the third week the school year finds 107 young people
in actual attendance. This is an increase of over 20 per cent over
the enrollment of last year. The following young people from the
vicinity of New Richland are students at the Academy: Ella Amley
and Alma Kofstad, members of the senior class; Ella Kofstad, jun-
ior; Clarissa Amley, sophomore.

Two unusually large apples on display at the Star Office have
been attracting considerable attention. The apples measure 15 and
15 Y5 inches in circumference and were raised by Henry Michae-
lis.

77 Years Back - 1946

We understand that a stretch of highway entirely new is under
construction, extending from the Partridge school house to a point
several miles west in Byron township. It is a county aid road and
will serve several farmers in that part of the county conveniently.

The following is a list of men who are to report for their prein-
duction physical examination on Oct. 8: Gerald H. Nichtern,
Waseca; Ralph L. Herbst, New Richland; Harvey A. Mittelsteadt,
Janesville; Norman F. Stangler, Waterville; Wallace L. Hanson,
Waseca; Harvey E. Berg, New Richland; Donald A. Schroeder,
Waldorf; Clifford F. Dorn, Otisco.

Friday evening Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Keen and Miss Elsie Krueger
joined Mr. and Mrs. John Gudenburg and daughters, Janet and
Joyce, and Mrs. Ellen Tenneson at the Milford Rugroden home
near Hartland.

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Gifford and family of near Elysian, Mr.
and Mrs. Irvin Born and family of near Waseca, Mr. and Mrs. Stan-
ley Shurson of Albert Lea and Miss Harriet Shurson of Minnea-
polis were entertained at dinner at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Christ
Shurson, Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. 1. C. Hinkley, Mr. and Mrs. Earl Johnson and Ron-
ald, and Miss Wehler of Freeborn, Mr. and Mrs. Hans Jacobson of
Wells and Mr. and Mrs. Lester Young and children of Alden were
dinner guests at the Mrs. Sam Jacobson home Thursday evening.

50 Years Back - 1973

In one of the greatest majorities ever recorded in a vote for a
public building, New Richland village citizens went to the polls
Tuesday and when all was said and done and ballots counted, the
vote stood at 300 for the construction of a nursing home here by
Colonial Manors and but 10 against it.

L. A. Ewert, Waldorf’s postmaster, received the Order of the
Vest at the National Postmaster’s convention at Dallas, Texas last
Thursday evening. Mr. Ewert has been postmaster at Waldorf for
the past 22 years.

New Richland-Hartland Kindergarten children enjoyed a
ride in the Waseca County and New Richland village patrol
cars Monday. They are pictured climbing into the autos with
Deputy Sheriff Pieper and POlice Officer Leo Nissen.

Mrs. Oliver Roesler and Marcia and Mrs. Edgar Peterson spent
Thursday evening at the home of Mrs. Lillie Walstrom at Waseca
going to see the wedding gifts of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Boots (Julie
Walstrom).

Sunday, Mr. and Mrs. Lester Demmer entertained at a birthday
party for their daughter, Dawn’s, 11th birthday: Mrs. Lester
Demmer, Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Armstrong and Mr. and Mrs. Bill
Demmer all of Albert Lea, Mr. and Mrs. Neuman Riskedahl and
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Haug and Mr. and Mrs. John Dahl.

25 Years Back - 1998
The junior class topped the NRHEG Homecoming float

competition Friday with, “Hey Slick, We Got the Brick”. Rid-
ing in the parade in New Richland with the Bulldog were Mis-
sie Wayne, Heather Wayne and Missy Lonning.

NRHEG’s gridiron squad defeated JWP 25-6 in their homecom-
ing game Friday night, their defense bending just once early in the
first quarter when the Bulldogs scored their only touchdown of
the game.

The Panther boys’ Cross Country team topped the meet at Wa-
terville, September 29, with 15 points. Leading the local boys’
squad was Alex Barnett, who ran the distance in 21:31 to place
fifth. Joel Eastvold and David Halbakken finished seventh and
eighth, Rob Sanders ninth, and Adrian Barnett and Kevin Kyte
10th and 11th.
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Mark and Jennifer Pearce. Jade Dau-
chel is from France; hosting her are
Neil and Ann Johannsen.

The night’s junior attendants were
the first members of royalty to be in-
troduced: Izzy Gilson, daughter of
Mary and Nora Gilson; Milo DeW-
ees, son of Matt and Laura DeWees

Brief biographies of the seniors
were provided as they processed to
the front.

Cecelia Bjerke, daughter of Chad
and Tara Bjerke, escorted by Jack
Anderson, son of Chad and Julie An-
derson.

Cecelia participates in Business
Professionals of America (BPA), stu-

dent council, and yearbook. She is a
football and basketball cheerleader,
the color guard staff manager, and a
member of Grace Lutheran Church.
Cecelia works at Keen Bank, Straw-
berries and Cream and Johnny G’s
tea.

Jack is involved in cross country,
swim team, and adapted bowling. He
is a member of the Special Olympics
Track and Field team, Minnesota
Wild Special Hockey, and Boy Scout
Troop 85.

Hannah LaCroix, daughter of Bob
and Jen LaCroix escorted by Ahmed
Farooq son of Atif Bhatti and Fark-
handa Atif

Hannah is a member of the Minne-
sota Honor Society and is student
council vice president. She plays
softball, is a drum major for the
Waseca Marching Jays, and is a
member of St. Paul’s Lutheran

Church.

Ahmed plays trumpet in the
marching band, is on the tennis team
and works at Climate by Design In-
ternational.

Ella Krautkramer, daughter of
Amy Krautkramer, escorted by An-
drew Robran, son of Todd and Britta
Robran.

Ella is involved in soccer, basket-
ball, band, BPA and the Fellowship
of Christian Athletes (FCA). She is a
member of the Minnesota Honor So-
ciety and of Grace Lutheran Church.
Andrew is a football captain. He is
on the basketball and track teams,
participates in FCA, and is a member
of the Minnesota Honor Society. He
attends Christ Community Church,
where he is on the student leadership
team and is a member of the youth
group. Andrew works at Pizza Ranch
and Havan Hills Golf course; he is an

avid golfer.

Evelyn O’Brien, daughter of Ben
and Ria O’Brien, escorted by Kaeden
Johnson, son of Larry and Linda
Johnson. Evelyn is the senior class
president. She is a captain with both
the volleyball and track teams, and
participates in choir. She is a member
of the Minnesota Honor Society and
is on the Minnwest Junior Board.
Evelyn is a member of Sacred Heart
Church. - Kaeden is a captain of the
football team, is on the track team,
and is a member of Sacred Heart
Church.

Ava Omtvedt, daughter of Aaron
and Carol Omtvedt, escorted by
Thomas Mens, son of.Brad and Lisa
Mens. Ava is a cheerleader and is
part of the marching band color gu-
jard. She is a member of the Minne-
sota Honor Society, is a member of

Janesville United Methodist Church,
and serves on the Minnwest Junior
Board.. -Thomas is involved in
marching band, symphonic band and
Bluejay band. He is a member of
Trinity Lutheran Church in Wilton.

Addison Wiesler, daughter of Pat-
rick and Tania Wieseler, escorted by
Eli Miller, son of Jason and Caroline
Miller. Addison participates in
band/marching band, choir, drama
productions, BPA, soccer and basket-
ball. She is the Student Council Pres-
ident, is a member of the Minnesota
Honor Society and attends Grace Lu-
theran Church. Eli is a member of
Grace Lutheran Church where he is
involved with the youth group. He
serves on the Minnwest Bank Junior
Board and is involved with student
council and BPA. He works at the
Waseca Waterpark.

Following a shoutout to all fall ac-
tivities, Select Choir sang, “Seasons
of Change” arranged by Roger Emer-
son and “Home” arranged by Greg
Gilpin.

The Marching Jays then per-
formed music from their 2023 pro-
duction entitled “Nova!”

Next, Waseca High School Princi-
pal Jason Miller invited Jeanne
Swanson, who recently celebrated
her 50th class reunion with the class
of 1974, to crown the new king and
queen. Swanson was a longtime as-
sistant principal and later principal at
WHS.

After the crowning of this year’s
royalty, many, many photos were
taken before the night’s homecoming
dance concluded the evening.

Friday’s events concluded the
week-long celebration with a pepfest
and a parade, followed by an exciting
win by the football team.
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REALTOR
507-371-7064

jodiethompson@edinarealty.com
jodiethompson.edinarealty.com

OWNER
JAY LONGENEKER

507-380-6359

jaysautoserviceinc@gmail.com
228 3rd Ave N, Waldorf, MN 56091

Photos by Tristan Gehring and
Waseca High School Yearbook staff

Tesch Service Genter
Family-Owned Automotive Repair
» wheel alignments

* brake services

* suspension repairs 321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN

* towing & more! Call Us! (507) 835-4610
Call us today! teschservice@mediacombb.net

~ (2+O’Brien

P  TAX & ACCOUNTING
~_re
Matt O’Brien

212 15th Avenue NE Ph: 507-201-3820
Suite 1040 Fax: 507-201-3822
Waseca, MN 56093 email: matt@wmnta.com
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ANOTHER SHUTOUT — The Waseca High School football team blanked Tri-City United 56-0 for homecoming Friday, Oct. 6. At left, Laird Keeton (4) outruns defenders on the way to one of his

three touchdowns. At right, Jose Mixteco (23) runs the ball. Also pictured are Cody Weber (57) and Ben Hagen (50).

TOUGH YARDS — At left, the Bluejays’ Deron Russell (7) leaps over defenders for extra yardage. At right, Waseca’s Ethan Hiller
(5) and Wyatt Hager (46) bring down a TCU ball carrier.

BIG PLAY — At left, the Bluejays’ Nate Engel-Mueller (55) applies pressure to the TCU quarterback. At right, Engel-Mueller
records the sack while causing a fumble.

RUN STOPPERS — The Bluejays’ Ben Hagen (55) and Carter Ellis (6) team to thwart
a TCU ball carrier.

HIGH AND DRY — Laird Keeton goes
high in the air for a pass reception, which
he turned into a touchdown.

FIVE IN A ROW — The WHS football team made it five straight victories Friday, Oct. 6. At left, Damarius Russell (3) runs the ball.
In the middle, Carter Ellis tackles a TCU receiver, causing a fumble. At right, Javonn Rodney (79) rushes the passer.

Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens

Bluejays blank
TCU 56-0 for
homecoming

Waseca wins fifth in a row

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

Anyone who calls themselves a
Waseca High School football fan
had to ask at least one question dur-
ing the past week.

How good can the Bluejays be
with standout senior Kaeden
Johnson sidelined for the rest of the
season?

If last Friday's homecoming game
is any indication, they'll be just as
explosive as ever.

Playing their first contest since
Johnson sustained a season-ending
knee injury the previous Friday on
artificial turf at Jordan, the Bluejays
picked up the slack and then some
while humbling Triton 56-0.

It was the fifth straight victory for
Waseca, which has shut out three of
its last five opponents and allowed
only one touchdown to the other.
The only team to beat the Jays,
Stewartville, remains undefeated
and is ranked No. 1 in the state in
Class AA.

Almost as importantly on Friday,
Marshall  shocked previously
unbeaten and Class AAA No. 3
rated Fairmont 37-13.

The Bluejays, currently ranked
No. 4 in the state in Class AAA,
blanked Marshall 28-0 Sept. 15.
Waseca plays Friday at winless
Albert Lea, and finishes the regular
season Wednesday, Oct. 18 at
Fairmont for what in all likelihood
will determine the top seed in the
section tournament, which begins
Oct. 24.

As dominant as the Bluejays were
on offense against TCU, the defense
may have performed better, holding
the Titans to a negative 25 yards of
offense for the night.

Sophomore quarterback Jordan
Johnston threw for 258 yards and
five touchdowns in the first half. He
finished 11-for-13, an 84.6-percent
efficiency, and did not throw an
interception.

Laird Keeton was one of several
Waseca players to step up, catching
three passes for 117 yards and three
touchdowns. Carson  Ohnstad
returned an interception for a touch-
down.

"It was a fun night, a fun home-
coming," said Waseca coach Brad
Wendland. "Defensively, we knew
we'd have a good chance to shut
them down."

And Wendland was pleased by
the production of the offense and
the Bluejays' big-play capability.

"We lost KJ, and you're not going
to replace him with just one guy,”
said Wendland.

Several Bluejays stepped up:
Keeton, Johnston, Ohnstad and
Deron Russell, to name a few.

The Jays led 14-0 after one quar-
ter on touchdown passes of 34 yards
to Keeton and 19 yards to Ohnstad.

Waseca scored four times in the
second quarter and led 56-0 after
three. Reserves played most of the
second half.

“We were really clicking there in
the second quarter,” said Wendland.

How smothering was the
Bluejays' defense in the second
half? TCU's possessions ended with
five punts, two fumbles and a

Johnston Ohnstad

De.Russell Veroeven

turnover on downs.

Russell, a sophomore, caught six
passes for 109 yards.

Waseca totaled 410 yards of
offense. An area the Bluejays would
like to see improvement is penalties
as they were whistled 11 times for
96 yards.

Matthew Veroeven was one of the
defensive leaders with five solo
tackles and three assists.

“We’re just going to get as good
as we can possibly get,” said
Wendland. “We’ll go one practice,
one week at a time.”

Waseca 56, Tri-City United 0
TCU 0o 0 0 0—0
WAS 14 28 14 0—56
First Quarter
WAS — Keeton 34 pass from Johnston
(Allen-Haas run)
WAS — Ohnstad 19 pass from Johnston
(run failed)
Second Quarter
WAS — Da.Russell 35 run (Hulscher
kick)
WAS — Keeton 29 pass from Johnston
(Hulscher kick)
WAS — Keeton 54 pass from Johnston
(Hulscher kick)
WAS — Ohnstad 3 pass from Johnston
(Hulscher kicfk)
Third Quarter
WAS — Ohnstad 24 interception return
(Hulscher kick)
WAS — Allen-Haas 23 run (Hulscher
kick)
Fourth Quarter

No scoring
TCU WAS
First downs 3 11
Rushing 29 —41 34-142
Passing 2-10, 16 11-13, 258
Total Yds. —25 410
Penalties 2-15 11-96
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

Rushing — WAS: Allen-Haas 4-44;
Da.Russell 2-33; Mixteco 6-22; Roeker 4-18;
Johnston 4-18; Quillen 1-12; De.Russell 1 -2;
Glynn 1-11; Rohl 2-3; Siler 2 -1; Ludwig 1 -
2; Root 1 -6; TCU: Holicky 3-32; O’Keefe 5-
6; Blaschko 3 —1; Neubauer 1 —S5; Chimal
5 —8; Flintrop 4 —17

Passing - WAS: Johnston 11-13, 258;
TCU: Glende 2-10, 16

Receiving — WAS: Keeton 3-117;
De.Russell 6-109; Ohnstad 2-22; TCU:
Vosejpka 1-8; Holicky 1-8

Waseca Defense — Ludwig 1 tackle;
Da.Russell 1 assist; Hiller 1 tackle, 1 assists;
Ellis 3 tackles, 4 assists; De.Russell 1 assist;
Ohnstad 1 assist, 1 interception; Quillen 2
tackles, 2 assists; Mixteco 2 tackles;
Mansfield 1 tackle, 1 assist; Root 1 tackle;
Selthun 2 tackles, 3 assists; Rupe 3 tackles;
Glynn 1 tackle; Veroeven 5 tackles, 3 assists;
Hager 1 assist; J.Thompson 1 tackle, 1 assist,
1 sack; N.Thompson 1 assist; N.Engel-
Mueller 1 tackle, 1 assist, 1 sack; Hodgkins 1
tackle; Norman 2 tackles; Stenzel 1 tackle, 1
assist; Rodriguez 1 assist; S.Engel-Mueller 3
tackles, 3 assists; Rodney 1 assist; Beck 1
assist; Jaschka 1 fumble recovery
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WHS soccer girls
take Big South title

The Waseca High School girls’
soccer team traveled to Byron
Monday, Oct. 2 to face one of the
section favorites.

The Bears proved too much for
the Lady Jays, taking the match by a
score of 5-0.

“We made an adjustment to the
formation by putting Evelyn
(Nydegger) back into a defender
position,” said Waseca head coach
Phil Bulfer. “And it worked for
about 20 minutes. She made several
stops and cleared many attacks that
Byron attempted. Our keeper had an
incredible game going in the first
half as well, making several impres-
sive saves. But, in the end, we just
didn't have the team speed to match
theirs.”

The following evening, with the
conference title on the line, the
Lady Jays traveled to Madelia to
take on the Wings. The result was
an 8-0 win on a windy and wet
evening. Nydegger led the team in
scoring with two goals and one
assist. Addison Wieseler, Angelica

Lopez, Ashley Sanchez, Gabby
Lopez, Reese Rodriguez, Ella
Krautkremer also added goals, with
Angelica contributing an assist as
well. Keeper Ella Bulfer repelled
four shots on goal.

The win gives Waseca a final
record of 10-1-1 in the Big South
Conference, placing the Bluejays at
the top of the conference standings
with 31 points. (Source = MN
Soccer Hub - the Star Tribune
https://www.mnsoccerhub.com/pag
¢/show/8060020-waseca)

“This was a nice way to close out
the regular season,” said Coach
Bulfer. “Having 10 wins in such a
competitive conference is a testa-
ment to how hard these girls have
worked all season. Now we move
on to the section playoffs.

The Lady Jays, seeded fourth,
opened the first round of Section
1AA at home vs. Northfield on
Tuesday Oct. 10, winning 1-0. They
play Friday, Oct. 13 at 7 p.m. at top-
seeded Winona.

CONFERENCE CHAMPS — The Waseca High School girls’ soccer team took the Big South Conference title last week with an 8-
0 win at Madelia. Pictured against Byron are Ella Krautkremer (8) and the Bluejays’ Evelyn Nydegger (3) and Mallory Bruhn (22).

Photos by Mackenzie Meuller

Sports in brief

NOBODY CLOSE — Waseca’s Isaac Fjeldkamp, left, cruises on his way to the boys’ championship in last week’s Waseca
Invitational at Lakeside Golf Course. At right is the Bluejays’ Callie Dufault.

Waseca CC teams host invitational

The Waseca High School cross
country teams finished second in the
Waseca Invitational Thursday, Oct.
5 at Lakeside Golf Club.

Faribault won the boys' meet with
32 points, followed by the Bluejays
with 52, WEM/JWP 68 and Tri-City
United 81. NRHEG and USC did
not field full squads.

The Bluejays' Isaac Feldkamp
dominated the boys' race, covering
five kilometers in 17:17.40 to finish
first overall. The second-place time
was 18:08.

Following for Waseca: Tristan
Goodwin, 14th, 19:26.4; Tanner
Hanson, 16th, 19:41.8; Tyler Jellum,
18th, 19:56.2; Colton Schroeder,
19th, 19:58.6; Bobby Mortenson,

25th, 21:02.5.

Placing for WEM/JWP: Wyatt
Jans, eighth, 18:46.8; Gavin Brown,
ninth, 18:65.7; Teagan Mulder, 20th,
20:00; Alex Kluve, 22nd, 20:08;
Maddox Mareno, 34th, 31:07.2.

NRHEG sophomores Devon
Nelton and Jacob Karl finished
fourth and fifth, respectively.

Faribault's girls won with 37
points. Waseca had 45, Maple River
86, Tri-City United 98, WEM/JWP
105.

Three Bluejays finished in the top
10. Eighth-grader Maren
Schimming was third in 20:02.8,
freshman Stella Omvedt was fifth in
20:15.8 and junior Callie Dufault
took sixth in 20:57.3. Taylor

Markeson finished 11th in 21:28.2
while Melanie Krueger-Eineke was
22nd in 23:13.8. Kelsey Draeger
was 26th in 23:43. Faribault junior
Brooklyn Becker won the race in
19:58.6.

WEM/JWP places: Mackenzie
Westphal, 10th, 21:20.8; Kwynn
Krause, 17th, 22:51.6; Lauren
White, 23rd, 23:16.6; Madi Miller,
28th, 24:19.4; Madeline Hoehn,
32nd, 25:03.4; Ellie Schlie, 38th,
26:45.3.

NRHEG seventh-grader Julieann
Wobbrock was eighth with a time of
21:12.3.

Waseca raced at Jordan Tuesday,
Oct. 10.

Feldkamp

finished second,

S

COREBOARD

Football
South Central White
Conf. Owv.
Waseca 3-0 5-1
Jordan 2-1 4-2
Tri-City United -1 33
Belle Plaine 0-2 1-5
Albert Lea 0-2 0-6
South Central Red
Conf. Ow.

Marshall 2-0 4-2
Fairmont 2-1 5-1
New Ulm 2-1 4-2
St. Peter 0-2 3-3
Worthington 0-2 1-5

Minnesota Class AAA Football Ratings

By MaxPreps

1. Stewartville 6-0
2. Annandale 6-0
3. Litchfield 5-1
4. Waseca 5-1
5. Dilworth-Glyndon-Felton 5-1
6. Dassel-Cokato 5-1
7. Esko 6-0
8. New London-Spicer 4-2
9. Fairmont/Martin Luther 5-1
10. Foley 4-2
11. Minneapolis North 5-1
12. Jordan 4-2
13. Rockford 5-1

14. Pequot Lakes 5-1

15. Morris Area/Chokio-Alberta 4-2
Mid Southeast West
Norwood-Young America 6-0 6-0
Gibbon-Fairfax-Winthrop 5-1 5-1
Mayer Lutheran 5-1 5-1
Lester Prairie 42 422
United South Central 42 42
Randolph 3-3 33
St. Clair/Mankato Loyola 3-3 33
Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton ~ 2-4 2-4
NRHEG 2-4 24
Cleveland -5 1-5
Waterville-Elysian-Morristown 1-5  1-5
Medford 0-6 0-6

Boys' Soccer
Big South Conference

Worthington 11-1 15-2
Marshall 11-1 12-5
New Ulm 7-4 8-5
Fairmont Area 4-7 5-8
St. Peter 4-8 4-11
Waseca 3-8 3-11-1

St. James/Windom/Madelia 0-11 1-13

Volleyball
Big South Conference - East
St. Peter 8-0 14-3
New Ulm 6-3 10-6
Waseca 6-3 85
Blue Earth Area 3-7 6-13
St. James Area 2-7 4-14
Fairmont 2-7 4-15

Big South Conference - West

Marshall 6-0 19-3
Redwood Valley 5-1 2422
Windom Area 42 16-9
Luverne 2-4  9-13
Jackson County Central 2-4 9-13
Worthington 2-4 11-14
Pipestone Area 0-6 1-20
Gopher Conference
Kenyon-Wanamingo 9-0 21-1
Bethlehem Academy 8-1 10-11
Randolph 6-3 13-8
Medford 6-3 11-6
Waterville-Elysian-Morristown  5-3  16-8
NRHEG 5-4 11-9
Hayfield 4-5 6-14
Triton 4-5 8-13
Maple River 3-6 11-12
Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton ~ 3-7 8-111
United South Central 1-8 6-15
Blooming Prairie 0-9 4-17

Girls' Soccer
Big South Conference Standings

St. Peter 9-0 13-1
Waseca 10-1 12-3
Marshall 6-3 6-5
New Ulm 6-4 6-8
Fairmont Area 4-7 4-11
Worthington 2-10 2-15
St. James/Windom/Madelia 0-12 0-15

Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens

nipped by 1 second. He clocked
17:02.1. Following were Schroeder,

54th, 19:19.2; Goodwin, 55th,
19:19.9; Jellum, 67th, 19:52.2;
Hanson, 76th, 20:08.1; and

Mortenson, 82nd, 20:38.2.

The WHS boys placed ninth
among 14 teams.

The Bluejay girls finished fifth.

Placewinners: Schimming, 12th,
20:44.3; Dufault, 18th, 21:01.1;
Omvedt, 29th, 21:19.2; Markeson,
32nd, 21:35.2; Krueger-Eineke,
52nd, 23:37.1; Quinn Yoder, 54th,
22:37.5; Draeger, 58th, 22:52.2.

Next up for the Bluejays is the
Big South Conference meet at
Marshall Friday, Oct. 27.

WHS volleyball team outlasts
LeSueur-Henderson in five

The Waseca High School volleyball team made a road trip to
LeSueur-Henderson Tuesday, Oct. 10 and outlasted the Giants 3-2.
Game scores in favor of the Bluejays were 15-25, 25-19, 25-20, 23-25,
15-8.

Siri Kuhns totaled 38 set assists. Aliyah Taylor had a team-high 14
kills, one more than Ellie Hoehn, while Evelyn O'Brien led the Jays
with five blocks. Takara Slattery had 20 digs, Kuhns and Hoehn 15
each.

The previous night, the Bluejays hosted New Ulm and lost 3-0, with
game scores of 25-22, 27-25, 25-18.

Individually: Kuhns 23 assists, 10 digs; Kelea Sartori 9 kills; Taylor
5 kills, 16 digs.

Waseca tennis girls eliminated
in opening round of section play

The No. 2-seeded Waseca High School girls' tennis team was elimi-
nated in the opening round of the Section 1A team tournament, falling
4-3 to No. 2 seed Cannon Falls at Rochester Monday.

The Bluejays took two singles matches, with sophomore Maddy
Benson winning 6-2, 6-4 at No. 3 and junior Addie Pfeiffer prevailing
6-0, 6-0 at No. 4. Sarah Haley and Takaya Schoenrock lost in straight
sets.

Paige Dufault and Vivian Mader teamed for a 7-5, 6-1 victory at No.
2 doubles. Lizzie Roessler and Mia Kanewischer were edged 3-6, 7-5,
6-2 at No. 1, while Esme Pearce and Pearl Moore lost 6-2, 6-1 at No.
3.

The Bluejays finished with a record of 7-13.

No. 1 seed Rochester Lourdes defeated No. 4 Winona Cotter in the
other semifinal, with Lourdes blanking Cannon Falls 7-0 for the cham-
pionship.

The Section 1A Individual tournament will start on Monday, Oct. 16
at the Rochester Athletic Club.

JWP volleyball ream rebounds
from loss to sweep Randolph

The Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton volleyball team lost 3-0 at
NRHEG Thursday, Oct. 5. Game scores were 25-11, 25-11, 25-11.

Individually for the Bulldogs: Brielle Bure 3 assists, 15 digs; Nevaeh
Weimert 10 assists, 2 digs; Katie Olson 6 kills; Claire Walz 2 kills, 1
dig; Aubrey Weedman 1 ace, 3 kills, 11 assists, 6 digs; Presley James 9
kills, 1 block, 1 assist, 2 digs; Paige Walz 4 kills, 1 dig; Lexie Dahlberg
2 aces, 14 digs; Hope Dimmel 1 ace, 1 kill, 3 digs; Ali Olson 1 ace, 3
digs.

The Bulldogs defeated Randolph 3-0 Tuesday, Oct. 10, winning 25-
10, 25-15, 25-25. Individually: Bure 2 aces, 2 assists, 9 digs; ; Weimert
12 assists, 1 dig; Katie Olson 6 kills, 6 digs; Claire Walz 6 kills, 2
blocks; Weedman 1 ace, 4 kills, 4 blocks, 20 assists, 5 digs; James 10
kills, 6 blocks, 1 assist, 3 digs; Paige Walz 7 kills, 1 block; Dahlberg 1
ace, 13 digs; Dimmel 2 aces, 3 kills, 4 blocks, 1 assist, 3 digs; Ali Olson
2 digs.

BLUEJAY FOOTBALL

Laird Keeton

100 yards from scrimmage
and 3touchdowns

Bluejay Football Player of the Week Sponsored by:

®Wealth

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice offered
through ICA Group Wealth Management LLC, a registered investment advisor, ICA Group
Wealth Management LLC and iWealth are separate entities from LPL Financial.
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Panthers shut
out arch rivals

NRHEG wins for homecoming

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

After starting the season 0-4, the
NRHEG High School football team
has fashioned a short victory streak.

The Panthers, who overwhelmed
Medford 34-0 the previous week,
made it two in a row with a 22-0
shutout of arch-rival Waterville-
Elysian-Morristown in NRHEG's
homecoming game in New Richland
Friday, Oct. 6.

"We won on homecoming and
took down our rival," said Panthers
coach Marc Kruger. "I am very
proud of this team."

And, for the second week in a
row, Kruger said, "We played great
in all phases."

But the defense was especially
impressive, holding the Buccaneers
to 95 total yards and limiting them
to 35 rushing yards.

"On defense we really flew
around and made big plays," said
Kruger. "Jace Ihrke, Zander
Flatness, and Carter Martens really
were tough up the middle."

And the NRHEG offense took
care of business, putting six points
on the board in the opening quarter
on the first of three touchdown pass-
es by Alden Dobberstein, this one
from 2 yards out to George Roesler.

It was 6-0 at halftime.

In the third quarter, Dobberstein
threw a 5-yard touchdown pass to
Jackson Chrz, who ran for the two-
point conversion.

Dobberstein tosses a 22-yard
touchdown pass to Carter Flatland in
the fourth period. Raab again ran for
the conversion.

Dobberstein, a junior, had another
strong all around game with 62
yards rushing and 65 passing, going
S5-for-10 with one interception.
Flatland caught two passes for 37
yards, Roesler two for 23.

"Alden had another great game
running the ball and finding some
players for touchdowns," said
Kruger. "Our line did a great job cre-
ating holes and letting our running
backs find space."

The Panthers play Thursday, Oct.

HOMECOMING HEROICS — Above left, the Panthers’ Carter Flatland (41) fights for extra yardage during Friday’s 22-0 home-
coming victory over WEM. Above right, Jackson Chrz (18) elevates on a touchdown catch. Below right, NRHEG’s George Roesler
(85), Jace lhrke (57) and Zander Flatness (56) meet at the WEM quarterback.

12 at 7 p.m., facing JWP on
Janesville's artificial turf. The regu-
lar season ends Wednesday, Oct. 18
at home against United South
Central, with section playoffs start-
ing the following Tuesday.

NRHEG 22, WEM 0
00 0 0-0
6 0 8 8-22

WEM
NRHEG

First Quarter

NRHEG Roesler 2 pass from
Dobberstein (two-point conversion failed)
Second Quarter
No scoring
Third Quarter
NRHEG - Chrz 5 pass from Dobberstein
(Chrz run)
Fourth Quarter

NRHEG - Flatland 22 pass from
Dobberstein (Raab run)
WEM NR
Total plays 58 43
First Downs 9 10

Rushing Yards 35 142
Passing Yards 60 65
Total Yards 95 207
Third Down 5-16 6-11
Fourth Down 2-5 02
Turnovers 2 1
Fumbles lost 0 0
Int. thrown 2 1
Penalties 3-26 0-0

Individual Statistics
Rushing - NRHEG: Dobberstein 10-62;
Cromwell 9-36; Raab 7-29; Olson 6-16;
Fleming 1 -1; WEM: 28-35

Pioneer photos by Eli Lutgens

Passing - NRHEG: Dobberstein 5-10-1,
65; WEM: 6-26-2, 60

Receiving - NRHEG: Flatland 2-37;
Roesler 2-23; Chrz 1-5; WEM: 6-60

NRHEG defense: Roesler 6 solo tackles, 1
sack, 4 tackles for loss; Bartlett 5 tackles, 1
interception; Ihrke 4 tackles, 1 sack, 3 tackles
for loss; Flatness 4 tackles, 1 sack, 1 tackle
for loss; Raab 3 tackles; Flatland 3 tackles, 1
interception; Olson 2 tackles; Martens 2 tack-
les, 1 assist, 2 tackles for loss; Brouwers 1
tackle, 1 assist, 1 sack, 1 tackle for loss;
Parpart 1 tackle; Rest of Team 5 tackles

AERIAL ATTACK — The JWP football team took a 22-6 loss at United South Central Friday, Oct. 6. At left, the Bulldogs’ Ryan
Kronbach (11) hauls in one of his six passes despite the defensive efforts of a pair of Rebels. At right, Alex James (4) soars over

a defender for the reception.

Photos by Leeann Kavitz

Bulldogs fall short at
United South Central

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

The Janesville-Waldorf-
Pemberton High School football
team had much trouble trying to run
the ball at United South Central.

The Rebels, meanwhile, seeming-
ly ran at will, taking a 22-6 victory
at Wells Friday, Oct. 6.

The Bulldogs, now 2-4, hosted
NRHEG for Senior Night Thursday,
Oct. 12 and finish the regular season
Wednesday, Oct. 18 at Medford.

While the Rebels dominated the
statistics last Friday, the one that
counts the most — the scoreboard
— showed a close game through
three quarters. USC put it out of
reach with Jacob Bonsack’s third
touchdown of the night.

The Bulldogs scored on a 23-yard
pass to Ryan Kronbach from
Daulton Bauer.

Bauer completed nine of 25 pass
attempts for 91 yards, with one
interception. Kronbach caught six
passes for 95 yards.

The Bulldogs were held to 15
yards rushing and were outgained
330-106 in total yards.

United South Central 22 , JWP 6
JWP 0 6 0 0—6
uUsc 8 8 0 6—22

First Quarter

USC — Bonsack 4 run (Martinez run)
Second Quarter

JWP — Kronbach 23 pass from Bauer

(run failed)

USC — Bonsack 71 run (Martinez run)
Third Quarter

No scoring
Fourth Quarter

USC — Bonsack 9 run (run failed

JWP  USC
First Downs 5 18
Total plays 36 58
Rushing 15 330
Passing 10-25-1  2-7-0
Passing Yds. 91 30
Total Yds. 106 330
Fumbles 0 2
Fumbles lost 0 0
Third down 2-8  6-10
Fourth down 1-4 2-4
Time of poss. 15:15  32:45

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

Rushing — JWP: N.Morsching 9-17;
Bauer 2-1; USC: Bonsack 13-138; Getchell
21-83; Martinez 10-54; Bird 3-6; Cardosa 1-
2

Passing — JWP: Bauer 10-25-1 91; USC:
Martinez 2-6-0, 30; Mutschler 0-1-0, 0

Receiving — JWP — Kronbach 6-95;
James 1-8; Melchior 2-2; USC: Bullerman 5-
14; Mutschler 2-16

JWP Defense — N.Morsching 1 solo tack-
le, 6 assists; O’Brien 1 tackle, 5 assists;
Melchor 3 tackles, 8 assists; Berndt 2 tackles,
2 assists; McWaters 1 tackle, 5 assists; Born
2 tackles, 5 assists; L.Morsching 3 tackles, 5
assists, Fall 2 assists; Carda 1 assist; Quast 2
tackles, 3 assists; Davis 3 assists; Schlueter 3
tackles, 8 assists; Gartner 3 tackles, 6 assists

NRHEG spikers
top Hayfield, JWP

By JIM LUTGENS
Sports Editor

It could not have been a better
homecoming week for the NRHEG
High School volleyball team.

The Panthers played well and won
twice, outlasting Hayfield 3-1 on the
Vikings' court Tuesday, and shutting
out JWP 3-0 at New Richland two
nights later.

NRHEG dispatched Hayfield 25-
23, 23-25, 25-20, 25-22 on what
coach Ashley Tolzman called a very
special night.

"Hayfield was having a Mental
Health Awareness Week," said
Tolzman. "Both NRHEG and
Hayfield warmed up in the same
mental health shirts and listened to a
great speaker with a great message.
Hayfield's team also wrote each and
every player a kind note and left it
on our bench before we started our
game. | think this was such a posi-
tive experience and am thankful we
were able to be part of this. Thank
you Coach Kruger!"

The Panthers got the job done on
the court.

"We kept the games close," said
Tolzman. We weren't as aggressive-
ly as I know we can be, but we were
still able to place tips and pushes
and find success."

"We came ready
to play.”

— NRHEG coach

Ashley Tolzman

Individual statistics for NRHEG:
Gabby Schlaak 6 kills, 5 blocks, 12
digs; Izzy Stadheim 5 digs; Elsie
Schultz 10 digs; Ary Howe 1 dig;
Tayler Schmidt 7 kills, 6 blocks, 17
digs; Hallie Schultz, 32 set assists, 3
kills, 1 block, 8 digs; Keira Lenort 5
kills, 2 blocks, 1 dig; Madi Murray 8
kills, 9 blocks, 6 digs; Chloe Stork 4
kills, 2 blocks, 2 digs; Faith Nielsen
1 assist, 1 kill, 20 digs.

Tolzman said she looked forward
to hosting JWP, whom the Panthers
dispatched 25-11, 25-12, 25-21 on
Senior Night.

"We came ready to play," said
Tolzman. "Senior Night was a suc-
cess. We covered our court, set our
blocks, and kept swinging. We were
able to get all of our seniors on the
court. We were positive and excited
to play all night. It was great to see.
This was a big week for us, 2-0 dur-
ing our homecoming week."

Individually: Schlaak 5 kills, 2
digs; Stadheim 4 digs; E.Schultz 4

A VERY GOOD WEEK — At left, the Panthers’ Tayler Schmidt (10) tips the ball as JWP’s Paige
Walz (12) goes up for a block. At right, NRHEG’s Madison Murray (14) spikes as Claire Walz (7)

blocks.

digs; Schmidt 4 kills, 1 block, 5
digs; H.Schultz 25 assists, 1 kill, 5
blocks, 17 digs; Erin Peterson 1 dig;
Lenort 4 kills, 5 blocks; Murray 11
kills, 10 blocks; Stork 3 kills, 6

blocks, 2 digs; Sydney Lewer 1
block, 1 dig; Neilsen 11 digs.

After playing Monday at
Bethlehem Academy and Tuesday at
Kenyon-Wanamingo, the Panthers

Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens

are in Mapleton Oct. 12 to face
Maple River. They play at Nicollet
Oct. 16 and end the regular season
Oct. 17 at home against Randolph.

Panthers
run well
at Waseca

The NRHEG cross country
teams competed in the Waseca
Invitational on Thursday, Oct. 5.

The Panther runners again had

some high-quality perfor-
mances.
For the girls, Julieann

Wobbrock led the team with an
eighth-place finish, setting a
personal best time of 21:12. She
was followed by Annabelle
Petsinger (33rd 25:06), Madison
Corkill (40th 27:33) and Amelia
Duryee (44th 32:00).

NRHEG’s Ella Jeno made her
return to the course finishing
fifth in the junior high 3K with a
time of 14:57.

The boys were led by the
power duo of Devon Nelton and
Jacob Karl. Devon took fourth
with a time of 18:32, Jacob fifth
in 18:36. Jackson McGannon
finished 26th with a time of
21:10. Owen Flatland was 33rd
with a time of 25:12.

“It is encouraging to see our
runners’ times continue to get
faster with each meet,” said
Panthers coach Larry Nydegger.
“The conditions today were
unpleasant, but that clearly did
not slow our kids down.”
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We’ll Lead You Home

215 N State St., Waseca, MN

507-835-8116

info@waseca-realty.com -
Chuck Huebl  Joe Glynn  Kellie Roessler
www.waseca-realty.com Broker Broker iz

Executive
Assistant

xxxx HWY 14
Owatonna......$2,975,000

Town Expansion Property!! 89 acres
of prime development acres on the
East edge of Owatonna, less than a
mile from the new school.

Samantha
Brunson
Agent

310 2nd ST NW
New Richland....$24,900

22 x 30 garage on large lot in New
Richland.

31054 655th Ave Hartland $321,500

This peaceful picturesque acreage can be your new home! 2 story home
with 3 bedrooms, 2 bath and large deck on 6.21 acres West of Hartland.
3 car detached garage, 2 sheds, 2 water hydrants. New roof, windows,
appliances, kitchen cabinets and countertops, flooring, water softener and
septic system. Updated electrical panel and 220 hook-up on deck for your
own hot tub. Natural surroundings with trees, creek and wildlife. Call us
today for a showing!

1208 State St S......ccovveeeieeeiceeec e $389,000

Up and running successful Pizza Parlor in Waseca with loads of local history.
Family-owned since 1968 with new owners in 2016. Interior walls are built
with Chicago Brick that was from old Chicago buildings and beams were

cut from the local Schroeder Sawmill. The brick in the floor came from an old
Waseca street. The addition was built in 2004 and the new roof in 2015. Hard
Ice Cream, Liquor License, and Seating for 100 + with gas fireplace.

SWEET SOMMERS VEW POST 1642
October 2023

To avoid payment of penalty, 2nd Half Real
Estate Taxes must be on or before

October 16, 2023

Make Checks Payable To:
WASECA COUNTY

Open weekdays 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Use dI‘Op box (located north side of courthouse)
Pay on-line at www.co.waseca.mn.us
or postmark by due date
PO Box 47, Waseca MIN 56093

APARTMENT

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Ji 2 3 4 5 7pm HALL 6 MEAT Raffle 7 Troy Daniels

Burger nite 5- |6pm BINGO 5:30 party Kozy

7pm BAR Bingo Horse racing back hall

6:30pm

8 ALLYOU can |9 10 11 12 7pm HALL |3 MEAT Raffle 14
EAT Breakfast 7 PM POST & Burger nite 5- |6pm BINGO 5:30 .
VFW 8:00am —Noon |AUX MEETING 7pm BAR Bingo Horse racing 6:30pm
Your Host Waseca
High School Volley U.S. NAVY BIRTH-
Ball DAY
15 16 17 18 19 7pm HALL 20 WALLEYE 21

Burger nite 5- | 6pm BINGO lE)fIl;]irgnglgoliyp ] ) .

7 BAR Bi B

pm ingo One Bedroom Apartwment for Rent above Personalized Printing.
22 ALL YOU 23 24 25 27 MEAT Raffl 3 3 3 3
EAT Brealost Burger nite 5 |6pm e e s 25 Halloween Apply at Personalized Printing during the day or call
:00am —Noon 7pm BAR Bingo PLOYED orse racing 7PM
Your Host Wasecn TREATS ON |63 Barb at 5607-835-7565
THE STREET 5 |n4vypay
-7 PM

29 30 31

Burger nite 5-7pm

HOURS OF OPERATION

SUN.—- MON. CLOSED

TUE.— WED.-3pm to 11pm Tue. Is Lady’s nite 2 for one-Men Busch light $2.50 from 4 to 6pm.
THUR.—1pm to 11pm

FRI.- SAT.-11am to 1 am

POST & AUX MEETING 7pm club open 6pm MEMBERS only. Mn. Gambling license number 00385

SMARD

Southern Minnesota Area Rural Transit

OUR MISSION

safe, reliable, accessible and courteous public transportation
services in response to the needs of our communities

TRANSIT BUS DRIVERS

SMART Transit has full-ime and part-time openings for Transit Bus Drivers in
Owatonna and Waseca. New wage scale in effect. Responsibilities include
transporting the public, following a set schedule, and maintaining vehicle reports.
Requirements include good driving record, above average communication and
people skills, the ability to work independently and meet the physical demands of
the job. High school diploma preferred. Must have or obtain a Class C CDL and
passenger endorsement. Will train and pay to obtain endorsements if needed.
Must pass all necessary MnDOT testing and requirements. Weekday & weekend
hours available. Excellent benefit package. Drug test/background check required.

EXTERIORS

COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIDENTIAL ¢ NEW CONSTRUCTION ¢« REMODELING

SHINGLES, STEEL, RUBBER ROOFING

VINYL, STEEL, & CEMENT BOARD SIDING

WINDOWS & DOORS: INSULATION, SHEETROCK

ALL FLOORING: CONCRETE, PATIOS, DECKS

SEAMLESS GUTTERS & GUTTER PROTECTION SYSTEMS
CERTAINTEED® CLAIMS SPECIALIST

Visit the website at smartbusmn.org and click on Employment Opportunities
or use this link: Employment Opportunities | SMART Transit (smartbusmn.org)
or send resume to hnewman@cedarvalleyservices.org or request an application

by calling 1-855-762-7821. CVS/SMART is an EOE.

OWNED AND OPERATED BY CEDAR VALLEY SERVICES, INC.

O O B O O @

GREG WILMES EXTERIORS LLC ¢ BUILDING CONTRACTOR #BC/93885

“Q&aﬁoﬂg@
o Chincd v

GREGWILMESROOFING.NET
GREGWILMESROOFING@GMAIL.COM

(507) 202-7070

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL DIREGTORY

Join the professional directory for free today with purchase of any regular weekly advertising
Phone: 507-837-6767, Mail: P.O. Box 578, email: news@wasecacountypioneer.com, physical address 111 W. EIm Ave.

WWW.SMARTBUSMN.ORG

P]' Our Services Mon-Fri 8-6;
* Financial Planning Sat 9-5
Dan i el J. * Accounting Services
* Bookkeeping
Johnson * Payroll Services
ACCOUNTIN E;C » Tax Planning & Preparation

Your local resource for plants, flowers, gifts!

(507) 835-3790 wasecafloral.com

115 North State Street, Waseca, MN * Return Preparation Services

(507) 201-2484

* Estate and Trust Planning
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Donation

Waseca United Women in Faith members Linda Griffin and
Robert Walker presented Waseca elementary and intermedi-
ate schools with checks of $300 each on Thursday, Sep-
tember 28. Hartley elementary principal Ben O’Brien and
intermediate school principal John Huttemeier accepted the
checks. Funds will go toward providing a healthy snack cart
at Hartley and will provide SMART bus tokens for after-
school programs and other student needs at the intermediate

school.
R
Q@ Speed Queen
Whirlpool
PERSONALIZED

PRINTING
SAPPAREL

PRINT .

LOCAL!
Barb & Mark Buker

100 S. STATE ST - WASECA MN
PHONE: (507) 835-7565
INFO@PPRINTWASECA.COM

Visit our new Showroom!
405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN

... & EMBROIDER T-SHIRTS,
HATS, UNIFORMS, CAPS,
WORKWEAR, WARMUPS,

JACKETS, CHILDREN'’S
APPAREL, TEAM & CREW
APPAREL, MAGNETS, SIGNS
...AND EVERYTHING ELSE!

Rick’s Appliance

ricksappliancewaseca.com

Sales & Service
507-461-9615

Hours

M-F....7:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat.....7:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Sunday ........ccce..... Closed

Barb Gauger, daughter of Dr. Orvie J. Swenson, describes her
father’s experiences and contributions. Swenson served Waseca

County from 1926 to 1966.

m Tour

from Page 1

guides were stationed at many of the
25 locations marked on the map.
Each shared general information,
mentioned interesting details, and
added personal insights regarding the
groups or individuals buried at their
sites.

Remaining sites were marked with
flags and featured written summaries
and descriptions.

Among the tour guides was Vir-
ginia McCarthy, a researcher with
the Waseca County Historical Soci-
ety.

McCarthy was one of about 10
members of the committee which
conceived and planned the walk after
it was suggested by Sam Steffel.

According to McCarthy, planners
collaborated to select sites which
were connected to area history, were
particularly interesting or unusual, or
which told the stories of distinctive
structures at the cemetery.

As graves were selected, commit-
tee members also worked to find tour
guides with a connection to the
family or history being shared. At-
tired in a period-appropriate dress,
McCarthy stationed herself at the
“Potters’ field” of Woodville. Tradi-
tionally the location where “charity”
burials took place, McCarthy told
tour participants the location had
been somewhat tricky to find. She
mentioned that 17 of the people bu-
ried there had been killed while
drunk or sleeping near the railroad
tracks—many of them itinerants in the
late 1920s and early 1930s.

She told the story of “Jimmy the
Painter,” who had been born in Eng-
land but somehow ended up working
in Waseca. Thanks to a newspaper
write-up found in the historical soci-
ety’s files, it is known that Jimmy
convinced the owner of the local
hardware store to sell him some car-
bolic acid one day in 1928, claiming
it was needed for a painting project.
He then walked toward a city park,
telling someone along the way, “If
you see a hearse go by, it will be for
Jimmy the Painter.”

Barb Gauger, daughter to Dr.
Orvie Swenson, told of her father’s
first patient upon arriving in Waseca
in 1926: “They asked him if he could
cure a broken leg,” she said. “When

Johnson

APARTMENTS

507-456-9514

OPERATING IN
WASECA, STEELE,
FREEBORN
COUNTIES

johnsonrents.com

I’'m Daniel ]. Johnson. For the past

Pioneer photos by Deb Bently

The grave of E.F. Johnson at
Woodyville Cemetery.

he said he could, they brought him a
goat.” She also revealed that, in the
earlier days of her father’s practice,
babies were born in their family’s
homes. This meant her father would
go to the house and stay there until
after the birth—an unpredictable span
of time that ranged from hours to
days. For the 40 years he practiced in
Waseca County, Gauger said, her
father was dedicated to delivering
quality health care to everyone who
needed his services. She also shared
how her father’s dedication often in-
terfered with family plans. “We
would never be sure until we were 20
miles from home that Dad wouldn’t
receive a call.”

Blain and Carol Brooks of
Waseca’s Veterans of Foreign Wars
(VFW) organization, explained how
the local post came to be named: the
couple shared information near the
graves of Raymond Sweet and Wil-
liam Sommers, the first two Waseca
County casualties of World War 1.

VFW president Blain explained
that the two last names were chosen
when VFW Sweet-Sommers Post
1642 was formed and named in
1929.

Retired historical society staff
member Sheila Morris shared stories
of the Everett family, which once had
a nine-acre “estate” within Waseca
city limits. Wealthy even during the
depression, the family had its
tragedies as well. Morris told of Wil-
liam Everett whose first wife and two
young sons were killed in the
U.S./Dakota war. An impressive
marble mausoleum at Woodville is
engraved with the Everett name and
surrounded by a circle of headstones
from the Everett and Curtis families.
Morris invited tour participants to
visit the historical society and learn
more about the Everett family and its
interconnection with local history.

Waseca County Sheriff Jay Dulas
described the 1940 death of then-

Join Us!

Blaine and Carol Brooks explained the local VFW is named
after the first two Waseca County soldiers to die in service dur-

ing World War I.

Retired historical society worker Sheila Morris tells tour
members about the Everett family and its connection to Waseca.

sheriff Lemmick A. Larson. Larson
and judge Leon Sexton had driven to
Aberdeen, S.D., where a fugitive
wanted for embezzlement in Waseca
County was being held. Larson died
from injuries sustained when their
vehicle collided with a cattle truck;
Sexton was injured, but survived.
Dulas also mentioned the second
Waseca County Sheriff who died in
the line of service, Don Eustice,
whose death occurred in 1976, but
whose grave is not located in Wood-
ville.

Dennis Woitas, long-time em-
ployee and personal acquaintance to
Wayne “Bumps” Brown shared
stories of the all-state running back,
pilot, WWII veteran, journalist and
printer whose company grew to be
one of the largest in the nation.
Brown’s company once employed
1,200 workers and used about 4,000
miles of rolled printing paper every
24 hours.

Retired teacher Terry Gilbertson
told about Waseca County innovator
Howard Deichen who came to the
area in 1917 to install a generator and
wire electricity at a family member’s
rural home. Deichen went on to pilot
the process of running “high-wire”
electricity to rural locations, perhaps
having been the first in the entire
country to do so. Deichen was an en-
thusiastic pilot and inventor. He
made use of aerial photography to
aid in the process of running power
lines. He was also an avid scuba
diver who managed to develop his
own waterproof movie and still cam-
eras before such things were com-
mercially available. Deichen owned
a home along Clear Lake with a pri-
vate runway located behind it. He

died in 1970 when his plane crashed
during a landing.

Jack and Mary Williams played
music composed by LeRoy Shield.
Shield lived from 1893 until 1962
and became very well known in
radio and early television. Both a
concert pianist and a composer, he
traveled the country with well-
known performers and wrote music
for various shows including the Little
Rascals. Shield’s family lived in
Waseca for a time; a stillborn baby
girl is buried in Woodville Cemetery.
Her grave had gone unmarked for
more than a century when Jack and
Mary learned of the Shield family
connection to the community,
worked with the historical society to
locate the grave, and collaborated
with Dan McRaith and Tom Miller to
have a gravestone made and ded-
icated in 2007. Since the baby was
never officially named, the grave-
stone reads “Little Dancing Girl”
after one of the songs composed by
Shield.

Of the cemetery walk, Sam Steffel
commented he was grateful to all the
volunteers who made the event pos-
sible. He particularly thanked Cap
and Carol Peterson and Mark Neste
for their contributions in preparing
the site, “and just generally for keep-
ing the cemetery so beautiful and in-
viting.”

Cap Peterson, cemetery sextant for
the past 10 years, expressed his grat-
itude for the event, and his pleasure
that so many people took part. “We
have a beautiful cemetery,” he ob-
serves. “It was a beautiful day. It was
exciting to see everything come to-
gether so well.”

D

DanieldJ.

Johnson
ACCOUNTING

LLC

13 years, I've proudly served our
community by offering personal-
ized accounting services for you
and your small business. From
tax preparation and bookkeeping
to financial planning, I'm here to
provide you with professional,
trustworthy, and reliable assistance.
Let’s work together and make your
financial dreams a reality!

OPEN

HOUSE

Wed, Oct 25th
11-2pm

115 North State Street,
Waseca, MN 56093
(507) 201-2484

Our Services

* Tax Planning & Return Preparation Services

* Estate and Trust Planning & Tax Preparation
Come have lunch on us! Visit the new FM BANK

and view the remodel completed by localcom-
panies! Door Prizes along with Brats and Burg-
ers from Wiste’s Meat Market. See you there!

* Financial Planning -
ours:

Mon - Thu
8 am -4 pm
Fri
8am - 12 pm

e Accounting Services
* Bookkeeping
* Payroll Services

220 EIm Ave. East, Waseca, MN « 507-571-3130 Eﬁlié
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