
A 12-year-old Waseca girl 
was killed and the rest of her 
family injured in a double 
fatal crash in northern Wis-
consin on August 4.  

Jocelynn J.A. Passon, 12, 
was a passenger in a pickup 
truck with her younger 
brother and parents. Passon 
was pronounced dead at the 
scene of the crash. Ethan R. 
Whitwam, 18, of Durand, 
Wisconsin was also killed in 
the crash.  

Around 2:40 p.m. Friday, 
Aug. 4, the Pepin County 
Sheriff’s Office received sev-
eral 911 calls reporting a very 
serious traffic accident with 
one vehicle on fire and sev-
eral people, including chil-
dren, trapped inside, 
according to a release from 
the Pepin County Sheriff’s 
Office. This happened just 
east of the U.S. Highway 10 
and Sylvester Road intersec-
tion in northwestern Pepin 
County. 

Initial investigation shows 
that a 2007 Pontiac Grand 
Prix was being driven east on 
Highway 10 by Whitwam 
when it crossed into the west-
bound lanes and struck the 
Passons’ westbound 2016 
Chevrolet Silverado head on.  

The pickup’s owner and 
driver, Steve Passon, 40, of 
Waseca, was transported by 
helicopter to an Eau Claire 
Hospital with critical injuries. 
Passon’s wife Jessica, 36, was 
treated and released at the 
same hospital. While their 
daughter Jocelynn was killed, 
their 8-year-old son Drake 
sustained critical injuries and 
was transported to a Minnea-
polis hospital by helicopter.  

The Pepin County Sheriff’s 
Office did not have an update 
on the conditions of Drake 
and Steven. 

A GoFundMe page started 
for the Passon family stated 
that Jessica was able to pull 
her two children out of the 
burning car and that a pas-
serby was eventually able to 
pull Steven from the vehicle 
as well.  

That same passerby, along 
with three others, all had 
some level of medical train-
ing and immediately began 
providing medical aid. The 
fire was primarily extin-
guished by the first deputy on 
scene prior to the arrival of 
firefighters.  

The crash remains under in-
vestigation by the Pepin 
County Sheriff’s Office and 
the Wisconsin State Patrol. 
The Durand Fire Department, 
Durand Ambulance Service, 
Pierce County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Plum City Ambulance, 
Plum City Fire Department, 
Menomonie Fire Department 
Paramedics, Mayo Clinic 
Ambulance Helicopter, North 
Memorial Air Care Helicop-
ter, Pepin County Highway 
Department, Wisconsin State 
Patrol and the Wisconsin 
DNR all assisted the Pepin 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

The Lord is near to 
the brokenhearted 
and saves the 
crushed in spirit. 

Psalm 34:18

A word from 
The Word

Deadly 
out of 
state 
crash
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By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

It may look like 4.5 acres of 
gravel, but it’s actually a carefully 
engineered yard waste composting 
site. 

“We’re doing it for the public, and 
for the sake of what’s right for the 
environment,” says Tammie Bramer, 
recycling specialist with the Waseca 
County recycling center. 

“We’re not a landfill anymore.” 
Bramer mentions that many 

people who have noticed the land-
scaping and large-scale grading un-
derway on the acreage south of the 
recycling center have assumed that 
the solar garden located to the south-
east is being expanded. But that’s not 
the case. 

Sometime early in September, 
Bramer explains, the space will be 
ready to receive yard waste—leaves 
and grass clippings—for compost-
ing. Users will be asked to deposit 
their waste in deliberately selected 
locations so that it can be managed 

and manipulated for the fastest fea-
sible rate of decomposition. Surpris-
ingly, under ideal conditions, waste 
of this type can be recycled into us-
able “dirt” in as little as two 
months—although weather and other 
factors may extend the process as 
long as two years. 

Among the elements of “engineer-
ing” used to prepare the composting 
site are layers of material placed over 
the original peat ground at the site. 
There are layers of crushed aggregate 

in varying levels of coarseness over 
a specially placed layer of geotextile 
“fabric,” all covered by the gravel 
which is now the most visible ele-
ment of the acreage. All of these 
layers have been positioned and 
landscaped to allow easy drainage of 
the water which leaches away from 
decomposing yard waste.  The com-
posting area has been shaped to in-

*  *  *

*  *  *

Hofmann Apiaries 
Open House 4 p.m. 
Saturday Aug. 19 

The Waseca County Historical 
Society and Larry and Jan Hof-
mann of Janesville are holding 
an open house Saturday, Aug. 19 
from noon to 4 p.m. at their 
event location, 4661 420th Ave 
in Janesville.  

Annual Corn and 
Burger Feed Aug. 25 

The Waldorf Fire and Rescue 
Department is hosting its annual 
corn and burger feed on Friday, 
Aug. 25. The dinner is from 
5:30-8:30 p.m. and a dance fol-
lows at 8:30 p.m. $10 for the 
meal and $15 for the dinner and 
dance. Kids under 5 are free. 
Events will be held in or near the 
Waldorf Community Center.

*  *  *
Waldorf Car and 
Truck Show Aug. 25 

Members of the Waldorf Days 
Committee will be hosting a Car 
and Truck Show from 4-7:30 
p.m. Aug. 25. MyGlobalDJ will 
be providing music with a Kids’ 
Zone held between 4:30-5:30 
p.m. Prizes will be given away at 
the Kids’ Zone.

*  *  *

*  *  *

Relay For Life of 
Steele/Waseca 
County. Sept. 23 
from 5-10 p.m. 

Steele/Waseca County will be 
having a Relay For Life event 
from 5-10 p.m. at the Steele 
County Fairgrounds. There will 
be a silent auction, entertain-
ment, survivor recognition, raf-
fle, kids activities and food.

Waseca in on appropriations bill
By ELI LUTGENS 

Publisher 
It appears the city of Waseca is all 

but set to receive $4 million in fed-
eral funding to support local infras-
tructure, including an additional 
water tower, with the approval of the 
next Federal appropriations bill, 
most likely near the end of the year.  

Shortly after Itron announced its in-
tention to close at the end of 2024, 
Minnesota Senator Amy Klobuchar 
called Waseca Mayor Randy Zimmer-
man to ask what she could do to help 
the city respond to the economic loss. 

Zimmerman told Klobuchar that 
the Itron situation “was very unfor-
tunate and the loss of jobs needs to 
be replaced urgently,” then went on 
to highlight the need for more busi-
nesses, saying, “we need infrastruc-
ture to make that happen.” 

Klobuchar suggested “congres-
sionally directed” funding through 
federal appropriations.  

“This money is generally ear-
marked, but we got included,” 
Mayor Zimmerman said.  

Waseca city staff prepared the ap-
plication, and with bipartisan urging 

of Senators Klobuchar  and Tina 
Smith, along with District 1 Con-
gressional Representative Brad Fin-
stad, Waseca’s request was included 
with the 2024 appropriations bill. 

The $4 million dollars is part of a 
$224 billion bill which is expected to 
be approved in December.  

Part of the funds must be used for 
an additional water tower on the west 
end of town, which will benefit Con-
Agra and possibly the West Inter-
change project. Mayor Zimmerman 
didn’t speculate much on the use of 
the rest of the funds, but said that 

paying for sewer and water in the 
Gaiter Lake development was not 
outside the realm of possibility. “But 
we do have existing infrastructure re-
placement and lining that also needs 
to happen,” Zimmerman said. “We 
are looking at a phased approach to 
all of it, and hope to gain additional 
financial support from the state, as 
well, early next year. All of which is 
a work in progress. 

“This is great for Waseca,” Zim-
merman concluded. 

By ELI LUTGENS 
Publisher/Editor 

Waseca Mayor Randy Zim-
merman, facing two counts of 
felony perjury charges, had his 
first preliminary hearing on July 
18. Zimmerman reports no plea 
was entered, and very little oc-
curred. His next court date will 
be Sept. 19.  

The charges stem from Zim-
merman having allegedly listed 
an address within city limits as 
his residence in order to be eligi-
ble to run for election as mayor, 
even though he resides in Wood-
ville Township.  

Zimmerman 
next court 
date in Sept.

Compost continued on 4

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

The superintendents of the New 
Richland-Hart land-Ellendale-
Geneva (NRHEG), Janesville-Wal-
dorf-Pemberton (JWP), Waseca and 
Waterville-Elysian Morristown 
(WEM) school districts schedule a 
monthly get-together to discuss ele-
ments of their programs that they 
have in common and which will 
benefit from collaboration among 
their schools. 

The first such meeting for the 
2023-24 school year took place Au-
gust 4. Present were NRHEG’s Mi-
chael Meihak, JWP’s Jeremy Erler, 
Waseca’s Eric Hudspith, and WEM’s 

new leader, John Regan. 
As one spokesperson explained, a 

major project for the state’s school 
districts over the summer has been 
coping with a wide array of changes 
implemented  by the state legislature 
in spring. 

“It’s not the changes that are a 
problem,” said Hudspith. “It’s the 
time frame we were given to make 
them.” 

Other voices chime in, mentioning 
the abrupt change which now allows 
certain district employees to collect 
unemployment during the summer. 
Also sudden was the pronouncement 
that Juneteenth was now a mandated 
holiday. NRHEG, for example, had 

to move its regular third-Monday-of-
the-month school board meeting to a 
different night with relatively little 
notice. 

All district offices had to adapt to 
the procedures and bookkeeping 
called for by the unemployment 
rules. 

Not only that, but the ramifications 
and requirements of some legislative 
changes are still being determined in 
early August, with the expectation 
that they will be followed by the end 
of the month. 

“It’s been challenging, there’s no 
doubt,” observes JWP’s Erler. 

Some of the new legislative re-
quirements entail adding new staff; 

one example is an 
expansion of arts education which, in 
smaller districts, is likely to require 
the addition of a “fine arts” instructor 
at the elementary level. With many 
new schools suddenly looking for an 

State of education in Waseca County

Education continued on 4

MEASURING - Waseca County recycling center specialist Tammie Bramer inserts a four-foot-long thermometer in a windrow of 
compost at the already existing site.                           Pioneer photos by Deb Bently

UNDER CONSTRUCTION - Equipment from Evans Companies 
Landscaping of Byron finishes construction on the new com-
posting site.                                          

 “We’re doing it 
for the public, 
and for the sake 
of what’s right for 
the environment” 
    — Tammie Bramer

Waseca Art Center 
display until Aug. 11 

Montana Becker’s Painting 
Exhibit and Scott Markell’s 
Painting Exhibit. Waseca Art 
Center, 200 N. State Street; gal-
lery hours: Tues. 10 a.m.-3 p.m., 
Wed.-Fri. 12 Noon-5 p.m., and 
Sat. 10 a.m.-1 p.m.  www.wase-
caartcenter.org or (507) 835-1701.

*  *  *
Summerburst  
Concert Sunday in 
NR at 3:30 p.m. 

Summerburst Concert Series: 
Salsa del Sol performing Latin-
American music and familiar 
show tunes, 3:30-5 p.m. at the 
New Richland City Park. Rain 
location is Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 204 1st St. NW, New 
Richland. (507) 521-1209. 

Zimmerman, Klobuchar conversation leads to $4 million for infastructure

No longer  
a landfill

HudspithMeihak
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As my last full week working at 
the paper comes to a close, I have 
been reflecting on my time spent 
here this summer and my future 
plans, a daunting thought.  

My second summer of the paper 
has been an interesting time as I’ve 
had a better understanding of things 
than I did last summer. Thank good-
ness for that. For example, this year 
I was in charge of doing billing 
(sorry for any mistakes I made. 
Blame Eli, he’s the one who checks 
them). Last year, learning billing was 
a hassle. But now, I have been able 
to burn through them in a couple of 
hours.  

But it’s not just the billing or office 
work that has improved. Now that I 
have a better understanding of all of 
those things, I have been able to ap-
preciate the connections I have 
made. Like meeting Gloria Butler 
while taking pictures for Helen 
Fowler’s 103rd birthday. Or talking 

with the lovely Terri Ingram during 
a tour of the high school. Or catching 
up with my good pal Dr. Miller.  

And then there’s all the nice folk 
that come into the office to drop off 
subscription money or give story 
ideas. I have become appreciative of 
the short interactions I’ve had meet-
ing these wonderful people. I don’t 
know if it’s just a Waseca thing or a 
people thing, but most everyone I run 
across are great people. So keep it up 
you guys. 

Sadly though, I have to move on. 

I will continue to write columns for 
the Pioneer, but once school starts 
again I’m afraid there will be no 
more stories from me. I know, I 
know, everyone is just devastated.  

During the school year I will be 
working for the school newspaper, 
the Minnesota Daily. I worked there 
last fall before I studied abroad and 
it was fun. It was also slightly weird 
though, coming from a small town 
newspaper where I was covering 
events at the library to writing stories 
about union strikes, the pandemic, 

and the safety of the campus.  
Next summer I am hoping to get 

an internship with a larger news 
source, such as the Star Tribune or 
MPR. Maybe I’ll even go to New 
York for the summer and work as an 
intern for the New York Times. My 
goal before graduating is to have 
some experience in all types of news 
reporting so that when I leave school, 
I will have a better understanding of 
what I want to do once I step into the 
career world. I could be a foreign re-
porter, an editor, a radio show host, a 
blogger. It’s a wonder to think where 
this life will take me. Hopefully 
someplace fun.  

My Determination: “You’re a sto-
ryteller. Dream up something wild 
and improbable. Something beautiful 
and full of monsters." 

“Beautiful and full of monsters?” 
“All the best stories are.”  

― Laini Taylor, Strange the 
Dreamer 

Dreaming something wild and improbable

Perhaps my largest fixation for 
watching wild animals is for hum-
mingbirds; it’s almost mystical to see 
them hovering in one place, their 
wings only a blur around them. It is 
no effort but rather a pleasure for me 
to make the concentrated sugar water 
that goes in their feeders and to keep 
the feeders clean and full.  

In exchange, I get to watch them 
come, go, and quarrel among them-
selves–or are they making mating 
decisions?  Whatever their intent, it 
is uplifting to see them circle each 
other chittering, or perching on a 
nearby branch like a sentinel to keep 
other birds away from a particular 
feeder. 

Even though I tell them constantly 
that there’s plenty for everyone, the 
face-offs continue. 

I also enjoy watching much larger 
birds. The other day I saw a small 
group of full-grown turkeys walking 
with sets of young who were ob-
viously from two different hatchings: 
three of them were about 18 inches 
tall, the others were more like 8 
inches. I happened to be in my car, 
but not moving so I got to watch the 
group of them amble along the road-
side before tucking themselves into 
the nearby grass. 

I have also been stalking some 
herons who seem to live on a pond 
along a route I drive often. Though 
they pay no attention to a fast-mov-

ing vehicle, they become nervous 
when one drives slowly or, worse 
yet, stops so the occupant can try to 
take some pictures.  Even though the 
photos I’ve gotten have been pretty 
unsatisfactory, it is still a privilege to 
see the birds wading through the 
shallow pond obviously foraging for 
food. 

This past weekend I was staying 
on a quiet little lake in northern Min-
nesota. Called Big Bass Lake, it 
doesn’t have the sort of fishing that 
pulls in a lot of attention, so it’s more 
of a rural community–one in which 
everyone knows everyone else.  
There are often two pairs of adult 
loons on the lake each spring. The 
cabin owners keep track of how 
many young each pair hatches and 
watch over them like well-intended, 
nosy neighbors. 

Everyone takes note when the 
adults give their lilting “distress” or 
“danger” call. The most likely threat 
is an eagle out to grab itself one of 
the chicks. One cabin owner told of 
an incident a few days before during 
which some folks across the lake re-
alized the eagle was out hunting, and 
so purposely took their boats out into 
the water in the vicinity of the loons. 

I felt exceptionally privileged dur-
ing my stay: I looked out over the 
water and there, only a few feet from 
shore, were two loons floating se-
renely. One of them even appeared to 

be asleep and simply drifting. 
I grabbed my camera and slid 

along the lakeshore, stepping out 
onto the docks of people I knew 
would be patient with me.  I snapped 
a lot of pictures and moved back and 
forth across docks a fair number of 
times, but am thrilled to report the 
two loons let me get astoundingly 
close to them at times. They didn’t 
seem to mind me, standing still and 
quietly aiming my camera, but other 
disturbances nearby caused them to 
move around a bit–never really 
frightened, just cautious. 

I told Eli before I left on this trip 
that, if I got some good loon photos, 
I was going to ask him to publish 
them.  Well, this column, and my fix-
ation, are my excuse.  As you see 
from the pictures, they are immature 
birds, probably hatched this spring, 
but now independent enough to be 
away from the adults. 

Choosing which photo to share 
was very difficult…in some, they 
were so relaxed they were stretching 
their legs out in back of themselves. 
The quick flips that they gave their 
big, flat feet were strongly reminis-
cent of a wave–so much so that I 
couldn’t resist “waving” back a time 
or two. But you don’t have to know 
much about photography to know 
that certain elements–good focus, 
strong framing, a well positioned 
subject–are vital. 

Fortunately for me, the two loons 
were so patient I was given many, 
many chances.  Here’s hoping that 
you find a chance similar to mine, 
one in which you get to completely 
satisfy one of your life’s fixations. 

Get out there and enjoy your-
selves, everyone! There’s magic just 
around the corner; all you have to do 
is find it. 

My fixation on  
area wildfowl

2     Friday, August 11, 2023                                                                                                                                                                                  Pioneer

Compostings
by Al Batt

copyright © 2022 by Al Batt

How did your home 
town get its name?

ECHOES FROM THE 
LOAFERS’ CLUB MEETING 

 It’s nice to meet you, Alan. 
 Please, call me Allen. I just went 

to the movie theater to see 
“Groundhog Day II.” 

 How was it? 
 It was a repeat showing of the 

original “Groundhog Day” movie.  
DRIVING BY BRUCE'S 

DRIVE 
 I have a wonderful neighbor 

named Bruce. Whenever I pass his 
drive, thoughts occur to me. Every-
thing was nearly copacetic. I’d re-
membered to swing both legs out 
of bed that morning. That was a 
good start. Our collective mantra 
had become, “I wish it would rain.” 
My wife and I watered the plants at 
graves in a couple of cemeteries. 
We miss people. A friend and 
former neighbor told me she had fi-
nally gotten her husband, who has 
a serious addiction to farming, to 
go on a vacation. Sometimes we 
need to get out of our own way. 
She said the first 100 miles were 
the hardest. After that, he enjoyed 
himself. I’m not sure when the first 
100 miles go past after losing a 
cherished friend or family member, 
but it takes forever. Another friend 
said she didn’t dare put artificial 
flowers on her mother’s grave for 
fear her mater might come back to 
haunt her. 

 I attended the funeral of a be-
loved classmate, Barb Thompson. 
I was lucky to have known her and 
she was a light in a window, even 
though she was one of those who 
voted me most likely to be not pic-
tured in our class yearbook. 

WORKING AT THE 
COUNTY FAIR 

 I was cautious enough to step 
out of the way of youthful energy 
as I sampled the fair fare. It was a 
little chewy, too sweet, had an 
overabundance of grease and was 
way too salty. In other words, it 
was just the way I liked it. Driving 
home each night, at the same spot 
on the road, just south of a neigh-
bor’s farm driveway, my wind-
shield was bombarded with 
night-flying insect splats. It 
sounded as if someone were throw-
ing rice at my car. I see fewer in-
sects on my windshield than years 
ago. Cars and glass have become 
more aerodynamic. Many wetlands 
have disappeared. Widespread use 
of Bt corn has led to a significant 
population suppression of the Eu-
ropean corn borer and their dimin-
ished flights have left room on my 
windshield. The moths will de-
velop a resistance. 

ECHOES FROM THE LI-
BRARY BOOK SALE 

 Customer: “Are you selling 
these self-help books?” 

  Me: “No, help yourself.” 
THEY KICKED GRASS 

 I was at Good Shepherd Lu-
theran Church in Decorah when I 
saw a sheet where folks in the con-
gregation could sign up to mow the 
church’s lawn on Thursday, Friday 
or Saturday as long as they mowed 
when the grass was dry and kept 
the blade height at 3 inches.   

 A friend told me he doesn’t 
drink, smoke or golf. He doesn’t 
own a boat, snowmobile or motor-
cycle. People ask him what he does 
for excitement. He tells them he 
has a nice lawn mower. He oper-
ates a lawn-mowing service, which 
was slowed by the dry weather. 

ASK AL 
 “If your house was on fire when 

you came home, other than living 
things, what would you rush in and 
save?” Something near the front 
door. 

 “What or whom is your home-
town named after?” The water 
tower. 

 “What is the fear of giants 
called?” Fee-fi-phobia. 

 “Have you ever played golf?” 
Yes, I shot a 42, but I didn’t do that 
well on the second hole. 

NATURE NOTES 
 David Olson of Hartland asked 

when purple martins leave. They 
are around their houses from May 
through late July. After fledging 
young, they congregate at a roost 
situated near water. Roosts remain 
active for six weeks or longer, but 
individual birds might stay only 
four weeks before beginning a long 
migration to Brazil. 

 Here's some weather lore about 
August. For every fog in August, 
there will be a snowfall in winter. 
As August, so the next February. If 
the first week in August is un-
usually warm, the coming winter 
will be white and long. When it 
rains in August, it rains honey. If a 
cold August follows a hot July, it 
foretells a winter hard and dry. 

 The Farmer's Almanac’s outlook 
for the winter of 2023-24 is cold 
with average snowfall in Minne-
sota, Iowa and the Dakotas and 
cold and stormy in Wisconsin, with 
potential blizzards for the first 
week of March in the North Cen-
tral States. That sounds about right. 

IN GRATITUDE 
 Thank you to the readers of the 

Albert Lea Tribune for the wonder-
ful honor and to Bonnie Schuster 
for her 25 years as editor/publisher 
of the Freeborn Frisbee. 

REST IN PEACE 
 Ginger Fonza planted and cared 

for the flowers in Hartland and 
made them lovelier. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 
 “Hello, sun in my face. Hello, 

you who made the morning and 
spread it over the fields…Watch, 
now, how I start the day in happi-
ness, in kindness.”—Mary Oliver.

In my world of newsing this week, 
it was pretty busy. New Rchland held 
its annual night out and had record 
attendance. I spoke with the Waseca 
mayor for a while Tuesday night and 
came away with a nice story. Chat-
ting with Randy, he made the com-
ment that he probably shouldn’t be 
suggesting stories to the press. I 
should have stopped him, but a valu-
able lesson I’ve learned in the news-
paper and regular world is this, “If 
someone is talking, let them talk.”  

He shared the story about how 
Waseca is set to get $4 million in in-
frastructure funds and although inter-
esting, that isn’t the direction I’m 
taking this. Here’s what I would have 
said if I had interrupted him. “Our 
readers should always tell me what 
they want us to write about.” 

I can safely say that each week 
over the past two months, we’ve 
written at least one, usually more, 
stories requested by readers. I think 
it helps that I’m out and about all the 
time. It might also help that I tell 
every subscriber to let me know if 
they want something in the paper. 
Regardless, I’m grateful for the feed-
back. Please keep the suggestions 
coming.  

The Braves season came to an end 
Monday night in Jordan. Kelvin 
pitched a good game, but WEM 

threw better. Our only hit came in the 
ninth inning when Kelvin notched a 
base hit. 

I remember last year's final game, 
a loss to Minnesota Lake. I sat 
around for a long time after the 
game, so did Kelvin, Blake, and 
Tink. Finally Tink walked over and 
said, “It’s always hard to go home 
after the last game. But it’s time to 
go.”  

I didn’t play a whole lot this sea-
son and missed many games for 
many reasons. (Mainly I work a lot.) 
So even though it’s the first time I’ve 
had a season end as a player since 
2017, it wasn’t as difficult.  

In 2017 I played my last summer 
of legion ball for New Richland. I re-
member my final game well. Drew 
Paukert was our coach and we knew 
we weren’t going to play in the play-
offs because we weren’t sure we 
would have enough players. So I 

knew that this final regular season 
game would be my last.  

We won 8-0. I went 3-3 with some 
RBIs and pitched the final two in-
nings.  

I remember walking up for my 
final at bat. I didn’t really think about 
it, if I had, it probably wouldn’t have 
ended so well. On the first pitch I 
laced a triple over the right fielder’s 
head to the wall. (I’m a left handed 
hitter.)  

I then went out and pitched the 
final inning, the last time I have ever 
pitched. That was tough. I still re-
member trying to take my time and 
stretch that final inning out as long 
as I could. I allowed two runners be-
fore Drew came out to ask me if I 
was tired. No, I just wanted to keep 
pitching.  

I don’t remember my last pitch or 
the last out, but I do remember that 
feeling on the mound and the thought 

that went through my mind. “Enjoy 
this.”  

I don’t know how long I stuck 
around after that final game, but 
whatever the length of time, it wasn’t 
enough.  

I’ve shared in a previous column 
how my high school career ended a 
year prior, so I’ll share it in abbrevi-
ated fashion.  

In my final high school game Jack 
Schultz threw a no-hitter, but we still 
lost 2-1 to St. James. I went 0-2 with 
a walk and my only regret was 
swinging at the first pitch when I 
came up with the bases loaded. I 
never chased, but our assistant coach 
came up to me before the at-bat and 
told me to look for a good pitch to hit 
on the first pitch. And I chased a 
pitch low and outside.  

I remember sitting in a circle with 
all of our teammates. Everyone was 
crying when that same coach told us 
something I will never forget. “If 
today is the worst day of your life, 
think about how blessed your life is.”  

If I can be sad about a baseball 
season ending, think about how 
blessed my life is. 

Blessed are they who see beautiful 
things in humble places where other 
people see nothing.” – Camille Pis-
sarro 

Sitting around talking baseball and news

by Eli Lutgens
copyright © 2022 by Eli Lutgens

Just  a  Thought...

WILDFOWL - Photos Deb captured on a northern Minnesota 
lake.                                                      Pioneer photo by Deb Bently
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By JONAH STAFFORD 
Staff Writer 

A 19th century schoolhouse from 
the old village of Janesville has 
found a new home at Autumn Acres 
Farm, having been moved the morn-
ing of Thursday, July 27. The farm’s 
co-owner Cheryl Bleess said that the 
schoolhouse is believed to have been 
constructed in the early 1850s and 
was in use until at least 1870. That 
year, Janesville was moved to its 
current location and a new school-
house was built to service its res-

idents.  
Bleess said she and her husband 

Chad decided a few years ago that 
they wanted to move a historic build-
ing, like a school or church, to their 
farm property if the opportunity 
came up. This past April, Bleess said 
that buying the schoolhouse “fell 
into their lap” when Chad saw it 
listed on Craigslist. Once they found 
it was from Janesville, Bleess said 

Schoolhouse 
gets new home

By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

After 42 years of service and sup-
port, Judy O’Neil is retiring from 
Waseca Dental Care in 

Waseca—well, mostly anyway.  
Kathy Miller “retired” in 2018 

only to return to help out part of 
every year since then. 

The two might be accused of lov-
ing what they do so much that 
they’re not quite willing to let go. 

They are also a walking compen-
dium of how dental services in 
Waseca, and even industry-wide, 
have been evolving over the past five 
decades. 

Now the office manager for 
Waseca Dental Care, O’Neil says she 
oversees “a little bit of everything,” 
including internet technology, ac-
counting and payroll. She began in 
1981 as office manager for dentist 
Dr. Craig Peterson. At that time, ac-
counting and payroll were records 
kept on paper ledgers, and the term 
“internet technology” existed only in 
science fiction. The office was lo-
cated in Waseca’s downtown area, in 
the 100 block of Second Avenue SE. 

Dr. Peterson purchased the prac-
tice in 1971 and was joined in his 
practice by Dr. Rodney Kolpin in 
1977; O’Neil helped manage the 
changes in record-keeping, customer 
scheduling, billing, and more. 

The office got its first computer in 
1992; the process of modernizing fell 
to O’Neil. 

When Dr. Rebbeca Thompson be-
came the sole owner, “I told her, ‘No 

more name changes.’ They’re too 
much trouble!” So rather than using 
her name for the transitioning busi-
ness, Thompson chose “Waseca Den-
tal Care.” 

O’Neil explains that, each time the 
practice changed its name, she had to 
take care of innumerable details, 
from letterhead and forms to infor-
mation on file with suppliers; “Even 
the way we answered the phone,” she 
recalls. 

“I just didn’t want to ever have to 
do it again,” says O’Neil lightly. 

Dental hygienist Kathy Miller has 
been working for the business for the 
past 47 years, although she did offi-
cially retire in 2018, only to come 
back periodically. 

Miller’s recollection of the 1970s 

and ‘80s are ones that include so 
many changes they seem even longer 
ago. 

“We didn’t wear masks or gloves,” 
she says, shaking her head. “The idea 
of infection control was washing our 
hands and using cold disinfection on 
the instruments.” 

What shepherded in the change 
was the AIDS epidemic of the 1990s. 

“Change is often good, but it’s al-
most never easy,” she comments. 

Both O’Neil and Miller also re-
member the changes brought as tech-
nology improved. 

One of the first changes that come 

to mind for Miller is what it used to 
take to make “films” of patients’ 
teeth. Images were taken on film 
which had to be protected from light, 
then cycled through various chemical 
baths with pauses in between. She 
jokes that she got “a lot of exercise” 
moving back and forth over and over 
again from the darkroom to her pa-
tient and back until the film was fi-
nally ready to show the doctor. 

“Since 2012, we’ve been able to 
make digital images. They’re on the 

WASECA DENTAL CARE - Dentists Brett Wickershei, left, and Rebecca Thompson, far right with 
retirees Kathy Miller, middle left, and Judy O’Neil, middle right. 

Legacy continued on 5

There’s a song by Simon and Gar-
funkel titled “Feelin’ Groovy.” It 
starts out: “Slow down, you move too 
fast, you got to make the morning 
last. Just kicking down the cobble-
stones, looking for fun and feeling 
groovy.” 

 The world today just keeps mov-
ing faster–I wish it could take the 
song’s advice, just slow down a bit 
and not move so fast.  

When I’m driving down the free-
way at 73 mph, it’s amazing to me 
how many times I’m passed in the 
fast lane, those vehicles must be all 
traveling in the neighborhood of 80 
mph. I always wonder if they are late 
for something, maybe work, maybe 
the Gopher game, or maybe they just 
always drive fast. The Vikings #1 
draft choice this year, a wide receiver 
out of Stanford, was clocked at well 
over 100 mph while driving in the 
Cities. Obviously he was issued a 

well deserved ticket. Was he late for 
practice? His reason: he was rushing 
home to tend to his sick dog. On a 
positive note, he may be the fastest, 
pass catching receiver in the NFL. 
SLOW DOWN, WE DRIVE TOO 
FAST! 

Our emphasis on speed has 
changed more than our driving 
habits. 

A great meal that takes two hours 
to prepare for family is now a diffi-
cult endeavor. Mom or Dad are on a 
tight schedule, and there just isn’t 

time to think about preparing a sit-
down family supper. Besides, one of 
the kids is too busy to be there. No 
time for a pancake sit-down family 
breakfast. We have to be in Lakeville 
at 8 a.m. on Saturday morning for our 
fifth-graders’ basketball game. Pizza 
delivered to the door, or a quick trip 
to fast food is so much easier. SLOW 
DOWN, WE EAT TOO FAST! 

When I was teaching sixth grade, I 
used to show some motivating 
science movies on the two-reel pro-
jector. Disney’s Nature’s Strangest 

Creatures, or the Lorax were two of 
the students’ favorites. Bet you’re 
saying now, “Oh my, he was one of 
those learn-by-film teachers.” Next 
came the overhead projector and 
writing on the big screen, or learning 
from transparencies. I was in great 
shape for teaching unless the light 
burned out in my equipment; that’s 
why I always had a spare bulb in my 
desk drawer. Coaching football, I’d 
travel with Coach Gilbertson to rival 
towns to meet other coaches and ex-
change game film recorded on big, 
black VCR cassettes. On to the com-
puter lab, DVDs and personal student 
laptops. On arrival at school I’d 
check my computer and address sev-
eral messages or concerns from par-
ents before the bell rang and we all 
stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Slow down: Faster isn’t always better
Bits and Pieces

by Dave Zika
copyright © 2022 by Dave Zika

Zika continued on 4

ON THE ROAD - The vintage schoolhouse recently acquired 
by Autumn Acres had to be brought over the road in July.

IN PLACE - Over the next months, the Autumn Acres school-
house will be renovated for use on the farm.     Submitted photos

Autumn continued on 5

             WASECA                 
        CITY COUNCIL

By AMELIA ROESSLER 
Editorial Assistant 

Southern Minnesota Initiative 
Foundation annual update and 
new employee introductions oc-
cupied nearly the entire 29-mi-
nute span of the brief, August 2 
Waseca city council meeting. 
Council member James Eber-
towski was the only one to op-
pose the adjournment of the 
meeting, as he was hoping to 
make it to at least the half-hour 
mark.  

During the requests and pre-
sentations part of the meeting, 
new employees were introduced. 
Chief of Police Penny Vought 
presented a new officer, Seth 
Crouse. 

“As the oldest member of the 
Waseca Police Department,” 
Vought said, “I introduce you to 
the youngest member.”   

Larry Sipe, chairperson of the 
Waseca Area Neighborhood 
Service Center, introduced the 
council to Cindy Kolander, the 
Center’s new executive director. 
Kolander thanked the council 
and led them through some of 
the many programs the center is 
offering.  

Sara Scheffert, a Southern 
Minnesota Initiative Foundation 
(SMIF) employee, gave an up-
date to the council and thanked 
them for what she called “con-
tinual support.”  

Scheffert mentioned three 
areas of focus for the SMIF: 
early childhood, economic de-
velopment and community sup-
port. The SMIF, located in 
Owatonna, gives away free 
books for young children and 
provides free training for day-
care providers. For economic 
development, SMIF gives grants 
for small towns, including pro-
viding Waseca with the Paint the 
Town grant multiple times. 
Another focus of SMIF is keep-
ing local dollars local, some-
thing Scheffert said is done well 
since for every one dollar do-
nated to SMIF, $16 is given back 
to the county.  

Scheffert said the city council 
has provided support of around 
$2,000 each year and hopes they 
will continue supporting SMIF.  

The council also gave consid-
eration to a letter from a citizen 
concerning use of golf carts on 
city streets. The letter, which 
Mayor Randy Zimmerman read 
aloud, observed that even 
though side-by-side four 
wheelers can legally be driven 
on city streets, golf carts cannot. 
The citizen asked council 
members to  expand the policy 
to allow golf carts as well.  

Council 
meets new 
staff, hears 
updates

 “Change is often good, but it’s almost 
never easy.”                        — Judy O’Neil

*  *  *

Keen Bank customer 
appreciation Aug. 15 

Keen Bank will be hosting a 
Customer Appreciation event 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Tues-
day, August 15 at its Waseca, El-
lendale and Hope locations. 
Keen Bank staff will serve hot 
dogs, chips and pop to show ap-
preciation to customers and the 
community, while supplies last.

*  *  *

*  *  *

Art in the Park  
Aug. 19 in Waseca 

Waseca Art in the Park will be 
11 a.m.-7 p.m. The art and cul-
tural festival will feature art 
booths, family art activities, live 
music, and more. Held at Trow-
bridge Park, 409 2nd St. NE, 
Waseca. Sponsored by the 
Waseca Art Center, (507) 835-
1701, www.wasecaartcenter.org 
or info@wasecaartscouncil.org.  

*  *  *

Circus Stella to  
perform Sept. 8 

Circus Stella is coming to 
Christian Assembly Church on 
Sept. 8 from 4 p.m. until 5:30 
p.m. The show promises to bring 
smiles and laughter to the au-
dience. Tickets are on sale at cir-
cusstella.com

Freemason’s Soap 
Box races Aug. 19 

The Waseca Masons will be 
holding their 5th annual Soap 
Box Race on Saturday, August 
19.  The Family Fun event will 
start at 11:00 a.m. with games 
and pre-race festivities.  The 
races will begin at 12:00.  They 
will be held at the Waseca Tus-
can Lodge, 831 3rd Ave. NE (1 
block south of the Boathouse). 

Kids ages 6-18 are encour-
aged to come and race a car.  For 
registration, rules and guidelines 
contact Kevin Clemons at 507-
461-2388.  You can also register 
that day, August 19 at 11:00 a.m.

*  *  *

Back to school crafts 
Aug. 22 in Waldorf 

Aug. 22: Back to School 
Crafts for ages 8-12. Celebrate 
the start of the new school year 
with a trio of crafts you can use 
at school. Will be 1-5 p.m. at the 
Waldorf Public Library, 119 S. 
Main St. (507) 239-2248. 

*  *  *

Tea towel class Aug. 
22 in New Richland 

Aug. 22: Tea Towel Class for 
adults. Create a custom family 
heirloom tea towel with a hand-
written recipe printed onto it. 
Bring in a handwritten recipe. 
Registration required. 10 a.m.-1 
p.m., at New Richland Public 
Library, 129 Broadway Ave. S., 
(507) 465-3708.

Correction 
The Melissa Schulz article 

printed in last week’s edition 
was written by staff writer, 
Jonah Stafford, not by Deb 
Bently.

Council continued on 10

O’Neil, 
Miller, 
leave a  
legacy



additional arts teacher, districts are 
having trouble finding applicants. 

On the other hand, Hudspith points 
out, rural districts received additional 
funding under the legislative 
changes, which was a pleasant sur-
prise since many outstate districts 
have felt the legislature has been  
consistently “metro-centric” with 
past funding increases. “As we dig 
deeper into the information, there 
may be some sources which will be 
even more help to our programs than 
we realized,” observes Hudspith. 

NRHEG’s Meihak mentions a re-
gional opportunity through the South 
Central Service Cooperative (SCSC) 
which may provide area schools with 
a “Career and Technical Education 
Workforce Coordinator” to help in-
crease opportunities for students in 
the hands-on education areas of food 
science, agriculture, construction and 
business. 

Also a possibility for the districts 
is the “Hope Squad,” a program in-
tended to support student mental 

health and sense 
of well-being. 

Asked to share 
something they’re 
excited about for 
the coming year, 
WEM’s Regan 
mentions becom-
ing acquainted 
with the staff after 
spending the 
summer working 
on administration-focused work. 

Waseca’s Hudspith says he is ex-
cited to continue working on the dis-
trict’s five-year plan, which includes 
a focus on individual education for 
each learner. By helping students ex-
amine their own education and ca-
reer plans, he says, the program helps 
students take advantage of opportu-
nities selected to help them advance 
those goals. 

“We’re working to assure all 
changes and additions are made with 
purpose and attention to the needs of 
our students, families and staff.” 

Meihak mentions that NRHEG’s 
focus on expanding its offerings and 
programs is providing “dividends” in 
the form of increased enrollments for 
the district. He attributes this to the 
quality staff and facilities NRHEG 

has been building ever since the re-
vamping of the district’s Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) facilities. 

JWP’s Erler takes pride in the con-
tinued growth his district has shown 
in its advanced metal sculpture, life 
skills, and elementary art programs. 
“We’ve been asking for funding to 
make these improvements for years,” 
he said. “Now at least one of those 
new positions has been supported fi-
nancially by the legislature.” 

In addition to their scheduled 

monthly collaboration sessions, the 
four superintendents mention that 
they communicate among them-
selves quite freely as they face 
shared questions or tasks. “It helps us 
serve our districts more efficiently,” 
observes Erler. 

And thinking of the shared com-
plications presented by winter 
storms, Hudspith jokes, “The text 
chains become very active around 5 
a.m. when there’s weather moving 
in.” 

clude gentle rises and valleys. The 
“windrows”of grass and leaves will 
be placed on the higher ground. 

Water will move downhill away 
from the windrows to the collecting 
pond at the south end. There, it will 
be filtered by carefully engineered 
aggregates of varying coarseness be-
fore being delivered to drainage tiles 
for removal.  

“We are doing everything we can 
to assure none of our waste is 
wasted,” quips Bramer. 

She also explains that the county 
has had a composting area of land on 
the property with the recycling center 
for more than 25 years.  Though 
many residents of Waseca and other 
communities may not know it, their 
leaves and yard waste have been 
being delivered there for all that 
time: When the city collects the ma-
terial and hauls it away by the dump 

truck load, it has been being deliv-
ered to the “back lot” compost area. 

For much of that time, however, it 
has been more a matter of collecting 
than composting, Bramer points out. 
The stacks simply built up over time 
and were pushed back to make more 
room when necessary. She says 
procedures changed in 2020. 

At that time, county staff began re-
positioning the yard waste into nar-
row, high rows, called “windrows.” 
An open area between the rows is 
needed to allow the materials to be 
turned, mixed and even occasionally 
screened to keep natural decomposi-
tion processes moving forward. 

Bramer demonstrates the energy at 
work as material breaks down by 
putting a four-foot-long thermometer 
into one of the windrows in the cur-
rent composting site. Already steam-
ing, the location she drives the 
thermometer into quickly indicates 
its temperature is about 120 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

Nearby is the most advanced 
windrow at the location: A typical 
observer would probably never guess 
it was ever anything but a pile of dirt. 

‘It’s good soil,” says Bramer 
matter-of-factly. She mentions that 
gardeners and landscapers have been 
buying it in containers ranging from 
buckets to truckloads at a price of 
$25 a ton since 2021. So far in 2023, 
about 120 tons have been sold; in 
2021, when the dog parks in Waseca 
were being landscaped, almost 550 
tons were bought. 

The current composting site, ho-
wever, has a number of shortfalls. 
For one thing, it is reaching its capac-
ity. For another, 25 years ago when it 
was selected, the large equipment 
and wide open spaces needed for a 
large-scale operation were not taken 
into account. Thirdly, its remote lo-
cation makes it impossible for recy-
cling center staff to oversee whether 
people are following the rules. 

One rule, for example, is that there 
should be only loose yard waste. 
Within a few feet of Bramer, up to 
five still-full garbage bags are vis-
ible. A certain amount of trash is also 
littered about, including plastic bot-
tles and food containers. 

People are also sometimes careless 
about following instructions. Bramer 

mentions that she had a few signs on 
display, some instructing visitors not 
to place their materials in certain 
places, another specifying which lo-
cation was currently meant to receive 
fresh waste. 

Shaking her head, Bramer says, “I 
wouldn’t be surprised if the signs are 
all buried in the windrows.” 

Once the new site is up and run-
ning, she observes, it will be more 
visually evident where the waste be-
longs—and recycling center staff 
will know when materials are being 
delivered and be able to provide 
guidance and assistance. 

Just as there has never been a cost 
for delivering yard waste to the 
“backwoods” location, there will be 
no charge for delivering it to the new 
facility. 

The engineered surface and the 
wide-open design will make it much 
easier to turn, agitate, and screen the 
decomposing materials. 

“All in all,” she says enthusiasti-
cally, “it will be a better system for 
everyone involved.” 

■ Compost 
 from Page 1

■ Education 
 from Page 1
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By DEB BENTLY 
News Editor 

The 4.5 acre composting site 
being added to the Waseca County 
Recycling Center is being built 
with 87% of the funding coming 
from a greater Minnesota recycling 
and composting grant awarded by 
the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency, according to information 
shared by county administrator 
Michael Johnson. Total cost for the 
construction is somewhat more 
than $288,000; the county’s share 
is somewhat under $39,000, an 
amount already set aside in the de-
partment’s budget. 

Waseca County engineer Jim 
Kollar had noted the need for an 
improved yard waste composting 
site years ago; the county had pre-
viously applied for a construction 
grant without receiving one. This 
year’s application was accepted 
and the county was awarded 
$250,000, with the condition that 
the county provide no less than 
25% of the cost either in payment 
or in-kind local match; according 
to information shared by Kollar at 
a board meeting in May, the county 
was able to meet that requirement 
by providing aggregate to be used 
in the construction. With that obli-
gation met, the county was left 
only with paying the difference be-
tween the $250,000 grant and the 
$288,000 construction cost. 

Another positive element was 
that, although Kollar had estimated 
construction bids might be as high 

as $495,000, the low bid among 
the 10 received was for $288,000 
from Evans Companies Landscap-
ing of Byron, nearly 42% less than 
anticipated. 

Construction has been underway 
throughout the summer, with com-
pletion anticipated by September 
2. The area where yard waste will 
be delivered and processed is al-
ready finished; a holding pond at 
the southern end is all that remains 
for Evans Companies to complete. 

Administrator Johnson credits 
the county’s acquisition of the new 
facility to “a tremendous effort” on 
the part of staff and notes that the 
improved facilities will provide 
important services and benefits for 
county residents. 

Also anticipated are some up-
grades on the main grounds of the 
recycling center facility, according 
to supervisor Tammie Bramer. 
These upgrades were already 
scheduled, and will be helpful as 
the expansion leads to increased 
traffic at the center.  Those visiting 
the facility will be asked to use an 
alternate driveway for a few weeks 
while the main drive is widened; 
the large driving and parking area 
between the recycling center and 
the compost site will also be re-
paved. 

Around the end of September 
when all the new services and up-
grades are in place, Bramer says 
she anticipates visits to the center 
will be smoother and more pleas-
ant. 

 

Wherhere’d d  It  G It  Go?o? 

Photo credit: Waseca County Historical Society 

Sleigh and 
Cu琀er Parade. 
Waseca.      
Parade 昀oat 
entered in the 
1965 Sleigh and 
Cu琀er  Parade 
on North State 
Street, Waseca; 
passing by the 
Waseca Hotel; iden琀昀ed riders: Carol Sue Jensen, Miss Faribault; 
and Pam Imms, Miss Waterville.  

Grant House, built in 1882 also called the Grant Hotel, Hotel 
Waseca, built by Ira Trowbridge, it burned down in the early 
1970s. The hotel was  located across from the Court House 
on North State Street , now the East Annex.  

Where’d it go?

SLOW DOWN, It was moving 
too Fast: time to retire.  

Cell phones are changing daily, 
new programs, new features from 
every provider in the industry.  

When I try to have a conver-
sation with my grannies I have to 
tell them to put their cell phones 
down. Who knows; maybe the wel-
come wagon will put a cell phone 
in every newborns' welcome pack-
age.  

Wifi, Facebook, Instagram, 
Twitter, dish cable T.V.; what 
changes will we see in the next 
couple of years? I finally feel com-
fortable running my remote and 
watching T.V. with Media Com 
cable. Now I hear there will be 
major changes in the cable indus-
try. Nearly all shopping-for any-
thing-can now be done online. 
Make sure you are aware of iden-
tity theft or porch thieves. Many 
new vehicles don’t have CD 
players. Plug into Pandora, blue-
tooth, or whatever for your easy lis-
tening. SLOW Down media, baby 
boomers aren’t ready for more 
change. 

Gary Meurer is retired west of 
town and lives on a hobby farm 
with his wife Ginger. They are both 
an asset to our Waseca community 
and are well-liked and respected by 
all. Gary taught for 41 years and 
coached for 51. I’m sure any stu-
dent Gary taught in math or any 
athlete he coached will tell you 
they had fun, and Gary made them 
the best they could be. He coached 
the Waseca Cross Country team in 
his latter years and made his team 
a powerhouse in southern Minne-
sota. 

I remember seeing Gary running 
with his athletes and later biking 
with them as they ran their routes. 
He wasn’t a coach who said “meet 
you in the locker room after com-
pleting your workout.”  

Gary taught his team condition-
ing and strength strategy, pace, and 
finish with a kick. He used a little 
Simon and Garfunkel by teaching 
his runners to slow down, you run 
too fast: pace yourself, save 
strength for your finish. A cross 
country run is a shade over 3 miles. 
Gary won a girls state title and 
placed as high as third with his girls 
and boys cross country teams.  

If you are constantly moving too 
fast, slow down and take time to 
smell the roses. Until next time, 
stay safe and healthy.  

■ Zika 
 from Page 3
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Erler

Staff effort 
enables site



By JONAH STAFFORD 
Staff Writer 

The Janesville-Waldorf-Pem-
berton School Board continued its 
preparation for the upcoming 
school year at its July 17 meeting. 
All school board members were in 
attendance with the exception of 
Tim Burke. 

Superintendent Jeremy Erler 
said that he’s been dealing with 
several resignations and job post-
ings in the district lately, mention-
ing that an interviewee for the 
district operations coordinator po-
sition was offered the job, but de-
clined. Because of this, 
applications continue to be ac-
cepted. Also not yet filled are the 
activities director, community 
education director, high school 
counselor and behavior interven-
tionist positions. 

Erler told board members inter-
views for the activities director po-
sition were scheduled over the 
next few days, and shared that four 
applications had been submitted 
for the community education di-
rector role, with others in progress. 
Erler said he hoped that interviews 
for the position could take place 
early the following week. He said 
that two completed applications 
had been received for the behavior 
interventionist position, while 
none have been received for the 
role of high school counselor.  

Among the staffing changes that 
have occurred over the summer is 
the resignation of Dale Compton, 
the high school’s art teacher, effec-
tive June 29. High School Coun-
selor Anna Braam resigned 
effective July 1. Also resigning 
was Activity Director and Dean of 
Students Paul Brunner, effective 
July 14. Finally, Andrea Kron-
bach, who worked as community 
education director and as a grant 
writer for the district, resigned ef-
fective July 21. Tori Doohey, a 
teacher at the elementary school’s 
Bulldog Academy, is taking a 
leave of absence effective No-
vember 28. Two hires were made 
effective August 21: Aylajean 
Seibert taking Compton’s place as 
high school art teacher and Liz 
Kvebak in the newly created ele-
mentary art teacher position.  

Erler showed school board 
members the September lunch 
menu. He also discussed the ongo-
ing wall construction in the media 
center and the creation of an extra 
emergency exit needed to meet 
fire codes.  

Erler said that his annual eval-
uation is coming up. School Board 
Chair Laura Seys is expected to 
distribute a form to all board 
members, with the results to be 
shared in a closed session in Au-
gust. After that conversation, Erler 
hopes to start negotiations with 
various staff groups, including 
teachers, in early August, to pre-
pare for the 2023-2024 school 
year.  

The district’s June 2023 bank 
balances were as follows: General 
Checking- $2,909,669, Project 
Checking- $998,587, General 
CDs- $2,000,000, and Project CD- 
$1,250,000. 

The school board approved a 
general work agreement for Ra-
chel Kluver, the district’s occupa-
tional therapist, for the upcoming 
year.  

A resolution to accept the ballot 
wording and call for an election 
for the changed authorized use of 
bond proceeds was accepted unan-

imously by the board. The special 
election, slated for November 7, 
will determine whether the district 
is authorized to use $1,900,000 it 
has remaining in General Obliga-
tion Facilities Maintenance Bonds 
toward new acquisitions and bet-
terment of school facilities. One 
such improvement could be new 
roof construction. The bonds as a 
whole were initially distributed for 
a ten-year plan of facility improve-
ments that have since been com-
pleted. The ballot contains a notice 
that voting “yes,” on the question 
of changing the authorized use of 
those bonds includes a property 
tax increase. 

Other action during the school 
board meeting authorized a three-
year contract with SMS School 
Services for payroll and human re-
sources services, pending approval 
by the district’s lawyer. It was 
noted that while it is a three-year 
contract, the school would have 
the option to exit after one year by 
paying 20% of the rest of it. The 
contract amounts to $50,000, paid 
in two halves, for the first year and 
with a rate increase of 3% per year 
for the second and third years. One 
item of concern was that the con-
tract would make SMS the exclu-
sive accounting firm for the school 
district, which board members 
suggested be reworded in negotia-
tion. The motion was approved in 
a 5-1 vote; board member Tim 
Boelke dissented.  

A motion to approve Erler for 
designation of identified official 
with authority for the Minnesota 
Department of Education (MDE) 
external user access recertification 
system was passed unanimously. 
Erler said this authorization must 
be renewed every July to allow 
him continued access to secure 
MDE websites and systems. 

A number of proposed new 
school policies received their first 
reading during the meeting. Pol-
icies regard topics including equal 
educational opportunity, drug-free 
workplace/drug-free school, cor-
poral punishment and prone re-
straint, enrollment of nonresident 
students, and student directory in-
formation. 

As a last item of business, the 
board unanimously passed a res-
olution accepting donations. 
Among these were seven Waseca 
Water Park punch cards donated 
by Immanuel Miller for a JWP 
school aged care (SAC) field trip; 
also donated to SAC were food-
serving supplies provided by the 
Casteel family. Michael and Kay 
Carda donated $50 for welding 
supplies in memory of Richard 
Carda. The Lake Elysian Water-
shed Association donated $500 to-
ward a scholarship. The JWP 
Education Association donated 
$1,500 toward a scholarship as 
well. The Janesville Area 
Chamber of Commerce donated 
$500 for 2024 JWP band shirts. 
The Janesville Memorial Day As-
sociation gave $50 each for JWP’s 
general fund and speech and band 
programs. The Hay Daze Fun Run 
donated $3,200 of its event pro-
ceeds towards JWP’s track pro-
gram. The Bulldog Baseball Club 
donated $1,000 for a “turtle shell” 
net for the baseball field. A $12.60 
loyalty card donation was made by 
Casey’s General Store. 

JWP prepares 
for school year

Life’s Moments Deserve Beautiful Flowers - Let Us Help!

Store Hours
Mon-Fri ......................8 AM-6 PM
Sat ...............................9 AM-5 PM
Sun ....................................... Closed

810 N. State St.
Waseca,MN 56093
(507) 835-3790

Family owned and
operated since 1972

wasecafloral.com
rickmorris982@gmail.com
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Formally Waseca Optometric Center

Our health care team is 
committed to providing our 
patients with unsurpassed 
comprehensive eyecare.

Dr. John Gutfleisch

1715 S. Broadway
New Ulm, MN 56073

507-354-8531

623 W. Rock St. 
Springfield, MN 56087

507-723-2020

1111 2nd St. NE
Waseca, MN 56093

507-835-2020

Now Serving Waseca:

                 JWP                 
      SCHOOL BOARD

buying the schoolhouse “became a 
no brainer.” “It wasn’t about if we 
could do it, but how we would do it,” 
said Bleess. 

The schoolhouse was at risk of 
demolition by its former owner if it 
was not purchased and moved. Now 
that they own it, Bleess said that she 
and her husband have a “sense of re-
sponsibility” to not only preserve it, 
but to “fix it up to make sure it 
weathers at least another 100 years.” 

 Before the schoolhouse could be 
transported by the mover the 
Bleesses hired, the chimney had to 
be removed, plaster debris was 
cleaned out from its interior, and a 
new cement foundation was poured 
for it to rest on. 

Autumn Acres Farm plans on 
using the schoolhouse as a retail mar-
ket, while one corner will feature an 
exhibit on its history. Bleess said that 

corner will not be restored and “re-
main exposed for those who are cu-
rious.”  

In the near future, Bleess said that 
she plans on installing windows into 
the schoolhouse, cleaning it up more, 
and using it in the fall in an “as-is 
state.” By next year, Bleess said they 
want to “paint it, spruce it up, bring 
it back to life, and make it pretty 
again.”  

As buying, moving, and refurbish-
ing the schoolhouse has become a 
costly endeavor, Bleess said that Au-
tumn Acres is planning on launching 
a fundraiser, with more details to 
come in the near future. Bleess said 
that donors’ names will be engraved 
in the bricks of the schoolhouse's 
chimney, “forever associating those 
names with the schoolhouse as they 
are saving it too.”  

A 19th century schoolhouse from 
the old village of Janesville has 
found a new home at Autumn Acres 
Farm, having been moved the morn-
ing of Thursday, July 27. The farm’s 
co-owner Cheryl Bleess said that the 
schoolhouse is believed to have been 
constructed in the early 1850s and 

was in use until at least 1870. That 
year, Janesville was moved to its cur-
rent location and a new schoolhouse 
was built to service its residents.  

Bleess said she and her husband 
Chad decided a few years ago that 
they wanted to move a historic build-
ing, like a school or church, to their 
farm property if the opportunity 
came up. This past April, Bleess said 
that buying the schoolhouse “fell into 
their lap” when Chad saw it listed on 
Craigslist. Once they found it was 
from Janesville, Bleess said buying 
the schoolhouse “became a no 
brainer.” “It wasn’t about if we could 
do it, but how we would do it,” said 
Bleess. 

The schoolhouse was at risk of 
demolition by its former owner if it 
was not purchased and moved. Now 
that they own it, Bleess said that she 
and her husband have a “sense of re-
sponsibility” to not only preserve it, 
but to “fix it up to make sure it 
weathers at least another 100 years.” 

 Before the schoolhouse could be 
transported by the mover the 
Bleesses hired, the chimney had to 
be removed, plaster debris was 

cleaned out from its interior, and a 
new cement foundation was poured 
for it to rest on. 

Autumn Acres Farm plans on 
using the schoolhouse as a retail mar-
ket, while one corner will feature an 
exhibit on its history. Bleess said that 
corner will not be restored and “re-
main exposed for those who are cu-
rious.”  

In the near future, Bleess said that 
she plans on installing windows into 
the schoolhouse, cleaning it up more, 
and using it in the fall in an “as-is 
state.” By next year, Bleess said they 
want to “paint it, spruce it up, bring 
it back to life, and make it pretty 
again.”  

As buying, moving, and refurbish-
ing the schoolhouse has become a 
costly endeavor, Bleess said that Au-
tumn Acres is planning on launching 
a fundraiser, with more details to 
come in the near future. Bleess said 
that donors’ names will be engraved 
in the bricks of the schoolhouse's 
chimney, “forever associating those 
names with the schoolhouse as they 
are saving it too.”  

■ Autumn 
 from Page 3

computer instantly, and can even be 
visually enhanced.” 

O’Neil describes a change from 
the earlier years when, each time a 
patient arrived, she would have to 
walk back into the treatment rooms 
to inform the doctor. Later, a system 
of lit panels was developed. 

In terms of bookkeeping, O’Neil 
and Miller remember that, in the 
early 1980s, very few patients had 
dental insurance; for those who did, 
paper forms had to be completed and 
forwarded. 

Also a change for both of them 
were the government regulations sur-
rounding privacy and the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) require-
ments, which became more prevalent 
after the AIDS protocols were intro-
duced. 

Here, too, says Miller, “All of that 
was good, but it wasn’t easy. But we 
had to have our procedures in place 

in case of an inspection.” 
“After that, though, the small-

town feel was gone,” recalls O’Neil, 
describing times when a parent 
wanted information about an adult 
child’s treatment or bills, and she 
was not allowed to provide it without 
the proper signed permissions. 

“We had to tell them we don’t 
make the rules, but we do have to 
follow them,” says O Neil. 

As for the Covid pandemic, 
O’Neil shakes her head. 

“We used to have safety meetings 
where we would talk about all the 
safety protocols required by the gov-
ernment. We had a plan in case of 
fire. We had a plan in case of a dan-
gerous storm or a medical emer-
gency. 

“Also on the list was ‘pandemic.’ 
We used to just sort of dismiss it and 
say, “I guess we would call the de-
partment of health and do what we 
were told to do.” 

When the Covid pandemic ar-
rived, Waseca Dental Care was re-
quired to close its doors for nine 
weeks, leaving O’Neil as the only 
person in the office. 

In the end, she reveals, the sanitiz-

ing and safety protocols the office 
was already using proved to be in 
line with government regulations. As 
quarantine regulations eased, the of-
fice gradually increased its activity 
back to normal. 

A longer lasting difficulty for 
Waseca Dental Care, and for others 
in the medical field, was the shortage 
and costs of supplies such as gloves, 
masks, and sanitizing equipment 
created when use of those items ex-
panded so suddenly worldwide. 

Even as they weathered nearly 
constant change, both ladies say 
something that stayed the same for 
them was the assurance that the doc-
tors they worked for “have our 
backs.” 

They praise the doctors’ persistent 
attention to patient safety and wel-
fare, which included making sure 
that workers in their office could do 
their jobs well and efficiently. 

Both say they have also enjoyed 
the strong relationships they have 
been able to build with their patients. 

The newest dentist to join the prac-
tice is Dr. Brett Wickersheim, who 
was once a patient served by the two 
retirees. 

“I came here since the time I was 
a kid,” Wickersheim mentions. 
“That’s made it really easy to transi-
tion into the systems and practices 
here. 

“It’s definitely a certain type of 
honor to work with these two ladies 
who have such a history and so much 
knowledge about the industry and its 
practices.” 

As they ease into their retirements, 
each of the ladies have plans to spend 
time with family. 

O’Neil and her husband, Mike, of 
42 years, plan to go “live life” for a 
while. That will include spending 
time with their daughter, son-in-law, 
and four granddaughters who live in 
Byron, and with their son who lives 
in Grand Marais. 

“We love to take the role of being 
‘hands-on’ grandparents,” says 
O’Neil. 

With her partial retirement since 
2018, Miller says she is gradually 
getting better at relaxing, but admits 
she enjoys her work so well it has 
been fun to be back. 

■ Legacy 
 from Page 3

12u Waseca Softball

Waseca 12u Softball concluded their spring, summer, and national tournament season with a 37-11 combined record. The group 
went 5-3 last weekend at the “Monsta” 64 team tournament, earning third in the silver bracket. The group missed second after losing 
by one run in extra innings. The group is coached by Randy Zimmerman and Corey Deml. Of the season, Zimmerman commented, 
“These girls are amazing, and it’s so fun to be their coach; they learned a ton, especially how to battle it out, and how to be great 
competitors, show sportsmanship, and how to represent their community with class. Special thanks to Corey Deml for helping me 
co-coach and everything else she does for these girls, and to all of the parents who step up and help coach, as well. We would be 
lost without all of their support. So darn fun! The future is bright for these young ladies! Absolutely a blessing!” 

The players on the team were: Maddie Root, Alli Mader, Addison Zimmerman, Libby Miller, Avery Barto, Lucy Deml, Hannah Rugger, 
Lilly Peterson, Charley Castro, Estela Balderas, and Brier Hayes. 



Precision Chiropractic & Well-
ness and Nyla Hagen, Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor in 
Waseca have purchased a new of-
fice space that will be shared be-
tween the two and was funded by 
the Region Nine Development 
Commission’s (RNDC) “Revolv-
ing Loan Fund” program, which 
helps facilitate financing for busi-
nesses and projects across a nine-
county area. 

Hagen was a chiropractic pa-
tient of Dr. Ryan Mairs, the 
owner of Precision. The two dis-
cussed how they both needed a 
new space to expand, and the 
groundwork was laid for the new 
office space. With the help of 
RNDC’s revolving land fund pro-
gram, the two businesses were 
able to secure funding to pur-
chase and renovate an office 
space just off Highway 13/N. 
State St. in Waseca: 104 22nd Ave 
NE. 

Both Mairs and Hagen have 
more than 20 years of experience 
in their respective professions 
and have earned the trust of the 
community. Precision Chiroprac-
tic treats everyone from athletes 
to the elderly, and Mairs is also a 
certified pediatric chiropractor. 
During three years of specialized 
training, he learned how to care 
for children from birth through 
their teenage years. This also in-
cludes caring for mothers during 
their pregnancy. 

Hagen has weathered the storm 
of three recessions. Because of 
this experience, she has a wealth 
of experience that has helped her 
clients meet their financial goals 
no matter the economic con-
ditions. She also has a knack for 
explaining complex financial sit-
uations in simple terms. Hagen 
said, “Our clients tell me they are 
grateful for the way I explain 
things — that I speak finance in a 
language they can understand and 
give them the perspective they 
need to make wise decisions.” 

The new space allows Preci-
sion Chiropractic & Wellness to 
expand its services and hire more 
employees. The company cur-
rently has two doctors on staff, 
but Mairs plans to hire another 
doctor within a year. Hagen is 
using the space to create a com-
fortable and private space for her 
clients to plan for their financial 

futures. 
Visitors are invited to see the 

new facility at 104 22nd Ave. NE, 
Waseca. More information is also 
available on company websites. 

Visit Precision Chiropractic on-
line at https://www.precision-
waseca.com/ and Nyla Hagen at 
https://www.edwardjones.com/us
-en/financial-advisor/nyla-hagen 
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Large Farm retirement auction

LOW HOURED VERSATILE - J.D.       
TRACTORS - COMBINES - WAGONS

• Versatile 2375 4WD Classic, Only 1446 Hrs, Auto Steer, 
710/70R-38” tires, rear suitcase weights, Cummins engine, 4 
Hyd., Tractor No. 334929, No Def., one owner, NICE
• John Deere 4640, Quad range, shows 8617 Hrs, 18.4R - 42” 
tires with axle duals, two Hyd., RockBox, S.N. 020612R
• John Deere 4430, Quad range, Aprox - 8952 Hrs tach re-
placed at 3157 hrs, two Hyd., 18.4R-38” tires with axle duals, 
Rock Box, S.N. 003032R
• John Deere 4020 Diesel, Quad range, tach not correct shows 
4410 Hrs, 18.4-34’’ tires, rear weights, two Hyd., Rock Box, 
S.N. T213R137222R
• John Deere 5055E Diesel, Only 240 Hrs., single Hyd., 3 pt. 
14.9-28” tires, S.N. IPY5055ECGG101820, one owner like 
new
• Oliver 770 Gas, WF, with Westendorf Hyd. loader and bale 
and pallet fork attachments

• Oliver super 88 Gas, NF, with Vaughn Hyd. loader with bale 
fork and manure buckets
• John Deere 6620 Sidehill, Diesel shows 4123 Hrs, chopper, 
plumbed for RWA, w/rear wheel assist attachment sells w/com-
bine, S.N. 504474
• John Deere Titan II side hill, chopper, head reverser, shows 
3259 Hrs, S.N. H06620X615553
• John Deere 6620 sidehill, shows 3958 Hrs, chopper, S.N. 
505620
• John Deere 643 corn head, 6 row x 30”, pixel stalk rolls
• 4 - Crysteel 600 Bu gravity wagons, center unload, lights-
brakes
• 2003 - Chevy 2500, 4x4, V-8 engine, auto, reg. cab, longbox, 
Aprox. 150,000 miles, one owner

• 1972 - Chevy C-60 Grain truck, single axle, newer floor

FARM EQUIPMENT + MISC. ITEMS
Case I.H. Ecolo-Tiger 530C Disc Ripper, 5 Shanks, Disc. levelers, lights
John Deere 980 field cultivator, 44 1/2’, w/ 3 Bar Harrow
Riteway model 1200 rock rake, 12’, Hyd. Driven
Riteway model 700 reel type rock picker, high lift
L + D Ag. Land Tender, 1000 gal. tandem axel, w/ Honda motor
DMI 17 shank Anhydrous Applicator, cold flow, 42 1/2’
I.H. 480 Disk, 18 1/2’, w/ 2 Bar Harrow
I.H. 720 Plow, 4 bottom x 18”, Auto reset
M.C. Stalk chopper, 20’, 1000 PTO, 4 wheel
Hardi sprayer frame, 1250 gal., 90’ Booms, Hyd. pump, 380/95-38” 
tires, Raven 450 monitor 
White 550 L.P. Fork lift, side shift, 14.9-24” tires
New Idea 5407 Rotary cutter, 5 disc, 3 pt.
J.D. 400 Rotary Hoe, 20’
John Deere 7100 Planter, 12 row x 30”, liquid Fert, kinze corn units, 
2 sets of plates, monitor 
J.D. 12 row x 30” FM front Mount cultivator w/ rolling shields
J.D. AT600A 8 row x 30” front Mount cultivator w/ rolling shields
Hopto model 120TM54 Portable Backhoe
7 1/2’ x 16’ Flat Rack w/ gear
5 section spike tooth drag on cart
J.D. 6000 Sprayer, shows 6272 Hrs, air ride seat, 60’ x-fold century booms, 
Accumulator, Raven 440 monitor w/ single front wheel assembly and fenders
McCormick 10’ grain drill, Double Disc, mechanical lift, low rubber, grass seed
500 gal. Diesel Tender, tandem axle w/ Honda motor 
N.H. 510 Apron type manure spreader, single axle
SnowCo portable grain screener
N.H. 855 Round Baler
N.H. 55 side rake
J+M seed tender wagon, 2 compartments, MN gear w/ sudenga Brush auger, tarp
Drive over grain Hopper, Hyd. motor
3 pt. Stump grinder
Westgo 10” x 51’ grain auger, PTO drive
Westfield WR 60-51 grain auger, 6”x 51’, w/ 7 1/2 HP electric motor

3” Grain Blower, 3 phase, 15 HP motor, air lock bad
Farm King 6’ rotary cutter, 3 pt.
3 pt. 60’ x-fold Booms w/ Raven 440 monitor, electric shut off
1000 gal. Fuel Barrel w/ 2-Pumps
500 gal. Fuel Barrel w/Pump
500 gal. fuel Barrel
300 gal. used oil Barrel
Homemade single axle trailer
J.D. RM cultivator, 6 row x 30”
Portable Grain dryer shed
Lindsay fanning Mill
14-J.D. combine weights
Hydraulic oil cooler
Portable cement mixer
MBW Hyd. hitch w/ controls
Inductor tank w/ pump
Pair of 28L-26” combine tire and rims
Pair of Poly saddle tanks w/ brackets
Alumacraft 17’ canoe
Alumacraft 12’ boat w/trailer
Larson 12’ Boat 
Drive shafts for sidehill 220 Grain Head
Brush Auger 6” x 22’, electric motor
2-Hook system quick hitches
Bulk seed fork frame
Large chain Hoist, 4 ton
Hossfeld Bender
Reed Bench lath 14”
10 ton floor jack
Century 225 amp wire feed welder, (less tank)
Large Vice opens to 15 3/8”
Single phase air compressor

Porta-Power

VERSATILE 
JOHN DEERE 

TRACTORS

FARM
EQUIPMENT

LIVE&ON-LINE
bidding available at 

www.proxibid.com/holland

SATURDAY, AUGUST 12, 2023 - 9:30 A.M.
Location: From Waseca, MN half mile south on Waseca Cty. 4 then 2 1/2 miles west on County Rd. 9 or 

340th Ave. then half mile south on 100th St. 33684 100th St. Waseca, MN 56093 
Auctioneers Note: After 50 years of farming the Guse’s have decided to retire and hold a public auction. A very good auction 
to attend with some well cared for farm equipment. Please note: Approx. half hour of mics. items. – Tracy Holland

DAVE + KATHY GUSE - OWNERS - 507-521-1189
33684 100th St. Waseca, MN, 56093

HOLLAND AUCTION - 507-684-2955 Auctioneers:
Tracy Holland and Associates

Ellendale, MN #7405002
(507) 684-2955 or

(507) 456-5128 (cell)

FOR FULL COLOR 
PICTURES & LISTING 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

www.hollandauction.
com

Terms: Cash or Good Check, & Picture ID Required. No property removed until fully settled for. 
Sales Staff and Owners Not Responsible for accidents. Any verbal announcement made day of 

auction takes precedence over print.  Clerk: Holland Auction LLC

HAPPY WITH THEIR NEW HOME - From left, Dr. Ryan Mairs and Dr. Ian Swanson from Precision 
Chiropractic & Wellness along with financial advisor Nyla Hagen of Edward Jones Financial.

LOTS OF ROOM - This new facility along North State Street 
now houses both Precision Chiropractic & Wellness and Nyla 
Hagen, Edward Jones Financial Advisor. The cooperative ven-
ture was made possible through a grant from Region Nine’s “Re-
volving Loan Fund.”     

Waseca 8th grade 
school supply list

Backpack 
Folder or binder system to keep 

papers organized and transportable 
between classes 

ALL AVID ELECTIVE STU-
DENTS SHOULD GET ONLY 
THE AVID SUPPLIES. 

AVID: 
1 - GOOD QUALITY 2-inch 3-

ring binder (D-rings, if possible) 
OR 2 - 1-inch binders 

6- Colored tab subject dividers 
(built-in folders, if possible) 

1 - Zipper pouch to store 
supplies, 

1 - 3-hole punched folder (heavy 
duty, if possible) 

1 or 2 notebooks with 3-hole 
punch or loose-leaf paper 

2 Packs Quality pencils/mechan-
ical pencils 

1 Pack Various colored high-
lighters 

1 Pack of pens 
1 Calculator for Algebra or En-

riched Algebra - TI-30 
Bluejay Connect: 
Box of Kleenex 
Band: 
Black and white dress clothing 

(for concerts) 
Band method book (purchased 

from Waseca Music) 
Choir: 

Pencil 
Black and White Dress Clothing 

(not needed until December) 
Geography: 
One Notebook (college ruled) 
One Folder 
One set of Colored Pencils (for 

coloring maps) 
Pencil 
Physical Education: 
Students must change clothes to 

participate 
$5 to rent a lock for PE locker 
T- Shirt and athletic shorts, 

sweatshirt and long athletic pants 
for cool days outside 

Tennis shoes and extra socks 
Deodorant  
English Language Arts: 
Pen (blue or black) 
Pencil 
Three Ring Binder (one inch) 
Tabbed Index Dividers 
Loose Leaf Paper (college ruled, 

100 sheets) 
Composition notebook 
Science: 
3-ring binder or folder 
Colored pencils or markers 
2 different colored highlighters 
Pens/pencils 
Algebra 1: 
Notebook 
Pencil 

Pen 
Optional - basic calculator (TI-

30X is a nice option for around 
$13). 

Algebra Enriched: 
Notebook 
Pencil 
Pen 
Optional - basic calculator (TI-

30X is a nice option for around 
$13). 

Geometry: 
Notebook 
Pencil 
Pen 
Basic/Scientific calculator (TI-

30X is a nice option for around 
$13). 

Book Cover – paper only 
Exploratory Classes: 
Students will be notified of 

supplies as they begin each class. 
Students will rotate through Art, 

GTT (Gateway to Technology), 
and Health. 

Students with cell phones, must 
have it turned off during classes. 
Teachers will ask students to 

park it in a designated spot when 
they enter the room. The school is 
not responsible for lost or 

stolen electronics, including cell 
phones. 

The Cannon River Watershed 
Joint Powers Organization is 
hosting a Natural Shoreline 
Workshop on Saturday, August 
12th, 2023 from 9-11 a.m. Prop-
erty owners who live along lake-
shores or other water bodies are 
welcome to attend. The workshop 
will be held at Rays Lake Park, 
1395 1st Street North in Elysian. 

Learn how natural shorelines 

installed with native plants can 
protect your property, beautify 
your land, and provide habitat for 
pollinators and aquatic animals. 
Le Sueur County Environmental 
Resource Specialist Holly Bush-
man and Le Sueur County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
Resource Technician Karl 
Schmidtke will present infor-
mation about planting and main-

taining natives and potential con-
servation program funding that 
can assist landowners with their 
project. 

This workshop is free and open 
to the public. If you have ques-
tions about the event, please con-
tact Emmie Scheffler with the 
Cannon River Joint Powers Or-
ganization at 507-332-5408. 

Natural shoreline workshop

Senator John Jasinski was recog-
nized by the Coalition of Greater 
Minnesota Cities (CGMC) on July 
27 during the Coalition’s summer 
conference in Thief River Falls for 
his positive impact on the state’s 
economic development policy and 
programs. 

Sen. Jasinski, a Republican from 
Faribault, is serving his third term 
in the Minnesota Senate. The 
Legislator of Distinction Award is 
given to legislators who played key 
roles in advancing CGMC’s policy 
during the preceding legislative 
session. 

Sen. Jasinski has always been a 
steadfast supporter of economic de-
velopment initiatives that benefit 
Greater Minnesota, never turning 
down an opportunity to work with 
the CGMC. 

“I am humbled to receive this 
award and grateful for the partner-
ship of the Coalition of Greater 
Minnesota Cities,” Senator Jasinski 
said. “As a former mayor and city 
council member, I have experi-

enced firsthand the challenges that 
local governments face when it 
comes to economic development. I 
am proud of the work we have 
done over the years to make sure 
cities throughout Minnesota are in 
a position to create jobs, thrive, and 
keep their economic engines churn-
ing at full speed; I am excited to 
build on that success in the years to 
come.” 

“Sen. Jasinski’s determination 
shows that he knows how to get 
things done for communities across 
the state,” said Brian Holmer, Pres-
ident of the CGMC and Mayor of 
Thief River Falls. 

“His knowledge of the issues 
facing our cities make him a fierce 
and effective advocate for Greater 
Minnesota businesses.” 

The CGMC is a nonprofit, non-
partisan advocacy organization rep-
resenting more than 100 cities 
outside the Twin Cities metropol-
itan area. The Coalition educates 
legislators about issues important 
to Greater Minnesota.

Jasinski receives 
CGMC Legislator of 
Distinction Award

CGMC President Brian Holmer presents the award to Sen-
ator Jasinski

Innovative 
approach allows 
a new facility

Precision,  
Edward  
Jones join 
together
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HOLLAND 
AUCTION

Farmers Machinery Consignment 
Live & Online Bidding 

Saturday, AUGUST 26, 2023 - 9:30 A.M. 
LOCATION: East of Beaver Lake, Ellendale MN 

Taking consignments: Tractors • Combines • Haying 
Equip. • Tillage Equip. • Planters • Wagons • Farm Pickups & 

Trucks • Construction Equip. • All Types of Farm 
Machinery • Recreational Items Welcomed (No car or truck tires) 

Call early to take full advantage of advertising. 
Always a large auction, running 

two auction rings all day. 
Limited Rack Items Accepted! 

Delivery of Consignments will be on 
AUGUST 20, 21, 22, 23, 2023 from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

NO Consignments on August 24th and 25th! 
To consign, call: Holland Auction at (507) 684-2955 or 

Tracy Holland, 507-456-5128 (cell) or 
e-mail hollandauction@frontiernet.net

August 17, 2023 

Quality Land with Average Soil CPI of 88.85 

 

Only registered bidders may attend 

For property brochures, contact Hertz at 
507-345-LAND (5263)    WWW.HERTZ.AG 
151 St. Andrews Court #1310, Mankato MN 56001 

LAND  
AUAUCTION  

Get your news in the Pioneer 
• news@wasecacountypioneer.com 

• Call (507) 837-6767



 Matthew Petsinger, Agent 
 Matthew R. Petsinger Agency, LLC 
 101 State St S, Waseca 
 MRPAgencyLLC.com 
 mpetsing@amfam.com   

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. & its Operating Companies, 

6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 ©2021 20504 – 12/21 – 16554773

*Customers who bundle auto and homeowners insurance policies with American Family  
Insurance may save up to 23% on both policies together (as of October 2021).

YOU DESERVE THE VERY BEST
American Family is proud to be named one of America’s Best 

Insurance Companies of 2022 by Forbes. Plus, when you bundle 
your home and auto insurance with us, you may save up 

to 23% on both policies together!*

Contact me today to learn more about our customizable insurance options.

YOU DESERVE THE VERY BEST
American Family is proud to be named one of America’s Best 

Insurance Companies of 2022 by Forbes. Plus, when you bundle 
your home and auto insurance with us, you may save up 

to 23% on both policies together!*

Contact me today to learn more about our customizable insurance options. Daniel J.
Johnson
���������	



�

Our Services
• Tax Planning & Return Preparation Services
• Estate and Trust Planning & Tax Preparation
• Financial Planning
• Accounting Services
• Bookkeeping
• Payroll Services

Hours: 
Mon - Thu

8 am - 4 pm
Fri

8 am - 12 pm

115 North State Street, 
Waseca, MN 56093
(507) 201-2484   

I’m Daniel J. Johnson. For the past 
13 years, I’ve proudly served our 
community by o昀ering personal-
ized accounting services for you 
and your small business. From 

tax preparation and bookkeeping 
to 昀nancial planning, I’m here to 
provide you with professional, 

trustworthy, and reliable assistance. 
Let’s work together and make your 

昀nancial dreams a reality!
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Waseca High 
School supply list

HIGH SCHOOL SUPPLY 
LIST 

 
Advanced Algebra 2: 
Students will need a 3-ring 

binder and loose-leaf paper (col-
lege rule) used specifically for 
math class. It will be left in class 
some days. A 1" or 1.5" is rec-
ommended. 

A Texas Instrument Graphing 
calculator is also required (TI-83 
or TI-84 models including PLUS 

and CE are acceptable). They 
are usually on sale in August. If 
you are unsure you have the cor-
rect type, have your student bring 
in the unopened package and I can 
check it. You can also email ques-
tions to nelb@waseca.k12.mn.us. 
There are a limited number avail-
able at the high school to rent for 
$20 per year. 

Agribusiness: 
- Composition notebook 
Algebra: 
- Scientific calculator 
Algebra 2: 
- A graphing calculator is highly 

recommended but not required. 
TI-83 or TI-84 models including 
PLUS and CE are acceptable. 
They are usually on sale in August. 
If you are unsure you have the cor-
rect type, have your student bring 
in the unopened package and I can 
check it. You can also email ques-
tions to nelb@waseca.k12.mn.us. 
There are a limited number avail-
able at the high school to rent for 
$20 per year. If you do not want to 
invest in a graphing calculator, 
they will need a basic calculator 
each day in class (TI-30x is a nice 
option for around $13). 

AP Calculus: 
- Students will need a 3-ring 

binder that can be used exclusively 
for math class. A 1.5” or 2” binder 
is recommended. Students must 
have a graphing calculator. It is 
highly recommended that students 
have a graphing calculator with 
math print (Most TI-84 models 
have math print) since half the AP 
Exam requires a graphing cal-
culator. If students do not have a 
calculator with math print, there 
are a limited number available at 
the high school to rent for $20.  

AP Stats: 
- A graphing calculator or scien-

tific calculator is needed in class 
each day. The TI-83 or TI-84 
models including PLUS and CE 
are acceptable. They are usually 
on sale in August. If you do not 
want to invest in a graphing cal-
culator, they will need a basic cal-
culator each day in class (TI-30x 
is a nice option for around $13). 
There are a limited number of 
graphing calculators available at 
the high school to rent for $20 per 
year 

AVID: 
- 3” 3 ring binder 
Bluejay Connect: 
- Box of Kleenex 
- Planner 
Chem Com: 
- Calculator 
- Writing utensils 
- Folder 
CIS Math: 
- A graphing calculator or scien-

tific calculator is needed in class 
each day. The TI-83 or TI-84 
models including PLUS and CE 
are acceptable. They are usually 
on sale in August. If you do not 
want to invest in a graphing cal-
culator, they will need a basic cal-

culator each day in class (TI-30x 
is a nice option for around $13). 
There are a limited number of 
graphing calculators available at 
the high school to rent for $20 per 
year 

CIS Spanish: 
- Folder 
College Prep Math: 
- Students will need a 3-ring 

binder, a 1" or 1.5" binder is rec-
ommended. A graphing calculator 
or scientific calculator is needed in 
class each day. The TI-83 or TI-84 
models including PLUS and CE 
are acceptable. They are usually 
on sale in August. If you do not 
want to invest in a graphing cal-
culator, they will need a basic cal-
culator each day in class (TI-30x 
is a nice option for around $13). If 
you are unsure you have the cor-
rect type, have your student bring 
in the unopened package and it can 
be checked. There are a limited 
number of graphing calculators 
available at the high school to rent 
for $20 per year. 

Geometry: 
-3-ring binder (a 1” or 1.5” is 

recommended)  
- Loose leaf paper  
-Pencil  
-Pen  
-Basic scientific calculator (TI-

30X is a nice option for around 
$13)  

-Whiteboard markers 
GTT (Green Architecture): 
-Wireless mouse to use with 

their chromebook for CAD pro-
grams  

-White hi-polymer eraser  
-.7mm mechanical pencil 
Intermediate Algebra A: 
-Notebook or binder  
-Pencil  
-Texas Instruments TI-30XIIS 

calculator which usually costs be-
tween $9.00 and $14.00 at Wal-
mart. Buy early as they get sold 
out quickly. 

Physical Science 9th Grade: 
-1 pack of 12 colored pencils  
-1 correction pen  
-Multiple highlighters  
- 1 folder or binder for loose 

papers  
-Pencils  
-(No notebook- the school will 

be providing the graphing note-
books they need for class) 

Pre-Calculus: 
-Students will need a 3-ring 

binder, a 1.5" or 2" binder is rec-
ommended. A Texas Instrument 
Graphing calculator is also re-
quired (TI-83 or TI-84 models in-
cluding PLUS and CE are 
acceptable). The TI-84+ with color 
is highly recommended if purchas-
ing a calculator this year and plan-
ning to enroll in AP Calculus next 
year. There are a limited number 
available at the high school to rent 
for $20 per year. 

Science Olympiad: 
-Pencils -1.5” or 2” binder  
-Highlighter  
-Calculator- scientific or graph-

ing 
Social Studies - 9th Grade: 
-1 notebook  
-Folder  
-Several pencils  
-Pen 
Spanish 1: 
- Folder 
Spanish 2 & 3: 
- Headphones (ones that plug 

into your chromebook or ones that 
have BlueTooth capabilities) 

By JIM LUTGENS 
Sports Editor 

The Waseca Braves were hopeful 
of winning at least one game in the 
double-elimination Region 6C Tour-
nament. 

They’ll have to settle for a fine 
season. 

The 2023 campaign ended Mon-
day night with a 6-0 loss to Water-
ville at Jordan, two days after a 7-1 
setback to a solid Jordan squad. It 
left Waseca with a season record of 
15-5-1. 

“It was a fun summer,” said 
Braves coach Tink Larson. 

The Waterville game, according 
to Larson, was closer than the score 
indicated as the Indians tacked on 
two unearned runs in their final at-
bat. 

Kelvin Nelson, Jimmy Loonan 
and Kyle Waugh were the only 
Braves to hit safely as Waterville ‘s 
Luke Sellner struck out nine and 
walked three while handing the 
Braves their only shutout of the sea-
son. 

Nelson pitched all eight innings 
for the Braves, allowing three 
earned runs on 10 hits, with four 
strikeouts and a walk. 

“He did a great job of keeping us 
in the game,” said Larson. “But we 
couldn’t do anything with our bats 
against Sellner.” 

The Jordan game was also closer 
than it looked. 

“We had one bad inning,” said 
Larson. “They sored four unearned 
runs on one hit. We had a couple of 
mental mistakes that cost us.” 

Danny Cromer started and 
pitched six innings, taking the loss. 
Uriah Possin threw in relief. The 
Braves committed five fielding er-
rors. 

Nelson had the Braves’ only hit as 
they struck out 11 times against two 
Brewers pitchers. 

“We didn’t hit the ball,” said Lar-
son. “It would have been tough to 
beat them.” 

The Brewers improved their sea-
son record to 29-2. 

“They have a very good team,” 
said Larson. 

Larson felt great about the season, 

especially considering the fact they 
used four pitchers who were in high 
school last spring. 

“They should add some pitching 
depth in the future to go along with 
Nelson and Cromer,” said Larson. 

Another exciting thing about this 
past season, according to Larson, 
was playing before some large 
crowds at home games. 

“It was great to see that many fans 
coming to our games,” he said. 

This year’s roster included Lar-
son, Nelson, Loonan, Waugh, 
Cromer, Possin, Chaz Verduzco, 
Chris Glynn, Seth Anderson, Ken-
drik Volkmann, Scott Hanson, Ben 
Schoenrock, Jason Reger, Kodi 
Cunningham, Payton Garza, Ryan 
Wangen, Eli Lutgens, Eric Sim-
mons, Zach Hoehn, Carter 
McQuery, Nick Rathmann, Alex 
Feeney, Geno Glynn and Jason 
Reger. The manager was Blake Nel-
son.

 “It was a fun 
summer.” 

— Tink Larson

Braves 
finish 
solid 
season

SOLID SEASON— Braves second baseman Seth Anderson, right, fires to first baseman Nick 
Rathmann as shortstop Tyson Reger looks on during a recent home victory for Waseca, which 
ended the season Monday night with a loss to Waterville at Jordan.         Pioneer photos by Jim Lutgens

FUTURE LOOKS BRIGHT — With four youngsters combining 
with the likes of veteran Kelvin Nelson — son of Braves manager 
Blake Nelson — the future looks bright for Waseca’s amateur 
baseball team.
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100 Years Ago 
- Christenson Brothers inform us that they negotiated a deal last week 

with the heirs of the late C. H. Rickerman, whereby they have come into 
possession of what is known as the Rickerman livery barn. They will 
transform it at once into an up-to-date, modern garage, putting a new 
glass front in for the display of cars. This is a splendid location for the 
business and one that will materially add to and enhance the volume of 
business, already reaching large proportions, handled by this firm. It 
means an improvement and an advance that will be of benefit to the en-
tire village and surrounding country. 

- On Wednesday evening the Methodist congregation met at the home 
of J. Monroe Gordon and at a proper moment went in a body to the par-
sonage where they surprised the pastor and Mrs. Davidson and where 
they tendered their congratulations and well wishes. The evening was 
very pleasantly passed. Cake and ice cream were served. Before leaving 
Mr. and Mrs. Davidson were presented with a fine chair as a testimonial 
of their affection and regard. 

- Mr. Charles Holtz of Dayton, N.Y., who was in this place last week 
as guest of Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Hubbard, voiced his sentiments when he 
asserted that there is altogether too much waste in farming operations in 
Minnesota. By contrast he drew a parallel between the consistent sub-
serviency of soil production as practiced in the East with the wanton 
waste in the West. Were all this potential energy as to crops utilized it 
would materially enhance the value of the aggregate in the West to the 
financial benefit of the farmers. This criticism was drawn out after Mr. 
Holtz had made observations while on a trip through Minnesota. Un-
doubtedly the criticism is correct. But until such time as that land may 
be subdued here the waste will probably continue. 

 
75 Years Ago 

- This community has answered the challenge hurled by Greenbush 
by bringing to notice a family of 102 which sets an imposing record for 
the state of Minnesota, perhaps for the entire nation. Mrs. Fred Lemke 
is 89. She has 12 living sons and daughters, 42 grandchildren, 41 great-
grandchildren, 7 great-great-grandchildren. At a recent picnic honoring 
this remarkable matriarch, 95 of her descendants were present. 

 - Wilson and Company of Albert Lea purchased the grand champion 
steer at the Waseca County Fair. This steer was shown by Clifford Wey-
dent, 4-H Clover for Luck Club. The purchase price was $45 per hun-
dred. This is the highest price ever paid for a beef animal at a Waseca 
County Sale. The champion pig was shown by Michael Amberg, Sacred 
Heart Club, and was purchased by Hormel and Company, Austin, at $41 
per hundred. The sale was very successful and bidding was very spirited. 
The Waseca county bankers, represented by Charles Spaulding of the 
Farmers National Bank of Waseca, purchased Adrianne Warburton's 
Hereford calf and donated it to the 4-H clubs for their annual banquet. 

 
50 Years Ago 

- A faulty water heater is believed to be the cause of a fire that did 
considerable damage Monday night to an enclosed porch on a farm 
owned by Art Steinke three miles west of Janesville, just off Highway 
14. Tenants in the home are the Robert Northways. Mrs. Northway told 
the argus that she had just finished washing clothes and giving her two 
children a bath when the fire broke out. “I always lock the door to the 
porch at night,” she said. “When I smelled smoke I opened it and the 
porch was on fire.” 

- The Janesville High School class of 1968 held its five year class re-
union on Saturday evening, July 28, at the Happy Chef Restaurant in 
Mankato. The evening began with a happy hour, followed by a smor-
gasbord, dancing and getting reacquainted. The reading of the class will 
took place, amid much laughter. Two of the class's former teachers 
stopped by, to help with the reminiscing. 

 
25 Years Ago 

- Lucas Dimmel of Janesville will have lots to share with his class-
mates at Trinity Lutheran School after having participated in the U.S. 
Space Camp in Florida this summer. Lucas traveled with his parents, 
Dave and Laurie Dimmel, to Titusville, Fla., where he participated in a 
U.S. Space Camp basic training camp during the week of Sunday-Friday 
July 19-24. Lucas joined other students from around the world for the 
basic training camp, which is open to students in grades fourth through 
sixth. While Lucas' trip from Minnesota was quite a trek, other students 
traveled even farther coming from Chile, Switzerland, Egypt and Argen-
tina. 

- Minnesota Academic Excellence Foundation announced Janesville-
Waldorf-Pemberton School District's membership in the 1998-1999 Ac-
ademic League. As a service of the Minnesota Academic Excellence 
Foundation, the Academic League provides assistance to public and non-
public schools in planning and delivering organized challenges, rec-
ognitions, and enrichment opportunities for their elementary and 
secondary students. Implemented in 1989, the Academic League pro-
vides a framework which enables schools to involve students in a mul-
titude of high quality activities. 

 - Telephone options for Janesville residents are now available from 
competitive telephone companies. The current communications provider 
to the Janesville area is Frontier Communications of Minnesota, a sub-
sidiary of Frontier Corporation. However, Crystal Communications, Inc., 
a subsidiary of Hickory Tech Corporation of Mankato, will soon be of-
fering its services to Janesville residents. “This community expressed 
the desire to have a local telephone company provide them with more 
services and free local calling to Mankato, Waseca, Waldorf and Pem-
berton,” said Mike Olsen, Crystal Communications general manager 
sales and marketing, Minnesota. Before implementing its lines, Crystal 
Communications conducted an interest survey among city residents. The 
surveys were sent out with a monthly utility bill. A total of 163 responses 
were returned, with 139 yes and 24 no responses. Crystal plans to have 
its services implemented by Monday, Nov. 2, 1998. 

Argus 
archives

Violations of 
prohibition law

GRASS DOLLS- The Argus camera spotted these five local 
girls just after they finished making grass dolls at the 
Brownie Day Camp last week in Waseca. Showing their crea-
tions areTami Dawson, Kristy Storjohann, Ann Gessner,, Mi-
chelle Pluym and Kim Hildebrandt.

Looking at the display of work created at the summer library art 
classes are, left to right: Jane Welna, Ann Collins and Ann 
Welna.

100 Years Ago –  1923 
- The private library of the late John F. Murphy has been presented through 

the public schools to the public library. This is one of the most extensive pri-
vate libraries in the city, comprising some five hundred volumes of standard 
volumes in English and History, the complete reports of the Smithsonian In-
stitute, and many other valuable works. The library is given through the cour-
tesy of the widow, Mrs. Isabelle Wood Murphy, a former teacher in the city 
schools,who also includes a very valuable mineralogical collection of wide 
extent, representing years of careful study and selection. The books and col-
lection will be carefully conserved,and will be placed in the new public li-
brary as the "John F. Murphy" collection. 

- Tribute to the late President Harding will be paid in Waseca next Friday 
when a memorial service will be held at the Palace theater between the hours 
of two and three. Henry M. Gallagher is to preside at the meeting and Judge 
Brown will deliver the address. Supt. Huffman will have charge of the song 
service at the meeting and D. E. Perrin is arranging the instrumental music. 
A large number are expected to be present to pay their last respects to the 
dead president. 

- Warrants for the arrest of Henry Rice and Con Shields for violation of 
the prohibition laws were sworn out last Friday and arrests were made. Rice 
pleaded guilty and was sentenced to thirty days in the county jail. Con 
Shields maintained his innocence and asked for a trial which was held on 
Tuesday. It seems that men who declared that they had previously purchased 
liquor from Rice and Shields got in a quarrel with each one individually. One 
word led to another and in one case it is understood that blows were ex-
changed. Both parties went to County Attorney Spillane and swore out com-
plaints for the arrest of Rice and Shields. 

 
75 Years Ago –  1948 

- Old timers racked their memories this week in an effort to remember 
when there was a more successful grandstand show than was presented at 
the Waseca county fair over the weekend. Inclement weather put a damper 
on attendance Friday afternoon and Saturday night, but 1900 turned out to 
see the rodeo and grandstand show Sunday. There were so many in atten-
dance that three shows had to be run, two in the afternoon and one at night, 
for the first time in history. 

 - Sixty bushels of oats went up in smoke Wednesday evening at the Henry 
Zimmerman farm 2 ½ miles east of Waseca when fire broke out in the win-
dowed swaths that were ready for combining. The Woodville fire department 
was summoned and about 60 neighbors and friends rushed over to exter-
minate the blaze. It was probably caused by a cigarette, Henry Zimmerman 
said. 

- “Farm Talks,” the weekly column written by Bob Hodgson, superintend-
ent of the University of Minnesota Southeast Experiment Station, Waseca, 
has received a rating of “good” in a national competition. The column is 
published in more than a hundred Minnesota newspapers. The honor was 
given in the 1948 exhibit competition of the American Association of Agri-
cultural College editors held in Spokane, Washington, August 2-5. 

 
 50 Years Ago – 1973 

- Joe Skudlarek, recently retired Waseca teacher, will participate in the 
1973 Minnesota State Fair Education Day, Monday Aug. 27. The day will 
honor secondary school teachers from 82 participating counties. Scheduled 
events include a buffet, hosted by the Minnesota School Boards' Association, 
Sunday Aug. 26. On Monday, teachers and their guests will tour the Univer-
sity of Minnesota and the State Fair, have lunch at the Fairgrounds, partici-
pate in a banquet at the St. Paul Hotel, and return to the Fair for the evening 
Grandstand show which features singing group, Dawn, and television's 
Brady Bunch Kids. 

- There was a good turnout for the recently added Market Hog division at 
the 11th annual Waldorf Livestock Show Tuesday night. Eighteen hogs were 
entered in live competition with five selected as winners. Following the 
contest all hogs were shipped to Hormel in Austin to be slaughtered and car-
casses judged. Placing in live competition were: Jim Cord, Mankato, first 
and second place; Paul Krause, Waseca, third place; Norman Gehring, 
Waseca, fourth place and Ron Cords, Mankato, fifth place. 

 - The Waseca Hospital Auxiliary Board met on Tuesday to lay plans for 
the Fall Bazaar, Bake Sale and Membership drive. It will be held Sept. 21 
from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. in the First National Bank meeting room. Mrs. 
Sylvester Priem donated a knit cape she made for the Bazaar. Chances will 
be 10 cents a piece – three for a quarter. Hospital Administrator Merwin Nel-
son met with the board and gave suggestions on using auxiliary funds for 
needed hospital equipment. These items will be taken into consideration. 

  
25 Years Ago – 1998 

- -Fifteen-year-old Kim Reid went out Tuesday night. She didn't go to the 
movies or to a ball game, she went to Trowbridge Park along with about 70 
other Wasecans who aim to keep the community crime and drug free. “This 
is a good town, and I don't want it messed up,” said Kim, who is a member 
of the Waseca Drug Prevention Task Force. The park was certainly the safest 
place Kim could be that evening as several local city and county law en-
forcement officials were part of Waseca's first Night Out. The event included 
a walk on the bicycle trail west of Loon Lake, and a time for residents to 
voice their concerns to local officials about criminal activity in their com-
munity. The event, organized by the Waseca Police Department, was done 
in conjunction with the National Night Out, which involved more than 9,000 
communities from all 50 states, U.S. Territories, Canadian cities and military 
bases all around the world. 

 - When Roy Srp was growing up in Austin, he lived four blocks from a 
railroad in a neighborhood where many railroad employees lived. “I have 
been fascinated by trains for as long as I can remember,” said Srp, whose 
career track has led him to his new post as manager of operations for Datoa 
Minnesota and Eastern Railroad (DM&E). “This has been a very rewarding, 
educational, fantastic journey. It is a dream come true,” Srp said. President 
and Chief Executive Officer of DM&E Kevin Schieffer informed Srp about 
the promotion Friday. 

- Richard Sankovitz, chairman and CEO of the First National Bank of 
Waseca, announced Monday that negotiations are underway for the purchase 
and merger of the Valley Bank branch in Waseca from the Frandsen Financial 
Corporation. The facility will remain open as a branch of the First National 
Bank. Final approval of the banking authorities is expected within 90 days 
with final completion of the merger expected in November.

L O O K I N G  B A C K
100 Years Back - 1923 

John J. Sibilrud of Hartland and L. O. Hartz of Manchester were 
elected directors of the Service Relation Council, an organization 
recently formed by postal employees of Freeborn county. 

W. J. Romig, C. A. Newgard, Peter Burtness and Ed. Westerlund 
drove to Charles Lake, near Elysian, Tuesday and brought home 
the Boy Scouts who had enjoyed a week’s outing at that place. 

Mesdames Harold Ryan and Harold Root were hostesses to the 
members of the Priscilla Club and their husbands at a picnic dinner 
given at St. Olaf lake last Tuesday evening. 

Miss Jessie McGrath, who spent her vacation with her parents 
in New Richland and with relatives in Iowa, returned to her duties 
at the Eaco Mill office at Waseca this week. 

Beryl and Loren Anderson spent a few days last week at the 
home of their aunt, Mrs. E. W. Tollin at Waldorf. 

Little Eldon, son of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Krueger, believes in 
cooning watermelons early. The other evening he picked a wash 
tub full of his dad’s best melons and said he was going to have 
them for supper. 

Lawrence Carey who has been assisting with the work on the 
Schue brothers’ farm this summer left Tuesday for his home at Al-
bert Lea. 

The horses on Hound street are getting to be more popular than 
automobiles. Edward Anderson had a team run away from him 
Saturday and Orville Weed had a big smash-up Monday. 

 
77 Years Back - 1946 

C. O. Swenson, widower and old resident of Otisco township, 
received the startling information Tuesday evening that his daugh-
ter, Miss Francis Swenson, 25, is a victim of polio.  

Many drivers of automobiles as well as pedestrians have made 
nuisances of themselves by following or going ahead of the fire 
truck when it is bound for a fire. It is unlawful to follow the truck 
within 300 feet and furthermore when the siren sounds every auto-
mobile occupying the street is required to immediately turn in to 
the curb. Motorists who are careless in this respect are going to 
find themselves in trouble unless they desist from these obnoxious 
practices. 

Mrs. Erma Lee Winegar and “Smokey” Truhler accompanied 
by Mr. and Mrs. Bud Johnson spent the week end at Clear Lake, 
Iowa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Chester Herbst, Jackie and Connie, and Billy Bern-
stein were visitors at the Ray Callahan home Sunday evening. 

Mrs. Minnie Proehl, Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Proehl and daughter, 
James Strahlo of Mapleton, Frank Maas and Mr. and Mrs. R. 
Dahlberg of Pemberton, Mrs. Alvin Storlie of Palmer, Mrs. Dan 
Kaufman, and Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Hansen and daughters visited 
at the Willard Cook home Sunday. 

Sunday evening Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Gehlhoff and son visited Mr. 
and Mrs. Louis Schlaak. 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Loken and daughter, Beverly, were Sun-
day dinner guests at the home of Mrs. I. H. Foley near Manchester. 

 
50 Years Back - 1973 

The New Richland Royal Manor, housing for the elderly, is ex-
pected to be completed by September 15 and occupied by October 
1. 

The New Richland Development Corporation elected two new 
directors at their annual meeting. Elected to fill the terms of Leo 
Miller and Carl Mathiason, who have left the community, were 
Eldor Schoenrock and Leo Eckart. 

Randy Knutson, a member of the Hartland 4-H Hi-Liners for 
the past seven years, took top honors in the 4-H Beef Show at the 
Freeborn County Fair as he was named 4-H Beef Champion 
Showman and his animal, 4-H Beef Grand Champion Steer. 

All children who have completed the summer reading program 
at the New Richland Public Library are to meet the bus at the New 
Richland village park Friday, August 10 for their trip to Waseca 
for movies and fun. 

Winning the Tug-o-War at the Waldorf-Pemberton FFA’s live-
stock show was the following team of women: Beverly Kopesky, 
Donna Traynor, Dianne Schroeder, Maryls Gilster, Mosako Ros-
sell, Judy Adams, Loretta Stencel, and Bonnie Neitzel. 

Kelly Kipp, Roxanne Jane, Colleen Weir, Robin Peters, Jayne 
Meyer, Kathy Rausch and Carla Blashack are attending “Day 
Camp” at Maplewood Park at Waseca. Kathy Jensen and Tammy 
Ward are also attending as Cadette Councilor Aids. 

The Waseca County Sheriff’s department is investigating the 
theft of a 600 lb. hog from the Herb Clausen farm near Alma City 
Saturday night and an attempted burglary at Eisen’s Sausage Com-
pany in Waldorf the same evening. The burglars were apparently 
frightened away when a motorist passed by. 

 
25 Years Back - 1998 

A feature of the Waldorf Days celebration Saturday, August 22 
will be the ribbon-cutting ceremony and grand opening at the 
city’s new Community Center. 

Rebecca Lynnne claimed a Grand Champion ribbon with 
her market rabbit Ginger in the 4-H competition at the Free-
born County Fair last Tuesday afternoon. 

A block party in New Richland was sponsored by Theresa and 
Tony Kunkel and Brian and Julie Svoboda on Balsam Avenue in 
New Richland, Wednesday, Aug. 12, National Night Out. About 
35 neighbors had the opportunity to eat together, play games to-
gether, and get acquainted. 

Compiled by Jessica Lutgens



By PASTOR KEN ANDRS 
There are some kids that just 

struggle to sit still, have you ever 
noticed that?  I was watching a 
child starting to learn how to run 
over the past few weeks.  This child 
is talented at using their whole body 
to run.  Not just quickly moving 
their feet, but arms pumping and 
shoulders rolling.  Their whole 
body in use to move as quickly as 
their balance will allow them to get 
from one spot to another. 

I had the same thing happen to 
my kids this week, they each had 
something exciting to share with 
me. Their bodies wouldn’t slow 
down, they moved quickly almost 
vibrating with the excitement they 
had to let out.  I got to hear about 
what they were looking forward to 
and as they spoke their bodies 
calmed. 

There are some things that I get 
excited about, while others make 
me nervous.  Those nervous things 
that I struggle with revolve around 
safety and security.  How safe is my 
family, are they secure in their well-
being? What can I do to help them 
fell protected and cared for? In this 
nervousness my body become rest-
less, sleep eludes me and I look for 
solutions. 

There comes a point where all 
this nervous energy or excitement 
needs to be resolved.  How do you 
settle your mind? What have you 
found that works for you? Do you 
pray? Do you worship? Do you fel-
lowship with others to share the 
load? Do you have your own tech-

nique? 
There comes a point for me when 

my emotions overcome my logic 
and I need to return to that place of 
peace.  There are a few passages 
that Grandma would share with me 
when things got to be too much and 
I go back to those passages even 
today.  Grandma would share the 
passage and Grandpa would 
hammer it in over the day. 

In Psalms 46:10 Grandma would 
share: 

10 "Be still, and know that I am 
God; 

    I will be exalted among the na-
tions, 

    I will be exalted in the earth." 
And Grandpa would reiterate 

through the day, “Be still!”  Our 
thoughts would be drawn to the 
passage as the day progressed and 
the stresses of the day would ebb 
and flow.  They would lessen the 
more I relied upon God to work 
things out for me, but it took me 
recognizing that God was God. 

Every stress and struggle I had 
would be nothing once I realized 
that eternal nature of God, His char-
acter of love for me and the hope I 
held in His will for my life.  It has 
never been easy, but it has always 
been good.   

God is good, He is worthy of 
praise.  When the emotions of life 
overwhelm us, let us turn to Him.  
Let us point to what He has done, 
and recognize that He can and will 
do it again.  Let us be still and 
know, in our hearts, that He is God. 

Difficult time 
slowing down

Life’s Moments Deserve Beautiful Flowers - Let Us Help!

Store Hours
Mon-Fri ...... 8 AM-6 PM
Sat ................... 9 AM-5 PM
Sun ..............................Closed

810 N. State St.
Waseca,MN 56093
(507) 835-3790

Family owned
and operated

since 1972
wasecafloral.com
rickmorris982@gmail.co
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Our Services
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• Payroll Services 
• Tax Planning & Preparation
• Return Preparation Services
• Estate and Trust Planning 

115 North State Street, Waseca, MN
(507) 201-2484   

CHRIST COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 

2200 4th St NE, Waseca 
507-835-2235 

Service times 9:30 a.m. 
*     *     * 

4TH STREET EVANGELICAL 
CHURCH 

605 4th St NE, Waseca 
507-201-7293 (Pastor Andrew 

Isker) 
Worship Sundays 10 a.m 

*     *     * 
FAITH UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 
801 4th Ave NE, Waseca 

507-835-3167 
Worship Sundays 9:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHRIST THE KING LU-

THERAN CHURCH 
309 6th St NE, Waseca 

507-835-9176 
Worship Sundays 9 a.m., 10:15 a.m. 

Sunday School/Fellowship 
*     *     * 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

401 3rd Ave NE, Waseca 
507-833-1703 

Sundays 9:00 a.m. 
*     *     * 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

314 4th Ave NE, Waseca 
507-835-2647 

Worship Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
*     *     * 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH 

503 2nd Ave NE, Waseca 
507-835-4548 (office email: 
1cwaseca@hickorytech.net) 

Worship Sunday 10 a.m. 
*     *     * 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
300 E Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-835-1709 
Worship Sunday 9 a.m. 

*     *     * 
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 

CHURCH 
111 4th St NW, Waseca 

507-835-1222 
Worsihp Saturday 5:15 p.m., Sun-

days 8:00 and 10:00 a.m., weekdays 
8:30 a.m. Tues., Wed. and Fri., 7:00 

a.m. Thurs. 
*     *     * 

REAL LIFE CHURCH 
620 W Elm Ave, Waseca 

507-607-8245 
Sundays 9 and 10:30 a.m. 

*     *     * 
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
1001 9th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-835-4640 
Sacrament meeting 10:00 a.m. 

*     *     * 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 

1221 8th St SE, Waseca 
507-835-2213 

Sunday worship 10:45 a.m., 6:00 
p.m. 

*     *     * 
CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY 
900 14th Ave SE, Waseca 

507-833-1082 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m., Sun 
Evening 6:00 p.m., Wed. evening 

6:30 p.m. 
*     *     * 

ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota  
Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday School, 
Choir and Choir; 10:30 a.m. Worship 
Monday - 1 p.m. Quilters 
Wednesday - 7 p.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
ST. PETER EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Otisco, Minnesota 

Rev. Scott Williams, Pastor  
Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup & Study 
Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
TRINITY EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Mary Iverson 
Sunday - 9 a.m. Sunday Worship, 
Sunday School; 10 a.m. Coffee 
Monday - 9 a.m. Quilting 
Wednesday - 6:15 p.m. Confirma-
tion; 7 p.m. Council meeting 

*     *     * 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Pastor Pamela Jensen 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

LESUEUR RIVER 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Pastor Dan Kordahl 

Sunday - 9 a.m. Worship; 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School 
Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. Quilting 

 *     *     * 

VISTA LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Pastor Dan Kordahl 
Sunday - 10:30 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
VISTA EVANGELICAL 
COVENANT CHURCH 

New Richland, Minnesota 
Brian Schanil Pastor 

Sunday - 10 a.m. Worship; 9 a.m. 
Sunday School 
Tuesdays: The Shepherd’s Robe 
Ministry, 1-3 p.m, 6-8 p.m.; Bonfires 
and Yard Games, 6 p.m. until dark 

*     *     * 
ALL SAINTS 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
New Richland, Minnesota 

Father Brian Mulligan 
Saturday - 5 p.m. Mass 

*     *     * 
FIRST LUTHERAN 

Missouri Synod 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Rev. Michael Mathews, pastor 
Sundays: Worship 9:45 a.m. 

*     *     * 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
Freedom Township 

Sunday – 9 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ZOAR UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST 

Pastor Ava Adams-Morris 
Waldorf, Minnesota  

Sunday — 9 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC 
Waldorf, Minnesota 

Father Brian Mulligan 
Sunday - 8 a.m. Worship 

 *     *     * 
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

Wilton Township 
Rev. Larry Sipe, Pastor 

Sunday – 10 a.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

THE CHURCH of JESUS 
CHRIST 

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
Brad Donner, Branch President 

Waseca, Minnesota 
www.lds.org 

Sunday — 10 a.m. Sacrament Mtg.; 
11:20 a.m. Sunday School 
Wednesday — 7 p.m. Youth Activ-
ities, ages 12-18 

 *         *        * 
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

412 N. Main Street, Janesville 
Interhim Pastor 

Wednesday, Saturday - 6:30 p.m. 
Worship 
Sunday - 8 a.m.Worship, 9 Bible 
Class, 10:00 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
JANESVILLE UNITED METH-

ODIST CHURCH 
401 N. West St., Janesville 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Worship 

*     *     * 
BLOOMING GROVE UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 
43089 180th St., Morristown 

Pastor Kathy King 
Sunday - 8:15 a.m. Summer worship 
hours, (10:45 a.m. Worship, winter)  

*     *     * 
ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

307 W. 2nd St, Janesville 
Father Brian Mulligan 

10 a.m. - Mass 
*     *     * 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
300 Owen St., Janesville 

Pastor Sarah Krolak 
*     *     * 

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL 
CHURCH 

Alma City, Minnesota 
Vacancy 

Sunday = 1 p.m. Worship 
*     *     * 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LU-
THERAN CHURCH 

Smiths Mill, Minnesota 
Vacancy 

Thursday - 7:00 p.m. Worship 
Sunday - 8:30 a.m. Worship 

 *         *        * 
NORTH WASECA LUTHERAN 

CHURCH ELCA 
404 30 120th St. Waseca 

Pastor Sarah Krolak 
507-234-6463  

Sunday - 8:45 a.m. Worship; Second 
sunday “Young at heart”  
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. confirmation 

*     *     * 
 

    NOTE: CHANGES IN 
CHURCH CALENDARS MUST 
BE MADE BY NOTIFICATION 
FROM A MEMBER OF THE 
CONGREGATION TO THE 
WASECA COUNTY PIONEER.
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Record turnout 
for FCA camp

By ELI LUTGENS 
Publisher 

A record number of campers at-
tended the thirty-third annual 
Waseca Fellowship of Christian Ath-
letes junior sports camp held August 
1-3 at Waseca High School.  

A total of 214 campers from ac-
ross Waseca, Blue Earth, and Steele 
counties, up from 156 last year, 
picked one sport each day for three 
days, choosing among football, 
baseball,  wrestling, volleyball, soc-
cer, tennis, track, golf, hockey, soft-
ball, basketball, or gymnastics. 
Essentially, if it’s a sport, it was an 
option for boys’, girls’, and some 
coed events.  

The camp serves young athletes 
who want to develop their skills in 
sports and strengthen their relation-
ship with Jesus Christ. Adult leaders 
at the event included more than a 
dozen of the area’s best high school 
coaches. Each day featured influen-
tial area speakers. 

Last year the camp’s theme  was 
“EVERY” Ephesians 1:3, “Praise be 
to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
the heavenly realms with every spir-
itual blessing in Christ.” 

This year’s theme was: 
GREATER (John 3:30) “He must 
become greater and greater; and I 
must become less and less.” 

Those responsible for organizing 
this event are too numerous to count. 
This year’s directors, who have di-
rected for the past six years, were 
Barry and Stacey Dufault. For the 
first 26 years the directors were John 
and Lori Hanson. Serving as a direc-
tor for all 33 years is John Conway.  

“Please give all the credit to our 
incredible volunteers,” Conway re-
quested. “And praise God!”  

FCA puts on various camps 
throughout the summer. The organ-
ization’s next big event is “Fields of 
Faith” in October, a national FCA 
gathering at which athletes take to 
the field to share their faith journeys. 
Other events include Courts of 
Praise, and one in the works, Dia-
monds of Discipleship. As events 
come about, those interested are en-
couraged to check with their local 
huddles and/or the FCA website.  

During the school year, the central 
focus is on local campus huddles 
meeting weekly or biweekly. Those 
interested can join by going to Min-
nesotaFCA.org.

A record number of campers attended this year’s Fellowship of Christian Athletes junior sports camp last week at Waseca High 
School. This year’s theme was: GREATER (John 3:30) “He must become greater and greater; and I must become less and less.”

Items approved during the meet-
ing included previous council 

meeting minutes, payroll and ex-
penditures and the appointment of 
Steve Jes to Historic Preservation 
Commission as Planning Commis-
sion Representative.  

There were no items on the ac-
tion agenda. 

■ Council 
 from Page 3

121 Meadow Lane
Janesville, MN

PENDINGPENDING

413 NW 7th Ave 
Waseca, MN

PENDINGPENDING

120 24th St 
Janesville, MN

PENDINGPENDING

108 N. Main, Janesville, MN
Cell: (507) 833-3333

Linda Johnson

The Smart Way to sell your home!
Locally Owned!

The Buyers & Sellers Best Choice!

42614 24th St
Janesville, MN

ACTIVEACTIVE
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Marianna Mayo
Associate Merchandiser

Guardian Energy
4745 380th Avenue
Janesville, MN 56048
www.guardianNRG.com

O: 507-234-5002
C: 507-720-1443
F: 507-234-5011

Marianna.Mayo@guardiannrg.com 

Collaboration. Scale. Excellence.

(507) 835-3790   wasecafloral.com 
It’s Spring!
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Our Services
• Financial Planning

• Accounting Services

• Bookkeeping

• Payroll Services 

• Tax Planning & Preparation

• Return Preparation Services

• Estate and Trust Planning 
115 North State Street, Waseca, MN

(507) 201-2484   

321 Elm Ave W, Waseca, MN
Call Us! (507) 835-4610

teschservice@mediacombb.net

Tesch Service Center
Family-Owned Automotive Repair 
• wheel alignments
• brake services
• suspension repairs
• towing & more!
Call us today!

BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY
Join the professional directory for free today with purchase of any regular weekly advertising 

Phone: 507-837-6767, Mail: P.O. Box 578, email: news@wasecacountypioneer.com, physical address 103 S. State Street
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SWEET SOMMERS VFW POST 1642 

HOURS OF OPERATION  
SUN.– MON. CLOSED  
TUE.– WED.-3pm to 11pm Tue. Is Lady’s nite 2 for one-Men Busch light $2.50 from 4 to 6pm.  
THUR.—1pm to 11pm 
FRI.– SAT.-11am to 1 am 
POST & AUX MEETING 7pm club open 6pm MEMBERS only. Mn. Gambling license number 00385  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
6pm  
BAR Bingo 

3 
7pm BINGO 

4   MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 
6:30pm 
 
COAST GUARD 

5 

6 7 
PURPLE HEART 
DAY 

8 9 
6pm  
BAR Bingo 

10 7pm BINGO 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT 
DEFENSE BIRTH-
DAY 

11   MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 
6:30pm 

12 

13 14  7 pm Post & 
AUX. Meeting 
 
NAVAJO CODE 
TALKERS DAY 

15 16  6pm  
BAR Bingo 
 
NATIONAL AIR-
BORNE DAY 

17 
7pm BINGO 

18   MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 
6:30pm 

19 

20 21 22 23 
6pm  
BAR Bingo 

24 
7pm BINGO 

25   MEAT Raffle 
5:30  
Horse racing 6:30 
pm 

26 

27 28 29 
MARINE CORPS 
RESERVE BIRTH-
DAY 

30 
6pm  
BAR Bingo 

31 
7pm BINGO 

  

August 2023 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF WASECA 
 

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
DISTRICT COURT 

PROBATE DIVISION 
Court File No.: 81-PR-23-494 

In Re: Estate of  
KATHERYN M. WEBER, 

Decedent  
NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEARING  
ON PETITION FOR FORMAL PRO-

BATE OF WILL AND APPOINT-
MENT OF PERSONAL 

REAPRESENTATIVE IN UNSUPER-
VISED ADMINISTRATION AND NO-

TICE TO CREDITORS 
————————————————
———————— 
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 
     It is Ordered and Notice is hereby 
given that on the 13th day of September, 
2023, at 2:00 p.m., a hearing will be held 
in the above Court at Waseca, Minnesota, 
for the formal probate of an instrument 
purporting to be an unsigned copy of the 
last will of the above named decedent, 
dated May 17, 2011, and for the appoint-
ment of Robert Weber and Nathan 
Weber, whose addresses are 407 2nd 407 
2nd Ave NE, Waseca, Minnesota 56093, 
as Co-Personal Representatives of the 
Estate of the above named decedent in an 
unsupervised administration, and that 
any objections thereto must be filed with 
the Court. That, if proper and no objec-
tions are filed, the Co-Personal Repre-
sentatives will be appointed to administer 

the Estate, to collect all assets, to pay all 
legal debts, claims, taxes and expenses, 
to sell real and personal property, and to 
do all necessary acts for the Estate.  Upon 
completion of the administration, the rep-
resentatives shall file a final account for 
the allowance and shall distribute the es-
tate to the persons thereunto entitled as 
ordered by the Court, and close the es-
tate.   
     Notice is further given that ALL 
CREDITORS having claims against said 
Estate are required to present the same to 
said Co-Personal Representatives or to 
the Court Administrator within four 
months after the date of this Notice or 
said claims will be barred. 
 
 
 
 
Dated: 07/27/2023   

 /s/ Carol Hanks              
Judge of District Court 

/s/ Shannon Asselin                                  
 Deputy Court Administrator 

    
PATTON, HOVERSTEN & BERG, 
P.A. 
John D. Scott,  #47478 
215 E Elm Ave, PO Box 249                 
Waseca, MN 56093 
Phn: 507-835-5240 
 
(Published in the Waseca Pioneer on 
August 4 and August 11, 2023.) 

————•————

Legal notice

Johnson 
APARTMENTS 

507-456-9514 
OPERATING IN  

WASECA, STEELE,  
FREEBORN  

COUNTIES 

johnsonrents.com

Rick’s Appliance

Hours
M-F .... 7:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat ..... 7:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Sunday ................. Closed

Visit our new Showroom!
405 West Elm Ave, Waseca MN

507-461-9615
Sales & Service

ricksappliancewaseca.com

Get your news in the Pioneer 
• news@wasecacountypioneer.com 

• Call (507) 837-6767



gregwilmesroofing.net
gregwilmesroofing@gmail.com

(507) 202-7070

Commercial • Residential • New Construction • Remodeling

GREG WILMES
EXTERIORS

 ⧈ Shingles, Steel, Rubber Roofing
 ⧈ Vinyl, Steel, & Cement Board Siding
 ⧈ Windows & Doors: Insulation, Sheetrock
 ⧈ All Flooring: Concrete, Patios, Decks
 ⧈ Seamless Gutters & Gutter Protection Systems
 ⧈ CertainTeed® Claims Specialist

Greg Wilmes Exteriors LLC • Building Contractor #BC793885

“Footings
to Finish”
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... & EMBROIDER T-SHIRTS, 
HATS, UNIFORMS, CAPS, 
WORKWEAR, WARMUPS, 

JACKETS, CHILDREN’S 
APPAREL, TEAM & CREW 

APPAREL, MAGNETS, SIGNS 
...AND EVERYTHING ELSE!

LIVE AUCTION WEBSITE & SHOP
FOR LOCALS, BY LOCALS!

Turn your quality used items into 
extra cash at WaSeekers! No wait 
time. Write a description, bring 
your items in and they will go on 
WaSeekers next auction!

Items we sell? Just about anything! 
WaSeekers takes in new & gently used 
consignments from people just like you, 
lists them on our online auction platform, 
& displays them in our safe & secure store.

Important notice: 
All items are subject to a 10% seller’s commission 
with listing fees as follows: No listing fee for 
items selling for $25 or more; $5 listing fee for 
items selling for $24.99 or less; $25 reserve fee. 
Reserve Fee will not be charged if reserve is met.

Complete listings waseekersonlineauction.com 
or in person at: 1372 South State Street, Waseca

507-833-SEEK(7335) 
Store hours: W-T-F: 10 am – 6 pm, Sat: 9 am – noon

Place bids, view pictures & descriptions of items in weekly online auctions, & 
inspect any active auction items at our safe & secure physical location!!

Contact Tina Mittelsteadt 507-351-4608 
tina@waseekersonlineauction.com

NEW AUCTION
ENDS EVERY
WED, 8pm!

AUG 9th/16th
WASEEKERONLINEAUCTION.COM
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By ELI LUTGENS 
Publisher 

Several dozen people attended 
New Richland’s fourth annual Night 
to Unite celebration Tuesday even-
ing, August 8, at New Richland City 
Park. 

Among those in attendance were 
Waseca County Sheriff Jay Dulas, 
County Attorney Rachel Cornelius, 
and County Commissioner Brad 
Krause. “Night to Unite” is meant to 
honor law enforcement officers and 
first responders, including medical 
personnel and firefighters. 

“The weather was beautiful to-
night,” New Richland City Admin-
istrator Anthony Martens said. “You 
can’t beat a free meal, some good fun 
and a chance to meet some new 
people.” 

The event was mainly run by the 
New Richland Fire Department 
along with first responders, ambu-
lance, and police volunteers. It was 
hard to tell exactly who the vol-
unteers were with representatives 
from many local agencies attending 
simply because they wanted to.  

Martens credited the three depart-
ments for setup. Mayor Chad Neitzel 
helped grill hot dogs. The Chief of 
Police and other fire department 
members helped serve.   Martens had 

manned the grill in previous years 
and claimed he was very reluctant to 
hand over the tongs.  

Hot dogs donated by Neighbors 
Meats of New Richland were en-
joyed on buns supplied by Wagner 
Foods. Chips were donated by the 
Willows along with cookies from 
Casey’s. 

Firefighters assisted kids in a tar-
get practice event with a fire hose 
typically used for “grass fires” which 

can shoot up to 50 gallons of water 
per minute, but was powered down 
to about 10 gallons per minute in 
order to make it safe for children to 
use.  

This year’s attendance was signif-

icantly higher than last year’s, which 
was also higher than the year prior: 
Martens said he hopes this annual 
event continues to grow better and 
better each year. 

                

 

Owatonna, MN              www.sc昀.org 

Tuesday-Aug.15       6:00 PM 

FFA Alumni Antique Tractor Pull         
Wednesday-Aug.16      7:00 PM  

LOCASH with special guest Drake Milligan  
Thursday-Aug. 17       7:00 PM 

Hairball with special guest Strange Daze              

Friday-Aug. 18       7:00 PM  

Craig Morgan with special guest Ashley Barron  

Saturday-Aug. 19      7:30 PM   

Bulls N Barrels with local Mutton Bustin               

Sunday-Aug. 20        2:00 PM  

 IMP Demolition Derby  

Get your tickets online www.tickets.scff.org 

2023 Grandstand Entertainment 

By JONAH STAFFORD 
Staff Writer 

Janesville’s Autumn Acres 
Farm’s sunflower field opened to 
the public as its flowers bloomed 
on July 30 and it is expected to re-
main open through August 13, 
pending weather. Visitors are in-
vited to pose for pictures at a vari-
ety of photo spots and enjoy the 
ambiance of the field.  

There is no admission fee for 
visiting the field, but a $4 free-will 
donation per person is suggested. 
The rest of the farm, including the 
Janesville village’s 19th century 
schoolhouse, will remain closed 
during sunflower season. 

Recently, two sessions of the 
ticketed Salutations and Sun-
flowers yoga experience took 

place on August 3 and 8. 
Autumn Acres Farm is owned 

and operated by Cheryl and Chad 
Bleess, who purchased it from 
Cheryl’s grandparents in 2009. In 
recent years, the farm has grown to 
include a variety of public events 
and experiences.  

Autumn Acres Farm’s pumpkin 
patch is expected to open in Sep-
tember. On September 23, the 
farm will be hosting its annual Fall 
Festival, with the Family Fun Fest 
taking place October 7. The tick-
eted date night experience is ex-
pected to happen this fall, as well. 
The most up-to-date information 
about the farm’s events can be 
found at the Autumn Acres Farm-
Minnesota Facebook page.  

Sunflower field  
open for visits

IN BLOOM - Autumn Acres Farm’s sunflower field is open 
for visits through Aug. 13. The farm, near Janesville, offers a 
variety of evvents all year long.

Get your news in the Pioneer 
• news@wasecacountypioneer.com 

• Call (507) 837-6767

Waseca County Sheriff Jay Dulas hands out sheriff star 
stickers during New Richland’s Night Out August 8. 

New Richland Firefighter Brandon Mullenbach helps his 
daughters Marnie and Maddie try out the fire hose.  

Serving hot dogs and chips were New Richland Chief of Police 
Tanyce Bruegger, Mayor Chad Neitzel, and Firefighter Jordan 
Allen.                                                     Pioneer photos by Eli Lutgens

WANTEDWANTED
Cards and letters wishing 

Dave Lienke
a Happy 80th Birthday!

Please send your 
best wishes to:

Dave Lienke
28650 50th Street 

Janesville, Mn 56048

Fourth annual New 
Richland Night Out
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